HE‘ geacl.iomﬁ'é trarle uniou
ledders have ° begurr a . frosh
campaign in_their uenselu% war
agninst progress in the labor move-"
 ment. The keynole for the attack
" Svas. Bounded by. President Green_in
. the Decembor 'An_u:ricun Federa-"
tionist. - Green, ~singling out ‘the.
~Communists as. highly aclive lead-
- ers In the various progressiva op-
_+_positional movements in tho unions,”
‘demands their, ruthless extermina-
tlon. The other bureaucrats, fol-

lowing his lpad, liave begun.a bit- |

ter attack against the left wing on
.all fronts, defails of which shall be
pointed out as we go along.

> “The- basie- cauges -of Tlis unpre-
cedented attaok on the progressive

The historio :
challenge and a threaf to the whole
system of- present-day trade union
leadership¥: The loft-lTed New York |
Furriers' strike resulled - not only
in a victory that made the 40-hour.
week & réal lssue, but _glso’ in -8

| st big blow dufl

The. maqllouurlau \nmruk tho

the A F of L.
iom. © Nev
r.oonvention hag thero been

Conve
. can_lnl

ing’ Wilson, _

‘Froy, E‘nﬁusath

Wnlker. - Lawis, reén - flam
in against the'ld fi The' acoasion was |
‘& ee report cond the

sharp pnrsnnhl del;ﬁ?l for Pr
Green, “In the ranks of ‘the upper
J| bureaucrdcy itseM a split ocourred
over the question of the recogni-
tion of the Soviel. Union and steps

_| mentioned in -this" attack,

recognition- of - Soviet - Rusala ‘and

the sending of a Trm{a Union lq-
gation; =

But. the genter of 1ha,attuok was

t the et pve—

ment,’ _especially. “in’ thé' Mi‘nars

Union, 'The piece. de rcamanca

was - the Coyle letter. Left, ‘wing

Passaic; and. alsewhere were hardly-{-
"~ The|-

fight .turned -sround the_hear| or |

forces in the-unions are Lo be:found
wmﬁun_lunurw_mwa
‘employers. An important contrib-
uting factor in crealing ihe sorig-
*_what-hyslerical atmosphera accom-
panying the altack. is the uncer-
tainties and- dangers for American’
capitalism.at_home and abroad.
Cause of Alarm

All Europe is organizing against
the Uniled-States on the war debls
.and other issues; Germany and other
couniries are “ralionalizing” their
induslries, which means more in-
tenso competition in the world
markets; the Chinese situation is
highly alarming; the British gen-
eral strike was n_great shock; the
orgpnization of the European Bleel
Trust is 8 menace.

At the- home Ihe prospects of
continued prosperity grow more un-
certain; the “railrond workers are
deoply discontenledand are ‘de~

. manding wage- increases; n great
conl strlkn tooms for next’ 8pring.
The unjon bureaucrafs making the
altack: ags'seb-tive-fofb-wi-2 in the

ong Téfleol all the nervou

.l interest of the employers in
this situation.

Rupeaucrats swndar
Then there is the greal irge of
the_employers for increased pro-
duelion, They are constanily™ in-
troducing mew and T
speedzup sylsems. They also make
war againsl.strikes and &ll forms
of militaney. The trade “union
leaders are in step with this move-
ment. Until the defeal of Lhe Rail-
road Shopmen in 1.0"" they made
___some_show of fighting the hosses.
But now, convinced that t the em-
ployers are too strong to resist,
they—have surrendered to-them al- -
together-and become their agents:
_With their B. & O. Plans, trade
union capitalism, Watson-Parker |
__ Laws, and similar schemes, they
are compan)-umonmng the trade |
uhions  and turning - them -into
agencies - to . speed up production.
IL is significant that in Lhe- same
issue of the Faderationist that de-
elared open war on Lhd Gommunists,
Green  also  had - anolher article
—~—aogenly proposing 1o turn the lrade
‘unions into eompany unions.
The buréaucrats have in-mind; in
. this process, primarily .their owm
interests as a groip. They abandon
* the interests of the workers. . But
all: does ol -go smoothly for them.
The workers, especially the up-|
skilléd and s&mi-skilled, dérhand al
struggle Bsamab the employers.
Seripus revolis lake place .amongst:
‘them, and even-in the ranks of the.
. .irade unién bureagcracy. -
- Membership Revolt
—Thé-rank--and-file s have_
become especially; signifiéant in the
,ast two years. The Jeft wing of
-+ ths New..York - Furriers ‘saptured
the—lgeat Joini—Board. The ‘same
thing . happened in the Naw York
Joint* Boi : Ladies* Garment. |

. Union the: combined . progressive’
alemem mdefeutje](g_ Totnston—In.
~ many sections: ~tho—Carpenters
‘(Defrolt, Chicage; New. York, Pitts-

A Bivike,

1 {heir posilion as lenders

t-againsl—thelefl wing.

AL
“Workers*-Unfon. T-the Machinists |
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were taken, in spile’ of “official op-
position, to send a Trade Union
Delegation Lo Soviel Russia, Mean-
while, the New York Cloakmakers

l.heir

'h istorical
Ao

embarked  upon

e =

6 American  trade - union “move-

*| ment, the Uniled Mine Warkers. ,

Fasolst Mblhods A]mﬁnr -
Since the conventinp the renc-
tionaries-have. developed the fight |
on many fronts. “In the December
'Merwan “Federationist, Green
“&f for a ganernl atlatk upon the-

wing, . Sigman,” Président, of-
T.L, Look this ¢ue and”
Iﬂentlr -

Ellnka and ren‘lovad

Cleakmakers'
from - offli N‘% regilarly el
trade. union—o¥licials of - Lheeﬁ
York . Joint~Board ‘and ifs amlinted
unions, an _action® .that suspends
somd 50,000 workers and splﬂa the
union.

In the Amalgamated Llothlnx
-Workers, the Hillman-Beckerman
machine_has_inténsificd .its_cam~—
paign of expulsions-and’ terrorisni,
Meanwhile préparations are being{
‘made, wnder_A. F,.of L. supervi--

The Gnmpnlgn of Reacllma
The refictionary trade union lead-
ers pecome genuinely nlarmed at
all these developements. - Their
‘policy _of cnmpanyvumonlzmg the
trade umnns and subjugating them
lo the employers was threafened.r*

-8ion, to-d blow e Furr ?
| Now . ¢ p’ﬁ?ﬂ- o UEN=
out - the- needle ' jndustry’ the oﬂl-n

i
cinls ~of the unions aro_vap
developing - genuine faseisf” tacti
ymashing up left wing meaunn.
ulncklla!.ins' workers,"eto. -They |
determined to force upon the

in any. Amerl--|
auuh a wild campaign of “red-balt- |:

ativiligs- in:_the—needle —irades, 'g"

-| ing induatry ‘was, during-1025,-when

R

oklon < kera' st
Unicm,{i sm snrl ths ‘Buildjng
Conklmotlun wquurn' Induulrhl

I-Union, No. 330 of  tha.
‘ended the term or E'W. 'Ll tio
ag georolary-ireasurer of the latter
“indusirial union“ -which® averag

|.660 membérs’ during “its lu;t Yoprt,
‘onding Beplsrnhur 30,1926, - Fe
WOE}:er Latchem nubmltted

J“Our onty auem ‘; m‘ pralama
‘an organization drive in the build- ./~

wa tried {o use fhe situation w

/the- Bridge - #nd Slructura! Ir
Workers' Usiion, as  an_ entering
wedsu, forthe piirpose of spread-
ing IT. W \ﬁ propaganda_and organ-
-ization ﬁmang the building ltud
“unionis g

“In thiu campaign; was spenyihe
aqm of 81,411.92, and ‘the only re-
turns o date was the.total o satao
in cash, which was remitled by the
ormnlzer in-New York, -Of the 25 —
new members - initiated, only - two
have paid dues the gecond time and
none the' third. Five organizers
‘were-sent-out"

As Lo what to do about it, Latsh=
_em_rscommenﬂa a-course-of-action_" -
that -verges. near, ‘if it -does.-not
“wholly accept-—the polioy- of -the ——
T. Y. E: L, which the.- 1. W. W, has
in depreciation, the
polley —of"horing— trom—wil.hin L =
He says: & -,

"“For _some, hma w comle, h9
. W. in the thﬂdm; industry,

-ngitational “and- propaganda -body, ;
except in_a few isolated places, -

uniong was endangered. Something
had to be done. Hemee. the A, F.
of L. Execulive Couneil al ils meet-
ing just prior lo lhe recenl con-
venlion, made il a special order of
business to develop- a new war

_ 8everal specific  actions  were
fakén. Among (hgm were a ruth-
legs condemnation of.the. Passaic
s1r1kn a chlegorio rnm:rlmlmn of
7Lho-prnpoami‘nh_lmhﬂn to Soviet
Russia. and the appoiniment of a

pose of diserediling il= lea ership
and cleaning the sniled *skirts of |
'i‘rvmrlr'nl Green.

The Miners' S! ruggle

'«lmm\hile. ‘a hir qunhenval “was
developing | nmcmsm thes mlneru
Incensed _ani FolEed hy—

treachefy and {errorism of Lema
and , wmng- their uhnion rapidly
moing 1o pwrnq the nprogressiva,
forees, nmung the_miners organized
ihemselves, under Lhe leadership
of Brophy and wilh the slogan of
“Save the Union". for a struggle
arainst the Lewis .machine in the
wleetionsin the district and nation-
al convenlions. —and in the -ap-
proaching bituminous strike. The
great mnss—ﬁ-F{hﬁ——mlﬂBrE‘ xuppﬂpi,
this"movement.
Tﬁaﬂnhenvaltameng 1the uminaru
galvanized the reactibharies into .
action.’ TL ‘was a blow at their
very oitadel, , TL threatened the de--
feat- of a vilal kection of their
‘machiné,. the ‘spreading  of Lthe
naht_l.o_nthnr. nafts of. or
ment, the repudiation- of-their-{=
olnss eollahoration-hy ‘he develop-~
mant. Moa. mititant s/am"lka among:the-{
voal-miners next-sprin& —Thoy-dex=!

irurgh ‘Phﬂada!phlal deép-soins

| the, Miners'
irauas‘ ﬁﬂd 18 now preparing To

On Many Fronts

Tn other unions and industries [,
Lhe allack also ' proceeda apace.
Lewis has stolen the election in
Union by * wholesale

terrorize the "approaching con=
vention of the Miners'. Union.. In
the Maehinisls' Unios, Wharton,
the new presidenl, is sdpporting

= —-theexpulsion-policy and_the re- | in_grain production. T

‘actignaries of  Dist, -8, Ghlcago an- |
L speeial commitiee lo_invest] ale the b
 TFur Workers' strike for " pur- F:ﬂecfftf?at*thay ‘“wm t-i"t“

In New York Lhe Somalmt lead-
ers of iHe {rade ufions have or-
ganized “The.Commiltee for the

1 Preservalion of the Trade Unions™,

whose’ avowed purpose” it_is ton
drive "the lefl prngrueuw elements

frofn_the imiofs. - _IL_proposes to
carry oul a nalional campaign om
this basis. -

Progress Cannot, Be 'Gruslml

But this bilter artack will -not
suceeed in erushlng the forces of
progress in the unions. The com-
pany-unionization of the- (rade
unions «by the  speed-up of the
workers, the abandanmenb ‘of

formgtion of the leaders into_al
American” brand of fascigis;—-ton- .
dtitytes _an abandonment’ of -the |

RO

not brook. They wjll find ways
and_means (o register [ficir resia
ahoe against, fhese policies-and
putinle - effect d real’ alruggle
gzninsl_!;hgj
—The- exf'o:l;ls!qn poh’nv— which-the-
hnreaucl' are now j.hmnl.'unlng BO*
Iy l.o put ln

~——tand an aggressive defense of the

fctive strike poliey, and the er%:‘

workers' interests which they will |

thé - -labor party, . nnd -f or. l.h

" |- del m:aﬂzauoanLl.h ion
lt this 18" duﬂa ln!all!santly—,and
Lthe L. attac

mnns {he —company-unionization-{-phare: aﬁ,, :

i 43 ﬁ fore, we must so conduel our=

of—tire nv-n:-:\e-u ted_upon_by—the em= | oot Cap D
PUGSRS. late and detach us from direst’ con-

tact with the workers, both inside
“and-outside the eraft uniond 2

**3&#

HE prmnipal farm eropu of the
S, A, in 1026 represented a
decline in lotal value of $1,148,000,-
-000.from Lhe same.crops in 1925. tha
chief declines being in collon and
corn. Thero is an 8.4 per cent loss

Lhe nunLlnuud agrarian crls'

unions, * Nowhere was it more
ruthlessly. applied than in _the
Miners" Union,- Left wingers wore
expellea on all sides. ~No'~doubt
Lewis Lhought he had gotten rid of |
them completely.: Yel now see the -
|_big - opposilion— movemeni—-he “has
mmrﬁ?ﬁﬁrgemfml

workers' inferests will find * 6x-

‘pression in spile of every attempt -
of Lhe reactionary—Jeadership +to

suppress it..

_The Effective An Answar

"The ‘answar to the prasahl. “war
against pro eaa in the unions is
an, inlens| flcation of our work in
every ‘union. The. Iefl. wltm‘ and-.
rogresaive elements it}

re firmly than -ever for' a mill
tant strike policy, for the organiza-
tion.of ~the unorganized, for--the:
-|-amalgamation of tho-oraft unions:
inlo-industrial - organizationse for..

|

toepiined fiport 6. war {5 the knife
u“ﬁaigat he eft w{;‘r S oy






