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War In the Coal Fields

HE miners, 40,000 of them at the

time this is written, are in a desperate
strike against starvation. This is no or-
dinary mine strike.

It is not called by a reactionary United
Mine Workers with all the police formali-
ties, the long notice given, and the orders
to the strikers to “stay home—go fishing—
let us handle the strike,” which the offi-
cials of the U. M. W. used to issue.

The splendid fighting ability of the coal
miners, which many times in the past has
broken through the U. M. W. program of
letting a strike die through inaction, has
now no restraint.

The strike itself started with mass pick-
eting, and from the first, mass marches
of thousands of miners, with their wives
and children, have spread it.

The strike has already swept into Ohio
and West Virginia coal fields, and is
spreading there with the greatest rapidity.
There are 5,000 miners on strike in Ohio,
at this is written. The first mines to come
out were, late last week, the Hanna Coal
Co., mines at Pineyfork and Dillonvale.
Others followed, and on one day, June
15, 200 more came out at Gaylord No. 1,
and 300 more still at Big Run. A frame
up proposition is under way there, with
the arrest of several .persons for an ex-
plosion. Friday 750 struck at Powhatan,
and 300 at Provident, Ohio (June 13).

The District conference of the Ohio
miners held with 109 delegates from 27
mines and with a steel workers delega-
tion present offering support, was denied
a hall in Bellaire June 14 by the police,
and adjourned to Dillonvale, 26 miles
away.

In West Virginia mines are coming out
daily. Eight hundred men struck June
15 at two Constanza mines. Others
struck previously and the movement is
spreading.

Naturally enough, the coal operators
fear this strike as they never feared
another. They dread to see it spread, day
by day, with big lunges forward, parti-
cularly on Mondays, following the great
mass meetings and preparations on Sun-
days. They know that the iron has bit
deep into the minds of these men, who
starved along on $6 and $8 or even less
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a week, nominal wages— nominal be-
cause they never saw any of the money
in most cases. Company charges, powder,
caps, doctor, insurance, board or rent and
store bills (at double prices) take up all
the man earns. He lives in peonage.

Against such a system the miners strike
saying: “No worse to starve striking than
to starve working.”

In this kind of a strike, then, you can
expect plenty of terror. Already ten men
have been shot for picketing, fortunately
none of them killed. Strikers are shot

at by state police, coal and iron police, and
deputy sheriffs.

State troopers, deputies,

Starving miners and families gather to picker.
Machine guns are trained on them.

and green khaki coal and iron cops ride
madly over the countryside, armed with
tear gas, clubs, and all kinds of guns: shot
guns, pistols, rifles, and machine guns.

They have beaten severely, wounded by
breaking their bones, cracking their skulls,
knocking out their eyes, about three or
four hundred men, women and children

The natural desire of the policeman
who crippled a miner is to arrest him and
charge him with some crime, so as to give
himself a defense.

Thus Adam Getto, organizer of the
N. M. U., at the march on Ellsworth
mine, where the crowd charged four times
through a tear gas cloud and drove the
deputies behind their barricade, was club-
bed until he had to have six stitches taken
in his head, and then arrested.

Over in Ohio they charged young Leo
Thompson with attempted murder, and
everything less, and hold him on $50,000
bail because he spoke at a meeting of 3,000
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workers at St. Clairsville Court House.
The meeting was in protest against the
arrest of pickets, and they drenched that
meeting with tear gas and arrested 9 more.

There are 140 arrested so far in west-
ern Pennsylvania, and forty of these are
still in jail. Some are held under as high
as $6,000 bail. These men come up be-
fore “squires,” the justices of the peace,
and in small places before “the burgess,”
who is a combination mayor and judge.
These fellows are usually hooked up with
the coal companies. When Pat Fagan,
Pittsburgh District President of the U.M.
W. comes to town, he makes the burgess
or the squire a part of his “local union.”

Pinchot steadily adds more state troop-
ers to the strike section, and permits the
illegal “proclamations” of the sheriff of
Woashington County, which prohibit as-
semblages of more than three in streets or
vacant lots of towns. There are eviction
notices in plenty.

Governor Pinchot is now publishing
statements declaring that “peaceful picket-
ing and marching” is to be allowed, and
asking the evictions around Avella be
stopped. The hypocrisy of this action
of the governor is evident when it is con-
sidered that he simultaneously inereases
the armed force, that on June 18 he
presided at a strike-breaking conference
of himself, Phil Murray, vice-president of
the United Mine Workers, and president
Pursglove, of the Pittsburgh Terminal
Coal Co. This will probably (though not
certainly) result in a scab agreement,
which the miners of the seven Terminal
mines on strike will meet with mass pick-
eting. Then Pinchot will try to force the
miners back with force.

This is one of the great, heroic strikes
of this century. The miners now on
strike fight for the first time under their
own leadership. It is a good fight, and
terror will not crush it. But the working
class of the world must not stand idle and
let these brave men, women and children,
starving but fighting, go needlessly to
prison, fall before the bullets and clubs of
the police. There must be mass protest
against the terror; there must be great
collection of funds and food, for they
were starving when they started to strike.



