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A MODERN FABLE
Once upon a time, somewhere 
in the southern Sahara D esert, 
dwelt a wealthy sheik . His 
residence was the only major

oasis  for miles around. He 
was sitting pretty , but his for­
tunate circum stances only 
made him greedy. Now, as

water was the most precious 
commodity in that arid part of 
the world, he resolved to 
secure for himself a ll the 
available w ater.

Mounting his horse, he rode 
as far as he could in each 
direction, offering all the na­
tives he encountered a penny 
for each bucket of water that 
was brought to him.

In a matter of w eeks, several 
tens of thousands of buckets 
of water were duly received 
and paid for. It seem s, how­
ever, that this massive relo ­
cation of water did strange 
things to the delicate water 
table in the surrounding area. 
To the horror of the natives, 
the water level fe ll alarmingly 
making the life-sustain ing  
liquid inacc.essable to human 
u se .

Seeing their plight, the pros­
perous sheik endeavored to 
aid them — and to make him­
self yet more prosperous in 
the bargain. He therefore 
offered to furnish them with 
as much water as they needed 
at the going rate of two 
pennies per bucket.

N eedless to re la te , the sheik 
had a great surplus of water 
s till for sale  when the na­
tiv es ' pennies^ran out. Quite 
naturally, however, he re­
fused further sa les  at this 
point and would do no busi­
ness with penniless bums.

W ell, to make a long story 
short, ju st before the natives 
began to die of dehydration, 
they relieved the sheik of his 
generally u se le ss  life and 
nationalized both water and 
pennies. And (you guessed 
it ,  Ralph) everyone lived 
happily ever after.

THE NEW BUDGET /HELLO » ^ )

'SOAK THE POOR' ^REMEMBER M E ? 4

As we witness the continued 
unfolding of Trudeau's so- 
called "just socie ty", it be­
comes increasingly evident that 
it is the same old cap ita list 
society , but with larger por­
tions of "justice" for the ex ­
ploiters at the expense of the 
exploited. The budget brought 
down by Finance M inister Ben­
son is a clear indication that 
the government fully intends to 
force the working people to 
shoulder the cost of the sharp­
ening crisis  of the cap ita list 
system . The budget, viewed 
together with other government 
ac ts , must be taken as an open 
declaration of war on the work­
ers and a forthright enunciation 
of a governmental policy to 
"soak the poor and aid the 
r ic h ."

We have already seen how the 
Trudeau regime, in its yet short 
span of life, has cut the winter 
works programme, and reduced 
or abolished other measures de­
signed to bring a minimum of 
relief to the deplorable condi­
tions of the hundreds of thou­
sands of unemployed. At the 
same time, the liberal govern­
ment is spending hundreds of 
millions of dollars to facilita te  
the exploitation of our people 
and our natural resources by

objective is to dig tens of 
millions of tons of coal in the 
province, shipping it to Japan 
and Leaving us with nothing but 
gaping holes in the ground. In 
between these two extrem ities, 
in the oil fields of Alberta, the 
potash deposits of Saskatche­
wan, the iron mines of Quebec 
and Labrador, e t c . ,  the same 
story can be related more than 
a score of tim es. The cost of 
a single one of these give­
away programmes would pay for 
winter works several times 
over. Better s ti l l ,  expenditure 
of the money to develop our 
resources on our own behalf, 
and use them as a base for se ­
condary industry would help to 
estab lish  the independence of 
the country and solve the pro­
blem of unemployment.

For example; we ship both coal 
and iron ore to Japan to make 
s tee l, enriching both U .S . and 
Japanese monopolies and im­
poverishing ourselves in the 
p rocess. Digging up and 
shipping our natural resources 
requires only a minimum em­
ployment of labour whereas a 
stee l processing combine would 
provide much more in the way 
of jobs and lay the base for a 
secondary industry.

ipnw w  LEWIS
Not too long ago, the Economic 
Council of Canada pointed out 
that more than 2 million Can­
adians (a minimum estimate) 
were living on sa la ries well 
below the poverty line. On 
the basis  of the present cost 
of living, a married man earn­
ing $3, 0 33 annually would fit 
pretty well into the category 
of poverty. Now Trudeau has 
decided the way to alleviate 
his condition of poverty, and 
give him a share in the "just 
society , " is to impose an add­
itional 2 percent income tax on 
him.

foreign monopolies.

To the ea s t, in Newfoundland, 
the government will spend in 
the neighbourhood of $75 
million to provide port and 
other fac ilitie s  for a British- 
W est German concern. To the 
w est, in .British Columbia, sim­
ilar fac ilitie s  will be construct­
ed to accomodate the Kaiser 
monopoly in the U .S . , whose

However, our government, 
acting as the executive com­
mittee of the ruling c la ss , pre­
fers to make a fas t buck by 
selling the country short and 
aiding the U .S . im perialists 
to dominate the economy. The 
high cost of th is operation, in 
unemployment, and poverty, is , 
as the budget ind icates, to be 
borne by the Canadian working 
people.

Not for many years has a feder­
al budget been so flagrantly in 
favour of the rich and blind to 
the in terests of the poor and 
the working people. For ex­
ample; the maximum payable 
under the 2 percent impost is 
$120, which means that a 
skilled worker who is  married 
and earning $8,000 per year 
will pay exactly the same 
amount as a multi-m illionaire
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whose annual income is in the 
hundreds of thousands. A sim­
ilar worker earning only $5,000 
would pay half as much as the 
m ulti-m illionaire and an un­
married worker earning only 
$2,00 per year will pay an ex­
tra tax of $20.

A further inequity, and an add­
itional boon to the rich, is in 
the realm of the es ta te s  tax . 
Formerly a limited portion of 
the amount gouged from the 
economy by the rich exploiters 
was recoverable In a tax on the 
esta te  left to heirs at death. 
G ifts made while the donor was 
s till alive were also  taxable as 
a measure designed to minimize 
opportunities to evade the e s ­
ta tes  tax . Under the terms of 
the new budget a man can now 
leave his e s ta te  to his wife 
free of taxation and he may do­
nate sizeable amounts to both 
wife and children during his 
lifetime without payment of tax. 
So the rich exploiters now may 
keep ALL their ill-go tten  gains 
even after death without having 
to face the n ecessity  of return­
ing even a minimum amount to 
the people.

The gesture of taxing the insur­
ance companies has no real 
meaning. The manner in which 
the tax is to be imposed leaves 
the insurance companies free 
to pass the cost on by increas­
ing the premiums.

Tne whole philosophy of the 
Benson budget is to dig deeper 
into the pockets of the working 
people and increase the wealth 
and power of the already 
wealthy and powerful cap ita lis ts  
M ore than 80 percent of our 
working people find it difficult 
to make ends meet on existing 
incom es, and many of these are 
doing without n ecess itie s , the 
extra 2 percent, tax will prove 
to be an extreme hardship for 
all such people. Thus does

Trudeau's " ju st society" mani­
fest itse lf .

The tax impost will certainly 
increase unemployment because 
it reduces the purchase of many 
consumer items by millions of 
taxpayers. Reduced purchasing 
power means growing inventories 
and growing inventories mean 
increased unemployment and 
more poverty for the m asses. 
"Controlled unemployment" is , 
in fact, the admitted intention 
of the government. The M inis­
ter of Finance claims a 5 percent 
level of unemployment is 
necessary  in order to "cool" the 
economy, hold down wages and 
control inflation. Unemployment 
is  already at. or beyond the 5 
percent level and there is abun­
dant evidence to indicate that, 
the government has no intention 
of adopting measures to improve 
the existing situation or to pre­
vent it from becoming w orse.

dem ocracy  ?

This budget, together with the 
measures that preceded it, 
should do much in the way of 
convincing many more people of 
ju st how fraudulent, bourgeois 
parliamentary democracy really  
i s .  The bright promise of the 
Trudeau of the election cam­
paign is overwhelmed by the 
dullness of his dismal record 
after but a few months in office.

During the campaign, Trudeau 
talked end lessly  of the "just 
so c ie ty ," of the need to put an 
end to poverty and to aid the de­
pressed areas and groups in the 
nation. There was no d iscu s ­
sion of a minimum 5 percent 
level of unemployment, no men­
tion of a proposal to tax the 
poor while he hands out millions 
in ass is tan ce  to foreign mono­
po lies, no promise was made to 
end the winter works programme 
and ease taxation on the rich.

If Trudeau had told the electorate 
during the election campaign 
exactly what he would do, and 
has done, during the first few 
months of the life of his govern­
ment, he and his Liberal Party 
would have gone down to a 
smashing defeat. If he went to 
the country now on the basis  of 
his announced programme in 
parliam ent, he would lose at 
least two-thirds of the seats  he 
now holds. In other words, the 
Trudeau government, in reality , 
has no mandate from the Cana­
dian electo ra te . But under the 
rules of our "democracy" ne can 
thumb his nose at. the electorate 
and stay  in office for another 4\  
years. Such is  the farce and 
fraud of our bourgeois parliamen­
tary democracy.

THEJCONQMY

The budget revelations are of 
such a nature that even nomin­
ally Liberal analysts and com­
mentators are exhibiting a 
pessim istic  outlook. One such 
analyst, Peter Newman, writing 
in the Liberal—oriented p ress, 
accuses the Trudeau govern­
ment of having lost control of 
the nation 's finances. Some of 
the facts cited by Newman and 
others in proof of their s ta te ­
ment are as follows:

In the seven months that have 
elapsed in the current fisca l 
year, the predicted deficit has 
risen from $40 million to a pre­
sent estim ate of $575 million 
wjnen the fisca l year ends in 
M arch. The question now being 
asked is: what will the next, 
estim ate be?

Many of the figures cited in the 
budget are said to be open to 
question. For example: M in­
is te r of Finance Benson expects 
total revenues of $10.5 billion 
— including the new taxes — 
by the end of the fisca l year. 
But. this amount Is $135 million

BELOW an earlier forecase 
WITHOUT the new taxes.

These fac ts , plus an expendi­
ture that could rise well above 
Benson's estim ates, indicates 
that, the Trudeau government 
has no real understanding of 
what is happening to the finan­
cial. structure of the country 
and, consequently, they are 
quite unable to control the s it ­
uation.

Not taken into consideration in 
these items are the financial 
needs of the provinces and the 
Trudeau policy (as yet un­
known) in relation to federal- 
provincial tax sharing agree­
m ents, which may cause pro­
vincial adm inistrations to levy 
more taxes for their own pur­
p o ses. Robarts of Ontario has 
already intimated that his gov­
ernment is prepared to take 
such a step and, indeed, that 
the step now appears to be in ­
evitable .

For a large part of his e s ti ­
mated revenues, the M inister 
of Finance is counting on an 
increase of up to 8 percent in 
the gross national, product. 
Such an estim ate would seem 
to be highly optim istic under 
any circum stances, and no­

thing short of utopian in the 
light of existing economic con­
ditions.

For the first time in history, we 
are about to record a favourable 
balance of international trade 
of at least $1 b illion . But this 
bare s ta tis tic  could be very 
m isleading. Many of our tra ­
ditional overseas markets - -  
especially  trade with Britain - -  
are declining drastically  and 
our favourable balance is due 
entirely to a 2 5 percent, increase 
in trade with the United Srates.

The government frankly states 
that it Is putting solid depen­
dence on a continued rise in 
U .S . demand for our products 
and our raw m aterials to keep 
the economy buoyant and en­
sure a steady rise  in the gross 
national product. In other, 
words, the Trudeau government 
is openly gambling on the war- 
inflated economy of the United 
States continuing to make in ­
creasing demands for supplies 
from Canada and also  on the 
U .S . monopolies continuing to 
buy up more and more of the 
country.

We are now so dependent on the 
U .S . market that even a ten per­
cent decline in the American 
economy could mean d isaste r 
for u s . Tne very real prospect 
of an early cut-back in military 
production, an economic re­
cession  and greater protection 
for home industry in the United 
States will undoubtedly mean 
widespread economic crisis  ant 
depression .in Canada. Yet in 
spite of all the evident signs of 
of d isas te r, Trudeau offers no 
alternative to to ta l reliance on 
the United States market to 
keep the Canadian economy 
afloat. What a bleak pros­
pect !

TRADE UNION POLICY?

What can we expect in the way 
of policy from our U .S .-dom in­
ated rrade union bureaucracy?

Judging by past performance, 
we can expect: (a) Pious re­
solutions about the double- 
dealing of Trudeau and the 
Liberal Party, (b) Wordy 
threats of demands for " s iz e ­
able wage increases" in con­
tract negotiations two to three 
years from now, (c) Lectures 
for the workers on taking poli­
tica l action by voting NDP 
(social democrat) in the next 
election which may come as 
early as 3 years or as late as 
4 years in the life of the pre­
sent. government. Ail in a ll, 
not a policy calculated  to in ­
spire the workers, and certain ­
ly not one which will bring 
down the government. Judging 
by the past experience, in 
other words, the trade union 
movement will fail to meet the 
challenge inherent in the pre­
sent situation.

Events are moving rapidly, the 
c ris is  of the cap ita lis t system 
is sharpening (the present bud­
get is  a storm signal), and 
reaction is sharpening its
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! swords. Bat instead of in iti-  
| atlng a real fight for the rights 

and living standards of the 
whole working c la s s , the trade 
union movement bargains (and 
poorly a t that) only for the min­
ority of workers who are organ­
ized . The unorganized workers 
are thrown to the wolves --- and 
the wolves skillfully direct the 
frustrations and hostility  of thg 
unorganized workers away from 
them selves and onto the organ­
ized workers. (In B .C ., for 
in stance , Bill 33 is presented 
as defending the in terests of 
the 'consumer' against the 
"excessive" demands of organ­
ized labour.) In short: the 
existing trade union movement 
is setting itse lf  up to be knock­
ed over.

What kind of policy would be 
fought for by a trade union 
movement that truly represented 
the in terests of the Canadian 
people? F irst, it would demand 
that the 2 percent tax be can­
ce lled . Instead  of placing re ­
liance on parliamentary man- 
oeuvering and a b u s in e ss -a s -  
usual approach, the trade, 
unions would proceed to direct 
action . In view of a ll the cir­
cum stances, there is but one 
type of action that could logi­
cally  be considered: the Tru- 
deaa government would be told 
tha t if the tax were not can­
celled , there would be a general 
strike to begin in January and to 
continue until such time as the 
government conceded it is w ill­
ing to make the necessary  
changes.

Other demands which would be 
advanced a t the same time would 
include: An immediate change 
from reliance on the U .S . mar­
ket to a search for new markets 
more widely d ispersed; the 
creation of a secondary industry 
to  u tilize more of our natural 
resources in the manufacturing 
of finished products; an end to

unemployment, a 30-hour week 
and a minimum income of $100 
per week for both male and 
female; adequate pensions for 
the aged, the handicapped and 
;he sick and disabled; nation­
alization  without compensation 
of a ll foreign-owned industry in 
Canada; a new foreign policy 
based on anti-im perialism  and 
the right of a ll nations to se lf- 
determination.

This programme clearly  repre­
sents the in terests  of the Can­
adian people. But. it is a pro­
gramme far from the hearts of 
present labour bureaucracy, 
most of whom owe their primary 
allegiance to International 
treasu ries , which are fattened 
by per capita taxes from Can­
adian workers, but kept'safely ' 
south of the border. Our pre­
sent. trade union ’leaders' are 
afraid to in itiate  any kind of 
action that depends on rank-and 
file support because they know 
that, their own phoniness would 
quickly be revealed in any gen­
uine struggle. Their fat sa la r­
ies depend largely on their 
ability  to foster demoralization 
and apathy in the rank-and- 
file members of their union.

Canadian workers must shake 
off this apathy and demoraliz­
ation in order to build a trade 
union movement, capable of 
leading the fight for the rights 
of a ll the working people. If 
we don 't, we can expect to 
see increasing divisions and 
hostility  in the working c la ss , 
paving the way for more re ­
pressive leg islation  and fall­
ing standards of living for all 
of u s .

The first step is  to ra ise  de­
mands in our unions which ex ­
pose the narrow, phoney "I'm 
alright, Jack" attitude that the 
bureaucrats try to se ll as 
'trade unionism .' Then we 
must seize every opportunity

to fight our way out from under 
the dead weight of "Interna­
tional" unions that, are con­
trolled entirely  from the United 
S tates.

Canadian workers must have 
their own independent demo­
cratic unions that are dedi­
cated :o the in terests of the 
whole working c la s s , and cap ­
able of fighting for the pro­
gramme described above.

TRADE
UNION
PROGRAM

Readers may obtain a copy of 
the Progressive W orkers’ Trade 
Union Programme by ’writing to 
Advance Books.and_Periodi.c.a.lfL, 
35 E. H astings Street, Vanoouv-
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VIETNAM
INTRODUCTION
EDITOR'S MOTE: The following 
item was finished on November 
2, the day before the important 
appeal of Ho Chi Minh was 
issu ed . We decided l.o publish 
it as an introduction to the 
appeal and to the statem ent of 
the NLF. Because of the h is ­
torical importance of the two 
documents from Vietnam, we 
are publishing them in full. 
(Consequently, there is not 
enough space to publish this 
month's Canadian Worker sec ­
tion, and next, month's issue of 
PW will include a good deal of 
trade union m aterial.)

NLF VICTORY IN SIGHT

The crash  of the guns of the 
TET offensive in South Vietnam 
has tolled the knell of the U .S . 
neo-co lon ialist undertaking, 
and, in the words of President 
Ho Chi Minh, "the defeat of 
the American aggressors is a 
foregone conclusion."

As the U .S . sank deeper into the 
quicksand of People 's War in 
Vietnam, they began frantically 
looking for ways to reduce the 
growing world-wide support for 
the National Liberation Front. 
Since the TET offensive earlier 
this year there has been an a l­
most to tal news blackout in the 
W estern Press of the battles 
waged and the subsequent v ic ­
tories of the NLF. While there 
has been silence on these strug­
g les, an attempt has been made 
to create the im pression that the 
Vietnamese are abandoning 
their principled demands and are

therefore, about to pull a sellout 
The credibility  of this "im pres­
sion" would fall largely on 
deaf ears unless an "aathora- 
tive" source was found to echo 
the same line. Not only do we 
find echoing voices but rather 
voices come forth filling in all 
the gaps left out by the imperia­
lis t press and appear as friends 
and allies of the Vietnamese 
while spouting M arxist-Leninist 
phraseology.

These voices have become in ­
creasingly vicious since the 
start of the Paris ta lks, W e've 
been considering for some time 
replying to these attacks but 
we did not wish to open up the 
question for fear of splitting the 
an ti-im perialist movement; plus 
we hoped that those who were 
attacking the Vietnamese would 
see the errors of their ways and 
return to the correct path of 
rallying support for the heroric 
people o f Vietnam.

As these a ttacks are now also  
being launched in Canada, we 
deem it our duty at th is time to 
publish a reply to these slan ­
ders. We are preparing a de­
ta iled  pamphlet on the whole 
question of support for Vietnam 
which will be available in the 
near future. For the purposes 
of th is a rtic le , we will deal 
here only with the "arguments" 
as they are presented and leave 
the question of the attackers 
and their motives to our forth­
coming pamphlet.

The whole basis  of their posi­
tion rests  on the premise that 
the Vietnamese have negotiated 
away their principles and are 
willing to accept an end to the 
war on U .S . term s. Using 
statem ents appearing in the im­
p eria list press as "proof" of 
the "betrayal", these people 
contend that those who also 
don't immediately jump on the 
bandwagon are them selves 
guilty of betraying the true 
in terests  of the Vietnamese and 
world's peoples. "Those who 
laud rev ision ists are thereby 
rev isionists" is the catchall 
phrase used. By th is definition 
Mao Tse-tung, Lin Piao, and 
Chu En-lai fit into this catagory 
as they praise the Vietnam 
Workers' Party, Ho Chi Minh, 
etc., for brilliantly  employing 
People 's War against the Am­
ericans (see October 1958 issue 
of Progressive Worker for s ta te ­
ment of Chinese support for the 
Vietnamese). Not w ishing to be 
put in the camp of counter­
revolutionary revisionism  but 
also  not wanting to be stam­
peded, we felt that an examin­
ation of the facts would be in 
order. Using Vietnamese source 
material rather than the like of 
the Toronto Globe and M ail or 
the New.York Times j we are 
forced to conclude that the 
Vietnamese haven 't sold out 
and are actively engaged in 
driving out the aggressor.

The question of a bombing halt 
on North Vietnam has raised  
some confusion in the minds of
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some people. The Vietnamese 
under questioning as to whether 
a halt to the bombing would 
lead to an end to the war have 
answered us in the affirm ative. 
But they have said it must be an 
un conditional, ha It in the bomb­
ing, and that bombing the North 
is  only part of the to ta l Ameri­
can aggression against Vietnam. 
The word "unconditional" is  the 
KEY word. The Americans say 
they are in South Vietnam be-

"The Basis for Genuine Peace" 
said as follows:

"Since the Johnson line has 
done nothing but lead the U .S . 
to ever more b itter setbacks in 
Vietnam, what could a Humph­
rey or a Nixon do who offers 
nothing new compared with 
Johnson?

"A sound policy, one which ' 
conforms to the higher in terests

"This is  the essen tia l content 
of the 4 points of DRVN govern­
ment and -;he Political Pro­
gramme of the South Vietnam 
NLF.

"Any electoral program of the 
American parties which ignores 
the above-m entioned points 
w ill only be a manoeuver aim­
ed at deceiving the e lec to rs.
It can only lead the United 
States to d isa s te r."

cause the North Vietnamese are 
guilty of aggression against 
South Vietnam. In view that 
Vietnam is  ONE country, the 
U .S . charge(that North Vietnam 
must cease its  aggression 
against the South)is just so 
much nonsense. By demanding 
tha t the U .S . "unconditionally" 
stop bombing North Vietnam, . 
they are saying that the U .S . 
m ustn 't put conditions on the 
bombing halt -  - the conditions 
being that the North Vietnamese 
cease  aid to their fellow coun­
trymen in the South.

In th is vein, the North Vietnam­
e se , commenting on the up­
coming U .S . elections in the 
Vietnam.Co_u.ri.er (No. 179, 
August 25, 1953) under the 
ti tle , "What Solution to the 
Vietnam Problem?" subtitled

of the American nation, must be 
capable of bringing peace to 
Vietnam. There can be no so l­
ution to the Vietnam problem if 
the following imperative re ­
quirements are not satisfied :

-  unconditional cessation  
of the bombing and all other 
acts of war by the U .S . on the 
whole DRVN territory;

- withdrawal from South 
Vietnam of all U .S , and sa t­
e llite  troops;

-  recognition of the NLF 
as the authentic representative 
of the South Vietnamese people;

-  Vietnam to the Vietnam­
ese: the affairs of Vietnam 
must be settled  by the Vietnam­
ese people them selves without 
any foreign interference.

As we go to p ress , Johnson 
has ju st ordered a halt to the 
bombing. We are convinced 
that this i-s another frantic 
move by the American imperi­
a lis ts  to extradite themselves 
from their dilemna. Events 
will prove that this loo will 
be only another fru itless eff­
ort on their part, as the only 
solution is for them to stop 
their aggression . The U .S . Is 
finished in Vietnam and must 
now find a way out without 
undermining their position in 
Asia and the world. Now, 
more than ever before, we must 
a ll step up our efforts, and de­
mand: U .S . Aggressors Get 
Out of Vietnam! End Canadian 
Support for U .S . Aggression in 
Vietnam! Support the National 
Liberation Front!

CANADIAN DEMONSTRATIONS
During the International Days 
of Protest on October 26th, de­
monstrations were held around 
the world against U .S . aggres­
sion In Vietnam, Across Canada 
in Winnipeg, Toronto, Vancouver,1 
e tc . ,  protest ra llies and 
marches were held with many 
people marching in support of 
the N.L.F„ In Toronto, upwards 
of 30 demonstrators were arrest­
ed - -  more about this in the 
next is su e .

to march for an NLF victory. 
About 2000 marched through the 
downtown area to the U .S . Con­
sulate where several U .S . flags 
were burned. Two of the three 
main speakers, Martin Loney - 
p residen t-e lec t of the Canadian 
Union of Students and 
Mordecai Briemberg ■— profess­
or at Simon Fraser University 
spoke in support of the NLF.
Tne youthful audience, most of 
whom carried signs such as

applauded warmly. Tom Berger, 
NDP-MLA, received less  than 
favourable response when he 
urged that people refrain from 
taking s id es .

The " Communist" Party boy­
cotted the march, while the 
Trotskyites manoeuvered as usu­
al to build their own organiza­
tion out of a genuine movement 
whose sentiments are over­
whelmingly in favour of the 
NLF. We in PWM are confident 
tha t a Large, broad-based anti­
im perialist, pro-national liber­
ation movement w ill be built in

The Vancouver Committee to 
Support the NLF rallied  people

"THEIR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT", 
"SUPPORT 'ME NLF AGAINST US. 
AGGRESSION, "

the near future supporting both 
Vietnamese and Canadian liber­
ation .
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a success of the peoples of the 
fraternal countries and our 
friends in the five continents.

On this occasion, on behalf of 
the party and government, I 
warmly commend our compatri­
ots and fighters in the whole 
country, and express sincere 
thanks for the great assis tan ce  
and the sympathy and support 
of the fraternal so c ia lis t count­
ries far and near, and of the 
peoples throughout the world, 
including the progressive 
people in the United S tates.

Dear compatriots and fighters !

We have defeated the war of 
destruction waged by the U .S. 
im perialists in the north. This, 
however, is  only an in itial 
victory. Tne U .S . im perialists 
are very obdurate and perfidi­
ous. They talk of "peace" and 
"nego tia tions", but they have 
not yet given up their aggres­
sive designs. Over one million 
U .S . , puppet and sate llite  
troops are s till perpetrating, 
daily, innumerable savage 
crimes against our compatriots 
in the south.

That is why, it is the sacred 
duty of our entire people now 
to increase' our determination 
to fight and to win, and our 
resolve to liberate the south, 
defend the north, and proceed 
toward the peaceful reunifica­
tion of the fatherland.

As long as there is a single 
aggressor in our country, we 
must fight on to sweep him 
away.

Let our compatriots and fighters 
in heroic south Vietnam, under 
the glorious banner of the 
National Front for Liberation,

HO CHI MINH'S APPEAL

Compatriots and fighters 
throughout the country!

tn the face of the big victories 
won by our armed “orces and 
people in both zones especially  
in the south since the begin­
ning of la s t spring, the U .S . 
government, on November 1, 
1968, was compelled to uncon­
ditionally stop the bombard­
ments on the whole territory of 
the Democratic Republic of 
Viet Nam.

T h is , after four years of e x ­
tremely heroic fighting our arm­
ed forces and people have won 
a glorious victory: they have 
shot down over 3,203 aircraft, 
shot ablaze nearly one hund­
red big and small w arships, 
thus defeating the war of 
destruction conducted by the 
U .S . im perialists against the 
northern part of our country.

This is a victory of very im­
portant significance for our 
people's great)struggle against 
U .S . aggression and for nation­
al salvation.

The U .S . im perialists wrongly 
thought that with the savage 
destructive force of bombs and 
shells they could weaken the 
north, prevent the support rend­
ered by the great rear area to 
the great front, and reduce the 
fighting capacity of the great 
south. The fact, however, is 
that the more the north fights 
the U .S . aggressors, the stron­
ger and steadier it becomes in 
every respect while constantly 
extending wholehearted support 
to the liberation struggle of 
compatriots in the south. Also, 
the more the compatriots in the 
south fight the U .S . aggressors, 
the closer their unity, the big­
ger their strength, and the 
greater their v ic tories.

This is a success of the correct 
revolutionary line of our party, 
a success of ardent patriotism 
and the strength of national 
unity and the determination to 
fight and to win, a success of 
the excellent system of socia l­
ism, and a success for our arm­
ed forces and people both in the 
south and the north. It is also



• unremittingly carry on their of- 
[ fensive and uprisings and reso ­

lutely march forward and win 
complete victory.

Let the armed forces in the 
north resolutely strive in the 
patriotic emulation to build 
socialism  and fulfil their duty 
to their b lood-sealed  southern 
compatriots o Let them a'.ways, 
sharpen their vigilance, en ­
hance their sense of se lf-re li­
ance, and increase their 
strength and their preparedness 
in order to foil a ll new schemes 
of the enemy.

We believe that our people's 
struggle against U .S . aggres­
sion and for national salvation 
will enjoy ever stronger sym­
pathy, support and assis tance  
from the peoples of the fraternal 
countries and the peoples 
throughout the world including 
the progressive people in the 
United S ta tes.

Having gone through nearly one 
hundred years of colonialist 
yoke and more than 20 years of 
struggle against im perialist 
aggression, our people, more 
than anyone e lse , ardently 
cherish peace for national con­
struction. But, that must be 
genuine peace in indepedence 
and freedom,,

For that reason we firmly de­
mand that:

-the U .S . government put an 
end to its  war of aggression 
against Viet Nam, renounce all 
acts encroaching on the sov­
ereignty and security of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam.

-a l l  U .S . and sa te llite  troops 
be withdrawn from south Viet 
Nam.

-the internal affairs of south 
Viet Nam be settled  by the south 
Vietnamese people them selves

N. L. F. STATEMENT
STATEMENT OF CENTRAL COM- - 
MITTEE OF SOUTH VIET NAM 
NATIONAL FRONT FOR LIBERA­
TION ON POLITICAL SETTLE­
MENT OF SOUTH VIET NAM 
PROBLEM.

For fourteen years now, in an 
attempt to m aterialize their 
scheme to turn south Viet Nam 
into a neo-colony and military 
base of the United S tates, the 
U .S . im perialists have carried 
out a policy of aggression, the 
most ru thless in history, 
against the Vietnamese people, 
grossly trampling on indepen- 
denc, sovereignty, unity and 
territoral integrity of Viet Nam 
which have been reconized by 
the 1954 Geneva agreem ents.

brutal puppet regime, and have 
tried by stee l and fire to impose 
their domination on the south 
Vietnamese people.

However, united millions as one 
the south Vietnamese people 
have risen  up valiantly  and have 
fought hard and perseveringly 
against the aggressors and the 
tra ito rs. Under the glorious 
banner of the South Vuet Nam 
National Front for Liberation 
and with the wholehearted a s ­
sistance of their compatriots in 
north Viet Nam and the firm and 
strong sympathy and support of 
friendly governments and of the 
whole world's people, the south 
Vietnamese people have repeat­
edly won ever bigger victories 
in their sacred war of resistance

The U .S . have rigged up in 
south Viet Nam an extremely n attempt to stave off their

in accordance with the political 
programme of the south Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation, 
without any foreign interference.

-the reunification of Vietnam 
be se ttled  by the people of 
rne two zones--sou th  and north- 
without any foreign interference.

Dear compatriots and fighters!

Ahead of us lie many more hard­
ships and sac rifices . But our 
people 's great struggle against 
U .S . imperialism and for nation­
al salvation is vigorously ad ­
vancing towards victory. The 
fatherland is exhorting us to 
march on with a high mettle and 
completely defeat the U .S . ag­
gressors .

Tne U .S . im perialists will be
defea ted !

Our people will win!

Hanoi, November 3, 1968.

complete co llapse, the U .S . 
im perialists have m assively 
sent U .S . expeditionary troops 
for direct aggression against 
south Viet Nam, while conduct­
ing a war of destruction against 
the democratic republic of Viet 
Nam, thus perpetrating innum­
erable savage crimes every­
where in both zones of Viet 
Name

But, no brutal force can save 
the U .S . aggressors and their 
henchmen from ignominious 
fa ilu re s .

Fighting with matchless hero­
ism, the armed forces and 
people in North Viet Nam have 
shot down over 3,200 U .S . a ir­
craft, defeating the U .S . war 
of destruction and fulfilling 
their duty as the great rear to 
the great front.

/O.

The armed forces and people in’ 
South Viet Nam have foiled all 
the U .S . plans to intensify its 
war of aggression and, since 
early spring this year, have 
been attacking and rising up 
continually and simultaneously, 
dealing thunder blows at the 
U .S . puppets right in their 
hideouts, recording unprece­
dented big victories in all 
fie ld s , changing the war s itu ­
ation, and further driving the 
U .S . puppets into a position of 
passiveness and collapse from 
which it is impossible for them 
to get up.

In face of the valiant and un­
flagging struggle and the v ic ­
tories of great significance in 
a ll fie lds of the people through­
out our country, and in face of 
the strong demand of the 
world's people including pro­
gressive people in the United 
S tates, the U .S . government 
has been compelled to agree to 
and effect an unconditional 
cessa tion  of the bombardments 
on the whole territory of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam. This is an extremely 
great victory of the people in 
a ll of Viet Nam and of the 
peace-loving people in the 
world.

This, however, does not mean 
that the U .S . im perialists 
have as yet given up their 
aggressive design against Viet 
Nam. They are obdurately 
stepping up their war in South 
Viet Nam and clinging to the 
puppet adm inistration in the 
hope of maintaining their neo- 
colonialist rule in South Viet 
Nam and prolonging the part­
ition of Viet Nam. They are 
stubbornly carrying on acts  of 
encroachment on the sovreignty 
and security of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam.

They keep demanding a price 
for their stopping the war of

destruction in North Viet Nam.

The South Vietnamese people 
and ;he South Viet Nam Nation­
al Front for Liberation reso lu te­
ly demand that the United 
Srates stop for good all acts of 
encroachment on the sover­
eignty and security of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam, put an end to their war of 
aggression in South Viet Nam, 
carry out. a ll its  pledges at the 
1954 Geneva Conference on Viet 
Nam, and respect the im pres­
criptible national rights of the 
South Vietnamese people.

The South Vietnamese people 
cherish peace. But that must 
be a peace in independence and 
freedom. Representing this 
aspiration and resolve, and 
basing itse lf  on its  political 
programme, the South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation 
solemnly declares its  stand re ­
garding Lhe political settlem ent 
of the South Viet Nam problem 
as follows:

1. South Viet Nam is re­
solved to struggle for the mat­
erialization of its sacred rights, 
namely independence, demo­
cracy, peace, neutrality , pros

parity, and ultimate peacefu' 
reunification of the fatherland.

2. U .S . imperialism must 
put an end :o its war of aggres­
sion against Viet Nam, w ith­
draw all its troops and troops of 
its  sa te llite s  and a ll war means 
from South Viet Nam, and li­
quidate a ll U .S . military bases 
in South Viet Nam.

3. The internal affairs of 
the South Vietnamese people 
must be settled  by the South 
Vietnamese people them selves 
in accordance with the political 
programme of the South Viet Nam 
National Front for Liberation, 
without foreign interference. A 
broad national and democratic 
coalition government, is to be 
formed; and free general e lec ­
tions in South Viet Nam are to 
be held.

4 . The reunification of 
Viet Nam w ill be decided by the 
people in the two zones of Viet 
Nam, step by step , by peace­
ful means and on the basis  of 
consultations and agreements 
between the two zones, without 
foreign in terference.

5. South Viet Nam will 
pursue a foreign policy of 
peace and neutrality: no mili­
tary alliance in any form with 
foreign countries, and estab ­
lishment of friendly relations 
with a ll countries on the five 
principles of peaceful c o -ex is ­
ten ce . Good neighbourhood 
relations w ill be se t up with the 
kingdom of Cambodia on the 
basis of respect for her inde­
pendence, sovereignty, neu­
tra lity  and territorial integrity 
with her present borders, and 
with Laos on the basis  of re­
spect for the 1962 Geneva 
Agreements concerning that 
country.

The U .S . im perialists are the 
aggressors in South Viet Nam.

II



The South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation is the or­
ganizer and leader of the 
South Vietnamese people in 
their war of resistance against 
U .S . aggression, resistance 
which is  going from one v ic ­
tory to another. The South Viet 
Nam National Front for Libera­
tion is building up and devel­
oping a revolutionary adm inis­
tration of the South Vietnamese 
people. The governments of 
many countries and the world's 
people have recognized the 
South Viet Nam National Front 
for Liberation and given it 
great support and ass is tan c e . 
The South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation is the 
authentic representative of the 
legitim ate aspirations of the 
South Vietnamese people and 
has full competence to settle  
all problems concerning South 
Viet Nam.

The South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation reiterates 
its  complete unanimity of 
views with and full support for 
the four-point stand of the 
government of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam. This 
stand embodies the aspirations 
and will of the entire Vietnam­
ese people, and constitutes 
the correct basis for the 
settlem ent of the Viet Nam 
is s u e .

Now that the U .S . has uncon­
ditionally stopped bombing and 
shelling North Viet Nam, the 
South Viet Nam National Front 
for Liberation firmly supports 
the stand of the government of 
the Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam as expounded in its s ta te ­
ment of November 2, 1968 
aimed at finding a political 
solution to the Viet Nam pro­
blem. After d iscussions with 
the Central Committee of the 
Viet Nam Alliance of National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces, 
and reaching unanimity of

views with it, the South Viet 
Nam National Front for Libera­
tion agrees to the holding of a 
conference of four parties com­
prising: the Democratic Repub­
lic of Viet Nam, the South Viet 
Nam National Front for Libera­
tion, the United States of Amer­
ica and the Saigon adm inistra­
tion . At. this conference, the 
South Viet Nam National Front 
for Liberation will represent 
the voice of the South Vietnam­
ese people, the voice of ju s ­
tic e .

The present adm inistration 
in Saigon Is but. a clique of 
traitors and heachment of the 
U .S . aggressors, it runs coun­
te r to the legitim ate aspirations 
of the entire people of South 
Viet Nam. It has been strongly 
opposed by our people and 
spurned by progressive people 
in the world. This adm inistra­
tion does not represent any­
body. The presence of the 
representatives of the Saigon 
adm inistration at the above- 
said conference does not mean 
recognition of that regime by 
the South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation.

Despite its obvious failure, the 
United States s till has not 
given up its aggressive design 
against Viet Nam. As for our 
people's resis tance , the nearer 
the victory, the more its diffi­
cu ltie s . Warmly responding to 
President Ho Chi Minin's sacred 
appeal of November 3, 1963,
" so long as there is a single 
aggressor in our country, we 
must fight on to wipe him away," 
let a ll our compatriots and all 
the fighters of the South Viet 
Nam Pe ople’s Liberation Armed 
Forces strengthen their resolve 
and fight perseveringly till final 
victory. Let us hold high the 
banner of victory, rush forward 
with heroism and vigour, en ­
hance the mettle of continual, 
offensive and continual up­

rising to defeat the U .S . war of 
aggression, overthrow the 
clique of tra ito rs, wrest back 
complete power for the people, 
and fulfil gloriously our sacred 
m ission, namely to liberate 
South Viet Nam, defend North 
Viet Nam, proceed toward the 
peaceful reunification of the 
fatherland, and contribute to the 
maintenance of peace in Asia 
and Vie world!

Soldiers and officers of the 
puppet army and personnel of 
the puppet adm inistration, have 
a timely and clear appraisal of 
the situation , go over to the 
side of the fatherland, join the 
people in fighting to save the 
country, your homes, and your 
own lives, against the U .S . 
aggressors and their henchmen. 
The South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation and the 
people are prepared to welcome 
you.

The Central Committee of the 
South Viet Nam National Front 
for Liberation calls upon all 
governments, a ll organizations, 
a ll democratic personalities, 
and progressive people through­
out. the world, including pro­
gressive people in the United 
S tates, to give vigorous sup­
port to the ju st stand of the 
South Viet Nam National Front 
for Liberation, and render more 
active ass is tan ce  to the South 
Vietnamese people 's struggle 
against U .S . aggression and 
for national salvation, till its 
complete victory.

South Viet Nam decidedly must 
be liberated!

The Vietnamese people's 
struggle against U .S . aggres­
sion and for national salvation 
will surely triumph!

South Viet Nam, 
November 3, 1968.

VOTE FOR THE 
DEMOCRATS

VOTE FOR. THE 
*eP U © U  CANS

THE U.S. ELECTION
There are a number of quite 
obvious reasons why Canada 
should be concerned with the 
trends of events in the United 
S ta tes. The close proximity of 
our country to that of the fright­
ening giant to the south would 
alone be sufficient reason for an 
anxious scanning of the political 
horizon, but there are even more 
solid reasons than th a t. Our 
economy is almost entirely un­
der the domination of the giant 
U .S . monopolies such as 
General M otors, General Elec­
tric , Standard O il, International 
Telephone and Telegraph, Gen­
eral Electronics, e tc . Parallel­
ing th is domination is the U.S. 
control over the Canadian 

trade union movement. And, 
finally , our politicians are well 
known for their subservient a t­
titude before the U .S . lords of 
high finance. Obviously, Can­
ada cannot escape the effects 
of any sharp change in political 
climate in the United S tates.

The election campaign, and 
ultim ately the election itse lf, 
is a reflection of the crisis in 
the United S tates, a crisis that 
sharpens the contradictions 
even between various groups in 
the ruling c la s s , and between 
the U .S . adm inistration and

;he sta te  adm inistrations of 
other im perialist and cap ita list 
countries.

Only an end to imperialism and 
exploitation could solve the 
problems of the United S tates, 
but a ll of the candidates for the 
office of president were com­
mitted to maintaining the im­
peria list system and therefore 
had no effective programme to 
offer the electo ra te .

Humphrey, for the Democrats, 
was a top-ranked member of 
the Johnson adm inistration 
since its inception. He was a 
leading member of the team un­
der whose adm inistration the 
crisis  of the ghettos has reach­
ed disastrous proportions; the 
fasc ist tendencies of the s ta te , 
especially  in police and nation­
al guards departm ents, has ad­
vanced with giant s trides; the 
poverty of the working people 
has increased despite the 
vaunted affluence of the U .S . 
economy; the administration 
has become ever more deeply 
mired in the war in Vietnam and 
at increasing cost in lives and 
material wealth; the financial 
cost of the war in Vietnam now 
exceeds $30 billion annually, 
and :his, together with other

international payments and the 
export of finance of the further 
expansion of imperialism, 
causes a crisis  in the balance 
of international paym ents.
These "accomplishments" of 
the Johnson adm inistration mean 
political and economic crisis  of 
gigantic proportions with no end 
in sigh t.

Humphrey, a leading figure for 
many years in the Democratic 
Party and in Democratic admin­
istra tion , appeared before the 
electorate as one who bears a 
large share of the responsibility 
for existing conditions, and 
found it virtually im possible to 
pretend he is anything different 
than what he always has been— 
a thoroughgoing reactionary de­
fender of U .S . im perialism .

Nixon, on the other hand, was 
in a position of being able to 
attack the record of the Demo­
cratic adm inistration and pick 
up votes from those who were 
alarmed and confused by the 
general decay evident in every 
aspect of U .S . socie ty . Of 
course, on the basic  issu es of 
civil rights, poverty, and Viet­
nam, the Republican Party can 
do no more to resolve them than 
the Democrats. But Nixon was 
able to conceal th is somewhat 
by avoiding saying very much 
about his proposals.

A new ingredient in this cam­
paign was the candidacy of 
W allace, the p re-h istoric can­
didate from the Southern States. 
W allace came into the cam­
paign with a very simple solu ­
tion to all problems - -  more 
war and more police brutality. 
Associated with W allace in the 
campaign was General Curtis 
(the happy bomber) LeMay, who 
thinks nuclear weapons are no 
more dangerous than a rusty 
knife.



W allace received a significant 
percentage (some fifteen per­
cent) of the popular vote. The 
neo-N azi party in W est Ger­
many created quite a s tir when 
it received only 9 percent of 
the v o te s. What should be our 
feeling about the 1.5% of the 
votes received by the fasc is t 
demagogue W allace? This is 
s ti l l  only a minority, but H itler 
too had only a minority followr' 
ing . The size and success of 
the W allace campaign and the 
support for W allace among 
armed fasc is t police and various 
Nazi groups, is an indication of 
how far the U .S . ruling c lass  
has gone along the road to 
fascism .

This does not mean, of course, 
that progressive Americans 
should have voted for Humphrey 
or Nixon, in order to keep 
W allace out. Fascism never 
wins or lo ses at the polling 
p laces , but in the s tree ts , the 
workshops, the fields and uni­
v e rs itie s . During the presiden­
tia l campaign, there were many 
examples of sharp struggle 
against the fa sc is t elem ents. 
(The resis tan ce  to Chicago po­
lice brutality  at the Democratic 
Convention is the most famous.) 
But. in spite of the many 
episodes of heroic res is tan ce , 
it is apparent that, at the mo­
ment, the in itiative is in the 
hands of the reactionaries. If 
th is  were not so, a man with 
the message that W allace pro­
pagates could not speak in the 
highly industrialized c ities of 
the United S tates, not to men­
tion getting sufficient support 
to win a place on the ballot in 
all 50 s ta te s .

The reason for this situation is 
not. because of the strength of 
the fa sc is t element, although 
that is a serious fact that must 
be taken note of. The true rea ­
son is that the an ti-fa sc is t,

I an ti-im peria list forces are bad­

ly divided, immobilized, their 
struggle not consisten t and sus­
ta ined , but of an episodic char­
ac ter. The Left lacks unity and 
concrete objectives; therefore 
it appears weak in the face of 
the fa sc is t offensive. A large 
section of the potentially anti­
fa sc is t youth movement in the 
U .S . were followers of the 
Kennedy and McCarthy camps 
and with' the assassin a tio n  of 
Kennedy and the drop-out of 
M cCarthy, these important 
forces did not move towards 
new and more advanced forms 
of struggle, but, for the most 
part, have given way to fee l­
ings of pessimism and defeat 
and are continuing to remain 
"neu tral0" If they continue to 
remain "neutral" fascism  will 
have taken a giant, stride to ­
ward victory.

The situation is an extremely 
serious one for the whole world 
and certainly for Canada which 
is so close to the U .S .,  and 
politically  and economically 
dominated by the U .S . mono­
p o lis ts . Working people in 
Canada must stand prepared to 
render a ll possib le aid to the 
democratic element in the 
United S tates. We could begin 
now by taking one important 
step that would give support to 
the a n ti-fa sc is ts  and sim ultan­
eously advance the fight for an 
independent Canada. That step 
would be in pressing more v i­
g o ro u s ly  the struggle for an 
independent Canadian trade 
union movement. George 
Meany; his anti-Communist 
"foreign m inister", Jay Love- 
stone; and their reactionary 
and rac ist band that, control the 
affairs of the AFL-CIO, and 
hence the affairs of the major 
portion of the Canadian move­
ment, are real agents of U .S . 
imperialism and fasc is t reaction 
An open break with these labour 
lieutenants of the ruling c lass  
on the part of Canadian union­

is ts  would be a real and impor­
tan t and effective blow struck 
in support of American anti­
fa sc is ts  and for Canadian inde­
pendence.

One thing that became clear 
during the election campaign is 
the trend towards greater pro­
tection for U .S . industry. In 
view of the domination of our 
economy, and the subservience 
of our ruling class and our poli­
tic ians to U .S , po litical and 
economic in te res ts , a move to ­
ward the direction of greater 
protectionist measures will do 
serious damage to our economy 
and our industrial development 
which are already in bad shape. 
Canadians had better begin 
giving some serious thought to 
the steps necessary  to defend 
our in terests  and to stop the 
inroads of fascism  across our 
border. We should make every 
effort to support and strengthen 
the an ti- fa sc is t forces in the 
U .S .,  and the most effective 
measure we could take is to 
immediately secure our own 
po litical and economic indepen­
dence. We would like to know 
what the great, radical demo­
crat, Pierre Elliot Trudeau, has 
in mind in this regard.

White House on Election Day.

OTHER U.S. NEWS
Acts of sabo tage-resistance 
have begun to occur with great­
er frequency in the United 
S tates, a sure indication that 
the an ti-im peria list, an ti­
fa sc is t struggle is on the up­
grade. A few such acts of 
recent vintage are as follows:

In Eugene, Oregon, on Septem­
ber 29, a series of explosions 
rocked the Eugene Naval and 
Marine Corps Training Center. 
Four dump trucks, a 12-ton 
crane, an armoured personnel 
carrier, a trailer and a radio 
tower were destroyed in the 
b la s t.

In M ilwaukee, draft records 
were destroyed and the W is­
consin Selective Service 
headquarters in M adison was 
fire-bom bed.

Resistance to the draft for 
service in Vietnam is  also  on 
the inc rease . iUso, an increa­
sing number of draftees are 
being court-m artialed for re ­
fusing orders for transfer to 
Vietnam and for engaging in 
a n ti- fa sc is t, an ti-im perialist, 
anti-w ar dem onstrations.

There is plenty of evidence 
that, there are progressive 
forces in the United States 
prepared to take effective 
action . The important thing is 
to  unite them and give them 
some common direction.

THE TRIAL OF HUEY NEWTON

Huey Newton, a leader of the 
Black Panther Party in the Unit­
ed S tates, has been declared 
guilty of "voluntary man­
slaughter" on a charge arising 
out of an alleged battle with 
white police in Oakland, C ali­

fornia. The original charge 
was one of murder, but a jury 
did not believe the prosecution 
evidence, yet'w as unable to 
completely res is t the pressure 
from the state and therefore 
hesitated  to find Newton inno­
cent and se t him free.

Defense Attorney, Charles 
Garry, stated: "We are keenly 
and absolutely disappointed in 
the verd ict. It makes no sense 
on legal or evidentiary grounds 
. . . .  He either had a gun or 
he d id n 't."  The verdict, like 
the evidence that proceeded it, 
was full of contradictions.

Notice of appeal was given by 
the defense, but bail, auto­
matic in any other case of this 
nature, was refused by the 
judge. The decision by the 
judge to refuse bail was cer­
ta in ly  political and probably 
rac is t .

On September 27, sentence of 
two to fifteen years was passed 
on Newton. This means that 
the Oakland establishm ent has 
had its way on the elimination 
of Huey Newton, at least to 
the extent that they are pre­
venting him from organizing the 
Black people of Oakland to 
stand up and fight for their 
righ ts. However, they are far 
from satisfied  as they had been 
looking forward to a political 
a ssassin a tio n .

The sentence passed by the 
court means that the California 
Adult Authority w ill decide the 
minimum amount of time to be 
served before Newton becomes 
eligible for parole. The same 
Authority w ill decide if, in fact, 
he will be granted parole be ­
fore the end of the fifteen year 
maximum sentence.

It was th is board which revoked 
the parole of Eldridge C leaver, 
Black Panther Party leader, and 
Peace and Freedom Party candi­
date for President of the U. S.
A superior court judge had ruled 
the board acted illegally  in re ­
voking C leav e r 's  parole; this 
decision w as, in turn, over-ruled 
by the Court of Appeal which 
means C leaver will go back to 
prison unless further appeals 
change the decision.

This California Adult Authority 
is a body of seven men who 
determine whether a prisoner 
will go free or stay in ja il ,  once 
convicted. The governor of the 
state  appoints members for a 
four-year term. At the end of 
the term, if they have made de­
cisions politically  satisfactory  
to the incumbent governor, they 
may be re-appointed. Those 
with unsatisfactory records can 
be replaced when their term ex­
p ires. The governor may also  
appoint a chairman "from time 
to tim e," a phrasing of the s ta ­
tute which gives him authority 
to replace a chairman anytime 
he choses. Obviously, the 
Adult Authority is extremely 
susceptible to political, p res­
sure .
It is reported that the Black Pan­
ther Party is seeking internation­
al support to help publicize these 
c a se s  and to put pressure on the 
state  administration in California 
to end the political imprisonment 
of the two leaders of the Black 
liberation struggle.
Those who want to a s s is t  with 
the defense fund or send message 
of solidarity should write to;
Black Panther Party, 3106 
Shattuck Ave. , Berkeley,
C alifornia. U. S. A.

It has also been reported that 
Eldridge Cleaver has been ruled 
off the Presidental ballot in 
California on the grounds he does 
not qualify for President of the 
United States because he is two 
years short of the 35 years of 
age required under the constitu ­
tion. Other s ta tes  will no doubt 
follow California in th is decision.



BRITISH LABOUR PARTY CONVENTION
The British "Labour" Party 
recently  held its annual con­
ference September 30 to 
October 4.

The site  chosen was Blackpool 
in north w est England, 
traditional holiday resort for 
Britain 's industrial workers, 
but their was little  of the 
holiday atmosphere at this 
conference which had the 
purpose of exhorting Britons 
to work harder in order to 
benefit Capitalism , and its  
representative — the British 
Labour Party. However the 
first session  of the conference 
was hardly .under way when 
the mood of the workers was 
shown. Dozens of placard­
carrying miners representatives 
forced their way into the lavish- 
ly decorated Winter Gardens in 
protest against the increasing 
layoffs of thousands of miners. 
So-called "militant" trade 
unionists, acting under 
pressure from the rank-and-file 
began an attack  on the "Prices 
and Income Policy" of the 
"Labour" bureaucrats. Although 
the resolution condemning the 
policy was successfu l by a 
five to one majority, W ilson 
declared that he had no in ten ­
tion of carrying out the w ill of 
the conference and the Prices 
and Incomes Policy would stay .

This is democracy in the 
British Labour Party.

Among other enlightening re ­
marks issued  by Wilson was 
a warning to workers against 
" ill-considered  industrial ac ­
tion which would ruin Labour" s 
chance of winning the next 
General Election" . In other 
words, don't strike or we may 
lose our soft, comfortable jobs 
and exorbitant sa la ries .

After the ritual of lambasting 
government policy, the so- 
called  " left" wing of the party 
threw their principles overboard 
(if they had any left) and 
rallied  round their glorious 
leader and party. Union 
bosses Cousins and Scanlon 
were first in line to heap 
praise on W ilson 's head a l­
though admitting that the party 
"had fallen far short of its 
expected results" .

The economic crises has hit 
Britain's C apitalist c lass  a 
telling  blow. Consequently 
the Labour Party, acting for the 
Capitalists, has been increas­
ingly shifting the economic 
burden onto the backs of 
Britain's w orkers. However 
th is crisis  has worsened con­
siderably over the la st four 
years of Labour Party rule.
The devaluation of the pound 
in November 1967, instead  of 
improving the situation has re­
sulted in sharp increases in 
the payments deficit. The 
trade deficit in the first eight 
months of th is year is almost 
three times larger than that of 
the first nine months of 1967.

Slogans such as "work harder", 
"back Britain" have been used 
desperately in an attempt to 
correct this worsening situation.

Even England's most titled  
p arasite , Philip, dragged him­
self away from polo games and 
urged Britons to exert them-1 
selves to the utm ost.

Canadians should be more than 
casually  in terested  in the 
events unfolding in Britain.
Our own social-dem ocratic 
party, the NDP, operating 
under the guise of a so c ia lis t-  
labour party, holds similar 
policy to its  3ritish counterpart 
and can be relied on to act in 
a sim ilar manner, if elected  to 
power. Similarly, however, 
Canadians would soon realize , 
as thousands of Britons are 
realizing , that no help can be 
expected from a party govern­
ing a C apitalist s ta te .

A true so c ia lis t alternative is 
available to the British people, 
however. Since the decline of 
the revisionist-corrupt 
Communist Party of Britain, 
M arxist-Leninist groups have 
inevitably sprung up in England 
and national liberation move­
ments are also  on the rise in 
Scotland and W ales.

It remains only a matter of 
time before a true Communist 
party emerges to lead the 
British people toward indepen­
dence and Socialism.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
THE OCCUPATION BECOMES PERMANENT

Despite the absence of any 
real resistance to the Russian 
occupation, Czechoslovakia 
continues to be a focal point 
of c risis  in Eastern Europe. 
Having till now failqd dismally 
in their frantic search for loyal 
stooges, with some public 
standing, to rule on their be­
half, the Moscow revisionists 
are compelled to prepare for 
permanent encampment on 
Czech territory in order to 
keep in line the Dubcek agents 
of the cap ita lis t c la s s . This 
continuing occupation stands 
as a constant reminder of Russ­
ian aggression against an in ­
dependent s ta te , and a continu­
ing expose of the essen tia lly  
reactionary features of Soviet 
rev ision ist rule.

Until now the working people 
of Czechoslovakia have re ­
mained relatively  inactive in 
the face of Russian aggression. 
No doubt the mass of the 
people are temporarily immobil­
ized and discontented as a 
resu lt of rev isionist control of 
their revolutionary party, and 
consequent misdirection of 
the struggle. How long it will 
take the workers to regain their 
bearings and chart a correct 
revolutionary course is  difficult 
to estim ate when one is this far 
removed from the scene of con­
flic t and authentic information 
is  so hard to obtain in the face 
of stric t censorship.

first week or two almost no­
thing has been said about the 
Soviet act of aggression.
There is no longer any doubt 
in the mind of anyone that the 
Soviet ruling clique and the 
U .S . im perialists have an 
agreement on the division of 
the world. But, as the old 
saying goes, "When thieves 
fa ll out, honest men come into 
their own", so when the U .S . 
im perialists attempted to s tea l 
a march on Moscow, by in fil­
trating the Czechoslovak 
economy with the aim of 
ultim ate control, the Soviet 
rulers acted to protect their 
foreign, im perialist in te rests , 
with the resu lt that the whole 
world can see the extent of the 
treachery of Brezhnev and 
Kosygin.

Signs Show the Invaders 
the Way to Moscow.

One of the most significant 
facts in the whole affair is the 
almost total lack of in terest in 
the fate of Czechoslovakia 
exhibited by the W estern 
im perialist powers. After the 
flurry of propaganda during the

The Moscow clique are hard- 
pressed to "justify" their in ­
vasion. They offer the excuse 
that socialism  in Czecho­
slovakia was being threatened 
by the western im peria lists.
In th is effort at “justification" 
they studiously ignore two

important points: (1) With the 
active ass is tan ce  of the Soviet 
ruling clique, Czechoslovakia 
had already abandoned socia l­
ism and had returned :o the 
road of cap ita lis t development. 
H ence, the "defence of socia l­
ism" was in no way involved 
as Moscow alleges; (2) Lenin 
long ago said that the fact that 
the im perialists might take 
advantage of self-determ ination 
could in no way alter the stand 
of Communists on this front.
If there was socialism  in 
Czechoslovakia the working 
people of Czechoslovakia could 
them selves be depended on to 
defend it .  What Mos cow was 
defending was not socialism , 
but a slice of the Mu scovite 
em pire.

A positive and valuable feature 
of the invasion and occupation 
is  the almost to tal exposure 
of the im perialist nature of 
Soviet rev isionist rule.
Almost the entire base of 
international support for the 
Soviet clique has been eroded. 
Among the western Communist 
(revisionist) Parties the 
insignificant Canadian and 
U .S . factions stand almost 
alone in unqualified support 
of the Moscow invasion.
Both groups are heavily de­
pendent on Moscow for 
financial support.

The Kashtan faction had to 
apologize for its  previous less 
than en thusiastic  declaration 
of loyalty and assure Moscow 
of future conduct if forgiven 
their sin against the Soviet 
ruling c la s s . The Canadian 
Tribune even published a 
bogus document long since ex­
posed as a forgery and aban-
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doned by Moscow because it 
would not bear examination.
This was the document which 
fa lsely  declared that the 
"Warsaw Nations" were re ­
sponding to an appeal for 
a ss is tan ce  from an un-named 
group in the Central Committee.

Things are so bad for Kosygin 
and company that even the 
World Federation of Trade 
Unions, always a pliable 
Soviet tool, found it necessary  
to condemn the invasion. Not 
a single b it of support for the 
occupation in C zechoslovakia. 
On the contrary, numerous 
resolutions of protest have 
been passed .

In the U .S .S .R . itse lf  a 
demonstration of protest in 
Red Square resulted  in a rrests , 
beatings, and lengthy sen ­
tences to  confinement in labour 
cam ps. That the protesters 
were exclusively confined to 
confused petty-bourgeois 
in te llec tuals  with bourgeois 
pretentions, people who were 
to tally  iso la ted  from the 
m asses, and especially  from 
the working c la s s , is beside 
the point. The real signifi­
cance of the panic exhibited 
by the ruling group in the 
arrests and beatings, and in 
the vicious sentences handed 
down, is  in its  evidence of a 
real fear of a mass uprising of 
the working people in opposi­
tion to M oscow 's policies of 
im perialist conquest and 
exploitation ,

That there is a sharpening of 
the c risis  in the U.S.S.R,, and 
Eastern Europe there can be no 
doubt. The ruling group in 
Moscow w ill try to solve the 
c risis  by means of increased 
exploitation of the working 
people a t home, a policy of 
im perialist expansion to win

super-profits abroad and in ­
tensified  competition to secure 
a larger share of world markets. 
These policies must lead to 
growing resistance  to exploit­
ation on the part of the working 
people at home, the develop­
ment of armed struggle for 
national liberation in the 
occupied te rrito ries, and cut­
throat competition with the 
im perialist powers over the 
fight for a bigger slice of 
world trade. Already the 
effects of such cut-throat 
competition can be seen in 
many p l a c e s f o r  example, in 
the Middle East and in Latin 
America. The unmasking of 
the Soviet rev ision ists and the 
deepening crisis  w ill certainly 
hasten the development of 
struggle and bring an early end 
to rev ision ist rule, and return 
the U .S .S .R . to the Leninist 
path.

In Czechoslovakia the Dubcek 
group has so far managed to 
keep things fairly well under 
control. How many revolution­
aries have been murdered, im­
prisoned or driven into hiding 
in order to maintain the air of 
calm resignation is as yet 
unknown. What is certain is 
the fact that the Dubcek group 
is tolerated but not trusted by 
M oscow. Neither is  Dubcek 
trusted  by the mass of working 
people who can see through his 
"economic reforms" and so- 
called  " so c ia lis t democracy" 
which mean only freedom for 
reactionary bourgeois and 
fa sc is t gangs to operate with 
the connivance of the state 
adm inistration.

The limited circle of support 
that Dubcek did have is now 
rapidly melting away. Some 
who were misled by the 
flowery rhetoric have now shed 
their illusions in the cold 
light of dawn; some have begun 
to move to the new source of

power, the occupation author­
ity , in order to improve their 
own chances for enrichment; 
some have fled the scene of 
conflict altogether and sought 
sanctuary under the wing of 
W estern im perialism . When 
Dubcek is a t la st completely 
d iscredited and the last 
vestiges of support have d is ­
appeared, the Moscow imper­
ia lis ts  can be expected to 
remove him without ceremony 
and scarcely  anyone will mourn 
his passing .

But any new occupant of the 
sea t of power who is insta lled  
by the Russian occupants of 
Czech territory is  certain to be 
immediately met with mass 
hostility . Such a hand-picked 
stooge will increase unrest 
and res is tan ce , not lessen  it .  
This will only make more clear 
the principal contradiction, 
now somewhat obscured by the 
toadying of Dubcek and his 
crew. That principal contra­
diction being between Russian 
im perialist aggression on the 
one hand, and the great mass 
of the people of Czechoslovakia 
united in determination to re ­
s is t aggression and free the 
nation on the other hand. It 
is a contradiction that will be 
solved by people 's armed 
struggle against the oppressor.

The occupation of Czecho­
slovakia by Russian troops has 
caused consternation in the 
rev ision ist camp abroad.
Basing their appeal on reforms, 
democracy and peaceful co­
ex istence, the rev isionist 
parties, especia lly  in Italy 
and France, had great hopes of 
increasing their influence and, 
consequently, the number of 
seats they held in parliam ent. 
Now they can see their prestige 
declining and their parliam ent- 
ry position in mortal danger. 
Some who have no fundamental 
disagreement with the Moscow

resistance  to Russian aggress-

clique have reacted angrily to 
the heavy-handed way in which 
their Russian colleagues seek 
to achieve their ob jectives.

Their protests are more a 
matter of trying to save their 
own political skins than a case 
of any basic  differences as to 
the path to follow.

The recent elections in Sweden 
are probably a pretty fair 
indication of what to expect. 
There the rev isionist C .P . 
lost 5 of the 8 seats previously 
held, leaving them with just 3, 
the lowest number in some 
years. Tnis was no indication 
of a right-wing trend since the 
extreme right was virtually 
wiped out a t the polls, and the 
ruling social-dem ocrats made

all the gains. The rev isionist 
parties are obviously losing 
much of their influence and 
support.

However, the real beginning 
of the end for the Moscow 
ruling group will be when the 
working m asses rise  in armed

ion and the proletariat of 
Europe come to their a s s is t ­
ance. With their magnificent 
background of struggle, it 
should not take the Czecho­
slovaks long to make up their 
minds to rise up and overthrow 
the oppressors.

MILITARY COUP IN PERU
A military coup in Peru has 
overthrown the regime of 
President Belaunde Terry, 
in the fifth year of a scheduled 
six  year term of office.
Belaunde Terry himself 
ascended to power following 
the la s t coup which occured in 
1962.

The m ilitarists are attempting 
to give a semblance of demo­
cracy and national independ­
ence to their action by cancell­
ing a contract with a U . S. oil 
firm and accusing the deposed 
regime of a ll sorts of corruptior 
and irregu larities . However, 
the Peruvian army is s till under 
the themb of the Pentagon and 
the CIA and U .S . firms s till 
continue to expand their oper­
ations and reap enormous pro­
fits  out of the exploitation of 
the people and natural resourc­
es of Peru. Taking th is into 
consideration, the U .S . is 
temporarily withdrawing "aid"

and holding up recognition of 
the military junta. The military 
regime that has been insta lled  
co n sis ts , after a ll, of a number 
of young colonels who were 
trained in the United States and 
in the U .S . government-run 
"School of the Americas" in the 
Panama Canal Zone.

While the official reason gi\ren 
fcr the coup was a charge 
against the civilian government 
of ignoring the national 
in terest in negotiating a deal 
with the U .S . owned 
International Petroleum C o., 
the real reason was because 
of an internal struggle over 
division of spo ils , which 
showed signs of endangering 
the solidarity  and consequent 
stab ility  of the ruling class  
and the puppet regime.

Conditions for the 13 million 
population have not changed 
unless it is for the worse

and at least eight foreign 
o il companies continue 
confidently to scramble 
for territory and carry on 
exploration. In Peru it is 
s till "U .S . business as 
u s u a l."
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CANADIAN REPCIRTER IN CHINA
en together with the political 
advance marked by the e s t ­
ablishment of revolutionary 
committees in all provinces 
and regions except Taiwan, 
the gains on the economic 
front indicate an all-round 
advance for the revolution 
and a further consolidation 
of Socialist society in 
Cnina. The proletarian 
revolutionary line of Mao Tse- 
Tung is being proven correct 
in p ractice .

Colin M cCullouah. Globe 
and Mail correspondent 
in Peking, reports that 
the Peoples' Republic 
of China is preparing for 
another great leap forward 
in industry and agriculture. 
According to McCullough, 
there are bumper-crops in 
wheat., rice and cotton and 
grain deliveries are running 
16.7 per cent higher than 
in the corresponding period 
last year. Textile and steel 
production are also  said to 
be at record high levels .

Improvement in both quantity 
and quality of production are 
noted in machine tools, chem­
ica l, in sec tic id es , b icycles, 
watches and a variety of 
other products. Coal 
production was reported to 
be 39 per pent higher in b 
August than in April. 
Production in the Oil industry 
was reported to have increas­
ed as much as 40 per cent in 
some areas.
The general picture adds up 
to important advances in the 
economy of China. When tak -

ANNIVERSARY BANQUET
The Chinese people are deter­
mined that they will forever 
be red, and determine their 
own destiny.

And so it was with joyous 
hearts that the 400 people of 
Vancouver gathered to 
celebrate New China's 19th 
birthday. There were songs 
and dances, good food and 
speeches. The main speaker 
was Ken Woods worth, who has 
v isited  China several times: 
he compared the b itter cruelties 
of the old society with the 
great advances of the new one 
led by Mao Tse-Tung. But the 
main characteristic  of the even­
ing was the joy in the hearts of 
everyone present in knowing 
tha t one-quarter of the earth 's  
population, led by the greatest 
M arxist-Leninist of our time, is 
marching onward and upward 
under the red banner of the 
proletarian revolution.

On September 28, 1968, 
people in Vancouver B.C. 
gathered together in great­
er numbers than ever before 
to celebrate the 19th 
Anniversary of the founding 
of the Peoples' Republic 
of China. And indeed, it 
was something to celebrate, 
and some celeb: alio l.

On Octobet i, 1949, Mao 
Tse-Tung announced to the 
world, "the Chinese People 
have stood up." From that 
time forward, revolutionaries 
and proletarians a ll over the 
world have looked to China 
with joy and gladness in 
their hearts. Under the 
leadership of Chairman Mao 
Tse-Tung, they have watched 
the Chinese people go through 
the Great Leap Forward and 
Establishm ent d  the peoples' 
communes of 1958, fight off 
the natural calam ities of the

early 1960's with no famine, or 
even deaths due to malnutri­
tion^ Everytime a victory 
for the people of China was 
announced, people of revolu­
tionary outlook all over the 
world rejo iced. For here was 
another blow to the world1 s 
reactionaries and particularily 
to the U .S . im peria lists .

Shortly before the 19th 
anniversary celebrations it 
was announced that the 
people of China, under the 
■brilliant leadership of Mao Tse- 
Tung, had, succeeded in e s t ­
ablishing three-w ay revolution­
ary com m ittee's in a ll major 
m unicipalities, autonomous 
regions, and provinces (except 
Taiwan) in China. Surely, 
the reactionaries of the world 
w ill never recover from this 
blow! Dashed are their 
hopes and dreams of a slow 
return to capitalism  in China.

WORKERS AND LEGALITY
(Editor's note: The item below 
is an extract from a le tte r to 
the editor published in "The 
Vanguard," a labour journal 
from Trinidad-Tobago. The 
le tter was written by Mr. 
George W eekes, President- 
General of the O ilfield Workers 
Trade Union of Trinidad-Toba­
go. Much of the comment is 
timely for Canadian trade 
unionists who are being con­
stan tly  weighed down by
chains of " lega lity .")_________

The Editor,
The Vanguard.

Please permit me space to ans­
wer the recent attacks on me by 
both the "Guardian" and the 
"Express."

as " illeg a l."  To question the 
legality  or illegality  of what a c ­
tion workers ought or ought not 
to take to protect their in terest 
is to miss the point. It is not a 
question of whether the action 
is legal but whether it is ju s ti­
fied . In any case , the fear of 
illegality  must never be an ex ­
cuse for inactivity  where the 
workers' very existence is 
threatened „

Have the "Express" workers for­
gotten what the "Mirror" did to 
them ? Throw them out of bread 
without warning and at a mo­
ments notice was ready to pack 
up and run? And a ll in the in ­
te re s t of profits.

These newspapers have criti­
cized me for my speech to o il- 
workers at Santa Flora on August 
14, in which I called upon work­
ers in BP to standby for action ■ 
to take over BP, should they de 
cide to carry out. their threat of 
retrenchment on August 15.

My critics condemn my action

Anything is illega l which is 
against the law. But whose 
law? Law made by one class 
to protect them selves against 
the other c la s s e s . The laws 
the ruling c lass  makes are a l­
ways in the in terest of the rul­
ing c la s s , the exploiting c la ss , 
and are always against the ex ­

THE PARTI QUEBECOIS
Ex-Liberal Party member Rene Party.
Levesque, an associa te  of 
Prime M inister Trudeau in his 
"radical" student, days, has 
launched a new political move­
ment under the imposing title  
of "Parti Q uebecois." The Par­
ty  has some not too clearly de­
fined separatist tendencies, but 
the majority demands of the 
leadership appear to center 
around limited autonomy for 
Quebec within a Canadian fed­
eral s ta te . There were, how­
ever, a number of sharp dif­
ferences expressed at the con­
vention which gave birth to the

One of the questions which 
sharply divided the delegates 
concerned the position of the 
French language in an autono­
mous Quebec. There was strong 
pressure from one wing for a 
uni-lingual Quebec with French 
being the only official language 
But the Levesque stand for a 
b i-lingual Quebec — very simi­
lar to the Trudeau policy - -  
carried the day, after some 
heated debate.

Language always takes on poli-

ploited c la s s , the working 
c la s s .  The working c lass  can­
not remove this yoke of exploit­
ation without breaking these 
law s. The action they take 
will always be illeg a l. The 
right to take such action 
depends on whether it is ju s ti­
fied in the workers' in terest. 
Revolutions are never legal — 
but often they are justified .

Do the "Express" and "Guard­
ian" condemn black South Afri­
cans and Rhodesians for taking 
up revolutionary arms against 
their white oppressors ? Let 
them answ er. The South Afri­
can Government has, by law, 
made it illegal for blacks to 
marry w hites. Should the 
blacks accept this law ? If not, 
what must they do ? It is also  
illegal for blacks to hold meet­
ings or dem onstrations. Do 
you say they should not hold 
meetings or demonstrations be­
cause it is illeg a l?  I chall­
enge you to answer these ques­
tions .

Man must break law when law 
is un just. Working c lass  in ­
te rest d ic tates what is ju s t and 
what is not.

tica l importance in an oppressed 
nation, and no less so in 
Quebec than in any other p lace. 
In th is predominantly (over 
80 per cent) French-speaking 
area, English, the language of 
the oppressor nation, takes 
first place in the world of 
commerce. It is  well-known 
that scarely any French-speak­
ing Quebecers rise to promin­
ence in the industrial and com­
mercial life of Quebec. The 
fight for a uni-lingual state  in 
reality  reflects the demand for 
the right of the French-speak­
ing citizen to play a more im-



portant part in directing the 
economy of the area.

The new party is  predominantly 
middle c lass  and clearly reflects 
middle c lass  objectives while 
tailing  along in the wake of 
the bourgeoisie. There is , on 
the one hand, a desire for great­
er freedom of movement, a larg­
er and more important share in 
the direction and control of the 
affairs of state  and, on the 
other hand, a middle c lass  fear 
of the ne w and unknown and a 
particularly overwhelming fear 
of encouraging the working 
people to take action . This 
resu lts  in a form of political 
schizophrenia — a simultaneous 
desire for some type of demo­
cratic  action that will accord 
the middle c lass  greater op­
portunities to improve their own 
position and an embracing of 
outright fa sc is t tendencies.

Political schizophrenia is a l­
ready clearly  evident in the new 
Party and will be more so as 
time moves on. The Parti 
Quebecois is the resu lt of a 
po litical marriage between' the 
middle c lass  liberal-dem ocrats 
under Rene Levesque and the 
p ro -fasc is t tendency of ex- 
Social Creditor Gregoire. The 
in itiating convention w itnessed 
some bitter quarreling between 
the two tendencies and there is 
certain to be, within the Party, 
a continuing struggle for power 
between the two forces. It re­
mains to be seen if the inner- 
party struggle resu lts in an 
early sp lit or in the dominance 
of the one group over the other.

S till another factor to be con­
sidered is the role of the R .I.N . 
in the future of the new Party. 
The R .I.N . has, until now, 
played more of a c la ss ica l 
Social-Dem ocratic role than of 
an orthodox Liberal movement 
such as is  represented by the

Levesque forces. The R .I.N . 
sought to give limited repre­
sentation to the in terests  of the 
working c lass  and, up until 
recently , even had a left wing 
of M arxists led by Madame 
Ferretti. This Party, like 
most Social-dem ocratic groups, 
was often seen on picket, lines 
in support of striking workers.

The R .I.N . always stated  firm­
ly it would never merge with 
Levesque's group if Gregoire 
was to be part of the deal. But 
now that a single party compos­
ed of both the Levesque and 
Gregoire groups is  a reality , 
the R .I.N . has reversed itse lf 
and has given up its  identity as 
an independent political force 
by dissolving itse lf  and enter­
ing the Parti Quebecois as in ­
dividual members.

Given the present trend of 
events, the next provincial 
election is shaping up as a 
three-w ay battle between the 
C onservative-oriented Union 
N ationale, the pro-federal 
Quebec Liberal Party and the 
pro-autonomy Parti Q uebecois. 
One could not envision any 
change in Quebecois political 
relations with Ottawa no matter 
which of the three wins at the 
p o lls .

Obscured by the question of 
language and culture and by 
thejousting with Ottawa is the 
real and overriding problem 
affecting the life of Quebec. 
Tnat real problem is U .S . dom­
ination of the Quebec economy 
represented by an investment 
in excess of $10 billion .— 
about half the to ta l investment 
of the U .S . monopolies ip all 
Latin America, and Latin/Amer­
ica has a population of over 
200 million compared to Que­
b ec 's  roughly 7 million. The 
Anglo-Canadians who domin­
ated the political life of Que-

bee are no more than hired man­
agers for the U .S . im perialists. 
While the Quebecois must, of 
n ecess ity , have a confronta­
tion with the Anglo-Canadian 
stooges of the U .S .,  they must 
see beyond them to the real 
rulers — the U .S . im perialists.

Important middle c lass  forces 
in both the Union Nationale and 
the Parti Quebecois who stand 
in mortal fear of a revolutionary 
confrontation seek out an e a s ­
ier means of out-flanking the 
U .S . im perialist-A nglo-Can- 
adian domination of Quebec. 
Their solution to the problem 
consists  of soliciting French, 
and to some extent W est Ger­
man investment in the Quebec 
economy in the vain hope that 
it w ill ultim ately replace, or 
at least diminish U .S . domin­
ation. Even if, by some mir­
ac le , th is move should prove 
successfu l, it would only 
change one im perialist overlord 
for another. If Quebec Is going 
to be truly independent, it w ill 
have to get rid of a ll forms and 
types of im perialist domination 
over the economy. Exploita­
tion in the French language is 
no more palatable than exploit­
ation in the English language.

A v ita l ingredient missing in the 
Quebec situation Is a party that 
represents at leas t the elemen­
tary in terests of Quebec’s work­
ing people. The CNTU might 
have already played an import­
ant part in founding such a par­
ty had top leaders like M ar- 
chand not defected to the feder­
al Liberal Party. But most of 
a ll Quebec is in need of a revo­
lutionary M arxist-Leninist Party 
which can give leadership to the 
workers and help shape the 
course of even ts. The forces to 
create such a movement w ill un­
doubtedly come forward in the 
struggle for independence in 
Quebec.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Editor; Progressive Worker

Well at last we have one group 
of "Oil Workers" in Canada 
with enough gumption to do 
something about forming their 
own "Canadian Union" .

They are the United Oil Work­
ers, a new group out of Mon­
treal and they represent the 
workers in the Fina refinery. 
They are at present in the 
(U .S.) O il, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers Union,found it 
is not the union for them and 
have decided to do something 
constructive.

Through their own efforts they 
formed the United Oil Workers 
and are going before the Que­
bec Labour Relations Board on 
October 28, 1968 for a certifi­
cation hearing. We wish them 
every success in this hearing 
and with the determination they 
have shown in the p ast, the 
only resu lts can be a victory.

It appears that th is group was 
brushed off as being of little  
consequence by the O. C. A.W. 
at first; now they have finally 
become aware of the fact that 
they are a force to be reckoned 
with and they mean business.

They are now stepping up their 
efforts to discredit them, and 
to hold on to what they have, 
but it  looks like i t 's  too little , 
too la te .

As anyone who has belonged 
to an "American" International 
Union knows, this is  about the 
only way to find out they are 
s till around, and how much in ­
te rest they have in Canadian 
workers.

Just start in and form a break­

away movement, the loss of 
dues alone has the same effect 
as the red flag on the bull.
They will spend all sorts of 
time, effort, and the Canadian 
workers' money to make damn 
sure they belong to a union of 
THEIR choice.

I am sure th is group at Fina is 
wise and mature enough to 
know what they want and 
where they are going, and will 
not be taken in by any OCAW 
propaganda. This may sound 
like an over-sim plification of 
the whole case , but if the 
OCAW was worth its  s a l t ,  they 
wouldn't have to se ll it to the 
workers and try and convince 
them it was so good, it v/ould 
se ll itse lf .

The workers in Fina are not the 
only ones in the Montreal area 
d issa tisfied  with OCAW. I 
understand there are 150 
members in Fina, 100 in B.A. 
marketing, and 450 in Shell 
for a to ta l of 700 in the Mon­
treal area .

It would be nice to think that 
th is effort by these "Canadian 
Workers" in Montreal could 
wake up these poor m is-led 
"puppets" out here on the 
west co ast. I would like to 
see them take this up as a 
challenge, and see if they 
couldn't outdo their fellow 
workers in the east in a drive

towards Canadian Unionism.
' {  —  ex-O .C .A .W .

Editor, Progressive Worker

I suscribe to and read assidu­
ously your "Progressive Work­
er" and I admire it very much 
for its hurrtane contents.

However, may I p lease be ex­
cused if I critic ize the many 
grammatical and rhetorical 
errors, and also  the many un­
intentional and intentional mis­
takes in spelling . One of 
these days I w ill pluck up 
enough courage to re-read  the 
October 1968 issue and circle 
in red ink each and every 
grievous error. On page 22,- 
for example, in the upper left- 
hand corner, there appears the 
word "oborously." Should this- 
word have been "laboriously?"

Surely, your proofreader ought 
to be able to catch the mis­
takes in spelling . I am NOT 
referring to the many words 
spelled a little  differently in 
England and Canada, and 
another way in the United 
S ta te s .

Yours very truly,

P.F.
U .S . suscriber

(Editor's note: Thank you for 
your critic ism . The typography 
has been very poor but we are 
making a serious effort to im­
prove it .)
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JOE HILL
On November 19, 1915, Joel 
Emmanuel Haaglund, better 
known in the labour movement 
as Joe H ill, was executed by 
firing squad in the prison yard 
of the Utah State Penitentiary.

He had been charged with mur­
der in the death by shooting of 
a former policeman turned 
grocery owner. Circumstantial 
evidence supported the charge 
against him, but there was no 
doubt that his tria l was a 
kangaroo court and a complete 
miscarriage of ju s tice . Far 
from trying a simple murder 
case , the sta te  of Utah was 
placing the IWW and the en ­
tire labour movement on trial 
in attempting to convict Joe 
H ill.

His major crime was that he 
was an active member and pop­
ular song writer of the IWW, 
which was waging a re len tless 
struggle against low wages, 
exploitation, militarism — in 
short, against the cap ita lis t 
ruling c la s s . His militant 
songs were sung in many 
p laces and many languages, 
wherever the workers' fight was 
being carried on.

Even in prison, Joe Hill con­
tinued to write songs for the 
workers and to organize the 
movement, while for twenty- 
two months the campaign went 
on to have his death-sentence 
reversed. But all appeals were 
left unheeded: the Governor of 
Utah, as he put it after the 
execution, was determined to 
rid the state  of the "law less" 
elem ent," the labour organiz­
e rs .

H ill became a great martyr of

the workers' struggle for liber­
ation. C haracteristic of his 
indomitable spirit were the 
lines he addressed to one of 
his comrades on the last day 
before his death: "Goodby, 
Bill. I die like a true blue 
rebel. Don't waste anytime 
mourning. O rganize."

And his friend 's reply could

well serve as Joe H ill's  ep i­
thet: "Goodby Joe. You will 
live long in the hearts of the 
working c la s s .  Your songs will 
be sung wherever workers to il, 
urging them to organize."

PW commemorates the fifty- 
third anniversary of Joe H ill's  
death by publishing one of his 
songs.

WORKERS OF THE WORLD, AWAKEN!

Workers of the world, awaken!
Break your chains, demand your righ ts. 
All the wealth you make is taken 
By exploiting p aras ites .
Shall you kneel in deep submission 
From your cradles to your graves ?
Is the height of your ambition 
To be good and willing slaves?

If the workers take a notion,
They can stop all speeding trains;
Every ship upon the ocean 
They can tie with mighty chains;
Every wheel in the creation,
Every mine and every mill,
Fleets and armies of the nation 
W ill at their command stand s til l .

Join the union, fellow workers,
Men and women, side by side;
We will crush the greedy shirkers 
Like a sweeping, surging tide.
For united we are standing,
But divided we will fall;
Let this be our understanding —
"All for one and one for a ll."

Workers of the world, awaken!
Rise in all your splendid might;
Take the wealth that you are making,
It belongs to you by right.
No one will for bread be crying,
W e'll have freedom, love and health 
When the grand red flag is flying 
In the Workers' Commonwealth.
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