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BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

‘““As long as the peace
of the world depends on
it, America must never
become the second
strongest nation...Only a
strong America can be a
strong source of peace.”

With these words on Mem-
orial Day, Richard Nixon
made it clear that the Ameri-
can ruling class has absolu-
tely no illusions about
detente.

Behind Nixon’s hypocritical
phrases about peace—‘‘Be
thankful that no American is
fighting anywhere in the
world”’—is an unrelenting and
unprecedented buildup for war.

The rapid breakup of the
Common Market, the escalating
trade war between the major
capitalist nations, and the
unmistakeable signs of develop-
ing worldwide slump is driving
the ruling class to prepare for
war.

World War Threat
in Military Buildup

American military prepara-
tions aim at finding new ways to
make a nuclear war ‘‘accep-
table.”” Defense strategists
under Defense Secretary Schles-
inger are seeking the develop-
ment of a massive array of
nuclear weapons with pinpoint
accuracy.

According to Schlesinger, this
is to supply the United States
with a choice between ‘‘suicide
and surrender.”

Schlesinger is concerned with
developing weapons capable of
knocking out missile sites, des-
troying entire industrial com-
plexes, and providing the mili-
tary with the technology for a
rapid intervention anywhere in
the world where US imperialist
interests are threatened. Such
weapons include bombs capable
of closing entire mountain
passes and blasting craters in
front of attacking forces.

As he puts it: “We have a
minimum of these forces,
considering the extent of our in-
terests and the capability of

(Continued On Page 12)

G
DEPRESSION

BY MELODY FARROW

Arthar J. Burns,
chairman of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board,
speaking for all the
major industrialists and
capitalists in the
country, declared on
Sunday that mass unem-
ployment would be ne-
cessary in order to
combat inflation and in-
crease corporate
profits.

Burns’ speech, coming one
day after Nixon’s talk on the
economy, is a sharp warning
that the ruling class is openly
preparing dictatorial
measures against the
working class.

“If long continued, inflation at
anything like the present rate,
would threaten the very founda-
tion of our society...I do not
believe I exaggerate in saying
that the ultimate consequences
of inflation could well be a signi-
ficant decline of economic and
political freedom for the Ameri-
can people.”

Burns pledged ‘‘continued re-
sistance to swift growth in

money and credit”’ and warned
that inflation was covering an

actual decline in profits.

“Worst still, the illusory part
of profits is subject to the
income tax, thus aggravating the
deterioration in profits. This
result is especially unfortunate
because of the shortage of indus-
trial capacity that now exists in
key sectors of our economy...”

Burns made it brutally clear
that the rate of profits could only
be increased by the most vicious
assault on the living standards of
workers. Burns arrogantly de-
clared that workers, whose real
income has already been
reduced by inflation, must use
more ‘‘discipline”’ in spending
and furthermore that wage in-
creases could not be tied to the
cost of living.

Burns remarks were far
harsher thanNixon’s radio talk
Saturday Nixon, while stating
that tight credit, ‘‘budgetary re-
straint,”’ rand some unemploy-
ment were inevitable, claimed
that the economy was on its way
to recovery.

Burns’s speech reveals the
conscious decision of the capi-
talist class to end the infla-
tionary boom and go over to a
deliberate policy of deflation, of
withdrawing credits to nonpro-
fitable industries and allowing
them to collapse.

This policy will bring about a
rapid escalation of unemploy-
ment as millions of workers are

FIFTEEN CENTS

thrown into the streets on a scale
far greater than the depression
of the 1930s.

Unemployment will be used to
drive down the wages of those
still working, while those on
welfare or other federal pro-
grams are attacked as ‘‘lazy”
and all benefits are cut off.

While unemployment is
allowed to rise, the government
has no intention of lowering
prices. The inflation, rooted in
Nixon’s decision to sever the
dollar from its gold backing in
1971, is totally out of control.

What Burns is openly stating is
that real profits, in terms of an
actual expansion of production,
must be achieved no matter
what the consequences.

The working class will never
accept such a savage attack on
all its past gains and rights

(Continued On Page 12)
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country, declared on
Sunday that mass unem-
ployment would be ne-
cessary in order to
combat inflation and in-
crease corporate
profits.

Burns’ speech, coming one
day after Nixon's talk on the
economy, is a sharp warning
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measures against the
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income tax, thus aggravating the
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result is especially unfortunate
because of the shortage of indus-
trial capacity that now exists in
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that the rate of profits could only
be increased by the most vicious
assault on the living standards of
workers. Burns arrogantly de-
clared that workers, whose real
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more ‘‘discipline’’ in spending
and furthermore that wage in-
creases could not be tied to the
cost of living.

Burns remarks were far
harsher than"Nixon’s radio talk
Satyrday. Nixon, while stating
that tight credit, “‘budgetary re-
straint,”’ :and some unemploy-
ment were inevitable, claimed
that the economy was on its way
to recovery:
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fitable industries and allowing
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of the 1930s.
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drive down the wages of those
still working, while those on
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and all benefits are cut off.
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allowed to rise, the government
has no intention of lowering
prices. The inflation, rooted in
Nixon’s decision to sever the
dollar from its gold backing in
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British Workers On Offensive
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ws at British Alrviays just ended a two-week strike.

Lisbon Strikers
Reject Offer

Shipyard workers at
the Lisnave yards near
Lisbon have voted to re-
ject a compromise wage
offer and will continue
their five-day-old strike
and occupation.

The 8000 workers in Portu-
gal's biggest industrial en-
terprise are demanding a 50
percent wage increase. a 40-
hour week and abolition of
the midnight to dawn shift.

Their action is being sup-
ported bv strikes at two other
vards—Setenave near Setubal
which emiploys 2000 workers and
F'staleiro da Rocha near Lisbon
eraploving 2500,

Negotiations bhetween the
management. union delegates
with two officers of the military
junta as mediators have been in
progress since last Wednesday
afternoon.

Several thousand workers
gathered outside the admin-
istrative office on Friday even-
g to vote on a uew offer. It was

decisively rejected and the men
agreed to continue working only
two hours on each shift.

Asked why they had decided to
work for two hours, one of the
pickets said: *‘We are doing this
for the Portuguese economy.”

The move to carry out a few
hours’ work each day was initi-
ated by the group of Communist
Party members who are on the
undemocratically elected works
committee.

For them it is not a question of
the economy of working class
households that are being hard
hit by inflation. They have be-
come the most ardent defenders
of private ownership, capital-
ism and the junta.

The first issue of the Stalinist
weekly newspaper carried a
large front-page photograph of
Stalinist general secretary Al-
varo Cunhal embracing a sol-
dier and a naval seaman.

Todav the Lisbon under-
ground workers will join the
strike wave. This means they
will keep the service running but
will not accept fares.

Already you can travel on

Strikes Hit Mozambique

BY FRANK MARTIN

Dockers are in the lead of a
massive strike movement
that is spreading throughout
the Portuguese African cal-
ony of Mozambique.

Thev are demanding a 1000
percent wage increase from
their present rate of $2.60 for a
12 hour day to $25.00 a day.

The African dockers are re-
volting against conditions where
thev only work 2 or 3 days a
week. and make starvation
wages. 3000 dockers joined 1000
workers from a cashew nut fac-
tory in a demonstration in front
of the governor-general’s pal-
ace. The factory workers make
$1.50 a day and are demanding
$4.80 a day for men and $3.00 for
women.

The demonstrators confronted
Dr. Antonio Almeida Santos, the
Portuguese junta’s new colonial
minister and a delegation went
in to negotiate their demands.
When theyv returned with a $1.20
a dav increase, the crowd
shouted them down. After the
port manager's appeal to return
to work was rejected. Santos

“I am your friend but I cannot
find the money you want in
empty pockets. Until your bro-
thers are coming to govern you,
your salaries will be what I can
get for you. If you don’t help me.
there will be chaos and no work
for you.”

His remarks were greeted
with jeers by the workers. A se-
cond delegation met with San-
tos. to return only with a prom-
ise for a month long paid vaca-
tion but no further wage in-
crease. A third delegation only
extracted a promise from San-
tos that he would speak to Por-
tuguese President Antonio de
Spinola about their case.

The cashew workers were of-
fered $58 a month for the men
and $40 for the women but work-
ers were still not satisfied.

The meeting was dispersed
when soldiers with automatic
rifles. and mounted police swing-
ing sabres ordered the angry,
shouting strikers to leave.

In the central Mozambique
town of Vila Pery, two thirds of
the 3000 factory workers who
were on strike have won 100 per-
cent wage increases after a four
day strike.

BY MELODY FARROW

The British Labour
government of Harold
Wilson faces a growing
strike wave as the
British economy is
gripped irreversibly by
the international crisis
in capitalism.

The announcement that
Britain’s balance of
payments deficit for April
was $938 million and that the
gap in 1974 will be double the
1973 figure, heralds a tremen-
dous intensification of class
struggle that will im-
mediately force the British
working class to confront
revolutionary tasks.

As the prices for crude oii
continue to rise, coupled with the
uncompetitive position of British
industry. this trade deficit will
widen. The world recession has.
led to a catastrophic decline in
investment in Britain, while
costs escalate.

Over the last 12 months, prices
have gone up 13.5 percent while
wages fall further and further
behind and unemployment
steadily increases.

The Wilson government
desperately seek loans from the
World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to cover
this deficit but in turn the
bankers require the most brutal
slashes in expenditures and
attacks on the living standards of
British workers.

This is the meaning of the

Special Report
From Lisbon, by
Workers Press (daily
Trotskyist paper of the
Workers Revolution-
ary Party of Britain)
correspondent Alex
Mitchell.

most of the country’s railways
without paying fares, workers on
the Pont du Salazar across the
River Tagus do not accept the 20
escudos (about 75¢) toll and on
certain fare stages the bus work-
ers aren’t charging.

This kind of inverted strike
activity has its origin in the 50
years of fascist dictatorship
when it was illegal to strike and
leave the place of work.

Coinciding with the wages
movement, workers are also de-
manding a complete purge of all
fascists from administrative po-
sitions. Many are still ruling,
drawing fat salaries and run-
ning around in chauffeur driven
limousines.

The telephonists, for ex-
ample, are irate that their pre-
vious director and most of his
underlings are still in charge.

At the Santa Maria Hospital,
the largest public hospital in
Portugal, an angry meeting of
workers demanded the resigna-
tion of the director last Friday
night.

The new hospital committee,
which is simply a new name for
the old regime, was booed and
finally driven out of the auditor-
ium by the workers, mainly
nurses, porters and cleaning
staff.

When an army major at-
tempted to restore order he was
asked about junta promises of in-
creased wages. When he said
this was not in the interests of
the economy, a worker asked
him what salary he got.

A specialist stormed out of the
meeting saying, ‘‘Incredible.
What impudence. How dare they
ask an officer about his salary.”

imminent threat to close down
the supersonic Concorde aircraft
project. This would immediately
throw 30,000 workers out of their
jobs and would be the beginning
of a wave of closures and
industrial failures that would
send unemployment sky-
rocketing.

This crisis is the driving force
behind the deepening confron-
tation between the working class
and the reformist Wilson govern-
ment elected into office only last
February.

The one-day general. strike of
engineering workers on May 7
against Phase Three and the
Industrial Relations Court has.
encouraged thousands of
workers, nurses, seamen, air-
craft and government
employees, to challenge the pay
laws and demand wage in-
creases. These strikes now take
on more and more a political
character.

The action of tens of thousands
of engineering workers marked
a decisive change in the class
struggle. It was the first openly
political strike against the
government and the pay laws
established by the Tories and
maintained by Wilson.

The strike was called in
answer to a move by the Indus-
trial Relations Court to seize all
the assets of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering Workers
after it refused to pay a fine for
exercizing the right to picket.

In a matter of hours, the
workers brought the entire
country to a halt. It was this
tremendous power that forced

Wilson and the court to retreat,
accepting the offer of an anony-
mous donor to pay the full fine.

Although the Act still stands,
and the attacks are not over, the
engineering workers dealt a vital
blow to the authority of the court
and showed millions of workers
that they have the strength to
defeat the government.

The British employers have no
way out of this crisis except
through a violent confrontation
with the whole working class, as
they seek to implement wage
cutting and unemployment and
seek to destroy all basic trade
union and democratic rights
won in hundreds of years of
struggle. The backwardness of
British capitalism thus places
the British worker at the fore-
front of the coming European
revolution.

This has already led to a rapid
loss of confidence in the Labour
government which has carried
out the policies of the conser-
vative Tories. .

It is the strength of the
working class and the inability of
the Wilson government to hold it
back, that is already forcing the
Tories to prepare a return to
power.

Just as Britain is one of the
weakest economies in Europe,
America is the very center of the
entire world capitalist crisis.
This means that in the class
battles that will explode here,
American workers must prepare
by building the revolutionary
party and building now the
leadership these struggles will
require.

Revolt InThe Army

Eduardo is a soldier in
the Portuguese Army.
He is in the second year
of his three-year con-
scription. His army sal-
ary is $4.80 a month. His
friend in the Navy gets
$7.20 a month because he
is married.

Before the April 25 coup
Eduardo was due to go to the
colonies. Now it is uncertain.
The junta burned its fingers
ten days ago when it at-
tempted to send some con-
scripts abroad.

At the airport a group of them
changed their minds and went
home with their parents. No
disciplinary action has been
taken against them.

In the small farming town of
Ferreira do Alentejo, two hours
drive to the south of Lisbon, the
farmworkers, the women in
their black shawls and the youth
gathered for a meeting on Sun-
day afternoon to discuss the poli-
tical situation and what their
community could do.

They have no hospital, no phar-
macy, no proper social center.
The wages are pitiful and the big
farm-owning families employ
their labor when they like. But
from last week they have the
possibility of a farmworkers’ un-
ion and this is endlessly de-
bated.

SPEECH

Eduardo makes a powerful
speech to the local people in a
hall that has just been appro-
priated from the now defunct
fascist municipality. ““I will not
go to the war—they cannot make
me go to the war.”” As he speaks
a woman who lives in his street
rocks in her seat, chanting first
low and deep ‘“Fina Guerra,
Fina Guerra” but it swells into a
frenzied slogan which every-

body joins.

RUMOURS

On the day before the junta
took over Eduardo was at his
barracks in Faro. It is a ser-
geants’ training school of about
15,000 conscripts and profes-
sionals.

“We got a radio—we were not
supposed to listen—and every
few hours there would be an an-
nouncement from the junta. At
three o’clock we heard that Cae-
tano was resigning. When this
happened I didn’t know if it was
a coup from the right or the left.
We asked our sergeant to get an
immediate statement from the
officers. But he came back and
said that the officers would not
tell him anything.”

The soldiers went on hunger
strike against the lack of infor-
mation from the senior officers.

The colonel in charge came
down to the canteen and said to
one soldier, a very new con-
script, “‘eat’”’ but the soldier re-
fused. The colonel took a spoon
and tried to force some food into
his mouth but the soldier re-
fused to eat it. The colonel
walked away looking very
frightened.

The third day the soldiers led
by Eduardo called a big meeting.
It developed into a demonstra-
tion. One of the sergeants was
delegated to telephone the junta
in Lisbon and ask for instruc-
tions.

‘‘He explained what was going
on and the junta said ‘The Colo-
nel will be sacked.” Next day the
Colonel left thecamp at 4a.m. to
be. pensioned into the reserve
army. Now a major runs the
camp.”’

Eduardo fears very much for
the future. He says that fascism
has been destroyed but there are
still fascists about. He fears that
the army will be used against the
people unless it is brought under
the control of a socialist govern-
ment.
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Portugal
And America

The struggles now unfolding in Portugal have tremendous signi-
ficance for American workers because the very international crisis
which brought about the downfall of the fascist Caetano regime
continues to deepen and will lead to similar revolutionary explo-
sions in the United States. ‘

The fascist regime collapsed after ruling for 50 bloody years.
During that time, every working class organization had been
smashed. Socialists and militants were hounded by the gestapo-
trained Portuguese secret police.

However thls half-century-old regime was powerless to prevent

the coup of April 25. This is be-
cause the material basis for the
at ' disintegration of the regime is the
: international economic crisis
which, particularly since August
e 15, 1971, the date on which the
convertibility of the dollar into
. gold was ended by Nixon, has been
I“ working to break up all the old
relations between classes estab-

lished since World War Two.
In Portugal the 1mpact of the world economic crisis was felt
most sharply by the 20 percent annual rate of inflation which led to
a series of large-scale strike battles in which the working class
came to the fore.
But those battles were just a prelude to the massive movement of
the Portuguese working class which has emerged since April 25.
More than three million workers marched through Lisbon on May

of industry. Workers have occupied the factories to win their
demands. The most significant occupation is that of 10,000 workers
in the Lisnave shipyard who have already rejected compromise
offers.

. The struggles of the Portuguese working class reveal the im-
| mediate future of the workers in the advanced capitalist countries
in two central ways.

First, as in Portugal, the development of the working class will
now go forward in powerful leaps. Vital experiences will be concen-
trated in each struggle as workers pass rapidly beyond the old
levels of trade union struggle which have predominated during the
economic boom.

This leads to the second point. These struggles will be revolu-
tionary, posing almost immediately to the working class the task of
overthrowing capitalism and taking power.

These two lessons of the present struggles in Portugal apply with
the greatest force to the United States. This country is the center of
the world economic crisis. It is the breakdown of the American
dollar which is the source of the worldwide inflation.

This worldwide inflation is now leading to an economic crash of
unparalleled dimensions. The skyrocketing costs of raw materials
are creating trade deficits which raise the specter of national bank-
ruptcies. The inability of capitalists to establish a stable currency
is leading inevitably to a physical breakdown in the process of
production.

Inflation in the US is already approaching the 20 percent mark,
threatening the living standards of every worker. The ending of
official controls has already led to the outbreak of a wage offensive
by industrial workers who are determined to regain their losses.
This offensive means a bitter struggle with the capitalist class,
which now seeks to defend its profits which are being eaten up by
inflation through drastic cuts in the living standards of workers.

Every wage battle, under these conditions, assumes the
character of a civil war. In Hortonville, Wisconsin, the capitalists
respond to a modest wage demand by teachers by firing every
union member and organizing vigilante groups of a fascist
character.

At the same time, recessionary downturn in the economy
threatens mass unemployment which has already begun to develop
in the automobile industry. American workers will defend their
right to work. Factory occupations, no less powerful than those
which are shaking Portugal, will be seen in this country.

Because there is no solution to this crisis, the struggle over
wages and job are revolutionary and will pose the question of
power. When workers take over the plants, the question of how they
are to run again will raise the issue of socialism—of the working
class organizing production and owning the productive forces—will
be raised.

American workers must prepare for these developments by
turning now to a political fight for the construction of a labor party
pledged to socialist policies as the alternative to Nixon and the
Democrats.

In the course of this fight, we will assemble our forces among
workers and youth to build the revolutionary leadership that will
prepare the working class for power. This will require a bitter fight
to expose Stalinism as the central counterrevolutionary force
within the workers movement.

This is seen most clearly in Portugal, where the Stalinists have
joined the Provisional Government led by generals who were faith-
ful servants of the deposed fascist regime. As the working class
comes forward, the Stalinists desperately seek to keep these
generals in power. The Stalinists emerge as vicious strike-
breakers. In factory after factory, they are telhng workers to end
their occupations and return to their jobs.

The American Stalinists have enthusiastically endorsed the colla-
boration of the Portuguese CP with the junta. Their policies are
linked to those of the Portuguese Stalinists through their common
subservience to the interests of the ruling bureaucracy of the Soviet
Union and its policy of peaceful coexistence.

The fight against Stalinism can be carried forward only by the
construction of the Trotskyist movement, trained in all the lessons

\Marxism.

Day in an awesome display of might. Strikes have hit every section |

of the Fourth International’s struggle for the continuity of |
_/

BY A
CORRESPONDENT
The new French Pre-
sident Valery Giscard
d’Estaing, who as-
sumed power last week
with a paper-thin mar-
gin of victory in the elec-
tion, is already prepar-
ing drastic measures
against the working
class to cope with the
grave crisis of French
capitalism.

While inflation is rising at a
rate of 12.2 percent annually,

.the economy is showing

marked signs of a recession.
Unemployment is growing:;
the number of workers with-
out jobs as of March was
148,000.

In the past 14 months the franc
has lost a quarter of its value
against the West German mark
and has depreciated heavily

.against every other European

currency except the Italian lira.
The balance of payments deficit
has grown particularly since the
oil crisis last autumn.

The Bank of France has had to
borrow heavily on the Euro-dol-
lar market to cover the deficit on
balance of payments, which it is

-officially estimated will reach

about $4.8 billion this year, but in
fact will be at least $7 billion in
the red.

France has been badly hit by
the Italian decision to impose an
import surcharge: its trade with
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d'Estumg Prepares
eflation Attack

Vlery Giscard d’Estaing duflng recent election campaigning.

Italy was heavily in surplus be-
fore the surcharge was im-
posed.

Giscard stands for savagely
deflationary policies. In the past
he favored a return to gold for
the settlement of overseas debts.

His policy of restoring a bal-
ance of payments surplus by 1976
can be achieved only by the most
savage attacks on the wages and
conditions of the working class.

Giscard represents the tradi-
tional French right. He comes
from an aristocratic family:
both he and his heiress wife are
descended from King Louis XV.
His great grandfather served in
the Bonapartist military regime

of General MacMahon which fol-
lowed the suppression of the
Paris Commune.

The president’s father was in-
volved with Kleber-Colombes,
Thomas-Houston and Bergougn-
an and was chairman of a major
financial corporation. the So-
ciete Financiere.

However. there is a tremen-
dous movement among workers
to answer Giscard's election
with a strike wave for big wage
increases. This will mean a col-
lision with the new regime and
the plans of the Stalinist: to
serve as a loval opposition as
they did for 16 vears under the
Gonllists.

Wallace Bid For 1976

BY

A REPORTER
In a recent interview
to the Newhouse News
Service, Alabama Gov-
ernor George Wallace
declared that he wasn’t
closing the door on the
possibility of accepting
the vice-presidential

nomination in 1976.

According to Wallace, he is
prepared to participate on
the Democratic national
ticket if he can reach general
agreement on the platform.

Wallace claims that he will
only consider a third party
campaign for the presidency if
the .Democratic Party is taken
over by the ‘“‘new left.”

Wallace is taking no chances
on this. The Wallace apparatus
for a presidential campaign is
already in high gear all across
the country and far ahead of that
of any of his opponents.

The well financed campaign
operates out of a large head-
quarters in downtown Mont-
gomery called the ‘‘Wallace
Stand.” In addition to raising
contributions, this headquarters
houses a sophisticated computer
operation to coordinate the
campaign.

Most recently, the civil rights
leaders have béen providing
enormous assistance to Wallace.
Columnist Carl Rowan and
Ralph Abernathy appeared with
Wallace at ceremonies
commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of Alabama State

University. a Black institution.

A recent Democratic Partv
mini-convention was held in Mis-
sissippi on a Black college
campus. The Wallace people

retused to turn out for it because
of the location and Wallace’s
campaign men are working
actively to see to it that this does
1ot happen again.

Outing

Saturday
June 29

private lake, sports, picnic
facilities, near Bear Moun-
tain.

— The Ugly Face
Of Capitalism

Workers League

Buses leave 135 W. 14th St.,

Swimming and boating at @

Educational Program

Watergate

The Workers League-Young Socialists Invites You To:

Arrow Park

Gk

Speaker Tim Wohiforth, National Secretary,

Cost: $5 (includes transportation.)

8:30 AM Sharp

Transportation also available from Connecticut, Philadelphia,
Bethlehem, Boston, Baltimore, and Washington, DC.

For information call: 212-924-0852

Make all checks payable to the Workers League,

135 W. 14th St., New York, NY 10011
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ITU Settles
Daily News

Job Dispute

BY A
REPORTER
NEW YORK, NY—a
pact has been an-
nounced between New
York printers and the
publishers of the Daily
News and the New York

Times.

Under the agreement,
scheduled to run till 1984,
printers are guaranteed a
lifetime job with a provision
barring layoffs for any
reason. :

In the first two years of th
contract there will be wage
increases of $13.85 a week, plus
1.5 percent in fringe benefits
equal to the settlement by the
other eight newspaper unions. Ir.
addition printers will receive a
cost of living increase.

Beginning on March 31, 1975,
printers will receive an annual
increase of 3 percent of scale,
plus a quarterly cost of living
allowance equal to 100 percent of
the rise in the consumer price
index.

The publishers are granted full
rights to proceed with automa-
tion. 1800 printers at the two
papers receive lifetime employ-
ment and the 385 substitutes are
to be given full time jobs with
the same provisions.

In 1978 and again in 1981, the
union and publishers will nego-
tiate on wages and working
conditions. Beginning in 1978, the
publishers can seek relief from
the wage agreement in the event
of financial problems.

All printers are to be provided
with a full paid, 6 month sabba-
tical during the contract and a
$2500 incentive bonus is to be
made to those who retire early.

In effect, the publishers have
agreed to pay dearly for the
right to automate and to reduce
union membership through attri-
tion.

The average age of the
printers is 56 and the publishers
are clearly relying on a large
number to leave the industry in
the near future. .

The typographers union is
agreeing to a rapid erosion of its
strength and reduction of its
membership.

Printers are to be retrained in
the new processes. There are to
be no limits on transfers and as-
signments of printers.

There can be no question that
the publishers will use every
opportunity to seek to force
older members to get out of the
industry.

There are also big dangers
that with its strength diminished
and the new machinery fully
installed and operating, the pub-
lishers will seek to renege on
their wage agreements in 1978
and drive conditions down.

The publishers may have
decided to back away from a full
test of strength with the printers
for fear that a strike sanction
from the international would
have led to a total shutdown by
all unions at the Daily News.

The struggle is not over at
these papers. The deepening
financial crisis which will cut
into advertising revenues will
bring new and sharper attacks
against the union.

Negotiations now are pro-
ceeding with the New York Post
which has not signed the
agreement and is expected to
seek a cheaper settlement.

Jobless
Rises To
7% In NYC

NEW = YORK—Unemploy-
ment in New York City rose
in April to seven percent, up
from the previous month’s
figure of 6.5 percent.

Of the three largest cities in
the United States, New York
now leads in unempleyment. The
jobless rate in Los Angeles in 6.8
percent and in Chicago it is 3.7
percent.

The overall state unemploy-
ment rate is 6.1 percent. The
worst situation in terms of jobs
exists in Buffalo, where 8.9 per-
cent are unemployed.

The sharp rise in unemploy-
ment has been attributed by city
officials to numerous shutdowns
in light industry, the closing of
many small businesses and a
marked decline in the apparel
industry. It is estimated that
270,000 jobs have been destroyed
over the past three years.

However, the unemployment
rate will rise much higher as
Mayor Beame begins to imple-
ment his plans for sharp re-
ductions in the city budget for
such areas as social services.

Mediator Theodore Kheel announces settiement with Daily News. ITU President Bertram Powers is to his left.

Council Threatens

To Shut Hospitals

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE
BROOKLYN, NY—A
proposal to cut 1000
hospital beds from
Brooklyn health facili-
ties by closing 11 small
voluntary (private) hos-
pitals, has been put for-
ward in a report by the
Health and Hospitals
Planning Council of
Southern New York.

The Council, made up of
community and volunteer
groups, and representatives
of the AFL-CIO and Team-
sters Joint Council. is part of
a state group with legal
authority to approve or deny
plans for expansion of hos-
pital facilities. It can also
pass or hold back state aid.
for low-cost construction
loans.

In addition to reducing the bed
capacity, the Council also re-
commends the rejection of the
merger of Lutheran and Unity
hospitals to build a $50 million
complex in Fast New York.

Brooklyn now has 10.178 certi-
fied hospital beds. about one for
every 27.000 people. The report
recommends that this be cut to
9500 beds bv 1980. by phasing out
the 11 hospitals. reducing beds in
public hospitals, and halting
expansion of general care
facilities.

Bulletin reporters inter-
viewed nurses. patients. and
administrators at Brooklyn Eye
and Ear Hospital in Fort
Greene. one of those threatened
with closing. Everyone em-
phasized the hospital’s impor-
tance to the communityv and
Brooklvn as a whole.

T e g
A

Labor Book
135 W. 14%\ Street

The Labor Book Center carries hundreds of items on Marxism and the
labor movement available nowhere else.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5:30 - 8:30 Sat. 11 - 5§

» $

Eve and Ear is a specialty
hospital, the only one like it in
the entire Brooklyn-Queens-
Nassau County area. While it
only has 177 beds, the outpatient
clinics process about 300 patients
a day.

Vernon Dressler. Adminis-
trator, vehemently denied
Council charges that the hospi-
tal was obsolete. It has the
area’s only laser equipment for
cataract removal, special audio-
logy facilities. and special
programs for retraining laryn-
gectomy patients.

““We have no intention of
closing.”” he reported. ‘‘Many of
our patients would have nawhere
to go for the kind of screening
and treatment we can provide.”

The nurse in charge of the
clinic waiting room reacted to
the threat of closure by saying.
“How could they—that’s crazy.
Doctors send people here from
all over the city.

“T don’t know where I'd get
another job if that happened. so I
know I'd fight it like hell.”

“‘“Thev should be making
hospitals like this bigger, not
closing them down.”” a teacher
from the area said. ‘“‘Brooklyn
has a lot of people. and everyone
gets sick sometimes. Who are

thése madmen running around
saying that we should close down
hospitals, and schools and every-
thing people need?”

Mrs. Norma Greene, Guidance
Counselor for the Board of
Education, described another
service provided by Brooklyn
Eve and Ear. 25,000 grade school
students in District 13 are having
vision and hearing tests done
free as a part of the Community
Education Center Diagnostic
and Remedial Reading
Program. .

“We have children who have
sat vear after year without being
able to function in a classroom.
One girl was diagnosed as
mentally retarded and these
doctors found out that she was
practically deaf. An eight-year-
old is having a cataract removed
here right now.”

The CEC program will be
forced to end in June because
state funds have been cut off.

Nearly 75 percent of the
patients at Eye and Ear rely on
public funds. programs such as
Medicare and Medicaid. to pay
their bills. With sharp cutbacks
being proposed in all such
programs, the proposals coming
from the commission are a
serious warning.

Navy Yard Men

BY FRANK MARTIN
BROOKLYN—There is bit-
terness building up among
the men at the Brooklyn

Navy Yard over the contract .

just signed between the Sea-
farers International Union
and Seatrain. ‘

The contract calls for an
hourly increase of 85 cents plus a
15 cent cost of living increase,
over 3 vears. There is no
improvement in benefits.

The men at the Yard angrily
denounced the SIU leadership:
“The union won't fight for us.
They think they can push us
around because most of the guys
didn't have jobs before they
came here.”’

Over 2000 men work for Sea-
train at the Navy Yard but only
700 voted in the mail ballot.

‘A lot of the men didn’t get the
ballot until 2 days after the
voting was over. Even so, the
union didn’t wait around for the
vote. The votes were counted on
Tuesday. yet when we got paid
on Monday the checks had

Charge Fraud

already been changed to the new
rates in the contract. They had
already signed the contract
without waiting to see the result
of the vote.

“They give us only 85 cents but
when the supervisors walked out
last week. they got a $97 increase
per week in their contract.

MEET

‘“The wunion and the
management meet and then they
tell you what you're going to get.
If anybody tries to do some-
thing, they throw you right out.
Last year, there was a case when
it was raining and you couldn’t
work. Some guys didn’t show up
and they fired them right on the
spot—all 36 of them.

““There are no benefits in this
contract. There are no sick days
at all.

“The holidays haven’t been
improved. You only get one
week. You've got to wait 3 years
before you get 2 weeks. -

“This contract isn’t fair. I
think the union is being sub-
sidized by the company.”’



BY CYNTHIA BLAKE

““This newspaper will
always be fearless and
independent. It will have
no entangling alliance
with any class what-
soever—for class feeling
is always antagonistic to
the interest of the whole
people.”’

Carved in stone, this bare-
faced lie overlooks a battle-
field critical for everv trade
unionist: the picket line of
locked-out typographers
from the Daily News chapel
of International Typo-
graphers Union No. 6 in New
York.

Dramatic developments in
technology have thrust the
printing trades, one of the oldest
and strongest sections of the
American labor movement, into
the forefront of the fight to
defend jobs and the unions them-
selves.

INFLATION

Under international conditions
of spiralling inflation, combined
with a deepening recession, the
vast newspaper empires seek not
just to trim their work forces
and ‘‘rationalize’” printing and
distribution, but to destroy the
unions and the conditions they
have won.

The struggle of newspaper
workers is of crucial impor-
tance to all workers because the
publishers are only setting a pre-
cedent for all industries to
launch the same attacks.

Spearheading the publishers
offensive is an alliance of New
York’s three daily papers, the
Daily News, New York Times,
and New York Post. For more
than a year, they have sought to
impose automation and massive
job cuts on the 2000 workers in
their plants, represented by ITU
No. 6, the strongest local in the
ITU.

LOCKED OUT

Picket lines were set up at the
Daily News on May 7 after the
pubiishers locked out com-
posing room personnel who
refused to work along with
computerized phototype
machines, put in use after a
work slowdown began to create
a tremendous drop in ad-
vertising revenue.

The printers in the ‘‘Big 6"
have consistently rejected any
offer short of lifetime job
security for every ITU member,
regular or substitute, now
working in the three plants. They
have also rejected the pub-
lishers wage offer of 5.5 percent.

In the midst of the escalating
confrontation in New York,
newspaper workers in many
“other cities are fighting it out in
strikes and job actions.

OCCUPIED

Ninety-eight pressmen and 30
mailers occupied the pressroom
of the Kansas City Star on May 3,
to demand the reinstatement of
a fired pressman. The paper
retaliated by firing all 128
workers, voiding the contract
with Pressmen’s Union Local 14,
and bringing in scabs under
police escort.

In Pittsburgh, Teamsters
Local 211 walked out when the
Pittsburgh Press threatened to
eliminate jobs by installing auto-
mated loading equipment. Typo-
graphers and mailers honored
the picket lines, and a new strike
is threatened as they negotiate
their own contracts with the
Press.

Columbia Typographical
Union No. 101 has voted three to
one for strike action, after weeks
of threats from the Washington
Post and Washington Star-News.

Their strike will .come just:

The Printing Trad

Battle For Survival

weeks after the Post was struck
by the Baltimore-Washington
Newspaper Guild.

This unprecedented strike
wave follows a year when, ac-
cording to the American News-
paper Publishers Association, 34
daily papers were hit by strike
action—an increase of 55 percent
over 1972!

Giant papers like the Daily
News, the Times and the
Washington Post continue to
show record profits, but force
the issues now in an attempt to
guarantee their own survival
under conditions where the
bottom could fall out at any

moment. Profit figures swollen .

by inflation actually provide only
a narrow margin, since inflation
has also raised the cost of
production to unheard of levels.

SPENT

For instance, the Times spent
almost 55 million dollars on
newsprint last year, and the
latest wholesale price index
shows wood pulp and paper up
almost 27 percent since then.
The Times estimates that 10
cents is spent for each paper
they print just on paper and ink,
49 cents on a Sunday edition.

The publishers do not make
their millions by selling papers,
but rather from the advertis-
ing space they sell to other

companies at astronomical -

rates. The fall in advertising
revenue has driven the pub-
lishing companies into a head-on
confrontation with the printing
trades.

Many advertisers are
industries which, like the news-
papers, have been hard hit by
skyrocketing prices for raw
materials and by shortages
caused by reduced investments
in such areas as oil refining.
These companies now face a
slowdown, or even shutdown of
prodyction.

i

. ooPouck T
Picket line of the International Typographical Union No. 8 in the lockout at the Daily News.

Retailers, a mainstay of
newspaper advertising, are also
facing tremendous losses, as
growing unemployment and a
decline in real wages forced
workers to cut back on consump-
tion.

When these factors are
combined with the Nixon govern-
ment’s abrupt withdrawal of
easy credit, where prime
interest rates are rapidly
approaching 12 percent, it is
clear that a wave of bank-
ruptcies and closures is ap-
proaching. Under these
conditions, industries and
retailers will first cut back on
advertising, and then pull their
ads altogether.

DOWNWARD

In fact, this has already begun,
according to a spokesman for the
Times. A revised rate card has
kept ad revenue up during the
first part of 1973, but total
lineage is down 4.4 percent from
last year and he admitted ‘‘The
trend seems to be downward. We
are concerned.”

The massive wave of
speculation and the inflation that
has driven the price of paper,
chemicals and metals sky high
are products of the capitalist
crisis. This was shaped by the
Bretton Woods decision of 1944 to
base world financial dealings on
the paper dollar, and by Nixon’s
decision in 1971 to break the
dollar from even technical gold
backing.

DECISIONS

Workers had nothing to do with
these decisions. Yet the news-
paper magnates, like the owners
of basic industry worldwide, are
determined that it should be
solved on the backs of their
workers. .

What is at stake in these
confrontations is revealed in a

smal} way, in the case history¢s ; , setter: punehes an: ‘idiot itape,” . :

the Richmond Times Dispatch
and News Leader. When these
Virginia papers automated their
composing room, nearly 250
printers were replaced with a
crew of 140 clerks and art school
graduates.

Their pay averages $50 a week
under the ITU scale in the
Richmond area. The paper’s
publisher admits that he has

saved nearly $750.000 annually on
production costs.

AWESOME

The full range of compu-
terized equipment available to
use in this way is awesome, af-
fecting every department in a
newspaper plant, from billing to
loading, from the classified ad-
vertising department to the
editorial offices. But the center
now is the composing rooms, and
the new phototypesetting equip-
ment which can be brought in as
papers convert from litho
presses to offset.

Linotype machines, in use
since 1886, enable a skilled
operator to set metal or ‘hot”
type at about 3 newspaper lines
a minute. Computerized key-
boards that punch tape allow
a typographer to set about 12
lines a minute. Some of these
perforating keyboards are
already in use, with the
computer driving the line-
casters to set metal type.

MACHINES

Under dispute in the current
negotiations is the installation of
machines like the Compstar
which can set 150 lines a minute.
In these machines, perforating
or on-line keyboards work with a
computer-driven photo-
typesetter. This produces cold
type, suitable for offset printing.

Because the computer stores
all the knowledge of type
formats, spacing, even hyphena-
tion to justify lines, the type-

I
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one which requires no decisions.
just duplication of the copy. This
means any good typist can be
trained on the new keyboard. and
paid a clerk’s wage to replace
the highly skilled typographers.

In fact, machines are already
being used which would
eliminate even this process. and
the Times management has said
that ‘“‘double keyboarding’’ will
be eliminated whether the union
wants it or not. The simplest of
these units ‘‘scans’ a type-
written page and perforates tape
at the rate of 500 words a minute.

A more complex computer
installation allows copy to be
typed directly into the memory
bank, displayed on television-
like screens for checking or-
editing, and then set photo-
graphically at the touch of a
button. Some papers already use
these for classified advertising.
so the copy is being ‘‘set’ at the
same time the order is ori-
ginally typed out.

BEGINNING

This is only the beginning. A
whole new generation of equip-
ment developed completelv dif-
ferent from all past procedures.
From the handset tvpe of the
Gutenberg press up to the these
computer-driven machines. ar-
ticles are still being set letter by
letter. with copy. headlines and
pictures pasted into place later.

Now a prototype million-dollar
machine has been installed at
Harris Intertvpe that introduces
area composition. Using cathode
rays. like a television set. the
content of whole pages including
the pictures can be fed into the
computer and the page is set and
composed in one operation.

INSTALLED

According to reports at last
month’s meeting of the Ameri-
can Newspaper Publisher's
Association. about 100 of the
1100 member daily papers have
installed some sort of electronic
processing systems at this point.
Both the ITU and the publishers
agree that composing room work
forces alone would be cut by
nearly three-quarters if the
newspaper industry were fully
automated.

It is here that the defense of
jobs becomes the defense of the
existence of the union. The
reduction in union membership
that would result from the latest
publishers offer. where regular
printers but not substitutes
would be kept on. would be a
major blow to No. 6’s ability to
ensure a union shop in the New
York printing trades.

In addition, the loss of dues
money could bring the already
financially pressed union into
complete collapse. During the
last convention of the ITU, new
dues rates and pension plans had
to be worked out in an attempt to
stabilize the treasury. -

Because of the gradual loss of
jobs over the last decade, often
through negotiated incentives
for early retirement, the union is
now helping to sustain a retired
worker for each 3.9 working
members, as compared to one
for each 10.1 in 1952.

Into the battle to prevent its
breakup, the ITU brings great
strength, gained in over a
century of struggle to win the
wages, working conditions and
job security necessary for its
workers.

Today, however, these
conditions can only be defended
in a break with both the craft
unionism of the printing trades
and especially in a break with
the limits of trade union struggle
which has prevented workers
from constructing a political
party in their own defense.

These issues, the role of the
ITU leadership and how printing
workers can fight back will be
discussed in the next issue.

.+ . TO:BE CONTINUED. . - - :
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BY FRANK MARTIN

A series of secret documents from
the Canadian Armed Forces, code-
named ‘‘Operation Neat Pitch,” was
made public in the April 9, 10, and 11
issues of the Montreal separatist daily,
Le Jour.

The documents reveal the detailed plans
for a military takeover in Canada under
conditions of political crisis.

Titled: ‘‘Mobile Command Headquar-
ters—Internal Security Study Group—Ex-
ercise Neat Pitch,”” the documents were
first marked ‘‘restricted,” but were later
changed to ‘“‘secret.”” Each copy was num-
bered.

The documents were the basis of a
“study session’’ held in a Montreal hotel on
April 18-19, 1972. Sixty-five officers at-
tended these sessions, including 8 gen-
erals, 14 colonels, and 24 lieutenant-colon-
els.

The sessions were chaired by Lt.-Gen.
G.A. Turcot, at the time one of the top
seven lieutenant-generals in the Canadian

armed forces, and, more importantly, the

commander-general of the ‘‘Mobile Com-
mand,”’ responsible for the security of all
Canadian territory.

The stated purpose of these sessions

Montreal, Oo 1

| Bottom: Troops co northern

and provincial police along with troops guard downtown area.
tion of the city in search of‘ kidnapped James Cvrou.

“relates to the functioning of the armed
forces when they come to the aid of the
civil authorities...In this exercise, you will
be presented with an extremely serious
situation so that the ‘plans’ that we will
adopt will furnish us with adequate ‘prin-
ciples’ in situations much more difficult
than we have already known.”

These sessions were held on the direct
orders of the Liberal cabinet of Prime
Minister Trudeauv. The presence of Turcot
testifies to that.

The session was organized following the
publication of the report by the Dare Com-
mission which investigated the role of the
Canadian army in the occupation of Quebec
during the FLQ crisis of October 1970.

This report criticized various aspects of
the military’s role, including the lack of
centralized decision-making and the slow-
ness in reacting to the crisis. An “opera-
tional exercise’’ was carried out in Gage-
town, New Brunswick to test out the
recommendations of this report in the
autumn of 1971.

The results were published in the 1971
“White Paper on Defense Policy,”” which
formed the framework for the sessions on
“Neat Pitch.” The preface to ‘“Neat Pitch”
quotes the ‘‘White Paper’’: “It seems to us
increasingly evident that the world has

i » . ; :

arrived at a period where the established
order will be increasingly threatened by or-
ganized violence.

“This is a period of confrontations in
which a constantly increasing number of
people seem ready to resort to violence in
order to destroy democratic institutions.”

The time and setting for these ‘‘study
sessions’’ is extremely important. By the
beginning of April 1972, the Common Front
strike of 200,000 public service employees
in Quebec was in full swing. On April 4, the
Common Front union !eaders ordered their
members to disobey court injunctions to
return to work.

JAILING

As the “Neat Pitch’’ sessions began, the
government was already preparing for the
jailing of the union leaders which would
spark the May general strike and the
occupation of towns by workers through-
out Quebec.

The deliberations of these top military
officers on the weekend of April 18-19 were
clearly the preparations of a police-mili-
tary conspiracy against the powerful move-
ment of the working class.

The sessions were prepared and carried
out with great care. Six ‘‘syndicates,’’ or ad
hoc committees, composed of nine officers

each were set up to study different
problemis.

Five of the six ‘‘syndicates’’ were headed
by commanding generals of combat troops
stationed throughouvt the country: Bri-
gadier-General C.J.A. Hamilton, com-
mander of the 1st combat battalion, Cal-
gary; Brigadier-General J.W. Quinn, com-
mander of the 2nd combat batallion, Peta-
wawa, Ontario; Brigadier-General J.B.
Archambault, commander of the 5th
combat batallion, Valcartier, Quebec: Bri-
gadier-General S.V. Radley-Walters, com-
mander of the ‘“Combat Training Centre,”’
Gagetown, New Brunswick; and Bri-
gadier-General D.S. MacLennan, in charge
of the Pacific region.

SURVEILLANCE

Their discussion included a wide range of
topics: the protection of VIPs, the surveil-
lance of strategic sites and buildings, the
control and planning of rapid evacuations,
dispersal operations and confrontation
tactics, the coordination and control of dif-
ferent headquarters and, finally, the dif-
ferent phases of deployment and the use of
troops in an ‘‘operation to aid the civil
authorities.”

Since the late 1960s, the Canadian army
was being prepared for its new tasks.

Exclusive Report

MOBILE COMMAND
HEADQUARTERS

INTERNAL SECURITY STUDY
GROUP
EXERCISE NEAT PITCH
Serial 2

(This narrative depicts a fictitious
situation.)

1. Towards the end of 1972, a new
popular movement spread through-
out NORTH AMERICA. We are not
really concerned with its aims; let us
merely call it “The Movement.” At
first the intention of the leaders of
“The Movement”’ was to put pres-
sure on their governments to attain
their objectives. At the beginning of
1973, the popularity of “The
Movement” seriously increased and.
coincided, in Canada, with major
economic difficulties caused by a
series of crises in the international
monetary system. In the middle of
'73, unemployment reached 25% in
certain regions and all the indica-

-Jtors showed that the tendency was

for it to increase. The summer of '73
was marked in North America by a
series of “civil disorders” and, in
September, violence touched many
other Western countries. In Canada,
the problem was aggravated be-
cause of the following reasons:

a) The most militant separatist
groups in Quebec took advantage of
his difficult situation to promote
even more firmly their objectives.

b) A growing number of criminal

organizations were seriously stretch-
-fling the capacities of police organi-

zations to their limits.

c) The work of the police was, in

addition, overloaded by the spread
of “youth festivals,” by different
marches and all sorts of demonstra-
tions.
2. The winter of 73-74 was quiet. It
was clear, however, that the popu-
larity of “The Movement” increased
among all layers of society. Many
thought that the situation was magni-
fied by the lack of anything serious in
the press or television covering
these events; the discussion on this
subject was stirred up and pursued
throughout the winter. At the be-
ginning of 74, faced with the refusal
of the government to comply with
their demands, the leaders of “The
Movement” began to recommend to
their members and supporters to act
more firmly.

3. We are now up to July 1974.
Canada is in a difficult situation in
which disorders and great tensions
prevail. “The Movement” and other
leftist groups have taken respon-
sibility for many violent incidents
such as planting bombs and riots.
Often, different factions were
involved and the damage was
considerable in many regions. It is

" important to note that the most

serious incidents always took place
after demonstrations organized by
members of “The Movement.” These
demonstrations were accompanied
by individual terrorist actions which,
it seemed, were not coordinated. Up
to this point, the targets of these ter-
rorist actions were banks, the Stock
Exchange, the homes of govern-
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Under LesterJPearson’s government and,
specifically, under Defense Minister
Hellyer. now a Tory MP, the three
branches—the army, navy, and air
force—were integrated into one unit.

This tightening up of the armed forces
was accompanied by extensive training in
counterinsurgency methods as part of the
“‘peace-keeping task forces’ in which
Canadian troops participated in Cyprus and
Vietnam.

“Neat Pitch”’ is designed to bring these
methods home to be used against Canadian
workers. One of the documents published
by Le Jour and translated below is a ficti-
tious account of how the military sees the
development of a crisis which would neces-
sitate their intervention.

It begins with the growth of ‘“The Move-
ment.”” Though Le Jour, for its own
reasons, claims that this is the Quebec
separatist movement, the military shows a
far greater understanding of the political
and economic situation.

It sees the growth of this ‘“Movement”
coming out of the crisis in the inter-
national monetary system. It sees this
“Movement,”” not only as a Canadian
development, but as part of the develop-
ment of similar movements internation-
ally.

)r

Takeover

is

al
th
e
to
ct

NS
er
n-
ts
S.
re
aS

st
ce
9%
S€

2
-

h,
Jp
r-
ck

ment members or rich industrialists.
It seemed, however, that there was
an attempt to avoid targets or actions
which put workers or the general
public in danger. However, the latest
police information indicated that a
new wave of violence was about to
begin, this one even more serious
than the first, and that it would have,
among other things, the aim of disor-
ganizing the public services. It was
believed that the terrorists, from now
on, would preoccupy themselves
very little with the safety of the
public. The police forces were over-
whelmed and many police chiefs, in
the regions affected by the violence,
maintained that they could not hold
on for long.

4. Our intelligence services tell us at
the beginning of July that the most
dangerous incidents will develop in
Queenston, capital of the province of
Regina. It is believed that “The
Movement” has picked this city to
symbolize the aims of its campaign
because a federal plan for regional
development there totally col-
lapsed. The result of this collapse?
The highest unemployment rate in
the country, a situation provoking
controversy and widespread unrest
in the city.

5. In the middle of July, events prove
this assessment correct. A series of
bombings developed. On the 11th, 2
bombs were placed in the City Hall
and one in the federal Manpower
office. The damage is considerable,
but there are no victims. July 14, a
school, a union office, and a branch

Clearly, these military men are speaking
about a revolutionary movement in the
working class.

The scenario describes events in a ficti-

" tious town of Queenston, in a fictitious pro-

vince of Regina. It details events right up
to the point where the military intervenes.

The pattern of events that is des-
cribed—demonstrations, bombings, ter-
rorist actions—is based on the FLQ events
in October, 1970. But it also borrows
heavily from the experiences of the
military in other countries, particularly
Northern Ireland.

It is not surprising, then, that on the
second day of their sessions, the 65 officers
invited two specialists from the British
Army to discuss ‘‘Tactical Operations in
Northern Ireland.”

BRITISH

Le Jour reports that there was great
interest among the officers in what the
British Army men had to say. Their basic
point was simple: It was necessary to be
constantly prepared for the most explosive
situations. The military reaction had to be
instantaneous; it had to be powerful,
violent, with the maximum effect.

Above all, it was necessary not to wait
around for a crisis situation to develop, but

of the Royal Bank of Canada are hit.
The next day, a bomb explodes at a
city gas distribution centre...a
security guard Is injured. The same
night a demonstration organized by
a group of radical students ends in
looting. Result: 95 arrests, 22
demonstrators and 6 policemen hos-
pitalized.

6. Other serious incidents occur on
the 16th. The next day a demonstra-
tion is planned for Victoria Park to
protest police brutality. At 6 o'clock,
5000 people are assembled at the
park; many come from the nearby
towns. The Provincial Police is now
working on the basis of its emer-
gency plans...

7. Despite certain incidents, the
demonstration ends without any
serious violence, and, at 8:30 the
most radical elements among the
majority of the demonstrators
regroup and announce that they
intend to march on City Hall. In the
next 30 minutes, a whole series of
violent confrontations take place and
the municipal police decide to
disperse the crowd. Now divided into
small bands of 20 to 50 people, the
demonstrators rampage through the
streets.

8. Right after, July 18, the
headquarters of the Canadian
Armed Forces confirms the station-
ing -of a certain number of forma-
tions and units to carry out an opera-
tion whose purpose it is to come to
the aid of the civil authorities.

(Translated from Le Jour, April 10,
1974.

to react at the slightest warning.

These ‘‘specialists”” spoke from their
own experience. This included the policy of
internment without trial, mass arrests and
tortures, and the recent exposures of the
existence of assassination squads working
with the British Army.

One Canadian officer commented after
presentation: ‘“‘Our government would not
agree; it would not, in the context of 1972,
accept such an operation...but maybe later
on it will change its mind.”’

BUREAU

The military discussed the setting up of a
Joint Intelligence Bureau to coordinate ac-
tivities between the military, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, and the muni-
cipal and provincial police forces. It set the
date for the completion of the preparations
to activate ‘‘Operation Neat Pitch’’ at July,
1974.

There can be no doubt as to the meaning
of “Neat Pitch.”’ It is a conspiracy, or-
ganized by top military and government
officials to destroy the democratic rights
and organizations of the working class. It
bases itself directly on the methods of the
British Army in Northern Ireland and the
Chilean junta.

“Neat Pitch’’ exposes the treachery of
the trade union and NDP leaders who have
consistently fostered the illusion among
Canadian workers that this Liberal govern-
ment could be pressured for concessions.

LEWIS

David Lewis has kept this government
alive even up to the point of voting with the
Liberals to approve a military intelligence
unit which had been set up by Trudeau
without Parliament’s knowledge.

Lewis has sovght to tie the working class
to Parliament while the military men
prepare their conspiracies without the
slightest concern for Parliament.

Only the Workers League has fought to
warn the working class of the threats to its
democratic rights. Only we warned that
Trudeau would seek to repeat his October
1970 attacks, but this time aimed against
the entire labor movement.

Only we have fought to mobilize the great
strength of the working class to throw
Trudeau out and unite the labor movement
through a fight for socialist policies.

“Neat Pitch” not only vindicates this
perpsective, but poses as the most urgent
task facing all Canadian workers and youth
the construction of a new, revolutionary
leadership.

ay 1972: Top: Common Front workers march through Montreal. Bottom: Union leaders mobilize
ranks in Quebec City to hold march on their way to jail.
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BY FRANK MARTIN

A series of secret documents from
the Canadian Armed Forces, code-
named ‘‘Operation Neat Pitch,” was
made public in the April 9, 10, and 11
issues of the Montreal separatist daily,
Le Jour.

The documents reveal the detailed plans
for a military takecver in Canada under
conditions of political crisis.

Titled: ‘‘Mobile Command Headquar-
ters—Internal Security Study Group—Ex-
ercise Neat Pitch,”” the documents were
first marked ‘‘restricted,”’ but were later
changed to ‘“‘secret.”” Each copy was num-
bered.

The documents were the basis of a
“‘study session"’ held in a Montreal hotel on
April 18-19. 1972. Sixty-five officers at-
tended these sessions, including 8 gen-
erals. 14 colonels, and 24 lieutenant-colon-
els.

The sessions were chaired by Lt.-Gen.
G.A. Turcot, at the time one of the top
seven lieutenant-generals in the Canadian

armed forces, and, more importantly, the

commander-general of the ‘“Mobile Com-
mand,”’ responsible for the security of all
Canadian territory.

The stated purpose of these sessions

Montreal, tr 1970. Top:
Bottom: Troops

y and provincial police along
cordone off northern section of the

“relates to the functioning of the armed
forces when they come to the aid of the
civil authorities...In this exercise, you will
be presented with an extremely serious
situation so that the ‘plans’ that we will
adopt will furnish us with adequate ‘prin-
ciples’ in situations much more difficult
than we have already known.™

These sessions were held on the direct
orders of the Liberal cabinet of Prime
Minister Trudeauv. The presence of Turcot
testifies to that.

The session was organized following the
publication of the report by the Dare Com-
mission which investigated the role of the
Canadian army in the occupation of Quebec
during the FLQ crisis of October 1970.

This report criticized various aspects of
the military’s role, including the lack of
centralized decision-making and the slow-
ness in reacting to the crisis. An ‘‘opera-
tional exercise’’ was carried out in Gage-
town. New Brunswick to test out the
recommendations of this report in the
autumn of 1971.

The results were published in the 1971
“White Paper on Defense Policy,” which
formed the framework for the sessions on
“Neat Pitch.” The preface to ‘‘Neat Pitch”
quotes the “White Paper’’: “It seems tous
increasingly evident that the world has

ith troops guard downtown area.
in search of_ kidnapped James Cross.

»

-fing the capacities of police organi-

arrived at a period where the established
order will be increasingly threatened by or-
ganized violence.

“This is a period of confrontations in
which a constantly increasing number of
people seem ready to resort to violence in
order to destroy democratic institutions.”

The time and setting for these ‘‘study
sessions’’ is extremely important. By the
beginning of April 1972, the Common Front
strike of 200.000 public service employees
in Quebec was in full swing. On April 4, the
Common Front union leaders ordered their
members to disobey court injunctions to
return to work.

JAILING

As the “‘Neat Pitch’’ sessions began, the
government was already preparing for the
jailing of the union leaders which would
spark the May general strike and the
occupation of towns by workers through-
out Quebec.

The deliberations of these top military
officers on the weekend of April 18-19 were
clearly the preparations of a police-mili-
tary conspiracy against the powerful move-
ment of the working class.

The sessions were prepared and carried
out with great care. Six ‘‘syndicates,”’ or ad
hoc committees, composed of nine officers

MOBILE COMMAND
HEADQUARTERS

INTERNAL SECURITY STUDY
GROUP
EXERCISE NEAT PITCH
Serial 2

(This narrative depicts a fictitioys
ituation.)

1. Towards the end of 1972, a new
popular movement spread through-
out NORTH AMERICA. We are not
really concerned with its aims; let us
merely call it “The Movement.” At
first the intention of the leaders of
“The Movement” was to put pres-
sure on their governments to attain
their objectives. At the beginning of
1973, the popularity of “The
Movement” seriously increased and.
coincided, in Canada, with major
economic difficulties caused by a
series of crises in the international
monetary system. In the middle of
'73, unemployment reached 25% in
certain regions and all the indica-
tors showed that the tendency was
for it to increase. The summer of '73
was marked in North America by a
series of “civil disorders” and, in
September, violence touched many
other Western countries. In Canada,
the problem was aggravated be-
jcause of the following reasons:

a) The most militant separatist
groups in Quebec took advantage of
his difficult situation to promote
even more firmly their objectives.

b) A growing number of criminal
organizations were seriously stretch-

each were set up to study different
problems.

Five of the six “‘syndicates’” were headed
by commanding generals of combat troops
stationed throughout the country: Bri-
gadier-General C.J.A. Hamilton, com-
mander of the 1st combat battalion, Cal-
gary. Brigadier-General J.W. Quinn, com-
mander of the 2nd combat batallion. Peta-
wawa. Ontario; Brigadier-General J.B.
Archambault. commander of the 5th
combat batallion, Valcartier, Quebec: Bri-
gadier-General S.V. Radley-Walters, com-
mander of the “Combat Training Centre,”
Gagetown, New Brunswick; and Bri-
gadier-General D.S. MacLennan, in charge
of the Pacific region.

SURVEILLANCE

Their discussion included a wide range of
topics: the protection of VIPs, the surveil-
lance of strategic sites and buildings, the
control and planning of rapid evacuations,
dispersal operations and confrontation
tactics, the coordination and control of dif-
ferent headquarters and, finally, the dif-
ferent phases of deployment and the use of
troops in an ‘‘operation to aid the civil
authorities.”

Since the late 1960s, the Canadian army
was being prepared for its new tasks.

| Exclusive Report

‘Ganadian Army’s
Plans For
Military Takeover

zations to their limits.

c) The work of the police was, in

addition, overloaded by the spread
of “youth festivals,” by different
marches and all sorts of demonstra-
tions.
2. The winter of 73-74 was quiet. It
was clear, however, that the popu-
tarity of “The Movement” increased
among all layers of society. Many
thought that the situation was magni-
fied by the lack of anything serious in
the press or television covering
these events; the discussion on this
subject was stirred up and pursued
throughout the winter. At the be-
ginning of 74, faced with the refusal
of the government to comply with
their demands, the leaders of “The
Movement” began to recommend to
their members and supporters to act
more firmly.

3. We are now up to July 1974.
Canada is in a difficult situation in
which disorders and great tensions
prevail. “The Movement” and other
leftist groups have taken respon-
sibility for many violent incidents

such as planting bombs and riots. -

Often, different factions were
involved and the damage was
considerable in many regions. It is

" important to note that the most

serious incidents always took place
after demonstrations organized by
members of “The Movement.” These
Jdemonstrations were accompanied
by individual terrorist actions which,
it seemed, were not coordinated. Up
to this point, the targets of these ter-
rorist actions were banks, the Stock
Exchange, the homes of govern-

Under Lester Pearson's government and,
specifically. under Defense Minister
Hellyer. now a Tory MP. the three
branches—the army. navy. and air
force—were integrated into one unit.

This tightening up of the armed forces
was accompanied by extensive training in
counterinsurgency methods as part of the
‘‘peace-keeping task forces’ in which
Canadian troops participated in Cyprus and
Vietnam.

“Neat Pitch’ is designed to bring these
methods home to be used against Canadian
workers. One of the documents published
by Le Jour and translated below is a ficti-
tious account of how the military sees the
development of a crisis which would neces-
sitate their intervention.

It begins with the growth of ‘“The Move-
ment.”’ Though Le Jour, for its own
reasons, claims that this is the Quebec
separatist movement, the military shows a
far greater understanding of the political

.and economic situation.

It sees the growth of this ‘‘Movement’’
coming out of the crisis in the inter-
national monetary system. It sees this
“Movement,” not only as a Canadian
development, but as part of the develop-
ment of similar movements internation-
ally.

ment members or rich industrialists.
It seemed, however, that there was
an attempt to avoid targets or actions
which put workers or the general
public in danger. However, the latest
police information indicated that a
new wave of violence was about to
begin, this one even more serious
than the first, and that it would have,
among other things, the aim of disor-
ganizing the public services. It was
believed that the terrorists, from now
on, would preoccupy themselves
very little with the safety of the
public. The police forces were over-
whelmed and many police chiefs, in
the regions affected by the violence,
maintained that they couid not hold
on for long.

4. Our intelligence services tell us at
the beginning of July that the most
dangerous incidents will develop in
Queenston, capital of the province of
Regina. It is believed that “The
Movement” has picked this city to
symbolize the aims of its campaign
because a federal plan for regional
development there totally col-
lapsed. The result of this collapse?
The highest unemployment rate in
the country, a situation provoking
controversy and widespread unrest
in the city.

5. In the middie of July, events prove
this assessment correct. A series of
bombings developed. On the 11th, 2
bombs were placed in the City Hall
and one in the federal Manpower
office. The damage is considerable,
but there are no victims. July 14, a
school, a union office, and a branch

Clearly. these military men are speaking
about a revolutionary movement in the
working class.

The scenario describes events in a ficti-
tious town of Queenston, in a fictitious pro-
vince of Regina. It details events right up
to the point where the military intervenes.

The pattern of events that is des-
cribed—demonstrations. bombings. ter-
rorist actions—is based on the FLQ events
in October. 1970. But it also borrows
heavily from the experiences of the
military in other countries. particularly
Northern Ireland.

It is not surprising, then, that on the
second day of their sessions, the 65 officers
invited two specialists from the British
Army to discuss ‘‘Tactical Operations in
Northern Ireland.”

BRITISH

Le Jour reports that there was great
interest among the officers in what the
British Army men had to say. Their basic
point was simple: It was necessary to be
constantly prepared for the most explosive
situations. The military reaction had to be
instantaneous; it had to be powerful,
violent. with the maximum effect.

Above all, it was necessary not to wait
around for a crisis situation to develop, but

of the Royal Bank of Canada are hit.
The next day, a bomb explodes at a
city gas distribution centre...a
security guard is injured. The same
night a demonstration organized by
a group of radical students ends in
looting. Result: 95 arrests, 22
demonstrators and 6 policemen hos-
pitalized.

6. Other serious incidents occur on
the 16th. The next day a demonstra-
tion is planned for Victoria Park to
protest police brutality. At 6 o’clock,
5000 people are assembled at the
park; many come from the nearby
towns. The Provincial Police is now
working on the basis of its emer-
gency plans...

7. Despite certain incidents, the
demonstration ends without any
serious violence, and, at 8:30 the
most radical elements among the
majority of the demonstrators
regroup and announce that they
intend to march on City Hall. In the
next 30 minutes, a whole series of
violent confrontations take place and
the municipal police decide to
disperse the crowd. Now divided into
small bands of 20 to 50 people, the
demonstrators rampage through the
streets.

8. Right after, July 18, the
headquarters of the Canadian
Armed Forces confirms the station-
ing -of a eertain number of forma-
tions and units to carry out an opera-
tion whose purpose it is to come to
the aid of the civil authorities.

(Translated from Le Jour, April 10,
1974.

to react at the slightest warning.

These ‘‘specialists’’ spoke from their
own experience. This included the policy of
internment without trial, mass arrests and
tortures. and the recent exposures of the
existence of assassination squads working

with the British Army.

One Canadian officer commented after
presentation: ‘‘Our government would not
agree: it would not. in the context of 1972,
accept such an operation...but maybe later
on it will change its mind.”

BUREAU

The military discussed the setting up of a
Joint Intelligence Bureau to coordinate ac-
tivities between the military, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, and the muni-
cipal and provincial police forces. It set the
date for the completion of the preparations
to activate ‘‘Operation Neat Pitch’’ at July,
1974.

There can be no doubt as to the meaning
of “Neat Pitch.”” It is a conspiracy, or-
ganized by top military and government
officials to destroy the democratic rights
and organizations of the working class. It
bases itself directly on the methods of the
British Army in Northern Ireland and the
Chilean junta.

“Neat Pitch’’ exposes the treachery of
the trade union and NDP leaders who have
consistently fostered the illusion among
Canadian workers that this Liberal govern-
ment couvld be pressured for concessions.

LEWIS

David Lewis has kept this government
alive even up to the point of voting with the
Liberals to approve a military intelligence
unit which had been set up by Trudeau
without Parliament’s knowledge.

Lewis has sought to tie the working class
to Parliament while the military men
prepare their conspiracies without the
slightest concern for Parliament.

Only the Workers League has fought to
warn the working class of the threats to its
democratic rights. Only we warned that
Trudeau would seek to repeat his October
1970 attacks, but this time aimed against
the entire labor movement.

Only we have fought to mobilize the great
strength of the working class to throw
Trudeau out and unite the labor movement
through a fight for socialist policies.

“Neat Pitch”’ not only vindicates this
perpsective, but poses as the most urgent
task facing all Canadian workers and youth
the construction of a new, revolutionary
leadership.

ay 972: Top: Common Front workers march through Montreal. Bottom: Union loaors mobilize

ranks in Quebec City to hold march on their way to jail.
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Future Of The
Social Services Union

Negotiations for contracts covering tens of thousands '
of New York City workers, represented by District Coun-
cil 37 of the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, are now underway.

These negotiations take place in the midst of an enor-
mous city budget crisis in which Mayor Beame has pro-
claimed his determination to balance the budget through

wholesale layoffs of provisional civil service workers, at-
trition, a no hiring policy for presently vacant positions,
and a drive for productivity.

The stage is rapidly being set for the same kind of ex-
plosive struggles with the city that recently led to the
shutdown of San Francisco by municipal workers on the
West Coast.

One of the unions which is under the sharpest attack in
this crisis is the Social Service Employees Union, Local
371. The SSEU, which represents almost 20,000 work-
ers in a wide variety of titles ranging from caseworkers to
Model Cities empldyees, has been the target of a vicious
reorganization scheme aimed at destroying the union.

212 layoffs of provisional employees in titles covered
by the SSEU are now scheduled and already 17 SSEU
members have been laid off.

The union has been working without a contract since
the year began and wage talks are at a standstill. The city
is offering a token $325 increase.

These negotiations set the pace for all other contracts
being negotiated by the District Council.

The SSEU is thus in a position to give a lead to and win
the suppor: of tens of thousands of city workers for its
fight.

The jobs and wages of SSEU workers can only be de-
fended through a fight to commit the union to strike
against layoffs, to campaign for citywide support from all
the unions for such action and to mobilize all unions for a
citywide strike to win big wage gains.

This means a political break with the Beame admin-
istration which was supported by the labor bureaucracy
and a fight for the construction of a labor party.

. The most recent meeting of the SSEU however re-
veals the bankrupt policy of the SSEU leadership as well
as the growing determination of the workers to fight.

This meeting was attended by over 300 workers, in-
cluding a large delegation of young Black workers largely
from the Model Cities program, who demanded to know
what action the union would take against layoffs.

The leadership scheduled a discussion of layoffs last
on a ten point agenda. A bitter struggle exploded as the
leadership defended itself with right-wing goons and
maneuvered bureaucratically to prevent a change in the
agenda. The young workers stormed out of the meeting.

Rather than direct this fighting spirit against the union
bureaucrats around a policy for strike action, the Stalin-
ists led a walkout precisely when a majority could have
carried a vote for such action.

This reactionary leadership of Pat Knight seeks to
drive out the most militant section of the union and whip
up racial divisions.

This leadership is the direct descendant of the origin-
al Mage leadership which built the SSEU. Based on a
radical perspective of middle class protest and profes-
sionalism, the Mage leadership sought to build a union
independent of the city labor movement.

Despite some initial successes, when the big attacks
on city workers began under Lindsay, Mage refused to
turn to the city’s workers for support and found herself
accepting anti-union laws, reorganization, and the
breakup of the union.

Today, this leadership turns into its opposite. The early
rank and file democracy is turned into a right-wing bur-
eaucracy, defended by goons, independence becomes
integration into and complete reliance on the leadership
of the District Council and the leadership tries to save
itself by negotiating away jobs and conditions and
turning against the most militant in the union.

It was only the Workers Leage which fought consist-
ently to prepare the members of the SSEU for the at-
tacks that are now being carried out. The Workers
League fought to build a leadership which would begin
with the crisis and the need to mobilize city workers in an
independent political fight. We fought every tendency,
from Mage to the Stalinists, who sought to hold this back.

The rebellion of the Model Cities youth at the SSEU
meeting signals the beginning of a new stage of struggle
among city workers.

This creates conditions to build a new leadership in the
SSEU based on the policies of the Workers League.

"""" by jeff sebastian—

Michael Parkh;:it. éditor of Overdrive, addresses truckers in
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Truckers Vote No
Confidence In Leaders

BY DOROTHY
WRIGHT

DAYTON, Ohio—-
Truckers in southwest
Ohio took a vote of no
confidence in their lead-
ership last week by re-
jecting a call for a new
nationwide strike.

The May 19 meeting called
by Carl Bray, Southwest Ohio
truck spokesman, was ad-
dressed by Michael Park-
hurst, editor of Overdrive
magazine. Parkhurst called
for a shutdown to ‘‘create a
crisis”’ to pressure the gov-
ernment to act on the truck
ers’ demands, and also urged
the men to ‘‘send tele-
grams.”

Southern Ohio is considered
crucial to any shutdown. Al-
though a majority of truckers
voted against the strike this
time, it was only because they
are disillusioned with the lead-
ership and the endless negotia-
tions with the government, when
not one promise has been ful-
filled since the last shutdown.

ORGANIZE

A trucker told the Bulletin
after the meeting: ‘“‘Parkhurst
doesn’t really want to organize
anything. Most of the truckers
don’t trust him. We feel he is just
in this to promote his magazine.

“I was driving through Louisi-
ana and heard a talk show where
Parkhurst and Hill (chairman of
FASH) were being interviewed.
Parkhurst spent 15 minutes talk-
ing about his magazine. Hill
spent all of his time telling about

how he expects to get an in-
crease in the surcharges in June
or July.

“The strike was ended too
soon last time. We had the meat
drivers and produce drivers with
us then. In a few more days, we
could have brought the country.
to its knees. Hill really sold it out
then.”

NEWSPAPERS

Another trucker said of the
meeting ‘‘You can’t believe what
you read in the newspapers.
There are just spotty shutdowns
in Pennsylvania and Alabama.
The truckers here feel they took
the lead last time and we don’t
want to be out on a limb. ‘There
should have been a third alter-
native to vote on: give the gov-
ernment an ultimatum to come
up with something in 30 days and
use that time to unite all the
groups to shut it down com-
pletely if they don’t.”

The continued soaring price of
diesel fuel is wiping out the
truckers. One trucker said: “1
work 20 hours a day and can’t
make out. The truckers who
voted against the strike feel they
don’t have a leader. They don’t
trust either Hill or Parkhurst
and don’t want to lose more
money in a third strike. They
can’t make out either way. 1
have a new trailer, so I'm just
going to put it up for sale. The
companies just want to wipe out
the independent trucker.”’

Another trucker who is leav-
ing the industry said, ‘‘Fuel is
going up again another 5 to 10
percent. At the same time, there
is very little steel hauling
going on now, as the companies
stockpiled after the last strike.

“I was in Detroit last week

and couldn’t get a load between -
Tuesday and Friday. I have to
gross $1200 a week just to meet
expenses, and I only grossed $400
last week.

““The only thing I know for the
truckers to do is to sell and get
out. I have a big ‘For Sale’ sign
on my truck now. I'm getting out
my trowel and level and lay
brick again.

““The companies are trying to
take over all the hauling, cut-
ting out the independent. What
they’re doing is adopting the
policy of having you pull their
trailer, but then you have to pay
them 13 percent and an addition-
al charge of 5 percent for load-
ing and unloading, and you still
have to pay for the fuel yourself.

“As to a strike, all sections of
the workers are going to have to
get together to fight the com-
panies and Nixon.”’

A trucker who is a member of
the Teamsters told the Bulletin
that the truckers are going to
give the government a couple of
weeks and then would take ac-
tion.

HURTING

“The Teamsters are hurting
and should have joined the last
strike. Fitzsimmons is so
crooked that when he dies they’ll
have to screw him in the ground.
I have to report to this company
every morning at seven, but if
they don’t have any work, I'm
just told to go home.

“I've been to the unemploy-
ment office and they don’t have
any listings there that pay more
than $2.00 an hour and I ¢an work
5 different categories - trucker,
welder, construction, truck me-
chanic, or auto mechanic.
Everybody is hurting.”’

Injunction At Kansas City Star

BY J. NELSON

KANSAS CITY—-
Members of Press-
men’s Local 14 contin-
ued their strike for rein-
statement and union re-
cognition at the Kansas
City Star.

Ninety-eight pressmen were
sacked and their union con-
tract with the Star cancelled
two weeks ago in a dispute
over the firing of a press-
man.

The local has brought their
case to a Kansas City court

which, will, decide whether the .

firings constitute a breach of the
contract. Meanwhile the courts
have granted the Star an
injunction against mass
picketing by the pressmen.

MASSED

Last week, over 100 pressmen
and several supporters massed
at the entrances to the Star
Building and almost caused a
complete shutdown. The injunc-
tion limits the pressmen to six
pickets, two at each entrance.

Since the injunction, workers
from the other craft unions at
the Star were ordered back to
work by their leaders. The Star’s
presses are now operated by pro-
fessional strikebreakers re-

cruited from all over the
country.

The Kansas City Central La-
bor Council has called on all
union members to cancel their
subscriptions to the Star to pro-
test the union-busting drive.
Thousands of workers have al-
ready responded. But protests
are not enough.

The Central Labor Council
must mobilize the full strength
of the unions to stop the Star.
The AFL-CIO must act now to
convene an emergency Con-
gress of Labor to implement a
program for the defense of the
unions and to construct a Labor
Party committed to socialist
policies. :



Ohio Teachers
Strike For Pay

BY FRED MUELLER

YOUNGSTOWN—For
the first time in their 30
year history, the Niles
Classroom Teachers As-
sociation has walked out
on strike.

The strike began on May 22
and there has been no
progress in negotiations. The
Board of Education has
refused to discuss the
contract since the NCTA first
presented its demands on
January 29, and unilaterally
nullified every pay provision
of the old contract at a Board
meeting on May 13.

Gary Kassander, head of the
NCTA, told the Bulletin
‘“Anybody thinking of retiring
after September 1 would not be
covered.”

The Board deliberately pro-
voked the strike. ‘‘For years the
Board dictated to the teachers.
Recently, the teachers learned
that they have the same rights as
the rest of organized labor. We
have accomplished more in the
past 5 years than in the first 30.”

The Niles strike comes just
after the layoff of 50 teachers for

the next school year in nearby
Youngstown. Teachers in Liber-
ty Township are engaging in a
job action to protest spending
cuts and teachers in Wooster and
in Brookfield Townships have
just returned,

One Niles teacher said ‘“We
make $7100 per year. Last year
we got a $100 raise—that’s not a
month, that’s for a whole year.
Prices went up 17 percent over
the same period. Supplies are
also going up and yet we are
getting the same amount for
them.

““The money is just not all
there. The elementary teachers
get no breaks all day.”

The Niles teachers printed
over 3000 leaflets for distri-
bution to explain to the parents
the School Board’s attacks. A
meeting of over 300 people was
held to discuss the strike.

The coordinated attack on free
public education and the rights
of teachers through budget cuts,
layoffs, reprisals against
militant teachers, and de-
teriorating conditions means
teachers must unite in both the
NEA and the AFT and mobilize
the support of the entire labor
movement against this union-
busting.

Lordstown Workers

Still Without Contract

LORDSTOWN, Ohio—
General Motors announced
$100 price increases while the
gruelling speedup continues
in the assembly plants as GM
seeks to boost an actual fall
in profits.

‘Local 1112 of the United Auto
Workers representing truck and
Vega assembly plants at the
Lordstown complex, remains
without a local contract since
the national contract was signed
in November.

“This means more work for
everybody”’ said one UAW mem-
ber. “A lot of guys don’t like it.
It’s supposed to be 100 cars an
hour, but it looks like 10 more
than that to me.

“You call your committee-
man and he says he can’t do any-
thing until there is a new con-
tract. You may as well not call
him. The International doesn’t
want to do anything about it but
we do.”

Local 1112 has repeatedly
taken strike votes, but they have
been ignored by the Interna-
tional so that GM has the green
light for massive violations and
speedup. There are over 14,000
unresolved grievances filed by
Local 1112 against GM.

Another worker from the truck
line told the Bulletin: ‘‘Not
having a local contract, you
can’t transfer from one depart-
ment to another. I couldn’t move
from the chassis line to the body
shop. We could do this before.

‘“‘Also those fired that
shouldn’t be, like for alleged
sabotage, and under disciplin-
ary layoff are not getting their
jobs back.

‘““The International is trying to
keep the problems down and put
hand-cuffs on the local. Our
strike letter was not approved a
couple of times.

‘At model changeover, they
may try a sharp speedup, like at
Fisher Body Fleetwood now. For
sure, the prices will be higher
and the next Vega will be al-
most identical.

“This year for the first time
they are going to have a rolling
changeover, with no time off—-
there are so few changes.”

Chicago Cabbies

Set To Strike

BY DEBRA WATSON
CHICAGO—Five thou-
sand cab drivers and
garage workers are set
to strike on June 15 if a
new contract is not ne-
gotiated by that time.

At the meeting on May 22,
drivers voted 15 to 1 to strike.
The strike vote was called by
the Democratic Union Or-
ganizing Committee of Sea-
farers Union, Local 777.

The companies announced that
they would not grant any wage
increase or benefits ‘‘unless or
until”” a 25 percent cab fare is
granted by the City Council.

DEMANDS

The main demands are health
and hospitalization insurance,
and a better pension plan. Ear-
lier the union leadership nego-
tiated with the company to ter-
minate last year’s contract on
April 30, a month and a half be-
fore the contract was due to
expire.

The only wage increases that
the leadership has asked for is 40
cents for the inside workers, but
they have refused to discuss the
wages of the drivers.

Ken, a driver for the Yellow
Cab Company told the Bulletin:
““They have this thing called the
guidelines. You are supposed to
get $5 for every gallon of gas you
use. This is ridiculous. You
might drive 30 miles before you
get a fare.

“Today I made $50 and used
ten gallons. Last night I booked
in $35 and used 13 gallons.”
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Minneapolis students rally in support of Wounded Knee delenda’;lts Dennis Banks and Russell Mear:s.

Louisiana Carpenters
Start Strike For 20%

BY A REPORTER

NEW ORLEANS—A total
shutdown of building sites in
this city is being threatened
by construction unions un-
less their demand for a 20
percent wage increase is
met. ,

Led by Carpenters Union Lo-
cal 1846, pickets have already
been set up around important
sites, like the $41 million Hyatt
Regency Hotel, by millwrights,
bricklayers, cement masons and
pile drivers.

Davy P. Laborde, business
agent of the carpenters, said
that ‘“maybe in a matter of
weeks’’ pickets will be set up
outside the Superdome, a $163
million stadium which city
fathers are rushing to complete
in time for the 1975 super bowl.

He declared that no progress
has been made in negotiations
with the Associated General
Contractors of America (AGC).

“They seemed to have en-
tered the meeting with their
minds made up that they
wouldn’t budge an inch,” de-
clared Laborde. He warned that
the Carpenter’s union ““can hold
off for a year.”

Earlier, he had strongly criti-
cized the Building Trades Coun-

cil for refusing to honor the pick-
et lines. The bureaucrats on the
Council, he charged, are wor-
ried that construction workers
may break through the wage pat-
tern they accepted. .

Electricians, iron workers,
plumbers and laborers have been
instructed to cross the picket
lines.

Laborde stated that the car-
penter’s strike has been ‘‘signi-
ficantly sabotaged’ by the
scabbing.

midwest news

“If it continues it will prolong
our strike because we are going
to win. We represent the ideas of
all the union people in the area.”

Union members crossing the
picket lines have been misin-
formed by their leaders about
the issues, Laborde charged.

“I think they (union leaders)
are working with their employ-
ers rather than their mem-
bers.”

Cement masons have already
stopped work at the Superdome.

No Pay Raise

For Teachers

LOUISIANA—Teachers
here have been informed that
they will not get any pay
raise again this year.

While the Legislature passed a
bill in 1972 providing for annual
cost of living adjustments, it has
actually only allocated the funds

_ for this once, in 1973.

Despite a big surplus in the
state treasury, Governor Edwin
Edwards is strongly opposed to
any wage increase.

The Orleans Parish School
Board together with the Louis-
iana Teachers Association are
asking for an 8.8 percent
increase.

The Workers League-

Educational Program:

Watergate-
- The Ugly Face
Of Capitalism

Speaker: Tim Wohlforth,
League
swimming
barbeque
basketball
Cleveland

Saturday June 15
At Holiday Hideaway

Transportation also available

Dayton, Detroit.

Young Socialists Invites You To A:

National Secretary, Workers

from Youngstown, Pittsburgh, Transportation also available

Cost: $5 (includes transportation)

PICNIC

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Lenin: The Man, The
Party, The Revolu-
tion.

Speaker: Tim Wohl-

forth, National Se-
cretary, Workers
| League.

St. Louis
Saturday June 22
At Holiday Valley

from Chicago, Minneapolis.

PHILADELPHIA
WED. JUNE 5
Wharton Center
1708 N. 22 St.
7 p.m.

WASHINGTON DC
SAT. JUNE 8
Federal City College
925 “E” Street NW
Electric Playhouse
7 p.m.

BOSTON
WED. JUNE 12
Roxbury YMCA

Warren St.
7 p.m.

$1 Admission
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From NEP to Socialism: A
Glance into the Future of Russia
and Europe. By E. A. Preobra-
zhensky, New Park Publica-
tions, $3.00.

This book, written in 1921,
represents one of the first at-
tempts to grapple theoretically
with the problems of developing
the backward Soviet economy in
the period after the civil war.

Preobrazhensky was a
supporter of Lenin and the Bol-
sheviks from the origin of the
tendency in the split with Men-
shevism in 1903.

One of the ablest economists in
the party. he supported Trotsky
and functioned as a leading
member of the Left Opposition.
He was killed by Stalin during
the purges after refusing to
plead sguilty to a frameup
charge. ~

Preobrazhenskyv’'s work
remains banned in the Soviet
Union to this day because the
connection he always made be-
tween the Soviet economy and
world revolution remains an
anathema to the Stalinist
defenders of the theory of
‘‘socialism in one country.”

From NEP To Socialism

by Jeff Sebastian—

state for the industrial products
of Europe.

While backward Russia could
hold out indefinitely against this
contradiction, the only way out
was ultimately the proletarian
revolution in Europe.

Even sooner perhaps than
even Lenin and Trotsky, the
author warned that the NEP
would strengthen the rich
peasants and the small capi-
talists to the point that they
would become a counterrevolu-

tionary force.
A

Lectures

The book is written in a highly
unusual form. It is printed as a
serjes of lectures given by a Pro-
fessor Minayev in 1970 sur-
veving the develcpment of the
Soviet economy in the years
after the hook's publication.

Preobrazhenskv wrote it in
this form in order to explore the
dangers inherent in the newly
adopted New Economic Policy
and to put forward policies to
overcome themn.

The NEP was an attempt to
confront the problems of
rebuil’ing an economy shat-
tered bv the civil war. The
forces of the market were to be
used to reestablish relations
hetween the cities and the
countryside. The aim was to
allow a state monopoly of indus-
try. foreign trade. and state
owned farms to be built up along-
side a market economy which
permitted artisans. traders and
peasants to operate as small
capitalists.

Preobrazhensky accepted the
NEP while fighting for a policy
of planned industrialization to
strengthen the state controlled

-sector continuously against the
private mtor He insisted that
énly by building up electrical
power and ifidustry in a planned
wav could-the working class be
strengthened against the rich
peasants and small capitalists.

He also saw the development
of & powerful industry as the way
to win over the millions of poor
peasants to the side of the
working class by providing them
with the machinery to develop
their agriculture.

From the beginning of his
hook, he takes his stand on the
hasis of internationalism. The
first chapter is devoted to a
studv of the blind alley Euro-
pean capitalism found itself in
after the war and the revolu-
tion.

Industrial

Preobrazhensky explains the
need of the European countries
for the agricultural goods of the
Soviet Union for its own econo-
mic development as well as the
desperate need of the new Soviet

Encourage

Stalin. rather than heeding
these warnings, went on to
encourage the wealthy peasants,
cefused to introduce planning
into industry, and relied more
and more on the sections of the
petty bourgeoisie enriched by
the NEP.

This led to a virtual civil war
in the late 1920’s with massive
peasant revolts that delivered
blows to Soviet agriculture that
it has still not recovered from.

Only then did Stalin introduce
planning for industrialization but
on a scale totally beyond the
capacity of the economy.

Preobrazhensky began as a
Marxist with what was new in
the situation created by the
NEP. He fought to arm the
working class with a per-
spective for the conscious plan-
ning of economic development in
a balanced way, in opposition to
the empirical zigzags intro-
duced by Stalin.

There are weaknesses in the
book. Preobrazhensky tended tc
isolate economic questions from
the question of world revolution.

For Trotsky, the defense of the
Soviet Union was only possible if
based on the fight to construct
the international leadership for
the world revolution. Preobra-
zhensky was so convinced that
Russia could hold out alone, that
he deserted the Left Opposition
when Stalin introduced his Five
Year Plans seeing this as a move
in the direction of his policies.

Trotsky always understood
that Stalin’s reactionary theory
of ‘“‘socialism in one country”
meant the ultimaté undermin-
ing of the Soviet Union through
the subordination of the working
class and revolution to the So-
viet bureaucracy.

Today, under conditions of an
even more intense crisis in capi-
talism when a new revolu-
tionary period, as Trotsky pre-
dicted, has opened, the conclu-
sion of Preobrazhensky’s book
haunts the parasitic. counterre-
volutionary bureaucracy in
Moscow: )

Speaking of the European re-
volution, he declares:

“New Soviet Europe opened a
fresh page in economic develop-
ment. The industrial technique
of Germany was united with
Russian agriculture and on the
territory of Europe there began
to develop and become
consolidated a new economic
organism, revealing enormous
possibilities and a mighty break-
through to the expansion of the
productive forces. And along
with this, Soviet Russia which
previously had outstripped
Europe politically, now
modestly took its place as an
economically backward country
hehind the advanced industrial
countries of the proletarian
dictatorship.”

west coastnews

Muni Drivers To Fight
Wage Guideline Plan

A REPORTER

SAN FRANCISCO—
“If Dianne Feinstein
had to ride the Muni for
just one day, she’d see
what we put up with.
Muni drivers earn every
penny they get.”” This
was one of many angry
responses to the latest
Board of Supervisor’s
latest attack on the city
workers.

Responding to the massive
nine-day city employee strike
last March, the Board of
Supervisors and Chamber of
Commerce are recom-
mending a City Charter
amendment to set wages for
the 15,000 miscellaneous city
employees.

In addition. the Muni carmen
and city craftsmen are to be

governed by strict wage guide-
lines equal to the average
comparable rates in California.
They also want to eliminate the
fringe benefits now enjoyed by
craft workers and carmen. Muni
drivers are currently the highest
paid in the country, along with
New York City transit workers.
The City’s press has already
launched a major publicity
campaign against the unions to
win victory for the amendment
in the November election.
Typical of the attitude of the
union leadership was one
bureaucrat’s comment to the
Bulletin that this wasn’t
‘‘anything to get excited over.”
The drivers, however, see this
as a strike issue. ““This is a union
city. If they try to take away our
wages we'd tie this place up so
tight they’'d all be walking. Right
now I work a nine-hour shift to
be able to buy food. otherwise I
couldn’t make it on a straight
eight-hour shift. They couldn’t
possibly take money away from
us. we don’t make enough now.”’
The Muni drivers. members of

Transport Workers Union Local
250A, just completed union elec-
tions. The election of almost a
completely new slate reflected
the mass dissatisfaction with the
old leadership.

John Squires, the past
president of Local 250A was
unable to run because he lacks
the qualifications for nomina-
tion, but. it is certain that he
would have been broadly de-
feated if he had.

He and Grayson are appealing
to the international that there
were irregularites.

Squires won the disfavor of
many carmen as well as other
city employees during the recent
city strike when he opposed
supporting the Muni strike and
initially held off the men from
going out.

The new president Lawrence
Martin, does not offer much of
an alternative to fight the city.
The Muni carmen must prepare
to take the lead now against
these wage cutting maneuvers to
defend collective bargaining and
a decent standard of living.

Muni carmen In San Francisco, who played an Imporlant role In the rmm&citywide strike, face wage cumng

Oakland Mayor chks Off Job Stunt

A REPORTER
OAKLAND—Youth in
Oakland, like youth in
major cities all over the
country this summer
face a big zero for jobs.
Most job programs have

been cut to nothing.
Oakland’s Mayor John
Reading has launched with
much fanfare his ‘‘Summer
Jobs Program 747’

supposedly to place 2400
youths in private industry.

Northwest
Paper Strike

Members of the Associa-
tion of Western Pulp and
Paper Workers (AWPPW) are
on strike in Washington and
Oregon for higher wages.

The strike began May 7 at 5
mills of Boise-Cascade and
has been spreading to other
mills. The 1700 workers were
then joined by an additional
2200 workers who went out at
Weyerhaeuser Co.

Negotiators finally worked
out a wage offer last week,
but it was voted down last
Monday.

During the next 10 days a tele-
phone ‘blitz”” will be made to
business executives.

To demonstrate the ease with
which this will be done, the
Mayor himself opened the cam-
paign flanked by television
cameras, microphones and re-
porters. After several unsuc-
cessful attempts he finally
reached an executive.

He explained that the tele-
vision and other reportorial
instruments were awaiting his
words and urged him ‘“‘to make
some committment for summer
youth hiring.”” Only after this

kind of arm-bending, the exe-
cutive said he ‘‘probably could
use twenty men if they are quali-
fied.”

After this fraudulent stunt, the
Mayor was called up and praised
by other businessmen and sports
stars.

Youth will not be fooled by
this. The Youth Socialists will be
carrying out our biggest
campaign ever against unem-
ployment beginning on June 1
when the Young Socialists will
center this campaign on the fight
to force Nixon out and rally all
workers against this govern-
ment.

subscribe now to the tvvioefweeldy!
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Hawaii
BY MARTY MORAN
Hawaii is the press

agent’s dream, the para-

dise of the Pacific.

There, so the story goes,

the weather is always

perfect, everyone goes
about barefoot wearing
rings of flowers around
their necks, and the
natives spend all their
time feasting at luaus
and embracing tourists
with glad shouts of
‘“aloha.”

In sharp contrast to this
image of idyllic bliss, the
islands have been swept by
the greatest strike wave in
their history.

The cost of living is twenty per
cent higher than on the
mainland. A half gallon of milk
recently reached $1.00. Even
Dole pineapple canned in Hawaii
costs more.

In the last eighteen months,
longshoremen, sugar and pine-
apple workers, sheet metal
workers, garbage collectors and
nurses have walked out. At this
writing, Kaiser Hospital and
Dole pineapple’s can factory are
shut down. 2000 electrical
workers are striking Hawaii
Telephone. after rejecting an
offer of a . vercent increase
over 2 years.

Hawaii's development has been
one of the most concentrated
. examples of the post-war infla-
tionary b.om. A boom in
tourism, real estate specula-
tion, shipping, and military
spending have doubled the
population every ten years.
Gigantic hotels have been
thrown up on Waikiki almost
overnight. The traditional ‘‘Big
Five’ sugar and pineapple com-
panies which dominated Hawaii
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formed into billion dollar conglo-
merates whose activities span
the Pacific Ocean.

Out of this frenzied capitalist
development, and due to a
chronic shortage of labor, the
Hawaiian working class has built
up enormous strength. One
worker in every ten belongs to
the same local of International
Longshoremen’s and Ware-
housemen’s Union (ILWU)
consolidated Hawaii Local 142,
which organizes the docks, sugar
and pineapple, most hotels, auto
mechanics, dairies, ware-
housing, and many industrial
workers.

Two giant locals of the
American Federation of State,
County, and Municipal Emplo-
yees (AFSCME) and two
teachers unions organize all
state and local government
workers, in addition to the tradi-
tional AFL-CIO craft unions.

Until the 1930s,
movement was virtually non-
existent. The Big Five
companies made skillful use of
ethnic and language divisions in
the working class to break
strikes. A planter testified
before a special commission on
‘‘plantation distrubances’’ in
1895 that ‘‘strikes will continue
as long as men combine...the
only measure that can be taken
are those which will reduce their
opportunities for combina-
tion...this can be done by
employing as many nation-
alities as possible on the
plantation.”

More than four thousand.
pounds of water, mostly through
irrigation, is required to produce
a pound of sugar. The sugar
companies had to transport
more than four hundred
thousand workers to Hawaii
between 1850 and 1930. The
Hawaiian Sugar Planters
Association summed up their
attitude in a statement that
there was ‘‘little difference be-
tween the importation of foreign
laborers and importation of jute

the labor
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bags from India.”

Today the most numerous
ethnic group is the Japanese,
followed by whites, part-
Hawaiians, Chinese, Filipinos,
and Samoans. The pure
Hawaiians number only 800.

The breakthrough in uniting the
working class in trade unions
was made by the ILWU be-
ginning with maritime strikes in
1936 and 1938, which led to
organization of longshoremen
and workers on inter-island
shipping.

In one battle in 1938. 50
strikers were shot by police, but
the union through its control of
West Coast mainland ports was
able to force recognition from
the shipping companies.

During World War Two, the
number of trade unionists fell
from 10.000 to 4000 because
ruthless military dictatorship
was set up. All rights were
suspended. Every worker was
forbidden to leave his job
without permission from the
boss.

In the sugar fields, where
wages averaged 19 cents an hour
in 1939, conditions of virtual
slave labor were imposed. The
Army Corps of Engineers was
entitled to draft sugar workers
at will to carry out construction
projects.

Immediately upon the end of

the war, the ILWU launched an -

organizing drive in agriculture
which led to a total sugar strike
in the fall of 1946, ending in union
recognition and wage increases.
The union successfully or-
ganized pineapple workers as
well.

With control of the three basic
industries of the islands, the
ILWU was able to branch out
into every section of the working
class, as well as pave the way for
other unions. Today the labor
movement organizes nearly 40
percent of Hawaiian workers,
nearly double the average in the
continental US.
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Hawaii is the only state where
agricultural workers are eligible
for unemployment compensa-
tion., and where public
employees have a legal. though
limited, right to strike. under
legislation passed in 1969.

But the working class has paid
a heavy price as the plantations
were given a free hand to mech-
anize and destroy jobs. Employ-
ment in sugar fell from 28,000 in
1946 to 9000 today. with similar
drops in pineapple and on the
docks.

Hawaii was only able to
maintain the lowest unemploy-
ment in the country because of
the incredible boom in tourism.
real estate, and military-related
work.

Now with the end of the boom.
the ground for class compromise
is collapsing. Every section of
Hawaii's economy faces
disaster. The hotel industry has
overbuilt. with a sixty percent
occupancy rate reported. well
below the break-even point.
despite a record two million
visitors last year.

The collapse of the Japanese
economy which is threatened by
the massive increases in oil
prices is kicking out one of the
main props of the Hawaiian
economy. Japanese investors
poured more than $250 million in
new capital into Hawaii last
year. Now. the Japanese trade
and payments surplus has turned
suddenly into a deficit, and this
source of ready money is gone
for good.

Just a month ago, Seatrain
Lines, one of the world’s largest
shippers, abandoned its Hawaii
service and sold ou. to Matson
Lines. Every airline flying to
Hawaii is losing money on what
was once the most profitable
route.

The pineapple companies are
preparing the final blow—-
moving all production of canned
pineapple to the Philippines and
Thailand, where workers under
military dictatorship receive
only $1 a day. The contract
signed after the recent strike
makes no provision against
layoffs, only for greater sev-
erance pay.

Massive layoffs will take
place, not under conditions of
boom. but of recession where
every worker laid off faces the
prospect of permanent unem-
ployment.

The Hawaiian economy is
completely dependent on
exports. One authority reports
that only a two week supply of
food is on hand for the civilian
population. A law passed in 1949
gives the governor the unpre-
cedented power to seize the
docks in the event of a strike.
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ILWU pineapple workers in the
fieids. The threat of moving the
canning facilities to Thailand and
the Philippines, where military dic-
tatorships guarantee low wages to
workers, means layoffs for Haw-
alian workers.

During the three dav 1972 dock
strike, Democratic Governor
Burns asked for special nationat
legislation outlawing future
Hawaii dock strikes. The Derno-
cratic mavor of Honoluhi de-

nounced the garhage styikers in
such vicious terms that even the
labor bureaucrats were forced to

publiclv withdraw their support
to him.

Behind the politicians stands
the military. The Hawaii labor
movement confronts one of the
nerve centers of irmperialism
the largest militarv base in the
world. Pearl Harbor Hereis the
headquarters for the US Pacific
commard. which claims two
fifths of the earth's surface tor
its territory

Everv strike breaking out now
faces the threat of govermment
or open militarv intervention.
under the cover that “‘vital
supplies™ or *‘national securitv™
are threatened.

This means that the Hawaiian
working class can only defend its
jobs and its living standards
through a complete break with
the capitalist politi-:ians. joining
with the labor mov.'ment on the
mainland to construct a labor
partv pledged to bring down this
government and nationalize the
Big Five and the other mono-
polies.
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ucha obrera

MPD Traiciona Dominicanos

Los resultados de las elecciones presidenciales en Santo
Domingo del pasado 16 de Mayo no causaron ninguna
sorpresa a los millones de obreros y campesinos. Balaguer fue
re-electo por tercera vez por un nuevo periodo de cuatro afos.
De los 800,000 votos por Balaguer, contados por la Junta
Central Electoral (controlada por los burécratas dirigentes del
partido balaguerista), se presume que 500,000 son votos
fraudulentos.

El dnico contendiente de Balaguer en estas elecciones fue el
ex-general de la marina de guerra, Homero Lajara Burgos,
quien fue llamado a palacio por Balaguer al conocer este que
los partidos del Acuerdo de Santiago no iban a participar en la
consulta electoral por las condiones de represion
institucionalizadas.

Homero obtuvo un total de 85,000 votos. De un total de 2
millones seis mil votantes registrados, solo 1 millén 85 mil
participaron en las elecciones y 700 mil votos fueron
declarados nulos o fraudulentos.

Balaguer, que dur6 31 aflos amaestrando al asesino dictador
Trujillo, se sabe bien el jueguito de re-elegirse cada cuatro
aflos, con la ayuda explicita del capitalismo norteamericano.

El se ha construido la imagen del gran benefactor de la
patria. En su helicoptero de 200 mil délares, va de provincia en
provincia repartiendo funditas de comida asi como también
ropa vieja que recibe de agencias internacionales.

Desde que Balaguer fue re-electo, la represiéon ha
aumentado, en particular en contra de sus opositores politicos
del Acuerdo de Santiago y de todos aquellos que el gobierno
sospecha se abstuvieron en las elecciones.

El Movimiento Popular Dominicano (MPD), que es uno de los
partidos que participa en el Acuerdo de Santiago, ha sido el
centro de esta represion brutal. Los cuadros dirigentes, tales
como Otto Morales, Amin Bel Asbun, Guido Gil, Maximiliano
Gomez, Miriam Pineda, Bolloyo, Homero Hernandez y otros
tantos han sido asesinados bajo 6érdenes de Balaguer.

Los stalinistas de MPD son responsables de la re-eleccion de
Balaguer y la represion que tanto sus miembros como
trabajadores y campesinos se enfrenta. El MPD ha basado su
perspectiva en una alianza con todos los partidos (tanto de la
derecha como de la burguesia nacional) que se oponen a
Balaguer.

En estos momentos el MPD esta haciendo un llamado a
todos aquellos partidos que se oponen a Balaguer a que se
unan al Acuerdo de Santiago porque la situacién del pais exige
la ampliacién de ese frente para unidos vencer a Balaguer,
qguien no ha de instaurar un gobierno de democracia
representativa que es 10 que el pais necesita para acabar con
todos los males que padecen.

Una semana antes de las elecciones, los presos politicos se
fueron a la huelga de hambre en todas las céarceles del pais
pidiendo una amnistia general y que el gobierno permita el
retorno al pais de los exilados. No tard6 una hora de que el
pueblo se enterara de la huelga de los presos, cuando se
lanzaron a las calles. Las lglesias de todo el pais fueron
ocupadas por miles de jovenes en apoyo a la huelga.
Trabajadores de hospitales y de fabricas se unieron a la huelga
paralizando estas industrias.

Jovenes y trabajadores armados con piedras, palos, basura
y cuanto objeto hallaban a mano se lanzaban a las calles. Las
consignas que gritaban era la de Huelga General y la formacion
de comandos populares. El gobierno moviliz6 a miles de
soldados para reprimir a los trabajadores que en varias
provincias se habian lanzado en Huelga General. En San
Francisco de Macoris cuatro obreros fueron asesinados y
cientos torturados luego de ser arrestados.

El MPD, quen hizo el llamado a la huelga en las carceles (es
el partido socialista mayoritario en el pais quien controla el
movimiento estudiantil), desautorizé la huelga en los
momentos en que ésta se esparcia a través de todo el pais. De
acuerdo con el MPD, ellos no querian disgustar a sus aliados
del Acuerdo de Santiago, cuyo Unico propésito era ganar las
elecciones presidenciales y no llevar al pais a una Huelga
General.

Fue este movimiento espontaneo de jovenes y trabajadores
en contra del capitalismo y del odiado régimen de Balaguer el
que hizo que los stalinistas del MPD suspendieran la huelga
para poder mantener su alianza con la burguesia nacional en
los momentos en los que la clase obrera podia tomar el poder.

El papel contrarevolucionario del stalinismo es consistente
internacionalmente. En Portugal, luego de 50 aiios de dictadura
fascista, la clase obrera se lanza a las calles demandando un
gobierno socialista. La posicién de los stalinistas, dirigidos por
Alvaro Cunhal, es la de formar un frente popular
conjuntamente con los militares para establecer una
democracia.

La construcciéon de una seccion del Ccmité Internacional de
la IV Internacional es la Gnica alternativa en contra de la crisis
econdmica del capitalismo. Es solo sacando las lecciones del
papel contrarevolucionario que juega el stalinismo que la clase
obrera dominicana puede tomar el poder y establecer un
sistema socialista. Este articulo fue escrito con la colaboracién
de Rafael Sanchez.

lucia rivera—
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fought for and won through
bitter struggles in the past.

The capitalist class knows that
any attempt to try and impose
such conditions will mean a
head-on confrontation with the
working class. These struggles
will go beyond just the fight for
wages and pose directly the
question of which class will hold
power, the capitalists or the
working class?

This is why Burns in threat-
ening a decline in economic and
political freedom, is calling for
repression against workers and
youth who fight for higher
wages.

This is a blueprint for the type
of fascistic regimes that exist,
with the support of the US
government, in Brazil, Chile and
Greece where unions and strikes
are illegal.

In preparatlon for these
attacks, the government now en-
courages the most reactionary,
right-wing forces to come out of
the sewer and spread their racist
poison to divide the working
class.

The Daily News in New York,
which just led an attempt by
publishers to destroy the
printing union, is one of the
newspapers now leading an anti-
communist witch-hunt.

In its May 27 editorial, the
News declared that ‘“‘the biggest
current domestic threat to
government, of, for and by the
people, is coming from a handful
of big labor leaders...

¢“...When persons who feel that
way gain control of a
nation—whether they call them-
selves Communists, Socialists,
Fascists, or Nazis—they proceed
to bring in governments by
tyrants...who kill off all dis-
sidents quickly or slowly.”

The technique of the ‘‘red
scare” will now be used more
and more by the capitalists to
divide and confuse workers
about who their real enemy is
and to prevent the development
of the revolutionary movement.

Leading members of the
capitalist class, such as Henry
Ford, Rockefeller, Burns and
others want Nixon out because
they feel that Watergate has
paralyzed Nixon’s ability to
carry out the ruthless attacks on
the working class they require.

The danger facing the working
class is that unless Nixon is
removed by the action of the
working class and replaced with
a labor party, the very policies
outlined by Burns will become
the active program of the
administration, whether it be
Democratic or Republican.

Every struggle over wages
today is a political struggle
against this government. Every
struggle of workers to defend
their rights poses revolutionary
tasks.

The issues are clear—either
corporate profits will be gouged
out of the economic and poli-
tical enslavement of workers or
the working class will take
political power.

This is not the 1930s, when
trade unions were weak. The
working class today has
powerful trade union organi-
zations and will not be pushed
back to the conditions of the de-
pression.

Workers must fight to take-

every wage strike forward poli-
tically to mobilize and unite all
workers in a campaign to force
Nixon out and for the construc-
tion of an independent labor
party. National strike action
must be taken to defend living

conditions.
This situation can only be met

by fighting to build the revolu-
tionary party, the Workers
League, as a mass party to give
leadership in these struggles and
to prepare workers for taking
power.

The strike of Stanford University Employees is being backed by the Santa
Clara Building Trades Council and the San Mateo and Santa Clara Labor
Councils. The strike, the first in the union’s history, is for a 15.5 percent
wage increase, cost of living adjustments and an end to victimizations.

MILITARY . ..

(Continued From Page 1)

potential opponents.’’

Retiring Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Admiral Elmo Zumwalt,
recently spelled out the fears of
US rulers: “69 of our 72 critical
raw materials come to us by

ea.”’ By 1980, ‘“‘we will be re-
quiring about 50 percent of our
oil from overseas.”’

This means a major buildup of
aircraft carriers as ‘‘floating
sovereign” airfields, a buildup of
troop transport potential, and
the development of whole new
antisubmarine systems.

In addition, the lessons of
Vietnam and the Middle East
have not been lost and the US is
undertaking a program for the
development of planes capable
of evading Soviet missiles.

The navy is pushing the
development of a fleet of $1
billion Trident subs carrying
missiles with a range of well
over 4000 miles. Invulnerable to
present detection methods, the
Trident is to be employed in the
Pacific.

The air force is aiming at the
development of the B-1 bomber.

This plane can carry missiles as *

well as nuclear and conventional
bombs. It is designed to be able
to penetrate defenses flying at -
extremely low altitudes.

In his Memorial Day speech,
Nixon specifically singled out -
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee for praise for defeating
measures to withdraw US troops
from overseas and slash Trident
and B-1 bomber funds.

The imperialists are deter-
mined to go ahead with this
weapons escalation because they
are well aware that the deepen-
‘ing economic crisis is creating

. the conditions for worldwide

revolutionary developments.

Nixon’s sabre rattling speech
explodes the bankruptcy of the
Stalinist policy of reliance on so-
called ‘‘peace loving’’ capi-
talists and of their support for
detente with Nixon.

The danger of imperialist war
can only be fought through a
break with the policies of Stalin-
ism. The working class must
launch its own labor party com-
mitted to forcing Nixon out and
bringing in a government com-
mitted to socialist policies.
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MPD Traiciona Dominicanos

Los resultados de las elecciones presidenciales en Santo
Domingo del pasado 16 de Mayo no causaron ninguna
sorpresa a los millones de obreros y campesinos. Balaguer fue
re-electo por tercera vez por un nuevo periodo de cuatro anos.
De los 800,000 votos por Balaguer, contados por la .Junta
Central Electoral (controlada por los burécratas dirigentes del
partido balaguerista), se presume que 500,000 son votos
fraudulentos.

El Unico contendiente de Balaguer en estas elecciones fue el
ex-general de la marina de guerra, Homero Lajara Burgos,
quien fue llamado a palacio por Balaguer al conocer este que
los partidos del Acuerdo de Santiago no iban a participar en la
consulta electoral por las condiones de represion
institucionalizadas.

Homero obtuvo un total de 85,000 votos. De un total de 2
millones seis mil votantes registrados, solo 1 millbn 85 mil
participaron en las elecciones y 700 mil votos fueron
declarados nulos o fraudulentos.

Balaguer, que dur6 31 afnos amaestrando al asesino dictador
Trujillo, se sabe bien el jueguito de re-elegirse cada cuatro
afos, con la ayuda explicita del capitalismo norteamericano.

El se ha construido la imagen del gran benefactor de la
patria. En su helicoptero de 200 mil délares, va de provincia en
provincia repartiendo funditas de comida asi como también
ropa vieja que recibe de agencias internacionales.

Desde que Balaguer fue re-electo, la represiéon ha
aumentado, en particular en contra de sus opositores politicos
del Acuerdo de Santiago y de todos aquellos que el gobierno
sospecha se abstuvieron en las elecciones.

El Movimiento Popular Dominicano (MPD), que es uno de los
partidos que participa en el Acuerdo de Santiago, ha sido el
centro de esta represion brutal. Los cuadros dirigentes, tales
como Otto Morales, Amin Bel Asbun, Guido Gil, Maximiliano
Goémez, Miriam Pineda, Bolloyo, Homero Hernandez y otros
tantos han sido asesinados bajo 6rdenes de Balaguer.

Los stalinistas de MPD son responsables de la re-eleccién de
Balaguer y la represion que tanto sus miembros como
trabajadores y campesinos se enfrenta. El MPD ha basado su
perspectiva en una alianza con todos los partidos (tanto de la
derecha como de la burguesia nacional) que se oponen a
Balaguer.

En estos momentos el MPD esta haciendo un llamado a
todos aquellos partidos que se oponen a Balaguer a que se
unan al Acuerdo de Santiago porque la situacioén del pais exige
la ampliaciéon de ese frente para unidos vencer a Balaguer,
quien no ha de instaurar un gobierno de democracia
representativa que es lo que el pais necesita para acabar con
todos los males que padecen.

Una semana antes de las elecciones, los presos politicos se
fueron a la huelga de hambre en todas las céarceles del pais
pidiendo una amnistia general y que el gobierno permita el
retorno al pais de los exilados. No tardé una hora de que el
pueblo se enterara de la huelga de los presos, cuando se
lanzaron a las calles. Las Iglesias de todo el pais fueron
ocupadas por miles de jovenes en apoyo a la huelga.
Trabajadores de hospitales y de fabricas se unieron a la huelga
paralizando estas industrias.

Jovenes y trabajadores armados con piedras, palos, basura
y cuanto objeto hallaban a mano se lanzaban a las calles. Las
consignas que gritaban era la de Huelga General y la formacion
de comandos populares. El gobierno moviliz6 a miles de
soldados para reprimir a los trabajadores que en varias
provincias se habian lanzado en Huelga General. En San
Francisco de Macoris cuatro obreros fueron asesinados y
cientos torturados luego de ser arrestados.

El MPD, quen hizo el llamado a la huelga en las carceles (es
el partido socialista mayoritario en el pais quien controla el
movimiento estudiantil), desautorizé la huelga en los
momentos en que ésta se esparcia a través de todo el pais. De
acuerdo con el MPD, ellos no querian disgustar a sus aliados
del Acuerdo de Santiago, cuyo unico propoésito era ganar las
elecciones presidenciales y no llevar al pais a una Huelga
General.

Fue este movimiento espontaneo de jévenes y trabajadores
en contra del capitalismo y del odiado régimen de Balaguer el
que hizo que los stalinistas del MPD suspendieran la huelga
para poder mantener su alianza con la burguesia nacional en
los momentos en los que la clase obrera podia tomar el poder.

El papel contrarevolucionario del stalinismo es consistente
internacionalmente. En Portugal, luego de 50 afios de dictadura
fascista, la clase obrera se lanza a las calles demandando un
gobierno socialista. La posicién de los stalinistas, dirigidos por
Alvaro Cunhal, es la de formar un frente popular
conjuntamente con los militares para establecer una
democracia.

La construccion de una seccion del Ceinité Internacional de
la IV Internacional es la Unica alternativa en contra de la crisis
econdmica del capitalismo. Es solo sacando las lecciones del
papel contrarevolucionario que juega el stalinismo que la clase
obrera dominicana puede tomar el poder y establecer un
sistema socialista. Este articulo fue escrito con la colaboracién
de Rafael Sanchez.

lucia rivera—
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fought for and won through
bitter struggles in the past.

The capitalist class knows that
any attempt to try and impose
such conditions will mean a
head-on confrontation with the
working class. These struggles
will go beyond just the fight for
wages and pose directly the
question of which class will hold
power, the capitalists or the
working class?

This is why Burns in threat-
ening a decline in economic and
political freedom, is calling for
repression against workers and
youth who fight for higher
wages.

This is a blueprint for the type
of fascistic regimes that exist,
with the support of the US
government, in Brazil, Chile and
Greece where unions and strikes

are illegal.
In preparation for these

attacks, the government now en-
courages the most reactionary,
right-wing forces to come out of
the sewer and spread their racist
poison to divide the working
class.

The Daily News in New York,
which just led an attempt by
publishers to destroy the
printing union, is one of the
newspapers now leading an anti-
communist witch-hunt.

In its May 27 editorial, the
News declared that ‘‘the biggest
current domestic threat to
government, of, for and by the
people, is coming from a handful
of big labor leaders...

‘‘...When persons who feel that
way gain control of a
nation—whether they call them-
selves Communists, Socialists,
Fascists, or Nazis—they proceed
to bring in governments by
tyrants...who kill off all dis-
sidents quickly or slowly.”

The technique of the ‘‘red
scare”’ will now be used more
and more by the capitalists to
divide and confuse workers
about who their real enemy is
and to prevent the development
of the revolutionary movement.

Leading members of the
capitalist class, such as Henry
Ford, Rockefeller, Burns and
others want Nixon out because
they feel that Watergate has
paralyzed Nixon’s ability to
carry out the ruthless attacks on
the working class they require.

The danger facing the working
class is that unless Nixon is
removed by the action of the
working class and replaced with
a labor party, the very policies
outlined by Burns will become
the active program of the
administration, whether it be
Democratic or Republican.

Every struggle over wages
today is a political struggle
against this government. Every
struggle of workers to defend
their rights poses revolutionary
tasks.

The issues are clear—either
corporate profits will be gouged
out of the economic and poli-
tical enslavement of workers or
the working class will take
political power.

This is not the 1930s, when
trade unions were weak. The
working class today has
powerful trade union organi-
zations and will not be pushed
back to the conditions of the de-
pression. -

Workers must fight to take
every wage strike forward poli-
tically to mobilize and unite all
workers in a campaign to force
Nixon out and for the construc-
tion of an independent labor
party. National strike action
must be taken to defend living
conditions.

This situation can only be met
by fighting to build the revolu-
tionary party, the Workers
League, as a mass party to give
leadership in these struggles and
to prepare workers for taking
power.

‘6

The strike of Stanford University Employees is being backed by the Santa
Clara Building Trades Council and the San Mateo and Santa Clara Labor
Councils. The strike, the first in the union’s history, is for a 15.5 percent
wage increase, cost of living adjustments and an end to victimizations.
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potential opponents.’’

Retiring Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Admiral Elmo Zumwalt,
recently spelled out the fears of
US rulers: “69 of our 72 critical
raw materials come to us by

ea.” By 1980, ‘“we will be re-
quiring about 50 percent of our
oil from overseas.”

This means a major buildup of
aircraft carriers as ‘‘floating
sovereign’’ airfields, a buildup of
troop transport potential, and
the development of whole new
antisubmarine systems.

In addition, the lessons of
Vietnam and the Middle East
have not been lost and the US is
undertaking a program for the
development of planes capable
of evading Soviet missiles.

The navy is pushing the
development of a fleet of $1
billion Trident subs carrying
missiles with a range of well
over 4000 miles. Invulnerable to
present detection methods, the
Trident is to be employed in the
Pacific.

The air force is aiming at the
development of the B-1 bomber.

This plane can carry missiles as *

well as nuclear and conventional
bombs. It is designed to be able
to penetrate defenses flying at -
extremely low altitudes.

In his Memorial Day speech,
Nixon specifically singled out
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee for praise for defeating
measures to withdraw US troops
from overseas and slash Trident
and B-1 bomber funds.

The imperialists are deter-
mined to go ahead with this
weapons escalation because they
are well aware that the deepen-
ing economic crisis is creating

- the conditions for worldwide

revolutionary developments.

Nixon’s sabre rattling speech
explodes the bankruptcy of the
Stalinist policy of reliance on so-
called ‘‘peace loving’’ capi-
talists and of their support for
detente with Nixon.

The danger of imperialist war
can only be fought through a
break with the policies of Stalin-
ism. The working class must
launch its own labor party com-
mitted to forcing Nixon out and
bringing in a government com-
mitted to socialist policies.

We have only 1140 Bulletin subscrlptlons towards the May goa] of
5000. The trailblazers are beginning work in Detroit, to sell 1000 subs
towards this goal. The branches are going all out Memorial Day
weekend to reach their 4000 goal.

We have already gone way over the goal of 500 Young Socialist sub-
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