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White Australia
has a black history

Tuesday 26 Janvary 1988 saw the 200th anniversary of the
discovery’ of Australia by Captain Arthur Phillip. There is one sec-
ion of Australian society who far from celebrating 1988, have called
or a vear of mourning. The dispossessed, criminalised and down-
rodden Aborigines have no cause to celebrate. The bicentenary
narks two hundred years of genocide and slavery at the hands of the

nuinly British colonialists.
here is a widespread lie that the
woriginal people accepted their
‘olonisation passively. This is not at
he case. When, from 1607 to
y /U, Dutch invaders tried to settie
\ustralia,” they were unable to
wke & landing for two years and
vhen they did finally tand their lives
vere made intolerable by the heroic
caistance of the Aboriginal people
intil they left in 1610, with only half
rew, never to return,
If such resistance had taken place
vo and a half centuries later, the

o
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# Demonstrators outside Australia House, London

world might never have seen one of
the most savage and cold-blooded
wars of genocide in the bloodstained
history of British colonialism.
Diseases such as smallpox were
deliberately introduced into Aborig-
inal areas, their sugar, flour and
water were systematically poisoned
with strichnine and the settlers took
great sport in killing the inhabitants
with pistol and sword and in raping
‘gins' - their name for Aboriginal
women.

Of the original one million
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More cuts in welfare

On 20 January 1988 the government produced its annual White
Paper on Public Expenditure. It contained no surprises. Government
expenditure will continue to rise in real terms at an average rate of
about 1% per cent a year, well below the expected growth of national
income, and totally inadeguate for maintaining basic welfare services.

s year government spending {(ex-
luding privatisation proceeds) as 8
wercentage of GDP has fallen below
ihe fevel the government inherited on
wking office in 1979 - 42.5 per cent
~ompared with 43 % percentin 1978/
/. Further reductions in this ratio are
plunned for the next few years. As the
cconomy slows down they will be-
come harder to achieve,
[he government has also scored
another first this year. Expenditure in
1987/8 is expected to be £1.3bn below
that forecast in last year's White
Puaper. Nevertheless rises in the years

198819 and 1989/90 are expected to be
well above those planned in previous
White Papers (see table),
White Paper planning totals
(£bn)

Jan86 Jan87 Jan88
NE7/8 439 148.6 147.3
9R89 1487 1542 1568
%990 na 161.5 167.1

41l this confirms that state expendi-
tere has 1o risc in real terms just to
mantain more and more people at
levels. However, the
meradl 1otals do hide the extent of the
cuthecks made in soversl areas and
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getsthe nextlargestamount — £755m
- asthe prisonbuilding programme is
accelerated by another 4,200 extra
places by 1993. This is on top of the
17000 new places already planned

The other major increases arise
from the massive unemployment
levels and the growing demands on
the social services. Social security
has increased by 39 per cent since
1979 and Health and personal social
services by 30 per cent. The latter rise
has been totally inadequate since pri-
ces in the NHS rise faster than the
economy as 2 whole; demands on the
service are increasing as a resultof an
ageing population; and pay for doc-
tors and nurses is rising faster than
inflation. The rises planned for the
next three years are below the levels
needed to maintain the service and do
not include any allowance for real
rises in NHS staff pay. An all-party
select committee has estimated that
the NHS has already suffered a short-
fall of £1.8bn between the years
1980-1 and 1986-7. The government is
intent on making the situation worse.

Education and science expenditure
has increased by only 9 per cent since
1979, well below the average risc in
government spending. Tt will be
squeezed over the next few years.
Spending on housing has fallen by 41
per cent (afier receipts from council
hoose sales) oo trade 2ad mdusiry by
&L per comx and tamsport by U per
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Aboriginal inhabitants, only 20%
survived this carnage.

In Queensland, Aborigines make
up 3% of the total population, but fill
one third of the prison cells. Aborig-
inal deaths in custody run at the rate
of three every two weeks. A Royal
Inquiry has been set up, but the fam-
ilies of those who have died in deten-
tion are being threatened by the pol-
ice not to give evidence.

In the face of this exploitation and
oppression, the Aboriginal people
are nevertheless fighting back, and
organising to win. The demand for
land rights is central to their plat-
form and they demand that they are
recognised as sovereign owners of
the whole continent; they also de-
mand self-determination for their
own areas of land, compensation for
stolen land and mining royalties.
Groups such as the Committee to
Defend Black Rights are setting
themselves up to put pressure on the
State for action on civil rights. Gen-
erally, there is a growing awareness
and pride among Aboriginal pcople.

We in Britain have a responsibility
toward the Aboriginal people. It was
Britain who colonised Australia,
who murdered Aborigines in their
tens of thousands and set up the
‘apartheid’ style laws to enslave and
rob the Aboriginal people. On 26
January, thc Aboriginal Anti-
Bicentenary Solidarity Group held a
picket of almost a hundred people

' outside the Australian High Com-

mission, and then went on to occupy
Qantas, Regent Street. Two of our
comrades were arrested, one while
the occupation was in progress, the
other after all the demonstrators had
peaceably left the building,

More information  from  the
Abariginal Anti-Bicentenary Solid-
arity Group, I4B Chardmore Rd.,
NI166ID Tel: (01) 806 0742

Leigh O'Connor

Kill Alton’s Abortion

On Friday 22 January David Alton’s anti-abortion Bill won a major-
ity of 45 in the House of Commons. His Bill sets an upper time limit for

abortion of 18 weeks; a sharp reduction in the real availability of

abortion for many women.

In 1986 only 5,665 (3.3%) of the
172,000 abortions performed were
post 18-weeks. However, nearly
3,000 of these were to women under
the age of 20. Alton's Bill is a par-
ticular threat to young women.

Vital tests for abnormalities in
foctuses cannot be completed before
the 18 week deadline. Alton's Bill
could result in the birth of 600 more
disabled children a year in a society
which discriminates against disabled
people at all levels.

Alton’s Bill is an attack on the right
1o abortion. Alton has made it clear
that he is opposed to all abortions.
His limit of 18 weeks has no medical
significance but it would make abor-
tion much more difficult for all those
women who cannot afford to pay. Of
all abortions performed after 18
weeks in 1986, 20% were on woren
who had requested an  abortion

SCARGILL'S ELECTION

Hard fight ahead
for the miners

Dave Douglass, NUM Yorkshire Area, writes on the crisis in the NUM.
The article was written before the resuit of the election was known.
Scargill’s greatly reduced majority, 53.8%, confirms the importance of
the political questions raised by Dave Douglass.

The current infighting on the NEC is
symptomatic of the reasons why Ar-
thur sought re-clection. Constant
sniping over every issue, large or
small, as well as the ‘New Realist’
charge that Arthur is out of touch
with the rank and file forced him to
seek a fresh mandate,

None of the CP ‘lefts” or CP in-
spired area leaders had the bottle to
stand against Arthur or blow their
left cover by openly supporting right
wing John Walsh. However, they
refuse 10 nominate or hint at absten-
tion. Abstention, however, is a vote
AGAINST Arthur and for the right
W sish's cammpangn appeais solely
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until 100 years of concession and ad-
vance iy wiped out.

The bulk of the left has correctly
fallen in behind Arthur, but tend to
feed the ego-tripping image that the
clection of Arthur will mark the re-
opening of a major mineworkers of-
fensive against the Board. Like a
children's war game, where all the
dead men get up and go home for tea
before coming back out to rejoin the
battle, they are simply waiting for
Arthur to give the word and the
miners will spring back good as new
to all out battie.

A stcady guerilla struggle is being
waged by the muners. Arthur nced$
0 address himscif to the direction of

this geenilla strugsic to coafound |
anv plans the Boasd has for the in- |
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before the 12th week,

Alton’s Bill and associated moves
to change the 1967 Act would hit
foreign women, especially Irish
women, seeking abortion in Britain,
Last year, 3,715 Irish women came
to Britain for abortions,

Alton is now considering allowing
‘exemptions’ from the 18 week limit
for certain types of disability - cg
multiple sclerosis, spina bifida - and
women who have been raped.
Down’s Syndrome is, he believes, a
*borderline’ case. Rape victims will
only be exempt provided they report
the rape to the police within a set

FIGHT FOR GAY TS

W In January thousands marched against Clause 28 of the Local

time. Alton’s ‘2xemptions’ are elo-
quent testimony to the vicious anti-
woman character of this Bill,

The Labour Party allowed a frec
vote and no less than 33 Labour MPs
voted for this vicious attack on wom-
en’s rights.

This is the fifteenth time we have
had to defend the 1967 Act (itself in-
adequate). Alton's Bill, in whatever
form, must be defeated, Women
must have the right to abortion on de-
mand as carly as possible and as late
asnccessary. FAB's national demon-
stration on 19 March needs (o unite
all those fighting oppression for a
massive and angry show of opposi-
tion to Alton’s Bill.

Sue Swatridge
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Government Bill and on 24 January thousands held a vigil for human

rights for all Aids victims
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HANDS OFF IRELAND!

‘National

Security’

licence to kill

With Attorney General Sir Patrick Mayhew's announcement of no
prosecutions following the Stalker/Sampson inquiry into shoot-to-
kill operations in the Six Counties, the government Is gambling, once
again, on public ignorance and indifference to the murderous activi-
ties of British forces in Ireland. The British government has pleaded
‘reasons of national security’ to justify its decision.

In many other countries a government
decision that no action was to be taken
about an official policy of murder by the
police and a high-level cover up, would by
now be a national scandal. Not so in Bri-
tain. Only one MP, Ken Livingstone,
made the obvious point that Mayhew and
co. were ‘accomplices to murder’ and was
thrown out of the House of Commons for
it. Nor is the government caused much
anxiety by theanger expressed by Haughey.
The decision, coming after assurances to
the Irish government that they would pro-

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATIONS

Thousands of people joined marches in
Ireland and Britain to commemorate the
murder of 14 Irish people by British
soldiers on 30 January 1972. The marchin
London, organised by the Committee for
Withdrawal from Ireland, was swelled to
5,000 in response to the announcements
of no prosecutions in the shoot-to-kill
cases and the unsuccessful Birmingham 6
appeal, Three fiute bands from Scotland
travelled to the march. The rallyin Islington
Town Hall was addressed by a Sinn Fein
speaker; Emma Groves, blinded by a
rubber bullet; MPs Ken Livingstone,
Jeremy Corbyn and Dianne Abbott and a
speaker from the NUM. The threatened
major mobilisation by the National Front
turned out to be a few.small bands of fasc-
ist counter-demonstrators, Manchester Ir-
ish Solidarity Cornmittee travelled to Derry
to join the commemoration march there.

INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN’S DAY PICKET
Stop Strip Searches!
End British Torture!
Picket Durham Prison
Sunday 13 March 1pm

| MAXINE WILLIAMS |

secute, is a measure of the contempt the
British government has for its Irish junior
partners. They may try to sweeten things
with talk of disciplinary action against
some RUC officers but they know that the
affair is not likely to seriously jeopardise
Irish cooperation with imperialism.

The affair began in 1982 when in three
separate operations six men were shot
dead by members of the SAS-trained RUC
Headquarters Mobile Support Unit. In

BIRMINGHAM 6

British justice

The Appeal result came in the same week
that the government announced its deci-
sion not Lo prosecute RUC officers who
had committed perjury, conspiracy and
murder in Ireland, The two decisions stand
not only as a monument to British injustice
but to government determination to pro-
tect those who carry out its murderous
Irish policies. Policemen who gunned
down unarmed Irish people are 1 be pro-
tected on grounds of ‘national security’
while six men whose only ‘crime’ is that
they are Irish are to remain in prison.
Nobody is fooled by the judicial farce of
the Appeal Court, the real reason that the
Birmingham 6 will remain in prison is also
‘national security'. If their appeal had
been successful it would have been a
crushing blow for the police, the judiciary
and top politicians, It would have meant
that dozens of police were guilty of per-
jury, that senior judges, Attorney Gener-
als and Home Office Ministers had col-
luded in this process. Even worse, it would
have increased pressure to reopen the
other Irish frame ups, the Guildford 4, the
Maguires and Judith Ward. For ‘national
security” read the protection of the high
and mighty in Britain. And who better to
protect them than three of their own: Lord
Chief Justice Lane, Lord Justice Stephen
Brown and Lord Justice O'Connor.

-No justice

On 28 January the appeal of the Birmingham 6 was rejected. The deci-
sion is a bitter tragedy for the men who have spent thirteen years in
prison for a bombing which they did not commit and for their families
and friends who have had to stand impotently by and watch them
grow old In prison. Their suffering can only be imagined as they sat in
court and watched three bewigged and robed judges majestically
sweep aside every argument, every witness, every carefully resear-
ched piece of evidence that had been brought forward in support of
the six. With an arrogance unique to the British ruling class, these
judges have sent six men back to prison despite the fact that their in-
nocence is recognised by millions of people, including politicians,
lawyers and journalists, In Ireland and in Britain.

MAXINE WILLIAMS l
They treated the case put forward on be-
hall of the six with utter contempt and dis
belief. Despite weeks of evidence to the
contrary they had not one tiny doubt that
the men's convictions were *safe and satis-
factory'. The two new witnesses who
backed up the men’s evidence of police
beatings, the former police officers pre-
sent during the men’s time in custody,
were ‘a witness not worthy of belief' and ‘a
most unconvincing witness and an embit-
tered man’, Anyway it was ‘highly unlike-
ly' that West Midlands police officers
would have beaten the men up in front of
officers from another force. Asto anorga-

two trials following the killings RUC men
were acquitted but made the damaging ad-
mission that senior officers had told them
to lie about what occurred. In addition, the
Armagh coroner resigned because of
‘grave irregularities’ in the RUC files
about the cases. Rumours abounded that
an official shoot to kill policy existed, that
one of the operations had involved incur-
sions.into the Twenty Six Counties, that
MIS was involved.

In May 1984 Manchester’'s Deputy
Chief Constable, John Stalker, was ap-
pointed to conduct an investigation. The
Stalker inquiry was no doubt supposed to
be a whitewash, But Stalker actually began
digging and soon found himself up against
awall of silence (at some points he actually
feared for his safety) from the RUC and its
Chief Constable, Sir John Hermon. He

discovered perjury and fabricated evi-
dence and demanded the suspension of two
RUC Superintendents. Hermon refused.
Discovering that MI5 had actually taped
events at the scene of one of the killings,
Stalker demanded a transcript of this cru-
cial tape from the RUC. Hermon refused.
Meanwhile Stalker produced a report
recommending prosecution of at least
eight RUC officers. Finally Hermon was
ordered to give the transcript to Stalker.
On the very day before Stalker was due to
return to Belfast and try again to get the
transcript, he was removed from duty and
an inquiry was launched into alleged disci-
plinary offences by him. He was removed
from the shoot-to-kill inquiry and replaced
by Colin Sampson, Chief Constable of
West Yorkshire (who just happened also to
be heading the investigation about Stalker).
Subsequently his disciplinary offences
were shown to be trivial and he was rein-
stated. But he was never put back on the
shoot-to-kill inquiry. He had come too

close to the truth for comfort and had been *

cynically removed by the British ‘dirty
tricks’ brigade,

Prosecutions of the RUC would have
risked revealing an appalling tale of gov-
ernment-sanctioned murder, perjury and
obstruction of justice, By pleading na-
tional security and brazening it out the
government has ensured that what actually
happened in Ireland and in the subsequent
Stalker affair remains known only to a
minority of the British public, Once again
British rule in Ireland and the murder and
repression by which that rule survives has
been defended.

This disgraceful affair will now be con-
cluded with inquests into the six shoot-to-
kill deaths. Delayed for six years, these
will be heard in front of a jury selected by
RUC Superintendents. And so the ‘cover
up’ continues. The sorry truth is that,
despite the momentary embarrassment
and token frost in Anglo-Irish government
relations caused by Mayhew’s announce-
ment, the British government is likely to
win its gamble.

The riddled car in which unarmed
volunteers, Gervals McKerr, Eugene Toman
and Sean Burns were murdered in 1982

nised conspiracy by the police, this was
‘grotesquely impossible’,

The Justices had no more difficulty deal
ing with the demolition of the forensic evi
dence against the six. Most who observed
the trial agreed that it would be hard to find
a more appalling witness than Dr Frank
Skuse, who conducted the explosives tests
on the six. But the learned Judges, whilst
admitting the doubts about Skuse's meth-
ods were nevertheless ‘reasonably certain’
that his results could not have come from
substances other than explosives. Indeed
the longer they had gone on listening to the
evidence for the six the more convinced of
their guilt they had become. So there we
have it. Wouldn't any normal person be
happy to have their fate in the hands of
such learned and open minded gentlemen?

The result comes as no surprise to those
who are familiar with the methods by
which Britain rules in Ireland. But it is a
major embarrassment for the Twenty Six
Countics government, the SDLP and
others who have maintained that the
Anglo-Irish Agreement would bring about
improvements in British police and judi-
cial methods as applied to the Irish. Their
strategy is reeling from the double blow of
the Birmingham 6 result and the shoot to
kill no prosecutions decision. Yet the Irish
government, on the strength of a few Brit-
ish ministerial ‘assurances’ that things
would improve, has been willing to allow
extradition and unprecedented military
and police collaboration against Republi-
cans. They now stand thoroughly expos-
ed. Labour spokesman Kevin McNamara
got right to the point: ‘It will put an enor-
mous strain upon politicians seeking to
gain support for the forces of law and
order’. It is not British murder, repression
and injustice that worries the British Lab-
our Party and the Irish collaborationists,
merely its exposure. They fear that this
will lead to increased support for the only
force fighting to drive British imperialism
out of Ireland - the Republican Move-
ment.

These are the motives that have made
some bourgeois politicians in Britain and
Ireland take up the case of the Birmingham
6. It is from them that much of the pressure
to re-open the case has come. And it has
been proved to be an insubstantial basis on
which to build a campaign. The protests of
politicians, churchmen and others will
always have a place in a campaign for the
Birmingham 6. But, if alongside them
does not go enormous pressure from a
wide and public campaign it will not be
enough. This much has now been proved
The British government weighs things up
carefully when so much is at stake. As
things stand, they will only release the Bir-
mingham 6 when they fear the consequen-
ces of keeping them in prison more than
the consequences of releasmg them. To
bring that about will not be easy. It re-
quires that all supporters of the Birming-
ham 6 now unite to build the most powerful
and angry campaign ever seen.
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SOUTH AFRICA

City Anti-Apartheid Group programme of action

Participate in '88

Participate in '88 - Free the Prisoners Now! was the theme of the City
of London Anti-Apartheid Group dayschool held on 17 January. 110
people representing a wide variety of organisations as well as in-
dividuals attended to discuss the Programme of Action for 1988.
Comrades from the struggle in South Africa were represented by Com-
rade Rodney from the PAC, Comrade Keke who is active in the Ruskin
Kitson-Mandela Committee, Comrade Freddie from SWANU, Comrade
Tfhepiso Manupelu who was part of the student uprising in Soweto in
1976 and Comrades David and Norma Kitson.

Carol Brickley. Convenor of City Group,
opened the dayschool by outlining the pro-
gramme for the coming year: 'Our task is
o build the movement which is actively
engaged in the fight against apartheid in
South Africa and against racism in Bri-
tain’. Carol outlined the repression being
waged against the black majority by the
apartheid regime, backed by its im-
perialist allies - Mrs Thatcher being the
most prominent,

‘In terms of our task of building the
solidarity movement here in Britain, we
have to say that the Anti-Apartheid
Movement has lost the argument for
sanctions. Mrs Thatcher hasn't won
it - the Anti-Apartheid Movement has
lost it . . . they hold out the hope that
talks or negotiations with Thatcher will
win the British government over to op-
posing apartheid — Like Oliver Twist
they keep going back for more and the
answer is always the same,’

The imperialists are now lining up Lo en-
sure that the fight to end gpartheid, led by
the working class and oppressed in South
Africa, is deflected and that a solution ap-
proved by the Nationalists and imperi-
alism is imposed.

Describing the fighting people of South
Africa as ‘strategists’ Carol made the
point that there are many different politi-
cal trends fighting in the liberation strug-

el

gle and only the majority of South Afri-
cans have a right to choose their leaders
and the nature of a future democratic
South Africa. Solidarity with afl the forces
fighting for liberation is vital if the work-
ing class and oppressed are to retain their
right to choose. ‘Carol concluded that City
AA’s organisation needs to live up to the
struggle and to its reputation for effective
solidarity action,

Norma Kitson, recently returned from a
trip 1o Zimbabwe, played two tapes of in-
terviews with comrades who have recently
been leading struggles in South Africa.
These were powerful testimonies to the
justness of the struggle and the courage of
the people. Norma reported that the Non-
Stop Picket is known about and supported
by comrades in the struggle who applaud
the activists involved. During their trip to
Zimbabwe, David and Norma Kitson
were interviewed in the press on the radio
amd the television, and attended the in-
auguration of Robert Mugabe as President
in Harare. Everywhere they went they
received messages of support and encour-
agement for the Non-Stop Picket.

The Dayschool broke into workshops to
prepare the mobilisation for the Pro-
gramme of Action. In all the workshops
comrades new and old came forward with

_ LORNAREID

ideas for the building of the movement:
amongst youth and students, women,
trade unions, black and anti-racist groups,
lesbians and gay men. The Programme of
Action was well and truly launched,

In the afternoon, comrades from PAC,
SWANU, BALSA, Azania/Namibia For-
um, the RCG, the Humanist Party, Kitson
Mandela Committee, and David Kitson
himself joined together in a panel discus-
sion on non-sectarian solidarity work.
David Reed, speaking for the RCG, said:

‘Whilst wé unconditionally support all
forces fighting for liberation in South-
ern Africa, as communists we want
power in the hands of the working class
and oppressed . . . our solidarity must
ensure that their voices are heard . . .
by giving support to all those fighting
for liberation we can ensure that the
working class and oppressed have a
yoice in Britain,

A lively discussion followed - including a

hotly debated discussion on the role of the

churches. It turned out that the audience

contained a Church of England clergy- -
man, Christians and Hindus as well as #
atheists. Many people felt that the Church o
had played a reactionary role in oppressed
nations which it must rectify. The role of PR::%::&F&?‘;I:N
the Church towards black people in Bri- M ts for th i
tain was also challenged. In the end, most ajor events for the coming year
people agreed to differ about religion but Mondag“iMafch Thslgvdg%é%xe
felt that the important question was REMEMBER SHARPEVILLE
: SURROUND THE Y
whether you stand on the side of the people REMEMBER LANGA Part of an intematicrally co og’gmﬁ- of action
who are fighting oppression. STOP THE MASSACRES
Participate in '88 - no matter your STOP THE HANGINGS Saturday!Sunday 164 17 July
creed, colour or political affiliations - that c""""’g:;;;“;‘m'mm Smﬂ;?gf}gg"
was the message of the dayschool, The | pop anIVERSARY OF THE NON-STOP PICKET NELSONMANDELA'S 70TH BIRTHDAY
RCG fully supports the City AA Pro- DEMONSTRATION Rally outsige the Spm
gramme of action and will participate fully Hytit Park to the Sauth African Embassy :
in building the movement which will fight FREE MANDELA ® FREE MOTHOPENG ® g s it
for democracy both in South Africa and :

FREE MAYEKISO
Britain. KENSTOR FE

1988-YEAR OF THE

LYNCHINGS

This year the Nationalist Party in South
Africa will celebrate 40 years of apart-
held rule. The festivities will mark 40
years of institutionalised murder tor-
ture and repression of the vast major-
ity of its population who are black. It is
no accident that this year more than
40 black people wait to be hanged on
Death Row for political ‘crimes’. 1988
threatens to be the ‘Year of the
Lynchings'.

MPs Terry Fields and Keith Vaz who led a
City AA delegation to Downing Street

Amongst those awaiting the death
sentence are six young black people —
the Sharpeville 6 — who were sentenc-
ed to death for the murder of a black
councillor in September 1984. They
are innocent. They have spent nearly
two years on Death Row and their ap-
peal has been turned down. They could
be hanged at any time, without warn-
Ing or notification to their families.

Most of the condemned prisoners
were sentenced for ‘crimes’ commit-
ted during the period of intense res-
istance in the townships from 1984 to
1986. The programme of lynchings
scheduled for 1988 is intended to in-
timidate the black population.

City AA has launched a concerted
campaign to save their lives, On 28
January two MPs, Terry Fields and
Keith Vaz accompanied by a City AA
delegation handed a letter, signed by
20 MPs, In at 10 Downing Street call-
ing on Mrs Thatcher to make direct
representations for clemency. So far
Thatcher's government has avoided
any direct call, while claiming to be op-
posed to the hangings.

If the apartheid regime goes ahead
with the hanging of the Sharpeville 6,
then the slaughter of at least 40 others
will follow this year.

Carol Brickley
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The politics behind
the violence

The escalating fighting between UDF and Inkatha supporters in and
around Pletermaritzburg is providing the apartheid regime and bands of
foreign journalists with plenty of material for a disinformation campaign.
Accounts of ‘atrocities’ on both sides now litter the Western press and
media. It is, in many ways, a return to their favourite theme of ‘black on
black' violence, Intended to show that there Is a big question mark hang-
ing over a future democratic South Africa, governed by the black majori-
ty. Once given the vote ~ the argument runs - black South Africans will
naturally divide into warring groups (tribal wars, civil wars etc) and
South Africa will descend Into barbarism. No wonder that the regime is
happy to allow such stories to ‘emerge’ uncensored while every other
struggle involving black people goes unreported.

The real facts behind the fighting between
UDF and Inkatha supporters are, of
course, political. Chief Mangosuthu Buth-
elezi has long jockeyed for a position of
power and credibility - refusing to be a
puppet bantustan leader (although he is in
reality just that) by claiming to be anti-
apartheid and part of the liberation move-
ment. Buthelezi has the dubious distinc-
tion of being Mrs Thatcher's favourite
black man - he is totally opposed to sanc-
tions. Inkatha, his ‘Zulu' movement, is
organised along traditional lines, and is
the basis for Buthelezi's claim to represent
millions of black people. In 1985 the first
vigilante groups to attack UDF supporters
in Natal province were organised by In-
katha. The difference now is that the UDF
youth and grassroots are fighting back,

The tragedy of the Pietermaritzburg
fighting is that all too often Inkatha’s sup-
porters have no real choice about their
allegiances, Buthelezi has established a
system where in some areas it is impossi-
ble to get a job or even travel on public
transport unless you belong to Inkatha. It
is the ordinary people who are press-
ganged into a cycle of violence and vic-
timisation while Buthelezi and his hen-
chmen keep their hands clean.

In these circumstances, UDF sup-
porters are understandably wary of peace
talks with Inkatha which UDF leaders
have tried to set up.

Unlike the British press and media, we
cannot remain blind to the political facts.
The UDF stands on an anti-apartheid pro-
gramme, which Inkatha certainly does
not. The fighting is no more ‘black on
black’ violence than the war in Ireland is
religious. There is no question mark over
the democracy of future majority rule in
South Africa - the only question is how
soon?

Carol Brickley



SMASH APARTHEID!

Non-Stop picketer
sues Metropolitan
police for assault

Simone Dewhurst’s civil action against Cannon Row police for
assault and sexual harassment was heard in Westminster
County Court from Monday 18 January to Friday 22 January
1988. Simone was arrested on 6 October 1986 on the Non-
Stop Picket outside South Africa House and subsequently
charged with obstruction and assault on a police officer, Ins-
pector Roger Perry. She was later acquitted. :

| TERRY O'HALLORAN ]

In the civil action Simone testified that on
6 October 1986, while in the charge room
at Cannon Row, she was assaulted by Ser-
geant A18 Mander. “He started to scratch
my arm with his fingernails. I tried to get
out of my chair but he was leaning across
me effectively pinning me into the chair.’
She told the court that Sgt Mander said,
‘It's a pity A906 isn’t here because he'd
like to stick one up you.’

Then, she said, whilst her property was
being checked, WPC AD331 Duberry
started reading the Chief Steward's book.
She protested saying that the book was
personal property. Then, Simone said,
‘Al8 came round and pushed me off my
chair.’ She ended up on the floor with the
chair on top of her.

She was taken to a cell by two WPCs.
Simone then told the court: *WPC Du-
berry took me out of the cell into the
charge room, She said I had to take my
clothes off . . . Together they forcibly re-
moved my T-shirt: Then they ook my
other clothing off. One held my arms be-
hind my back and the other took my trous-
ers and pants off. T was just standing there
with no clothes . . . One door opened and
A 18 walked in. He said ** A906 would like
to see you now and fuck you, """

Simone told the court that Mander ver-

bally abused parts of her body and told
her, *I wouldn’t touch you, you're dis-
gusting.” He also, she said, called her a
*slut’ and a ‘lesbian’.

She said, shouting and crying she tried
to get her clothes but was held back by the
two WPCs; Mander then returned to the
room and said, ‘Oh, she's crying. What a
shame. All you women on the picket are
dirty lesbians.” Simone said that there was
a group of male officers looking through
the open door and laughing. ‘I recognised
one of them as Inspector Perry.

Michael Austen-Smith represented the
police. He attacked Simone’s account as a
‘fabrication to dirty the name of the
police.' He suggested that CLAAG (the

" acronym for City Group used exclusively

by the Metropolitan Police and the AAM)
was expelled from the AAM for being
‘more radical and more militant.’

He suggested to Simone that as a memb-
er of the Revolutionary Communist Group
she was ‘prepared to tell any lie' to dis-
credit the police. He suggested that she
had got somebody to scratch and lacerate
her arms inflicting up to 68 separate injur-
ies. He suggested that her whole account
was part of a conspiracy to attack the
police.

The police denied that the assaults, the
abuse and the strip search had taken place
atall.

AAM in Zola Budd Dirty Deal

Stewards fight to remove City AA protestors on the track in Gateshead (Zola

Budd obscured, centre of picture).

On 30 January City AA disrupted Zola Budd’s return to running in
Gateshead. The AAM had told Tyneside AA that If they did anything ‘con-
troversial’ they would get no support. Tyneside AA then made a ‘'no-
disruption’ deal with Labour Councillors. Secretary Allison Barrett said, ‘H
there’s any direct action its nothing to do with us’ and that she was hor-
rified that members of City AA shouid run onto the track. Once again the
AAM has broken the international sports boycott of apartheid. Budd came
fourth and is eligible for the world championships in New Zealand this
March. There she will meet a storm of protest.

Andy Higgingbottom

HILSIWIN NOY

o

Simone Dewhurst at Westminster County Court

&

In his closing speech, Austen-Smith
again reverted to the conspiracy theory.
He told the jury that City Group was ‘an
organisation too extreme to be kept within
the limits of the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment’; that Simone’'s account was part of
‘a scurrilous campaign against the officers
of the Metropolitan Police’ and a ‘planned
vilification of the police’ designed to show
that ‘They're [the police] sexist, they're
racist and they 're brutal.’

Judge Percival Harris threatened to im-
prison anyone who picketed outside the
court. Hetold one woman he would impris-
on her.if she could not ‘keep a straight

face’, In his summing up he referred to the
‘somewhat modern and deplorable tenden-
cytodenigrate the police because they have
been caught in a few nefarious activities.’
He told the jury that they may have thought
‘as, candidly I did, that he [Sgt Mander]
was a fine upstanding young man.'

After the jury found against Simone,
Judge Harris said that Simone was the type
of person who is neither ‘likely to work or
wants to work’. He said that he would
have referred the papers from the case to
the DPP but that he thought Simone was
‘naive, immature and may have been ma-
nipulated by other forces.'

The attack on
Simone Dewhurst

On Friday 22 January Simone Dew-
hurst, RCG member and leading City
Group activist, lost her case against
the Metropolitan Police (see report of
court case this page). The police
defence was based on accusing Sim-
one, the RCG and City Group of being
engaged In a conspiracy against the
police. The facts show that, on the con-
trary, Cannon Row police have been
engaged in a conspiracy against the
Non-Stop Picket since it began.

From 19 April 1986 to the beginning
of December 1987, a period of 18
months, the police made 376 arrests
involving 566 charges. City Group won
no less that 87% of all the cases
completed.

Austen-Smith ‘accused’ picketers of
using the chant ‘Racist police’.
Perhaps he could suggesf a different
description for the uniformed thugs
who, on 13 June 1986, throttled a
black picketer to the point where she
had to receive emergency hospital
treatment; or the uniformed thugs who
beat Tunde Forrest on 6 December and
dragged him handcuffed along the
pavement.

Austen-Smith ‘accused’ picketers of
chanting ‘Sexist police'. Perhaps he
could suggest a different description
for the uniformed thugs who habitually
taunt women picketers as ‘lesbians’
and ‘slags’.

The police have sifted through every
obscure and antique statute to find
means of attacking the picket: illegal
street collections; Westminster by-
laws (music near houses); noise pollu-
tion; Commissioner's Directions; the

Metropolitan Police Act 1839 etc.
The RCG does not need to invent
things to prove the racist sexist
character of Metropolitan Police of-
ficers: they provide the evidence
themseives every day.
It Is no surprise that in searching for

mud to throw at both the RCG and City

Group Austen-Smith should seek help
from the AAM. When Austen-Smith
said that City Group was ‘an organisa-
tion too extreme to be kept within the
limits of the anti-apartheid movement’
he was using the weapons provided by
the AAM to attack City Group. The
AAM's sectarian abuse and expulsion
of City Group not only made it easier
for the police to attack the picket, it
also helped the police to defend their
behaviour in court.

In the court Simone found herself
confronted by the police counsel and
the Judge, to say nothing of their
sleeping partner, the AAM. Inside the
court she lost. Outside we know that
Simone’s courageous decision to sue
the police won the sympathy and sup-
port of people throughout Britain: RCG
supporters and City Group supporters
flooded her with cards and flowers;
women from Greenham Common sent
their solidarity; black people with their
own experience of police violence sent
their support and attended the trial in
solidarity; staff from the secondary
school Simone attended sent a letter
of sympathy and support.

Simone is discussing the possibility
of an appeal with her lawyers. The RCG
will continue to defend women picket-
ers against sexist attacks.

‘IMPRISON THATCHER’

Banners proclaiming 'We hate apartheid,

| | so we hate Thatcher’ and ‘Free Mandela,

Free Mothopeng, Imprison Thatcher’
greeted the British Prime Minister when
she arrived in Nigeria carly in January on
her firstever visit to the African continent.
Thatcher returned to Britain claiming to
have ‘won the argument over sanctions’
without anyone in Nigeria recalling a
decisive outcome.

Nevertheless, Thatcher's lightning visit
to Nigeria may well have been preparing
the ground for a visit to South Africa
before long. Thatcher has said that she
will yisit South Africa ‘when the time is
ripe’ —a return visit following Botha's
visit to Britain in 1984, postponed because
of “a little local difficulty’ in South Africa.
Let's hope that the time is very ripe when
she visits and she gets the reception she
deserves,

‘TOP LEVEL' PLOT

January is a popular month for visits to
warmer climates, Thatcher’s chief Euro-
pean ally Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West
Germany sent right-wing Franz Strauss on
a tour of Southern Africa. Strauss opposes
majority rule in South Africa and sanc-
tions. During his trip rumours abounded
that a ‘top level’ conference on Southern
Africa is in the offing. Mrs Thatcher and
PW Botha are both keen on the idea. It is
certain that ‘top level' means that the
views and wishes of the black majority
will not be heard, and that it will be used to
cement the alliance between these arch op-
ponents of democracy, During his visit
Strauss had secret talks with Jonas Savim-
bi, leader of the UNITA bandits in
Angola,

A ‘BOTTOM LEVEL' PLOT

On Sunday 31 January the Observer
reported the AAM is launching a cam-
paign to recruit black people in Britain.
The recruitment drive will be launched on
Mandela’s birthday (a time more suited to
launching a campaign to Release Man-
dela, one would have thought) with a ‘pro-
motional campaign in the ethnic press’.
This dramatic (!) move is a result of an
internal report that black people have a
negative view of the AAM: ‘Much of the
explanation for this poor view of many in
the black and ethnic minority communtics
that the AAM, like most other ‘white’ in-
stitutions [you said it!] is disinterested and
uninvolved in, and ¢ven unsympathetic to,
anti-racist struggles here in Britain. . . °
At the heart of the AAM leaderships
response to this shatteringly correct
criticism is the view that black people are
mistaken (a quick press campaign will
soon put that right!). This is white
patronage. Black people in Britain have
very good reasons for viewing the AAM
as'a ‘white’ institution interested only in
apartheid in South Africa. The AAM is
principally led by the Labour Party and
remnants of the CPGB who have a long
history of racism: David Ennals introduc-
ed the Immigration Act in Britain when
he was a recent ex-president of the AAM
with barely a ripple of protest. More
recently the AAM has shown a disinter-
ested contempt for black struggles in Bri-
tain including attacking black people in
Liverpool who protested against Zola
Budd. It will take more than an ad in
Caribbean Times to convince black people
in Britain that the AAM is anything other
than a ‘white institution’.
Carol Brickley
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PRISONERS FIGHTBACK!

The struggle for
prisoners righ

Shujaa Moshesh contributes to the debate in response to the pro-
gramme issued by the Dumbarton Scottish Prisoners Support Com-
mittee. We urge other prisoners to join the debate.

The programme of demands issued by the
Dumbarton Scoltish Prisoners Support
Committee (FRFI 73) is relevant for the
prison system in the whole of Britain. Un-
doubtedly conditions in Scottish prisons
are harsher than what has to be endured in

Ay R

prisons in England and Wales, which is by
no means & compliment for institutions
south of the border, But the recent prison
rebellions in Barlinnie, Peterhead and
Shotts, and in particular the use of the SAS
to end the Peterhead protest illustrate the

|

Hunger strike in Armley prison

Tony Gamble, 32 of Upton, who has been
on remand in Armley for over 9 months,
went on hunger strike on 15 January in
protest at court delays in setting a trial
date. Tony pleaded guilty to theft charges
last April and has since been locked up in
over-crowded disgusting conditions.

The hunger strike lasted five days dur-
ing which time Tony was admitted to the
prison hospital. Still no date for his trial
has been set.

Death in Dalston police cell

On 26 June 1987 Mr Tunay Hussan, 25,
died after being held in Dalston police sta-
tion. He had been arrested for an alleged
burglary with his girl friend, Ms Seanna
Walsh. He was first taken unconscious 1o
hospital but then returned to custody. A
first post-mortem examination showed
‘numerous bruises and other injurics con-
sistent with having occurred in the course
of a struggle. Bruises to ¢ye, nose and
mouth , . , back and shoulders’ and a half-
inch deep cut to the head possibly caused
by a fist.

A second examination found that death
was caused by the inhalation of vomit due
to a methadone overdose. A forensic
scientist said that the level of methadone in
Tunay's blood was one of the highest he'd
ever seen. Ms Walsh died later from a
suspected drug overdose. Before she died
she taped an interview for a London
Turkish newspaper, Hurriyet, saying how
Tunay had been assaulted in police
custody

Michael Austen-Smith, covering up for
the Commissioner of Police said of the
case, ‘with the benefit of hindsight that
young man was doomed the moment he
kit the hospital’. More like, doomed the
moment the police got their hands on lum
ury found that Tunay Hussan
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dire need for radical changes to be made in
the prison systéem as a whole, What hap-
pencd in Peterhead could casily happen
elsewhere if changes are not implemented.

Twelve years after the introduction of
half-remission in ‘Northern Ireland’,

P

prisoners in the rest of thc United
Kingdom are still waiting for haif-re-
mission to be made available to them.
The message from this blatantly anti-
working class Tory government is: they
can keep on waiting. In fact, not only does
half-remission remain unayailable to
British prisoners but for many the right of
parole had effectively been abolished after
the introduction of the Tories’ ‘no parole’
policy in 1983. Since then the govern-
ments’s deliberate decision to ‘get tough’
with prisoners — (0 appease the Tory rank
and file as well as to present a law and

the steady deterioration in prison
conditions.
Prison  officer brutality against

prisoners is as old as the institution of
prison itself. Predictably, the Home Of-
fice always deny ‘allegations of brutality’
even when it is obvious that staff are
responsible, According to the verdict at his
inquest, Barry Prosser was ‘unlawfully
killed® in Winson Green prison. Several
years later, and despite the trial of three
prison officers charged with causing his
death and who were subsequently found
not guilty, his unlawful killers still can not
be found. Brutality by staff has been one of
the root causes of all the major prison
rebellions in the last twenty years, from
Parkhurst in 1969 up to the recent sieges at
Shotts and Peterhead, Yet the authoritics
continue to spread their lies to deny that
staff brutality, an every day feature of

Hunger strike
in the cages

order image to the public - has resulted in

Two prisoners, John Gallagher and Sammy Ralston are currently on
hunger strike in the Inverness cages. John Gallagher began his
hunger strike on 8 January. He is demanding to be moved out of the
cages and out of solitary confinement. The prison authorities, predic-
tably, have denled that the hunger strike is taking place.

[ GRAHAM JOHNSON |

John Gallagher was moved from Shotts
prison four months ago and used as a
scapegoat for the protest there (see FRFI
72), The Scottish Office gave no reason
for his move to the cages, but it is known
that they were opposed to his charity work
in support of deprived children in
Glasgow.

The prison authorities have organised a
systematic campaign to degrade John
Gallagher and break his spirit. The press
have been all too willing to repeat Scottish

Office lies about him being a
‘troublemaker’ and ‘man of violence'.

His conditions in the cages arc
atrocious. The regime is one of

psychological torture. For visits, five
prison officers bring him into the visiting
room in handcuffs. Also, many letters, in-
cluding letters to the European Court of
Human Rights, have been censored.

FRFI supporters in Scotland are suppor-
tag Joba Gallagher's fight for justice
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prison life particularly in the segregation
units, ever oceurs,

Half-remission and institutionalised
staff brutality are just two of the many
issues that need to be addressed and in-
vestigated. The DSPSC programme ade-
quately covers the major grievances that
prisoners have so the next step is Lo get ix1
implemented. There has long been a need’
for a national prisoners organisation work-
ing within cach establishment. If such an
organisation came into being maybe it
could make the implementation of the
DSPSC programme its primary purpose
for existence. Prisoners in the different,
establishments across Britain could start.
by forming committees to exert pressure:
on the authorities to press for official
recognition  while  retaining  (heir
independence.

Although prisoners, out of necessity,
would be the leading participants in the
proposed organisation a victory cannot be
obtained without outside help. As Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! already plays
a very important role in the struggle of
prisoners, publicising their cases and giv-
ing them much needed support, is it possi-
ble for FREI to act in a co-ordinating
capacity for the proposed organisation (o
push for the implementation of the DSPSC
programme? Other suggestions for the
organisation are eagerly awaited.

Shujaa Moshesh
HMP Blundeston

1 - Main cell door {steel) with spy hole. 2 — Cage door can only be opened by device outside
cell. 3 - Concrete bollard seat. 4 — Metal shelf welded to cage front. 5 — Wooden dais on
floor as bed. 6 — Chamber Pot. 7 - Double-glazed opague window. Cannot be opened. Dif-
ficult to tell whether it's night or day. 8 — Ventilation system, eight quarter-inch stats.

FRFI has received a message
from the Long Lartin Revolu-
tionary Prisoners Nucleus in-
cluding a copy of a notice to
inmates from Long Lartin Gov-
ernor Joe Whitty. We repub-
lish extracts from the mes-
sage and from the notice
below.

Earlier last year we described to FRFI
{see FRF| 66) developments taking
place within Long Lartin, particularly
since Governor Whitty's arrival, that
indicated an imminent clamp-
down ...

Whitty himself, who contemp-
tuously described our letter to FRFI
as 'subversive propaganda’, has
recently warned prisoners that any
resistance to the current clampdown
will resultin even greater deprivation
of rights . .. As if to emphasise the
point he recently organised a spate
of ‘ghostings’., ..

Under Whitty's governorship Long
Lartin is being rapidly turned into
another Albany or Wakefield, both lit-
tle more than huge control units ., . .

We predict that ‘within the next
twelve months Long Lartin will ex-

perience its first ever ‘serious
disturbance'. ..
NOTICE TO INMATES

‘The most immediate change involvesthe
movement of large numbers of inmates
outside of the main building, This is to be
stopped, be it exercise or sportsfield
association. I have been instructed that all
movement i$ to be on an unpredictable
basis. Weekend association as we have
known it in Long Lartin for many years
cannot continue. In its place, periods of
half hour outside exercise will be arrang-
ed. These periods will be for one or two
wings at a time, randomly rostered . . .

‘.. . Because of the extra demands on
staff time in implementing these new ex-
ercise arrangements, there will be no
Canteen, Library, Record Exchange or
CKS on Saturday. Alternative times will
be made available.

* .. . Changes are being imposed in all
dispersal prisons and Tam very aware that
because of the relaxed and full regime at
Long Lartin that the effect will be seen as
more punitive and more severe than at
other establishments.

‘... I anticipate that further changes
will be necessary in the future covering
many activities . . .

*It is not my wish to ‘screw’ the place
down, but this, I am aftaid, is the price
everyone has to pay for the success of the
escape,

‘... Your reaction, as well as mine,
will determine what Long Lartin
becomes. | intend that it does not become
another Albany or Parkhurst,”

Signed: Joe Whitty Governor
Dated: 18 December 1987




The defeat of the hunger
strike in 1981 was a severe
setback for the Republican
Movement. While initially, in
the wake of the heroic
sacrifice of the prisoners,
certain political gains were
made especially on the
electoral front, the last few
years have not seen any
significant political advances
by the revolutionary forces in
Ireland.

The greater emphasis on electoral work
and the decision 1o reject abstentionism in
elections to the Dail has not led to the gains
clearly expected, The work around ‘eco-
nomic and social’ issues has not yet pro-
duced any substantial results. The revolu-
tionary forces in Ireland have been unable
to halt the growing collaboration between
British imperialism and the puppet gov-
ernments in the Twenty Six Counties.
Finally, on the military level, the stale-
mate which has existed for some time be-
tween the IRA and the British and loyalist
security forces remains.

Inevitably in such a period every revolu-

tionary movement is forced to reassess and
rethink its strategy if the impasse is to be
broken. The Republican Movement is no
exception. It is in this context that we
should welcome Questions of History writ-
ten by Irish Republican Prisoners of War
and produced by the Education Depart-
ment of Sinn Fein “for the purpose of pro-
moting political discussion’. Part I has so
far been made available and covers the
period from Wolfe Tone to the Republican
Congress (1934).

The book is a valuable historical docu-
ment  which uses the history of the
Republican strug ggle as a vehicle for rais-
ing crucial political questions. It asks:
whether an ideology based on nationalism
alone without a strong social content is suf-
ficient to win the masses over to the strug-
gle? Which class must Jead the struggle for
national liberation? Can a guerilla army
like the IRA expect to win popular support
for a social programme if it has no organis-
ed political party actively involving itself
in the daily struggle of the oppressed? In a
revolutionary movement should the army
control the party or the party control the
army” Is there a need for a vanguard party
comprising ‘scientifically trained socialist
revolutionaries' to ensure that the nation-
alist working class has the capacity to com-
plete the national struggle? In a situation of
dire poverty badly affecting the unionist
working class, could the working class in
the north become united for long enough to
perceive British imperialism as the ulti-
mate enemy of their real interests?

All these questions arise out of their very
challenging examination of the history of
the Republican struggle. However no
answers are given for the aim of this study
is to provoke real thought and discussion in
the Republican Movement. What, for us.
is very significant about their approach is
the acknowledgement of the centrality and
relevance of the communist standpoint to
the history of their struggle. Marx,
Engels, Connolly, Lenin, are all discussed
and their views on the Irish struggle have
played a crucial role in formulating many
of the questions. Very heartening also is
the considered use of the arguments in fre-
land. the key to the British Revolution in
assessing their history.

B David Reed reviews Questions of History by Irish Republican Prisoners of War il

Questions of
History

While questions are only posed and not
answered, the Irish Republican POWs are
quite clearly trying to direct their move-
ment’s thinking along a certain path. For
them nationalism alone, separate from a
social programme, is not going to win the
allegiance of the masses (p82). Fintan
Lalor's standpoint, for example, in the
Young Ireland Movement (1848) is seen as
‘much more in keeping with the radical
republican tradition’. Lalor saw the land
question at the root of the national question
(p 31). Marx’s analysis of the Irish na-
tional struggle at the time of the Fenian
movement ‘went to the roots of the prob-
lem” and Marx *saw, as Lalor had, the con-
nection between the national and social
struggle’ (p45)*. Marx primarily, and lat-
er Lalor, were influential in forming the

“views of James Connolly, Connolly ar-

gued that national freedom would be use-
less unless accompanied by social change.
His significance in the evolution of the
revolutionary struggle ‘cannot be empha-
sised enough’ (pp59-60).

Which' class leads the national revolu-
tion will determine how far the struggle
develops. The failure of the United Irish-
men (1798) is seen in terms of the lack of a
unity between different classes and creeds
which made up the movement. ‘Protest-
ants who had courted the United Irish
movement clung to the British connection
once their own property was threatened”.
Presbyterian artisans found it impossible
in practice to have a common interest with
Catholics. And Catholics themselves were
divided between rich ‘and poor (pl9).
Daniel O'Connell used the discontent of
the Irish peasantry to win political power
for middle-class Catholics (1829). It did
not free the peasantry “but rather it gained
middle-class Catholics the right to sit in
parliament” (p26). The Home Rule move-
ment (1870-1912) while under Pamnell's
leadership was prepared to use the Land
League (1870) and the ‘social warfare’ of
the peasantry against the Landlords to
achieve its aim, However, it was not con-
cerned with social revolution in Ireland but
rather ‘legislative independence to enable
middle-class Catholics to prosper’. The
Home Rule movement eventually frag-
mented (pp54-7).

Connolly understood that only the work-
ing class could be entrusted with the task of
leading and carrying through the national
revolution as a precondition for its own
emancipation. While he participated in the
Easter Rising (1916) he was “suspicious of
the bourgeois forces he was aligned with'
(p65). To ensure that the interests of the
working class and peasantry would be de-
fended he told the Irish Citizen's Army
shortly before the rising, ‘Inthe event of a
victory hold onto your rifles as those with
whom we are fighting may stop before our
goal is reached, We are out for economic
as well as political liberty’ (p65). Never-
theless, Connolly felt it correct to align the
working class with the ‘most progressive
section of the national bourgeoisie' as part

* Questions of History is wrong to say "the
International Working Mens Association
would not endorse Marx's proposals in
regard to Ireland’ (p.45). It did with very
minor amendments despite opposition
from English trade union leaders on 30
November 1869 (see Documents of the
First International vol 11 1868-1870
pp.191-5). The same was true in Novem-
ber 1867 concerning the Manchester Mar-
tyrs (vol IT pp. 179-180).

of the process of achieving national free-
dom and social revolution.

The Irish POWs suggest that it could
have been the loss of the revolutionary
leadership of 1916, particularly Connolly
and Pearse, which allowed the conserva-
tive republicanism of Griffith and de
Valera to dominate the next stage of the
slruggle until the signing of the Treaty

in 1921. In the period of the First Dail
(19]9/21) they point to many occasions
when the IRA took the side of the landlords
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against the peasantry and rural workers in
the land arbitration courts (p81). The Irish
working class had also lost its revolution-
ary leadership with the murder of Connol-
ly in 1916 and Larkin's departure to
America in 1914, The new opportunist
leadership of O'Brien and Johnson with-
drew the working class movement from
the Irish national struggle concentrating
mainly on economic issues. Questions of
History asks whether this also contributed
to the “future conservatwe nature of much
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1916: Irish Citizen Army parade outside Liberty Hall

Timeless abstractions

Two reviews of Questions of History have
appeared so far in British left news-
papers, Both The Leninist and Workers
Press manage only to use the review as
yet another occasion to repeat their own
well learned prejudices.

The Leninist (Decemher 1987) (caught
up In the entralls of the very reactionary
British Communist Party) tell us that the
authors are ‘unable to assess their own
standpoint objectively, accepting the
fundamental premise of the republican
movement’. What the Irish POWs have
been unable to recognise is that 'lrish
Republicanism since its inception with
Tone until today’ is ‘essentially’ compos-
ed of ‘petty bourgeols revolutionaries’. A
timeless history followed by a timeless
criticism. The Leninist answer to this
timeless problem: ‘confrontation with
petty bourgeois utopias peddied by such
as Adams' and building a revolutionary
vanguard party.

Workers Press’ review runs over
three issues of their paper and is a more

lengthy examination along the same

lines. Their main concern is to defend
Trotsky's historically incorrect position
on the Russian revolution and Easter Ris-
Ing, and take a side-swipe at David Reed
who, here we go, ‘opens the door for a
“stages’” theory that rigidly separates
national unification from the struggle for
socialism as a whole’. (At least they have

the basic integrity, unlike The Leninist,
not to cut short quotes in Questions of
History at the point where they discuss
arguments in lreland: the key to the
British Revolution.)

Their conclusion: the Republican Move-
ment's programme is the 'programme of
Irish nationalism and reformism - not of
revolutionary socialism’. Yet another
timeless prejudice that fails to draw the
fundamental distinction between revolu-
tionary nationalism and reactionary na-
tionalism. Their timeless solution: a revo-
lutlonary vanguard party of the working
class.

The Irish POWs are seeking concrete
answers to the very concrete problem of
completing their national revolution in
Ireland. Hence the detailed analysis of
their own history. Our very ‘erudite’
British revolutionaries ignore that con-
crete historical analysis and offer time-
less abstractions for what are essentially
their own abstract problems. Our sugges-
tion Is first that they examine their own
history in relation to Ireland, and explain
why the British working class has never
made common cause with the Irish since
the days of the Chartist movement. Sec-
ond, they should tell us why, with all their
superior knowledge of revolutionary
strategy, they have never been able to
have any practical influence on this very
concrete British political reality.

republican thought’ (p76). This is the con-
text in which the question of the need for a
revolutionary vanguard party of the work-
ing class is being raised (pp68. 77, 97)

The Irish POWSs are examining their his-
tory to confront some of the important
political questions facing their movement
today. After discussing Connolly’s
sion to participate in the Easter Rmng. and
ally himself ‘with the most progressive
section of the pational bourgeoisie’ they
ask would this approach apply to the SDLP
or Fianna Fail (p66). Surely the answer is
no. First, is it not the case that Connolly
allied the Irish working class to the revolu-
tionary wing of the national movement,
more exactly the revolutionary petty bour-
geoisic and urban intelligentsia and not the
national bourgeoisie as such? Had not the
latter firmly tied its interests to British im-
perialism after the Dublin lockout and at
the beginning of the First Imperialist War?
And second, is it not the case that the last
18 years have conclusively demonstrated
that the SDLP and Fianna Fail represent
bourgeois and petty bourgeois class forces
in Ireland which see their interests firmly
tied to those of British imperialism?

One issue has not been directly raised so
far by Questions of History. While it ac-
knowledges the main theme of Ireland. the
key to the British revolution - unless the
British working class makes common
cause with the Irish people’s struggle for
freedom it will undermine its own struggle
for socialism - it does not assess the
importance for their struggle of a working
class solidarity movement in Britain. This
is surely a crucial question as the Dublin
lockout, the war of independence and the
Civil War demonstrated. Should the Irish
liberation movement therefore take steps
to build links with the most progressive/
revolutionary sections of the British work-
ing class movement in the interests of fur-
thering its own struggle?

Finally. some comments on the Republi-
canCongrcss(l934)and mpamwlar the
statement raised in relation to this in fre-
land: the key to the British revolution:
‘David Reed in analysing this period has
stated: *‘It is quite wrong to see the dispute
between the Republican Congress and the
IRA as one between socialists and militar-
ists'" * (pl154). This was directed at the
British movement as the next sentence o
Ireland. the key to the British revolution
shows:

lL'

“Those who attempt to use the Republ:
can Congress Lo justify their own attach
on the IRA, slander both the Congres:
and the IRA." (IKBR p95)

and was a pointer to the events of 196¢
when all of the British left, immediate!;
after the split in the Republican Move-
ment, took the side of the Officials agains
the Provisionals on the grounds that the
former were socialists and the latter apolit-
ical militarists. The point made by Ques
tions of History, ‘If the IRA leadership wa
revolutionary why did it refuse to commi
itself to a Connolly-style Republic?’,

| very telling (p1355). However our intentior

in this context was to make the point thas
people who call themselves socialists often
turn out (o be opportunists, playing
treacherous role in future struggles. And
those in Ireland who concentrate, if one
sidedly, on the military struggle to defeat
British imperialism can, in some circum-
stances, keep a revolutionary tradition
alive. This is what we believe happened.
Something which needed to be pointed out
to a British movement which has a very
backward position on the national ques-
tion. _

There are many more vital points to
raise and discuss in Questions of Histor
Every socialist must study it and they will
learn valuable lessons for the future. In
particular they will learn how to critically
examine and assess their own history in
relation to Ireland, Part 2 is eagerly
awaited,

All page references, unless otherwise
stated, refer to Questions of History.

To obtain copies of Questions of History
write to Republican Publications, 44
Parnell Square, Dublin 1, Ireland.

Ireland: the key to the British revolution by
David Reed can be obrained from Larkin
Publications, BCM Box 5909, London
WCIN 3XX. £3.95 plus 65p postage and
packing, 450 pp.
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The mass uprising which swept across Palestine in
December 1987 and January 1988 has raised the
Palestinian national liberation struggle to a new and higher
stage. After suffering repeated setbacks in the diaspora-in

. Jordan, in Lebanon and elsewhere in the Arah world-the

Palestinian resistance has re-emerged within Palestine
itself on a firmer footing than ever before to present
Zionism, imperialism and Arab reaction with its most

haunt them.

The uprising is a rebellion of the entire
community, led by the most oppressed -
the poor, the refugees, the workers and
peasants—within the heart of Zionism
itself. “This is where the real war is’ de-
clared an ‘Israeli’ paratroop captain in
Gaza. A sustained, mass popular resist-
ance has come onto the stage, challenging
Zionism directly and determined to fight
until *Israel’ is destroyed. Sixty-five year
old Ali Abbas summed up their position:
‘We will die or we will succeed. We have
no choice. ’

Zionism's and imperialism’s hopes of
subjugating and ‘pacifying’ the Palestinian
population under its rule have been
smashed. The uprising is also a blow to
those reactionary Arab regimes who at last
year's Arab summit dropped the Palestin-
ian question from the top of their political
agenda.

UPRISING AND RESISTANCE

‘What is happening now is a revolution
of all Palestinians —being led by the very
young.' (West Bank Palestinian)

Since 9 December 1987, thousands of Pal-
estinian youth have daily fought ‘Isracli’
soldiers with rocks and petrol bombs. In

almost every town and refugee camp-in '

Nablus and Hebron, in Jenin and Jerusa-
lem, in Gaza City and Jabaliya, in Khan
Younis and ¢l Bureij - blazing barricades
marked the battle lines. In Jerusalem,
protestors burnt down ‘Isracli” banks and
fire-bombed the US copsulate. Stunned by
the youths” fierce determination a Zionist
soldier said he would rather ‘choose to do
2 months in Lebanon instead of 3 weeks in
Gaza’,

While daily street fighting continued in
the West Bank and Gaza, the resistance

M Palestinians chanting anti-israeli slogans nearqabalia refugee camp, Gaza Strip

A
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' intractable challenge yet. Their worst fears have come to

spread to ‘Israel’. On 21 December 1987,
‘Israel's’ 750,000 Palestinians staged an
unprecedented and total general strike
highlighting Zionism's dependence on
cheap Palestinian labour, Then from 11
and 12 January the West Bank and Gaza
was gripped by a solid industrial and
commercial strike.

Zionist repression, far from deterring
the movement, spurred the entire popula-
tion to greater resistance and organisation.
Hitherto inactive villages and arcas joined
in the struggle, as did women, the old,
whole families, shopkeepers, merchants
and traders. This emerging political unity
of the entiré Palestinian population, under
the leadership of the most oppressed,
whether in the West Bank. Gaza Strip or
“Israel’, is terrifying the Zionists.

ZIONIST REPRESSION AND
BARBARISM

*Consciously or unconsciously they (the
youth) are engaged in a first serious and
mass attempt to take control away from
the Israeli police, They will lose this
battle. . . But this is not the last gasp of a
dying movement. It is the opening battle
inanew movement . . .’

Christian Science Monitor

In a futile effort to destroy this new
movement, the ‘Israeli’ government de-
ployed its entire repressive arsenal, The
number of Israeli troops in the occupied
territories was increased three-fold. At
least 76 people have been killed by gunshot
and tear-gas, and 500 wounded. Over
2000 alleged organisers and ‘mnciters’
have been arrested and detained in
freczing makeshift concentration camps.
Brought to court, blindfolded and hand-
cuffed, hundreds have been processed

In February 1947, the British Labour
Government placed the fate of the Palesti-
nian people in the hands of the United
Nations. The UN set up two committees,
one including the USA and USSR recom-
mended partition, the other, composed
mainly of Muslim states, recommended a
unitary Palestinian state with safeguards
for minorities.

The Zionist state was formed on 14
May 1948 and given 54 % of the land even
though they constituted no more than
35 % of Palestine’s population. The Zion-
ists were not content with the territory
allocated to them, nor did they want the

Terrorism-foundation of the Zioni

area’s 500,000 Palestinians. They elabor-
ated Plan Dalet (D) to enlarge the Zionist
state and expel its Palestinian popula-
tion.The methods they used matched
those of the Nazis.

750,000 Palestinians were driven from
their homes by the ‘Israeli' army and its
unofficial terrorist allies, the Irgun and
Stern Gang. On 9 April 1948, terrorist
killers from Irgun led by Menachem
Begin (future Prime Minister) attacked
the village of Deir Yassin and massacred
250 defenceless men, women and chil-
dren. A witness, Red Cross Dr de Reyn-
ier, said: ‘All I could think of was the SS

troops I had seen in Athens'. Begin sent
his troops a message: ‘Accept congratula-
tions on this splendid act of conquest.
Deir Yassin was no isolated incident. In
the village of Safsaf, 70 men were blind-
folded and shot dead. In Elabun, Zionist
commanders lined the inhabitants in the
village square, shouted “You want to
make war, here you have it!" as his ter-
rorists gunned down 13 people.

In Safed, while there were no mass-
acres, captured prisoners were tortured to
death. A Zionist witness recalls how she
saw an intelligence officer *beat these [10]
wounded men with a hoe until they bled to
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before tribunals which sentenced one
youth to 8 months in prison for throwing a
stone ata car. Over 130 activists have been
interned for six months without trial under
British Mandate laws. On 13 January four
Palestinians, in the first step of proposed
mass deportations, were dumped into Leb-
anon.

The repression is directed against the
entire Palestinian population. Kitty War-
nock of War on Want reports ‘Isracli’
troops snatching patients from Shifa
Hospital and returning them 8 hours later,
onc with a broken leg, another with a
broken arm and others with broken ribs, In
the same hospital ‘Israeli’ troops smashed
into the intensive care unit and dragged out
apatient saying ‘now you really will have a
heart condition’, Three pregnant women
suffered miscarriages after their homes
were tear-gassed. On 15 January, firing
tear gas, ‘Israeli’ police stormed the
Muslim world’s holiest sites, the Al Agsa
and Dome of the Rock mosques.

Thirteen of the occupied territories’ 28
refugec camps have been subjected to a
virtual 24-hour curfew and military siege.
In demonstrations of Zionist ‘democracy’
and ‘humanity' ‘Israeli’ soldiers trampled
and destroyed food deliveries to show “that
the curfews will not be broken.”

Despite the Nazi ferocity of the repres-
sion, the will of the Palestinians has not
been broken. A leaflet issued in the West
Bank defiantly declared:

‘May the earth burn beneath the feet of
the occupiers and let the whole world
know that the volcano ignited by the
Palestinian people will not be extin-
guished until we have acccomplished an
independent Palestinian state  with
Jerusalem as its capital.”

Though the uprising was not directly led
by the Palestine Liberation Organisation
(PLO), its militants have played a leading
role in sustaining the struggle. PLO radio
broadcasts beamed into Palestine are sup-
plying activists with names and addresses
of collaborators. Shops opened in defiance
of commercial strikes are being targeted
for retribution.

IMPERIALISM ‘CRITICISES’
ZIONISM IN ORDER TO
BETTER SUPPORT IT

The uprising has fatally weakened the poi-
itical standing of the collaborationist bour-
geoisie in Palestine and the Arab world as

whole. It has inspired mass popular dem-
onstrations in pro-imperialist Egypt and
Jordan which have only been contained by
riot police, tear-gas and mass detentions.
In Lebanon the uprising forced Syria to lift
its three year sicge on Palestinian refugee
camps. The vanguard role of the Palesti-
nian liberation movement is inspiring
millions of oppressed in the region to
challenge imperialism, Zionism and Arab
reaction,

Savage ‘Isracli’ repression only ac-
celerates this process and threatens to
undermine stability in the entire region.

A US State Department Official com-
menting on ‘Isracli’ repressive tactics
said:

‘It would make heroes of the most

radical elements within the Palestinian

community.’

David Mellor, British Foreign Office,
whose clash with the Zionist authorities
was much publicised, cxpressed his con-
cern in Parliament that the ‘effect of this is
to brutalise the situation in a way that
builds up more problems.’

But ‘critical’ words cost little. On the
real issue of money and arms nothing has
changed. A week after voting against
‘Israel’ ina UN vote criticising the propos-
ed deportation of 4 Palestinians, the US
abstained on the vote comdemning the ac-
tual deportations. In the same week, Presi-
dent Reagan signed a S2bn debt relief pro-
vision for ‘Isracl’ and agreed to finance
80% of a $130m Zionist new military pro-
ject. Despite its ‘criticisms’, Secretary of
State George Shultz affirmed that:

*The US regards its friendship and the
strength of its relationship with “Israel’
as a key and unbreakable relationship.’

These are ‘Israel’s’ critics! Small wonder
that the Zionists respond with the calcu-
lated scorn of a clicnt that knows its worth
to imperialism. The US provides ‘Israel’
with $4.5bn & year in order to sccure its
counter-revolutionary services to imperi-
alism in the region and internationally. No
move will be contemplated to cut this.

DEATH TO ZIONISM!

Imperialist ‘criticism’® is no more than
‘brotherly’ advice to moderate repression
lest it lead to dn even mightiér revolu-
tionary conflagration threatenuing to des-
1r0y its interests in the region, The upris-
ing isa warning that the future of Palestine
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and the region will not be determined by
collaborators working for a sell-out *poli-
tical settlement’ which will leave the
Zionist entity intact,
The racist Zionist state cannot be
reformed. The uprisings have shown again
its vicious and reactionary character.
Defence Minister Rabin declared:

‘Even if we are compelled to use
massive force under no circumstances
will we allow [the] events to repeat
themselves.”

Heeding imperialist ‘advice’ he recom-
mended ‘beatings’ instead of shooting to
control the uprising. Ina sickening display
of Zionist sadism, ‘Israeli’ troops went on
a rampage smashing bones, hands, legs
and knees. Over 300 have suffered injuries
which doctors claim to be more serious
than many bullet wounds. Cabinet
Minister Sharon, the butcher of Beirut
1982, has called for the withdrawal of
voting rights from Palestinians living in
*Israel’. And the President of the Chamber
of Commerce, claiming they were ‘poten-
tial saboteurs’, demanded the replacement
of 150,000 Palestinian migrant labourers
with Portuguese ones.

The magnitude of racism and fascism,
spawned by imperialism which ensures a
relatively privileged existence for ‘Is-
racl’s” Jewish citizens, was revealed in
a Newsweek poll: 86% thought ‘Israeli’
handling of the risings about right or too
lenient; 81% thought it right to deport
Palestinians: 60% thought it right to con-
sider mass deportations if the risings con-
tinuc; 80% thought that if Palestinians
ever became a majority in Palestine they
should live under military occupation with
second class citizenship.

A regime based on such vicious oppres-
sion and racism has only one destiny -
destruction. This is what the uprisings
have heralded. The bell has begun to toll
for the Zionist regime and all that it
represents.




t state

leath.’ It was methods such as these that
orced the majority of the Palestinians to
lee their country. UN Mediator Count
Bernadotte, who supported the fight of
Palestinians to return to their hores, was
assassinated by the Stern Gang.

Having enlarged their territory, the Zi-
anists stole the land, homes and belong-
mgs of the expelled Palestinian popu-
ation to build their racist state. Yet on 11
May 1949, the UN passed Resolution 273
‘Noting that, in the judgment of the Sec-
arity Council, Israel is a peace loving state
.. The General Assembly...admit Is-

aeltomembershipofthe United Nations.'

STATISTICS OF
OPPRESSION AND
DISCRIMINATION

There are 1.5 million Palestinians in
the occupied territories: 1,000,000 in
the West Bank and 550000 in the Gaza
Strip.
® Since the occupation in 1967, the
Zionists have confiscated 55% of the
land in the West Bank and 40% in the
. Gaza Strip.
® 70,000-Zionists have built 118 strat-
egically placed military/colonial settle-
ments on the most fertile land.
® Water (o irrigate the land is a scarce
commodity on the West Bank. Since
1967, Palestinians have been allowed to
drill only two new wells. The settlers
who form only 2% of the population
drilled 17 wells and consume 30% of
the area’s water.
@ Palestinian unemployment is 35%
and daily 150,000 travel to ‘Israel’ for
work. They cannot live there, receive
one third to a half of ‘Isracli’ wages, pay
full taxes but don't receive any benefits.
@ Palestinian farmers must pay 15%
VAT on their crops while subsidised
‘Israeli’ commodities flood their
markets,
@ The per capita gross national pro-
duct in the occupied territories is one
quarter of ‘Isracl’s’
® Since the 1967 occupation
MW 250000 Palestinians have passed
through Zionist jails.
W 2000 trade unionists and activists
have been deported.
B 20,000 homes have been destroyed
in ‘collective punishments’,

APARTHEID IN “ISRAEL

® There are 750000 Palestinians liv-
ing in ‘Israel’ forming 17% of the total
population.

@ Since the formation of ‘Israel’, 80%
of Palestinian land has been con-
fiscated. 92% of land is for Jews only.
® Only two Palestinian towns have
sewage systems. Not a single Jewish
town is without one.

® Operating budgets for Palestinian
towns are 8-25% of those for Jewish
ones.

@ InJerusalem there are only four mo-
ther and child care clinics in the Pales-
tinian sector, The Jewish sector has 28.
@ Since 1967, 26000 new homes have
been built in Jerusalem for its Jewish
citizens, only 450 for Palestinians.
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MEDICAL AID
FOR PALESTINE

IHealthcare worker Sue Wighton and orthopaedic surgeon Dr Swee Chai Ang of
‘Medical Aid for Palestine talked to FRF! in January. Sue Wighton worked in the
West bank from July 1984 to January 1985.

*The healthcare structures were appalling.  sion and occupation. Ultimately they are
the Palestinians had nothing. There was - fighting for a Palestinian state.” Dr Swee
one midwife who visited from Nablus Chai Ang added: '‘They want people to
once a fortnight. One ambulance to  think that stone-throwing is a violent
200,000 people. No aceess to hospital. demonstration. The real violence is that

‘The situation in the Gaza has been inflicted on the people who have suffered
described as apartheid by an Israeli doc-  forso long.’
tor. Gaza has the highest infant mortality Dr Swee Chai Ang talked about Medical
in the area at 70:1,000. It has the highest  Aid for Palestine which was founded dur-
level of blindness and water-related ing the 1982 Zionist invasion of Leban-
disease. During the uprising they closed on-‘so that medical help could reach
the Jerusalem hospital. On 17 December  those suffering in the camps as well as the
Shifa hospital was teargassed threetimes.”  Lebanese people who have not seen peace

Sue Wighton explained that there has  for 13 years,
always been resistance in the occupied ter- "We sent money and equipment into
ritories. ‘Every year there are demonstra-  Lebanon. In 1985 Sabra and Chatilla were
tions. Last year there were protests forten  attacked again. Some of us decided to
days from 8 January onwards against the  return to help the people as medical
continual besicgement of the camps in the  volunteers. Sixty have gone since 1985,
Lebanon, We urgently need money, equipment,
‘When I was there [1984/85] students died  skilled medical workers and also volun-
in ambulances held up at Isracli road- (eers with administrative and educational
blocks. Now medical facilities are closed  skills.”
down, ambulances and drivers are
impounded.’

She also talked about the current upris-
ing. ‘People resort to martyrdom when
there is nooption. They know what they 're
doing. Theyve known nothing but repres-

Donations should be sent to MAP, 28 En-
ford Street, London W1, If you are donat-
ing equipment please check before hand
that it is appropriate

sb!d:er armed with tear gas

e

, reas from Palestinian y&dth'hia}éhmg 'fro}n.
Nuseirat to el Bureij refugee camps in the Gaza Strip
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Partners in crime:

‘Israel and South Afric:

‘While it is impossible to place an ac
curate figure on the true total volume jo
trade between the two countries], it &
probable that when all trade is taken inu
account Isracl may be South Africa’
biggest trading partner’, James Adams
The Unnatural Allies; Israel and Sou
Africa.

® South Africa is Israel’s major weapon

customer; estimated at 35% of all sale
between 1970-1979; defying the 1963 an

1977 UN arms embargo on South Africa
® ISracl buys S0% of its diamonds fron
South Africa. Sales of polished diamond
earned Israel $1 billion in 1983 alone.

® Israeli companies maintain extensiv
investments in South Africa; these includs
Afitra and Koors, both owned by th
Histadrut ‘trade union’ organisation.

@ South African companies ship raw ane
semi-finished materials to Israel, when
‘local content” and ‘Made in Israel’ label
are added, so gaining preferential access t
USA and EEC markets, and avoidin,
sanctions.

® South African Prime Minister Vorste
visited Israel in 1976 and signed an agree
ment on the exchange of arms and advice 1
conventional weapons, nuclear researc
and counter-insurgency.

® [Israel supplies South Africa with Kni
and Mirage planes, gunboats, missiles
howitzers, radar equipment etc.

® The two countries collaborate in th
production of Scorpion military heli
copters.

® Isracl’s intelligence outfit Mossad ha
been permanently stationed in South Af
rica since 1976,

® The then Israeli Defence Ministe
Sharon spent 1 days in 1981 on patrol wit
South African troops along Namibia
border with Angola.

® Isracli agents have assisted UNIT!
since 1975.

® [srael Aircraft Industries built an elec
trified fence between Angola and Namibs
to prevent SWAPO infiltration.

® An atomic explosion was reported &
the South Atlantic in 1979, and accredite:
10 a joint Israeli-South African project.

® Israeli officers and weapons have bee:
deployed in defence of imperialist intérest
in Chile, Nicaragua under Somoza. E
Salvador, Guatemala. Honduras, Haiu
Uganda, Kenya, Mozambique, Sri Lank
etc., often in conjunction with Sout
African support.,

Source: Covert Action Information Bulletin

‘A great colonising agency’

The apartheid character of the Zionist
regime is clearly revealed in its trade
unions; on the one hand Palestinian
trade unionists are subjected to dis-
crimination, harassment, deportation
and death; on the other hand Histadrut,
the Zionist trade union organisation,
enjoys the full support of the Israeli
State,

From 1967 to 1979 all trade unions
in the occupied territories were bann-
ed. Even after the ban was lifted elec-
tions to trade union leaderships were
banned.

From 1969 to 1982 at least 50 lead-
ing Palestinian trade unionists were
deported, The 36 Palestinian trade
unions in the occupied territories are
not recognised by the government,
employers or Histadrut.

Histadrut, by contrast, is an active
accomplice of the Zionist regime.
Founded in 1920 it refused to allow
Palestinians to join until 1966. Then it
set up a special, apartheid-style ‘Arab’
department led by a Zionist official,
Jacov Cohen. In 1980 this was replac-
ed by an ‘integration’ department led
by the same Jacov Cohen,

Histadrut controls a massive in-
dustrial empire employing almost 25 %
of the Israeli workforce. It is Zion-
ism’s second largest employer.

Through its construction company,
Sole! Boneh, Histadrut builds Zionist
military fortifications and settiements
in the occupied territories, the Golan

Heights and occupied southern Leb-
anon.

Through Koor Industries Ltd, His-
tadrut manufactures chemicals, con-
sumer goods, steel, cement, glass and
military equipment. Israel is one of the
world's leading arms dealers. Hista-
drut controls almost one quarter of that
trade. It supplies military dictatorships
throughout the world.

Koor has an office and a permanent
representative in South Africa. In 1971
its subsidiary, Tadiran, licensed the
apartheid company, CF Fuchs, to pro-
duce sophisticated electronic equip-
ment bypassing the UN embargo.

Koor’'s steel subsidiary, Iskoor, is
51% owned by Koor and 49% owned
by the South African Steel Corpora-
tion.

Histadrut, aptly described by Golda
Meir as ‘a great colonising agency’, i
aracist organisation equivalent to trade
unions in Nazi Germany. Yet it enjoys
fraternal links with the British TUC

This is no surprise. The British Lab-
our and trade union leadership have
always supported Zionist Israel. In
1984 Neil Kinnock, a membes
Labour Friends of Israel, declared

the Isracli Labour Party can rely
on support from me and my party
Everything must be done, he

to show that we contest those

whose history is one of refusal 1o ach
nowledge 1¢ permanence of the
State of Israe
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INTERNATIONAL

BURKINA

FASO COUP:
Major
Setback to
Revolution

When a corrupt, pro-imperialist
regime was overthrown in the
former French colony of Upper
Yoita on 4 August 1983, it soon
became clear that this was no
mere palace coup. The group of
junior army officers led by Thomas
Sankara established a National
Council of the Revolution (CNR)
which, having changed the name
of the country to Burkina Faso ~
‘Land of Dignity’ - launched prog-
rammes of land reform, education,
health care and popular power,
prganised through Committees for
the Defence of the Revolution.

French and US imperialism, and their
bocal puppets, were alarmed by Burkina
Faso’s entry on the road of socialist
gevelopment. Financial and political
pressures culminated in a full scale inva-
gon of the country by forces from
seighbouring Mali in December 1985. It
was a fiasco.
- On 15 October 1987, Sanlwawasover-
hvwn and killed in a military coup, and
sower seized by a 15 October Popular
Front (FP - 15) hcaded by.a former
Sankara aide, Blase Compaore
- Compaore blames Sankara for ordenng
he arrest of a prominent trade union of-
; Sankara's supporters allege that the
#ﬁcml in question had been putting his
ectional interests above those of the
evolution as a whole, by pressing ex-
sessive wage demands, Compaore claims
hat Sankara was plotting to murder most
of the leadership of the revolution. The
sharge is identical to that made, equally
sithout foundation, by some supporters of
Bernard Coard to justify the overthrow
ind murder of Maurice Bishop in Grenada
» 1983. Several of Sankara's ministers
wave been arrested, including leaders of

e Union of Communist Struggle -
Reconstructed.
Compaore's supporters have also

gescribed Sankara's active solidarity ‘with
Be anti-apartheid struggle as a diversion
lrom the needs of the Burkinabe people.
The CNR was an outspoken supporter of
Be struggle of the Kanak people of New
Caledonia, and helped to get their case put
w the agenda of the UN General
Assembly. By the time it came to a vote, a
ew weeks after the coup, the FP-15
selegate abstained. This was an insult to
Be Burkinabe people who identify with
e struggle against French imperialism.

The people are clearly unhappy with the
pew regime. Many wreaths have been
jent (o Sankara’s grave with the words
Thomas Sankara cannot be murdered by
saitors’, and ‘the people will never forget
pou”. The FP-15 has forbidden a funeral to
e beld for Sankara, lest it turn into a
Ssplay of mass opposition to the coup; by
watrast, a demonstration of support for
*P-15 had to be cancelled because hardly
myone turned up.

Condemnations of the coup came from
wba, Nicaragua and Ghana. The first
ssement of support came from the
‘sench puppet regime in Togo. Sankara’s
jeath is considered a great loss by pro-
messives throughout the region.

Despite the criminal manner in which it
e %0 power and its rightward shift on
e struggle in South Africa and New
“aledonia, the FP-15 says it remains com-
pazed to the programmes of the revolu-
pm. I so, it clearly needs reconciliation
g Sankara’s supporters: the vast maj-
iy of the people of Burkina Faso.

Mike Webber

Sandinistas’ final

On 28 January, the Sandinistas sat down to direct negotiations with
the Contras in Costa Rica. This followed what will surely be the final
concessions the Sandinistas can make to keep the Peace Plan alive.
On 15 January, President Ortega announced the lifting of the State of
Emergency, direct talks with the Contras and a general amnesty for
Contra prisoners and even for former Somoza Natlonal Guards, pro-
vided another country will take them.

These moves were made in an effort to win
US (the Demecrats) and European social
democracy against Reagan's threat to re-
quest $270 million aid for the Contras. At
least in the short term they have wrong
footed the US government: Reagan will
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ask Congress for $36.25 million, with the
military allocation held in reserve until 31
March, Reagan has no intention of aban-
doning the attempt w destroy the revolu-
tion, Al Reagan’s behest the Contras will
demand a share of power and place im-
possible demands on the Sandinistas in an

attempt to isolate the Nicaraguan govern-
ment from its Central American counter-
parts and the US Democrats. In a crude
example of extortion, Reagan’s new Na-
tional Security Adviser, Lt. General
Powell, warned the Central American

presidents that if the Contras collapsed

through lack of funding, they themselves
could expect to be struck off Washington’s
aid list: a sure threat of coups. They too
can be expected to make unmeetable
demands of the Sandinistas, while
themselves doing nothing to implement
the Peace Plan.

In his New Year message, President
Ortega gave details of the enormous strain
the US proxy war and weakness of the
anti-imperialist movement in the capitalist
heartlands is putting the revolution under.
5100 civilians were killed, wounded or
captured by Contras in 1987, four times
the 1986 total, 1732 Sandinista soldiers
were killed, compared to 1019 in 1986,
‘Damage caused by direct impact of the
war totalled $376.7 million, while our ex-
ports totalled $260 million." Four out of
every ten men of working age are engaged
in fighting: this in a country whose entire
population matches that of the single US
city of Chicago: 3 million!

After January's concessions, President
Ortega vowed that if the US approved any
more Contra aid the Sandinistas would
‘take the necessary measures’ to defend

offer to Contras

the revolution. Police under the command
of Tomas Borge, Interior Minister and the
most experienced Sandinista leader, have
arrested opposition figures who returned
from meeting Contras and US advisors in
Guatemala. They were planning an inter-
nal front for the Contras. Sandinista sup-
porters have demonstrated at gatherings of
relatives of Contra prisoners. The
Nicaraguan Union Coordinating Commit-
tee, revolutionary trade unions, called in
November for the military mobilisation
and socialisation of production to be step-
ped up. There have been mass protests by

Workers demonstrate against the amnesty. given to right wing opponents of the government.
‘Sandinista workers against Reagan’s

POPPERFOTO

pressure and the concessions forced upon
the revolution. They are making it clear
that any Congressional vote for further
Contra aid, any new mobilisation by the
counter-revolution, will be the signal for
the revolution to Jaunch an all-out counter-
attack,

Trevor Rayne/Andy Pacey

Cartoon taken from Roger Sanchez,
Nicaragua's Leading Political Cartoonist,
published by Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign
price £2.95,

Thatcher bolsters

reactionary regime

Mrs Thatcher's visit to Kenya in early January was designed to
bolster the increasingly isolated repressive and corrupt government
of President Daniel arap Moi. Prior to the visit Britain wrote-off
outstanding debts of £70 million and offered a further £20 million
credits. Under Mol the Kenyan government has become one of im-
perialism’s most reliable servants in Africa. Strategically situated on
the Indian Ocean, Mol provides the US and British military access to
Kenya's port and airport in Mombasa and airports in Nairobi and
Nanyuki. While hypocritically condemning apartheid, Moi maintains
trade, air and intelligence links with South Africa.

Kenya, a one time British colony, is
dependent on imperialist ‘aid’, credit and
investment. 180 multinationals continue to
exploit and plunder Kenya’'s wealth and its
foreign debt stands at £2bn. As a result
more than 1 million peasants are landless,
1 million out of a total workforce of 7
million are unemployed, 30% of the peo-
ple live below the poverty line and in the
first half of the 80s, real average wages fell
23%.

For the masses, hunger, poverty,
disease and suffering prevail. Meanwhile,
the neo-colonial bourgeoisie grows rich
through serving the imperialists and cor-
ruption, so massive that the IMF felt com-
pelled to express its concern. Moi's per-
sonal wealth is assessed at £500,000.
Others have made fortunes running
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brothels and casinos to serve imperialist
troops visiting Kenya.

To sustain this regime Moi has resorted
to blanket repression - banning all
political opposition, using torture,
political jailings, rigged trials and disap-
pearances. Last year Amnesty Interna-
tional dénounced Moi’s regime for
massive use ‘of torture. Nevertheless,
when Thatcher met Moi she congratulated
him for his *strong and decisive leadership
within a constitutional framework' and
went on to express admiration for his
policies “which recognise the worth of in-
dividual cffort...and an economy in
which private ownership and private in-
dustry have been encouraged.* Despite in-

Thatcher's ally: President Daniel arap Mo

ternational criticism Thatcher will do
nothing to upset this regime which so
slzvishly follows the path of its imperialist
master. A reactionary and pro-imperialist
ally such as Moi is too valuable for That-
cher when she is so isolated in Africaas a
result of her support for apartheid.

Thatcherin Kenya

The Kenyan masses are not bowing
silently, Peasants, workers and students
across the country last year mounted
demonstrations demanding elementary
democratic rights. Most importantly,
Mwakenya, an underground anti-
imperialist movement is thriving and
preparing to challenge the entire neo-
colonial Kenyan ruling class. Abroad, Ke-
nyandemocrats last year founded UMOJA
(United Movement for Democracy in
Kenya) to further isolate the Moi regime.
While today Thatcher praises Moi, im-
perialism will one day have to reckon with
revolutionary forces who are reviving the
great anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist
traditions of the Mau Mau.
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Drive to fascism

and chaos in
Sri Lanka

On its 40th birthday, 4 February, the Sri Lankan state
is staggering like a dying man: torn, and dependent on
transfusions of Indian blood.

The chairman of the ruling United
National Party (UNP) was killed
on 23 December. Police said that
265 UNP officials and supporters
had been slain since the 29 July
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement. In
January Finance Minister Ronnie
de Mel resigned, saying that Sri
Lanka was no longer a democracy
and he could understand why youth
resorted (o violence. Meanwhile,
on BBC’s ‘Panorama’, India’s
Chief of Staff in Sri Lanka warned
that “Indian Army morale is now at
risk." After four months of gue-
rilla struggle the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam's (LTTE) com-
manders are still at large and mass
popular struggle continues.
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DE MEL'S RESIGNATION

Unlike Prime Minister Premadasa
and National Security Minister
Athulathmudali, who boycotted
the signing ceremony, Ronnie de
Mel was a strong advocate of the
July agreement, His departure
from the cabinet emphasises the
crisis within the Sinhalese ruling
class and Jayewardene's drive
towards facism.

De Mel had been secking loans
from the IMF and World Bank for
development programmes in Tam-
il areas. These programmes were
unacceptable to the Sinhalese
chauvinists.

De Mel’s criticisms of the
Jayewardene regime carry all the
more weight when it is he who, as
‘the world’s longest serving fin-
ance minister (he had held the post
since 1977)" (The Economist ) has
been critical in organising the
loans that have been Sri Lanka’s
life-blood. He gives the lie to the
Thatcher government's claim that
Sri Lanka is a democracy, and a
safe place for Vira) Mendis.

He gave three reasons for his
resignation, Sri Lanka had not
been a democracy since the current
parliament extended its life by
referendum in 1982, making it the
cleventh year since a proper elec-
tion. Secondly, the government
has no moral claim to power if
elections were not held this year:

tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam
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none are scheduled. Thirdly, de
Mel called for the JVP Sinhalese
guerilla group to be unbanned and
for its incorporation into the legal
political process. He also demand-
ed the reform of the electoral
system which is biased against
minority party representation in
parliament.

De Mel said that the war against
the LTTE had brought the econ-
omy ‘to the brink of ruin’, and that
there was no military solution to
the problem.

Jayewardene opposes any form
of reconciliation with the Tamils,
and is mounting open repression

against the JVP and other oppon-
ents. He recently announced the
formation of the 20,000 strong
Green Tigers, (a militia drawn
from the Special Task Force that
previously terrorised Tamils and is
trained by Mossad and ex-SAS of-
ficers) to protect UNP ministers
and officials and to hunt down and
kill JVP youth - a death squad. On
24 January 890 Tamils and 1,154
Sinhalese were arrested without
charge under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. ‘Disappearances’
are reported.

Faced with violent internal op-
position, economic crisis and the
presence of the Indian occupation
force, the Sinhalese ruling class is
trying to strengthen its position
with repression. De Mel needed to
project a stable future for Sri
Lanka, and a viable Agreement if
he was to win loans. His position
was untenable,

INDIA FLOUNDERING

The results of what it boasts as the
single largest post-1945 airborne
operation are far from what the In-
dian government intended when it
launched its October assault, The
Tigers are not militarily defeated,
they have not lost their support from
the oppressed within the Tamil com-
munities, and no alternative Tamil
leadership has been constructed -
all necessary if Indian troops are to

ple. Food queues for Indian Army

be withdrawn without loss of face.

The longer they remain the more

Sinhalese chauvinism is aggrava-
ted, the weaker the Sri Lankan
state becomes, the greater the hat-
red for them among the Tamil
people.

Behind the news cordon the
50,000 strong Indian Peace Keep-
ing Force (IPKF) is inflicting terr-
ible suffering upon the Tamil peo-
ple. LTTE figures for 10 October
to 9 January give over 2,000 Tamil
civilians killed, 600 girls raped and
168 LTTE fighters killed in action.
Indian estimates of refugees run
from 450,000 to 600,000,

A dusk to dawn curfew in the
Jaffna region results in Tamil
fisherman being shot dead as
‘arms smugglers'. Hunger is used
to break the will of the Jaffna peo-

rations have been fired upon by In-
dian troops. IPKF camps occupy
almost every Tamil village, road
blocks litter the major routes,
helicopter gunships and low flying
aircraft fill the skies. This repres-
sion has discredited those smaller
groups, PLOTE, Tri-Star etc,(see
FRFI 71) that sought power in
alliance with the Indian forces.
The bourgeois-led TULF has been
forced to reject the Indian offer of
taking over administrative func-
tions for fear of themselves being
rejected by the Tamil population.

The Tigers are combining mass
civil disobedience campaigns
against the Indian and Sri Lankan
imposed administrative and judi-
cial machinery with guerilla ac-
tion, They seek a peaceful settle-
ment with the Indian government,
and their strategy is directed at for-
cing Gandhi to negotiate. Current-
ly, their activities are concentrated
in the east: it is precisely ‘this
region which is most heavily settl-
ed by Sinhalesc colonisers, and
where the battle for a united Tamil
state will be fought,

On 19 January the LTTE dis-
played their audacity and strength
when ten guerillas forced their
way into Batticaloa’s prison and
released 54 inmates. The Econom-
ist commented, ‘the psychological
damage has been done.': India’s
publicity bubble burst to reveal the
Tigers' power still intact.

Sanctuary

FRFI interviews
Rajwinder Singh'’s family

On Saturday 6 February Rajwinder Singh will have spent
one year in sanctuary In the Guru Nanak Sikh Temple In
Bradford. He is ‘a prisoner of the Home Office’ who want
to deport him to India. Rajwinder is a 30 year old Sikh who
is mentally and physically disabled and suffers from epi-
lepsy. Evidence from two consultant psychiatrists shows

that he Is dependent on his family for his well-being.

When he was separated from them, before coming to
England, his condition had seriously worsened. Auriel

French spoke to Rajwinder’s father and mother Gurdev
and Balbir, and his brother and sister-in-law Kulwant and

Ravinder Kaur.

How is Rajwinder after a year in
sanctuary?

Gurdev  He is alright now. Be-
fore, when he was at home, we
were worried because immigration
officers came here and made it
their everyday's business to harass
the family. Often Rajwinder
couldn’t sleep at night. Now he
prays and spends hours looking out
of the window at the trains passing.
It is very cold in the hall where he

stands. I'm thinking of buying him’

a train set to have in his room.
Every night and day now, at least,
all of the family is together, If Raj-
winder goes back the family will be
divided.

On 7 January this year the Home
Office came to see you, What were
their proposals?

Balbir and Gurdev  'This time they
were offering return fares to Raj-
winder and one member of the
family to go to India with him.
Before they were not giving re-
turns! But even then, we are not

@ Viraj showed that
weapon to us, you
know, how and what
to do. And we will
support Viraj in any
possible way we
can. We want him
towin. 9
ready to go back because we know
if he goes back they won't allow
him to come over again. We all

work. Anyone of us who goes with
"him would have to leave their job.

What are your views on the gov-
croment's immigration laws?
‘Gurdev ‘The laws are racist. Due
to the problems I had myself with
my passport [ know. They didn’t
believe Rajwinder is a handicap-
ped boy. They said ‘He is telling
lies'. Even though he cannot do
anything - everything which he
does we do for him - they just say
‘heis aliar’. There are many cases
I know of ~Indian and Kenyan
people - women with babies and
old people being sent back even
though their families can care for
jthem here. It is always black peo-
‘ple and especially the poorest peo-
ple who suffer most,

Kulwant After they'd allowed
me to come over they sent me to a
mental hospital for a check up.
Gurdev They didn’t send Raj-
winder to that hospital because
they knew he was like a 13 year old
boy.

Kufwant The British say they are
Christian, If Jesus Christ came
over here they wouldn't allow him
to cross from Heathrow. They’'d
say “Oh, he can’t come over here’.
Gurdev and Balbir There were
two police raids before he went in-
to sanctuary and both times there
were 8 or 9 palice and immigration
officers just for Rajwinder, The
first time they came at about
2.30pm. They asked us about Raj-
winder. We told them he was not at
home and had gone out with a
friend. So he was lucky that time,
They searched every corner of the
house. even behind the television.

After that, sometimes they'd
stop their car outside, watching
everybody, you know, who's com-
ing in, who's going out.

The next day everyone was at
work and Ravinder was at home,
At 9.15am or 9 o'clock they came
outside and knocked at the door.
Ravinder Kaur 1said nobody was
at home, 1 am alone here. The
police officer said he would break
the door if I didn't open. I was very
frightened at that time and opened
the door.

Gurdev Again they scarched
every corner of the house and even
went in the loft.

Have you been harassed by the
police since then?

Gurdev Once last year in Sepl-
ember, one police officer and one
immigration officer came to ask a

Rajwinder (left) and his brother Kulwant

few questions. I told my solici
who wrote to the police chief
after that nobody came.

How long do you think Rajwin
will stay in sanctuary?

Kulwant Rajwinder is a prisos
of the Home Office - the senter
is indefinite, It’s up to the Ho
Office - when they say he «
come out permanently then he w
come out. We will carry o
maybe 10 years, maybe 20. Vi
showed that weapon to us, y

know, how and whattodo. And
will suport Viraj in any possit
way we can. We want him to wis

How do you see Rajwinder win
ing his right to stay?

Kulwant When all campaig
come together they could win t
cases. Black and white, all peoy
together - they could win in
second,

Gurdev. We can win only wi
public support. More campaig
together, more people togethe:
then we are sure to win,

Rajwinder Singh
Defence Campaign

All Night Vigil

Friday 5 February 6pm
The Tyris, Bradford

Rally, March and
Public Meeting
Saturday 6 February, 2pm
speakers include

Patrick Wall MP for
Bradford North

Rajwinder Singh
Defence Campaign
meets every Thursday at
7.30pm Saatih Centre,
Hallfield Road, Bradford

Salema Begum
nears victory

Salema Begum, after taking san-
ctuary in the Chorlton Central
Church, has won a major victory
that should guarantee her right
to stay in Britain with her parents.
The Home Office treating the
family as liars forced them to
undergo a humiiiating blood test
called a DNA fingerprint analysis.
Salema, who is 13, had to under-
go this test to prove that she was
the daughter of her father Mr
Guru Miah. The Home Office had

attempted to deport her, In-
sisting that she should take her
blood tests in Bangladesh and
then, given the result apply to
return to Britain to join her fam-
ily. Inspired by the VMDC and
assisted by VMDC activists,
Salema went into Sanctuary and
won the right to have her tests i
Britain.

That she had to go into Sanc-
tuary and then undergo the humi
liation of a DNA test is an indict-
ment of the Home Office’s rac-
ism. But the Home Office are now
on the verge of utter defeat In
this case.
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DEFEND THE SANCTUARY

Viraj Mendis

speaks out

At this very moment the Home Office is planning to smash into
the Sanctuary and deport me to my death in Sri Lanka. Some
jix months of relative press silence was broken in December
1987 and January this year by a barrage of racist propaganda
igainst the campaign. The Times, the Sunday Express, the
Jaily Star and the Manchester Evening News opened up a
ricious campaign of lies, personal abuse, and racist attacks on
nyself, the VMDC and the Church of the Ascension.

3

VIRAJ MENDIS |

B is no coincidence. The attacks follow
% House of Lords ruling against the six
amils applying for refugee status. My
ppeal had been postponed until this deci-
won came. The Home Office can now
mme & date for my appeal. The Home Of-
ge hope that these attacks will create a
limate of prejudice which will allow them

y smasly into the sanctuary if the appeal

pes against me.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST
DC

Be propaganda campaign reached its
gak with the Sunday Express on 3
1988 in a malicious article en-
*Student’s church sanctuary angers
gnily”. Graham Bell, claiming to have
sed my family, presents inaccuracies,
gif-truths and outright lies as fact. He
s that my fear of death if deported to
i Lanka is ‘sheer nonsense’ according to

k family. Nothing in Bell's own article [

iates this. My father is quoted as

wing ‘1 have not heard from Viraj for

pee years, | had no idea what was going
2. All this is very upsetting. It is up to
i 10 get in touch with me about coming
soc.” My family do not at any point
gke any comment on the political situa-
po in Sri Lanka. | have been careful not
have any contact with my family in Sri
pnka, because of the danger this would
i them in, The Sunday Express reporter
s destroyed all this. From now on my
mily will be marked people.

fmagine what would happen -if any
gmber of my family made critical state-
gats about the Sri Lanka regime and my
own support for the Tamil people. Im-
sne what extreme right wing groupings,
b have just assassinated the Chair of the
fing party in Sri Lanka, for allegedly be-
2 t0o soft on the Tamils, would do to my
mily .

,
T —————

RTINS BOGRST REGIONAL Newsearen

ing News followed with a front page
headline ‘Drag Mendis out - MP'.

If Favell, the Star and the rest of the gut-
ter press represented the rabble-rousing
side of the Home Office campaign, Kil-
roy-Silk, and The Times represented its
‘respectable’ side. Robert Kilroy-Silk was
allowed into the church by Father John
and the campaign in good faith, to host a
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Just some of the press attacks on Viraj Mendis

The Sunday Express also had Conser-
vative MP for Stockport, Tony Favell, in-
citing fascists to drag me from the church.
Favell called me a ‘conman’, a description
used before by Ray Mills in the Star. The
Star is owned by the Express group and
Mills has been expelled from the NUJ for
his explicit racism. The Manchester Even-
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discussion on the issue of Sanctuary
broadcast on BBC1. In fact he was part of
the Home Office’s offensive. His article,
published in The Times on 19 December us-
ed more sophisticated language to come to
the same conclusion as the gutter press. The
Times has refused to publish  our

reply.

—

souncil sabotage

hilst there has been an increase in support for the VYMDC from Labour
wd trade union members since the Labour Party conference in 1987,
e Labour controlled Manchester City Council has continued its efforts

i sabotage the campaign.

. & public meeting on the new Immi-
ation Bill on 16 January called by the
saigration Aid Unit, Graham Stringer,
wier of the Council, boasted that whilst
t Council had been unable to hold back
¢ Tory cuts, it had in the last four years
w 30 black people’s right to stay in Brit-
. An RCG member pointed out that it
% not the Council, but anti-deportation
mpaigns which had won people’s right
siay and further if the Council was so
en to fight deportations, why was it
adily withdrawing facilities from the
i1 important campaign in Manchester -
t VMDC? The council's reactionary
peat started with the withdrawal of
f2i’s job under racist pressure. Soon

after, it withdrew the VMDC’s photoco-
pying facilities and then its mailing facili-
ties. It has since then restricted its phone to
just local calls, cutting the VMDC off
from its national support.

Stringer did not have any direct answers
to these direct questions. The VMDC is
now planning action to force the council to
restore in full the mailing, telephone and
stationery facilities previously provided to
the VMDC. It has no illusions that a tough
fight is required. In December the Council
used police with dogs to clear the Council
Chamber of 200 demonstrators seeking to
prevent them from voting through wide-
spread redundancies.

Chris Procter
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HOME OFFICE
PREPARES MASS
DEPORTATION OF
TAMILS

With complete contempt and disregard
for recommendations from the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees
and Amnesty International, the Home Of-
fice is finalising plans to deport up to 50
Tamils currently held in prison in this
country. The Home Office, despite state-
ments from both organisations, insists
that the situation is returning to normal
in Sri Lankal There are approximately
another 500 Tamils whose applications
for asylum are still being processed. But
the House of Lords ruling against the six
Tamils in December stating they hadno
grounds to be granted asylum more or
less ensures that the Home Office will
get its way and deport them to their pos-
sible death In Sri Lanka. Britain will be
the first country Iin Europe to deport Tam-
ils seeking asylum back to Sri Lanka.

ane

T

HOME OFFICE FEARS
SANCTUARY MOVEMENT

The reason for this determined effort to
destroy our sanctuary is because of the
potential that sanctuary has as a means of
fighting deportations in Britain. The new
Immigration Bill is a full blown attack on
anti-deportation campaigns. It destroys
the right of appeal for people who are
threatened with deportation, The with-
drawal of appeal rights climinates the time
to develop mass support and threatens
them with imminent expulsion. The only
viable response will be sanctuary, because
sanctuary will give a breathing space for
black people to start a campaign (o defend
themselves. It is in this context that the at-
tack on me and my sanctuary must be
looked at.

VMDC BUILDS SUPPORT

The Home Office’s campaign to create the
conditions to smash into the sanctuary is
not proceeding unopposed. The World
Council of Churches telefaxed Thatcher
and Hurd calling on them not to smash into
the Sanctuary, Dr Robert Bradnock, Chair
of the Liberal Party Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee who has visited Sri Lanka spoke at a
‘VMDC press conference on 22 January.
He explained why he, as an expert on Sri
Lankan affairs was opposed to my depor-
tation, He said that in Sri Lanka it was
widely believed that I was a marked man.
He concluded that, ‘deporting Viraj would
be likely to reach a tragic outcome.’ The
situation in Sri Lanka is still deteriorating
but Douglas Hurd still insists that it is a
democracy. Yet Ronnie De Mel, minister
for Planning and Finance in the National
Party, has just resigned from Jayewar-
dene’s Cabinet announcing that Sri Lanka
had not been a democracy since 1982!

The community in which I have lived
for 14 years is rallying around me. Our
weekly Friday night marches are met by
local people in Hulme with banners hang-
ing off the walkways, Every week the
campaign sells our bulletin door to door in
Hulme and Moss Side and every week we
hold street meetings outside the sanctuary
or in the vicinity.

The standing of the campaign in the
community was shown on 21 January
when following 30 people attending an
RCG meeting on the Immigration Bill,
two new campaigns were started up in
support of Evelyn from Hulme who is
under threat of deportation to Nigeria, and
Begum who is a British citizen and is not
allowed to bring her husband into the
country:

We are in a period which is a watershed
for the campaign. Tory MP Tony Favell's
open racist attacks and those of the press
must be met with an open and firm stand
by all who are against racism. All pro-
gressive people and organisations must
make an open stand with VMDC and
against the racist Home Office.

Join the
Viraj Mendis
Defence
Campaign

cfo North Hulme Centre,
Jackson Crescent, Hulme,
ManchesterM15 5AL
(061234 3168)
There are VMDC Support
Groups In Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Leeds, Tyne and
Wear, Brighton, Bristol,
Dundee, Cambridge,
Nottingham, Birmingham and
London.
Join one of these groups. Help
set one up if there isn’t one in
your town.

World Council
of Churches
supports
Viraj Mendis

January 1988, the World Council
of Churches (WCC) renewed its
support for Viraj Mendis and sent
two emergency messages to the
Home Office and 10 Downing
Street appealing to them not to
break the sanctuary by force.

Elizabeth Feris on behalf of the WCC
Refugee Service wrote ‘“We have followed
with concern the case of Viraj Mendis . . .
We appeal to the British Government to
seek just ways of responding to the case
and to pledge anew not to enter the sanc-
tuary by force."

In a second statement signed by Andre
Jacques for the WCC Migration Depart-
ment and Genevieve Jacques for Refugees
and Human Rights for World YWCA
said: *We are appalled that despite evi-
dence including that of Amnesty Interna-
tional concerning the danger facing Viraj
should he be returned to Sri Lanka, he is
still in sanctuary over one year later."

It went on: “We strongly appeal to the
British Government to do justice and to
pledge anew not to enter the sanctuary by
force.’

The Refugee Service also agreed to mail
all their contacts world wide asking for
prayers for Viraj and letters of protest to
the British Home Office.

Ed Jones

B Gretney Tenants Association in Hulme
provide a weekly meal for Viraj. Just
before Christmas to mark their support for
him, they held their own party in the
Sanctuary,

M In January, a local vegetarian shop ‘On
The Eighth Day’ voted to provide Viraj
with a meal a day and donate their extra
food to the VMDC. They have made a
special banner supporting Viraj to display
on Fridays when the regular YMDC dem-
onstration passes their shop,

M In a gesture of solidarity, 50 NALGO
stewards from Manchester Town Hall will
have their stewards meeting in the Sanc-
tuary on 9 February when they will also
meet Viraj to discuss the latest stage of his
campaign.

B In January two new YMDC support
groups have been established in Not-
tingham and Birmingham. They can be
contacted at VMDC, Birmingham Sup-
port Group, 24 South Road, Hockley, Bir-
mingham and VMDC Nottingham Sup-
port Group, c/o 8 Aubrey Road, Carr-
ington, Nottingham,

B On Friday 8 January over 80 VMDC
supporters marched past the Sunday Ex-
press offices to protest against its scur-
rilous attacks on the campaign, The Fri-
day 19 February YMDC march will
have as its theme support for the health
workers currently fighting the Thatcher
government.

B On 10 January, a VMDC contingent
supported the London demonstration
against Clause 27/28. A VMDC member
was among the 48 people arrested after the

police attacked the demonstration.



The Soviet Union in the twenties and thirties

Was there an
ALTERNATIVE

The only way forward for the USSR from NEP was collectivisation and the Five Year
Plan. Yet, given the immense complexity of the problems it faced, it is not surprising
that several other solutions were proposed. The party leadership had to fighta
difficult struggle against both Right and Left Oppositions.

Of the alternatives rejected by the party,
Gorbachey singled out for criticism above
all the programme of Trotsky: “Trot-
skyism was a political current whose
ideologists took cover behind leftist
pseudo-revolutionary rhetoric, and in ef-
fect assumed a defeatist posture.” (piv col
3).

In the period 1920-36, there were 3 ma-
jor controversies involving Trotskyism:
the trade union debate; the *burcaucratisa-
tion of the party'; and the possibility of
socialism in one country.

In the first controversy (November
1920-March 1921), when Trotsky propos-
ed a policy which Lenin called
* .., bureaucratic harassment of the trade
unions.' (CW 32 p42), Lenin had warned
the party about Trotsky's methods:
.. .after...an unprecedentedly long,
detailed and heated discussion . . . one
member of the Central Committee [Trot-
skyl, one out of nineteen, forms a group
outside the Central Committee and
presents its ‘‘collective work as a ‘plat-
form"', inviting the Party Congress '‘to
choose between rwo trends''!” (CW 32
pp71-72).

After his last public speech (20
November 1922), Lenin was able to advise
the party only intermittently - without
Lenin’s restraint, Trotsky's methods pos-
ed greater dangers. Lenin died in January
1924,

From July 1923, the party faced one of
its strictest tests. A wave of strikes was ac-
companied by a worsening economic
crisis which threatened the alliance bet-
ween the workers and the peasants. Inter-
nationally, the German revolution, the
success of which would have rescued the
USSR from its encirclement, seemed to be
approaching a critical point.

At this critical point, Trotsky began a
campaign with a letter to the Central Com-
mittee on 8 October, followed in
December by a series of articles (The New
Course).

His main criticism was that; ‘The
bureaucratization of the Party apparatus
has developed to unheard-of propor-
tions . .. . Posing as the champion of
‘democracy’ he claimed that- the youth
{more particularly, the student youth)
could correct the excesses of bureaucracy.

Was there any substance to these
criticisins? At no point in the controversy
did Trotsky cite typical cases or general
statistics. He simply did not confront the
immense problems facing the party, based
on the material conditions of the masses.

The most elementary requirement for
party democracy, a politically educated
membership, was almost entirely lacking.
This was not because of the *bureaucracy’,
but because the basic pre-conditions —
literacy and a press - barely existed.

Thus in 1922, about 50% of the entire
population was illiterate - in the party
itself, 92.7% of the party had 4 years or
less education, and 4.6% of the members
were actually illiterate, For a population of

140m, the press had a circulation of |

1.5m - an official survey of 1924 revealed
that there were virtually no subscribers or
readers in the countryside.

In large areas of Soviet life, the party
had virtually no presence. Even in the in-
dustrial working class, the party was not

!

| PATRICKNEWMAN |

FRFI has opened its pages to a
debate on the role of the Soviet
Union, both past and present.
Patrick Newman has begun this.
This is the second of three articles
on the report given by Mikhall Gor-
bachev on the 70th anniversary of
the Russian Revolution. After the
concluding article we will be prin-
ting replies to Patrick Newman
and we welcome readers views on
any points ralsed in this debate.

Above: Leon Trotsky who completely
ignored the war danger

strongly represented; and in the coun-
tryside it barely existed.

Facing these gigantic tasks was a
membership literally exhausted by civil
war and harsh living conditions, A survey
ina rural area revealed that 33 % of the par-
ty members were suffering from ‘shat-
tered nervous systems’ and only 10% were
reasonably fit.

| FROM ATRIFLETO ASPLIT

Working class discontent, a difficull
economic situation, a beleaguered party
gradually fighting its way forward - these
then were the circumstances in which
Trotsky made his appeal.

At such a dangerous moment, & trifling
criticism of the party by the intelligentsia
could Jead to a split within its ranks. In
relation to the Soviet Union, this is the
essence and the danger of Trotskyism.

The Politburo realised the danger: this |

so-bureaucratic leadership opened the col-
umns of Prawda for five weeks from 7
November, and held public meetings to
discuss the issue.

The discussion which continued until
the 13th Party Conference (16-18 January
1924) showed the extent of Trotsky's ap-
peal. In the Moscow district he may have
had the support of the majority of party
cells in higher educational institutions; but
only 36% of the whole membership,
and 19% of the cells of industrial workers,
With the exception of a handful of small
provincial towns, his support outside
Moscow was minimal. The only real
danger was posed by the substantial
minority support from cells in the Red Ar-

my in Moscow.

At the Conference (16-18 January I

1924), Trotsky’s supporters’ vague mo-
tion recommending * . . . a regime of ac-
tivity on the part of the party masses.’
received 3 votes out of 128. Gorbachev
underlines the result: * . . |, the party’s rul-
ing nucleus, headed by Joseph Stalin, had
safeguarded Leninism in an ideological
struggle.’ (piv col 3)

SOCIALISM IN ONE COUNTRY

The third issue, and one of the main
positions associated with Trotsky, is iden-
tified by Gorbachey thus: ‘Trotsky and the
Trotskyites negated the possibility of
building socialism in conditions of
capitalist encirclement.’ (p iv column 3),

Lenin and the Bolsheviks had always
seen the Russian Revolution as a spur to
revolutions in the more industrially ad-
vanced countries. But by 1922, the post-
war wave of revolutions had ebbed.

What would happen in the USSR if the

world revolution were considerably

delayed? In 1922 Trotsky answered:
‘.. .a genuine upsurge of the socialist
cconomy in Russia will become possible
only after the victory of the proletariat in
the most important countries in Europe.'

In & fater speech (1 November 1926) he
defined *...a real advance in socialist
economics . .. " as ‘. ..no antagonism
between town and country, general con-
tent, prosperity, culture.’ clearly showing
that he was thinking of an advanced stage
of socialism.

But in the meantime, what would hap-
pen to the Russian revolution? Trotsky's
main opponent, Stalin, answered bluntly:
‘According to this plan [ie Trotsky’s],
there is but one prospect left for our
revolution: 10 vegélate in its own con-
tradictions and rot away while waiting for
the world revolution.” (CW 6 p385)

In the same article (17 December 1924)

Stalin first argued that, while the complete |

victory of socialism required the united ef-

| forts of the workers of several countries,

* . .. the victory of socialism in one coun-
Iry . ..is quite possible and probable.’
(CW6p.387).

In the context, Stalin clearly meant the
eventual victory of the worker-peasant
alliance over the remnants of capitalism
(NEP-men, kulaks).

What were Trotsky’s proposals for the
immediate future for the USSR? Instead of
independence from the ‘world economy’,
it should increase its import-export trade;

| and a policy of concessions to foreign

capitalism *..._should be given the
greatest importance.’ (‘“Toward
Capitalism or Socialism?’ November
1925). ’

Within the Soviet Union, he proposed an
accelerated programme of industrialisa-
tion, and to deal with the growing kulak
menace by means of an *. .. all-sided
limitation of their efforts at exploita-
tion . . . [by means of] . . . a steeply pro-
gressive tax-system.” (The Platform of the
Opposition September 1927).

The kulaks soon showed what they
would do with such half-measures as
‘limitation” by murdering Soviet grain
procurement agents. The kulaks had to be
destroyed as aclass - notlimited, The only
question was tochoose the right moment to

strike hard, decisively and quickly. The

‘revised upwards (heavy industries by

‘OADBOTHNOE
i BREAHTEAEH
WBOHEIO |
HAGHERHA ,

’

Poster: ‘Down with those who keep food from the workers

party was not yet ready to do this, and to
begin industrialisation - in the context,
Trotsky’s criticism was ‘pseudo-leftist’
rhetoric, and he was expelled from the par-
ty in November 1927,

THE USSR BETRAYED

In exile, Trotsky gave a much fuller ex-
position of his ideas on socialism in one
country. His major work is The Revolution
Betrayed (completed August 1936), which
has served Trotskyist groups ever since as
the source of their criticisms of the Soviet
Union,

Acknowledging the success of the heavy
industries as '...a gigantic con-
quest. .. " (1973 New Park ed pll), he
points out that by comparison with the ad-
vanced capitalist countries (especially the
US and Germany) industrial production is
still at a low level (pp 15-17).

In opposition to ‘...several an-
nouncements of the ‘complete triumph of
socialism in the Soviet Union . . . ' (p60),
he argues that the USSR is still going
through a preparatory stage in which
‘.. . the growth of production has so far
strengthened not the socialist, but the
bourgeois features of the state.' (p 113).
The quality of production is very poor, and
the general living standard of the people is
low.

The problems of the Soviet economy
arise from the rule of the bureaucracy and
privileged layers, amounting to 12-15% of
the population (19-24m people), of which
the backbone is the 2m strong Communist
Party (pp 138, 139).

There are two major weaknesses in his
argument:

Firstly, for all his ‘internationalism’,
Trotsky completely ignored the war
danger and the distorting effect it had on
the Five Year Plans.

The First Plan had to be drastically

26.2%) at the end of 1929 as the dircct
result of the threat of war in the Far East,
Following the ‘Manchurian Incident’
(18-19 September 1931) it became clear
that Japan was actively preparing for war.

The Soviet Union was extremely
vulnerable. In 1928-9 industry could not
yet produce light machine guns or tanks;
not until the Spring of 1932 did the Soviet
Pacific fleet come into being - it then con-

sisted of one submarine!
The USSR was now threatened on twe
fronts - the distances between were such |

!

(about 10,000 km) that from the end
1931 it had to plan for fwo sets of arm
and fwo munitions industries.

The Second Five Year Plan was e
more directly affected by the war dang
In 1933 Hitler came to power
Germany ~ the conquest of the Sov
Union was a central part of his p
gramme, Defence expenditure as a p
portion of the total budget rose from 3.4
in 1933 to 16.1% in 1936, This hac
devastating effect on the planning proce

Secondly, Trorsky completely und
values the social gains of the Five Y
Plans. !

Always quick 10 compare Soviet
dustry unfavourably to capitalist indus
in Germany or the US, he made no su
comparisons when considering the soc
achievements of the Plans. As a rule,
only mentions these achievements in ore
to denigrate them. The main exceptios
the abolition of unemployment - he sin
ly leaves unmentioned.

Thus his only reference to the seve
hour working day is that * . . . [it] is bei
more and more sacrificed to higher ps
ductivity,” (pl26). Similarly he glil
refers to * . . . the abolition of a series
free services . . . ' (p124) - without ev
saying what these are. He complained 1l
in 1935 only 55.7% of the target for hos
ing was reached (p116).The reader wor
not guess that even in the hardest yea
1930-31, 305,000 new houses were bui
What wouldn't workers in capitalist cox
tries give for such a half-fulfilled plan’

What practical conclusions did Trots
draw from his analysis? His advice to 1
youth of the Soviet Union was to * .
underground and learn to struggle a
temper their character for their future.”
163). But what was the future for 1
Soviet Union?

In 1936, with the Soviet Um
desperately racing against time to fig
against the largest, best-armed capital
army ever, Trotsky had this to say to }
underground supporters in the Sow
Union: *Ifthe [coming] war should rema
only a war, the defeat of the Soviet Un»
would be inevitable . . . Ifit is not paraly
cd by revolution in the West, imperialss
will sweep away the regime which isse
from the October revolution.” (p227)

Trotsky's prophecy was refuted by ¢
victory of the Soviet Union m ¢
1941-1945 war, a victory based oa ¢
success of collectivisation and the F
Year Plans.
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REVIEWS

1976: Soweto youth take to the streets

-, Y W TSI

FILM

For a British audience which knows
sothing of South Africa at first hand,
and can learn precious little from the
sormal channels of the capitalist
mass media, Richard Atten-
sorough's film is a moving introduc-
on 1o the liberation struggle.

From its vivid opening scenes of
destruction at Crossroads, the film
settles quickly into its first main
theme - the politics of Steve Biko as
seen through the eyes of white
sewspaper editor Donald Woods,
Woods is at first hostile  to -the
soremost exponent of Black Con-
sciousness, whom he labels a ‘black
gacist’, but is forced to réconsider as
Biko exposes Woods to the realities
pf life for black people. A visitto a
sownship hits Woods (and the au-
gience) in the guts, Biko and his
Comrades are well able to speak for
emselves:

“We've got to teach our children

BIKO

WRITINGS

The Testimony of Steve Biko,
Srafton Books, £2.95.

= 1975/6, Sats Cooper and eight

whers from the South African,

Sewdents Organisation and the Black
People’s Convention were on trial
for terrorism and faced death. This
was the Black Consciousness treason
el Steve Biko was called as a
puness for the defence. He had al-
weady been banned and thus silenced
wticially for three years. Biko used
B witness stand as a platform and
Srough five days of testimony gave
vosce to the needs of the black op-
pressed.  Biko's sharp exchanges

black history, tell them of black
heroes, our black culture, so they
don't face the white man belicving
they're inferior.’

The system cracks down. Mapetia
is murdered by the police, other
comrades detained. There is a
serious distortion in the film's treat-
ment of Biko's own death: the doc-
tors raised no complaint and assisted
in the security police murder - white
privilege came before the Hip-
pocratic Oath,

The film enters a second stage.
Because he has stood by his friend-
ship with Steve and his own liberal
principles, Woods is driven into
fighting the system so that the truth
about Biko’s life and death can be
heard. An adventure ensues as the
family escapes so that Woods can
publish his book on Biko, which he
believes he is in the best position to
write.

This is contentious ground, Atten-
borough brings to the fore the Woods
family and, because they have taken

with the prosecution are an example
of how to conduct a battle in hostile
enemy territory.

| write what | like, Steve Biko,
Penguin Books, £3.95.

This collects Biko's articles, written
as Frank Talk, interviews, briefings
and memoranda, as well as an extract
from his testimony in the treason
trial. Biko writes:

“The basic problem in South Africa
has been analysed by liberal whites
as being apartheid, They argue that
in order 10 oppose it we have to
form non-racial groups . .. The
thesis, the antithesis and the syn-
thesis have been mentioned by
some great philosophers as the car-
dinal points around which any
social revolution revolves. For the
liberals, the thesis is apartheid, the
antithesis is non-racialism, but the
synthesis is very feebly defined.
They want to tell the blacks that
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an anti-apartheid stand, depicts their
experience as somehow being equal
with Biko's. The security police now
keep a 24 hour vigil outside their
front door. But we are not told, for
instance, that in the last year of his
life Biko was detained three times,
on one occasion for 101 days.
Neither do we learn what happened
to the black comrades (Peter Jones,
arrested with Biko, spent 533 days in

detention, was then banned and later

became the Vice-President of the
Azanian People's Organisation).
This shift of emphasis carned a sting-
ing review inside South Africa, en-
titled *Cry Exploitation’, from black
journalist Sam Mabe;

‘It was hard to understand how Sir
Richard could have ignored the fact
that 18 organisations, most of them

Black Consciousness - and  two
black nEWsSpapers . . . were
banned’.

Today the racist regime is still con-
sidering whether to allow the film to
go on public release. In Britain,

they sce integration as the ideal
solution. Black Consciousness def-
ines the situation differently. The
thesis is in fact a strong white
racism and therefore the antithesis
to this must, ipso facto, be a strong
solidarity amongst the blacks on
whom this white racism seeks to
prey. Out of these two situations
we can therefore hope to reach
some kind of balance - a true hum-
anity where power politics will
have no place, '(p106)
Barney Pityana's introduction is
disappointing .
inform the reader of current trends in
Black Consciousness is missed - sec
FRFI 74 AZAPO interview,

No Fears Expressed, Steve
Biko, Skotaville Publishers,
£2.95.

This booklet of quotations from Biko
on a number of themes cxpresses the
clarity of his thought. The excellent

. 4n opportunity to’

despite the serious omissions and its
soft ideological focus, it must be
welcomed  that hundreds  of
thousands will see ‘Cry Freedom’,
and through it an interest in Black
Consciousncss  has  been  re-
awakened. It is to Attenborough’s
credit that the film finally returns to
the impact of Biko and Black Con-
ciousness in its final scenes of the
Soweto 1976 students’ revolt.

The post 1976 generation have
barely paused for breath. The black
oppressed of South Africa will be the
primary movers in their liberation,
but they need not fight alone, Britain
is the world's number one backer of
South Africa. Those who wish to
direct emotions stirred by 'Cry
Freedom' should join with Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! in
building a solidarity movement to
break British collabaration with
apartheid, amovement which is wor-
thy of the great revolutionary Bantu

Steve Biko.
Andy Higginbottom

foreword by Millard Amold assess-
es Biko’s significance:

“The freedom from fear was Biko's
most substantial contribution . . .
Biko did not merely articulate the
need for a lack of fear, he was
himself the physical embodiment
of fearlessness. ““To understand
me correctly’’, he noted, *‘you
have to say that there were no fears
expressed."” '

No.46 - Steve Biko, Hilda
Bernstein, International Def-
ence and Aid Fund, £3.50

He died on 12 September 1977 ag-
ed 30. Biko was the forty-sixth
political detainee to die in security
police detention since 1963. This
booklet reports the inquest which
for once forced into the open the
brutal collaboration between the
police and the doctors called to ‘at-
tend’ detainees under torture,
Andy Higginbottom

ORGANISE
WITH FRFI

RCG members and supporters are coming together in a
series of dayschools to discuss questions central to the
communist movement. In November 1987 we held day-
schools entitled ‘Lenin on the national democratic revol-
ution’. It is important for communists engaged in build-
ing solidarity with national liberation movements to con-
sistently assess and discuss the issues facing those move-
ments and the different trends within them in order to

build the most effective solidarity.

| LORNAREID |

Atour November dayschool David
Reed, editor of Fight Racism!
Fight Imperialism!, explained the
main differences between the
Menshevik,: Bolshevik and Trot-
sky's analysis of the 1905 and 1917
Russian revolutions. David Reed
stated that the participation of the
working class in the democratic
revolution is aimed at winning the
widest possible political liberty -
under the dictatorship of the pro-
letariatt.  and  peasantry - thus
preparing for and connecting with
the working class struggle for
socialism,

The Mensheviks argued that the
socialist revolution consisted of
two stages - the first being the
completion of the bourgeois revo-
lution to which the interests of the
working class must be subordin-
ated; the second being the socialist
revolution consigned to the distant
future, Whilst the Mensheviks sur-
rendered the interests of the work-
ing class to the bourgeoisie in the
democratic revolution, Trotsky
argued the idealist view that the na-
tional democratic revolution could
only be made under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. He failed to
grasp the concrete process of revo-
lution involving alliances  with
other forces.

Lenin understood that the pro-
letarian revolution was one revolu-
tionary process which passes
through different phases. He
argued that the role of the working
class and its party is to fight to en-
sure that their interests are impos-
ed on the revolution. Lenin was al-
so able to understand that at differ-
ent stages of the revolutionary stru-
ggle the working class, in order to
advance its own interests, would
forge alliances with different class
forces. The debate in the Russian
movement was essentially about
which forces would be the most
consistent opponents of Tsarism,

.who would carry through the na-

tional democratic revolution.

This very issue is being discuss-
ed in the movement in South Africa
amongst different political forces,
in the trade unions and within the
townships. This debate is vital for
all communists and makes it all the
meore important that all voices in
the South African movement are
heard in Britain. Social Demo-
cracy which includes the AAM and
Labour Party in Britain, on the
other hand, does not want the in-
terests of the working class and op-
pressed to be debated and pro-
moted. They seek to silence any
voice or position that will threaten

their own alliance with imperial-
ism: the source of their own social
and political privileges.

This is why we are seeking to
discuss and debate the issues fac-
ing the South African liberation
movement, Our consistent solidar-
ity work in City Group has brought
us into contact with different
forces in the liberation movement,
Their voices must be heard.

Future dayschools are being
held on the role of the 'working
class in the fight for women's
liberation, in the Irish revolution
and the implications of glasnost
and perestroika for the Soviet
Union, We welcome all comments
on the series of articles Patrick
Newman has written on Gorbach-

ev's speech.

ACTIVITY IN JANUARY

In January RCG branches in Lon-
don and Manchester held public
meetings on the Immigration Bill
to build opposition to the bill and
support for our comrade Viraj who
is leading the fight against im-
migration laws, On 19 January
Frances Webber, Barrister, and the
Marion Gaima Defence Campaign
shared a platform with the RCG in
a meeting in Stoke Newington and
in Peckham immigration lawyer
Chris Randall spoke on our plat-
form. In summing up his introduc-
tion Chris said that the Viraj Men-
dis Defence Campaign was a ‘clar-
ion call’ and that ‘it is the political
fight that wins'.

In Manchester on 21 January

FRFI Fund Drive

The January FRFI fund drive rals-
ed £400 - £100 less than our
£500 monthly target We con-
tinue to rely on our supporters to
make regular contributions to
sustaining FRFl. All contribu-
tions allow us to keep the price
of our paper low which allows as
many people as possible to have
access to it. Make a regular
pledge. Join one of our support-
ers groups to help raise money
collectively.

Cheques/postal orders payable
to ‘Larkin Publications’. Post to
FRFI, BCM Box 5909, London,
WCI1N 3XX

| do/do not want you to publish
my name/organisation

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------




Kim Coleman speaking for the
RCG shared a platform with Viraj
Mendis, Anwar Ditta who suc-
cessfully won her campaign
against deportation and Barbara
Ahmed who is currently fighting to
be united with her hushand from
Pakistan, From the meeting two
women Evelyn and Begum are set-
ting up campaigns to fight their
cases against the immigration
laws.

The spirit and positive proposals
for action at the Manchester RCG
meeting were in dircct contrast to
the blustering excuses for the
Labour Party’s appalling record on
immigration given by Tony Lloyd,
MP for Stretford and Graham
Stringer, leader of Manchester Ci-
ty Coungil, Lloyd argued for ‘fair
immigration controls’ and describ-
ed the immigration Bill s ‘unfair’.
Stringer went further in trying to
conceal the Labour Party’s support
for immigration laws. He had the
audacity to claim that the council
had helped 30 people in Manches-
ter win their fight against deporta-
tion. RCG comgades and Anwar

Ditta pointed out that Stringer had
in fact withdrawn the offer of a job
to Viraj and agreéed to ban the
VMDC demonstration in Novem-

HILSANIN NOI

ber. More meetings on the Im-

migration Bill are being held in
Leeds, York, Birmingham :nd
Glasgow in February.

The RCG offers consisient sup-
port and solidarity to those fighting
racism and imperialism world
wide, so last month our comrades
marched alongside the Palestinian
people, the Irish people on the
Bloody Sunday commemoration
march in London, the Aborigine
people outside Australia House on
Australia Day. We marched with
lesbians and gay men agains
Clause 28 which secks to outlaw
the promotion of homosexuality by
local councils, we marched against
the Alton Bill and we stood by our
comrade Simone in court. In Feb-
ruary we are mobilising all our
members and supporters to work in
support of the nurses and NHS
workers fighting back against the
Tory attacks on the welfare state,
Join us.

SPECIAL FUND

month.

—
00 We have ralsed £2,500 towards our £10,000
special fund. This leaves £7,500 still to be rais-
Lo od. Plans are lald to hold a series of bazaars and
jumble sales for the fund, However If we are to
X reach our target in Aprll we need you to help us.
Second hand book/record stalls in colleges,
7,000 sponsored events and donations are all needed
to raise the money we need. Help the RCG to
6,000 raise this vitally needed money.
SO * | SUPPORT THE £10,000 FUND DRIVE %
3,000 lenclose £ donation
A i pledge £ monthly (Please send me a
; standing order form)
Iwant _-___ coples of each issue of FRFI to sell each

I want to help organise fundraising events

Phone

Address

EMARK ONE

Dear FRFI,

On 4 January 30 workers returned
from their Xmas holiday to find they
had been sacked from their jobs at
Mark One clothes shop. When they
were taken on all 30 had been
promised full-time jobs, but on being
sacked they were only temporary staff.
The reason given for the sacking was
that sales were below expected levels.
This remains totally unsubstantiated
and the real reason for their
victimisation s that all 30 workers
were non-unionised and occupied low-
paid jobs ~ the majority are women.
On 9 January a picket was held outside
the Mark One store to encourage a
consumer boycott. One of the main
unions at Mark One, the T&GWU,
has been contacted via the Trade
Union Resource Centre but has not
responded. With this background of
isolation, three of the more desperate
workers went cap-in-hand to the
bosses and got their jobs back.

Susan Hannaby soon became the 31st
worker to be sacked when she returned
after being on sick leave ordered by
her doctor. Despite her doctor’s note
she was illegally sacked for being ill.
Susan is also non-unionised

The second picket was held on
Saturday 16 January but had little
support, The protests have been
supported by several left organisations
but have failed to mobilise the unions.
It looks as if the union representatives
are going to let their 28 colleagues go
unprotected, while their struggle goes
on alone.

In solidarity,

Adam

Birmingham

B NO JUSTICE FOR
THE IRISH

Dear FRFI

In small matters as well as large there
is na justice for Irish people in British
courts, Readers of FRFI know that my
family was beaten up by the
Metropolitan Police on 8 March Jast
year (sce FRFI67). Inthe Magistrates
Court they were all found guilty of
beirg drunk - except my sister Aine.
She had a respectable job.

In Southwark Crown Court on 28
and 29 January anti-Irish prejudice
was used to defeat our appeal. The
police said my family were celebrating
St Patrick's Day and must have been
drunk and fighting each other. When it
was pointed out that St Patrick’s Day
is 17 March, the police replied that
Irish people in England celebrate iton
8 March.

The Judge said he had to choose
hetween my family's account and the

LETTERS

FRF| welcomes letters from readers. Please send
them to FRFI BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX

police’s, The police would not lie so
the appeal was dismissed. He also
imposed costs, My brother Matthew, a
labourer, and sister Esther,
unemployed single parent, now have
to pay an extra £300,

If you're Irish you not only get
injustice, you have to pay forit.
Terry O'Halloran
London

B STRAIGHT TALK

On Saturday Y January, after returning
from the march against clause 28, the
bigoled attack upon gay and lesbian
people’s rights, I had a conversation
with a member of the SWP about the
march. I asked had he been on the
march. ‘No, | don’t support that” he
replied. Why not? ‘Because I'm
straight.’

1 told him that many straight people,
including SWP members support gay
rights and had attended the march. He
replied,' What would my workmates
think if they saw me on the march on
TV? ] can’t cope with arguing for gay
and lesbian rights when I have enough
on my plate arguing against racism and
for Socialism.”

Yours in the struggle
Jem Hicks
London

B PLAYING THE
GAME

Dear FRFIL

I would like to ask FRELif there is 4
campaign against the 1988 Olympic
games being held in Seoul; if there is
not then there should e, All socialists
and communists who are genuine in
their opposition to racism, fascism and
imperialist aggression surely would
recognise 4 need for a campaign,

‘T'o remain silent over this issuc will
not only give credence to the fascist
regime in South Korea, but it will also
excuse US imperialism in their quest
for imperialist expansion.

Where next for World sporting
venues? Chile, Paraguay, or even
racist South Africa?

Yours for peace and people
J Nugent
Surrey

BTHERIGHT TO
FIGHT BACK

Dear FRFI, .
In 1985 I worked for British Rail in
Manchester. | was arrested on the
suspicion of theft of a passenger’s
jewellery worth £70,000. I was taken
from Manchester to a police station in
Liverpool. At the police station I was
beaten and racially abused. | was
never taken to court ~ the charges
were dropped.

I decided to take action against the
police, but before I could take my case
10 court they decided to make another
charge against me. 1 was charged with
stealing £3.50 from British Rail. This
time il went to & magistrates’ court and
I was given a conditional discharge.
Because of this second case, Host the
l¢gal aid for my action against the
police. T have had to appeal to the Law
Saciety to try to get it back. My union,
the NUR, did nothing to try to defend
me. | have seen Labour MP Bob
Litherland for help, but weeks later I
am still waiting for a response.

I call on all readers of FRFI to take the
side of black people fighting against
police attacks. | have the right to
demand justice. We have the right to
fight back. We can only do it by
organising politically.

In solidarity,

Kausar All

MESSENCE OF THE
NEW MOVEMENT

Dear FRFI,

Myself and my comrade Angela were
selling papers in Dundee City Centre,
I was saying to people 'Defend the
NHS - don't Iet the hospital workers
stand alone against this government, '
However, it was the case that Angela
and I were standing alone! For the first
time I can remember there were no
other socialist groups present, Just al
the point when the resistance to
Thatcher is coming [rom a section of
their *working class’, ie.the hospital
workers, these groups were not there,
Comrades, let us not fall into'this trap.
We were slow off the mark with the
miners’ strike, but our position of ‘Go
out to the people’ is the way forward in
this instance a§ it is in many areas of
struggle. We might be few in number,”

but we have something to offer beys
the predictable ‘spread the strike” o
the abstract ‘General strike now!’
which will arise if the NHS struggle
takes off. 1t is this, that beyond the
welcome and vital trade union
solidarity which can be extended 1o
NHS fighters, there is a whole
working class: women, black peop
the unemployed and poor who muss
brought to the practical aid of this
struggle. Surely this is the essence ¢
the new movement of which we spe
in FRFI.

In solidarity,

Michael (hospital worker)
Dundee

B THANKS

Dear FRFI,

On 22 January the jury at Westmim
County Court found my case again
the police for sexual assault not
proyen.

I want to thank my comrades in €
AA and my organisation the RCG,
supporting me. If it hadn't been fos
RCG and my comrades in it who &
dedicated to fighting against injust
and racism, following through a ca
like mine would have been ten time
more difficult as an individual. The
you everyone for supporting me.
Yours in solidarity,

Simone Dewhurst

B INTERNATIONAL
SOLIDARITY

Deéar FRFI,

On the Non-Stop Picket [ met a
comrade from the struggle for self-
determination of the Basque peopls
His own brother was murdered by
brutal Spanish police,

This comrade saw the struggle o
Irish people as one and the same as
of the Basque people. The ten yous
men who died of starvation, murd:
by the British state are regarded as
heroes by the Basque youth who f
repression torture and death equal
that in the Six Counties of Ireland

The comrade told me that there :
Basgue youth fighting for the
Sandinista government in Nicarag
he had just returned from Nicarag:
himself. True international solidar

He thought the Non-Stop Picket
anecessary and militant action and
was not surprised when I told him
the opportunism of the official AA

The Non-Stop Picket, because o
progressive stand, attracts progres
people from all over the world.

Viva the Basque people's strugg
for self determination! Viva Hern
Batasuna!

Yours in Struggle,
Ann Burrows
London

‘Make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and return
this form to FREY, BCM Box 5909, London WCIN 3XX |

@ Take the side of all those struggling against imperialism—
Join the RCG!

® A movement must be built in Britain in solidarity with the
struggling peoples of Ireland, South Africa, Palestine, Central
America. Help us to do this—Join the RCG!

® A movement must be built here in Britain which stands
with the oppressed fighting racism, repression and poverty.
Help us build this movement—Join the RCG!

@ A movement must be built which challenges and defeats
the treachery of the opportunist leaders of Britain’s Labour
and trade union movement—Join the RCGI!

I wish to joIn/receive more information about the RCG

Tel

Address

Return to: FRFI, BCM Box 59089, London WC1N 3XX

Viraj Mendis
Defence
Campaign
London Support
Group
‘Defend the
Sanctuary - Viraj
Mendis Will Stay’

PUBLIC MEETING
Thursday 18 February 7.30pm
Friends House 173-177 Euston

Road London NW1 (opposite
Euston Station)
Speakers:

Father John Methuen (Rector,
Church of the Ascension)
Paul Weller, Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign. Other
speakers invited

Admission: 50p/25p unwaged

GRENADA

International Conference:
Towards anti-imperialist
unity.
11/12/13MARCH 1988

218 Lambeth Road, London
SE1
Speakers include
Dr Trevor Munroe (General
Secretary, Workers Party of
Jamaica), Chester Humphrey
(Leading Grenadan Trade
Unionist), Richard Hart
(Attorney General of
Revolutionary Grenada) Chris
De Riggs (NJM Central
Committee member).

Delegates fees — £5 for
Individuais, £10 for
organisations

Ovganised by the New Jewel
Movement. 218 Lambeth
Road, SE1
01-9282136
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B In 1982, health workers questioned
TUC ‘support’. In 1988 the Labour Party

and the TUC will hold back the ﬂlit

@ ancw heart unit at Great Ormond Street
Children's Hospital is running at half
arength because of staff shortages.
W in April 1987 30% of nurses earned
- under £120 per week.
- W 99 out of 158 District Health Authori-
1ies who responded told the Labour Party
they would be overspent in 1987/8.
B 84 out of 131 DHAs in a suryey said
they had closed or would close beds. 3,000
' beds have been closed by ST.DHAs.
8 another survey found that 113 DHAs
faced a £75m deficit by April 1988.
M Trent Regional Health Authority was
told that it woud only get waiting list in-
mative money if it was spent on BUPA
.~ facilities.
- B US company Bioplan plans to build
. private day surgery units on six NHS sites,
B RCN President, Maud' Storey, voted
for cuts in West Berkshire Health Author-
ity. RCN education officer, John Wells,
voted for cuts in Brent Health Authority.

B The future NHS: = skeleton service
for the poor, staffed by low paid werkers

This page was produced by Terry
0’Halloran. Reports provided by
Dave Burton, Rebert Clough, North
Manchester General Hospital doc-
tor, Prestwich Hospital student
nurse and Bob Other
material previded by Doug Land-
man (CONSE/NUPE Joint Action
Committee)

Since FRFI 74 the government’s plans to destroy the NHS have
become clearer. On 25 January, in an interview on Panorama,
Thatcher proposed expansion of private provision and tax relief
on private health insurance. She made it clear that the
government review of the NHS, a private review controlled by the
Cahinet, would consider ‘all possibilities’. The deliberate
rundown of the NHS is aimed at ensuring that the ensuing
proposals - a ‘hi-tech’ de luxe service for those who can pay and
basic skeleton provision for the poor - will be accepted by those
who have gained in Thatcher’s Britain.

The last month, however, has seen grow-
ing resistance from healthworkers (see re-
ports) and this month will see strike action
and demonstrations throughout the coun-
try. Already the Manchester nurses and
blood transfusion workers have forced the
government to retreat. The growing resist-
ance is also throwing up daily lessons in
who can be relied upon to defend the NHS
and who cannot,

When the Manchester nurses went on
strike Kinnock urged them *not to compro-
mise their professionalism” by striking.
Labour health spokesperson Robin Cook
said that the nurses” action would ‘confuse
the issues’. COHSE general secretary
Hector Mackenzie accused them of ‘jump-

NORTH MANCHESTER

Nurses strike

ing the gun'. NUPE opposed the action of
the Blood Transfusion Service workers
(the unions had negotiated away the meals
allowances in the first place). The Labour
Party NEC, at the instigation of NUPE
member Tom Sawyer, rejected Tony
Benn’s motion of unambiguous support
for strike action in favour of an anodyne
expression of support for ‘protest’, Whilst
union leaders have been forced to go along
with the action planned for this month,
they have prevented ambulance staff from
joining in.

The professional defenders of the NHS
have also starfed to reveal the limits o
their concern. Three Royal College presi
dents who attacked the government in

stops Tories

The 24 hour strike on 8 January by night shift nurses at North Manches-
ter General Hospital was a major success. Four days later the govern-
ment backed down from cutting special allowances to nurses which
would have cut wages by up to £40 per week. No other kind of action

would have had the same effect.

Some nurses in North Manchester had
taken strike action a month previously in
protest at the Health Authority's emergen-
cy cuts package. 8 January was, however,
exclusively a nurses’ action on a nursing
issue and involved 40-50 nurses.

NUPE organisers wanted to minimise
solidarity by other groups of workers in
order to achieve maximum media impact.
But if the main focus is on the media image
created rather than the building of oganis-
ation and solidarity between different
groups of health workers, action is unlike-
ly to achieve more than a reversal, often a
temporary one, of individual cuts. The axe
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will fall elsewhere. Portering, catering,
cleaning and maintenance services are in
the front line of such cuts as their pay and
conditions are constantly worsened by pri-
vatisation and cutbacks in staffing levels.

If more is to be achieved it is vital that all
health workers make common cause and
demand adequate pay and conditions for
all health service workers, an end to the
use of private contractors in NHS hospitals
and greatly improved standards of patient
care. A Manchester-wide stoppage and
demonstration of all NHS workers has
been called for 19 February by North
Manchester shop stewards.

December emerged from a meeting with
Health Secretary John Moore on 14 Jan-
uary saying that their fears had been
‘allayed'. The Royal College of Nurses
continues to oppose strike action, though it
may yet be forced to ballot its 265,000
members on the issue as RCN members
join the resistance.

The emerging unity of nurses and other
health workers is the key to building effec-
tive opposition to the destruction of the
NHS. Only this unity coupled with a syste-
matic effort to reach out to the poor and op-
pressed sections of the working class
whose lives are literally at stake can pose a
real threat to Thatcher’s plans. The stakes
are very high in this battle.

The miners’ strike showed how far this
government will go to crush resistance.
The miners’ strike showed how far the
Labour and trade union leadership will go
to undermine the fight back. The fight to
defend the NHS is necessarily a confronta-
tion not only with Thatcher but also with
Kinnock & Co. If it is to have a chance of
success it must be firmly based on the low
paid workers in the NHS and the working
class communities who depend on the
NHS. FRFI supporters inside and outside
the health service will be campaigning for
such a fight back. Join us.

‘Pve been nursing for 18 years

Resistance
spreads

Blood Transfusion Service

A work to rule by blood transfusion staff
forced the government to abandon plans to
change meal allowances which would
have resulted in pay cuts of £10-12 per
week.

Edinhur!h and Stratllclzde

Nurses and ancillary staff in Edinburgh
and Strathclyde struck for 24 hours on 14
January against plans to privatise cleaning
and catering services,

Sailford

200 hospital workers, many nurses from
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital,
demonstrated at a Salford Area Health
Authority meeting where £1.7m cuts were
being proposed involving closure of two
wards and the admissions unit at the Child-
ren’s Hospital and refusing treatment to
children from outside the arca, ward
closures at Hop Hospital, Salford Royal,
Ladywell and Prestwich and other cuts.
The vote deadlocked at 8:8. Under pres-
sure from the demonstration the AHA
Chair refused to use his casting vote. The
issue will be rediscussed at the next AHA
meeting.

Central Manchester

Central Manchester Health Authority has
been instructed by the DHSS to make
£1.7m cuts. The Authority ‘already has
outstanding bills of £5.6m which must be
paid soon. 150 redundancies are proposed
and the Authority has said it will run out of
money to pay wages if cuts are not made,
400 stormed the Authority meeting.
NUPE, NALGO and ASTMS members
took strike action. The Authority was forc-
ed to postpone a decision.

North West Hertfordshire

IR e S = OMEYIF T ST LT T
On 8 January COHSE branch secretary
Jane Barclay-Taylor was suspended for
talking to the BBC about plans to hand
over an ex-psychiatric patients’ hostel to a
charity, On 14 January another COHSE
branch secretary, Doug Landman, was
suspended for defending Jane Barclay-
Taylor against harassment. That day there
was lightning strike action by up to 100
workers — nurses, porters, telephonists,
linen room workers, catering staff, domes-
tics and theatre workers ~at Hill End
Hospital, St Albans City and Hemel
Hempstead General Hospital. Both have

A senior family planning officer was sus-
pended for publicly criticising family
planning cuts. Protest has forced her rein-

and | earn as much as a first ;
year IIO“CG cadet.’ been reinstated.
Manchester nurse. Bath
M In 1982 black building workers show
their support for the health workers
statement.

demonstrat

ing against low pay

.
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