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Maritime Union to,Hold Seventh Convention—

.

3-Cornered Fight

By N. GADEN

NEW * YORK, Sept. 7—On Monday,
September 12, the Seventh Biennial
Convention of the National Maritime
Union will be convened in New York
City. The gavel that sounds the open-
ing of the sessions will usher in a new
stage in the struggle of organized
seamen to defend and extend the tra-
dition of militant democratic union-
ism on the waterfront.

The ¢onvention will represent the
culmination of the attempt of Joseph
Curran, president of the NMU, to
solidify his bureaucratic strangle-
hold on- the unfon by ramming
through constitutional amendments
allegedly  designed to bar so-called
“subvergives” from membership in
the union. Opposing this move are
two groups: one, the new Rank-and-
File Caucus, representing a wide
range of militant elgments; and the
other; tbe relatively small and insig:-
nificant faction of the Stalinists.

. CONVENTION BACKGROUND

The present low estate of the

" Stalinists in the NMU is a far cry

from ‘the days when they ran the
union. ¥rom the very beginnings of
the NMU until the 1947 convention,
the CP'hacks ruled the union with
a marlinspike. Every time the pages
of thé Daily Worker were graced
with a new line the CP machine in
the NMU went into high to foist
that policy on the union In thei:
men ran second to the needs ui‘ the
Kremlin, Thus, the Moscow-Washing-
ton alliance of ‘the war period and
the superpatriotic line of the CP that
went With it brought to the NMU a
period of union-shipowner collabo-
ration that undermined working con-
ditions in the industry, almost emas-
culated the fighting qualities of the
men of the: ‘waterfront, and-brought
the union to the brink of disaster.
The istrong .resentment of the ranks
of the NMU against this policy re-
flected itself In a struggle among the
piecards. Joe Curran, who up to that
time had contented himself with play-

ing the game of acey-deucey with the
hacks, now saw an opportunity to
make himself unquestioned boss of the
union. When his attempt to accomp-
lish this end by top maneuvers failed,
he found it necessary to call upon the
resources of the rank und file of the
union.

The rankeand file, onece in action,
had their own ideas about the strug-
gle, and developed a program of in-
ternal union democracy as well as
militant struggle against the ship-
owners. Under this program the
Rank and- File Caucus broke the

Looms in

NMU Around Curran

Regime °

Stalinist hold on the union at the
1947 convention, and six months
later eleaned the hacks out of office.

SCORECARD ON CURRAN

“But it must be remembered that
the Rank-and-File Caucus was not a
homogenous organization. Under its
banner gathered not only union mil-
itgnts tired of Stalinist misrule and
lookine forward to expanding the
demoeratie and economic base of the
union, but also piecard elements
sceking to enhance their own posi-

(Continued on page 4)

Ready to {:Barguin

BEVIN

Twice now a band of hooligans
has sought to break up a concert by
Paul Robeson in a picnic ground near
Peekskill, N. Y. The latest attempt
was on Sunday, September 4. They
did not succeed in breaking up the
concert, but they did succeed.in over-
{urning and stoning cars and buses,
in injuring some 140 people and gen-
erally in having a gloriously Klan-
nish day.

The issues are many, but simple:

(1) Paul Robeson is a famous singer
and an equally infamous Stalinist.
He is one of the Kremlin's loudest
public salesmen,

(2) Whether as artist or politician,
he has every right to be heard (that
is, by those who care to hear him).

(3) The interference mobilized by
the local leadership of the:American

Legion, the Veterans. of Foreign

Wars, the Catholic War Veterans and

Jewish War_Veterans, and ;partici-

pated ‘in by all the anti-Negro, anti-
Semitic riffraff of the area, is a mon-
strous and intelerable act—the more

By SUSAN GREEN

Those who think that the capitalist
government of these United States
can evolve into a protector of the
welfare of the common people must
be doing some soul-searching these
days in connection with rent control.

The 1949 law, which went into ef-
fect: A_.pl;jl 1, crippled rent control
with'-its: provision allowing both the
housing ‘expediter and local govern-
ments to deconjrol areas, and all but
murdered it with its coneession to
the landlords of 'reasonable return”
on investmenti—this latter constitut-
ing in effect a blanket rent increase.

Last' week LABOR ACTION re-
ported how the remaining life is be-
ing squeezed out of rentcontrol by
the cut in budget appropriations for
ihis purpose. The powerful real-estale
lobby, ‘not having fully succeeded in
abolishing rent ¢ontrol in law, com-
pleted its victory in the -appropria-
tions committees of Congress. This is
how our much-tooted system of
checks and balances operates—the
checks. operating against the people
and the balances tipping in favor of
the vested interests.

SLASH AFTER SLASH )

Since last week it has become more
~evident-- how ‘“streamlining control
operations and affecting every pos-
sible economy”—as Housing Expe-
diter Woods' office puts it—will af-
fect the tenants of the country,

First it must be made clear that
the newspaper reports have been giv-
ing a false picture of the extent of
the cut in appropriations for rent
control, Most reports were that the
slash was from $21,667,500 to $17,500,-
000. This is true, but the former figure

See Page 2
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Rent Control Murder Case:
Facts Point to the Guilty

decrease

already represented a drastic reduc-
tion.

The Bureau of the Budget had re-

quested . $26,750,000 .for .Expediter
Woods' office. The Senate Appropria-
tions Committee had reduced this
figure to $24,075,000. Then the Senate
itself lowered the amount to $21,667,-
500. Finally the Senate and Iouse in
conference trimmed the appropria-
tion down still further to $17,5000,-
000.
" Could we say that the progressive
in appropriations marked
the progressive influence of the real-
eslate lobby? At any rate, the “rep-
resentatives ‘'of the people,” voting all
told a $40,000,000,0000 budget, did not
vote a measly few millioh to keep up
even the pretense of rent control.

Another aspect of the cut in ap-

propriations that has been played .

down in the press is that President
(Continued on page 2)

Fascist Terrorism at Peekskill
Threatens Free Speech for All!

so as it was accomplished under the
active inspiration of local District
Attorney Fanelli and with the appar-
ent connivance of a good many “law
and order” officials.

(4) Though the Stalinists would
undoubtedly like to make it so, whal
is- NOT involved is the right of a
group to picket and protest a Stalin-
ist rally. The freedom to picket and
protest includes the freedom to pick-
et and protest Stalinist rallies.

BUT. what happened twice near
Peekskill was not a picket-line pro-
test demonstration, as it is com--
monly understood. It was an act of
fascistiec terror: incited by local re-
actionary leaders.

(5) The veterans of the area and
the inhabitants of the area generally
are not guilty of this hoodlumism, The
point is important because the man-
lpulatms of the hooligan -mob wish

~to-make-it appear that they acted for

veterans—just like that,. veterans in
general—and for thé people of the
area. L

For the second skirmish, having
threatened to mobilize ten to twenly
thousand, they could not scare up
more than a thousand—and they ap-
parenily dug deep into the cesspools

nfthe area o get that many. £l
“CP STANDS' TO"GAIN 2 g

Thal. the Stahmsts ifitend Lo wiing
every last ounce of public sympathy
from the case goes without saying.
What began as an obscure concert
and tally near Peekskill is a cause
célébre. - Again, thanks to reaction-
aries and their storm troop breed, the
peddlers of tyranny can parade as

the upholders of civil liberties. The

stomach_just naturally does a few
flip-flops. They who, in the very
words of the self-same Paul Robe-
son, would not defend freedom of
speech for Trotskyists (or, for that
matter, for anybody) now sirut in
lhe cause of civil rights.

Appeals have been made to Gov-
ernor Dewey to investigate and take
action. His investigation, if it is mov-
ing at all (Peekskill is in a substan-
tially Republican area), is moving
mighty slowly.

“The role of the state police is es-
pecially interesting. Where, in the
first attack two weeks ago, they left
the' area almost entirely free to the
hoodlums, the several hundred cops

Scientists Say Witchhunt System -

Kills Both Science

Another authoritative voice has
been raised .in defense of civil liber-

_ties from the assault of the govern-

ment purgers and witchhunters. Lat-
est blast is from a group of undoubted

Jimportance and conservatism—guar-

anteed *non-subversive—the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science. i
This, the largest and most weighty
group of scientists in the country,
two years ago appointed a special
committee to Fvestigate civil liber-
ties among scientists, and it has just
published the conclusions reached by
that committee. Some of them are:
(1) The area of secrecy on atomic
work prescribed by the government
is far larger than can possibly be
justified by considerations of security.
(2) Harsh criticism is leveled at the
government's policy of giving strict
chécks even to scientists who merely
have contact with other scienlists if

_the latter are engaged in secret op-

erations.

(3) Loyalty-board pmceduu.s come
in for a blast, especially the proce-
dures whereby in many cases a sus-

and Democracy

pect is not allowed {o disuss his case

with anyone, or keep notes on his,

hearing, or have access to a written
record.

(4) 'The president’s loyalty m'der-.

“is basically objectionable because it
seeks to determine the employee's
loyalty by inquiring into his sup-
posed thoughts and attitude, which
are cstablished in large part by im-
puting to him the beliefs of his asso-
ciates,” The commitiee says “the
present loyalty boards discharge si-
multaneously the functions of advo-
cacy and adjutation,” by acting both
as prosecutor and judge.

(5) The result? The system'acts “to
discourage participation in important
research activities closely linked to
the nation’s well-being. Scientists are
increasingly reluctant to commit their
personal and professional reputations
to those who have brought frivolous
charges against respected colleagues.”

And again:. “Secrecy is damaging
to both- science and democracy. In
both, progress and the detection of
error depend upon open discussion
and free interchange of ideas.”

who showed up for"the second con- -

cert were not as successful as you
would expect a few hundred police

{o be in restraining the reactionary .

mob. There is already abundant evi-
dence, and it has been reported in
the papers, that the attack was
planned. What is Dewey waiting for?
The situation, we repeat, is an in-
tolerable one. Fascist or reactionary
hoodlums cannot be permitted to run
rampant. Today they victimize the
Stalinists; tomorrow they spread
their activities somewhat, The Amer-
ican Legion, for exa'mple. has a long
and disreputable history in this re-
spect. The massacre at Centralia,
Wash., directed against Wobblics, is
not so distant that if{is forgotten.
The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, the
Americans for Demgeyatic Action
and other anti-Stalinisi organizations

_have _already demanded a thorough

investigation of the affair. We would
like to see every seectlon of the labor
and liberal movement respond to the
protest—to serve warning on all fas-
cist elements that their gangsterism
will not be tolerated.

Company

By E. J. McLAIN

AKRON, Aug. 30—To the shocked
“surprise” of the B. F. Goodrich Com-
pany, a strike began in ils Akron
plants at 12:01 a.m, Saturday morn-
ing, August 27. The next day Good-
rich plants in six other cities joined
in.

Local 5 of the United Rubber
Workers, the largest local in the
chain, headed by Geo. Bass, has taken
charge of the strike. About 17,000
workers from seven locals are par-
ticipating in the walkoul; 13,000 of
these work in the Akron Goodrich
plants.

The ‘strike was cal]ed in strict ob-
servance of all the legal barriers set
up by the Tafi-Hartley Law. In spite
of this, J. W. Keener, the chief nego-
tiator fore¢the company, could nol
really “believe” ‘that the union would
close the plants. However, for a com-
pany that did not know the strike
would take place, Goodrich swung
into an amazingly well prepared of-
fensive.

This strike begins a new and ex-
plosive phase in company-union re-
lations. For the first time since the
lale '30s the companies are dealing
with the unions in a downward slid-
ing economy. The huge profits that
the rubber companies have become

.

rd
Horse's Mouth

Frank talk from the Wall Street
Journal, July 29:

“‘Crisis’ strategy will be used to
get arms for Europe under the At-
lantic Pact. )

“The State Department plans new
disclosures about Russia’s war prepa-
rations. Diplomats figure another
‘Red scare’' may make reluctant legis-
lators okay the full 51,450 million
Truman asks to start arming Europe.

“Army chiefs back the diplomats.
Their stake: Getting $1 billion worth
of aging weapons sent abroad and re-
placed by up-fo-date equipment. The
navy also hopes to transfer some
mine sweepers and coastal vessels
and get new ships. .. ."

N rd

‘worker

As British Negotiators Come to Washington—

U.S. Wants Sol
Dollar Crisis b

Squeeze on Workers

By HENRY JUDD

America can no more afford to "dump the British"—

Negotiations among Americg, Engiandg and
‘Canada over the British financial crisis were
It is clear thgt much more
than economic difficulties involving England are
at stake; yet, at the same time, it is clear that
no real, long-range solution will be found.

At the best, stop-gap methods to alleviate
the tension of the present situation will be un-
dertaken. Discussions on underlymg problems
will actually be more important (it is difficult
" to imagine men like Bevin, Cripps and Acheson  lhe
participating in purely technical financiul dis-
cussions), even though no immediate proposals

bequn this week.

are likely to occur.

It is easy to become involved in a mesh of statistical
in describing the
causes of Britain's crisis (which is hardly new), but actu-
ally it is a simple matter. One might best express it in

evidence and financial complexity

the following way:

A vast, top-heavy and di:spmpoi‘tionaml share of
in terms of production, gold, re-
has found its way -

this world’'s wealth,
sources, raw materials, markets, ete.,

both nations.

unfavorable

much as our most reactionary circles would like to—than .
Britain's equally narrow and chauvinistic circles can afs’
ford to listen to the John Bull isolationist doctrine of a
Lord Beaverbrook. These circles in both nations represent

respectively the most provincial and bcchﬂcrd strata Of

In an immediate sense, the crisis of England is due to
the famous “shortage of dollars.” Before the war, Eng-
land had an annual deficit in trade amounting to $700
willien, in dollar shortage. This. deficit, however, was

-overcome by empire carnings which more than made up

for it. A favorable trade balance between England and
ils numerous colonies, dominions, ete., could overcome
balance between England and the
United States. But this has vanished.

The reality now is not only that these nations re- |
maining within the orbit of the empire (a more or less:3

formal relationship) have their own unfavorable trade

balance (i.e., dollar shortage) in relationship to Amer-
ica—this is particularly true of India and South Africa
—but the additional fact that England herself has now
an unfavorable balance witheboth the United Siates and

her colonies, dominions, ete.

into the hands of capitalist America. American capital-

ism is draining the rest of the world dry with its mono-
polistic grasp of trade, commerce and business.
process has gone on largely at the expense of England,.
former world leader, and ‘that nation is, from an ecn-
nomie standpoint, on the vérge of bankruptcy and eol-

lapse.

Can't Dump the British

But other American interests, basically political and
strategic in nature, make it impossible for American
imperialism to permit such a collapse whose conse-
quences would be far more serious than the price of
further loans -and donations. This is why the vulgar
and disgraceful kind of reattionary, anti-British taltk
which hag filled the American press for weeks (a typi-
cal expression of vicious arrogance and chauvinism
which earns the increasingly unpopular reputation held
by America throughout the world), cannot be taken too
seriously, insofar as its having any influence on reality

is concerned.

. accustomed to in the last few years

are threatened by lower gross sales,

What can they do about this? The
company has only one answer: Pro-
duction costs must come down. And
since this means more preduction per
simultaneous with a lower
hourly wage, it is necessary for the
company to launch an attack on the
principal defender of labor, the un-
ion. Goodrich, therefore, is faced with
the necessity of trying to break the
strike and weaken the union by steal-
ing back as many as possible of the
hard-won rights established in the
past ten years.

COMPANY WANTS BLOOD

Seconds after it got over the initial
“shock,” one by one the company be-
gan to bring up, for renegotiation,
points incorporated in the contract
in past years. These are gains which
the union has come to consider as
fixed and accomplished facts.

For instance, the company de-
mands:

{1) That the union agree to'a mo-
sirike pledge, reducing itself to a
policing body over the workers.

(2) That the company be given the
right to file grievances against the
union and to take such grievances to
negotiation.

(3) That overtime pay originally
granted by the War Labor Board be
taken away from the workers in some
plants.

(4) That the company be given the
right to schedule work so that some

workers may get only 24-30 hours '

while others get 48 hours.

(3) That vacation pay be withheld
from workefs whom the company
might discharge for cause.

(6) That workers be compelled to
stay at their machines for an entire
shift.

In effect, the company is saying:
Back to normal now—and that means
more speedup and less pay.

Two weeks ago Goodrich laid or‘f
about 700 men in the Akron plants.
This was intended as a slight hint
that business was not looking up in
the tire-sales department "and that
this was not a good time to strike,

This

The whole process has been reversed and England is _
bleeding at both -ends mow. This is the heart of the
Lll‘:lcs, in economie terms.

Harder Werk, More Aus*erliy

All efforts to clese up the dollar gap have n-t only
failed but actually made matters worse. The gap. at-
this moment, is widening and literally draining England

of its remaining capital resources. These reserves are
vanishing at the rate of $300 million per, amonth, and
an estimated shortage of $1% billion is~predicted. for
1949, And this in face of the fact that (1) America has

The three main demands of the
union are: a 25-cent wage increase;
a $100 a month pension retirement
plan to retire employees at the age
of 60; and an increased hospitaliza-
tion and sickness insurance plan. The
company refuses even to talk about
these demands and counters with its
own program for ‘cutting conditions.
The URW demands parallel those in
steel, but unlike Murray the rubber
union is ready to,strike for them now.

FIRST IN ELEVEN YEARS

This is the first 'authorized sirike
to take place simce 1938 among the
big four rubber companies, Good-
rich, Firestone, Goodycar and U. S.
Rubber. Under the ulira-conservative
leadership of Sherman Dalrymple
and more recently of his understudy
L. S. Buckmaster, the URW has since

loaned $6 billion since the end of the war, if we in-
clude outright loans, Marshall Plan aid, etc.; (2). Eng-
lish business and export trade have revived amagingly
and are well above pre-war levels. "
- _ The fact is that the harder the British Jmp}e have
worked, the more “austerity” ‘they "have accepted, the-
worse off has become their situation! What ig the ex-
planation for this fantastic fact?
It does not lie in one particular source (which is the
reason why there is no one drastic solution te the prob.

(Continued on page 4)

ubber Workers Strike at Goodrich;

Seelks to Smash Union Gains

the war been content to let other
industries set a pattern of Wage in-
creases and then follow beéhind.

In spite of the intra-union fight

now going on betweeén the Bass-LIdyd'-

group .and the Buckmaster-Watson-

Childs group, there now: appears to<»"
be a strong feeling of unity against :
the company by both factions. It'is.

to be hoped thht this ‘solidarity con-
tinues. The Bass forces recently de-
posed Buckmaster as president of the
international,

The possibility of a unified “strike

in the big four rubber companies—
that is, in the rubber industry as a
whole—was eliminated by Buckmas-
ter. As president last yeat he failed
to press for industry-wide bargaining
even after the adoption of such a pro-
gram by the International Policy
Committee.

Five Cents an Hour in Dixieland
Hit by Judge, Upheld by Congress

Are there workers in the Uniled
Siates being paid only FIVE CENTS
AN HOUR?

There are. It's down in black and
white in a decision handed down ‘at
the end of August by the U. S: Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Distriet.

The case was that of 2,000 “rural

homeworkers” employed by " two
Southern bag companies, the Mill-
hiser Bag Company of Richmond, Va.,
and the Chase Bag Company of
Reidsville, N. C. These super sweat-
shoppers farm out the siringing of
tobacco bags to women in their
homes,

The situation came {o light because
a Department of Labor order was
issued directing these companies to
raise their minimum pay in accord-
ance with the federal wage-hour acl.
This act, incidentally, requires a min-
imum of only 40 cents an hour, but
even this starvation rate was fought

by the Dixie baggers.

Judge J. J. Parker's decision said

of the working women; “They are
unskilled. and unorganized manual
Jaborers performing a necessary oper-
ation in the manufactire of bags and
they are paid at a rate which brings
them the ridiculously low wage of
from five to thirteen cents an hour
or their labor.”

However, before anyone cheers too
loudly about theé raise in the coolic
wage from 5 to 40 cents, it would
be pertinent to réport that only a
few weeks ago the House passed a
crippled wage-hour bill (sponsored by
the Texas Democrat Wingate Lucas)
—and “rural homeworkers” are spe-
cifically exempted from the minimum
wage safeguards in this bill!

The Senate may still knock this
exemption out. Otherwise, “freé en-
terprise” will maintain- the “demo-
cratic right” of workers to earn five
cents an hour.
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"By A. RUDZIENSKI

.~ After destroying Mikolajezyk's
. peasant. opposition, the Polish Stalin-
. ists proceeded to the complete sub-
. jugation of the Polish proletariat. The
- first step was the “fusion of the
. werkers' parties,” - preceded by the
. famous trials of the independent So-
~  cial+Democrats. The creation of the
. “united” Stalinist party of Poland,
. which repreSented totalitarian politi-
- cal chains’for the old and heroic Pol~
ish workers” imovement, was only the
preparatibn ‘for the imposition of eco-
- nomic chains.

At the last congress of the statified
trade unions, no opposition broke the
sepulchral silence after the Stalinist
~ leaders delivered their tiresome and
- boaktful speeches. The trade unions
claim 3.330,000 members out of the
4,550,000 factory and office workers
N in Poland. It would seem that 1,250,*
7 000 workérs and office ‘employees are
~ still trying to escape the control 'of

“task of this tenacious and continuing

e £ 0 Sy
“(Continued from page 1)
Truman signed the bill containing
. this shameful cut. in the rent-control
" budget. The excuse given by and for
the president is that the bill also
-contained appropriations ‘for other
departments, so he could not veto the

bill. This is a shabby excuse.
GOOD RIDDANCE?

In his campaign President Truman
pledged himself to protect the fen-
ants of the country with an adequate
‘rent-control “system. He could have
easily put the case of the slash in'ap-
propriations before the country, show-
ing that’ the action of Congress
amourits to a breach of the law, so
that he had to refer the bill back to
Congress for reconsideration off the
rent-control appropriation. At the
same time he could insist on a sep-
rate bill, making the appropriations
for -the other departments, for his
signattre. s

‘lican coalition works against the pres-

~ blamed on ‘that. It would ‘seern that
the, White House also comsiders rent
control thore ‘of @ nuisance than any-

tion. _

‘Senator- Paul Douglas, administra-
~* tion Democrat TFoin Iliriois, did make
-+ a motion to reconsider the appropria-

the motion and to bring the matter
. up hgain in January. He covered his
© ' retreat with fine fighting words: “If
in January or later I find that be-
cause of my trusting nature I have
been seduced in this matter, I shall
naturally feel it my duty to iry to
tear my seducers from stem to stern.”
He was referring to Senators who
said they would ‘favor voting addi-
tional appropriations NEXT YEAR
if the need for continued rent-con-
- * trol enforcements’still exists at that
time. neE et Tl - '
HE WASN'T RAPED
" Senator Douglas, it seems, was not
 too unwilling to be seduced. It is ob-
vious that' there'won't be too much
différence in the housing situation in
©  afew months time, but once the rent-
" contrel office is pared down to fit the
present reduced &ppropriation, very
" few Congressmen are going to see the
| need to raise the funds next year. The
' need for continlied rent-control en-
. foréement” is quite naturally going
¢ - to disappear—in Congress.
" Fitting the rent-control machinery
into the reduced appropriations al-
lowed by Congress, Expediter Woods’
_° office issued thirty-day dismissal no-
. tices to nearly 1000 employees of
seven regional offices. This will re-
duce to a non-functioning basis the
regional offices in Boston, New York,
Cleveland, Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago
and San Francisco—all heavily pop-

s
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. ployees will be cut from 5600 to
around -3000.
In the New York regional office 270

', office. has had supervisory jurisdiction
~ over all the local offices in New York,
. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware

area—handlfhig appeals for the whole
area.
Along with the dismissal of the em-
!  ployees, some 200 appeals by both
. landlords and tenants have been
. thrown ‘out of this office. If the apel-
k. lants have the means to do so, they
" are permitted to transfer their cases’
. to Washington.
! Cornicentrating all appeals in Wash-
-‘_'c\-]ington is a device for technically pre-
_‘serving the right of appeal, while ac-
. tually it will be impossible for the
 central office to handle all local ap-
| - peals within anyone’s lifetime. Among
. -the case$ thrown out of the New York
regional office was one in which the
. landlords, having asked for $15,000
| sdditional annual rent on a “hardship”
claim, received from the housing ex-
pediter $26,000, and the tenants were
" appealing rent boosts of from $20 to
" $40 monthly. .

the totalitarian unions. The principal

It is true that the Dixiecrat-Repub-

'iﬁent.;';but _everything _cannot _be

thing else, well gottén rid of by blam-
. ing ‘the Dixiéerat-Republicn coali-

tion, but then agreed to withdraw’

;:_ ulated areas. Rent-control office em- ~

- workers have been discharged. This |

: - and nﬁarylh’ﬁd‘-l'—a"\’viﬁe and populous’

economic exploitation of the workers.

WHIPPING THE SLAVES

The three - year plan of economic
reconstruction calls for a rise in pro-
duction in 1949 to the approximate
level, of ‘1939, (Agricultural produc-
tion is to reach only 80 per' cent of
the year 1939.) The planned invest-
ment of 10 billion zlotys must be ex-
tracted from the Polish workers and
peasants. The ‘authors of the three-
year plan counted on a loan of two
billion zlotys to hélp cover the neces-
sary cost of investment but now, in
.view of the impossibility of such a
loan, they ‘must also draw this addi-
tional sim from the proletariat.

Hence there is nothing strange in
the fact that the trade-union congress
serves as a whip in the hands of the
ruling bureaucracy against the beasts
of burden into which the Stalinists
have -turned the Polish people.

The ahnual tribiite of 30 to 40 mil-
lion tons '‘of doal delivered free of
charge to Rissia éould easily pay the

Rent Control —

Another -announcement. in the past
week was to the effect that rent con-
trols have been ljfted in “fringe”
areas in nine states, namely Illinois,
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan,
North Carolina, Wyoming, Vermont

"~ and West Virginia. “Fringe” areas are

presumably communities with less

than 100,000 population,

EXPEDITING DECONTROL o

It was explained by the expediter’s
office that this decontrol has nothing
to do with the cutback now in prog-
ress, but is the result of checkups
showing that rental housing demand
“has bheen reasonably met.” Expe-
diter Woods is still “studying,” or will
study when he comes from his vaca-
tion, where the further cutbacks necy
essitated by the limited appropria-
tions are to be made

However, the principle has already
been established that communities of
less than 100,000 will be decontrolled.
Whether this will also apply to the
many suburbs of New York City is
not yel clear.

Expediter Woods, against whom
protests have been made by tenants
and for whose removal the CIO has
asked, has been acting as if the cut
in oppropriations is the one oppor-
tunity He was awaiting to decontrol
more housing. He immediately called

for decontrol of one third of the areas.

then under control. ‘His legal staff
had to remind him of the formality of
complying with the law, which per-
mits decontrol only when “supply
and’ demand for housing seem to he
in balance.” From now on Woods is
going to see an awful lot of balance
between supply and demand.

POOREST ARE HIT

Woods has aroused the anger of the
CIO and other organizations for the
extent of decontrol he has ordered
since April 1 when the new law went
into effect. According to the CIO
News, since that date 1,231,740 rental

units have been deconfrolled, leaving

the temants without any -protection.

The CIO News writes: “Most of
them were hit by action of Federal
Housing Expediter Tighe Woods, act-
ing on his own initiative. Second lar-
gest nimber were effected by ‘decon-
trol votéd by city councils acting un-
der the ‘rent laws’ (local option) ‘sec-
tion.”

As pointéd out bv thé 'CIO News,
the poorest families are'“the hardest

hit. For instarice, whern dfi’ unemployed

laborer gets a rent boost 'from $15 to

$20, that $5 a month is'a stupendous

increase. And when a poor mother
supporting two children gets a rent
raise from $12 to $15, those $3 mean
food out of children's mouths and
clothes off their backs. n

The CIO has been active locally in
helping tenants. In Nebraska, for in-
stance, the CIO, veteran’s groups and
others are busy gathering signatures
to a pelition protesting a state de-
control act. If sufficient names are ob-
tained, the law will be nullified and
the question submitted to referen-
dum. i
In Chicago the CIO, again with
other organizations, is combating a
meve by landlords to obtain a general
45 per cent rent increase. The réquest,
first refused by the local_ board, is
now before the Court of Appeals. In
Los Angeles also, the Greater L. A,
CIO Council is conducting a survey

to aid in its anti-decontrol struggle

there. Thus far it has revealed il-
legal rent boosts as high as $40 a
month. £

These efforts of the CIO on behalf
of tenanis are good and should be
widely supported. However, on a na-
tional scale, neither the CIO nor the
AFL has sponsored or called for any
action either against the anti-tenant
rent law of 1949 or against the scan-
dalous congressional appropriations.

Nor has organized labor pushed its
own rent-control program, to be
fought for in opposition to the cur-
rent decontrol program, Is the leader-
ship of organized labor paralyzed by
its own support of Truman and the
Democratic Party?

| Re.

cost of the indusirial investments
covered by an international loan in
the plan, but within the system of
“popular democracy” this colonial
tribute only tightens the chains of
misery that bind the Polish proletariat
to the chariot of despotic Stalinist
imperialism,

Accordingly, the trade-union con-
gress was subjected to one long ha-
rangue ofi the need to develop a Stak-
hanovist movement in Poland as a
means of increasing the degree of
exploitations. This movement has suf-
fered grave reverses since ils initi-
ator, the miner Pestrovsky, died as a
consequence of his extreme efforts.

“The bureaucrats strive to corrupt a

stratum of the workers in order to
create thereby a new workers' aris-
tocracy. This new aristocracy will
serve as a whip in the hands of the
bureaucracy to compel the proletariat
to work harder.

To attain this goal, the trade-union
satraps are striving to eliminate all
resistance to their efforts in this di-
rection, especially on the part of the
factory delegations. These delega-
tions, created in the year 1905-06,
were organs of workers' democracy.

The delegates were elected in the
general assembly of the factory or
mine; they represented the maximum
strength of the organized and unor-
ganized workers in their struggle
against the capitalist enterprise and
the czarist and bourgeois regimes.
Furthermore, they represented the
unity of all the workers without re-
gard for political creed or union affili-

ation. It cost the Stalinists a greal -

deal of effort to subdue or destroy the

; factory delegations in Poland.
" GPU TAKES OVER

Now it seems that all resistance
has been conquered at last. The trade-
union congress recommended that
there be created “union groups” in
the factories, each headed by a
“trustworthy person.” Naturally these
“trustworthy persons” will be the
gspies and informers of the security
police.

It is only too obvious that the trade
unions have lost their main function
of defending the workers against ex-
ploitation and economic oppression
by the capitalists and  the govern-
ment, and have been {ransformed
info an economic whip in the hands
of the totalitarian Stalinist bureau-
cracy. :

In accqrdance with their new func-
tion, the leading cadre of the trade
unions has been changed. The old
general secretaries, Sikorski and Wi-
tasZewski, old Communist militants,
have 'been changed for a’ Ciwik, a po-
liceman absolutely loyal to the GPU
and the “Bezpieka,” the “security po-
lice."”

A'gzifnst such measures the prole-
fariat has no defense. Its basic wage,
as in other East European countries,
has practically disappeared. The
“slave wage” oscillates between 10,-
000 and 20,000 zlotys ($8 to $15), not
even enough to buy a good pair of
shoes. 'With the abolilion of ration=
ing, the workers are at the mercy
of “overtime,” of “records” and other
super-capitalist measures of exploi-
‘tatilon.
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With the disappearance of the basic
wage, piecework has taken the place
of. the hourly wage. Driven by the
whip of hunger, the worker labors
like a beast. The complaint of a de-
cline in prodyctivity is very frequent

"_on the part of the “workers’ leaders.”

CP MARKS TIME
The offensive against the peasantry

which was announced in the course

of the campaign against Gomulka's
‘nationalist deviation” has been tem-
porarily abated, it seems, until Rus-
sia’'s difficulties with Tito and simi-
lar phenomena in the Russian-domi-
nated area are straightened out.

The vice - premier, Hilary Mine,

considered the next victim of the

“nationalist deviation,” seems to have
succeeded in saving his position dur-
ing his recent and prolonged visit to
Moscow. It would also appear that
he succeeded in persuading Stalin to
delay “collectivization” in the Polish
countryside until Russia’s interna-
tional difficulties are smoodthed out,
and a technical basis for the produc-
tion of tractors for agricultural use
is created in Polish industry.

The Stalinist “kulturkampf” against
the Catholic Church does not have
the strength-it- has in -Hungary or
Czechoslovakia. -The. regime is pro-
_ceeding with much ‘care, fearful of
provoking a désperate resistance on
the part of the peasant masses and
the petty bourgéoisie of the city. It
seems to be l,ryinfsg to win them over
to neutrality while it unfolds its eco-
nomic offensize against the industrial
proletariat.

POLISH TITOISM?

In exile, the London Polish govern-
ment has lost the remnants of its
prestige, dominated by the “Pilsud-
ski camp.” The newly created “Na-
tional Council,” an attempt to create
a Parliament in exile, does not have
the support of the main political ten-
dencies; its ‘“patriotic” harangues
echo in a void. The National-Demo-
cratic Party, the main force of the
bourgeois Right, has withdrawn from
the government and seeks an under-
standing. with the Democratic Alli-
ance of ithe Polish  Socialist Party
(PPS) and Mikolajczyk.

The leader of the bourgeois Right,
Bielecki, in the course of his visit to
the TUniled States, learned that he
could not count on the support of the
U. S. State Department against Miko-
lajezyk. The Americans offered him
nothing specific but were greatly in-
terested in the possibility ‘'of Polish
“Titoism.”

But, according to Bielecki, the geo-
graphic conditions make Polish “Tito-
ism” impossible. Besides, the Dbitter
cxperience of the Polish people in
the resistance and the 'w'a-rsa.w insur-
rection have stripped them of any
desire. to struggle in exchange for the
empty promises of thé Anglo-Amer-
ican imperialists, At the present time,
the Polish Right is not in a position
to offer the Polish workers' blood on
the American market,

In addition, the Americans do not
believe in the influence of the “Pil-
sudskyists” or the Nationalist Right;
they prefer to come to an understand-
ing with Mikolajezyk and the D.cmo-

Last Gall for Customers:

Summer Camp Starts on

The Soéialist ‘Youth League sum-
mer camp, under the direction of the
Chicago unit, will gpen in Genoa
City, Wis,, on Sunday afternoon, Sep-
tember 11. The camp will last for
one week, ending on the afterncon of
September 18,

The Chicago SYL has made detailed
provisions for the educational and
social facilities at the camp. In the
way of education life, a- number of
classes, round-table discussions and
lectures will be held. -

Max Shachtman, national chairman
of the Independent Socialist League,
will give a six-session ‘class on
“Marxism and War.” Each session
will be held in the morning and will
include lectures and discussions on
Marxism and the national wars of
the nineteenth century; theory of
modern imperialism and Stalinist im-
perialism. )

In addition to leading this class,
Comrade Shachtman will deliver a
“Report on Europe” and lecture on
“Lessons of the Russian Revolution.”

Comrade Hal Draper, editor of
LABOR ACTION, will also be at the
camp for the entire week and will
lead a number of discussions and
participate in the lecture series.

Some of the other educational fea-
tures of the camp will be a lecture
by Jerzy Gliksman, author of “Tell
the West,” who will give an account
of his experiences in a Russian slave-
labor camp; a symposium on the “Po-
litical Perspectives of the American
Labor Movement” which will include
talks by B. J. Widick, co-author of
the recent book, “The UAW and Wal-

cratic Alliance, and better still, to
come to an agreement with a Polish
secessionist “Tito” movement. There
is much - criticism of the American
State Department in the Polish
rightist press, and many warnings
against American illusions regarding
the political possibilities of Tito in
Yugoslavia and Mao in China,

REALIGNMENT FORMING

. The democratic opposition of the
PPS and Mikolajezyk's Populists at-
tracts to its Alliance not only the
Christian-Socialists of Popiel, but is
also negotiating with Bielecki in or-
der to arrive at an understanding
with dhe four principal Polish parties,
leaving the government-in-exile com-
pletely out of the picture. Mikelaj-
‘ezyk's organ in Paris has come out
clearly for the creation of a national
committee which would completely
displace the moribund exile govern-
ment -in London,

Until recently, the PPS, the main

force of the Democratic Alliance; re-:

fused to take such a step, but the re-
cent congress of the party in Britain
approved a resolulion which states
the necessity of giving new political
representation t{o all the main politi-
cal tendencies in the national life. If
this should happen, the present gov-
ernment-in-exile would lose its al-
ready dwindling importance.

Naturally the recognition by Amer-
ica and England of a new Polish po-
litical representation depends on the
international  situation, especially
witr regard to the U. S. attitude to-
ward Russia.

ter Reuther,” and Sid Lens, author of
the book on labor, “Left, Right and
Center,” <

I'ULL WEEK AHEAD

Aside from the educational pro-
gram, there are all the usual athletic
and social facilities of a summer
camp. There will be dancing for the
terpsichoreans and the Rathskeller
for those who prefer their evening
hrew. For our athletically inclined
friends there will be a baseball dia-
mond, bowling alleys, football, ete.

On the more or less cultural side
there will be movies, good (and bad)
music, singing, and the inimitable
Chicago SYL Theater Group. For the
gourmet there will be the best Ger-
man-style cooking.

All this and more too for the very
reasonable price of $25. The camp is
not being' run as a profit-making af-
fair—that should be obvious. On the
contrary, the camp is designed to
provide a cheap but full week for
all members and friends of the SYL
and ISL.

For those who can make the camp

L ]

SYL's
the 11th

for only a day or two there will be
a special daily rate. The camp will’
be climaxed by a weekend jamboree
-—from Friday, September 18, to
Sunday, September 18. During their
period there will be a happy concen-
tration of planned social and educa-
tional activities.

During ¢his weekend Comrade
Shachtman will hold the last session
of his class and deliver his “Report
on Europe”; there will be an Olym-
pian sports festival and a GRUDGE
baseball game between the ISL and
SYL; the symposium on “Political
Perspectives of the American Labor
Movement” will be held; and ot to
be left out will be a presentation by "
the SYL Little Theater Group, '

The cost per person for the week-
end fits the worker's pocket, as is
the case for the entire week at camp.
The price per adult from Friday eve-
'ning through Sunday afterrioon is
$7.50. There are specially -reduced
rates for children. <

For important details about the
camp, read the box below carefully.

Here's Info for SYL Summer Camp l

What do | do when | reach Chicago?

 EVERYONE SHOULD CALL BARRY WHEN HE ARRIVES IN
CHICAGO (DO. 3-4644) for information or a possible ride to the camp.
If you intend to reach Chicago before Sunday, Sept. 11, let us know 'in_ ad-

vance and we will arrange sleeping quarters for you. If

Sunday, call Karl at Dickens 2-0726.
How do | get to the camp?

The name of the camp is THE RECREATION CAMP, Genoa City, Wis-
consin. It is fifty miles from Chicago, and two miles over the Illinois state
border. There are several ways to get there: R

(a) You can hitch-hike. Pick up highway 12 (U. 8.) and take it directly
to the camp. U. 8. 12 is the Outer Drive and Milwaukee Ave. in the eity;
you may, if you wish, take a trolley to the end of Milwaukee Ave. One half-
mile beyond (N. W.}, Genoa City, Wisconsin, on route 12, there is a neon
sign that reads RECREATION CAMP. This is it!

(b) You can go by bus ($3.45 round trip). The Greyhound leaves Chi-

cago at 1:10, 5:30 and 8:00 P. M. Call the RECREATION CAMP when you
reach Genoa City, and we will pick you up. :

(c) If yout are a lucky dog and arrive in Chicago early on Sunday there
is a possibility of getting a ride straight there,

Tt ”!ﬂ' mﬂa.n;l “-_“

By JOE ROAN

This week I would like to quote in.,

full a letter recently received. from:
our old friend J. H. in Seattle. He
writes as follows:

“Dear Comrade:

“Here are two more subscriptions
to LABOR ACTION.

“May I make a suggestion in regard
to passing on copies that I have fin-
ished reading? I never waste a Single
copy; when I am done reading it I
g;lt a blue pencil mark in the form
of a half circle over the top of what
I consider the most attractive article;
then I put it in my pocket when I
ride to work in the morning, When 1

get off the bus I leave it on my seat.
During the day some other passenger
is almost certain to pick it up and
start reading, thinking it is part of
one of ‘the capitalist dailies. Or the
bus cleaners at night will have to pick
it up. Before they lay it down again
it may shed a few rays of light in
this capitalist darkneéss, Why not pass
the idea along so that others may go
and do likewise?

“Yours for socialism, =
‘SJ' H"’

The idea is recoﬁ‘:mended fo all
LABOR ACTION readers. And send
in your own ideas.

Israeli Policy
To the Editor:

In his August 15 article in LABOR
ACTION, Al Findley criticizes the
Israeli government for resorting to
diplomatic maneuvers in its search
for peace instead of “appealing to the
Arab masses for an immediate alli-
ance,” and also for failing to follow
a policy which would “awaken the
Near East by a proposal for a Peo-
ple’'s Federation of the Near East.”
I wish to make the following com-
ment on this eriticism:

- Viewed abstractly, propaganda for
the unity of various nations is always
in order. But, at any particular point
in history, to convert this intp the
central content of a political program
may be several hundred miles off the
beam. Whether unity between na-
tions is possible or not depends,

- upon whether each is willing to ac-

cord the status of equality to the
others (this does NOT mean major-
ity rule; it means above all the right
of the weaker nation to set up its
own state in complete disregard of
the wishes of the stronger nation).
Without this there may be unity by
conguest or oppression, but under no

cireumstances ' is voluntary unity
even conceivable. .
Essentially this was our guiding

concept during the war, and the jone
that we still follow. After the initial
German successes, we relégatdd the
slogan of a United States of Europe
to the background for we recognized
that before unity was possible the
various peoples of Europe first had
the task of attaining their independ-
ence and equality with their German
masters. During this period, there-
fore, in spite of the people’'s desire ,
for peace, only those slogans caught

of Lelor

fire that revolved around the move-

. ments of national resistance.

It might be pointed out that even
at this time, had there been a power-
ful underground movement in Ger-
many, the slogan of a United States
of Europe would have retained all its
immediate validity in that nation, for
Germany not only had its own inde-
pendence but could offer equality to
other nations as a basis for unity.

For the same reason, after the war
it became possible, to pose the ques-
tion of a united Western Europe in
the former Allied states; but in Ger-
many only those slogans had vitality
that were aimed at the regaining of
independence. The initiative for unit-
ing Western Europe must come from
the victorious states; it cannot pos-
sibly come {from Germany, which
must first of all re-establish its inde-
pendence.

SEES ATTACK COMING
Israel was born last year in the

.midst of a war. But the independence

of this state is still far from secure;
the Arabs have not yet admitted the
Jews, the pariahs of the Wesiern
world, to equality with themselves.
All of them, with Egypt in the lead,
are undertaking armaments programs
which, for the Near East, are tre-
mendous. Britain has resumed ship-
ping arms into the region; in Egypt
a radio regularly calls for a new war
to push the Jews into the sea; and
perhaps most ominous of all are the
persistent reports that Arabs of mll
classes live in fear of “Jewish ex-
pansionism.”

Since there is not an iota of evi?
dence to indicate such expansionism,
or even any tendency toward it, this
“fear” can be interpreted only as be-
ing of the same nature as that exhib-

ited by Russia toward Finland, or by
Mussolini toward Ethiopia—i.e., it is
a justification for a new attack upon
Israel when the time is ripe for it.

Under these circumstances it is a
mistake to believe that the Jews
could initiate a movement for the
federation of the Near East on the
basis of equality, since equality is
precisely what the Arabs wish to
deny to them.

All slogans in Israel must still re-
volve around the safeguarding of in-
dependence. The policy of unity is,
of course, excellent, but the lead for
it must of necessity come from the
Arabs, who are stronger -and whose
independence is not threatened. (Of
course, the analogy with Germany
breaks down in that an independent.
Israel constitutes no threat to the
minorities within its borders, or to
its neighbors.)

But there are even more fundamen-
tal reasons why Comrade Findley's
course is not feasible in Israel. Lenin
pointed out that theoretically, even
after the victory of socialism, there
would remain some small and back-
ward nations that would refuse to
join the others, but would insist upon
an independent national existence.
One reason for this is that historically
these peoples’ weakness had been ex-
ploited by their more powerful neigh-
bors, and it would take a long pe-
riod of patience, understanding and
help before they could be persuaded
voluntarily to give up their own
states. '

The second, and more profound,
reason is that these people, who had
been deprived of the right to creative-
ness in politics, who had not had ex-
perience in building their own state,
now wish to. experiment with their
new-found freedom, to create new

and diverse forms of democracy; they '

do not wish simply to repeat. the
forms already invented for them by
the “superior” peoples. !

Both these considerations apply a
hundred times over for the Jews to-
day. They are not a backward people,
but their experiences for the past
2,000 years, and especially in this
century, have hardly been such as
{o inspire them with confidence in
the benevolence of more powerful
nations. It should not be forgotten
that it is hardly a year since the
most powerful voice in Arab Pales-
line, that of the Mufti, was calling
for the extermination of all Jews.

But even more significant are the
universal reports from Israel about
the inordinate pride of the people
in their state, and their happiness
simply because of its existence, re-
gardless of the difficult conditions in
the country. The meaning of this
state of mind lies, of course, in the
fact that after 2,000 years this pariah
and reviled nation has at last fought
its way to an uncertain equality with
ils superiors, and the people have
taken to experimentation in new and
unique forms of democracy as though
wishing to feel their- new freedom
with their own hands. Today' there
is a greater flourishing of democratic
forms in 'Israel than in any other
spot in the world,

It is probably no exaggeration to
say that, if by some miracle social-
ism were established throughout the
world overnight, the Jews would bhe
among the last, rather than among
the first, to give up their state,

BASIS FOR POLICY

Only a few sentences are reguired
to consider the counterposing of an
appeal for peace to the Arab people

o 0 0 p |

as against a course based on the at- -
titudes of the present govgrnments..,

Such a policy would be analogous to
advising Finland or Norway to ignore
the attitude of the Russian govern-
ment and instead to appeal to the
peaceful desires of the 'Rl._rjssiii‘n
masses. No doubt the sentifments of
the Russians toward the Finns are

friendly and peaceful enough; but

when the tanks start rolling they will
be manned, not by the Russian “peo-
ple” but by soldiers in the army of '
the Russian government,

_ Similarly, although we cannot know.
it _seems rather unlikely that the
shipments of British arms are going
to the Arab masses; it is moré prob-
able that they are going to the gov-
ernments. Of course the present re-
gimes may be overthrown, but the
timing and direction of such “an up=
heaval will be determined by local
Ayah conditions, influenced by world-
wide forces, in which the actions of
the Jews will play anything_ but a

controlling role. For the Tsraeli gov- -
. ernment to base its policy today upon

such a futql‘e upheaval means for it
to base its existence, simply and
purely, upon chance,

As for the proposed treaty with
France, it is not clear whether Find-
ley’s criticism is meant to be princi-
pled or only tactical in nature. Clear-
ly, howevér, the government of any
small nation has a perfect right to
e_nter into a pact with the U. S., Rus-
sia, Tibet, the municipality of Ham-
Framck,_ or the Brooklyn Db{igérs if
it believes that doing so wi]l'help' in
some measure to secure its indepen-
dgl}ce, Criticism on this storé is le-
gitimate only if it is based on a pure-
ly practical, tactical l6vel.

L. SHIELDS
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Three Lines “on Tito:

£

Footnotes on olitics

By HAL DRAPER

With no new developments of importance in the Yugoslav-Russian tug
of war this week, we take time out to observe some fringe effects of the Tito-
Stalin struggle as reflected .in radical polities in this country. Served up for
observation will be ohe 'Stalinist, one Social Democrat and a couple of
Martians,

Ainong the three we will see three liies—or rather, two lines and a
corkserew. In the Stalinist line we will observe a slight wiggle; in the Social-
Democratic line, we will note a U-turn that would be illegal in almost any
heavy traffic zone; and as for the Martian corkscrew—only a hopped-up
hyperatomm encephalograph could follow its cohvolutions adequately.

The general Stalinist line on Tito and Titoish requires no expomt:on at
this late date, not at least by us. What is news of a sort is that we are in a
positign to put the finger oh an American deviationist in the highest circles
of the ‘Daily Worker—its foreign editor, no less.

Stdarobin Slips a Cog

On September 2, the N. Y. Daily Compass carried a debate on Tito vs.
Stalin-between-Joseph Starobin, the aforesaid foreign editor, and the Yugo-
slav minister of information, each contributing an article for his side.
Starobin’s apclogia does not add any more light on the subject than he is
paid to do, but it contains an intexesting Freudian slip straight out of the
clinie. He begins his article by saying that the Tito-Stalin fight “is ceasmg
to be a family affair.” .

This may not strike the casual reader as an offense against the Workers'
Fatherland, but it happens to be both a deviation from the Comlnform Iine
and an interesting revelation of the state of mind within the Stalinist qlove-
ment on Tito. As far as the Cominform is concerned, Titoism ceased fo be a
""family affair'' over a year ago. .

That terin “;family affair” has been mdely used to refer to the struggle,
but not by the Stalinists. For what it meant was that Tito vs. Stalin was a
struggle within the ‘Btalinist family—that is, a struggle between Stalinists,
a struggle within the world of the “popular democracies.” But almost from
the start of the break, the fulminations from the Cominform press and radio
in the East Eur ope <;i;n:ellltew. read Tito out of the family, expelled him from
their “socialist wmld ca]led him a “Trotskyite’” and—soon after—an agent
of imperialism,

All the imprecations of their controlled papers and airwaves, however,
could not eradicate the underlying sympathy for Tito held among even
bureaucratic circles in the other satellites—who only wish that they were
in a position to follow his example. In spite of all, in spite of the Cominform’s
excommunication with bell, book and candle, Tito has beén regarded even

_behind the Iron Curtain precisely as a member of the family who has strayed
or gone too far, but they havé not believed the charge that he has gone over
to Western impetialisin.

That charge has been dinned by the Commfmmers for over a year, but
Starobin, fD!‘E]g‘ﬂ editor of the Daily Worker, writes: “ceasing to be a family
affair” only now.

- Yugoslavs Rejoin "Civilization"

Our Social Democratic subject is William E. Bohn, editor of the New
Leader, whose column of September 3 in that organ of social-octogenerianism
marks a turn that was as inevitable as anything is in this world of uncer-
tainty. Yesterday Tito was a totalitarian dictator who obeyed Stalin’s orders.
Today Tito is a totalitarian dictator who does not.obey Stalin’s orders. The
Social Democrat hauls out his bucket of gilt paint and sets to work.

To support Tito as against Moscow’s drive to crush Yugoslav national
independence js one thing. To whitewash him is another. Independent So-
cialists were qh;ieuwﬂlmg' to give military support even to a hangman like
Chiang Kai-shek -4 ‘against Japan’s pre-World-War-II assault on China’s
national independt ice. But we are not prepared to gild totalitarian dictators
merely becausé of ‘& ew_lineup in’the imperialist world’s cold war.

Bohn has just discbvered that the Yugoslavs are a “civilized people.” He
found it out listening o a '{ugoslov delegate at a UN talkfest on conservation
of resources. The state of Yugoslav civilization was demonstrated to him by
two foois- {1} "I have often ‘heard Yugoslav delegctos make their speeches,
Heretofore they have always followed the Russian lead.” Now, you see, they
don't. (2) The Russidhs boycofhﬂ! this particular I.IH group. The Yuqonlo\rs
didn't. They sent o delegate who, Bohn admiringly points out, was handsome
and spoke excellent French. "And, affer all, he was there. He was saying to
the Western wqud-—and moidenfolly. o ‘the Russian: Weé Yugoslqvs are civil-
ized people and we belong 'here with the civilized men of the West."

Pclish, Czech, Rumanian and Bulgarian delegates. presumably, can be
neéither handsome, polylingual not civilized, or if they are, it certainly is not
worth mentioning. It takes a break with Stalin to bring out the gilt objectives.

We expect to see Tifo deseribed as the George Washington of Yugoslavia
in any number of publications from the New Leader to the Saturday Eve-
ning Post.

-
Amazing Story

Anyone not aware that the Martians are organized in the United States
has been understandably neglectful of a weekly called The Militant, which
speaks for the Socialist Workers Party, a front organization for the Martian
underground, Any oversoph:st;cated reader who tends to he skeptical about
interplanetary connections is simply ignorant of this group’s “line” (excuse
the expression) on the Tito question. There is no doubt at all that it is out
of this world.

The savants of this trlbe, viewing the Tito-Stalin fight from their own
canals, have issued accounts which we here translltel ate as closely as our
knowledge of their language permits.

It must first be firmly fixed in mind that in their view Russia is a work-

_ers' state—degenerated, to be sure, under Stalin’s counter- revolutionary
rule, but still a workers’ state in essence because it is still based on nation-
alized economy. In thi§ workers’ state, the workers themselves are in chains
and have no rights—it is, in fact, a prison for the working class—but in spite
of all, this enslaved working class is the ruling class of the prison state,
ruling over their wardens because the cell blocks are collective property.

Yugoslavia, .on_the other hand, they have concluswoly proved from tele-
scopic phofogrophs to be a copi?olfse state. Not an old- fos'binned kind of
capitalist state, naturally! Yygoslavia is a oopijohsi state in whl:h the over-
whelming percentage of industry is nationalized. Doesn't this ,moke 11 a workers"
state like Russia? No, because there are two slwow:h-boﬂ'ling plon!s in Bel-
grade which are still not nationalized; so all we can say is that it is an ex-
cellent example of bureouoroﬁc state capitalism, by no means to be confused
with the genuine degeneroi‘ed article.

All this is clear cnough to anyone heavﬂy influenced by the abovemen-
tioned slivovich, Russia, as a workers’ state, is' to be defended in war. Our
Martians in 1939 were for her defense against Finland and also for her de-
fense against the rapacious assault launched against her by Poland as a
result of the Stalin-Hitler pact. It was 4 matter of defending a workérs’
state against a capitalist state, and who could boggle, let alone palter?

Now this workers’ state is in a tug-of-war with Tito’s undegenerated
capltahst state, and Martian ahkoon M. Bartell (aceordmg to. The Militant
for September 5) declares that “we are not neutral in this fight.” Naturally.
They support . . . Tito.

They suppori Tlio. totalitarian head of the buroou:rol-ic copiioluf sfol'e.
against the country where the worhlnq ‘class is still the rulmg class "at bottom."
Reason? George Clarke in the same issue explains Moscow s seelnng "the
subjection and plundering of small nations.” Russia is a BIG workers' state;
Yugosluvio is a SMALL copifollsf state (obviously much smaller than Finland):
anyone can see the necessary ‘conclusion,

The ‘same Clarke says that the Yugoslav crisis reveals Stalin’s “terror,
purges and mass murder against its opponénts on the left, against opposition
in the workers’ movement . .."” (Our emphasis.) The Yugoslav-capitalist”
leaders are to the left of the Russian workers’ state. .. . Tito i% a Stalinist
too, and Clarke is for the defense of Russia, but not for the defense of

Russia against capitalist states led by Stalinists. . Clarke’s tribe has
called for unity between the Fourth International and Tito’'s CP, but is
against unity with Stalin'¢ CP, even though Tito’s CP has not yet natmnﬂ‘l-
ized those slivovich plants. . . . Tito is addressed as “comrade” while Stalin
is a “butcher.”

* Ho, my space shlp" Blast off, Buck!

\
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Promotion

By EUGENE MARTEL

The virtually unanimous and bi-
partisan confirmation in the Senate
of Tom Clark's advancement from
attorney general to the Supreme
Court, on Truman’s nomination, ef-
fectively demonstrates the bipartisan
contempt these parties have for the
democratic rights of the American
people and the affinity they feel for
the most obnoxious symbol of the
witchhunt in America today.

The least thz.t can be said about
the Clark appointment is that an in-
competent crony of Truman’s has
been given the ‘highest post open to
the holder of a law degree—Clark’s

. sole knuwn qualification for sitting

on the top bench of the nation. But
one need only recall h:s da.mmng
four-year record as attorney genera,l
to get the full mgmﬁca.nce of the
1ppomtment

(1) Strikebreaker: It was during
Clark’s regime that the Department
of Justice. reinstituted ‘“government
by injunction” in its successful at-
tempt to break three great strikes,
two against the United Mine Work-
ers, one against the railroad workers.
Clark here acted as Truman’s faith-
ful right hand.

STARTED BLACKLIST SYSTEM

(2) Witchhunter: Again it was
Clark who, via the Department of
Justice, #Mitiated the infamous ‘“loy-
alty purges” with its oaths and vast
army of FBI agents who, using the
threat of defamation and firing, are
in the process of terrorizing over two
million government employees. It is
Clark who also bears full responsi-
bility for the hysterical spy trials and
the vast FBI network’ of spies and
informers within the labor and politi-
cal movements which the trials have
revealed. p

(3) Totalitarian: It was Clark whe,
as attorney general, published his
“subversive” . list—an outrageous po-
litical blacklist which links, without
distinguishing between them, genu-
inely socialist organizations with fas-
cist and Stalinist fronts. Clark firr-
ther denied .these orgamza,tmns m-
forma,tion concerning what c}'larges
were bronght against them, who eon-
ferred the charges, what evidence
supportmg the charges exists or any
chance to refute the charges and
there'by get off the list. Furthermore,
membership in these so-called “sufp-
versive” orgamzatwns has been used
as- a. pretext for ﬁrmg workers from
government and ‘other jobs.

(4) Bigot: Clark has also been re-
sponsible for the persecution and de-
portation of the foreign-born. By sup-
porting the reactionary .concept that
aliens are an inferior lot and should
be denied rights enjoyed by citizens,
Clark- shows that he is no different
from his Southern ecronies who make
similar false distinctions based on
color and religion.

All this is in contrast to his policy
of doing nothing when it comes to
seriously prosecuting the trusts or
putting an arrogant KKK in its place;

. sible for the conduct of the trial af-

_tinuation of the trial.

In addition “to these, his widély"
known and openly defended activi-
ties, are a number of lesser known
deals which have scraped the slimy
bottom of the barrel of corruption.

For example, there is the Case of
the Missing Report. In 1934, Tom
Clark’s law associate, William Mec-
Graw, was elected attorney general
of Texas. In three years’ time Clark’s
income from his law firm rose from
$12,000 to $70,000 a year.

made a detestable dﬁl with Lairgm
50 as not to continue the prosecutldn
of the Nazis, Langer is now covering
up for Clark.

MISSOURI SCANDAL

And finally there is the Axtell af-
fair:

Enos A. Axtell, favored Truman-
Pendergast candidate, won the Dem-
ocratic nomination to Congress is
1946 for the Fifth Congréssional Dis-
trict of Missouri against a candidate
whom Txuman had sworn to purge.
Subsequent mvesugatl ons of the elec-
tion indicated extensive fraud. and
voting vielations. This forced an in-
quiry by a Senate judiciary subcom-

" mittee which found indications of
gross election irregularities. It was
up to Clark to investigate.
- Instead, as a result of several man-
euvers, he succeeded in whitewash-
ing the whole affairs. However, local
pressure forced a Jackson County,
Mo., grand jury to investigate, On
May 27 the grand jury indicted 71
persons, at the same time finding
“miscounts of shocking proportions”
and requested that the Department
of Justice and the FBI enter the in-
vestigation.

. Clark did ‘npthing that day. That
“night, the vaults at the electmn com-
mission oﬁice were blown open a.nd
all voting records of the election
stolen. The next day, a.day too late,
Clark ordered a thorough mveﬁtlga-
tion. .Everything here poinis to
Clark’s covering up of his boss ‘I‘ru-
man and Truman'’s pal, Pendergast.

That the Republicans have not
jumped on this for political propa-
ganda is indicative of the extent to
which they themselves are involved
in their own corruption. The two boss
parties are mutually afraid of expos-
ing themselves before the American
people.

Organized labor was the only force
capable or powerful enough to have
fought Clark; yet with the exception
of the United Mine Workers, the top
leadership of the AFL and CIO ac-
tively supported Clark. The reform-
ist labor leadership, in their preoccu-.
pation - with playing tag with the
“progressive” capitalist politicians,
find themselves supporting the strike-
breaking Tom Clark for the Supreme
Court, Only the labor movement can
suffer from this.

BIPARTISAN WHITEWASH

A commitiee of the Texas Senate
investigated this. However, no one
seems to know the whereabouts of
the report. During a subsequent in-
investigation, the investigator was
told that the only copy of the report
must have been “lost, stolen or de-
stroyed.” Clark did everything he
could to impede the committee’s in-
vestigation. When the missing report
was mentioned before the Senate Ju-.
diciary Committee, Senator Langer
cut the inquiry short, stating, that the
committee had investigated Clark
kefore '1945 when Clark was named
attorney general, and that Clark had
submitted financial statistics con-
tradicting and therefore by invalidat-
ing the Texas charges.

The facts, are, however, that there
was no public hearing concerning
Clark in 1945, that Clark was the
oply witness (heard in executive ses-
sion), that there is no transcript of
his testimony and that the Texas
charges were not transcribed in the
committee’s report to the Senate.

This has all the earmarks of a_bi-
partisan whitewash io cover up not
only some of Clark's dirt but alsu
some that the Republicans might
have left lying around. There are
indications that Senator Langer is
covermg up a previous deal ‘between
himself and Clark made during the
wartime sedition trial of American
Nazis, This deal between Langer and
Clark, who at that time was respon-

ter the death of the trial judge, Chief
Justige Eicher, resulted in a discon-

It is significant that ™ James J:
Loughlin, the Nazis’ defense .counsel
in 1945, endorsed Clark of the Su-
preme Court at the hearings.

All the facts indicate that Clark

| Clarks eir for Thought-Contro

Tom Clalk’q successor- as’ chtef mtchhunter may not be any_ 1mp1‘ove-
ment—if anyone still ‘expects ‘much from any Truman appointee to the
office of ‘attorney general,

It was J. Howard ‘\IcGrath new attorney p:cncral and then a_senator,
who recently inserted in the Congreqmonal Record, with a laudatory com-
ment, a speech by Father Guthrie, president of Georgetown University, which
more or less called for “ opmlon contrul” by the government.

Asserting that a bureau’te control opinion may be necessary, Father
Guthrie had said that "the state's thinking in this matter Iopuuon controll is
much sounder than that of the resentful individual whose opinion is canfrolled."

The Japanese had a word for it too—"‘thought control”—and opinion
control is right up the alley of the Catholic hierarchy, but up to now it’s been
officially un-American. Truman's new purge specialist seems to like the idea.

Cop Dons the Hood—No Change

KKK Gets New Race-Hate Merchant

By BILL HICKMAN

The Ku Klux Klan has a new chief.

Dr. Samuel Green, for years head
of the Klan, a man who spewed forth
his race-hate filth as “imperial wiz-
ard” of the “Georgia association of
klans” since the war, is dead, we are
happy to report. Not that this means
anything in the way of a change in
this band of fascist thugs. Green
has been succeeded by a man well
qualified for the job.

He is Sa.m W. Roper, a former chief
of police and formerly head of the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation. Fer

W. Roper was chief of pohce in a
Southern town. .

But more than that, this man was
formerly head of the Georgia Bureau
of, Investigation. This is the same
Georgia Bureau of Investigation that
was supposed to make it unnecessary
for federal authorities to
in any prosecution of Ku Klux Klan
activities. Remember?

When it was suggested that the
FBI investigate some of the fascist
maraudings and killings of the Klan
in Georgia, the Southern senators
began to snort that the Georgia Bu-
reau of Investigation would handle
it. Now the chief of this bureau be-
comes’ chief of the Klan. If that is a

those who have spent hme aronnd
Southern towns, that recommenda-
tion is elogquent. The local police and
deputies are always the ones who
have merited the admiration of the
white flotsam by having the most
Negro beatings to their credit.

More than police anywhere else,
the Southern deputy and marshal is
selected for his excess of beef, his
sadistic, aggressiveness and his gen-
eral lack of intellect. Candidates who
possess _all thé above quahﬁcamms
are in sufficient abundance to cause
only those who are of surpassingly
brutal ignorancek to be chosen. Sam
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kind of ironic joke, one may rest as-
sured it is no joke for the Southern
Negro who is forced to live under
the club and. gun of this type of ver-
min.

“ANTI-SUBVERSIVE” TOO

Roper began his term as the exalted
head barbarian by declaring that the
KKK would “cooperate” with law en-
forcement agencies in “suppressing
subversive activities.,” That means
anyone who is opposed to lynching
and Klan terrorism, Just by way of
reassuring anyone who might doubt
his qualifications, he went on to say:
“My 29 years as a law-enforcement
officer has given me wide experience
in that field.” You may take it as
good coin that Roper knows whereof
he speaks in relation to that point.

At the same time comes news of
the formation of a “new Ku Klux
Klan organization in Montgomery,
Ala’” The Imperial Wizard of this
newly formed social abscess is a fa-
natical illiterate by the name of Ly-
curgus Spinks. Lycurgus was a can-
didate . for govérnor of Mississippi in
the last election there but lost out
to a “better” man.

So—if you can't be. governor of
Mississippi or chief of police, there's
always the Ku Klux Klan. Our fin-
est Southern gentlemen hold all such
- posts interchangeably.

Students 25 cents .
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Uﬂw and Reulller

'NEw ooox BY HOWE AND. WIDICK
ON AUTO UNION HAILED BY chmc's ‘

For’ all who are interested in the American labor movement, orie; of the
most important books of recent years was published last week It is The
UAW and Walter Reuther, issued by Random House. The 310—page book,
written jointly by Irving Howe and B. J. Widiek, sells for $3.00. It is thor-
oughly documented and contains first-hand material found nowhere else.

Initial reviews of the book have been very laudatory. In the September

» issue. of the Atlantic Monthly, Harvey Breit writes:

“The book itself has an excellent logic: its authors begm with a brief,
compact sociological history of Detroit, which amounts to a settmg of the
stage; the drama is then produced and the reader witnesses a series of sig-
nificant actions—the struggles against Chrysler and ‘Ford, and internecine
war, the role . ., of the UAW during the war; there then follows a portrait
of Reuther that I think will strike the reader as scrupulous and discerning.
The accumulation of all this carries the authors into considering the prob-
lems that confront the union and its leadership - . . they achieve a remark-
able objectivity (it is visible in their style, whlch is direct and lueid).

“The-authers do not give up their critical independence in erder io glld
their lily. They criticize Reuther, they point out his shortcomings (in a deft,
brush-streke comparison between the auto union leader and Gene Debs). ., . .
This is a. unique book. As the authors conceived it and wrote it, the UAW is
+ronsformed into a momentous .microcosm, in which nothing less than.democ-
racy is at stake. ... The book itself is.relevant not only to pro-trade-unionists
and anti- frode-unlonisl's. but to all of us who are concerned with the state of
the union."

In the August 28 Sunday New York Times Book Review, Foster Rhea
Dulles writes of The UAW and Walter Reuther:

“The full story of the UAW s growth and development, set agamst the
backgmund of a vivid de:muptmn of life in the automobile city of Detroit,
is told in this book from an inside point of view. . . Here also are engrossing
discussions of the major problems that the UAW faceq . . Notwithstanding
the obvious sympathy with which they deseribe the union, however, the au-
thors write with know]edgcable understanding, critical acumen.and forth-
right candor. . . . This is particularly true in their discussion of the danger -
of a bureaucrat:c concentration of power within the union. . Their por-
trait of Walter Reuther, which concludes with the mtelestmg ohservatlon
that he is ‘an unfinished' personality’ torn by an inner conflict between power
and vision, is admlrably balanced.”

As further reviews appeal in the general and labor press, they will be
reported in these columns, since LABOR ACTION believes that its readers
will be interested in knowing of the reception given this important study
of the American labor movement and its future.
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Tale of 3 Countries
'BRITISH MINE UNION EXPOSES
' STALINIST MANEUVER WITH FACTS

From .England comes a piquant example of Stalinist demagogy and
double bookkeeping, exposmg at one blow the fake “leftism” of the CP and
the condition of workers in the Russian satellites (specifically Poland).

When the Stalinist-run (and ruined) mine workers’ strike started in
France last October, the British Stalinists thought they could make hay
on the issue among the mineworkers in England. The French miners were
fighting a legitimate grievance, and their own CP leadership merely utilized
‘their conditions and need to make them a battering ram against French °
economy Yet even John L. Lewis in the U. 8. came out for support to the: '
men's struggle, as was proper, and in England Secretary A. L. Horner of
‘the National Union of Mine Workers thought to make capital on the issue.

Horner is the Stalinist secretary of the union, but does not control the
National Executive Committee. The South Wales area council sent the NEC
a resolution “protesting against the export of coal to France [from Britain]
while the French miners are on strike.” Horner vigorously supported this
resolution in the NEC, which appointed a subcommittee to look into it.

Horner had argued that the British miners were interested in helpmg
the French raise their standards because low standards across the Channel
affected standards in ' Engliiid through the play of competition. The:union ......- .
t‘.ubcommlt‘we replied by pointing to Poland:

“We share Mr. Horner’s concern in. this matter, but submit that, if he is-
genuincly concerned on this issue, he should also give some attention to the
position in Poland. As the miners of Scotland and the Northeast especially
will know from bitter experience, Poland has for many years been one of our
chief competitors in the export market; and even today Poland is supplying
coal in_ the Scandinavian and South Amenean markets at prices which are
below those bemg quoted in respect of our own coals.

"How is this possible? It is possible becpuse of the very low worlung siund-
ards in the mining industry in that country as compared with our own. In.
Poland underground workers are employed for 45 hours per week (six shifts
of 72 hours] for an overoﬁo wage of opproximohly three ‘pounds per weok.
ond fhousonds of Gerrnon prisoners of war are employed for eight or pino
hours each doy WITHOUT PAY their only consolation being that they | receive ‘
full army rations, which ' are- :onslderobly higher than the rations of Polish b
oiwlians.

Surelv, when account is taken of the fact that the competlpon of French ‘ 51
coal in the export market is infinitesimal as compared with the competition
of Polish coal, the conditionsin Puland are far more likely to affect our

sl ¥ menl?

. British standards” _ .- _ "

Scab Cool from Stalinland ' ;

The subcommlttee s second Jpoint dealt with the question of the proposed
boycott on coal exports to France during the strike with the same kind of
“You're another” argument which effectively pilloried the Stalinists without
justifying the NEC’s own policy. But it made the CPers wugp:le in the p:llory '

They pointed out that while Stalinist Horner was demagogically demanding -
that the British workers shouid stop the flow of coal to France, the "people’s
democro:y of Poland, a llussmn satrapy where Horner's friends ruled, coal
exporfs to France had ocfuolly INCREASED during the strike!

This ‘is where -they turned the statistical tables. The CPer who heads
the Scottish Miners Union, Abe Moffat, was compelled to admit that the
facts given were correct (he made the reservation that he disagreed with
the political conclusions drawn from the facts, however!). !

The subcommittee’s cited the figures: - ; i

“0f the total solid-fuel imports into France during the pe'nod January-
June 1948, 4% per cent cdine from the United Kingdom, whilst 11 per cent
came from Poland. During the period July-September, only 2 per cent was ol
imported from this country, but imports from Poland remained at between
10 per cent and 11 per cent. During the period of the strike, however, Poland
actually increased its exports to France to a level which was higher than
at any time during the present year. During the first month of the strike,

i. e., October, the imports of coal and briquettes into France from Poland :
represented more than 15 per cent of the total; the imports from the United P
Kingdom, however, were only 4.4 per cent of the total. That is, imports'fr'o'm A
the United Kingdom remained at the same level as during the first six months
of the year, whilst imports from Poland in relation to total imports in-
creased by some 45 per cent.” Lo N
The episode forcefully reminds one of the notorious policy of Russia in
selling oil to Mussolini during the Italian agression on Ethiopia, at the same
time that its stalwarts everywhere wére yelling. for an embhargo on Italy.

v}
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The Western powers in Germany:
as occupation authorities are busy
denouncing “revived German nation-
alism,” and they dismanile factories
necessary for the economy, when it

suits the interests of their hoime cap- .

italists. At the same time German
industry has been put buack into the
hands_of the men who ran it for
Hitler, whose interests made the rise
of Nazism possible, and whose social
system found a champion in fascist
totalitarianism.

The election victory of the Chris-
tian Democratic Union was hailed in
the West. This party, together with
its Free Democratic Party ally, are
for the maintenance -of this social
system. .

In the July 29 issue of U. S. News
& World Report, names are named
and the men who hdve come back
nto economic power are spotlighted.
Stinnes, Thyssen, Krupp’s . men,
Schacht’'s underlings—their contin-
ued power is the price of the main-
tenance of capitalism. !

The following detailed finger-
pointing is from: the above - men-
tioned issue of U. S. News & World
Report, a conservetive businessmen’s
weekly—Ed.

Control of the Ruhr now rests in the
hands of a few hundred men, as it did
during and before, the war. Most of
the Ruhr's present bosses are men

" who reached their peak of power
duriny the Hitler period, Of the top
“industrialists who emerged between
1919 .and 1933, only a few are still

. around in person, and their future
roles are not yet clear.

Hugo Stinnes, 52, one of Ger-

" many’s most powerful steel, coal and
shipping magnates in the period be-
tween the two world wars, is regain-
ing part of his industrial stature.
He has reclaimed his shipping and
textilc,cu‘mpanies from the Allies.
Stinnes is free to resume his busi-
ness activities and is trying to line
up cap:tal to regain his prewar posi-
tion as the Ruhr's most energetic
organizer of industry.

His ‘partner, Fritz Thyssen, is
generally considered to be too old to
make much of a comeback. He is 75.
Thyssgen, one of the original organ-
izers of.the giant Thyssen - Stinnes

United Steel cartcl. is living in Bel-
gium, managing what remains of his
widespread interests from there.

. SAME MEN BACK

The Krupp family is out of busi-
ness. But some Krupp executives are

- running sections of the Krupp works
under Allied trusteeship. A Krupp-

trained executive, for example, is
managing Germany's largest tank
plant in ‘Essen, now converted to a
repair plant for locomotives.

. The steel mills and coal mines of

‘the Ruhr have been separated from

the wartime trusts by order of occu-
pation officials. Ownership is held by
the.Allies while the plants are being
reorganized into competitive com-
panies. The plants, meanwhile, are

being run by German trustees and f

directors. . .

in many 'cqses the present execu-
tives are the same men who operated
the plants diting the -war. The old
owners, meqnw}ni!e. have reclaimed
their venture: that were not tied di.
rectly to the steel or conl industries,
and they are back in business, *

The Ruhr’s business combines, such
as the Thyssen-Stinnes United Steel
cartel~.and the! Mannesmann- and
Kloeckner trusts, still control big
holdings in such fields as chemistry,
machinery, metal working, shipping
and other industries that tend to
compete directly with the British.
Inside the Ruhr, the old combines
operate gas and water works. They
are deeply involved in banking and
commerce, and even own textile
plants, theaters and hotels. The pre-
war owners are confident that even-
tually, as the build-up of Western
Germany takes hold, they will be
able to get back their steel and coal
interests.

BRITISH-APPOINTED .

Steel industry is under the direc-
tion of Heinrich Dinkelbach, 58, who
was a director of United Steel from
1929 through the war, Dinkelbach,
for many years a top executive of
the Thyssen-Stinnes trust, is head of
the Steel Trustees Association that
runs the Ruhr steel industry.

He was appointed to that job by
the British, who decided that his fi-
nancial aid to the Nazi Party was
small when compared with the extent
of his industrial holdings in Germany.

Alilies Dismantle German lndustfy

On Fake Plea of Ending War Power

One of the main focal points of
opposition to the Western occupation
powers in Germany, loudly expressed
by all the parties in the recent elec-
tion there, is the question of dis-
mantling: of German factories and
plantsi - -

The fair-seeming reason for this
plan is, presumably, the removal of
Germany’s industrial war potential.
The opposition fo it among the ‘Ger-
man people is represented here as
indicative pf their secret desires for
1ebu:ldmg a war machine.

Under this cover a policy is being
pursued which strikes most imme-
diately at the people’s livelihood in
the stricken country and less direct-
ly at the ‘prospects for European re-
covery But the policy is nol being
pnrpupd for these reasons; American,
m-itish and French industrial powers
are out to see, not that Germany
never hecomes a warring power, but

that it will not compete with them '

on .the world market.

Red-white-and-blue editorialists in
this country may be able to convince
the American people that the dis-
mantling program is necessary for
peace, but the German people see
what is happening before their eyes.
Two cases in point are provided by
the plants in the Ruhr district which
bounced into world news shortly be-
fore the election when riots and
armed struggles took place around
them.

-WAR PLANT?

One of these was the Gelsenberg
Benzin A.G., a huge synthetic gas
and oil refinery plant at Gelsenkir-
chen. That part of the works which
used to. produce gas from coal is al
a complete standstill. Only the-refin-
ery is working, using crude oil im-
ported from abroad under American
contra.é!,a With the permission of the
British Military Government, 23 mil-
lion Deutschemarks were invested in
this plant in order to increase its
output of refined fuel oil: This is now
being  dismantled—for “peace.”

The approximately 12,000 people in
the area, whose livelihood is provided
by the 3,000 workers employed in
the plant, know that a similar refin-
ery al. Wesselmg, which gets iis
crude oil from the British Shell Com-
pany, has not been scheduled for dis-
mantling.: They openly ask whether
they are to.be robbed of their live-
ilhood bccause of a battle between
two groups of foreign capitalists? .

There. is -very little chance for
thesezworkers to find any alternative
empl_oyment Many of them are
minerg:na. longer able to work in the

pits and people, otherwise disabled,
who  would become’a charge* upon
the gcommunity.

But thy cannot be accused of being
“selfish” or “short-sighted” in their

reaction. Neither the militdry ‘gov-

ernment nor the economdsts can tell
them why the plant has to be taken
apart. There is no question but that
its refining capacity is needed; if
this were not so, there would have
been no. reason for the investment
extending its capacity. :

If Gelsenberg is dismantled, its
products will have to be imported
and be paid for in hard currencies.
In a few years’ time new refineries
will have to be built, at a cost to
which one must also add the cost of
dismantling itself:

FIRST IT IS REBUILT

The second_ plant,. Ber, Ukamen was
the scene of /the 1ecent actwn in
which the pebple’set up “barricades to
prevent dismantling and in which
the British usedy ‘Belgian troops with
machine gung: 'to‘f'dzspewe them. Even
more than at Gelsenberg, the people
of Bergkamern ((which is“much small-
er) depend for their livelihood upon
the chemical plant or on the mines.
Eighty per cent of the houses of
Bergkamen, were destroyed during
the war; three years Ago a mining
disaster brought_the already heavy
death toll'up to 1,300 (the total papu-
lation has nevel been more than
6,000).

Under the supervision of the British
military government, the chemical

works, which had been completely
destroyed during. the war, were re-
constructed through an investment
of 12 million DM. Its reconstruction
was almost completed when the or-
der came for its dismantling.

Fhe British use of troops here made
its way into the U. S. press, but lesser
known episodes in the struggle did
nrot. ‘The troops at first refused 1o
permit the works laboratories to con-
tinue operation (it is an integral part
of the safety measures of the local
mines). Only after a Social-Demo-
cratie  Landtag member intervened
was the ban rescinded by the com-
mander.

The latter’'s original intention to
arrest "all the workers was later
somewhat revised, but the chairman
of the works council was not allowed
into the plant. Four days laler he
found his office completely wrecked
by the troops.

All this is only one segment of the
whole picture which explains why
the German people voted last month
to tell their foreign conquerors: GET
ouT OFI GERMANY!

U.s. 0ccupatlon Puts Hitler’s Business
Tycoons Back in Power: in Germany

Dinkelbach is one of the few Ruhr in-
dustrialists who worked his way up
from humble beginnings as the son
of a laborer.

+-Many of the men he has appointed
to operate steel plants are the men
who ran them béfore and during the
war. United Steel, which controlled
47 per cent of Germany's prewar
production, has directors in 10 of the
industry’s 25 plants. Directors of the
Mannesmann combine are running
three plants. Men from the Kloeck-
ner trust run three other plants and
share in the management of a fourth.

SCHACHT'S MAN IN

The chairman of the board of
United Steel operates two Ruhr steel
plants and has extensive interests in
coal and other industries. He is. Hex- -
man :Wenzel, a wartime executive

.who was director of 21 firms, and,

chairman or deputy chairman of
eight'of them during the Hitler days.

A former Mannesmann_executive,
XKarl .Bugeroth, is running two steel

" plants at Diisseldorf and Duisberg.
i (:elhgrd Bruns, a former steel-plant
- manager and a dirvector of 15 other

firms, is the commercial director of
‘the Ruhr’s second largest steel plant.

" During the. war he directed arms
prodiction in moSt of Eastern’ Ger-

many..
_Coal production, although officially *

separated from the steel industry,. is |

being handled by German industrial-
ists who are equally at home in coal,
steel and a host of other industries
that dominated much of industrial
Europe before the war.

Head 'of the coal industry, for ex-
ample, is Hans Joachim Von Loebell,
who has charge of coal distribution
for all of Western Germany. He was
hired in 1934 by Hjalmar Schacht, then
Hitler's financial wizard, to boss the
Nazi take-over of the Saar coal mines.
He now holds directorships in a num-

ber of imporfcnf coal. shipping and
synthetic-oil industries.

Working with him is Heinrich
Kost, a general director of one of
Germany's biggest coal. companies
and also connected with chemieal,
gas and oil firms. Kost was appointed
by the Allies to head the German
Coal Mine Management board.

HITLER'S BANKERS

Helping him are Herman Reusch,
chief representative of one of the
biggest old-line steel cartels, and
Wilhelm Roelen, for years a Thyssen
executive. Roelen is now director of
one of the Thyssen sequestered steel
plants. ;

In finance, men whe were powers
of German_ bankirg:and < investment
operations before and during the war
are back in positions of influence.

Herman J. Abs, a Berlin banker who ;

swas highly regarded ; by Hjalmar
Schacht during the - Nozi . rise,; often
is called "the most powerful man in
Germany" now. )

As head of the Deutsche Bank, Abs
was Germany’s biggest financier un-
der Hitler. Before the war, he held
as many as 75 corporation director-
ships ‘and was a financial backer of

* the giant Mannesmann’ steel com-

bine. Now he is the head of a Ger-
mar corporation’ set up to ﬁnancc
the gr owth of industry. In his new
job le dominates industrial invest-
ment in reviving Germany.

German recovery, under U. S.
guidance, is to be in the hands of
such men. Top power is being taken
over directly and indirectly by the
same men who held it during the
war. These men with the know-how
will be on hand as Germans go back
into the markets of the world to try
to regain a big share of the business
done by the German.industrialists in
the years between the wars.

Brlhsh Dollar

(Continued from page 1)

lem) but in a multitude of complex factors all of which
form a part of the reactionary system of economic and
trade relationships existing in our capitalist world. It is
the fettering, crushing and hampering of the free flow of
trade and commerce which is primarily responsible for
the British crisis.

Britain must export vast quantities of food and raw
materials, These come chiefly from the United States
and Canada. Britain seeks to earn the money for this
import trade by its counter-balancing export trade. But
no nation has dollars, except the United States. And
the United States, with its vast production and its sur-

. pluses of everything (particularly at the moment, with

a decline in business) will not buy from England. Ex-
ports from England to America have declined catas-
trophically, and are running 30 per cent below last year.

How, then, can England get dollars to lessen its
dollar shortage, if American capitalism is obliged to
place every conceivable hindrance in the way of trade?
The same process, of course, holds true for all of
Europe, but England is most vulnerable. This is the
explanation of the immediate crisis. The remarks of
various officials, notably Paul Hoffman, to the effect
that England should inecrease its exports to America
are shamefully hypocritical, as they well know.

" What do the British propose? They have their long-
range proposals, as well as proposals which one might
describe as being purely nationalistic and “British.”

‘Little or nothing will come of these, because the Ameri- -

- can spokesmen are solely guided by American economic
and imperial concerns.

Britain would like to see its war debts,
amount to over $12 billion to the “sterling area” (India,
South Africa, Canada, ete.) renegotiated by the United
States and either liquidated or greatly reduced. This
would take the steady pressure off England proper and
stimulate trade with the empire area which has been
steadily taken over by the United States. Britain would
like the United States to raise.the price of gold, an
artificial measure for strengthening the value of what-
ever regerves still are in the hands of the British gov-
ernment. And Britain would like Ameriea to expand its
stockpiling of raw materials (particularly rubber from
Malaya), in order to stimulate general empire trading.

Close to Knife's Edge

It should be noted that the British representatives
really have no long-range proposals or solutions worthy
of the name. Conservative politicians that they ave,
to whom the bx}oad concepts of socialist economic plan-
ning and training are utopian, dreams, they limit their
proposals to immediate stop-gap measures (a new loan),
or half-way suggestions which do not go beyond the
framework of world capitalist economy.

whieh

Crisis —

The United States leaders, on the other hand, have
an entirely reactionary approach to the problem, both
in an immediate and long-range sense. To them, it is
primarily a business problem in which they have ad-
vanced money to some shaky entrepreneur who now
desires still more capital as a prop.

And like any good banker, they wish to see that the
business concern to which they are advancing loans is.to
be run according to their ideas. Careful expenditures,
no waste, and above all, no competition! Britain must
compete on the world market, to be sure, but not where
the United States is! Production costs must be lowered
by an increase in labor's productivity.

How? That is the headache of Britain’s Labor gov-
ernment. There must be a cut in the costs of “govern-
ment,” which means a cut in expenditures by the new
British “welfare state” with its numerous social meas-
ures, nationalized medicine, ete. Expenditures for any
new nationalization of ‘industry must be halted. A
debtor must be forced to live close to the<knife’s cdge—
that is sound pawnbroker policy!

Furthermore, sterling or the pound (now valued at

" $4.03 per pound) must be devalued to approximately its

current black-market rate on the Swiss market, which
is $2.90 per pound. The effects of such a devaluation
are obvious, and we can understand why the British
resist this demand. It would instantly raise prices and
costs in England itself, and put her at a still greater
disadvantage in competing with America for folmgn
trade.

Election in the Balance

It would lead to still greater austerity and lower
living standards in England, and would really be'a
first-rate disaster for the British masses who would:
find themselves in an mﬂatlcnary position. For Amer-
ica, it would make infinitely easier its drive to break up
the closed sterling area, and take away whatever tr ade
remains there for England.

It is easy enough to see how rem:*l'ionury and cyni:ul
is America's position. Faced ‘with the general decline of
its empire, a decline in its world trade, a very high price
structure due to its low productivity, ula-hshlohed ma;
‘chinery, etc., the position of Britain as a nation “is
pathetic indeed. The Labor govérnment is facing a bitter
struggle for electoral survival, and its yielding to Am;ri-_
can demands might easily mean the differente betwwéh
victory and defeat in the 1950 elections. It canhtt it
wages, devalue the pound, lower imports, speed up labior;
etc. (which is the American program for Ill.~wlﬁ|out erks
ating immense resentment. oy

What, then, shall it do as it begins to negotiate with
its wealthy oppressor who says, in effect: It's up to
you to do the proposing! We'll listen to you, but d(m't
suggest anything we don’t want to hear!

This is the situation, and we shall see how it “de-
velops. L ;

3-Cornered Fight Looms in NMU —

‘" (Continued from page 1)

tions, .and a new version of super-
patriot, ‘seeking to wash the State
Department’s dirty linen. Also tied
to it were backward social types, to
whom the union’s tradition of social
equality was as repugnant- as the
Stalinists themselves..

It was obvious that so divergent
a grouping could not remain unified
once the.immediate danger of Stalin-
ism was overcome. Nor did Curran
want the eaucus to hold together, for
as long as it remained organized it
remained a bar to one-man rule in
the NMU. Besides, what need had
Curran for a Rank and File Caucus
when he had control of the union ap-
paratus, in which the piecards could
funetion as the most efficient of fac-
tions in his behlf? And so+the Rank
and File Caucus was officially dis-
solved.

Thus ‘- for the two years between
conventions, Curran has had effective
control of the union apparatus. What
has he done with his stewardship of
the NMU?

It, must be reported with regret
that the scorecard does him no credit.
The ranks of the NMU are rife with
complaints of the poor service by the
piecards. Beefs remain long unset-
tled; shipboard militants find them-
selves under pressure not only from
the companies, which is understand-
able, but from Curran himself; those

. union patrolmen who are still willing

to fight a beef find themselves buf-
fuloed from the very top of the union;
the old membership-welfare depart-
ment of the union, which Curran
cleaned out because’ it was loaded
with hacks, has not been restored,
and members find themselves with-
out representation when they have to
face the relief boards, Coast Guard,
and the multitude of other govern-
mental agencies that make the life
of the seafaring man a misery.
The traditional give-and-take re-
lationship between the membership
and the piecards of the seafaring
unions has been replaced by the cold
hand of bureaucracy and Curran has
become almost as inaccessible to the

ranks as the president of U. S. Steel
is to an office boy of that firm.

What has happened, in a word, is
that Curran has sought to ‘replace the
old-time- shipboard militancy of the
runks. ‘led and drganized ‘by the union,
with over-the-table and by-way-of-the-
telephone negotiations. The long ex-
perience of waterfront workers proves
how costly #his fype of dealing With
the shipowners can be. Gains made
‘on the pigket line are sacrificed on the
negotiating table where the member-
ship has but little control.

This type. of “husiness unionism”
is cheap for the bureaucrats but ex-
pensive for the workers, and ulti-
mately must lead to the end of the
greatest strength of the NMU: the
ability to struggle of its rank-and-
file. Bureaucrats go in.for this type
of operation because it creates a do-
cile membership and guarantees the
security of their own jobs.

T-H in NMU

Alongside this degeneration of
union conditions has developed Cur-
ran’s assault on the internal democ-
racy of the NMU.

This assault arose from three
sources: Curran’s desire to com-
pletely destroy the Stalinists as a
force in the union; his need to con-
solidate his position by eliminating
any force within the NMU that
might be in a position to lead a
struggle against the growth of bu-
reaucracy; and finally out of the
“ieold-war” between Wall Street and
the Kremlin in which Curran sought
to convert the union from an inde-
pendent organization of ¢ working
stiffs into a semi-official and "re-
liable” arm of the State Depart-
ment.

At first Curran tried to fight the
Stalinists by means of the expulsion
of individuals or small groups. And
the membership of the NMU backed
him up when charges of anti-union
activity were proved, but refused to
support him when he atfempted to
kick members’ out merely because of
their political affiliation.

‘Curran’ then attempted to cram
down the throats of the members a

‘ DismantlingbyBayonet

Dismantling of industry in Germany still proceeds with more machine-

gunners on the job than workers.

An AP dispateh from Oberhausen, Ger mani’ reports:
“British troops in battle dress and mobile machinegunners took up ready
positions today to enforce the dismantling of the Ruhr-Chemie synthetic

- gasoline plant.

"Eighty German wreckers tore into the dismantling job, with 700 to 800
soldiers on guard. Then twenty workmen quit at midday saying they could not

work under military escort.

“At the same plant August 30 a British official’s car was turned over and
German wreckers were driven off by plant workers protesting over the loss

of their jobs.

“About 500 of 3,000 employees will be thrown out of work by the dis-
mantling of the plant that turned coal into gasoline and industrial products
for Hitler's war machine.” (N. Y. Times, September.6.)

Ten British soldiers for every worker doesn'f seem to be able to speed

the work.
Note the “angling”

appears to be that the plant “deserves”

in the last sentence of the dispatch. The implication

dismantling because it served

“Hitler's war machine” (like every other industrial plant in Germany, of

course). How a perfectly peaceful Germany could get.along without gasoline

producuon is not explained by the dismantling program officials—unless the
idlea is that the Germans will have to buy it from British Shell Company.

constitutional amendment barring so-
called "subversives” from membership
in the union, and compelling every
member to sign a loyalty oath. This
was carrying the politics of Tafi-
Hartley right into the heart of the
NMU, and the rank and file revolted.

A new ‘movement arose led by a
group of officials of the union and
activists of the old Rank and File
Caucus. To it flocked all genuine mil-
itants of the union, representing a
wide range of opinion but in thor-
ough agreement on one point: the
Curran resolution represented a
brutal attack on the demoecratic
rights of the membership and was
most certainly not the correct way
to- fight the hacks..

They shared the common beliel

{that to place a weapon like that into_
the -hands “of “any leadership would™

endanger every militant unionist in
the NMU. Who was to judge who
the “subversives” were, they asked
—the FBI (well known as a friend
of seamen), the Coast Guard (AMMI
branch), or Curran himself, who
had already demonstrated his “ob-
jectivity” in such matters?

The struggle of Phe new Rank and
File Caucus resulted in a vietory.
Curran’s “Taft-Hartley” amendment
was squelched when the Honest Bal-
lot Association was compelled to
throw out the whole referendum vote
because of various irregularities.

RANK AND FILE GAINS

Defeated on that run, Curran then
tried anolher tack. He would wait
for the convention and there present
Turther amendments designed to bar
dissidents from membership in the
NMU.§The Rank and File Caucus
has responded by organizing itself
to resist this attempt.

Thus, at the convention, three
groups will be present to contest con-
trol of the union.

First—Curran and his colleagues,
resting on the most backward and
bigoted section of the union and con-
sisting to a great extent of tired
piecards seeking to insure their posts.

Second—the. Stalinists, still tightly
knit around their waterfront section
of the CP but generally discredited
in the ranks of the union and weak.

Third—the Rank and File Caucus,
representing the militants and prog-
ressives of the union and consisting
of a wide range of divergent groups,
but united to protect the NMU from
Curran’s bureaucracy and Stalinist
wrecking.

It is impossible at this stage to
prediet exactly what the relative
strength of the three groups will be
among the delegates to the conven-
tion. But some recent events in the
Port of New York may serve as an
indication.

In the election of delegates from
the port, thirteen out of the total of
seventeen were Rank and Filers. Only
one of Curran's men made the grade,
and the hacks were limited to three
despite their attempt to confuse the
issue and get a free ride on.the Rank
and File slate by nominating seven

non-Stalinists who were already named
by the Rank and File.
~On August 29, a special meeting
was held, of all delegates already
arrived in New York, for the purpose
of clecting a pre-convention creden-

tml:, committee. Curran had attempt-
ed to pack the meeting by bringing
his own supporters up from New
Orleans at his own caucus’s expense.
Despite this, the nearly one hund-
red assembled delegates elected five
members of the committee endorsed
by the Rank and File Caucus.

-ORGANIZATION NEEDED

But this preliminary show of
strength only serves to point up one
weakness of the Rank and File Cau-
cus. While Curran can count on the
apparatus of the NMU itself to ce-
ment his caucus, and while the
Stalinists can depend on the discip-

line of their Waterfront Section to

create a tfght]y knit group, the- Rank
and File Caucus has so far failed to
develop a firm organizational foun-

" dation for itself. Counting on the
correctness of its program alone, it

has neglected the highly important

organizational phase of its activities.

Here is its Achilles heel.

This failure of the Rank and File
makes it possible for either of the
tightly knit groups to snateh vietory
from it. For its organizational loose-
ness on the conventien floor will per-
mit Curran or the hacks to exercise
greater control than their nun1be15
warrant.

Furthermore, in the event that its
point of view carries the convention,
it will require a well organized and
democratic group to see that this vic-
tory is carried into action. That is
why active militants within the cau-
cus are striving to create a more for-
mal organization, not a mere top com-
mittee but one that will sink deep
roots into every section ‘of the union.

But in order to do this, simple
anti-Curranism or anti-Stalinism is
not enough. The Rank and File Cau-
cus has as the first point on its
agenda the creation of a rounded
program.of action around which the
greatest suppoit can be rallied in the
union: a program that will guaran-
tee that internal union demoeracy
will flourish and that the struggle
against the shipowners and all their
allies will be earried on until the
vital goal of the improvement of sea-
{aring conditions is achieved.

Such a program would include the
education of the ranks of the union
on the nature of both Stalinism and
Curranism, thus providing the mem-
bership with real weapons to combat
both. Stalinism can flourish only
where union men_ are ignorant of
what it is, where hacks can wear the
masks of militants and where Cur-
rans exist whose own reactionary
character makes martyrs of the
Cpers. Curranism, for its part, will
die out in the union when the meni-
bership actively participates in
NMU affairs and takes the lead in
the struggles for its own' interests.
Any attempt to combat Stalinism
through such mechanical means as
loyalty oaths and the like ean only
represent a danger to the democratic
traditions and methods of the labor
movement.

TOWARD A PROGRAM

Such a program for defense of the
democratic’ tradition of the union
would be peglegged unless it is also
propped up by the active defense of
minority eroups and aliens in the

union. The hacks must not be per-
mitted to pose as the sole deiendels
of these minority groups. ;

The past record of the CP amply
proves that it uses these groups only
as a means to advance its own line,
and how, when the needs of  the
Kremlin demand it, it is prepared
to sacrifice the best interest of mi-

norities at a second’s notice. It rests’

with the Rank and File to create a
real program that will defend and
advance. the condition of umon mi-
norities.

Present unemployment ‘on tllc '

waterfront has caused hundreds of
seamen to turn to governmental
agencies for relief. The: union: has
failed in the past period to provide
adequate representation for these
men and for the many others w}m re-
quire umonﬁmtérvenbmn in their re-
lations with Coast Guard, céiipaits
and so forth. It rests with thc Rank
and File to support the creation of
an active and capable union-welfare
department that.will fill these im-
portant needs for seamen.

Even more imperative is the crea- '

tion of a program for the improve-
ment of maritime conditions. The lay-
ing up of ships and the decline of the
American merchant marine in the past
few years have made the problem of
unemployment a life-and-death issie
for the union. The forty-hoilF - week
for seamen, which was a‘necéysity up
to now to bring maritime ‘working
conditions up to par with shoreside
industry, now becomes vital if thous-
ands ‘of séamen are not to live in the
shadow of constant unemployment.

" ae

STEERING CLEAR

Also before the convention will be

the program of how labor can bast .
carry out its struggles on the politi-

cal front.

The erimes against the working
people passed as law by the 80th
Congress have not been rectified by
the 81st. The policy of trade»unmh
dependence on the boss partles‘
which resulted in the election of thé
&lst Congress, has by now shown jt-
self Bankrupt. Only one road ¥e- :
mains, the creation of a new 1nde-
pendent labor party.

A number of ships’ crews Inwe a\-
ready passed resolutions to be placad. .
before the convention calling upon fltn
NMU to take the lead in building !!ln
independent political organization of
labor. All the advanced sections of
the trade-union movement will look
with interest to see what treatment
the convention - cccords these resolu-
tions. i g

The course of tlzc militants at the

convention is a clear one. They have

to sail the path of independence be-
tween the hacks, who serve the in-
terests of the Moscow hureaucracy,
on one side, and of Curran, who
does the work of the FBI and the
State Department, on the other.

And this same course is that
which steers clear of the parties of
the bosses and the party of the
Kremlin. Such an independent course
can insure the flourishing of internal
democracy in the NMU, the improve-
ment of conditions for all at. sea,

and an end to Tnf‘f—Hart.h\y Acts”
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