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FREEDOM

BELFAST

On the second weekend of August, Red Action members
and supporters will be travelling to take part in the annuc
anti internment demonstration, The is held every year, to
commemerate the events of the 9th of August 1971, when
thousands of British soldiers descended upon nationalist
areas in the North of [reland, smashed their way into hun-
dreds of homes, and arrested and interned without charges
wr trial 342 men,
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Orhow

Recently | found myself, as soclalists often do, Involved
in a political discussion with @ member of a different left

- wing

He was telling me how he had recently

organisat ion,
been talking to some of the sacked printers down on the
Wapping picket line, and how they had been saying that see-
<ing as how the strike didn't seem to be advancing, it was
time to start looking at other more direct tactics as well
as the pickets., The sort of thing that they had in mind
was smashing the windows of newsagents who stocked
News International papers, He found this sort of talk great-
ly disturbing. For him this was most definitly not the way

forward,

| agreed with him that
it was cetainly hardly worth-
while a few people going out
and smashing a few windows
as It would obviously have
absolutely no effect on the
dispute, and wasn't therefore
worth taking the risk of get-
ting caught for,

WORTHWHILE

What was needed to make
that sort of activity worth-
while | sald, was to have
a npationwide movement of
people willing to engage In
it. In that way vou could
go into it ir @ systematic
and  co-ordinated  manner

hitting targets regularly
arranging alibis for those
involved etc - In this way
you may well convince con-
siderable numbers of newsa-
gents ground the country,
that it wasn't worth stocking
‘lews International products
while the dispute was on,
and this would at least bring
some pressure to bear. It
may not win the dispute on
it's own but it's sll power
to the elbow,

ACTION

rlowever, my colleague
was not at all impressed by
ry reasoning. As far as he
was concerned, such activi-
ties were Incorrect under
any circumstances, If you
can get people out for that
sort of scrivity he said, why
can't you get 20,000 people
down to the picket line and
shut the place down.

Becuuse for a start | said,

it would take considerably
more people to close down
Wapping than it would to

carry out the sort of activi-
ty | was talking about. And
even If you did get enough
people there to close it on

one night, could you keep
it closed indefinitely. Of
course not. And anyway

what about those people who

live far away and can't get
down to the picket line very
often, What would be wrong

in trylng to organise some
sort  of alternative activity
for them. | wasn't In any

way trying to lu"est that
the pickets weren't import-
ent, merely that there might
also be other ways in which
the dispute could be suppor-
ted. He was however, still
unimpressed, and with a
final comment sbout some-
thing to do with not slipping
into criminality, he termina-
ted the discussion,

In fact aerguments such
as this one, are quite com-
mon when Red Action mem-
bers discuss politics with the

members of some other left
groups, and they usually cen-
tre around the point that
was under discussion here,
Red Action's support for
certain llegal and subversive
political activities, A good
example of this, was seen
during the miner’s strike in
the groups «of miners who
organised sabotage ralds on
coal lorries, a move which
many  revolutionary left
groups condemned.

You may well think that
this sort of condemnation
of violent or illegal actions,
would be more becoming to
someone like Neil Kinnock
than to those who describe
themselves as revolutionaries
But Ah they tell us, It is
not the illegality of these
activities but the nature of
how they are organised
which they object to,

SUBVERSIVE

Secretive subversive acts,
are not the way foward lor
the working class they tell
us, The way foward |is
through what they describe
as "Mass workers action®,
Basically what they mean
by this is Industrial action
- pickets strikes etc - and
demonstrations, These are
the correct tactics they say
for both, fighting individual
disputes and bullding individ-
usl campaigns, and for the
long term aim of building
W mass revolutionary move-
ment in the working class.

MAXIMUM

This is because these sort
of activities attempt to in-
volve the maximum number
of people possible in the dis-

pute or campaign, Experi-
ence has shown time and
time again that people's

first taste of political activ-

ty can and often does have
a massive effect on them,
even f thelr involvement
was only hall  hearted or
even reluctant. It can help

to increase their class cons-

clousness, making them
much more gysceptible to
revolutionary ideas. There-

fore, by involving as many
people as possible in a dis-
pute or campaign through
"mass action" even if that
the dispute or campaign
fails, the experience will
have been a worthwhile one
for many of those who be-
came Involved, and may

well have won some of them

over to socialist Ideas,
Secretive illegal activities

this it s

do not achieve

MASS ACTION ? SQUADISM ? OR BOTH ?

srgued. By their very nature
you have to be selective
sbout who Is involved, eand
thus thev cut themselves of f
from the most importent
task of all. That of involving
as many as possible in your
activities, Therefore such
actions cannot be described
as "mass workers action”
at all, They are in fact, so
they tell us, elitist, or to
use their favourite express-
jon  "squadist™  activities,
which make no real conmtri-
bution to the stuggle to
build a mass revolutionary
movement in the working
class, They are nothing more

than the grand romantic
gestures of those who do
not have the necessary

commitment to apply them-
selves to the more mundane
tasks which have to be carr-
led out If we are to succeed
in bullding a mass revolu-
tionary working class, Red

Action by supporting "

ist" activities INSTEAD of
mass activities, prove that
they do not have that com-
mitment,

Well that's how the argu-
ment runs. There is however
one very serious flaw in it,
and we can sum that flaw
up in one word, INSTEAD.
The fact of the matter is,
at no time anywhere have
Red Action ever called for
or supported any sort of ill-
egal or secretive activity
INSTEAD of open activities
such as pickets or demon-

strations. When we have
supported them, we have
always supported them AS

WELL as all the other actl-
vities,

COMMITTED

Red Action fully recogni-
ses the need for and the
value of activities such as
picket lines and demonstra-
tions, both in terms of winn-
ing disputes and bullding
campaigns and in terms of
the political effect such act-
tivities can often have on
those involved.

WE ARE TOTALLY COM-
MITED TO GIVING OUR
FULL SUPPORT TO SUCH
ACTIVITIES WHENEVER WE
CAN,

Red Action members have
nothing to apologise for to

anyone in this respect, Our
track record for attending
oicket lines and demonstra-

tlons Is as good as anyone's

REASON

But we see absolutely no
reason why being involved
in such action, should in any
way prevent us from being
involved at times in politi-
tical activity which may for

a number of reasons have
a less public face,
We support both forms of

activity when they are app-
licable. We do not seek to
counterpose one against the
other. In fact the only ones

who do that are those who
accuse us of doing it.

The reason that they do
this is because they seek to
discredit any form of speci-
slised activity, and they way
in which they set about do-
by claiming falsely

activities asutomatically

"mass activities". The
aim of the whole charade
is to somehow try and cre-
ate the illusion that some-
how for some reason, it has
to be one or the other,

SIMPLE

The reason that they do
this is quite simple. It is be-
cause they know as well as
we do that if they were w0
look at the principle of se-
lective rat ly
on it's m mm th
trying to counterpose it to
other forms of activity, then
they would find it very diff-
icult to argue against the
view that Red Action holds
on such activities, which Is
basically that while selective
operations admittedly do not
achieve a lot of the things
that open activities such as
pickets and demonstrations
do, they can on some occa-
sions achieve gains which
more open forms of activity
cannot,

This is so obvious really
it bardly needs stating. To
try and claim that no sort
of secretive, or If you like
squadist, type activity can
ever achieve eny sort of
gain or progress Is quite
obviously rubbish. You only
have to think about the na-
ture of the anti [fascist
struggle to realise this,

CONCLUSION

However this conclusion does
have certain implications,
If it Is indeed true that sec-
retive or squadist type acti-
vitles are in certain circum-
stances a correct and just-
ifiable tactic for the revolu-
tionary socialist movement,
then it follows that those
who like to consider them-
selves revolutionary socla-
lists should be willing to en-
ter inmto such activities,

But the real truth of the
matter is that the vast ma-
jority of those who claim
to be revolutionaries are not
willing to consider entering
into these sort of activities
at any time. In reality this
is not because of the rea-
sons which they give, which
as we have seen are a load
of rubbish anyway. Rather
it is the other way around.

They come up with these
theories in order to try and
justify what is basically no
more than plain fear of be-
ing Involved in risky enter-
prises, Now there is nothing
wrong in being afraid. We
all get afraid sometimes, but
there is something very dis-
tasteful about people who
instead of facing up to their
fear and coming to terms
with ft, try to justify that
fear, especially when they
do it by slendering those
who do not share that fesr,

NOTHING

Red Action's efforts in ar-
eas which are ignored by
50 many other left groups
may not rock the world, but
at least they are something.
Those that sit on the side-
lines calling out "Mass work-
ers action or nothing” most
usually mean exactly thet,
They do nothing,

1
\

The pamphlet is a collec-
tion of articles and essays
written by Trotsky during
the 1930s when fascism was
on the rise all over Europe,
One of the factors which
assisted this rise was the
hopelessly misteken and in-
correct tactics which the
various Socialist and Comm-
unist Parties In Europe had
applied In the fight against
'tt

Several sections of the
pamphlet are taken up by
examinations of these inco-
rrect tactics, and sugges-
tions for more correct ones,

What | found quite amaz-
ing reading this pamphiet
for the first time, was to
see just how many of the
arguments over tactics which
Trotsky examines in this
pamphlet, are still dividing
the soclalist movement - If
not in exactly the same cir-
cumstances and being
arguec over today.

EXAMPLE

A perfect example of this,
is shown in a chapter enii-
tled, "The Worker's Militia
and it's opponents” in which
Trotsky argues against those
socialists who are against
forming an armed workers
force, to engage in physical
opposition to the fascists,

Trotsky begins one para-
graph by quoting one of the
most common  arguments
used by opponents of the
militia. We are told that we
need "Mass selfl defence in-
stead of the militie" he
writes (I told you it was go-
ing to sound a bit familiar
didn't ) But what is this
*Mass self defence” without
combat organisations without
specialised cadres, without
arms,

He goes on later to dis-
pose of another argument
that is often today used
against supporters of direct
action, that their actions
will only provoke either a
reaction from the other side
or repression from the state.
As Trotsky points out, "Lib-
eralism has always said to

LEON TROTSKY

WELL RED

A Red Action Book review

It is not very often that you will hear mention of people
such as Marx Lenin or Trotsky in the pages of Red Action.
This is not becsuse we necessarily disagree with everything
that these people wrote or ssid - although we most cert-
ainly disagree with the habit that some sociaslists seem to
have, of diving for a quote from one of them, for the ans-
wer to every question that we face today - but more be-
cause most of what these people wrote was pretty deep
stuff and requires a great deal of pre-knowledge about the
subject, to be able to understand. There is however at least
one very definite exception to this, and that is a pamphlet
entitled "Fascism What is it 7 by Leon Trotsky.

the workers, that by their
class struggle they "provoke"
the reaction”,

When dealing with the
arguments of those that
claim that revolutionary
methods should only be used
in arevolutionary situation,
he replies "Let the workers
despite the absence of a
revolutionary situation occa-
sionally correct the papa's
son patriots in their own
way, and the recruitment
of new fascist bands will be-
come incomparably more di-
flicult”

REMARKABLE

For me, the most remark-
able thing about the whole
pamphlet was to see how,
at least on certain lssues,
Trotsky's arguements didn't
seem that for away from
my own They certainly
seemed a lot nearer than
those of those people who
today describe themselves
as Trouskyists, There's a
point there somewhere.

Leon Trotsky, was one of
the leading figures In the
Kussian revolution of 1917
which overthrew the regime
of the Tser, and attempted
to establish a socialist state,
During the 1920s, as the new
regime moved further and
further away from the ori-
ginal aims of the revolution,
and under the leadership of
J. Stailn became more and
more repressive Trotsky led
an  opposition  movement

which asttempted to bring
the regime back onto a less
repressive  path. Defeated

in the political battle, he
was eventually exiled from
Russia in 1929, After much
wandering around Europe,
being expelled from several
countries, he was eventually
allowed to settle in Mexico
where in 1940, he was mur-
dered by one of Stalin's
agents,



LIES DAMNED LIES

of a campaign orchestrated

Inspired by the great quality journalism in the Sun news-
paper's "Twenty things you never knew articles® Red Action

Inspired by the great quality of the journalism in the
"Twenty things you never knew" articles in the Sun news-
paper, Red Action proudly presents it's own version. So here
you are folks, Twenty things you never knew about the Sun
The only problem was trying to decide which twenty things
to use out of the hundreds that we could of,

I, The Sun carried a "World
exclusive” interview, with
Marcia McKay, a Falkiands
war widow, The Press Coun-
cil - which investigates com-
plaints against newspapers
discovered that  journalist
John Kay had asked secre-
taries at the Sun offices,
what they thought a war
widow would say, and had
reported their comments as
Mrs McKay's comments. At
the time in which the inter-
view was supposed to have
taken place at Mrs McKay's
home in Rotheram, she was
in fact in London as & guest
of the Mirror. The Press
Council described the "inter-
view" as a "deplorable insen-

sitive deception.”
2. Soon after the Marcia
Mckay “interview" the Sun

exposed the Daily Star for
inventing an interview with

Mick Jagger and advised,
"Stick with the real thing
folks."

3. When Elton John was Lo
be married, the Sun could
not procure & picture of his
bride. So they merged @
photograph of an unknown
woman of similar age with

Even without the rush of publicity thet sccompanted the

one of Elton, and pulished
it as a picture of the happy
couple,

4. Reporting a strike on &
John Cieese/Monty Python
film set, the Sun's George
Forbes wrote "The Dblack
warriors downed spears, the
heavens opened and Cleese
leapt about shouting “which
of you bastards did a rain
dance 7" Cleese offered the
Sun editor £10,000 to prove
the truth of the story. No
evidence was produced and
the press councll judged that
Cleese said nothing of the
kind.

5. When Princess Diana wore
8 low cut dress, consequently
receiving much attention in
the press, the Sun touched
up their photo by adding
nipples.

6. A pesce movement dele-
gation which met Russian
peace campaigners in Mos-

cow, which was organised
by the Quaker religlous
group and which included

amongst it's delegates Lord
Brockway and catholic priest
Owen Hardwick, was

cribed by the Sun as "part

death of a Tory Minister's daughter Cynthia Channon from
a heroin overdose, nobody could have failed to notice the
massive recent campaign centred around the dangers of
drugs to soclety. From such diverse figures as the govern-
ment to Grange Hill kids, from Princess Diana to Esther
Rantzen, the massage has been flowing through the media
thick and clear. Drugs are a major menace,

Given that we have a gov-
ernment which has never in
the past seemed to show
too much concern about the
lives and living standards of
most young people, the su-
dden hysteria of the past
year should be viewed with
some suspicion, WHAT'S IN
IT FOR THE TORIES.

Obviously drug abuse is
not @ good thing. The misuse
of hard drugs causes several
of

hundred desths a year,

which Ms Channon's was
merely the most publicised,
but why should a govern-
ment quite happy to cause
deaths through the closure
of hospitals and other cut-
backs in the Health service,
be so intent on turning llle-
gal drugs into an issue of
popular concern,

When you think of the
hundreds of millions of
pounds that they rake off

IAN BOTHAM COCKS A WELL DESERVED TWO
FINGERS AT THE CRICKETING ESABLISHMENT
AND THE DRUGS SCARE

and financed by the Soviet

Union," The Press Council
found that the assertion was
"Unsubstantisted and should
not have been made."

7. The Sun's Jean Ritchie,
infiltrated the Greenham
Common Peace Camp and
wrote that "Greenham is a
lesbian community. Four out
of five are lesbians, united
in their hatred of men." The
Mirror's Ann: Robinson re-
ported " didn't find myself
among lesbian subversives.
What Greepham  women
suffer from Is a distorted

public image.

8. Sun astrologer Suzie Elli-
ot, was sacked for recycling
her “predictions”. Something
under Taurus one week,
would appear under Leo the
next. One of her favourite
pieces of advice was "avold
repeating yoursell."

9, Suzie Elliot's replacement
was professionsl  astrology
lecturer June Baker Howard,
However her predictions for
1984 were deemed to be too
boring. So they were discar-
ded and replaced by gems
from the fertile imagination
of the Sun newsdesk,

10. A Sun reporter call upon
young actress  Christabel
Finch - Tracey Barlow in
Coronation Street, No-one
was at home, which promp-
ted the Sun to run a head-
line "Tracey is missing". As

every year [rom the nicotine
addiction indusiry which s
directly responsible for the

deaths of tens of thousands
every year, their hypocrisy
becomes even more (ranspa-
rent,

In fact the drugs hysteria
we see around us today s
no more than another one
of the massive witch hunt
type diversions, that govern-
ments engage in to try and
distract peoples  attention
away from the real causes
of the problems that they
face in life,

ALCOHOL

They've always done it,
A hundred years ago, work-
ing class people were told
that it was their fondness
for alchohol (another of to-
days legalised drugs which
kills far more than heroin,
and provides the government
with  millions in  revenue)
which was the main cause
of their miserable existence.

Working class people's liv-
ing standards have certainly

risen since then, but due to
the political action of sever-

al generations of working
class activists, rather than
abstaining from the drink.

Today in the 1980s, the
government s trying to con-
vince everybody that drugs
are THE problem, First they
create this problem that no-
one was really aware of, and
then try and gain credit for
themselves by pretending to
deal with it.

THUS THE TORY BARONS
REMAIN INTACT,

it happened, "Tracey" was
spending the night away
from home with her parents,
Next day the family returned
and the Sun claimed "The
Sun finds Tracey".

11, Still with the street, the
Sun reported that actress
Doris Speed who used to
pley Annie Walker, had co-
llapsed and been rushed to
hospital with a "mystery Ill-
ness". The Sun had asked
friends and colleagues of
Doris Speed about her iliness
As she was actually in per-
fect heaith at the time, they
were unable to supply any
details of any illness. The
Sun therefore concluded that
it was a mystery iliness, and
invented the collapse and
rush to hospital to prove it

12, The Mirror once carried
an editorial entitled "Lies
damned lies and Sun exclu-
sives,"

13, Following a poor perfor-
mance by England's cricket
bowlers, sports page head-
lines in the Sun's Northern
edition demanded "Bring
back Ward", Ward was a
bowler in the Derbyshire
team. The same day, South-
ern editions demanded "Bring
back Snow", in support of
@ bowler from the Sussex
team,

14, During a case in the
Appeal Court, a witness
claimed that he could not
read English, A lawyer
claimed to the Judge rthat
the witness bought the Sun,
The Judge John Donaldson
replied "From what | know
of the Sun, it does not foll-
ow that he can read English"

15, One Sun story read
"Women who vote SDP and
Libersl are red hot in bed,
They not only have sex more
often, but enjoy it more
than their men,

More sinisterly there may
be other motives behind the
drugs scare. It may be the
bulld up to a campaign to
give the police more powers
to the police or for tighter
controls at Immigration and
customs. The police already
have great powers when |t
comes to searching for drugs
although they do tend to use
them far more in working
class areas than they do in
"respectable® soclety or on
American airbases,

The anti drug atmosphere
is also used as an excuse
to step up the repression and
harassment of black people
in the inner cities, and to
split up families at immigra-
tion control.

Can we expect more tales
of drug sbuse amongst the
unemployed 7 Left wing
groups 7 Active trade union-

ista 7 That the ivationzl
Front are so keen to jump
on the anti drugs bandwagon
should perhaps give us some
indication of who it s
aimed at,

EXCUSE

Last spring in the House
of Commons, after MPs of
all sides had convinced them
selves that the drugs trade
was "The greatest post-war
threat to Britain" there were
calls for the crackdown on
drugs to Involve the army
Navy and Airforce. The
source of the traffic was
identified as "abroad®,

Let's just hope that they-
re not going to use it as an
excuse 1o start a war,

16, Former Australian Prime
Minister Gough Whitlam once
said "Anyone who works for
Rupert Murdoch knows how
odlous his control is,

17. During a series of repor-
ted UFO sightings, the Sun
printed 8 tips on how to tell
if your neighbour is from
outer space, These included
those who work unusual
hours, those who like reading
and those who own computer
equipment.

18, When Rupert Murdoch
took over Time's newspapers
he signed agreements which
included guarantees that edi-
tors would have (reedom
from his interference, and
that there would be balanced
news and opinions in the pa-
pers. Former Times editor
Herold Evans says in his
book "In my years ss editor
Murdoch broke all of these
guarantees”. Murdoch himself
said of guarantees "They are
not worth the paper they
are written on,"

19. When young members of
the Community Service vo-
lunteers artended a Bucking-

Sun reported " A
with punks skinheads
borstal kids" who "slid down
bannisters, pocketed flowers
and ashirays and fought each
other", One youngster was
alledgedly "sick in the court
yard, A Palace spokesmans

ion the
reve up
and ex

less  excitable description
was "The odd guest may
have teken the odd flower
for his or her buttonhole,

but It was a very successfull
evening, The Queen stayed
to the end.”

20, When the Hitler Diarles
published in the Sunday
Times were found to be for-
geries, Rupert Murdoch did
not seem to be too concern-
ed. "After all we are in the
entertainment  business” he
responded.

The information for this ar
ticle was gathered from the
following sources. The Daily
Mirror, The Foul Book of
Soccer, Good Times Bead
Times by Harold Evans, San-
ity (CND  newspaper), Lies
Damned Lies by Henry Ps.
tter, The Daily Telegra,.n
and of course The super
soaraway Sun,

Red Action pamphlet

We are

4. SHOAT HISTORY OF RED
ACTION. WHERE OID 1T
COME FROM,AND WHY ?
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SUPPORT
RED ACTION

First published two years ago,
this pamphiet, although shighily
out of date now, still gives a good
insight into the discussions and
events that lead 1o the formation
of Red Action. Available from the
box number, price 50p inclusive of
postage and packing
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Red Action is an organisation founded by working class

people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socialism. Membership is open to all who sccept our
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and

decisions.

If you support our aims but do mot wish to become 2
member, you can become a supporting member. This does
not entitle you tp vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

1 A ular internal newsletter that will keep you

inf

of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action sctivities in your area.

The cost for this is £10 for one year,

o the paper are still available separately.

cost is £3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember that

g & paper is 8 very uneconomic business and we

slways very grateful for any donations, and especially
to anyone who can (ake extra copies to sell.

PO box 158

Hatfield
Herts



In Britain, 3 multi millionaires now control between them

75% of the National daily and 83% of the Sunday
editions. That of course if the essential difference between
the "Communist” states and a "democracy”. We enjoy all
the benefits of o free press,

*Most Judges sre Conservative and anti unton, If you
were to examine the background of ell Judges of High
Court and above, you would find that (2% vote Conserva-
tive, {i not 95%. A quote from Jjudge James Pickle and
a sobering thought for those trade union leaders who con-
tinually Invest their member's funds and rights in the

supposed impartiality of the judiciary.
s s re TRt S

It was revealed last month, that in the early seventies,
the Secret Service orgonised the prison break out
of & local hood, on the condition that he infiltrated the
Basque separatisi organisation ETA. These sort of revelat-
ions, along with those such as the discovery of the French
Secret Service's involvement In the sinking of the Green
Peace ship, are enough to make you wonder what out own
lot must be up to, Well read on,

In 1974, a former SAS man Albert Baker, was sentenced
to life imprisonment for murder. During his trial, he admi-
tted that he had infiltrated the UDA and had taken part
in bank robberies and the murder of 4 catholics during his
"infiltration operations” with "the agreement of the British
Secret Service". Before his trial, a senior civil servant in
Willic Whitelaw's administration visted him several times in
prison. The day after he had been sentenced he was flown
to Britain, Today he is not to be found in any British prison
(Information taken from an excellent book called the Kitson

experiinent
#

Questions have been raised in the House of Commons,
over the alledged involvement of a Tory MP, in a plot to
kidnap, interrogate and then kill Gerry Gable, an investigs
tive reporter for the anti Fascist magazine "Searchiight”,
The satirical magazine "Private Eye" has named Tory mP
Gerald Howarth, as a director of the security firm said to
be involved. As unlikely as it oll seems, the article also
revealed that a sweet little old lady, his mum biess her,
is a former member of the National Front. Now did | hear
one of you Clouseau-like sleuths go *ah-hah' |

/

Throughthe post

Write to Po Box 158
Hatfield
Herts

Dear Red Action

| am writing to comment on the "Bully
for you" srticle in issue 23, It was good to see Red Action
tackling the problem of violence against women, but | feel
that the article was misleading because it took such @
narrow view.

it did not scknowledged the fact that women are opp-
ressed by men. This oppression s not just a question of
men being generally bigger and stronger than women and
able to terrorise them, It is the subjugation of women,
socially, sexually, financially and physically by men, in the
family, the law, the church and the state, at home, at
work and at leisure,

A man who Is physically vielent towards a woman may
be restained or punished by community condemnation, as
suggested in the article, That may mean that one woman
is no longer tertorised - and that in itself is a great achie-
vement, However that wowan may continue 10 be con-
trolied by threats or fear or puilt about exposing the man
to ridicule, or ainbarrasscient that she needed some-one else
to fight her battles, or Insbility to become economically
or socially exposed to her nelghbours as a bully,

The systematic oppression of women, the laws, conven-
tions, expectations, values and peliefs that hold women,
have to be challenged and changed. That means that we all
have to personally change In arder to abolish sexual stereo-

typing.
I solidarity and sisterhood, Marie, Herts.

ing the media informed about developments and was
lecting the true situation In the country, and any suggest-
jons to the contrary are false,

"t is a very dangerous thing to listen; If one listens one
may be convinced". A quote from Lord Marshall of the
Central Electricity Generating Board, end one of the lead-
ing supporters of the Nuclear Power industry in Britain.
Well you can't say that he didn't warn you.

e —— e e S

"War hardened veteran photographers are refusing to go
on Bssignment in case they are assaulted by Met Police
officers.” " anybody tells you that there jsu't prejudice
in the force, they have got to be lying." "Is it proper for
the Police to be seen as right wing bully boys, preventing
the pescefull expression of trade union activities,"

Is this the voice of the loony left, or agitatorstrying to
stir up hatred against the police. No just the whimperings
of a8 few somewhat unrepresentative members of the same
force, quoted in the National dailies over the last month

RED ACTION
IN ACTION

A Red Action National Meeting took place in London, on
Saturday the 2Ist of June. A number of issues concerning
Red Action's political development were discussed, It was
generally agreed that the meeting - a fuller report of
which will appear in the next issue of R.A. was very worth
while. The meeting was followed by a very enjoyable social
Our thanks to "Red Mole" for his efforts to pierce the
drunken haze with his highly entertaining music.

e

A good contingent of Red Action members travelled o
Liverpool on June 7th to support the mobilisation called
by Anti Fascist Action, to oppose a proposed National Front
March, The Front turn out was very low, estimated at be-
tween 50 to 100 at most, and it would appear that they
hardly marched more than a few pundred yards before
scuttling out of town as quick as possible. Not a bad idea
in view of the encouragingly high numbers from the local
community who turned out to oppose them,

#

we had some brains all along, @

Action members in London  put on
their thinking heads, and went forth to do public debate
with the Socialist Party of Great Britain on the subject
mwhich way to Socialism” Well at least we know now,

As if 1o prove that
couple of dozen Red

Dear friends
Even in these depressing times, when it seems
that the government and employers ssem to be ahle to get
away with cutting back our lving standards and jobs when-
ever they want, there are still pockets of resistence to re-
mind us that all is not lost and give us hope. The Silemt
Night strikers have been out now for 12 months. They de-
serve all the support we can give them,
The strike started when we should all be doing all
after the workforce had we can t0 give these people
agreed to give up @ mation-  some practical  help. The

nlly negotiated pay rise in  very minimum should be to
order to prevent redundan- collect some money and send
cles, the management @ few jt to the strike fund becususe

weeks later went ahesd with  obviously 12 months on
the redundancies anyway, strike couses a lot of finan
cial hardship, The strikers

PAY-RISI are also asking peonie 10
leaflet/picker  shops which

are selling Silent Night heds

When the workforce then (ihey also make Sealy heds)
asked for the pay rise which .,5‘.)‘,',’..“”,! the ( “‘Ub' who
they had given up to preé- ke about 30% of all thelr
vent the job losses, the puge Some of the Co-Ops
management refused, have now actually stopped

The workers then held a ordering Stlent Night beds
ballot and voted for a RO because of this sort of pre-
slow. When @ number of ssure.
them were suspended for
this, the rest of the work- .
force came out on strike DONATIONS

in support of them, For this

they were all sacked. If you or your union bank

So much for doing things with the Co-Op, threaten
through the proper channels 10 withdraw your sccount
gnd trying to compromise, if they don't stop dealing

Many readers will remember with this firm. Try and get
the hypocritical mutterings a member of the strike
during the miner's strike "{ committee to speak at your
only they'd held a ballot” * local union branch meeting,

ete. Ballots are held US.- as trades council etc.
being a central part of dem-
Donations should be sent

ocracy, but In the same way 't ; y
z ] to  FTAT Cravendale 92
in which Labour MPs Ignare Stike fund, C/O Mrs A King

Labour Party Conference Kyl
decisions, so the employers lgﬂr::;r:!u\:llc(krﬂﬂ ent
pick and choose which demo- Colne
cratic decisions they will -LnnCs B8 6BS
recognise,

It is also interesting to In solidarity
note that the owner of the Jumbo Jim

London
PS Silent Night Strike stick

factory Mr Tom Clarke, wos
awarded the O.B.E. for "ser-
vices to industry" by That-
cher, who called him "Mr

A alsn  avallable from
Wonderfull", Say no more,

above address, Detalls

Rather than going away Support activity in the L
and fantasising about the don area, are available from
glorious day of reckoning, the Red Action hox number,

A cozy debate between representatives of the Labour
m-y-ua«nmwnmmmmpn-
mwmrmmm:mmatuﬂumu
Front Directorate, at the London School of Economics, was
rudely interrustedby @ dozen Red Action members recently,
Our revelstions thet he was a fellow traveller of known
fascists activists who' activities
tion of the anti-fascist magazine light", drew shrill
and indignant protests from the well heeled gathering of
members of the Lsbour and Tory parties, Federation of
Conservative Students, and other more dublous Individuals
and organisations present, who seemed to form an (nstinc-
tive "cultural alliance® against the intrusion.

When we tried to point out that the idealogical argu-
ments of people like Scruton, often provided the "scientific
springboard” for the less palatable activities of many of
the sort of fascists with whom we are more familiar, we
were greeted with cries of "You are the real fascists",
"cowards”, "Searchlight is shit" and "The NF are socialists
100", Although our protest did attract some applause, after
5 or 10 minutes of this sort of enlightened discussion, the
audience started to drift away and so did we, confident
that we had achieved our objective. On the way, a badge
suggesting that the owners sympathy lay with Ulster Loyal-
ist pars-militaries was removed without his consent,

A number of rather large Red Action supporters were
delighted to be of assistance, in the complete recovery of
a building sub-contractor from a sudden loss of memory,
a sadly all to common complaint amongst members of his
profession, especially on non union sites, Apparently the
poor man kad completely forgotten that he owed one of our
colleagues a fairly large sum of money in wages, and as
he was approached on site was heard to confidently pro-
claim to this former employee “I owe you no fucking
money, vou're trespassing, get off the site or "l call the
police”, He stared in menacing fashion to see if anyone
fainted, No-one did, Instead as they say in the Bible, the
walls came tumbling down. The response to this cure was
immediate, and the recovery remarkable. You will not find
this particular type of activity recommended in the TUC
handbook on how to handle trade disputes, but at least this
particular creditor was paid in full,
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