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Labour Parties
against the
witch-hunt

Conference of delsgates
from CLPs, unions, LPYS
branches, LP branchas,
women's sections

30 October Contact: Labour Parties

against tha witch-hunt
Country Hall, London 107 Nevill Rd, London N16.

On Monday 27 September the of the party lsader. They know This is why the socialists and that can start the process of raver-
trade union leaders. the right- that thay can only do this by a militants insids the party cannot sing this year's vote. Trade
wing MPs and the sc-callad purge of the left who fought for compromise with the register. unionists nead a Labour Govern-
moderate left, united to imposea and won the party to these Every attempt by the right to ex- ment that will fight for their in-

register on tha Labour Party. Call- policies. pel has to be resisted. The consti- terests. They can only get that by
ing for unifying the Labour Party The right naads a mandate to tuency parties hava got to make fighting the register.

they made their first condition of drive the opposition out of the sure that not cne single solitary

‘unity’ — the right to expel the Labour Party and it sess tha left winger is sxpelled. The Conference called by the
laft, registar as its right to do that. If Meanwhile a massive cam- Hacknay Morth and Stoke New-

The Labour leaders want a they succeed tha Labour Party paign has get to start inside the ington Labour Party against tha
unitad party, or more correctly 8 will go down to yet another trade unions so that support register, has incressed in impor-
compliant obediant party, that ignimous alsctoral defeat and the grows amongst the rank and file tance following Monday's vote.
will reverse the decisions on Tories will get their mandats to against tha expulsion drive of the Make sure that your Labour Party
unilateralism, nationalisation, the make even more farocious right. Furthermore a campaign and trade union is represented so
EEC, re-selection and the election attacks on the working class. has to be built inside the unions that a fight back can start now.




MILLIONS of trade unionists responded to the
TUC’s ‘day of action’ last Wednesday. In so do-
ng, they flagrantly defied the government's
anti-union laws whose centre-piece is a banon

solidarity action.

Tory ministers declared that 20 per cent of

Britain worked normally.

More astutely,

bosses leaders claimed that it was simply an
action of those in the public sector and na-
tionalised industries. But these claims waeare
only face-saving lies. The government has
been struck a body blow.

In reality, there was a
massive response. to the
TUC!s actual call — fora
stoppage of one hour or
more. It was not-a call for
g 24 hour general strike,
despite  the campaigning
effort of Socialist
Challenge. Three quarters
of a million 100k action in

Scotland alone and
400,000 in Wales.
And more than 2m

workers struck for the day.

Owver 300,000 took Lo
the streets in a half dozen
major cities, This included
120,00 in London, 100,000
in various Scottish cities,
25,000 in Liverpool and
30,000 in Sheffield. Ioad-
dition there were
demonstrations in nearly

every town. There was
even a 300 strong
demonstration in
Shetland.

The claim that privale
industry failed to respond
is a total concoction. To be
sure, the character of the
response varied depending
on the lead given. In
general, the further North,
the more solid the action.
Moreover, what the

Engineering  Employers
Federation failed to men-
tion. when they claimed
that only 100 engineering
firms had been hit, was
that large sections of the
engineering industry were
on-a weeks holiday. This
strongly affected the Wesr
Midiands and parts of
Yorkshire.

MNonetheless, engineer-
ing was badlv hit in
Scotland and Wales. Fords
Bridgend was closed for
the dayv. In  Sheffield,
25,000 workers  from
engineering and related in-
dustries took a whole days
action.

Included  were
most of the biggest
employers. Apart from

River Dan steslmaking, hit
were Twist Steel, Aurora,
J§ Meills, Presto and
Union Carbide . There
was  an cqually  good
response. on Mersyside,
Fords Halewood was out
for the day and Vauxhalls

for a hall day.

Manchester and
Stockport  were  well
featured as was the rest of
the North West. In

Frank Cheppla, not the

-

‘ S

most popular man on the 22 Septamber — he did not even vote for it! No

waondear the boos were loud and long.

Preston, not only did the
8,000  Brtish Leyland
workers strike but British
Aerospace, GEC's and
Rockwell graphics  con-
tributed to a massive shut
down. Most major
engineering  plants  were
closed in the BEast
Midlands.

To further asses the

bosses claim, it it in-
teresting to take just one
area: that of the West Lon-
don industrial belt. Private
industry was supposediy
affected hardly at all in
London. Yet here the roll
call of private industry hit,
reads:  Magnetex, AICA%
CAV’s, Fairey (Hydraulic).
EMI  (records), EMI
(Hayes), GEC-Osram,

A dayin the life of ahealth
worker; 22 September 1982

By Eve Turner, TGWU Shop Steward, St Bernards Wing Ealing Hospita!

9.30pm Tuesday 21 T.30am ... speakers are found.
Septambar
Support s mounting Joan;
i : Il the time, Over 2 .
ALL NIGHT pickets on (e tme. Over 300 off to Fairey Elec-
begin well at Ealing. ing. The coaches have now  [TORICS 10 speak — still a
Nurses in high spirits  ,oied and excitement i Sreat feeling on the picker

despite the cold, helped by
generous  donations  of
brandy and gin by sym-
pathetic passers by. Police
anirritation. Vole taken Lo
ask them to leave —
unanimously passed but
unfortunately the police
choose to ignore the
democratic wishes of the
people and stay.

730  Wednesdey 2

Slupturn ber

The *great’ Day finally
arrives. The picket lines
arc siarting to swell with
hospital workers. The first
outside support Lo arrive is
from the local Trades
Council and Labour Par-
ty. Hopping from St Ber-
nards (where 1 work) to
Ealing it is clear that local
workers identifly with the
now ‘infamous® Ealing
MNurses.

Solidarity within Eal-
ing Hospilal s impressive
with almost tolal support
among nurses, poriers,

technical staff and all
maintenance staff (electri-
clans, ENgIneers,

plumbers). Al St Bernards
support is far more erratic
although nearly all the
workforce is involved it
vares from 2 hours to all

mounting. Specially for
Thaicherga [ifﬁe SD};E of
imminent victory has been
prepared by the nurse’s
shop stewards. Joined by
the ambulance crews, out
in force for the first time,
they climb onto the
coaches proudly  bran-
dishing the cardboard che-
que for £100 presented 1o
them by Southall NAT-
FHE — 30 of whom are
going with them on the
march.

Of those left behind
the supporlt [rom olther
workplaces is impressive;
Post  Office Engineers,
building workers,
dustmen, telephonisis,
social workers, ASTMS
members, local govern-
ment workers, even Lhe
local paper had struck for
the day to join our picker!!

11.30am ...

Demand growing for
speakers to address mass
mestings — DHSS Ealing
and Southall Offices,
Fairey Electronics (Hayes)
Heathrow  Airport —
aurses needed for mectings
involving & membership of
26,000 workers. After a
mild panic due to all the
nurging stewards having
gonc- on the march
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lines. Money is flooding in
from local unions and
sympathelic public; £75
from BBC Ealing Studios;
£30 from local schools;
£17 Southall Bus Garage
plus £50 in donations from

the public. NUT, local
GPO, CPSA/SCES
members now  arriving

joined by local factories
out for 1-2 hours in sup-
pare.

Southall and Hanwell
Bus Garage mainicnance
staff walk-out in support
and demonstrate outside
their Meeting at Faireys
good bur small, nurses
with me speak for the first
fune.

2.30pm ...

Return to Ealing in
time: to  hear . that
demonstrations. still leav-
in Jubilee  Gardens.
Jubilant nurse returns
from Heathrow having
scored a3 major  Success,
Mothing moving at
Heathrow for 2 hours;
chaos from Iceland (o
Brazil! A fair number of
domestics have now joined
the picket line at Ealing.
Many of them- feel they
should have bcen out all
day. Local NUR branch
doing a fine job on the

picket line mmuch to the
dismay of local police.

-

Eve Turner
5.30pm ...

Coaches  start (o
return, CVEryones ex-

hausted but exhilarated.
General feeling that we
must win with such fan-
tastic support from other
workers.

6.30 ...

Crverall everyone
agrees that its been a greal
day, not just within the
hospital itself but the im-

ressive show of solidarity

rom other workers and
the public who tooted ther
horns, gave us money and
joined us on the pickets,

Chiswick works, Acton
works, Rolls Rovee
Motors, Crown Cork,
Walter Kidde, BOC

Wembley, PLC and Shell
and BP tanker drivers. At
Heathrow airport, 15,000
tranzport union ' and
several thousand engineer-
ing union members took
action,

In food, employing

tion

s
Sl

mainly Asian

workers;
there was also a big turn-
out in West London. They

mcluded: Walls, Lyons,
Mothers Pride, Mestles
and Callard and Bowser.

It iz true, of course that
the narionalised industries
and the public sector
responded more massive-
ly. Healthworkers were

GM CODKSON

By Brian G

n

" "

near unanimous in taking
a full days strike. Over 80
percent of miners were out
all day. Docks were vir-
tally completely closed,
Shipyards were badly af-
fected.

There was a strong
response from civil ser-
vanls and local govern-
ment workers (particalarly
fram the DHSS), And the
combination of the action
of teachers and caretaking

staff closed nany
schools, mcluding  over
half those in London.

Most buz workers took ac-
ticen, including many: for
the whole dav,

It is true
that Rail worked normal-
ly. Bul despite this being
disputed by many
militants, it was a resulf of
an appeal by the health
workers unions to allow
workers loooget Lo the
demonstirations,

Moost symbolically
revealing action of all was
that of the print workers
who, amongst other ac-
{ions ensured no national
newspapers appeared on
the day. Last time, the
Mewspaper  Proprietors
Association had  taken
court action. This Llime,
they dared do nothing,

What iz clear is thar
given a srrang lead, we
could not only force a
humiliating  retreat by
Thatcher on the health
workers claim. We could
bring thiz government
down.

What we’re
fighting for

AT IT'S last confarence, the NUM voted to de-
mand the minimum wage of £115 per week for sur-
face workers — an increase of £27 per week, and flat-
rate increases for other grades. A special delegate
conferance has been called for naxt Monday to
decida on the NUM's response to the coal-boards 8

percent offaer.

It is almost certain to call a pit-head ballot at the
and of October. MARK HUNTER, at Welbeck Col-
liery, Nottinghamshire, discusses the major issues in
tha NUM claim that have been ignored by the press,
and tha kind of campaign that is needed in the pits.

Omne of the most impor-
tant issues 15 rate pro-
tection. This means that a
bloke won't have to take a
cut in wages if he’s in-
jured, ill, or just oo old to
work on the face.

The other weak we had
a bloke working with us
who 15 56, He’s pot
another four years Lo do.
His lungs have gone
because the dust has got to
him. The Board have vir-
tually killed this bloke, he
can't have a night out, he
can hardly breathe.

He can’t afford to
come off the face, it’s not
Gnig the loss of wages —
and it is a big drop — but
he also stands to lose out
on his pension which is
taken on his last two years
earnings, cven though he's
been paying the pension st
a face worgers rate for 40
years.

That's why we also
need early retirement. A

bloke like this hasn't got
long to live. He should be
able to retire on full pay,
not have to carry on work-
ing on the coal face tll he
drops.

Early retirement wonrld
also create jobs for the
yourh in the villages, at the
moment there's nothing
for them. You see all the
kids sat knocking about, if
vou're unemployed in a pit

village. wou stand no
chance.

A fou:‘-dai- week
would not only make

things a lot better for a
miner, bur could create
thouszands of jobs for the
unemploved kids.

There's been no cams-
paign in the pits up tll
now, all that's coming in is
from the parbage press.
There’s a lot of confusion
?buul what we're asking
Qr.

Mark Huntar

We need a big cam-
paign from the union. Not
ust leaflets and papers,
ut. canteen meelings as
well, We need more infor-
mation. - We can't expect
the members (o back the
umion if they don’t know
what's going on.

We need to turn the list
of priorities upside down.
The four-day week, jobs
and pit closures, early
retirement and rate protec-
tion — these should be at
the top of the list. These
arc the vital issues the
union has o campaign
for.
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THE DAY OF ACTION WAS AN INSPIRING OC-
CASION. The health workers and their allies
demonstrated in their hundreds of thousands all i
over Britain. In London the first marchers had & &
reached Hyde Park before the Ilast li "4
demonstrators had left the starting point at @&

South Bank.

It was a march of militancy and anger
against the Tories. It was also a march that
made people happy because it was a great
show of working class solidarity, when nurses,
clea'ners, porters and technicians from the
hospitals marched with their sisters and
brothers from Fleet St, telecommunications.
docks, post, teaching, engineering, transport
and the acting profession.

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE shows below the
awe inspiring strength and power of the
demonstration.
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Civil war
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LABOUR'S right wing have launched a civil
war in the party. Both the NEC report on the
Militant tendency and composite 48 from
APEX and the EEPTU, which calls for 'deter-
mination to uphold clause 2 of the constitution
in respect of any inconstitutional activity
within the party structures’, and its ‘duty to
declare that organisation in conformity with

the constitution

arae

incompatible with

membership of the Labour Party’, were passed

by over Bm to 2m votes.

Rov Grantham, mov-
ing - composite 48 for
APEX, spelled oul the
right wings plan to defeat
socialist policies. In a
speech  recalling  Senator
Joseph McCarthy's finest
hour, he called for the
gjection of ‘the cuckoo
from our nest”. Militant,
he caid, are *a different
species”. And why?
‘Because they do  nol
believe in Parliament .

With these words, he
gave the lie to Michael
Foot’s claim that the
witch-hunt ‘is not directed
apainst people’s ideas’.

‘We demand that the
editorial board and the
paper sellers be removed

and prospective
parliamentary candidates
go,”  sad Grentham,

dircetly contradicting par-
ty secretary Jim Mor-
timer's claim, backed by
Foot, that “only the inner
circle® would go.

Clause 2

After Grantham’s
speech and the ranting
sugrpgrt from John Speliar

U and prospective
candidate  from  Birm-
ingham Morthfield, few
constituency delegates felt
inclined to trust Michael
Foot's assurances. 40
years in Parliament — all
the way [rom Clause 4 1o
Clause 2 — and it was on
Clause 2 that the right
estahlished the beachhead.
Az Par Wall pointed out to
applause, clause 4 seems to
have faded from memory
i Foot's defence of the
constitution.

The confusion and bit-

terness created by Foot's
futile attempts to defend a

‘middle ground’ were
given vowe by Martin
Flannery MP  which

brought two thirds of the

hall to its feet. Foot's sum-
ming up had less then half
this standing, with even a
few union delegates refus-
ing to join.

Flannery denounced
the llusion that the witch-
hunt would =top at a few
leaders. And spelt out its
real purpose with chilling
clarity. “We all know
which way the vote will
go," he said. But it should
be made clear that ‘there is
no unity in the party.
Those who press this
witch-hunt are dividing the
party 1n the face of the
enemy.’

Behind the witch-hunt,
he said, lay ‘an all-oul at--
tack on our policies. .. Next
they will go on to attack
unilateral disermament,
our position on the NEC,
and before you know it
they will be imposing the
five per cent wage limit
that lost us the last elec-
tion.

Flannery was right.
The party is committed to
policies  like  unilateral
disarmament which are
based on gaing made in
mass struggle: as
delegates’ enthusiastic
response to the Man-
chester “‘Jobs not Bombs'
marchers showed, these
will not be given up casily.
But the leadership is
scared stiff of coming 1o
office on these policies.
They are prepared to risk
the next election and the
destruction . of the rank
and file to Toll these
policies back.

NEC Vote

The strength of rank
and file oppasition show-
ed: in Pat Walls huge NEC
vote of 103,000; in the
thousand strong audience
at Labour Herald Monday
night fringe meeting which

By Carol Turner, Vauxhall CLP and POEU

*‘THERE CAN be no compromise on the witch-
hunt!” Ted Knight summed up the mood at
Lambeth’s public meeting. ‘Once you allow it,’
he said, ‘it will not stop at one group. Thers can
be no question: we stand side by side with the
comrades of Militant, and refuse to accept the
witch-hunt. Differences are secondary.’

Speaking at the 20 If any doubt linpered
September meeting against  among the 100 strong au-
the Witch-hunt sponsored  dience, it was disgnad by

by Norwood, Lambeth Jim Atkinson elary
Central and Vauxhall of the South West London
Labour Parties, Knight EETPU branch, who
described the witch-hunt  spoke of events in his
which followed the hanon  union. ‘We know what

Socialist Outlook in the
50s: a picture of unnamed
accusers, enquiries
withoul witnesses, and the
almosphere of inguisition
which led to the expulsion
of 180 members of the
MNorwood Labour Party.

witch-hunt and registra-
fion means,” he said,
‘because those of us on the
left in the union have been
subject to them since 1961
when Chappell and the
right wing won control.
Sice then we have fought
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In the Party

cheered to the echo

Arthur Scargill, Morman
Kitson, Paul Boateng,
EETPU Broad Lefl can-
didare John Adjtken, Ken
Livingstone, Joan
Maynard and Tony Benn.

But this response has
v} he organised.

Throughout the week sup-

porl has been building up
for the conference and fr-
inge meeting called by
‘Labour Parties against
the witch-hunt and in-
itiated by Hackney North
Lebour Party. Speakers
now include Joan
Mavnard, Martin Flan-
nery, Phil Holt of the
POEU Broad Left, John
Altken, and support s
broadening all the time.

But on the road to
united fight against expul-
sions, & political problem
has to be overcome. When
Martin Flannery told con-
ference that the issue al

stake was not confidence
in Michael Foot, he left
delegates confused — just
as they felt disoriented and
confused by the CLPD:
majority emphasis on try-
ing to secure a “fall back”
ammendment in favour of

‘a democratic register’,

The source of this con-
fuston is the belief,
fostered by Tony Benn

since  Bishop Stortford,
that socialist policies can
be defended and a Labour

victory assured without
challenging Michael
Foot's leadership of the
Party.

Roy Hattersley  spelt
out the right wing’s con-
ception. of unity  just
before conference. *Itisall
very well for the lion to lie
down with the lamb’, he
said “But it is no good if
the lion eats the lamb'.
The problem is that (ran-
tham and Hattersley are
the Lions and Foot invited
us Lo be the lamb — to be
lead to slaughter.

Ondy if the left defends
both its policies and its
rights, only if it treats each
and every expulsion as a
blow againsi the mass
movement and a2 blow
against a Labour victory
— regardless of the effects
on Michasl Foot's standing
— will we be able to win

an unremitting battle. The
action by Fleet Street elec-
tricians during the health
workers dispute has done a
great deal to redeem the
name of the electricians
union.’

‘If you get oo much
democracy, you can't con-
trol your membership,” he

said. The same ‘treacherous
behind

p;ilﬂm}[:h!p" is i
what's happening today in
the Labour Parly. That
was why he was proud
he’d moved the EETPL
motion against the register
at his Battersea GC.
Resgistance to  the
witch-hunt is part of the
fight to kick out the
Tories. ‘Whal arc our
Labour leaders doing
about this Tory govern-

Labour delegates

ment?’ asked Militant sup-
porter Teresa Wrack.
‘Conspiring to kick out the
left! The  witch-hunt
against  Militant  and
against the left in general
plays into the hands of the
Tory government.' MP Jo
Richardson concurred:
*The right has whipped up
hysteria against a small
group of people, she said.
“Why are they domng it? To
fudge the policy issues ...
Some of the right have
decided that Militant will
be rhe issue at this year's
conference, The press and
the Tory' Party must be
delighted — it rakes all
eyes away from the evils of
Thatcherism!®
Joan Maynard MP
struck the same clear noge:

Lambeth witch- hunt meeting

“There are some peaple in
our movement,” she said,
‘who detest two things:
one is democracy, the
other is socialism. Those
same people want to expel
Militant and introduce the
register.” She explained
why ‘I'm in favour of
extra-parliamentary activi-
ty and industrial action.
The truth is that every
single right that you and I
have, has first been won
cuiside parliament.

MPs
are only az strong as the
movement outside. The
Tory Party understands
the need to weaken trade
unionism with unemploy-
ment. The Labour Party
was becoming a campaign-
ing party on unemploy-

By Alan Freeman, Blackpool

ment — that's been stop-
ped, and it must be
brought back.’

The need to resist the
ractics of the right in order
to build the campali?
against the Tories bro
the audience of ]_.abcur
Party members and trade
unionists Lo this meeting.
Contributions from the
floor concentrated on how
to build country-wide
resistance to the imposi-
tion of & register,

Speakers
pointed to the Hackney
MNorth  initiated con-
ference, called for 30 Oc-
tober and open (O
delegates from CLPs and
affiliated  organisations.
Local committees too were
needed, so that CLPs

didn’t find themselves
isolated like Norwood in
the 50s.

. Vauxhall Trade Union
Liaison Officer and NUR
member, Greg Tucker
showed the way to build
support for the 30 October
Conference. “We  have
written to- all affiliated
trade union branches,' he
said, ‘outlining Vauxhall's
position, asking them to
discuss it at their branches,
and to support our stand,
What"s needed is firm and
united action against the
register and against the
witch-hunt by all CLPs
and affiliated organiza-
tions.’
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Victory to the
health workers

Last Wednesday the workers’ movs-
ment stood up to be counted. In its over-
whelming majority it said ‘we support
the health workers’.

Drawing on the deeply ingrained sup-
port that the idea of a free health service
enjoys among working people. and the
rising groundswaell of anti-Toryism, the
Day of Action and the mass demonstra-
tions, spelt out a message loud and clear
— this is a struggle that can be won!

Milliens responded to tha call of the
TUCG for one hour of action in support of
the health workers. Well over two
million and half people went beyond the
call of the TUC and downed tools for the
day. The government faces the biggest
revolt from the labour movement since it
took office. Giant forces now exist that
can roll back the defeats in stesal, cars,
rail and other sections.

But these forces have to be brought
into action. The refusal of the cabinet to
budge, even after Wednesday. means
that the TUC has to up the stakes. Its
suggestions of a series of ‘rolling regional
strikes’ has to be extended. The con-
fidence, the increased militancy, and the
justifiable anger of the health workers,
has to be turned into action that really
bites. This means all-out strike action
with emergency cover only.

Thiz will show the Tories that the
health workers really do mean business.
It will make clear to their millions of sup-
porters in the labour movement that the
dispute can be brought to a speedy and
successful conclusion, providing the
health workers’ actions are backed by a
series of 24-hour =sclidarity strikes
building up towards a generals strike.

The will and the confidence of the
health workers is there. The support
among organised labour is there. The
Tory government would be forced to
capitulate to such a force or it would,
like the Heath government of 1974, be
forced out of office.

Only the vacillations and compromises
of the TUC leaders can lose this
dispute. Their ‘militant” declarations of
solidarity have to be turned into even
more decisive action. That means Con-
gress House must be flooded with
resolutions from every trade union
branch calling for solidarity action,
leading if need be to a general strike. The
left, headed by Scargill must fight inside
the TUC for such a policy.

A victory on this issue can turn the
tide in favour of all the working class.
The millions that can be mobilised to win
the NHS dispute are the same millions
that can fight Tebbit and take up the
struggle against unemployment and
mass redundancies.

A defeat would set back the move-
ment for a long time. When the stakes
are as high as this we can only have one
slogan: Victory to the health workers.
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Save taxpayers’
oney-die now

By Bob Pennington

WE DO WASTE A LOT OF MONEY. Cash is
poured down the drain to pay older people
their pensions, unemployed layabouts get
social security. Billions are spent on caring for
the sick and the infirm. Working class children
get a free education. Even worse tax payers'

hard earned mone

has to
for nukes. No wonder Lord

o towards paying
aesty and his matas

spend so much of their time working out how
to dodge paying income tax.

But don't despair. The Central Political
Review Staff (think tank) have been getting
their heads together and have now got a
scheme which will stop all these abuses.

They reckon if we got
rid of the NHS and replac-
ed it with a private health
scheme, a lot of us might
die’ prematurely, but it
would save the tax payer at
least £4 billion a vear. This
seems sensible. The rapid
demise of the working
class would cut back the
unemplovment ﬁ_gu res and
cave millions in  social
SECUTITY payments.

Before we pget there
they =ay we should pay
more for seeing the doctor
and pay more money for
drugs and prescriptions.
This would put more
money in government cof-
fers and help to give those
hard-done by doctors and
consultants a few bob
more — after all would
vou like to live on a miserly
E20,000 a year? All this
will cost the average family
aboutl £600 a year.

Youth

At last the Tories are
tackling the problem of
education. After all why
spend hillions and hillions
educating people who will
probably never work in
their lives? So they have
set a fee based on market
rates. If you want to go to
umversity for three vears
then it will set vou back
£12,000, but if vou can’t
raise the ante then they will
lend vou the monev and
deduct it our of your dole
money when you leave the

CRIMpus.

Luckily some peaple
will get to university. We
will need people, reliable
people, I might add, to run
business, the police, the
military, the civil service
and develop  nuclear
weapons., So they arc mak-
mg 300,00 state scholar-
ships - availahle. The
scholarship  system will
mean the right boys and
girls get into these jobs.
Academic  qualification
number one will be home
background and cash. In-
tellectual ability will be
way down the hist. That’s
called restoring the old
values,

S0 the lower orders
don’t get ideas above their
station and think they are
entitled to be educated free
of charge — after all the
ruling class has to find the
money to send its brats to
Eton, Harrow and Rodean
— the think tank suggesis
people buy educational
vouchers to send their kids
to school. All this will cost
is a miserly £600, which is
nothing compared to the
£1200 per term the upper
class mams and dads have
to fork out to send their
offsprings to a decent
public school.

Unfortunately when it
got io defence spending,
the thinkers stopped
thinking. Some suggested
that the troops hought
their own guns and am-
munition. Others noted

that credit controls had
cased and thought mayvhe
tank crews could buy their
own tanks on the HP.
Finally, it was decided that
the only way 1o raise the
money for arms was ro cut

uncmployment  benifits,
social  security, family
allowances and pensions.

S0 in 1983 people on state
benefits will only get a
three percent rise which
will mean a four percent
cut in real terms.

The biggest cheer
leader for the proposals is
Geoffery  Howe, the
monetarist chancellor who
was infunated when the
cabinet “wets' lined up to
block discussing the pro-
posals. Bur he was not half
as furious as his boss, Mrs
Thatcher who was said 1o
be quile beyond herself ar
the insubordination of the
“wets

Bur she has nothing to

warry about. The *Think
Tank® savs exactly what
the Tores wanl to do.

Fowler really likes the
ideas, But not yet! He can
hardly tell the health
workers they musi accept
his 7% and & per cent, in
order to save the NHS,
and then come out in sup-
port of the CPRS's pro-
posals to shut the whole
thing down!

Prior, Whitelaw and
company are frightened
that many Tory voters
might not like the idea of
forking out some £1500 a
vear per family for health
and education. But what
really worries the *wers” is
the thought of the conflict
these proposals  might
unleash.

Ac one of the cabinet
remarked *If these bloody
workers come out in sup-
port of the health worker's

LT tube cuts pushed through

By P Siddall
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Full time negotiations of the unions led by
NUR Assistant General Secretary Andy Dodds,
have stabbed London Transport workers in the
back by accepting the timetable cuts which
had been successfully fought off by a seven
day strike last June by traincrews. The exact
formula is that the cuts are temporarily ac-
cepted until the NUR Special General Meeting
in Birmingham on 13 and 14 October. This is a
thoroughly cynical and threadbare cover for
ﬁutﬁng 58 trains every day during the rush

our,

_Once in operation it maney deal has been stitch-
will of course be impossi- o4 up by the NUR
b!]i: Lo restore the HEEO‘TEaTCITS' and the ex-
limetables withoul  eeurive committee with its

recriiting several hundred
new staff over and above
those needed to replace
‘narural wastage’,

Within 24 hours the
full implications of this
defeat became clear as LT
announced the need for
further drastic cuts in off
peak services and the
closure of up 1o 13 stations
by December. A jobs for

new right wing majority
has agreed Lo put it to the
SOM which will give it the
rubber stamp.

The SGM will alsa vare
on the LT management’s
pay affer, of 7 percent
hackdated to April. In-
cluded in this deal is the fu-
sion of the grades of
railwo/men EE;;:i:-.t!-‘r::-rm}
and leading raillwo/man

{barriers).

For train crews the cuts
will mean a massive in-
crease in the distances they
will have to travel before
picking up their trains in
the pre-dawn hours and
alter stabling them after
midnight. The wail to get
rostered at the home depot
will he at least doubled
from the present average
of 12 ta 18 months. Pro-
motion from guard or
guard /motorman Lo
motarman will be extend-
ed at'a siroke to 3-4 years
depending on seniority.

Budget

This. entire situation
has been brought about b
the GLC hudget, which
does not provide funds for
enough staff to operate the
full limetable. The
justification for the tem-
porary timetable is thus to

tailor the number of staff
available.

LT bus workers aec-
cepted the loss of 750
buses from the roads in
September. LT workers
also took no action in sup-
port of the NHS workers
lazt Wednesday and they
all face further rounds of
cuts. Through all this the
GLC's  ruling Labour
group has stayed silent.
Their latest survey shows
78 percent of the people of
London in favour of Fares
Fair — but what about a
bit of support for those
who are actually fighting
now to prevent any further
erosion of the service.?

What was, and still is
needed, iz joint union and
Labour Party action 10
fight every cut and for a
massive  cash  injection
from government. To
make the Fares Fair issue
the only way to save the
service 18 to give the im-

pay claim, Christ knov
what they will do if we u
and get nid of the NHS.’
The labour movemer
has got to make surc ths
these Tory fears conm
true, The TUC and tt
Labour Party should s
right now that if these pre
Easa]s to turm the cloc
ack are ever drafted, the
last Wednesday's Day ¢
Action will be repeated o
an even maore massive sca
until they are dropped.

What to dg

What our readars
should be doing tc
win- the  health
dispute:

@ Getting speaker:
from the healtl
waorkers to — youl
union branch,
workplace, labow
party, wWaomen's
group etc.

® Getting the
above organisatiomn
to collect a weakh
levy and to sem
regular deputatiomn
to the hospita

pickat lines.

@ Building join
labour moveman
meeatings in th
localities to put tha
health workers
case.

@ Organising loca
demonstrations o
labour movaman
organisations i
support of th
health workers.

@ Selling Socialis
Challange at th
meetings, demon
strations and on th
picket line.

pression that the Tone
would allow Labour to
away with a rates subsidi:
ed fares cutting policy an
that the few extra million
this would generate ever
vear could solve LT
structural problems.

Activists

Activists face a ha
fight 10 change a situatic
in which the rank and fil
especially in t
undemocratic NUR a
unwilling to take actic
unless it is sanctioned t
Head Office. Organisio
to fight the next round
cuts in December mu
start now, Workplace ar
depot meetings should 1
held supported by branc
bulletins. Especially in
portant will be mandatin
union  delegates 1ot
London Region LP co
ference on the Manifes
on 13 and 14 Novemebe
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One Of the & mnents
gsed by ionis g8inst
[@pponents. is thagany d all
bpposition to Zionigm insgires
nd anti-Semitic Yjewpoint.
o begin with, it is Recessary
o deal with the sa that
Judaism is eguivalent to
Zionism. an association that
allows Zionists to make this
e gtatﬂmunt.

: The equation is based on a
¥ falsification of Jewish history. The
Finnists claim that the Jews were for-
cibly dispersed from Palestine at the
Lime of the wars with the Romans and
the fall of Jerusalem, and longed ever
after for a remrn io Palestine. :

The Zionist project for the -
gathering of world Jewry in Palestine
is . (Merefore a  seemingly logical
response to this aspiration.

In the first place, it was not merely
‘acts of violence' that motivated the
dispersion of the Jews. This dispersal
began centuries before the Roman
wars: years before the fall of
Jerusalem, three guarters of the Jews

[
Bioody aftermath of Zionist

-y

’mmd Herzl — founder of Zionism

stitheir _.

shown thatiiPa g

trading roufgl The efperience ofthe
lewish tradegs was utilised to scoiic
their positiofin the Roman ¢mpire.

Up to thgllth century in Western
Europe, théd#ws were noted {or their
commercial and usurious activily, a
position that became threatened with
the development of early capitalism.
In Eastern Europe, the Jews remained
as traders and middlemen, & situation
which continued until the attempts of
modern capitalism to impose itself on
this underdeveloped rtegion. “The
poverty of the Jews in Russia dates
only from the abolition of serfdom
and of the feudal regime in rural pro-
perty. Solong as the former and latter
existed the Jews found wide
possibilities for subsisting as mer-
chants and middlemen.”

It was because the Jews were able
to occupy & particular economic posi-
tion that they retained, amongst other
things, their religious particularism.,

Where then, and when, did
Zionism originate? We should begin
with Eastern Europe at the time of the

attack on kr'ng

1Y ;
his led to massive emigration of
e from Ceniral and Eastern
Evglipe — five mallion went 1o
Anggica and the ‘mew countries’
whiehe they rapidly  became
assimilated, New York alone today
has Mbre Jows than the whole of
Isracj#Bur the emigration to Western

Eurolle was in vain.

ilst the fandal socicty of the
cast Wlls being ruined, the already
develiibed capilalist economy of the
west Wwas being racked by economic
grises, Thus the Jews were not
assimilated into the fabric of western
society. Rather, the middle classes,
maotivated by the pressure on their
position created by capitalist concen-
tration, were diveried itto making the
Jews scapegoats for the crisis of

capitalism. |
This was the ¢auldron in which
Fionism was born — the Russian
pogroms of 1882 and the Dreyfus af-

fair in France.
In fact, it was the latter event that
stirred Theodor Herzl to write the

C - L'-..

book The Jewish Stare, that later
became the foundation stone of the
Zionist movement. Whal were the
ideas of the early Fionists based on?
We have already said that Marxists
look for explanations of ideas in the
development of society. Soit is for the
emergence of Zionism.

The development of capitalism
was  the bearer of two political
phenomena: nationalism and col-
onisation of underdeveloped con-
tinents. All Ziomist pelitical thought
did was to interpret the dominant
views of the time in rclation to the
persecution of the Jews in Europe,
utilizing the argument for an ingather-
ing of Tews in Palestine. Zfonism was
therafore a product of ifs time.

As Herzl said, ‘“We should there
{Palestine) form a portion of the ram-
part of Europe against Asia, an out-
post of civilisation as opposed Lo bar-
harism.” Il would he hard to [ind a
clearer statement of the sort of reac-
gonary nationalist ideology that was
prevalent in Western Europe at the
time.

This view of the development of
Fionism is confirmed by the history
of Judaism. Zionists often claim Lthat
Fionism and Judaism are compatible
or even identical. Why then were the
forerunners of Herzl, such as Sab-
batai Zeli, violently attacked by or-
thodox Judaism? The only answer
can be that Zionism did not gain ils
foothold until the social conditions
for its emergence were Tipe,

The crises of a rising capitalism in
Eastern Europe in the late 19th cen-
tury were matched in the first hall of
the 20th century with the decline and
stagnation of the already advanced
capitalism in Western Europe and the
US. Whereas the former had produc-
ed the first socialist revolution in
Russia, the latter was accompanicd by
a wave of defeats for the revolu-
tionary movement. and the rise of
fascism.

Once again, the Jews, Gypsies,
and other minorities became  the
scapegoals. A wave of anti-Semitism
swept Poland in the 15208 and Ger-
many in the 1930s and 1940s.
Although it can be said that
Ziomsm  originated  in Eastern
Europe, it most certainly developed
and came to maturity with the spread
of fascism. For the first time the
Zionist movement acguired for itself
a genuine mass social base. Emigra-
tion Lo Palestine increased enormous-
Iy as this table shows:

Year Mo af Jews in Palestine
1922 83,790
1931 174,606
1943 79227
1946 B8, 223

Zionism and Imperialism

We can trace political Zionism back
to the frst congress held in Basle in
1897, But this new nationalist current
was significantly different from the
movements in Western Europe that
were its forerunners and inspirers.
The Zionist movement was born in
Europe with virtually no hinks with
the Jews of Falestine. It wanted fo
colonize not simply for the economic
and political bencfits motivating the
imperialist countries, but also in order,
to-create fis own national state.

The Zionist movement was
therefore presented with an obvious
problem: how do you obtain a
geographical area under the control
of a great power when your sup-
porters are hundreds of miles from
the area? f

Precisely because there was no
Zionist state, the {raditional Euro-
pean methad of acquiring colonies




‘-

by armed occupation, wars, and gun-
hoat diplomacy, were not available to
the Zionists.

The only road open was 1o per-
snade whatever greal power was con
trolling Palestine that the creation of
a Jewish state would be to its advan-
tage, S0 began the nepotiations of the
Fionist  movement with the great
POWETS.

As one imperialist power blossom-
ed forth, so the Fiomist movemnent
would orientate towards it; with the
emergence of anew power inthe area,
50 the movement re-oriented.

Herzl's deputy, Max Nordau once
proclaimed: ‘Our aspirations point ta
Palestine as a compass points (o the
north, therefore we must orienlate
ourselves towards those powers {(Ger-
many and Turkev) under whose in-
fluence Palestine happens 1o be”. Or,
returning against to Herzl himseld: ‘10
His Majesty the Sultan were to give us
Palestine we could undertake 10
regulate Turkey's financey ... As &
newtral sate, we would remain in con-
stant touch with all of Europe, which
would goaraniee our existence.”

Thus the Zionists sought to gather

pickings from the disintegrating Ct-
toman empire. But the decline of Ot-
toman power, and the possibility of
gaining ground by exploiting the
inter-imperialist conflict of the First
World War, demanded that they turn
toward Britain. Seeking to utilise the
Jews, the British government issued
the infamous Balfour declaration — a
promise to favour the creation of a
‘national home for the Jewish
people’,

Prior to this the Zionist leader
Chaim Weizmann had written to the
government saying: ‘...in submiting
our resolution we entrusted owr na-
tional and Ziomisi destiny fo the
Foreign Office and the Imperial War
Cabinet in the hope that the problem
would be considered in the light of im-
perialist interests and the principles
far which the Entente stands.

Later with the decline of the
British empire and its proven inability
after the Arab Revelt of 1936-39 o
maintain control in Palestine, the
Zionists sought US support for their
project.

The outcome of the reliance of the
Zionists on imperialism for the crea-

tion and maintenance of the Israel
state was the ardently pro-imperialist
policies of the Israch state [rom the
time of the Korean war onwards.

The Establishment of
Israel

We have shown that the Zionist
movement saw its task as colonising
Palestine for ‘civilisation® — read im-
perialism. However, it would be
misguided 1o equate this colonization
with what happened for example in
South Africa. The white colonists
there were the frontier fighters of
laisser-faire capitalism. They sought
to exploit the local resources and
population for immediare benefit.

Today we see the economic apar-
theid in South Africa — blacks form-
ing the backbone of the manual work-
ing class whilst the whites fill the skill-
ed and managerial levels.

The outlook of the Zionists was
very different from this. The specific
feature of Zionism which
distinguishes it from all other madern
settler colonisation movements is that
it wanted not simply the resources of

dhonal e whiches

gratig
ate 1ls

throggh imm
. Would cofE

own classls — in@luding
a working class, The
Arahs were therdigre

not tofe exploited,
but totdlly replaced.
Consequently the
central slogans of the

Zionist colonisation

process were:

‘Conguest of the
Land’, ‘Jewish Labour’,

and ‘Buy Jewish’,

In short, Israel was

to be exclusively Jewish in

every respect (economically,
socially and politically).

It iz important not to forget the
complicity of the Arab ruling classes
in the Zionist project. The main lan-
downers, the Al-Husseinis, Auni Ab-
dul Hadi, and others all sold land to
the Zionists, who it must be
remembered, had regulations forbid-
ding its re-sale (o Arab.

On  the  political  level, the
Hashemite kings collaborated with
Zionism. In 1922 King Faisal signed
an agreement with Weizmann, in-
cluding the endorsement of the
Balfour declaration and an article
stating: ' All neceessary measures shall
be taken to encourage, and stimulate
immigration into Palestine on a large
scale.’

Finally, in 1948, Ben Gurion and
Adbullah, King of Jordan, agreed 1o
divide Palestine between themselves.

It-is well kown what the result of
Zionist colonization was. In 1948
there were 580,000 Arab refugees;
massive land confiscations meant
Arabs lost 40-50 per cent of their
land. Perhaps the clearest reflection
of Zionist ideals is the infamous “Law
of Return”, promulgated in July 1950,

This states that every Jew has the
right to come and settle in Israel. The
law of nationality passed nearly two
years later confered Israeli nationality
on any settler.

However, the Palestinian Arabs
who had fled the fighting following
organised massacres like that of Deir
Yassim were to be  treated as
foreigners; naturalisation would be
granted only after the applicant had
sworn an cath of allegiance to the new
state and the application had to be ap-
proved by the Minister of the Interior,

The Israeli nationality law is
revealing of another fundamental
carnerstone of Zionist ideology deriv-
ing from rthe false equation of
Zionism with Judaism. The Zionists
believe that world Jewry constitute a
nation which was scattered thousands
of vears ago during ‘the Diaspora’,
but which still retains its common
basis. This preposterous notion can al
best only make the concept of a na-
tion or nationality meaningless,

How can Jews from different
countries, with completely different
economic, social, cultural and
political histories be considered a
single wmit! And if they did constimre
a nation, why is it that today, 34 vears
after the foundation of the Zionist
state, the overwhelming majority of
Jews consciously chose not to
emigrate to Israel no matter how
ardently many of them defend the
policies of the Israeli state,

It is estimated that 3%: million out
of a world population of about 16
million Jews reside today in Isracl.

o
clud

3, ithedgmesans
wdeolog¥ican bé
Ziomstn  has

e "gRar has Mstitu- |
tignaliscd{gxpulsion of Arabs from
their landi discrimination against
Arshs in everyigspect of life, and does
not even offigally recognise the ex-
wstefie of ‘Palefrinians’.

¢ rationdlsation of the col-
onisaion of Pal®gine at the expense
of itSsA rab inhabii@hls has created an
ideoldfy and soci@ly which is racist to
the cor

Howeyer, it would be wrong Lo
simplistifllly project this onto the
early ZioMist movement. In fact, the
early ZioMists were oblivious to the
situation iliPalestine and even the ex-
istence of ilkArab inhabitants. When
Max Norda erzl's second in com-
mand, first recgied details on the ex-
istence of an "Arab population in
Palestine, he came shocked to Herlz,
cxclaiming: ‘I never realised this — we
arc commutting an injustice’.

This original naivete quickly gave
way to the pragmatic policies of the
Jewizh Agency, the head of whose
colonisation department, B Weitz,
commented in 1967 that 27 years
calier he had made the following
notation in his diary: ‘Between
ourselves it must be clear that there is
no room for both peoples together in
this country ... We shall not achieve
our goal of being an independent peo-
ple with the Arabs in this small coun-
try. The only solution is a Palestine,
at least Western Palestine (west of the
Jordan River) without Arabs ... And
there is no other way than to transfer
the Arabs from here to the neighbour-
ing countries, to transfer all of them:
Mot one village, not one tribe, should
be left ... Only after this transfer will
the country be ahble to absorb the
millions of our own brethren. There is
no other way out.’

Later speaking in the afrermath of
the Six Day War (1967), he made this
interesting comparison ... the War of
Independence (1948) broke oul 1o our
great fortune, In this war, a two fold
miracle occurred: territorial victory
and the flight of the Arabs. In the Six
Diay War, there was one miracler a
tremendous territprial victory. But
the general popuation of the liberated
territories remained ‘stuck’ in their
places, and this may destroy the very
foundation of our state.’
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Unluns and CND

By Alan Freeman
AUEEEETREO A TRTTY VIR

OME YEAR AGO the Labour Party conference
rajected, by 5,206,000 votes to 1.000.619 com-
posite 33 calling for withdrawal from NATO,
the removal of all American bases, "sarly warn-
ing’ systems and military vessels from British
tarritory, and the termination of military links

with America.

This year conference is
again discussing
withdrawal from NATO
and' the removal of
American  bascs; at the
time of wriling we do not
know what the upshot will
be but there is a pretiy
good chance that the vote
will be similar, with maost
of the big unions casting
bl':"'%:;"g‘":ﬁ i support of

Do their member:
approve or even know?
Unions totalling 6,000,000
members are affibated to
the Campaien for Nuclear
Disarmament — and CND
policy is to oppose NATO,
CND, and Labour Party
activists  including  the
Young Socialists, could do
nuclear disarmament a
great service by launching
a debate in the unions
about MATO s role and its
relation to the nuclear
deterrent.

Why does it matter?
Because you can’t scrap
the missiles withour leav-
ing MNATC. The “Western
Alliance®, which  links
America  and  Europe
together through a series
of - mutwal  military
arrangements, is seen by
Reagan and the Pentagon

s un integral whole.
American stralegy  in
Europe is nuclear. They
use the threal of nuclear
war, as opposed (o con-
ventional war, quite ex-
plicitly as the main threat
which will be heid over
Russia's head.

But the real function of
this threat is not te slop
sovier ‘aggression’ but 1o
cnsure that Russia con-
Linues to stand back from,
or ey to derail, third world
revolts in places hike Cen-
tral America. It is part of
the Pentagon's world
strategy and American in-
terests evervwhera would
therefore be weakened by
any holes in the European
nuclear ‘umbrella’,

Britain, as the country
most strongly aligned with
American policy, would
spark off a general move
towards the denuclearisa-
tion of Western Europe if
successiul umilateral disar-
mament went through.

But it is patenily ob-
vious, the moment you
think about it, that you
cannot. have a  nuclear
European strategy if no
European country 1s will-
ing to allow nuclear
weapons on its soil!

TONY SOUTHALL writas on Scottish CND's

St

Out of NATIJ

British nuclear dizar-
mament is therefore com-
pletely contrary . to
American interests and
they would fight it tooth
and nail. Bul how would
they fight? Well, NATO is
one of the main weapons
they would use, How can
they use it?  Simply,
because NATO also pro-

tects. so-called  “Brilish
overseas interests’. NATO
is  part of special
understanding  between

Britain and America, con-
cluded  after the Second
World War, in which Bri-
tain was allowed to remain
a world military power in
exchange for acting as
America’s junior partner,
it of this role as
world power, our basses
have cuiracied major ad-
vaolages. One of the
reasons that capital can
flood out of Britain every
time a Labour government
comes to office — for ex-
ample — 15 the fact that
British  ‘spheres of in-
flusnce’ — protected by
Britain®s warld  military
role — provide a bolthole
for the money to flood fo.
The arms trade is also =
major lynchpin of British
overseas activity, and ‘in
fact Britain was Arzen-
tina's fourth  largest
military supplier before
the South Atlantic war!
Pur because Britain is
getting weaker, it now
relies on American sup-
ri. Thatcher worked
and in hand with Reagan

Direct Action and Nuclear Disarmament

the mlss1les

Mazs action is needed to dufoa the nuclear threat

Waorse, it took us away

to support the dictators in
El Salvador (Britain was
the only European country
to send observers to the re-
cent farcical  “election’
there). In return, Reagan
backed up Thatcher in the
South Atlantic. NATO
and the ‘special relation-
ship with America’
therefore pays dividends
for British big business
and banking.

The pro-NATO lobby
in Britain is therefore a
very powerful one — and
America could summon it
into action by threatening
to withdraw military and
financial co-operation in
retaliation for  unilateral
disarmeament,

‘Destabilisation’  from
America would be ably
assisted by the Ciry,
British multinationals —
and the Labour leader-
ship. Make no mistake, if
the Labour Party is com-
mitted to defend NATO,
then all America need do
toy split the Lakour Party
down the middle is to

deliver a simple
ultimatum: change your
plans for nuclear disarma-

ment, or the postwar ar-
rangements = CRCEpP-
sirlated in NATO — are
off.

We shall be in the best
position todefeat this kind
of pressure if we resolve
Herg and now 1o break
with MATO), here and now
not to be blackmailed by
the Pemtagon, and here
and now (o prepare a fight
to the end against their
friends in the Citv and the
board rooms of Britain,
That 15 why British trade

union  members  should
make sure, when their
leaders pet  back from
Blackpool, that they are
asked "What did youw do
about MNATO in
Blackpool?®

pact our movement has

A S C ott i Sh C N D d | cu S nGXt Step A

discussion about tactics. He is 8 mamber of
Glasgow Wast CND committee and a
delegate to its recent Annual General
Meeting. He was prominent in CND’s ‘first
wave' in the 1960s and together with Julian
Atkinson wrote ‘CND 19568-65: Lessons of the
First Wavea' (availabla from Socialist

Challenge, 50p).

The debate on whether
CND should turn o non-
violent direct action came
Lo the forelront at Scottish
CND's Annual General
Meeting in Glasgow on
10411 September, It 100k
place at the end of a vear
of mounting Successes in
Scotland.

30,000 people marched
against Trident in Glasgow
this Easter. In the Hillhead
by-election there was more
CND  propagands and
campaigners than from the
parties. Polls during the
election showed 80 per
cent against Trident, in-
cluding a majority of
Tories. Jenkins, who won,
was forced to shuffle off
into shamefaced opposi-
. tion to the new missiles,

The Strathclyde Region,
home of half Scotland's
population, also houses
the new base on the Clyde,
This has been a focus for
the highly successful Scot-
tish Campaign Against
Trident, started up by
CMND. SCAT iz holding a
week of action at the end
of October, culminaling in
a mass picket in Glasgow.
There will be a Scottish
convention against Tri-
dent in the New Year.

Less people were in-
volved in the 1982 Peace
March Scotland, which

went round the country
for a couple of maonths,
and the Peace Camp out-
side the Faslane Polans
base, but these actions gol
important publicity.
Against this
background the CND An-
nual  General Meeting
recorded a movement
uncertain about just going
on -as before, and impa-
tient for a guicker alter-
native. The National Of-
ficers put a resolution ex-
pressing this, reaffirming
‘support for non-violent
direct action as a campaig-
ing tool® while recognizing
that there is no obligation
on any section of CND Lo
back specific actions, and
calling for every proposal
to be judged in the light of
the *pressing need to build
up and develop a broad-
based campaign’,
_ Thisis not the first call
for a commitment to direct
action. Why are these pro-
posals coming up after two
years of appan.nr.i) slc-
cessful campaigning?
First, the continoous
escalation of the arms
race. Activists have a real
fear of this and are recep-
uve lo any formula that
grcnuse's quick results,
econd, activists despair
of “‘conventional’ methods
in face of an ever more
powerful military machine

Soclalist Challenge 2 October 1982 page B

backed by state and
media, Mlassive
demonstrations, with

twice the number we got
together twenty years ago,
seem to have no effect,

If some of us want 10
caution  against  such
resolutions it’s nol because
we don’t want to look for
new wavs to take the cam-
paign forward. A mass
movement like CND
would be on its way out if
it didn’t continually throw
up the most diverse pro-
posals. If some of these
arise from frustration we
should still be glad thar
this 15 leading to proposals
for action and not to peo-
gle throwing in the towel,

it's in a spirit of
dialogue
members.

Two experiences from
the hirst wave of CND in

with _ fellow

the early sixtics are worth
recounting to highlight the

problems.
The Direct Action
Committes, a  pacifist

organisation pledeed to
‘non-violent  resistance’

organised symbolic. ac-
tions Lo inlerfere with
military preparations:

such as Holy Loch, May
1961, when demonstratars
vamlj.r tried to get onto the
Polariz depot ship.

This kind of action has
been and will continue to
be the provinee of a small
number of commilted ac-
tivists wha feel able and
willing to pursue this line

of sction. On oeccasion
they provide valuable
publicity.

- But there i no way
they could be peneralised
to become its main tactic.
And they can promote the

illusion that our  op-
ponents are  essentially
reasonahle people who will
be moved to disarm by our
self-sacrifice.

The Comumittes of 100
founded in 1960, pursued
direct action ﬁfa ifferent
kind. It promoted mass sit
downs that would, it was
claimed, directly challenge
the government’s ability Lo
CArTY On war preparations.
Three such events took

place  in  London in
February, April and
September . 1961 More

than ten thousand were in-
volved . in  the  [ast
Thousands were arresied,
This took up the energy of
active campaigners
throughout thar year. It
held out the promize of a
? uike victory — but all we
inished with was a pile of
fines to pay!

from the fight to ensure
the Labour Party, which
had gone  unilateralist
against the opposition of
its leader Gaitskell in 1960,
stuck tooirs new line.
Mobody has yet pro-

posed & similar course of

action in 1982, Direcl ac-
tion resolutions o SCAT
and CND are very vague,
Mot a single specific-pro-
ject has been proposed,
Yet the very opening of the
road in this direction could
threaten the basis of mass
action and political cam-
pargmng on which our
campaign has grown over
the past three years.,

Direct: action as a
perspective for CND 15 in-
adegquate — 19615 ex-
perience  shows that it
won't halt the war drive,
but it can easily demaoralise
the campaign. [ believe it is
also irrelevant 10 Lhe main
battle through which we
can win: to ensure the
Labour Party sticks to its
unilatéralist  programme
despite the wishes of its
present  leaders.  Once
again 1961 is Tull of warn-
ings.

But, comes the objec-
tion: ‘the state won't let us
win. 5o we musr take il-
legal action. Especially, we
must hil war preparalions
through sioike  action.
How do we answer?

& Our camipaign can
already record several vic-
tories. Hard Rock was
cancelled. Reagan was
forced Lo open the Geneva
talks on theatre arms
limitation — after refusing
to for 1wo years. The mm-

made internationally is
responsible for both.
& A rcampaign of n-
dustrial  action  will be
defeated if it only appeals
to workers directly involy-
ed in war preparations.
There's no way they will
throw up their jobs 1n the
present  recession.  The
lesson of every real victory
of our class Is that we can-
not win in isolation. When
UCS was saved in 1971 it
was not  becanse g
workers  occupied  the
vards bul because 80,000
others struck and poured
onto the streets in their
support.

If industrial ascrion is
necded to terminate war
production il will have Lo
mvalve every section of
the union movement. It is
on that basis that we have
ta make a priority of cam-
paigning: work in every
trade union. Then we can
talk of direct action that
will really count!

The problem is that an
orientation to the labour
movement, which could
prepare 2ctions on a really
massive scale — as the
health dispute has shown
— has been downplayed
and resisted by many of
CMD's leaders.

Socialist Challenge
supporters see the massive
grawth of CND has one of
the most important
political developments of
the last” period. We are
convinced that i CND
reasserts a commiiment Lo
mass - campaigning - and
prioritises an orientation
to the labour movement,
together we can win,



Youth march
confronts

By Redmond O'Naill

‘WE HAVE WALKED', we have walked, we
have walked, 80 miles, 60 miles, 60 miles’. This
was the proudchant of 150 youth marchersfor

‘Jobs not Bombs’

as theay

joined 3,000

demonstrators for nuclaar disarmament out-
side the Labour Party Conference in Blackpool.

Along the route

from Manchester to

Blackpool, the marchers visited factories,
hospitals and schools. They got a fantastic

response.
While right-wing
Labour Party leaders

claim that socialist policies
are the canse of Labour’s
problems, the Youth
March brought home the
fact that the majority of
people in this country are
apaingt nuclear re-
armament. Amongst
youth thismajority is over-
whelming.

They marched to the
Lawmour Party conference
to demand decisive action
by the Labour Party and
trade unions in 1933.

In  Blackpool . . the
Labour Party NEC bent
over  backwards to
associate themselves with
the march which even the
TV, radio and press could
not ignore. The NEC
broke an hour early on
Sunday to greet a delega-
tion of 35 marchers,

They may have ex-
pected starrv-eved voung
idealists, but they were
met by young fighters
who'd learnt a lot over the
last 60 miles. The marchers
statement  spelt out the
kind of action necessary 1o
make a reality of rthe
Labour Party paper com-
mittment to nulcear disar-
mament. This  ineluded
epposition 1o any witch-
hunt in the Labour Party
— because the marchers
understood rhat the witch-
hunt is aimed at silencing
people like themselves, OF
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course this was a little too
much for the Labour Par-
ty NEC!

But ecven so the state-
ment was circulated at
their meeting and 19
members, a clear majority,
signed those parts which
did not deal with the
‘delicate’ guestions of the
register and withdrawal
from NATO.

These 19 thereby com-
mitted  themselves to
organising demonstirations
and strikes against Cruise
and Trident missiles in
15983,

They backed the youth
marchers call for scrapp-
ing all nuclear weapons to
be included in Labour's
manifesto.

And surprisingly
perhaps  they  supported
the marchers' opposition
Lo any attempl 0 remove
SUppOrters of these
policies fram the Labour
Party.

S0 on Sunday Michael
Foot  representing  the
MEC: betore the “E¥
cameras could say *If there
are expulsions of sup-
porters of unilateralism in
the Labour Party T will be
the first 1o go’. Yet on
Monday the NEC propos-
ed & witch hunting register
to the Labour Party con-
ference.

This hypocrisy was not
lost on the marchers. Nor
we may hope on many

Michael Foot

conference delegates. Ag
unemploved 19 year old
Jimmy Standring from
Oldham put it “In replving
to Michael Foot: “That’s
very well zaid, but can we
trust vou?’

The conclusion of the
youth marchers is ‘MNo’l
But their morale is sky
high despiie  Michael
Foot's double-talk,

The march taught all
of them thar now the mass
movement is ‘driven into
the Labour Party then the
left can be forced to speak
out and the treachery of
the Michael Foots can be
exposed.

The wouth marchers
won't be waiting for
anyone in their fight 1o
change the LPYS and the
Labour Party.

sir confidence
comes from the response
of people along the route
and the dozens and dozens
of shop stewards commil-
tees, unions, CND bran-
ches that made the march
possible.

They will be reporting
their conclusions back to
the shop floor workers and
acrivists who have sup-
ported them.

Their message will be
‘don’t trust the left to fight
on your behall — only if
we take our fight into the
Labhour Party standing
with the mass struggles
and movements can we
make the left break from
their pseudo-unity with
the Michael Foots, Dennis
Healeys and Frank Chap
ples of the Labour Party
and TLIC! J

DE:SFHL' their sponsor-
ship of the march, the
Labour Party Young
Socialists Mational Com-
mittee were notable for
their absence throughout.

ﬁ 3F

He works for McPharsons

Brian Marden [Chair of Bury and Radcliffe LPYS).

I've never boon on & long march before. We've got to
gst an overwhelming majority for unilateralism &t the

Labour Conference. That's

only the beginning of the

job. Becausa wa will have a hard fight to make surs
that a Labour govarnmaent carries it out.

The next step is the damao agsinst Tebbit on 16 Oc-
tobar. We Need a “Jobs not Bombs' contingent on that.
This march hes made it easier for the LPYS and YCND

to come togathar.*

The march went well. We

got a big responss, a ot of
donations and a lot of

sympathy.

An Appeal to the
Delegates at the 1982
Labour Party
Conference

We, the youth march for "Jobs not
Bombs® have marched from Manchester
to Blackpool. We are here to lobby the
LP conferance. Organisaed by the Youth
CMD and sponsored by the National
Committee of the LPYS, the March
wishes to put the following points 1o
conference delegates and the Nation.l
Executive Committea of the LP:
1. Tha Conservative Government plans 1o
bring Cruise missiles to Britainin 1983. The LP
and many trade unions are committed to
opposition to all nuclear weapons.
Therafore wae call upon tha Labour Party
Ceonfaranca, the LP NEC, and the trade unions
to organise massive action in 1983 to mobilise
their members in demonstrations and in-
dustrial action against the introduction of
cruise and tridant mizsiles. If tha powar of the
Labour Party and trada unions is fully mobilis-
ad then nuclear re-armament can be stopped.
2. The Labour Party is committed to unilateral
nuclear disarmament. We call upon con-
ferance delegatas to ensura that no futura
Labour Govarnmant is committed to carrying
out this policy. As the first step we are fully in
support of those fighting for the necessary
2/3 majority at this conference to make
unilateral nuclear disarmameant part of the
Labour Party’s manifasto for the naxt ganaral
alaction.

ke .

3. We the marchers, give our fullest support
':'H mm i to all of those campaigning for nuclear disar-
It’s important to go to the mament in the Labour Party and trade unions.

Labour confersnce. Iz
thare that the march can
have its biggest impact. Its
usoless to expect anvthing
elong the linas of what wa
&re fighting for from tha
Torfas or Libarals,”

Mike and Andrew (Preston), and Gordon (Chorlay).

Mike: T'm on 8 youth scheme. Thet means I'm ganaral
dog= body. Itz scum work. [ don't like thet and | don't
lifes tha bomnbs. The march is 8 good way to bring the

two issuss together.”

Whilst the national leader-
shipof Youth CIND pulled
o all  the stops 1o
mobilise forces for the
march the LPYS leader-
ship did nothing.

The lesson for the mar-
chers is that the LPYS
must change, and only if it
does change will it withs-
tand the right-wing witch-
hunt and the youth march
in quite a small way
demonstrates exactly how

a truly mass young
socialist movement can be
built.

. That is as-a transmis-
sion bell from the mass
movement against nuclear
weapons, the rebellions of
black youth and the fight
against  unemployement
and low pav into the
political  fight for a
socialist alternative in the
trade unions and Labour
Party.

This policy has tremendous support in society
a8 a whola.

We therafora call upon conference and tha
MEC to rejact any attampt to ramowve this
policy or the paople who support it from tha
Labour Party.

Therefore the marchers stand opposed to
tha attempt to implement the register which
will hava tha affact of instituting a witch-hunt
against some of the most committed sup-
porters of this policy. Finally, the march itself,
stands on the policies of CND. This includes
British withdrawal from NATO.

Tha CND bealieva that the thraat of nuclear
waapons will not be pushad back without
taking Britain out of the nuclear alliance on
which the British nuclear re-armameant is bas-

e s e ot

e e i
On Sunday night, after the demonstration, 13

Yyouth marchers went (o lobby delegates at the =

Imperial Hotel, where the NEC are slaying.

Manggement called the police and the mar- =

chers were thrown our. Ken Livingsione put on o
yellow jacker and police tricd (o throw him out.
Joan Lestor and other NEC members inferver-
ed to say Ken was their guesi. The youth marchers
then asked if they couldn 't be puesis also. So diex

Kitson invited all the marchers in ac puests and e

they stayed at the Imperial drinking il early in the
marning!
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Socialist newspapers in the firing line
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THE PASSING of the ‘register’ by the
Labour Party conference — courtasy of
Michael Foot's right wing buddies in the
trade union leaderships — has put
socialist newspapers in the firing line in
the Labour Party.

The witch-hunters always take aim at the
most visible signs of socialist opposition to
the right wing in the party. In the 1950s it was
Socialist Outiook — today it is the Militant,
and after that other socialist papers will
follow,

The right wing always have ample accass
to the press to expross their views. Dennis
Healey is retained by Express newspapers at
FBO00 a year to say what he wants. Foot and
his friands have sasy access to the Daily Mir-
ror and a host of other papers.

Socialists have no such luxury. They have
to express themselves in their own papers.
and finance them from the small contribu-
tions of thair supportars.

Socialist newspapers don't just present
ideas — they fight and organise for them.

Aftar the Labour Party confarance the fight
against the witch-hunt goes on and will
deepen. Socialist Challenge has been in the
forefront of organising the 30 October con-
ference initiated by Hackney North CLP. Tha
fight againzt the witch-hunt will be a long and
bittar one. More than ever Socialist
Chalfenge needs your contributions to be at
the forefront of the fight.

Our thanks this wesk to:
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Haringey
Bristo!
MEB. RTD
Bath
Sheffiald
Manchastar
Cardiff

. Tower Hamlots
Southwark
Middlesborough
Oxford
Hamal
Swansea
Edinburgh
Lambeth
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Hacknay
Southampton
Islington
Brant
Newport
Wandasworth
Praston

Ferris
Piatrasik
Wolverhampton
Leeds

Livarpool
Stavens
Reading
Glasgow
Bolsaver

Outer West London
Rotherham
Portsmouth
York

Swindon
Holbrook Jonas
Wardla

Anon

Blanco White
Leamington
Abardesan

Total
Totalso far
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Where you can
buy Socialist
Challenge

Scotland

ABERDEEN: 50 avalabd at Baom-
1w hoaks, King 30, For moreinfs
risig Bill 858 284,

EDINBURGH: 5T  aohd - Thur
4155, 15pm Bus Srntion, 8L An-
drews Square 2nd karam of Wavesly
sepe 4.30:5 307 B 10.30:3pm. East
End. Prince 51, Al mvailable fiom
151 May Books, of Berter Banks, For-
et Bal, More info on bacal activiy
from 30 oo Boa G lst Mav
Baokshop. Camlienaker Bow, .
GLASGOW: 5 sales svery Thur/Fn
4305 Mpm nr Central Saakan, Also
availabie a1 Barrens, Byres Bd: Clade
Books, High St Glasgow Raokshop
Coligaive, Cresswell 1ane;  Hope
Srreet Book Centre. ’
HAMILTON: 50 sale cvery Gm
1-4pm. oulside Saleway, shopping
cemire, For more info contact John
Fard, 21 Blind Crescent, Hanslten or
Paub Yaungsna, 18 Forrest Cosuend.
Hamnigiorn,

What is Trotskyism?
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MANSFIELD: Fei 3-Spm, Riockwell
Ciade, Set 10200132 \'-F::lme. Fos
Seanoii. Shopping  Cearre Sal
03012,

NEWCASTLE: 50 on salc cvery Snr
1l0pm ouside  Fenwicks. - Alsa
available an Duss of Hope bookshop,
Wesigate R Every Frday sutside
Mewensle Univeraily beiween 12 and
cutside Mewarsile Fobvischale  bets
ween 12-1 every Momiday.
NOTTINGHAM: 5C sald every Sal
12-1 gins SlabSquare, For info phome

e i i .-.:. i - = rn

i

Who is Khomeini?

In the last issue, John Ross showed how capitalist regimes
in the semi-colonial world irevilably rermain loyal to their
class interests despite taking far reaching anti-imperialis
meastires, This week he loaks ar Khomeini's regime in fran

EANS

OLDHAM: 50 sold every Saturdny
putsids Yorkshae Bank, High Steeet,
For mare information abou! locx! 2c-
tivitics. Tel, OhL-A3X 5151,
OXFORD: 5C sald Fri 12-2ous cal-
isde Kings “Arms and . svery Sat
10,30-12.30pm i Corpmarker,
SHEFFIELD: 5L oo sale Tharsdny,
Pond 54, 4.30-6pm;  Satdrdny,

Jfrom that point of view.

WHAT IS the nature of the Khomeini regime in
Iran? What attitude should be taken to it? That
is a quastion which has created wide confusion

on the left.

When the Shah of Iran
was overthrown in
February 1979 this was
greeted  with  preat  joy
throughout the world. The
seizure of the United
States embassy in Tehran
also created enthusiasm,

The Khomeini govern-
ment declared itself a
*revolutionary Islamic’
regime. Some on the left
saw il @s an ‘anti-
imperialist force!,

Others pointed out the
repression  carried:.  outl
against the working class
by the regime, its torture,
its savage war against the
Kurds and other oppressed
nationalities, its denial of
the rights of women.

That the regime was
‘even worse Lhan the Shah!
was taken up in the press
and echoed in some left
wing papers.

In reality, however, the
apparent contradictions of
the Khomeini regime are
nol contradictions at all.
The government's nature,
and the attitude to be,
taken to it, are clearly
cutlined in the theory of
permanent revolution. Itis
ndesd one of the illustra-
tions of the great strengths
of this analysis that it can
explain & regime such as
Ehomeini's.

The character of the

discnss the new Lihoor lef

and women's liberation.

Labour: Party

mavement today,

23-24 October

Kingsway Princeton College
Sidmouth Street, off Gray’s Inn Rd
Landon e

A WHOLE WEEKEND debatinga &
programme to beat the crisis. That's ;=
what is taking place on 23-24 October::
at a forum organised by the Marxist ::

journal International.

The weekend will start with an
introduction on the world
financial and economic crisis,
the context for Britain’s crisis.
The presentation will be by Ernest
Mandel, perhaps the best known
revolutionary Marxist authority
on the subject.

The rest of the weekend will be given

over to discussing the
different facets of the crisis.
Frances Morell, Alan Froeman and Labour Briefing wil
Bee Campball pnd Valerie Coultas debale Sweet Freedomsy

John Harrison on the Brifish economic disaster

Ken Livingstone, Hilary Wainwright and Tesza van
Gelderan discue the lessons of the GLC

John Ross and Duncan Hallas debate cniryvism and the

Mike Davis on exterminism and the cold war
Pat Hickey, John Deasen (Sociafin Workerf and Alan
Tharnett (Socialist Grganisers on the trade pman

clear when its class nature,
as a government of a semi-
colonial capitalist class, is
looked at in the concrete
situation in lran.

Every capitalist class
attempts (o maximise its
interests. A semi-colonial
bourgeoizsic has two im-
medigie enemics. One is
imperzalism. Above gl
however, as we discussed
earlier in this series with
Masser, a semi-colonial
bourgenisic must defend
itself against its own work-
ing class.

Prior to 1979 the Shah
of Iran had maintained the
closest possible ties with
imperialism — above all
with the United States.

Through this alliancc
he had concentrated in his
hands, those immediately
around him, such
resources and profits that
his ~ government  had
kecome intolerable and
oppressive not only {or the
working class and peasants
of Tran but also for lavers
of the Iranian capitalist
class itself.

Meanwhile the only
significant mass indepen-
dent warking class
organisation, the Com-
munist (Tudeh) Party was
deeply discredited by s
whole previous policy.

The huge TIasS
maobilisations which

s
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starled against the Shah
were therefore composed
of the workers: and
peasants of Iran bul sup-
ported by far wider laycrs
than that. In the end these
muobilisations . developed
such a dypamic that oot
anly the Shah but his
regime was overthrown by
a vast popular insurrec-
Lion. T

This cituation,
however, posed the Ira-
nian hourgeomsic with a
tremendons problem.  In
the case of mast ‘populist’
bourgeois regimes — for
example Nasser in Egypt
or Peron in Argentina =
the capitalist -class main-
fains a strong siale ap-
paratus, In  parliculas
these  regimes  necd o
strong army with which to
control and repress the
working class. The
capitalist class Wils
preparcd Lo engage in anti-
imperialist actions - only
becguse it had this power-
ful state with which to con-
trol the working class and
peasants, execute their
leaders, break up  their
organisaitons, and prevent
them asserting their in-
dependent class goals.

But in Iran this state
apparalus  was  tremen-

Y =y

dously weakened, and its
central core, the army.
almost smashed by then-
SUFFECTiON. The
bourgenisie could not rely
on normal ‘ad-
ministrative’ methods of
repression because its state
apparaius was too weak, It
had to rely on another
force 1o ¢channel and con-
trol the working class and
peasanis -while the state
apparatus was rebuilt,

The only fTorce which
could do this i lrun was
Khameini. Khomeini
possessed the most power-
ful political weapon with
which to control the
masses — his prestige as
symbol -and leader of the
struggle against the Shah.
He possessed in the Shi'ite
clersy the strongest ad-
ministrative apparatus in
the country from which to
launch repression agains
the working class and its
allies.

A figure such as Bani-
Sadr might have had a
‘tidier! and more rational
ghort term economic plan
for the Iranian capitalist
clags. But to maintain its
class rule js, for the
bourgeoisie not primarily
2 qguestion of Ccareful’
economic  planming  or

more-efficient administra-
tiont..  To.  rule; the
bourgeoisic must have as
powerful  as  possible
political control of the
masses and as sirong as
possible  repressive. ap-
paratus. A figure such as
Bani<Sadr  lacked
political support and ad-
minjstrative hase from
which o control, repress,
and defeat the working
class and peasanls. .
The Khomeinl regime
was néeded for the Iranian
bourgeoisie not primarily
because it was the most

anti-imperialist. On  the
contrary  ils reéal anti-
impenalist acltions  were

extremely small compared
1o a fipure such a5 Nasser.
Its imporrance was that it
was the strongest force in
the country for breaking
up any independent move-
ment of the working class,
peasants, and oppressed
nationalities.

Once that fundamental
character of the regime is
undersiood  then all its
subsequent  twists  and
turns fall into-place.

MNext waak, wa will look at
the development of the
Khomeini regime — Its
repressigsn  amid ‘anti-
imperializt’ demagogy.
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at OLIYHAM putside the ¥ orkahine
Banlk, Figs Spor BURY in (he shop-
pang peecioet wnd e Mero Boska, 8t
BOLTON 0 the 10w eemtres aiwd ni
MANUHESTER ot om - ansd
Dhrivbenden markets 1 ine 1 Rais
nnd - al o Gazsroats and

Tereival:
Bonkshopr, Tl 1236 4505 far fur-
1her info;

Bookshops
BANGOR: Rainbows, Halyhesd
Raad, [Inper Basyor, Uenmodad
BRADFORD: Fourth [dea Bonk-
ibep, 14 ‘::mﬂrm. ;
BRIGHTON: The Pubilic House, Lit-
il Preston S1.

BRISTOL: Faltmorks, 110 Chelien-
hazh Kd, Bristol 5.

BIRMINGHAM: Cnher Bookshap.
137 Dighelh, Brmingham :
DURHAM: Durham City Co-op
Bnokshon, Eia MNow Elvet,

ILFORD: Somth Essus Beokshop, 335
Ley Strect. !
MILTON KEYNES: Cukleal Books,
WM Ciinchy Strect, Walverton.
OXFORD: EOA Dooks, 34 Cowley
Red.

LEIGEETER: Blackihorn Books, H
igh S, Deicesder, and ¥ Karia, 534
London Rd, 1eicester.
LIVERPOOL: News from Mewhere,
1) whitechapel, Liverpaal L1

LONGQON: Cemral Books, 37 Gray:
inn Rz Colleins, Charing Cross Rd,
W2 Paperback Boaks, Brixzon nnd

Fargnre 10.30- 1230k,
SOUTHAMPTOMN: 30 on dale Sat
L0arm-1 2 moan uﬂ-ﬂ'l}uw:l Bar Faost Q-
fice (Shonpi et
#FEFFORHD?K an Snle Markel 3g
Bal lanch-time.

ETOCKPORT: 5C sald every Satur
dny, Ipm, Mersey Way. Can ha
deibversd weekly: phoos 483 FHOS
{evening), 236 4505 [dayl
SWINDON: B0 an sale 11-1 svery
tat, Regens St (frunel Cendegl.
TEESSIDE: SC an sle S, lunchtune
il Cleveland Centre, und in
Mewsfare, Linthorpe Read, Ml
dlesbroagh, and outskde Waslwanhs
an Srackoen Hagh Sieegt,
WOLVERHANMPTON: 5L sales on
Thur/Fri o Poly Siedasls  Union
fram  toon-2pm ol Brilsh Fail
4, 3Gpm: and ‘i!l!’lsrlh}l' near - Hedal-
Lis. town contre from 1 lam: 2o
YORK: o sale cvery Thursday, dale
office’ . Chiford  Steect, ':-."II'.I-Il_.:
Upiversity Yanbuigh College 12-2
Sazrday m Coney et 111,

London

BRENT: 8C okl Willedsr Junclion
Thur &, 3om.

EALING: S5C seld Thur, Eabig
Broadwiy, tihe, S-épm.

EMNFIELD: ST ar Nelsons BewsIgemnis,
Londes Kd. Exfieid Town
HACKHMNEY: 5 oa saic oo cithbe
thrngghous  Hackney, at - pubfic
mesings, aod hecal [asiories. Lon-
aet a5 edn PO Bax 36, 136 Ringsiand
High S, Lesidon EB-INF o phone -
Wcpan o Jahn nf 399 EZRE. 00
HOUNSLOW:. SC :
Husansiow  Basl tobr,
£15-6.15pm.

T5LEIN N - Evesy ek, B LS al
Hallawary Fimd tube and Highbury -

bl

KILBLIR®N: 5 sales evgry Sol, am
R Sguare, and Tharsday
H. 3aim 23 Qusecns Park tube,
LAMEBETH; 5C sold Thur and Fr
evenings azit Thar mernings ourskde
Brixtom ube.

NEWHAM: 5C a0bd Sat 11am 1
nran, Cueen’s K ML Uptoa Pask
PADCHNGTON: 50 sold at Por-
paketis Rel murked Sal atl oo,
WEMBLEY: 5C sades Frih.45&m0 al
mMorth Wembley B Seation

Charlotte 513 KHburn  Bookslep.
Eilbwrn High Road, NW6 . The
Boakplacy, Peckhars High S, BRLS;
Books  Plus,  Lewisham: Balhom
Foad Co-ap; Housmans, § Calsdo-
nkan R, NI Compendiem, Camden
Towd MW Orel,  Eendich Town:
siew Beacon, Seven Sislers Rd, M40
Ihe Other Baoksheop, 128 _U|:.l|.n.'|’ b
M1 Hookmarks, Seven Sisters Bl
Wi: Centgrprise, |26 Kingsland High
% Ef; Dilbons. QMC: Page Cne,
1% The Other Bookshop, 134 Lin-
per S, M1 Reading Matlers, 'I-’r:-ﬂf
Crect fiext 10 Samsbudy’a Viklage
Books, Sireatham; Tethric Books,
Clapham; Papeshock Centre, Biia-
ton; Ul tabe Kiogk Shokii Books,
46 Higgh 5. Southall. !
BORT  TALBOT; MeCpaville's
ewsngent, Station Hoad.
ROTTINGHAM: Mushroom Dosks,
Heatheeae St, Heckley,
SOUTHAMPTON: Ociober Books,
Dpsloa: Rond. i
YORK: Commusiry Breaks, Waln
pute.

Oreler from SO, H{J Bow 30, Londort NJ 2XP.

What's Left

RATES for What'a Lafr. Bp per word
or £4 per cod inch. Dendiine: noon
Sal piier to publicatiaa. Paymant in
ndvonce, Flene 01-353 B180,

SPARE BOOKS! Any boaks you dan’l
wanl tuking np valushie space oo your
Brokshelurs? Send them 1o the Qrher
ﬁ:’r:lls-h-.‘lp. 328 Upper St Landon Rl

BADGES MADE: Glesgew 5O sup
poriérs have a badgc-making mnchine,
wall anks badges quickky and cheaphy
e your sampaggn/unions L abour Par-
ty - i all the niotey goss Decicanta
the sirugple for- seashiunl Wesle for
deralisiquones woz 3C (Glaggow), PO
D &0, Condon N1 2XP.

QOctober Banquet
2 Ocrober

East London Socialist Challange

Parry Anderson and Bernadettn MaoAliskey also
mvited,
=5 Admission To the weskend costs just £4, £2.50 por day.
e A crache is provided and food will be avallable.
Wirite for ticketa to. Internetianal.
‘Dabating Sesisliam’, PO Bus 5. London NI 2P
Cheguns payable (0 Intematisnasl.

Splendid food, auction, Disco and bar,
Guest speakers from Central America
Tickets from M Martin PO Box 36

136 Kingsland High Road, ES (986 64349)
Chegques to Hackney Book Club

22nd October

7pm County Hall
Waterloo

T tickats £5
e e saens
L
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THE WORST thing about Phil Hearse's and Ros
Kaplan's articles (SC 19 August) was not their
concentrating on tactical advice best left to
those on the spot. It was the way this let the
PLO off the hock on its main weakness — its
strategic orientation.

The majority within the PLO have always
pased their struggle in sectoral and classless
terms: a struggle for the liberation by the
Palestinian people. They have in practice
separated out the Palestinian gquestion from
the other problems of the Arab East. They pose
the solution mechanically — originally by
military means. and now, more and more. by
diplomacy.

This has lead the PLO to partially subor-
dinate its activity to the interests of the petty
bourgeois and semi-feudal Arab regimes. And
more recently to European imperialism.

if anything is to be salvaged from the wreck
in the Lebanon, these lessons are going to have
to be learned by the Palestinian vanguard. The
articles in guestion not only failed to make
thesa points but actually disguised the truth in
two ways.

Firstly, by stressing the importance of the
Palestinian militia’s. the articles give the im-
pression that these were still a nuisance to
Israsl. In fact, this ceased to be the case some
years ago.

The main threat to Israeli strategy has for
some time come from the Arab population in
the occupied territories and within the 1948
borders. As such, the fate of the Palestinians
fighters only beats indirectly on the future of
the Palestinian struggle according to how it af-
fects the morale of the internal resistance. For
the PLO to fight to the last in Beirut, taking
thousands of civilianz with them, would
therefore have been a fairly futile gestura.

Secondly, the articles suggest that any
decision to evacuate would be an accomoda-
tion to imperialism. Unfortunately. this is ex-
actly what the PLO majority has been sesking
for some time.

In fact, there is no principled objection to
the PLO using every tactical division within im-
perialism to obtain the best possible terms for
their withdrawal.

The point that must be made is that for all
its counting on the European political leaders
and for all its ‘moderation’, the PLO ultimately
had no friands.

The PLO leadership will undoubtedly con-
tinue its rightward evolution in its scattered
bases. But the hope must be that a new leader-
ship will draw the lessons and give fresh im-
petus to the struggle.

HANNA KHAMIS, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD.

e
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Who killed Gemayel?

CHRISTINE PLATT = article about Beirut was
interesting, as well as posing some serious

guastions. In particular, why are the Israsli's

allied with a Nazi organisation and who did kill
Bashir Gemayel?

It was reported at the  suspicious. 3
time of the assasination Also the easc with
that Yasser Arafat blamed  which the assasins

penetrated the Israeli rin

around West Beirut — an

then being able to plant the
car bomb let alone
detonate it at exactly the
right moment — pushes
the bounds of coincidence.

the Israeli's, but this was
dismissed as propaganda.
But in dealing with
Zionists, one must always
ask “Who benefits?’,
With Gemavel as Presi-
dent, and the PLO ot of
Beirut, there is a strong

possibility that Lebanon For  seven  wears,

Letter:

letters

R
kbRl

Letter :
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Israel not achieved aims

‘FIGHT LIKE a man and dis with our boots on’
adds up to a good line in a John Ford movie but
a disastrous one for the class struggle. Yet the
thrust of the centre-spread and back-page ar-
ticles in Socialist Challenga by Phil Hearse and
Ros Kaplan (19 August) clearly add up to a de-
mand that the Palestinian fighters sacrifice
their mass organisations in return for a heroic
martyrdom

A more disgraceful ex-
ampie of what Lenin call-
ed ‘infantile leftism’ is
harder to imagine.” But
what else can vou call
statements like *The PLO

Church and not of revolu-
tionary  Marxism, Phil
should be reminded.

The centre-spread
almost does the impossible
by being worse than the

can hest prepare the  hack-page article. Here, in
ground for continuing Ros Kaplan's piece, the
strugele by staying in PLO withdrawal is de-

Beirut and fighting (o the
bitter end’ or, ‘the lessons
of all defeats iz thar it is
immeasurably better to go
down with & fight'.

nounced in advance as
‘capitulation to Israel and
imperialism”’, a sentiment
echoed in the pathetic
statement of the RCG
where the heroic eleven-

These two statements
were i Phil Hears's article
along with the view that
the PLO's ‘real victory
wonld be {o stav to fight 1o
the end’. Victory through

week struggle is given the

verdict of ‘a shameful
capitulation’.
The facts remain,

Sharon faided in his at-
tempt to imposc a final

solution on the PLQO.
Despite the military blows

death is a slogan of the
reactionary Catholic

thing.
said:

head”,

earth,

others q dearth.

this world,

absurd.

stealth,

Israel's main aim has been
denied them. Even their
repeared provocations in
breaking the various
ceasefires didn't work and
Reagan was forced tostep
in to halt the rapid
deterioration in.  the
political standing of the
US-Israel alliance.

In . this situation
Soctalist Challenge should
have been turning the
heat, not on the PLO, but
on the Labour leadership
in Britain whosa silence
has been nothing short of
criminal. Demands should
have especially been plac-
ed on the Lefis soch as
Tony Benn whaose links
with Zionism are well
known. Phil and Ros
targetied the wrong peo-
ple, and in doing =0 served
the intcrests of the wrong
class,

Ailean O'Callaghan
1/647 TGWU and Har-
row Central CLP

Socialism in our
lifetime

By Ernest Wakefiaid

If helping the workers is classed as left wing,
then right wing must stand for the opposite

Which leads one (o think that one thing must be

‘Warkers need right wingers like a hole in the

The creation of goods from the crust of the
should not lead to opulence for some and for
But to fair shares for all and security for life,
withou! all this rat-race and siruggle and Strife.
The creation of jobs could be the easiest thing in
but under the capitalist system they make it

For they will only invest their pilfered wealth
where they can get more slave labour by their

If capiralism was the only way (o create muck,
then it would be argued we should follow such.

But workers shouwld know it need not be that

way,
elect and the PLO are
ng;-x'here around, he is kill-
ad!

Private Eve has recent-
ly  expozed how the
Israeli’s have established
two settlements in South
Lebanon and have issued
maps showing Hebrew
place names for numerous
Lebanese towns, including

Jor capitalisis need us, bur we do not need they.

And furthermore, in this micro-chip oge

if' it’s deft in their hands some still will slave.
And instead of us having a four day for all,
it"ll be riches for them, and the rest ro the wall,

Now if we could all be conservative or capitalisrs

then into that ring we could all throw our hat.

Beirut (Be’erot). for thar,
Finally, for seven

years, the Israeli's have paar,

backed the Phalangists

without a qualm. Sudden- {he score.

Bur capitalism thrives only by keeping some

bt we could all become socialists and share out

would have become a
‘stable’ country.  This
‘stability’ would Thave
removed the rofson d’efre
for the Israeli presence
there. The indecent haste
in which the [srachi’s mov-
ed into West Beirut &5 more
than - just a little

neither the muslim militias
nor the PLO were able to
pull off such a feat — and
without the presence of the
Israeli army.

Suddenly, when Bashir
Gemayel 15 surroundad by
the protection of the

Israeli army, is President

Iy, with the PLO out of the
way, two recenl items in
the Jewish papers in the
narth have painted out the
Phalangist MNazi links.
Evidently, the ZFionists
have decided that they no
longer need their ‘allies”.

Bill D, Manchester.

Sa there surely is an alternative way,

and that is when sacialism is here fo stay.
So vote left wing and get rid of the blues,
JSor capitalist competition kills, but socialist
coaperation builds,
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By Jeff King

hospital corridors.

Yes the massacres and
the atrocities were carried
out by the Phajange but
they were ing and in-
stigated by tﬁfutwn ‘god
fathers' of Jerusalem,
Menachem Begin and
Ariel Sharon,

Sharon had wanted the
Lebanese armed forces to
enter the camps and deal

with  the  Palestinian
ulation but the army
chief Khouri said his

pvernment had forbidden
im (o do so.

This iz where Israel’s
Phalangist allies came in.
If the Lebarese army
could not do the job, then
the Phalange could be
relied on to do it. The
camps were then obliging-
Iy sealed off by the Israels
army.

THE REAL ¢
TERRORISTS

WHETHER IT WAS the mobsters of the Israeli-
backed Major Saad Haddad. or the thugs of the’
Phalange internal security committes boss. Ali
Hbeika, or even an ad-hoc group of Christian
marcenaries who carried out the Sabrs and
Chatila massacres is not the main point. True
enough the gangsters of the Phalange
murdered their way through the two camps,
sparing no-cne in their frantic blood lust. And it
was the Phalange thugs who tore the saline
drips from the arms of the wounded in the Ac-
ca hospital and murderad their victims in the

All through the night
the skies were it up by the
Izraeli flares so that the
Phalange could hunt down
their unarmed @ victims.
The murder squads were
even provided with Israeli
military rations — murder
is a hungry business.,

When a group of sur-
viving Palestinians, mostly
feer s found some
abandoned Kalashnikovs
and fired at the Isracli
positions they were wiped
put by phosphorous and
high explosive shells from
the Israeli soldiers.

To Begin znd Sharon
the purpose of the exercise
was twofold, Firstly, it was
to strike terror into the
Palestinian refugees.

They were to be taught
that the shightest resistance

toe Israel meant draconian
;‘rumshmcﬂt even death.

By uSmF the Phalange
the: Israeli leaders wanted
10 show the world that
Bewrut and the Lebanon
was unsiable and that only
an Israeli presence could
guarantee order. The
Phalange could do the dir-
ty-work and then conve-
mently take the hlame,

.. The whole sordid exer-
cise has begun (o blow up
it the face of the Begin ad-
ministration. Each day it
becomes clearer that the
massacres were carried out
for the lsraelisand that the:
B administration has
duly earned its title as ter-
rorists.

In Israel the atrocities
committed at Sabra and
Chatila have sent tremors
of revulsion through a
population already grow-
g more and more sick
with Begin's dirty war.

Thi. demonstration of
fpeuple shows the

depth of the crisis facing
Begin. That protest has to
be extended on- a warld
scale. In every country the
labour movement should
be  demanding the im-
mediate withdrawal of all
Israeli  and imperialist
troops from the Lebanon.
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Protest aga?nst pogrom fﬁf}_ebanan

Israeli troops out of Lebanon!

Saturday 9 October
Speakers Corner 12pm
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