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HAROLD Wilson is ‘doing something’
about unemployment.

claims.

He announced a series of measures to deal
with unemployment three months ago. And
now there is to be a ‘new package’ on the same

lines.

A key part of the last package was the creation of
special, new jobs for unemployed school leavers by

the government’s Manpower Ser-

"iocs Commission. This is likely to
sceive an even bigger role in any
new package.

The news has, however, been
greeted with something less than
rapture by unemployed school leavers
in Haringey, North London.

Last week the local council proudly
boasted that ‘Haringey is first'—first
in the government’s scheme of job
creation,

The borough has been given £27,-
000. And with the money it has taken
on 12 unemployed school leavers to
reclaim a plot of derelict land,

The news of this great venture
appeared on the same front page of the
local paper that carried the area's
latest unemployment figures.

Struggle

In the last month, 1000 more men
and women have lost their jobs. A
total of 5500 are now signing on the

‘olc. There are only 250 vacancies for
W .c whole area.

in other words, the jobs creation
scheme has managed (o produce just
one new job for every 100 destroyed.

This fraud, this joke, this insult will
be solemnly debated this week in front
of every television viewer in the land.

Jack Jones and Len Murray will be
summoned before the cameras to tell
you how important are such ‘new
measures’.

Like a circus audience cheering
on the clowns, we will be expected
to sit and applaud.

Alternatively, we might
care to stand up and
shout back. We might
care to join in the real
Fight for the Right to

Work.

INSIDE

More CIA agents
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a £500 carve-up
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WILSON’S
JOBS
FRAUD

One new job for

Or so he

Support grows
for Right to
Work Campaign

TRADE UNION bodies from all over the
country are sponsoring the National Right to
Work Campaign. Among the bodies the
Campaign has heard from so far are:

Trades councils in Cardiff, Greenwich, Wakefield,
Northampton, Waltham Forest, Barnet, Kingston,
Bangor, Beaumaris and Llangefini.

Shop stewards' committees at M:ssez: Ferguson,
Manchester; Feinger, Blackburn; AUEW TASS,
GEC Elliot, Lewisham; Borg Warner, Letchworth;
Cannon Industries, Black Country.

AUEW branches at Ford's Dagenham;
Manchester; Pilton, Edinburgh; Willesden No 3;
Chiswick No 2; Ealing No 15; Caventry No 74-322
CT: Blackburn No 1; Letchworth No §.

And these other trade union bodies:

UCATT Northsmpton; UCATT Wolverhamp-
ton; UCATT Crooks branch; NUR Oid Oak
Common Branch; NUR Cambridge branch; NUPE
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, London; NUPE North
Camden Health branch.

NUPE North Hammersmith Health branch;
TGWU 1696 Manor House Hospital; TCWU 6123
West Houghton; TGWU ACTS 9316 York;
Lambeth NALGO Executive;: CPSA London Area
Committee No 4.

ASTMS Norwich General branch; ASTMS
Leicester branch! ASTMS Divisional Council No 9;
ASTMS Divisional Council No 9 NHS Advisory
Committee; ISTC No 1 branch, Greenwich; APEX
Horbury branch; NATSHE Pitfield Street branch;
NATSHE Woolwich College branch.

London North Central Telephone Area GMO
branch CPSA; J and C Moores SOGAT Chapel
Committee; EETPU No 2 Cardiff branch; Glasgow
NUS: Tavistock Youth Club; Indian Workers
Association, Wolverhampton,

. The Right to Work marchers: Pages 8 & 9
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By Marion
Townshend, NUPE,
shop steward
Withinglon Hospital
NURSING cadets
Jighting sackings at
North Manchester
General Hospital on
Monday. This picket
was organised by the
Joint shop stewards'
committee and the
Manchester Fight the
Cuts Committee.

More than 100
trade unionists from
local hospitals and
colleges gave out
leaflets to visitors and
stopped buses 1o
teaflet the passengers.

The pickets
marched to the
administrative offices,
shouting: MORE
NURSES NOT LESS
and NO CUTS.

Chris Davies (Raport)

Picture:
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told that the South African presence doesn't
matter, because the MPLA are ‘Marxists’ and
‘Russian puppets’, that they are winning because of
Cuban troops.

But the MPLA secured their hold on the capital,
Luanda, more than a year ago, when the main form
of foreign aid going into Angola was CIA money
and arms for their enemies.

They are winning now because they have more
support than their rivals, The Times reports that, in
Benguela and Lobito, behind South African lines,
black dock workers are on strike in their support.

In South Africa, one of the few legal black

They know that if the South African troops are
defeated in Angola, resistance against the
apartheid regime in Namibia and South Africa will
increase a hundredfold.

Vorster, the South African premier, knows it.
That is why he has resisted pressure to withdraw
from Angola, has called up reservists and has
changed conscription regulations so as to compel
conscripts to fight outside South Africa.

Virtually every trade union body in Britain has,
at some time or other, passed a resolution against
apartheid.

Now is the time for these resolutions to be put

THE HERRENVOLK are in retreat. The
white, racist troops of the South African
Reich have suffered their first, major defeat,

The black freedom fighters of the MPLA have
won the first battles in the fight to smash the hold of
apartheid throughout Southern Africa.

That is the meaning of the news coming out of
Angola this week as the forces of the MPLA
approach the city of Huambo, the headquarters of
the South African and CIA backed UNITA.

But the South Africans have powerful allies. For
a long time, the press and TV in this country

Pége Six

Steel : covered up for their presence and for the massive organisations, the Black Peoples Convention, into effect, for us to throw our support behind the
i Pages Thirteen CIA finance to the anti-MPLA forces. . risked persecution and arrest last month to vow MPLA in its struggle against South Africa’s
sell-out and Fifteen Now a different story is being peddled. We are their support for the MPLA. crumbling defence lines.



2 SOCIALIST WORKER 31 January 1976

Birmingham Crown Court last week for the

murder of a policeman.

For him and the 1000 other black youths who were
rounded up, dragged out of bed, stripped, searched,
finger-printed, interrogated, and some say brutally
beaten during the police investigation—it is just

By John Plummer
DESMOND Wilson was jailed for life at ‘

CL

IFE

another stage in the police harassment which is an

everyday part of their lives.

The road to jail began outside Birmingham's
Rainbow Club, a popular venue for many young
blacks who went there for the music and the dancing.
It was also a popular haunt for the police who
regularly harassed the youngsters and pushed them

around.

This time, instead of ‘taking it’ or just shouting, a

‘LET THIS CHILD DIF’
—STRIKE-BREAKE

By Colin Cameron (secretary, Bristol Unemployed
Workers Committee)

RIO TINTO ZINC, the British-owned multinational
mining company bossed by Sir Val Duncan, a
personal friend of Labour Chancellor Denis Healey,
has found interesting allies in its war against striking
workers at its Commonwealth Smelting plant

For three months, those workers have been out against redundan-
cies and in defence of manning levels. Now, at the toughest point in
the struggle, they have been told to meet their electricity bills

immediately or be cut off.

The electricity authorities could classify strikers as hardship cases and
allow them to pay oustanding bills in the future, when they are less hard
pressed. But they usually refuse to do so, insisting instead that the bills must

be paid.

In the case of the Commonwealth Smelting strike. their usugal ruthlessness

has given way to downright brutality. For they have threatened to cut off

electricity to the St Carryette family.
whose daughter Lindsay would dieas a
result.

The St Carrvette family recently got
a £52 bill. Like the rest of the
Commonwealth Smelting workers,
they had little hope of paying.

So the Smelter strike claims
committee contacted the South
Western Electricity Board;, pleading
hardship.

Ihey explained that the St
Carrycttes’ little daughter, Lindsay,
suffered from cystic fibrosis and had
to sleep in an electrically-powered
humified tent.

If the electricity was cut off, they
explained, she would die.

They pressed the point again with
the-Electricity Board arrears officer,
Mr Cody. He refused to let the St
Carryettes’ bill be held over until after

Some of the 2000 people who
marched in London last Sunday
in protest at the Indian State of
Emergency and the imprisonment
of 100,000 political opponents of
the prime minister, Mrs Gandhi.
The demonstration was called by
the Maoisi-backed Alliance
against Dictatorship in India. But,
although most of the political
prisoners are trade unionists or left
wingers, the organisers allowed a
speaker from Jan Sangh, the
extreme right wing Indian Party.

MICHAEL FOOT, Minister

KILLER :5isgas
GETSe3
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The hysterical Evening Mail:

fight broke out which ended with one of- the
policemen lying wounded in the street.

In court. Desmond Wilson said: ‘I did not want to
injure the officer in any way. I did not want 1o hurt
the officerat all. . . The whole thing is a bad accident.
I am truly sorry. I did not intend anything that
happened.’ Desmond is 21, the oldest of ten children,
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NOW EXPOSE

A product of police harassment
NCH-FIST

e anrow

and the father of a child.

The Birmingham Evening Mail, ever anxious to
point the finger at the local black community
heralded news of the conviction with the headline
CLENCHED FIST KILLER GETS LIFE.

In case readers didn’t grasp this reference, the Mail
continued with: ‘A young West Indian nicknamed
“Killer” by his friends . . . '

They also told of a ‘disturbance among 40 West

Indians in the public gallery, which was quelled by

'SOCIALIST’ FOOT!

come together with local International

police officers.” Eye witnesses say this is just typical
Evening Mail fantasy.

We don't know whether Desmond’s hand held the
knife which killed the policeman. But we do know
that the way the case has been handled from start to
finish, and the hysterical coverage of the Evening
Mail, will do nothing but inflame the very real issue
of police harassment of black people.

the strike.
REPLY

Indeed, he insisted that the normal
cutting off procedurc must be applied.
Told repeatedly about the special
circumstances, he refused to budge.

In other words, he held the threat of
death over a little girl to try to force
the family to pay up. The strikers at
Avonmouth have obtained evidence

that this is more than just heartless elections.

Unemployment, s
Southall, West London this Saturday

celebrations
Executive of the Southall
Workers" Association. -

Perhaps Foot doesn't know it, but
the Southall IWA has no right to
arrange the celebrations. They were
bound constitutionally to give up
office months ago and hold fresh
Instead

speaking in
5.30pm, Saturday

Mass plcket against Michael Foot

31

(31 January) at India Republic Day Opposite Dominion Cinema at The
organised by the | Green, Southall (5 minutes, Southall
‘Indian station).

Socialists to form a Southall Action
Committee against Unemployment.
Its first activity will be to greet
Foot's arrival in Southall with a mass
picket. Leaflets were being distributed

Januvary,

campaigning
Ghandi’s brutal policies

they suspended

elections and have spent their time
in defence of Mrs

A campaign has been developing in
Southall to force such elections. Now
some members of that campaign have

this week calling for support for the
picket and exposing a so-called
sacialist minister who presides over
one and a half million unemployed
and who also lends his support to a
regime which locks up and tortures
trade unionists.

bureaucracy.

They can prove it is politically
inspired against the strikers.

Early in the strike, they wrote to
their MP, Minister of Energy,
Anthony Wedgwood Benn, asking
him to prevent disconnection of
electricity to the strikers. Eventually,
the strike claims committee got a reply
from Mr L J J Mackinnon, one of
Benn’s juniors at the Department of
Energy

He said the Department had no
power to direct the local Electricity
Soard on such matters. But, he added.
e Board arc very sympathetic o

es of geowae hardshap”
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Mackinnon, however, slipped up.
Included in his reply were, by mistake,
the notes of a telephone conversation
he had had with someone in Bristol
about the sirike,

Here 15 a selection of the comments,

which are in Socialist Worker's

possession:

‘Strike is political —people behind it
want it to go on. . . Strike is about
manning levels instead of pay. Firm is
connected with RTZ—not popular
with Left . . . Strike is now official he
thinks, but people involved thought to
be not members of union . . . Local

NOISS Delegate Conference

rOor Oetans

Weekand 7-8 February of transport from
UMIST Students Union, London,
Manchester. Credentials for ' phone
delegates (£2) and observers Lindsey
(50p) from NOISS, 8 Cottons German,
Gardens, London, E2 8DN. 739 1878.

underground newspapers-—one Board
official vilified . . . Gossip and hearsay
. . . Being stirred up.’

The workers refuse to be cowed by
this collusion between so-called
impartial government officials and the
millionaires who run Rio Tinto Zinc,

They have resolved to find the
money to pay off the St Carryettes’
bill, and keep Lindsay alive. What's
more, they've asked electricity supply
workers to refuse to cut off any of the
strikers’ electricity

They know that the only power to
rely on in a struggle is the power of the
rank and file

Elkectincity workers can and should
assast them, whereas Tony Wedgwood
Benn can't oven control one supposed
umior official in his own department.
The workers at Commonwealth
Smelting need your support to win the
battle against one of the most ruthless
employers in the business. Send your
messages of support and donations to
Mike O'Dea, 10 Eldon Terrace,
Bristol.

Students
expose
terror
agents

IT'S NOT ONLY the CIA who are
spyving on socialists in Britain, Their
offspring in Iran—SAVAK., the secret
police whose reign of terror has taken
the regime to the top of the world
torture league—turned up in East
London this week.

Two  SAVAK sympathisers
threatened to disrupt an exhibition —
at the North East London Poly in
Barking—highlighting that ~ terror,
But the tables were turned on the two,
Hamid Norani and Mohammad
Sarrafi, as students unmasked and
then interrogated them.

The International Socialist Society,
who staged the exhibition, had dis-
covered what the two were up to. They
found that several Iranian students at
the college had been warned that they.
would be reported to their govern-
ment if they did not oppose the
exhibition,

A law lecturer thought to be
connected . with  the meeting  was
assaulted. Student Union officers
were pestered and préssure was put on
its president to ban the meeting.

R T 1 T S AT
SUPPORT THE IRANIAN 21
Demonstrate, Saturday 14 February,
1pm. Assemble Cavendish Square
London. ‘

But the attempted disruption failed.
The mecting went ahead. And now
these two fascists” links with SAVAK
are being investigated by the Con-
federation of Iranian Students at their
HQ in Germany,

The ClA-inspired coup in lIran in
1953 was one of the most bloody the
world bas seen. The terror of those
days still lingers on. In the last week,
21 people have been executed,

Twenty-one Iranian students who
occupied the regime’s London em-
bassy last year in protest at the
repression have since beén put on
conspiracy charges.

‘They face the possibility of deporta-
tion. And that would mean 21 more
political prisoners to add to the
thousands now rotting in lranian jails.

A THORN IN WHOSE_
SIDE?

The 1400 workers at the
Thorn television tubes factory
at Skelmersdale, Lamcs, yester-
day accepted that the fight to
The

save their jobs is owver,
£20 million plant will now close
as scheduled tomorrow.

—from page 19 of the Daily
Telegraph, 22 January

NOISES from the television
manufacturing industry  have
not been encouraging—the latest
colour set sales figures come
hard on the heels of Thom
its Skelmersdale tube

closing )
factorv—but that has not daum-
ted the share price which has
more than trebled over the past

from page 21 of the Daily
Telegraph, 22 January

THE SCANDAL OF
THE 12p SPUD

PAY 12p a pound for potatoes?

What a joke! But unfortunately it's
not, it's a hard fact. And unavoidable,
we're told. The bad weather, you
know. Can't do anything about the
weather,

But other factors can and have been
controlled. Though not to keep the
price down.

The government backed Potato
Marketing Board works out the
acreage of potatoes to be planted each
year. This has fallen considerably—
from 580,000 acres in 1972 to 500,000
acres in 1975, And farmers are fined
£25 for every acre they plant over their
quota.

By using more fertilisers, farmers
kept production up to the needed
level. Though the cost of extrs
fertilisers had to be passed on to the

shopper, naturally.

But last year the bad weather
conditions spoiled things, causing a
shortage of potatoes. o many
farmers made a quick profic by lifting
their maincrop potatoes and selling
them as ‘new’ potatoes.

ROT

As a spokesman from the Potato
Marketing Board said: ‘It's a free
market. We don’t control it. We only
try to make sure there's not too big a
surplus’.

In good years potatoes are left in the
fields to rot because, if they were put
on the market, the price would fall—
and the farmers don't like that. In bad
vears, the price soars.

Heads they win, tails we lose.



TO MOST workers in Britain the
events of 30 January 1972 in
Derry now seem remote. The
image of 13 civilians being shot
by a British regiment has faded
behind the spectre of scores of
other shootings by soldiers, of
bombing after bombing in Bri-
tain and Ireland, of corpses in
Dublin and Monaghan as well
as Newry and Derry, of the
sickening succession of murder
and counter-murder in Belfast
and Armagh.

Yet there is every reason why we
should remember Bloody Sunday. That
day itwas not the so-called gunmen, not
the men we are taught to think of as
embittered fanatics, who took action. It
was the high command of the British
army that ordered that unarmed men be
shot from behind with automatic
weapons.

They did so when the war in Ireland
was, from the Republican side at |east,
not carried out against people for their
religious beliefs, but = against
‘professionals’, the armed and uniform-
ed defenders of a system that
guaranteed unemployment, low pay,
miserable housing and discrimination
for workers who happened to be

Catholics. Even the bombings then'

were always preceded by elaborate
warnings.

Bloody Sunday

Let us repeat. Indiscriminate murder
of civilians was begun by the British
army. Bloody Sunday set an example
which certain elements on
Republican side and greater numbers
on the Loyalist side have taken to
imitating.

the.

A WEAPON

TO USE
AGAINST US

What we think

It is not just a question of ‘who fired
first'—although this is important in
Ireland, because it was our rulers who
fired first, not merely on Bloody Sunday
but for hundreds of years, by using
murder and the deliberate encourage-
ment of religious hatreds to maintain
their hold.

More important for us, Bloody Sunday
shows what they would do to us if we
challenged their rule seriously.

In [reland there have been thousands
of incidents in which soldiers have been
ordered to do things they may not like to
do, and to do them to people from
similar working-class backgrounds to
their own.

They have grown used to throwing
teargas at kids indistinguishable from

DEMONSTRATE:

their own kid brothers, to kick down
the doors of council houses like those
their own mums live in, to apply
lighted cigarette ends to the skins of
people who could drink in their own
local, to aim machine guns at men
who could work in the factory two
streets away.

They have grown used to doing these
things on the orders of those who speak
with the same accents, who come from
the same schools and frequent the
same clubs as the large shareholders,
the company directors, the property
speculators..

Barbarity

Karl Marx used to say that a nation
that oppresses another cannot itself be
free. Its rulers would build up a massive
armed force, prepared for any barbarity,
unrestrained by feelings of class
solidarity or simple humanity. And that
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armed force could as well be used
against the local population as against
‘foreigners’.

The top men in the British army like to
boast that the war in Ireland is giving
them a ‘training’ in battle conditions
better than that available for any other
European army. To their friends they let
drop the opinion that in the not too
distant future they expect to see this
army in operation against ‘subversives’
in Britain.

The majority of activists in the trade
union movement and the overwhelming
majority of its official leaders prefer to
ignore the Irish war and forget acts like
Bloody Sunday. But we cannot afford to
ignore and forget. A weapon is being
developed that can be used against our
struggles.

That is one reason why we
have to demand Troops Out
Now.

TROOPS OUT OFIRELAND! Sunday 1 February, 1.30pm, Shepherd’s Bush Green, West London

Organised by Bloody Sunday Commemoration Committee. Followed by Troops Out Movement Rally

Thatcher’s Blue

This is called defending the ‘free world". Henry Kissinger, the US Secretary of State flew into Spain last week ro vign a riew defence pact

with France’s successor King Juan Carlos, The BBC greeted this pact as ‘encouraging liberalisaiion’, But Juan Carlos is putting the
weapons given ta him by the US to the same use as his fascist predecessor, as can be seen from this photograph of striking Madrid bank
workers running away from tear gas bombs, which were thrown ar them by the police the moment they tried 1o demonsirate,

Terror—don’t

laugh too soon

PON'T laugh too soon. The slanging
match between Tory leader Mrs
Thatcher and the Russian newspapers
may not seem too serious. But in the
background are some terrifying facts.

For years we have been told that
‘detente’—an understanding between
the US and Russia— guarantees world
peace. But that has not stopped the
continual piling up of weapons of
mass destruction on both sides, How
monstrous this is shown by the fact
that the arms limitation agrecment
allows each side to keep 2000 strategic
arms- each equipped with an H-
bomb warhead,

The Economist reported last week
that the US arms budget for next year
is to be 112,000 million dollars
(£56,000 millions), ‘the first sharp real
increase since the height of the
Vietnam War’.

This increase is caused by a new set
of monstrous weapons just coming

Bills, bills, bills—Socialist Worker needs your help

THE COST of producing Socialist
Worker bas shot up in the past few
weeks. Our telephone bills have
doubled. Our electricity bills have shot
through the roof.

We cannot meet those bills without
your help. We need every penny you
can spare ta keep up the increasingly
important—and increasingly
expensive—job of exposing and
answering the Labour government’s
anti-working class policies.

Last week you sentus £114.82. That
was ten times better than the week
before.

But it's still not enough to finance
the sort of propaganda and action we
really need,

Take one example: jobs. The

government destroys thousands every
day. The trade union leaders rush to
the TV studios to announce how

‘concerned’ they are—and then show

how they're even more concerned to
carry on supporting this so-called
Labour government.

The real fight on unemployment
comes from Socialist Worker. Our
Paper is leading the campaign for the
Right to Work.

But we need to make our
coverage—of every jobs struggle, of
every action by the unemployed—
bigger and better.

For that, we need money. That's
why we urge, unashamedly, every

reader and supporter to dig deep.

If you can’t send us your pounds,
send us your pennies. If you can't
collect cash from your workmates, get
it from your neighbours, your family,
your friends.

Don't think your 25p isn't worth
sending. It is. A similar sum once n
month—better still, once a week—
from all our supporters would do
wonders.

Just think: for less than the price of
apint, or a packet of fags, you can help
this paper turn the tide in the fight
against massive unemployment.

And that's worth a few bob of
anyone's money.

Thanks this
Manchester

South
£1.60,

week to:
hospitals

Peterborough SW supporter 60p,
Whitfield {Dundee) SW supporters £5,
Mike Walsh, Hulme 62p, Central
London Railworkers £5, Central London
Printworkers £10, Central London
hospital workers £3, Manor House
Hospital £3, Royal Free Hospital £3,
Dumfries SW supporter £5.

Lampeter SW supporters £9, East
London District IS £25, Svag picket 50p,
Barnie Robinson, Agecroft NUM £1, NW
London SW supporters £2, SW London ;
District 1S £34.50, Camden Town SW
supporters £6.

Total this week £114.82, which
brings the total so far for January to
£128.80,

Send donations and
collections to: Mel Norris, 8
Cottons Gardens, London E2
8DN.

into production, It is to be paid for by
cutbacks in US government spending
on schools, health and other social
services.

Detente had not stopped this,
because it has not stopped the deter-
mination of the rulers of the US—and
Russia, for that matter—to dominate
other countries. At most, detente has
meant an agreement with the Russians
about who is to dominate what,

But the terms of this agreement
depend on the number of weapons
possessed by each of the great powers
and its allies.

So, while talking of detente, both
sides devote huge resources to fin-
ding more horrendous means of
devastating the other. Hence, the
chssprg at the top in both the US and

ussia is for more arms spending.

This is where Mrs Thatcher comes
in. Someone has somehow to per-
suade people to accept that guns are
more important than the smattering of
marge on the old age pensioner’s bit of
bread, that rockets need money more
than the Victorian hospital down the
road,

The giant companies of Britain and
America want that message got across
quickly, if other countries are not to
follow Vietnam and Angola in ¢scap-
ing their control. Many are also eager
to get new profitable arms contracts,
So while accepting detente, they
welcome war like noises from the Tory
front benches.

Already the Mrs Thatchers are
having some successes. Despite all the
talk about cuts, the British arms
budget this vear is over £4000 million,
and the defence cuts are tiny com-
pared to the other cuts in government
spending.
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Support the Right to Work Campaign!

How TUC tried
to stop march

WHEN the papers and television refer to hunger marches, they
always speak of the Jarrow march of 1936. They give the impression

that the marches were an official Labour movement effort.
But the first unemployment marches were more than ten years before

Jarrow. And they were opposed by many official leaders of the movement.
In October 1923 300 marchers set off from Glasgow. By the time they
reached London a month later they had been joined by nearly 3000 marchers

UNEMPLOYMENT

[rom other towns.

There was another march in
November 1927, when more than
250,000 miners were unemployed.
Arthur Cook, the militant general
secretary of the Miners” Union called
for a protest march to London, He
was backed by the National Workers
Unemployed Workers Movement
and the Rhondda miners.

But the official leaders of the TUC
feared that agitation from the
unemployed would disturb their
cosy talks with the government and
the employers’ representatives. They
did their utmost to sabotage the
march.

After trades councils in London
and Bristol came out in support of
the march, the then TUC general
secretary, Walter Citrine, published
statements saying the march was
completely unofficial, without the
support of the trade unions.

The right wing moved into action.

Wal Hannington, of the Un-
employed Workers Movement, tells
the story in his book, Unemployed
Strug%I:s:
i Wall, the secretary of the
London Trades Council, in spite of
the decision of his own trades
council, began 1o denounce the
march as a communist stunt
“fostered by the communists for the
express purpose of augmenting their
membership.”

‘Ban

‘The statement was 2 signal for an
outburst of violent abuse and incite-
ment by the coal-owners' press
against the march and its leaders.
They called for the government to
ban the march and for the police to
“show no mercy for the political
incendiaries, who were organising it
against the wishes of the respectable
elements of the lshour movement.”
‘The Western Mail and South Wales
Daily News tried to frighten the men

Miners’ leader Arthur Cook sp
who turned out to welcome the 1927 marchers

who were recruited for the march by
wamnings of how they would be left
to starve on the road, and declared
that “the organisers of the march
were only concerned with frustrating
the campaign of the labour leaders to
promote goodwill between capital
and labour.”

‘Within 24 hours of Wall's state-
ment appearing in the press, four
miners’ wives who were carrying out
house-to-house collections for the
equipment committee were arrested
and fined, and the police began to
harass the march organisers
everywhere.'

‘The Marchers’ Organising Com-
mittee had succeeded in establishing
contact with trades councils and
Labour Parties on the route of the

PAST

STRUGGLES

AGAINST

G

ing in Trafalgar Square to the thousands

march, and had received promises of
support in the reception, the accom-
modation and the feeding of the
marchers.
‘Then. when these arrangements
were practically complete, Walter
Citrine sent a letter to the trades
councils on the route of the march,
instructing them not to render any
assistance. As & result of this
communication, trades councils and
Labour Parties began cancelling
arrangements which they had made.
‘The press made a few mocking
references to the impossibility of the
men. ever reaching London, some
estimating that the march would not
last three days, that it would collapse
and end in disaster; but when the
first body of marchers, led by Arthur

Horner, from Mardy and the top end
of the Rhondda Valley, came swing-
ing into Porth, with overcoats rolled
and full haversacks on their backs,
people who had doubted and
questioned whether the march
would start realised that here were
men with a purpose, ready to face the
worst that might come without

flinching.
Food

The Jabour movement in the
towns along the route to London
soon disregarded the advice of the
TUC leadership. At Newport,
Bristol, Chippenham, Swindon,
Reading trades councils found ac-
commodation and food for the
marchers.

‘As we marched out from Bristol,
thousands escorted us to the out-
skirts of the town. Then, while we
were on the road to Bath, we
received news that an official recep-
tion from the trades council was
awaiting us. We were now feeling
confident the sabotage of the march
was being defeated by the response
of the rank and file workers in the
towns through which we passed.

The TUC today likes to
pretend that the unemployment
marches of the 1920s and 1930s
are a glorious part of its
traditions. But we can see that
TUC leaders then in fact showed
the same attitude towards them
as Jack Jones and Len Murray
do today: hostility,

Public meetings
organised by local
Right to Work
Committees.

PORTSMOUTH: Saturday 31
January, 2pm, Forresters Hall, Frat-
ton Road. Delegate meeting. Opento
delegates from trade union branches
and shop stawards committees, and
to the unemployed,

EETPU Members for the Right to
Work: National meeting; Saturday
14 February, 2pm, Digbeth Civic
Hall, Birmingham.

BLACKBURN: Wednesday 18
February, 8pm, Veteran Hotel, Eanam.
Speakers: John Deason (secretary,
National Right to Work Carnpaign), Len
Blood (candidate for AUEW assistant
eneral secretary) and local speakers.
Rdeeting sponsored by Feniger and
Blackburn Shop Stewards’ Committee,
Blackburn AUEW No 1 branch,

NORTH WEST LONDON Right to
Work Campaign jumble sale: bric-a-
brac, refreshments and jumble, jumble,
jumble| Saturday 31 January, 2.15pm,
Harlesden Primary School, Acton Lane.
Harlesden.

HACKNEY AND TOWER HAMLET®
Right to Work Campaign social: )
Saturday 7 February, 8pm, 179
Sandringham Road (Unemployed
Centre), Hackney, London, E8.
Admission 50p, unemployed 10p,

HACKNEY AND TOWER HAMLETS
Right to Work Committee urgently
need any spare furniture, radios,
televisions, record players, records etc,
to equip the campaign’s unemployed
centre in Sandringham Road. We also
need jumble for @ jumble sale. If you
have anything you can part with please
contact us at 179 Sandringham Road,
Hackney, London, E8.

PETERBOROUGH: Len Murray
addresses the trades council on Sunday
1 February, Help launch a Peterbarough
campaign by joining rank and file trade
unionists and unemployed workers at a
protest meeting outside. Meet at AUEW
Hall, Lincoln Road, 9.30am.

EAST LONDON Right to Work
Campaign book sale. Please bring
unwanted books to Livingstone Housa.,
Livingstone Road, Stratford, E15 befi
7pm. Friday 8 February. Sale starts
7pm. Includes new books!!

SOUTHWARK Right to Work
Campaign street meeting: Saturday 31
January, 2pm, outside Morning Star

pub, Peckham Rye, London, SE15. All
those fighting for the right to work
welcome,

Public Meeting for unemployed
workers organised by Leicester Trades
Council Unemployment Sub-
committee, Fight for the Right to Work.
Secular Hall, Humberston Gats,
Wednesday 4 February, 2pm.

Help spread
the campaign!

THE FIGHT FOR THE RIGHT TO
WORK—new pamphlet just out. By
John Deason, secretary, National
Right to Work Campaign. Includes
sections on how t'nemployed
waorkers can fight strengthening the
trade unions, organising factory oc-
cupations.

Available from the Rank and File
Organising Committee, price 19p
each including postage. Orders over
10 copies post free, 10p a copy.

How tobring the money in...

for instance, workers at three factories, Fenigar and
Blackburn, Scapa Engineering and Mullards, are
selling cards regularly.

The East London Right to Work Committee
organised a jumble sale, and raised £70

The National Campaign needs money urgently for
march and rally preparations. Keep up the jumble
sales, football cards, sponsorship efforts, And send in
the money as soon as possible,

WOLVERHAMPTON Right to Work
Disco: The Three Crowns, Coleman
Street, Whitmore Reans,
Wolverhampton, Saturday 31 January,
8pm, Food and bar extension.

TWO students’ unions have voted large sums
of money for the Right to Work March. At Reading
University, the students’ union has voted £105 to
sponsor the march of an ex-student who is out of
work. The North East London Polytechnic have
voted £50.

In many areas, the sale of Right to Work football
cards is going well. Many factories have taken
football cards for sale each week. In Blackburn,

Advertisement

National Rank & File Organising Committee
INVITES

TRADE UNION ORGANISATIONS

Shop Stewards’ Committees, Branches, District, Division,
LEAFLETS calfing for supportfor the EC’s of Trade Unions and Trade Counciis etc
Right to Work march, including TO

detalls of the campaign aims and a
SUPPORT AND SPONSOR

sponsorship form, now available. £1
for 500, including postage
POSTERS 1o advertise meetings in the Nalional
F1 Br HAVE YOU SENT YOUR 50p FROM EACH FOOTBALL

“ 5.’ ﬁ - RIGHT T0 WORK CARD TO THE RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN OFFICE?
CAMPAIGN

EROM Right 2o Work Campaion Sponsorship fee £1 those 50p pieces today!
F ~d F detdils from RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN, Rank and File Organising Committee, 48

‘7-_:.7': Shoroc F > —~ iy Princ '
a e 46 Prince George Road, London N16 rince George Road, London N16 8BY

Socialist Worker will publish free
advertisements for all local Right
to Work activities and mestings.
Send details to Socialist Worker,
Corbridge Works, Corbridge
Crescent, London E2.

RAISE FUNDS WHERE YOU
WORK FOR THE RIGHT TO
WORK CAMPAIGN

THE National Right to Work
Campaign wants to circulate all
trade union bodies supperting the
campaign locally, Make sure the
address of your trade union body has
been sent in

h*“”“wb
Wori' i
A Unemployed worker o

ety

Everyone who supports the Right ta Work
Campaign can raise money by taking a
football card around their workmates each
waek. Raise £1 a8 week—cards from local
Right to Work Committees or direct from:
Right to Work Campaign, 46 Prince
George Road, London, N16.

Each £1 is divided 50p to the local campaign and 50p to the
national. The national camapign urgently needs money. Send off




Gerald, 16, unemployed and black,
escape was the street-corner, his

GERALD FORD is 16. He is
black. He is in prison for five
years for taking a handbag off a
woman at a South London
underground station,

Last week the Court of Appeal
confirmed his sentence. The judges
admitted that it was a deterrent
sentence: It wasn't for what he did.
It was to frighten off other people
who might do it.

Gerald and four other young
West Indians in South London
were sentenced last year by Judge
Gwyn Morris. The judge in his
summing up said that Brixton was
such a nmice place before the
coloured people came here.

The Court of Appeal judges
didn’t approve. They said that it
was ‘unfortunate’ that the judge
had used language which ‘could be
misconstrued’ as racialism.

But the five-year sentence, said
their Lordships, was correct.

In 250 lines of judgement, most
of it about the “terror’ to people in
the street caused by young blacks,
there were just two lines which
tried to analyse why the crimes
were committeed.

‘Factors of deprivation', con-
cluded the three wealthy pentle-
ment, ‘frustration, s degree of
poverty ... could not lead the court
into the path of mercy’.

Gerald Ford spent most of his
time on the streets around Brixton
because it was drier there. There

By Flame reporter

were buckets around all the walls
of his bedroom to catch the
permanent flood of water coming
down them. The other rooms were
no better. :

On the streets, he met other boys
a few years older. There he learnt
that if you wanted more than £6.90
a week then it had to be illegal
because there were no jobs for the
like of Gerald.

He had the choice of abject
poverty or fighting for the means of
life: starvation or jail.

There are 7009 registered un-
employed at the dole in Brixton—
121 vacancies. Many bun-
dreds of school-leavers, white as
well as black, don’t even bather to
put their names down.

After a two-year study of un-
employment in the borough, a
committee of senior Labour coun-
cillors has no answers. The Careers
Office is so desperate it wantsto let
out unused factory space for
peanuts if firms will only take on a
young worker.

There are hundreds of Gerald
Fords in South London. The State
is quite happy to let them rot. :

Gerald’s attempt was one way
out. But it leaves the system Intact
for the rest. The fight is there, it
only needs the direction.
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TIA: The murders
Maudling ignores

The truth

about
student
‘spongers’

THE DAILY MAIL, Express
and, of course, Woodrow Wyatt
of the Sunday Mirror, have found
a new whipping boy—the foreign
student.

Foreign students, we are told,
are sponging on the British tax-
payer to the tune of £1,110,000 a
year.

That is rubbish. In fact, asking
forcign students to pay even higher
fees thon they do at present is
tantamount to asking them to sub-
sidise British education even further,

This is because there is very little
additional cost in providing for
foreign students once educational
institutions are built, equipped and
staffed. Whether the students are
foreign or British, the costs would still
exist,

Sabotage

But some people want to pass on
these essential costs to foreign
students.

At a time when cuts in public
education are threatening the jobs of
thousands of teachers and other staff,
the foreign student issue is a diversion.

We have to build a real fight against
the cuts and unemployment, not get
caught in a racialist cul-de-sac of
squeezing- more and more from
foreign students (whose fees are
already three times higher) and so
shutting the door completely on
poorer ones.

At the same time, we arc absolutely
opposed to the elitist argument which,
put crudely, says that expelling ‘ex-
cellent’ foreign students would mean
accepting  ‘sub-standard’  British
British students.

The National Organisation of Inter-
national Socialist Societies argues for
higher education as a right to all who
want it—and a decent grant so
students from working-class families
can afford to study.

deliberately refused to do anything to prevent it. This
has been revealed in a US congressional committee
report leaked to the American papers.

out of still more murders organised by the C1A.

Eighteen months ago, the government of Cyprus
was overthrown by an extreme right-wing
nationalist coup. Part of the coup was an attempt to
murder Makanos, the president of the country.

The immediate result was a Turkish invasion,
which has left the country divided, thousands of
people dead and tens of thousands homeless.

The CIA knew about the coup in advance, but

‘IT IS AN invitation to murder’. That
was Reginald Maudling talking to
the London Evening Standard
¢ ut last week’s publication of the
names and addresses of CIA agents
by Socialist Worker.

As he was speaking, information was coming

A month-after the coup, the right wing in Cyprus-
murdered the American ambassador. According to
the report, the CIA knew within one hour who had
done the murder, but did nothing to help apprehend
them.

2% powom
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THE: work-permit system in the hotel and
catering industry has made it possible-for
employers to exploit foreign workers to the
hilt, enforcing long hours, low wages, and
blocking strong trade union organisation.
The collapse of London Eating Houses last
summer left the workers without any
protection, compensation, or the right to
claim social security henefits.

The TUC is now leading the attack, rot
on the work permit system, but on the
foreign workers in the industry. It has
asked the government to stop issuing work
permits altogether, since ‘the country is
suffering from mounting unemployment'.

Jose Caba, Transport UnioH branch

secretary at Manor House Hospital, told
Socialist Worker:
‘There is a general worry about unemploy-
ment, and instead of giving a lead in the
fight for jobs, the TUC is exploiting
people's fears and diverting attention to
foreign workers. 1

'This is a serious and dangerous situn-
tion. Already there has been pressure in
certain hospitals to stop the recruitment of
foreign workers.

GLOATS

‘The TUC has made it easier and more
respectable to talk of a ban on foreign
workers, and that is why it is even more
important that we take the issue head-on.’

In the past two weeks the press has made
maximum propaganda. The News of the
World gloats over & ‘major union trying to
halt the flood of foreign workers snapping
up jobs,” Suddenly, 2 ‘report’, attributed to
the Joint Council for the Welfare of
Immigrants, is ‘leaked’ to the press,
clniming that at least 84 per cent of foreign
catering workers are working without
permits.

Vishou Sharma of the Joint Council for
the Welfare of Immigrants, told Socialist

TUC TREACHERY

Worker: “There is no such report and the
figures quoted bear no relation with the
reality. Such newspaper reporting can only
do harm to these workers. In this industry
foreign  workers are exploited by
employers,’

The demund should be: ‘Jobs for all,
Work permits for all'. The TGWU 1/696
Branch, at Manor House Hospital, passed
this resolution: ‘This Branch condemns the
TUC for asking the Home Office to restrict

the issuing of work permits for immigrant

workers.
‘We see this as an attempt, by the TUC

leadership, to divert attention from the real
causes of unemployment, and make one of
the most exploited sections of the working-
class pay for & crisis which they have in no
way caused.

‘The real canses of unemployment are
redundancies and factory closures by

employers, cuts in public spending in’

government, and pay restraints, cutting
real spending power.

‘We therefore demand that the TUC deal
with the real causes of unemployment, and
stop using any section of the working-class
as scapegoats,’ Soonu Engineer |

It séems more than possible that the
CIA was even involved in the murder
preparations, secing them as a way to
create a climate of crisis suitable for its
own manoeuvres.

The CIA is an organisation which
will stop at no form of terror in its
efforts to defend the interests of US
big business. If the occasion arose, it
would resort in Britain to the
murderous methods it has employed
in Cyprus. .

That is why we have no hesita-
tion in printing the names and
addresses of as many CIA agents
in Britain as we can discover.

More spies
uncovered

WE HAVE been able to uncover
the whereabouts of two more
CIA agents in London.

John F Pereira, one of the
top three or four CIA men, is
living in an old CIA residence: 3
Wilton Street, London SW1,
Phone 01-253 9751.

Thomas Blackshear, another
agent recently named by the
magazine Time Out, lives at 37
Circus Road, London, NWS,
phone 01-286 1684.

SWoanher, S0

PORTUGAL
UNITED STATES
ECONOMICS
KEIR HARDIE

& VICTOR GRAYSON

Available now, 28p including postage,
from IS Journal, § Cotrons Gardens,
London E2, or you can buy it from any
SW seller, 20p.

There’s something
for everyone at
your local

IS Bookshop

THE CIA IN BRITAIN |

.

Speaker: Philip Agee, former CIA agent.

HARLOW: Thursday 29 January,
8pm, Tye Green Community
Association, Bush Fair, Harlow

CENTRAL LONDON: Thursday 5
February, 6.30pm, Mary Ward Hall
Tavistock Place, London WC1
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Why is there a crisis?

Part of the answer—and
simple

in plain and

1 RECENTLY came across a copy
of a book which I had not seen for
years—John Strachey’s Why You

Should Be A Socialist.

The edition—the 1944 revised version of
the 1937 original—was published by
Gollancz, then a famous left-wing
publishing firm, in a huge quantity at a
shilling a copy.

It was one of the notorious 'yellow books' (so-
called from the colour of the paper wrapper).

Simple words

words—is in this master-

piece of a book.

WITHOUT
COMMENT
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—from the Law Society
Gazette, 14 January

A bit soft
inthe NUT

TEACHERS in London are failling

over themselves to get the new
diary produced by their division of
the National Union of Teachers.
It's full of helpful information.

For the city's 2000 teachers on
the dole and therefore with a bit of
free time, there's the timely
reminder that the pheasant and
partridge shooting season ends on
31 January.

And for those still with jobs—
and dreaming about what they
won't be spending their next frozen
pay increase on—there’s the vital
information that
particularly good year for cham-
pagne,

Grouse shooting, meanwhile,
begins on 12 .August. Those
teachers unable to bag any good
grouse on the wild moors of
Central London can always,
however, hunt down that other
local delight, the Lesser Brained
Twit. It breeds in great numbers at
NUT head-quarters.

It's the most terrible government . .
. it's really Communist. it's not
comfortable to be near people like
Healey and Wedgwood Benn.
—Kitty Miller, a card-carrying
member of the ruling class, explain-
ing to a New York society magazine
this month why she hasfled England
and gone to live in the United States,

ONE RESULT of the wave of

short-time working and redundan-

cies at Chrysler’s two Coventry

p l,r 1s is a Juuhhme of attempred
! * Cit ﬂruf( u/;m 80

£ . o
M aciaes are

These ‘shilling volumes of concentrated
sedition’, as a right-wing Tory MP called them
at the time, put the basic socialist case in plain

and simple words.

They included Your MP by Gracchus
(otherwise known as Michael Foot), Why Not
Trust The Tories by Celticus (otherwise known
as Aneurin Bevan), Guilty Men by Cato (ank
Owen) which sold more than 230 000 copies,
and, pick of the bunch, Strachey’s little master-
piece,

I call it a masterpiece, not because its political
line is impeccable—far from it, like all the series
it is coloured by a mixture of part-reformist,
part-revolutionary, part-Stalinist notions—but
because it takes up and answers some elemen-
tary questions about capitalism and socialism
more clearly and more concisely than any other
po_F:hr work I know.

e blurb on'the vellow cover summarises its
substance: What causes unemployment? What
causes war? What makes booms and slumps?
What is capitalism? What is socialism?

Here is Strachey’s explanation of the guite
complicatéd business of why capitalism is crisis
ridden:

There are far twofew of the rich to carry off

the wide stream of consumer’s goods which
modern methods of production can and do turn
out.

Cannot answer

So neither the 43 million (the workers and
families —DH), for they are kept too poor, nor
the four million (the capitalists and families—
DH), for they are too few, can buy them. Who is
to buy them?

In the last analysis, there is no answer to this
question. It is precisely because our present
economic system cannot answer this question
that it is going bankrupt before our eyes.

1969 was a’

anyone

examined.
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Haollett ; “ V' trying for more monsey ™

 JOBLESS Charles Hallett reckons that
works for less than ho can
get in State handouts nceds his head

Hallett, a t9-year-old father of frvp living
in 3 coumcll heuse, hasn't worked for sight -
years and gets £4R.30
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Introducing the Scrounger of the Week: it
takes four men’s income tax to keep him

Aitken: L‘.i()!)jor nothing

BELLY-AITKEN
FOR SACRIFICE

JONATHAN Aitken is a whizz-
kid. He is also a Tory MP and
therefore a devoted advocate of
sacrifice—for you, not him,

On 29 August 1973, Aitken, then a
director of two Slater Walker com-
panies, bought 5000 shares at 30p each
in Lamont Holdings, a little-known

NOW WHERE HAVE WE HEARD THAT BEFORE?
“To combat inflation and unemployment, workers must accept rises less than
the past rate of inflation’.—Herr Schleger, head of the West German CBI,
speaking on West German TV earlier this month.

Edinburgh manufacturing company.

On 8 September, Tony Buckley,
another of Slater Walker's  young
eagles, suddenly left Slater Walker.

On 12 September, it was announced
that Buckley had joined Lamont
Holdings.

Profiteers on the stock market
immediately took notice. In those
boom days of 1973, any company
joined by a Slater Walker man was
‘goad for a buy’.

Everyone started clamouring for
Lamont shares. Their value boomed.
How lucky for Jonathan Aitken that
he already had 5000 shares under his
belt. At the peak of the Lamont boom,
Jomathan sold his shares—for £2000.

A clear profit of 33 per cent—or
£500 for doing absolutely nothing
except lifting the telephone twice (and
being ‘in the know' in Slater Walker).

This is the ultimate cause of our
troubles. This is the cause of those
slumps which are always occurring in
peacetime, which fling millions of
workers out of their jobs, which ruin
millions of lives.

This is the ultimate factor which
prevents our economic system from
functioning properly. This is the
barrier against which it breaks its
head.

After each slump, it is true, there
comes & boom. For a time everything
seems to go well.

But no sooner have good times been
firmly established then once more the
slump comes back.

And it comes back, fundamen._.ly,
because there is no one to buy lhye
flood of commodities which the
increased production of good times
has thrown on the market . . .

There is a plausible solution which
is sometimes called the ‘theory of high
wages'.

As you can see, nothing is more
natursl than to suggest that all that
needs to be done to make our system
work properly is that employers
should pay us all higher wages .

To anyone who has seen that, at
bottom, the system will not work
because people have not enough
money to buy the goods they produce,
the obvious solution seems to be that
they should be given some money by
way of increased wages.

System

Unfortunately, however . . . this
simple theory does not work . .

The trouble about the “thec of
high wages” is that high wages cut into
profits . . . the system will only work if
the capitalists are continually re-
investing their profits in new enter-
prises.

But they will not do that unless the
general rate of profit is high enough ..

Thus it is not open to the system to
get rid of its gigantic surplus b giving
it away to the workers by h gh
wages or any similar device.

Now read on, if you can get hold of
a copy. It is a remarkable indicator of
the state of apinion at the end of the
last war that a book of this kind
should be s best-seller.

Strachey went on to become a
Cabinet Minister, his ministerial
career is now almost forgotten.

His books, of which this is the
shortest and best, are still worth

reading.

TONY GLIFF:

Volume 1 : Building the Party

Price: £3 (paperback) £6
{hardback) plus 20p postage,
from 1€ BOOKS, 265 Seven
Sisters Road, London N4,




PORTUGAL

Picket killed

ARMED police in Portugal have
again fired on Portuguese
workers. One was shot through
the heart and died on the way to
hospital and six other people
were injured including two
shopworkers, two elderly
women and an elderly man.

This time the shooting, to which 1 was
an eye-witness, took place in the centre of
Lisbon during a two-hour stoppage of
work by shop-assistants and retail
workers, About 36,000 of the 40,000-
strong Commercial Workers Union
struck in protest against the wage freeze
and the rise in the cost of living. They
were supported by many of the small
shopkeepers.

A small incident in a back street, Rua de
Barros Queiros, started it all. The owner of a
tov shop insisted on keeping business going
through the strike by his own employvees.
Striking workers from shops in the same street
formed a picket around his door, calling the

. owner a ‘fascista’,

The owner phoned the police to come and
break the picket. When they arrived they used
their truncheons to break through to the
tovshop door. One old woman was injured in
the head while two pickets were arrested.
Some pickets followed angrily after the police
who took the arrested employees to the main
police station 100 yards down the road at
Largo do Regedor, just behind Lisbon’s main
square, the Rossio,

armed
police

From a Socialist Worker reporter,

car. Through the window I caught sight of the
last policeman running through the street
below baring his teeth and finng his pistol
wildly above his head like a cowboy. Later |
saw that a large dent had been made in the
door on the other side of the car by a ricochet.
shooting stopped, things
quietened down. I'saw Luis down the road and
went to speak to him. The right sleeve of his
coat and his back were smeared with blood,
after helping to bundle two of the wounded

Machine-Gun

asked

truncheons.

hurst out.

As the crowd, by this time large, gathered at
the entrance to this narrow street I spoke toa
lad in a yellow coat who said his name was
Luis. ?holographen then came up to me and
i spoke English and’ what was
happening. Luis told him to hide his camera
since the police had already arrested somecone
for taking pictures of them using their rubber

turn round and walk back to the little toyshop
to see if the picket was still effective. I had not
walked more than 20 paces whenpeople began

running pass me shouting and screaming.
Instinct told me to run like hell and then the
sound of machine-gun fire and pistol shots

I ran up past the building that had been
occupied by the war veterans and hid behind a

PORTUGAL

For 18 months after the overthrow of
fascism, the revolutionary
movement in Portugal grew and
grew, It was the most exciting
working-class upsurge for decades.

Then, on 25 November, it suffered
its first major defeat. An abortive
coup by paratroopers gave the right-
wing the chance to disarm and
disband left-wing military units.

Why did this happen? Does it end
the hopes of millions that Portugal
would become the only country on
earth controlled by its workers?

This important new pamphlet
explains what went wrong—and
what needs to be done to put
Portugal back on the road to
socialism.

10p (plus Sp postage) from
International Dept, 8 <Cottons
Gardens, London, EZ 8DN.

into nearby cars.

Large crowds remained nearby forabout five
hours afterwards talking about the bloody
affair, Seveéral hundred must have learned the
true facts, if only second or third hand.

‘|ourndhsls was attacked.

hibernation.

Fascists freed
as left-wing
general is jailed

MORE than 100 left-wing Portuguese
soldiers held in prison since the end of
November were joined last week by
the former commander of the Lisbon
military region and the security force,
Copecon, Otelo da Carvalho. Otelo
was one of the key officers in the
overthrow of fascism 20 months ago.

Two days after jailing him, the
authorities released from jail key
figures in the fascist dictatorship.
Among them was the man responsible
for giving orders to the PIDE secret
police, Ceasar Moreira, Caetano’s
minister of the interior.

The excuse for the jailing of Otelo
was a report on the events of 25
November, when the occupation of
airbases by left-wing paratroopers was
followed by a sweeping victory for the
right.

But the report fails to produce
evidence of any organised attempt at a
left-wing coup or ‘insurrection’.

A coup implies an organised
attempt to seize power. But the report
recognises that the military action of
the left on that day ‘lacked a cen-
tralised military command.’

Otelo is accused of telling the paras
to take over their own bases, Also
accused are Costa Martins, former
Minister of Labour considered sym-
pathetic to the Communist Party, and
Jaime Serra. a member of the Party's
central committee ‘who was in ‘the

Brutality

Nevertheless the following day none of
Lisbon's daily newspapers openly criticised
the PGP. Even the Communist Party-
influenced ‘O Diario” made excuses for
Nothing was happening and I decided to  them it said there had been provocateurs in
the crowd trying to discredit strike action!
Only the ‘Diario de Lishoa'is complaining two
days later after discovering that one of its own

After the 25 April coup
gathered an odious reputation for corruption
and brutality, were kept very much in the
background. Now they are being let out of

the police, who

RIGHT: A
séquence of {
photographs in the
Diario de Lisboa
shows their
reporter being
beaten up by an
armed policeman
in Lisbon's main
square as the police
moved in o break
the shopworkers’
pickets.

Copcon headquarters on the nights of
21 and 24 November', savs the report.

Sections of the Communist Party
are also accused of organising a
demonstration of support for the
paras in the glass-manufacturing town
of Marinha Grande and of urging on
the paras at the Montijo base. It is
claimed there were visitors from ‘the
Communist Party, the young Com-
munists and UAR’ [a small
revolutionary group], in another main
base, BETP.

The most that can be concluded
from the facts in the report is that
sections of the Communist Party and
officers friendly to it put on a show of
force in the hope that this would
persuade other members of the
government to give them a little more

power.
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. The venom in the report, however,

is reserved for the parties of the

revolutionary left and the

Revolutionarﬂ Party of the
P)

Proletariat (P in particular. It
cannot show them as directly im-
licated in military moves on 25
ovember, but attacks them for their
organisation among rank and file
soldiers and for calling, in the weeks
before 25 November, for a movement
of workers and soldiers capable of
overthrowing the power of right-wing
officers.

The one thing the generals and the
right-wing politicians now running
Portugal cannot abide is the thought
that workers in uniforms should be
organised to resist the orders of their
middle class officers.

CHRYSLER
LINWOOD

STEWARDS
§ SUPPORT

MADRID
WORKERS

STEWARDS at Chrysler’s Linwood
lant have moved to support their
rothers and sisters in Chrysler’s

factories in Spain.

This important act of solidarity
came at the height of the latest big
struggle in the multinational giant’s
Madrid factories.

The militancy of the Madrnd
Chrysler workers forced the company
to offer wage increases of £10-a-week
cach two weeks ago. Then the Spanish
government moved in. The govern-
ment, doing its damndest to ride a
wave of working class militancy,
ordered that these rises were ‘in-
flationary” and must be reduced by a
third.

The government’s intervention
prompted shop stewards in Madrid to
call 2 mass meeting inside the factory.
The meeting was brutally broken up
by the police.

After this the Transport Workers
Union stewards at Linwood decided
to make direct contact with leaders of
the under%ound unions in Chrysler
Espana, ey also called on the
company to negotiate with genuine
trade unions—not the fascist puppet
unions—and resolved to protest to the
Spanish Embassy over the arrest of
Chrysler and other trade union
leaders:.

The Scottish Chrysler workers'
letter to their brothers and sisters
reads: ‘We Chrysler Linwood
stewards pledge our support for your
struggle to establish free trade unions.
We have protested to the Spanish
Embassy and Chrysler Europe calling
for the release of all Chrysler Espana
and other workers arrested by the
authorities, and supporting your right
to organise independently of the state.
We will continue to aid your fight by
all the means at our disposal.

Boycott needed
—not talk

A CONFERENCE ‘For Solidarity with
Workers of Spain’ is being called for
Saturday 14 February in London, Its
sponsors include no  fewer than I8
members of the TUC General Council,
including Jones, Gormley, Drain, Basnertt
and Chapple, and several ‘left' MPs.
Speakers include Michael Foot

Wherever possible members of the
International  Socialists© and  Socialist
Worker supporters should try to get
themselves delegated to this conference.
Only national, regional and district trade
union orgatnigations, trades councils and
shop stewards' committees can  send
delegates—hranches cannot be
represented.

Nevertheless we cannot ahstain from this
conference. We have to fight for workers'.
solidarity with the Spanish working class
We should aim to draw a line between
those on the side of Spanish workers and
those who are not,

Worse

The sponsors by and large fall into the
second ' category., The pi:atform of a
conference in solidarity with the Spanish

working class does not include the
wun’ Employment Secretary of a government
which sentes representative to Franco's
funeral and plans to be host to his
successor’s trade minister. Neither does it
include trade union leaders whose unions
profiteered out of cheap holidays in fascist
Spain. These points have to be made, and
we are the only people who will raise them.

The sponsors will be moving resolutions
calling for amnesty for all political
prisoners and frec trade union organisation
in Spain. Of course we support these
‘democratic demands'—they are crucial for
Spanish workers in economic struggles

But these are not enough-—we have to
argue for boycott, for trade union blacking
of all Spamsh goods and of trade with
Spain. That is the only way to cripple the
Spanish regime, and to give the workers the
support they are calling for. By fighting for
this demand we aim to turn the
conference into the basis for a massive
solidarity campaign

O All IS members and SW supporters
delegated to this conference showis
contact the IS International Depar-
ment, 8 Cotions Gardens, London E2
(phone 01-739 1878)
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DAVID FITZGERALD, from
Middlesbrough.

Aged 43, he is a fitter and a member of the
Engineering Workers Union. He is married
with four children and has been unemployed

for nine months,
= ,

PETE McDONNELL, from Cheltenham
Aged 23, he is a machine operator in the
Engineering Workers Union. He has been
unemployed for three months.

AZEEM KHAN, from Blackburn,
Aged 18, he has been unemployed since New

SAM STRUDWICK, from London.

z\ﬁvged 21, she is a member of the Transport
orkers Union who lost her job in a laundry.

She has been unemployed for three months.

NANCY KELLY, from Glasgow
Aged 21, she has been unemployed since June,
when she stopped being a student.

RAY STORRY, from South London
Aged 24, he was a General and Municipal
orkers Union shop steward at STC in

Year’s Eve. He was a bakerand isamember of Greenwich. He has been unemployed for five

the Bakers’' Union.

NEIL ROGALL, from London.
d 25, be is an unemployed civil servant

b { the CPSA. He has been
or work since November.

months.

FRANK JONES, from Kirkby, Merseyside.
He has been unemployed for 214 years. He is
married with five children, and isa member of
the Furniture Trades Union.

JOSEPH CRONSHAW, from Salford.

Aged 39, he is married with five children. He is
a qualified class | driver and a member of the
Engineering Workers Union (AUEW). He
has been unable to get work since September.

KEN ANDERSON, from Salford.

Aged 23, he is a building worker and has been
unemployed for nine months. He is married
with two children

Marchers
for the rig
to work

-will YOu -
support us

RAY BROWN, from Liverpool.
Aged 30, he has been unemployed for 11
months. He was a carworker and is a member
of the Transport Workers Union.

DAVE SWINGLER, from Birmingham.
Aged 20, he learnt to be a radio engineer in the
army. He is now in the Engineering Workers
Union (AUEW) and has been unemployed for
the past two months.



TOMMY KAYES from Paisley in Scotland.
Aged 22, he is a member of the government
workers' union NALGO and was a social
worker. He has been unemployed for the past

three months.

VMIKE BUCKINGHAM, from Glasgow.
\ged 31, with two children, he'is a member of
he National Union of Journalists and has
jeen unemployed for four months.

HERE are 22 unemployed men and women who
will be marching for the right to work from
Manchester to London next month. “We're out
of work’, said one of them, ‘but we're not going
to sit around and take it. We're going to do
something about it’.

These men and women want the support of
the trade union movement throughout the ’
country. Their march is already sponsored by
five Labour MPs and by trade union branches
and shop stewards’ committees. But they still
need much more help if they are going to bring
their message to workers in every area they
pass through.

Already 33 other marchers are signed up for
total of 55 so far. Names of other marchers are
still coming into the Right to Work office.

It will cost £5 a day—for food, equipment,
leaflets, posters, propaganda of every
description—for each day each marcher is on
the road.

Call for the sponsoring of a marcher for one
day or more at the next meeting of your trade
union branch, trades council or shop stewards’
committee, as part of your fight against un-
employment.

Hold a collection among the men and women
in your section, office or workplace to pay fora
marcher. Regular collections each week until
the march starts can keep a marcher on the
road forseveral days.

Send in individual donations too to help the
marchers.

Sponsorship is the simplest and most direct
way in which employed workers can link with
the unemployed who want to organise against
unemployment. So fill in the form below right
away.

LOZ BRIDGEN, from Birmingham.

Union.

ERICA BURNLEY, from Nottingham
Aged 24, she is a member of the General and
Municipal Workers Union. She has been
unemployed for the past six weeks.

,THELMA KENNEDY, from Bolton.

.a social workerand a shop steward in the local
‘government workers union NALGO.
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MIKE MARTIN, from Manchester.

CAROLYN CONWAY, from Guildford.
Aged 23, she has been unemployed for two
weeks. She is a member of the'General and
Municipal Workers Union.

Aged 29, he has been unemployed since he left
college seven months ago.

STEVE KIND, from Leeds.
Aged 28, he is a member of the Engineéring
Workers Union, (AUEW) and a machine
operator. He has been unemployed since
October.

Aged 25, unemployed since last May, she was

!
B S

(1oaay) SiABQ SLYD :SIUNLOID

DAVID SCHOFIELD, from Manchester.
Aged 32, he is married with four children. He
is a member of the Transport Workers Union
and has been unemployed for six months.

ROBERT GRAHAM, from Glasgow.
Aged 23, he has been unemployed since he left
college seven months ago.

Right to Work Campaign

Advertissment

National Rank and File Organis-
ing Committee

SPONSORSHIP FORM

I/WE WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR

RIGHT TO WORK CAMPAIGN
NEEDS

For the duration of the march, 27
February to 20 March

SINGLE MATTRESSES IOt MarGst)

SLEEPING BAGS
SINGLE SHEETS
CALOR GAS COOKERS

FOR

(length of time sponsored)
NAME OF SPONSOR And or
TRADE UNION ORGANISATION

Mattresses will be placed in
protective polythene and return-
ed in the same condition. Sheets
and sleeping bags will be cleaned
before being returned.

Aged 18, he has been unemployed tor seven
months. He is a semi-qualified metal shearer
and a member of the Transport. Workers

| ENCLOSE :

Cut out this form and send to: v
Right to Work Campaign, Rank and File Organising Committee.

We will collect. Phone 01 249
1207, or write to the Right to
Work Campaign, 46 Prince
George Road, London, N16.

46 Prince George Road, London N16,

'-—---—-——-“----.---q
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THOUSANDS of readers and
supporters gave money to
Worker
Phototypeselting Fund at the
raising

the Sociallsl

end of last
£6000.

year,

That money went on a
which has
been operaling for some
speeding up
production of the paper and
helping us make each issue
more up-to-date and relevant
to the political issues of the

compuler unil

weeks now,

day.

WE NEED

WAICH OUT FOR THE NEW LOOK
Socialist

The results of those
thousands of donations will
become even more visible in
a fortnight's time, when we
are planning to redesign the
paper to lake fuller advan-
tage ol the new
pholotypesetting.

One major change will be
the Soclalilst Worker
titlepiece, which is being
redesigned to make it stand
oul more clearly on new-
sagents’ stands and
bookslalls—where Soclalist -

THE FACTS

SOCIALIST Worker needs to
build a detailed picture of un-
employment.

Every IS branch should help by
answering the following questions. The
work in answering them will help youto
organise the fight.

Branches in towns and cities on the route
of the Right to Work march are urged to fill
in the questionnaire as soon as possible.

1 How many out of work in your area?

How many men, women, school leavers
and black peaple? How many have been out
of work for more than six months?

Which factories bhave warkers on short

time? How much short time is there!
How does it affect women workers and black
workers in particular?

Which factories have workers on over-
time? How much overtime is being
worked?
4 Whi¢h managements have sacked peo-
ple? How many?

5 Which managements have got rid of
workers through natural wastage&? How
many?

What announcements have heen made

recently about cuts in local public
expenditure? How many jobs will they
threaten?

How do the unemployed break down

into work groups: ie, how many teachers,
bus drivers. engineering workers are out of
work?

How to find out these facts: The broad
figures on unemployment are published each
month by the district Deparrment of
Employmem office,

This office cannor refuse to give a member
of the public the information which it
publishes. But the detailed figures and the
individual examples are more important,

The Department might have broken down
figures for blacks and school Jeavers (they
detinitely do have them for women). But
apart from these, they may not be much help.

The focal newspaper can be a mine of
information. Someone should spend a day or
two searching through back numbers over
the last four or five months, Try and get
photographs of every relevant story about
unemplovment—especially to do  with
sackings or short time.

The Healthy Authoridies will tell vou about

Socialist Worker NEWS...

Worker is being increasingly
sold.

The paper will also be
swilching to seven narrower
columns per page, instead of
the present five. This will
allow the paper to carry more
news, pictures and features
each week. :

Walch out for the new slyle
SOCIALIST WORKER! More
news, and more up-to-date
news of the struggle lor
socialism of workers all over
the world.

MORE THAN 250 students took part
in the first demonstration in London in
support of the MPLA since the civil
war in Angola began, The demonstra-
tion was called by the National
Organisation of 1S Student Societies. .

It marched to the US embassy and
the headquarters of Gulf Oil and was
followed by a 120-strong meeting.
Speakers were Polly Gaster (Angola
Solidarity campaign)., Paul Foot
(Sacialist Worker) and representatives
from the Unity Movement of South
Africa, the Iranian Students Con-
federation and the Cagipaign for the

3

PICTURES: Chris Davies .(“.Report'i'

Release of Indian Political Prisoners.
NOISS is following up the
demonstration with a pamphlet on
Angola, and is supporting the leaflet-
ting activities of the Angola Solidarity
Committee for MPLA day.

Angola is also one of the topics to be
discussed at the Third NOISS Con-
ference.next weekend (7-8 February) in
Manchester. as part of a length v session
on International Solidarity Work,

Fhere will also be sessions on
overseas students and the fight against
racism, on women and on building
NOISS.

the situation in the Health Service: the
education authority with the schools and the
local council will tell you about sackings,
natural wastage etc, umong council workers,

Local union offices will know a fair bit
about unemployment among their members.
The individual examples are crucial to the
pictuce:

But the best way to pet the information
ahout emploved workers (overtime, short
time, natural wastage eLc) is to get it direct
from the factories.

Most big factories havespecial offices for

stewards and convenors. Don't be
afraid to ring a factory and ask for the
convenor. Various formulas work wonders.
‘I'm doing a survey on unemployment at my
department” is 4 good example!

We need the answers to these.questions as ©
soon as possible. Make sure they reach”

Sccialist Worker by 10 February.

Telephone Margaret Renn (01-739 6361 if
there are any difficulties. Send the informa-
tion to Socialist Worker Editorial, Cor-
bridge Warks, Corbridge Crescent, London,
E2.

ad WHAT'S ON

Naotices for What's On should be posted
to reach Saclalist Worker by first post on
the Monday before publication. Adverts
wifl NOT be accepted by phone. Sendto:
What's On, Corbridge Works, Corbridge
Crescent, London E2 9DS.

Socialist Worker
MEETINGS

GLASGOW SW Public Meating: Fagm the Culs
Speakars smmy Ross (Glasgow teacher) and Gesrge
Kally (Glasguw ETU shop steward) Chair Jahn Glen
1Glasgow ETU shop steward), City Halis, Albon Siraet
Glasgow. Thursday & Feoruary, 7,30pm

SOCIALIST WORKER Public Meeting on Ireland:
Troope Oul Now, Thursdey 29 January, 7pm. The
Aoebuck, Tottenham  Court Road, London W1
Speakers Gene Kerrigan faditor of The Worker), and
Mike Heym

HIGH WYCOMEE SW discussion meetin
Jenuary.8pm White Lion pub, Crendon
Wycomba Spesker Roger Cox

Friday 30
trael. High

WEST LONDON SW Public Meeting: ‘Yesnasday 4
Fabruary 6.30pm . Distillars Arms, Fulham Palace Road
‘Why We Need o Rank and File Mavement. Speakers:
Peta Glaner {TGWU Totienham bus branch) Al
welcome.

HACKNEY SW Public Meeting; The Bosses ' Crisis and
1ha Socialist Answer, Speaker. Duncan Mallas. Thurs
gay 5 February, Bpm, Centreprise VBookshop,
Kingsland High Raad, Dalsion

CENTRAL LONDON SW Public Meeting: The Figm
agunst the CIA Speaker Philip Agee, ex CIA agent,
and Stave Jefferys Thursday & February 7pm. Mary
Ward Hall, Tawistock LPlace. London, WC1

EAST LONDON SW series of six forinmghtly lectures on
the Meaning of Manasm. Sterting. Friday B Jusuary,
7 m:);?sbwnmmnn House. Livingstone Road, Strat
lora

Frdoy & February: Is there a parlameniary road to
worksrs” power? Speaker: lan Bachall

Frday 20 February: The Rewoiutanary Socialist
Ahernative. Speaker Colin Sparks

Friday 5 March: What is !mperalesm? Speaker: Nigal
Harns

Foday 189 March: What 15 a revolutionary socialist
a1y ! Speaker Tony CuH

the dole wath
e e " Thersday 312
g o ° wrsday 12

EICESTER SW Public Meeting On
Sour — Fu " P Faohe
r

TTENMAM Socalist Worksr public meeting
o CA Tontenham Hgh

y German

ts legestation

. g #x

CENTRAL LONDON SW public meeting on
Ireland. Thurssay 29 January, 7pm, at tha Scabuck,
Tottenham Court Hond, Longon WICT, Speaker Editor
of Tha Woarker, paper of the Soacialist Workers
Movemeant, Iraland

NORTH LONDON DISTRICT SW public meeting:
Iretand: Troops Out Now. Speaker Eamonn McCann,
B.00pm, Tuesday 3 February, Narth Library, Manor
Gardans, N7 (0ff Holloway Road)

CENTRAL LONDON Socislist Workar series of six
fortnightly lectures on THE MEANING OF MARXISM
starts Tuesday 3 February, 6.3Cpm, The Roebuck pub,
Tottenham Court Road {nearass tube Goodge Street)
Coen to-all SW readers,

3 February—What 5 Mancsm? Spaaker—Dancan
Hallas

17 Fabruary—What are the causes of the presént
ecanomic crisis? Speaker— Duncan Hallas

2 March—\What 15 imperialism? Speaker Nigel Harris
16 March—Is T™ere a parliamentary road 1o
socaligm?

A0 March—The revalutianary socialist alternatve
13 April--What i1 & ravolatianary socialist party?
Spaaker—Tany Clff

Socialist Worker
EVENTS

NORTH WEST LONDON 1S in association with
\West London Troops Out Movemant present an Irish
MNight to commemorate Derry's Bloady Sunday with
the Irish Mist ot the Miam IV, Harrow Road.
Sawrday 31 January. Bar éxténson, raffle, food
Tickets 50p. 65p o1 door Buses 18 and 52. Tube
Kensal Green

NOISS FILM TOUR: Angola in Struggie, with a
speaker from the SW Alrica Group

SHEFFIELD: Friday 30 January. ! pm, Shalfiels Poly,
Genaral Lecture Theatre

LEEDS: Frday 30 January, Leeds
University

LANCASTER, TEESSIDE POLY, NEWCASTLE,
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH. and LONDON will have

shoswings from 2 February to 6 February. Delaiis o be
announced

avening,

BENEFIT DISCO in ad of the Sccalier Worker
Partuguese Soliderity Fund. Thursday 29 Jsavary, 8pm
Narth London Poty, Prince of Wales Road, Londen
NWE. Admissian 15p, Everyone welcome

CHILE SLIDE AND TAPE SHOW: 45 minutaes, 125
sixdes, produced by the Sacahist Warkar Agitprop Group
for SW discussion meetings, Sound tieck includes
Chilean Songs Hire £2 from Rob Lumley, Fiat 4, 165
Perghore Foad, Birmingham & Please book well In
advance.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO BLACK POWER?
Forty-rminute casselts of Frad Hooper. chalrman of
Black YWorkers lor Coflective Progress in Louisville,
Kentucky, ord 2 menber of the American intar
national Socialists Exceptional account of the black
movement In the Slates—and ol e growing
reatishtion among black and white workers there that
thairs 18 ana struggle. £1 .80 vincluding postags (A
CAST stereo recordingl. SONGS OF THE POR-
TUGUESE REVOLUTION. 60 -minute cassette still
available, also £1 80, FROM Pete Marsden. Socialist
Workar, Corbridga Waorks, Corbringe Crascant, Lon-
don, E2 8DS.

CHINGAR! (Urdu) out this week: Usa the paper in
geting support and sponsorship foe the Hight 1o Work
Campaign, which 18 given full coverage Othar
artickes on Pakistani political prisoners. torturé in
Irchian jails, and what we mesn by exploitation. 5p a
capy from your SW seller or Chingar, 8 Cotans
Gardans, Londen, E2. Punjabi issue 8180 in print.
CHINGARI Organisers must send in monay for
Oecembar issues NOW, Also articles for the next
ssuE, Including reports on how Asians in your ares
have responded 1o requests or sponsorships for the
Right 10 Wark march. Send 1o Changarn. 8 Cotlons
Gardens, London, E2

IS meetings

MEETING of all IS NALGO members in London,
Tuesday 10 February 7pm, Earl Russelt Pub, Pancras
Roed, London, NW1 {Kings Cross tube)

ALL LONDON CIVIL SERVICE FRACTION:
Wednesday 4 fabruary 6.30pm, The Plough, Museum
Street, London, WCT. All Landon members must attend.
Entrance by IS mambership card only,

NOW AVAILABLE—the first pamphlet of Practical Notes.
Includes Working as a socialist on the shop floor, working as a
socialist in your trade union branch, public speaking, chair-
manship, writing for Socialist Worker, SW discussion groups.

Each section is also available as a separate sheet. Single
copies 10p each, 17p including postage. Five copies or more
post free, from: Training Committee, 8 Cottons Gardens,

London E2 8DN.

IS QFFICE neegs part-time or full-time help Olfice
axperience and typing uselul but not vitel. If you can
“elp out, ring or write to IS off ¢e, B Cottons Garcens
Longon E2 105-739 89772

WEST YORKSHIRE DISTRICT IS, Jumble wantad for
llf,";bt'? sale late February. Will collect. Phone D274
56913

IS WOMEN'S SUB-COMMITTEE, Saturday 7
Fabruary, 11am, 8 Cottons Gardens. Londan, E2. Every
branch ar district and each union fracton must sond a
oalegate. For further datails, accomnmodation etc, phone
Ning 01-739 8772 Pooled {ares scheme will aperate
London members must came preparkd to put inte the
pockaed fare

IS STUDENT CADRE SCHOOL: 30 January -1
February. First session ;1 1pm, 8 Cottons Gagiens,
London, E2

SUMMER TRAINING SCHOOLS: 21-24 june. 1S full-
umers school 1922 July, Wamens Volce School, 2-5
August Natwnal Cadre Schoal |Manchester], 23-26
i\ugu:u, Nationa! Cadre School (London). Delaiis from
Training Committae, 8 Cottons Gardens, Londan, E2
3DN

SPEAKERS® NOTES an Angols have been produced
by the SW Africa Group. Send stamped addressed
anwalape to B Cottons Gardens, London, E2

WOMENS VOICE needs & business manaper. |t
requires about 1wo or three days a week, or aguivalent
avenings, Urgent. Contact Nine (01-739 8772),

WILL ALL DELEGATES to the AGM of the Chile
Schidanty Campaign please contact the IS International
Department as soon ns possible?

WOMEN and the Cuts Conference: Ssturdey 28
Fabruacy, All IS members and comacts attending or
wishing to attend the conference should contact Joy
Leman (01-229 6369) as soon 35 possible

LABOUR WORKER: Ancient copies of Labour
Worker, Socialist Worker's pred ., Needed to
makae up bound voluma for SWolfice filas. Scour your
attics! Wa need issues 30, 32, 35.37, 39, 41-43, 50
52, 54,58, 60, vol lll issue 5, vol Il Issues 1, 2, 4,57,
8,9, val | all issues except 2. Send 1o SW editorial,
ggs‘bndgn Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2

WALES IS Cadre School: Agenda includes
Nationglism, Devolution, and the 1 to Work
Campaign. Rhymney Hotel, Cardiff. urday 31
January, 11am. For sccommedation and further
details, phone 0222.498 579,

Cheshire and Sh hire di 1S ing for IS

t
members: Frday 6 February, 7 30 prompt. Cross
Foxes, Boughton, Chester (on AS1 noar Chaster
engineering works) Agenda: Party Council mesting
14.15 February, election of delegates, Right ta Work
Campaygn, district organisation and perspectives,
Mambers and/or branch regrasentatives inyited from
Runcorn, Macclesfield, Warrington. Crewem Rhyl,
Bangor. Shrewsbury, Tetford and Wrexham Agendas
available from Chester IS, c/0 8 Cottons Gardans.
Landon E2 Non-mambers invited

Boost for
the Left
in Ireland s

100 PEOPLE attending & day school in
Dublin on Sunday organised by the Socinlist
Workers Movement heard 1S orpaniser
Jimmy McCallum urge Irish revolutionaries
to ‘break out from the small group mentality’
and begin to recruit workers in larpe
numbers,

Among those present were delegates from
the group which has recently split from the
Irish Republican Socialist Party, former
members of the Official Republican and the

Communist Party of Irelund, members of the
Peoples Democracy. and rank and file trade
unionists.

It was generally agreed that this was one of
the most significant initiatives on the left in
Ireland for some time. The recent crisis in the
various - republican  organisations has
provoked splits and fragmentations but,
until now, no serious effort to draw the
lessons and investigate what basis exists for a
re-groupment on the left,

Jimmy McCallum explained the history of
IS and was able to draw also on his recent
experience of Portugal. He récounted how
the PRP failed to take seriously the job of
organising in the factories and therefothis
found itself isolated from the masses when
the right wing moved onto the offensive after
the events of 25 November.

Fhis provoked the basis for s wide-ranging
discussion which went on all day with
sessions on the history of the Communist
Party in Ireland, the roots of Republicanism,
and the perspectives of the SWM,

Repression

SWM  speakers emphasised that the
struggle against imperialism could not be
seen merely in the Northern context, that it
must unite the issue of military repression
with a campaign on unemployment and the
wage freeze in the South.

Only in this way could the mistakes of the
pust be avoided and an organisation with
roots in the working class be created.

There was sharp criticism of the
revolutionary left in Ireland from former
Republicans, over the left’s tendency to
dismiss Republicans (0o easily.

They argued that one reason for
Republicans”  apparent  opposition to
socialism was that they found themselves
more or less automatically dismissed as
irrelevant by left organisations.

All the speakers agreed that the coming
year in Ireland will be one of sharp conflict,
both North and South, and that the question
of united action in defence of the working
class was of the greatest urgency.

The rate of unemployment in Ireland is
more than 10 per cent and rising. The
Southern government—with Labour
support=—has promised a complete wage
freeze, The North faces the possibilities of a
Loyalist 1ake over.

The task of building a party adequate to
confront this situation is enormous, and it
certainly wasn't solved at the day school.

But most of those attending were confi-
dent afterwards that a beginning had been
made. Further meetings between those
attending are being arranged.

THE NEXT edition of the IS
Bulletin will be distributed
next week. Money with orders
from Branch/District
secretaries to 8 Cottons Gar-
dens, London E2 8DN,



crack

THE torture and death of our comrades
throughout the world is a common occurrence.
The graveyards of Russia, Chile, Spain, Portugal,

testify to this.

Everyone has read somewhere the story of the tortured
body of a comrade ‘suiciding’ from the upper stories of a
police headquarters. Where was it now? Chile? Spain?

The Valpreda Papers®, by Pietro Valpreda, gives us the inside
of one who survived to fight again.

doge. and also the story
u

r dead comrade Pinclli was a young lad from

an Anarchist railwggawwker. The Italian political police, trying for
rge of bombing the Agricultural Bank and

killing 16 farmers, gave Pinelli one blow too many when seeking a
‘confession’ and were forced to *suicide’ him through the window of

a frame-up on a

the interrogation room.

they
could

With Pinelli, charged as the ‘master-
mind’ gone, the police looked around
for a ‘softer’ replacement. Wayout,
freaky, ballet dancer Valpreda looked
a good bet. We all know these poofy
ballet dancers will soon crack. Alas,
for them Valpreda was toughened
with politics and humanity,

Contrast

After two years of being given the
works, Valpreda still hadn't cracked.
Such was the campaign that the state
had created around this case, and with
the lack of a ‘confession’, together
with the collapse of their witnesses, the
state had egg on its face.

A special law had to be rushed
through the Italian parliament to free
Valpreda. After these years of
prosecution, his mother and aunt

ilan in Italy,

by DAVE
HALLSWORTH

dragged through the courts for perjury
Jfor providing his abili, his friends and
neighbours constantly harassed by
the police and courts, Valpreda
emerged jfrom prison still without
undergoing a trial, weaker physically,
but steeled and hardened politically

For those of us who have experienc-
ed or witnessed the ‘justice’ of the
courts of capital, the ignoring of the
revealed lies of the police, the
vengeance-seeking of the judges and
magistrates, or have been on the
receiving end of the distortions, lies,
and smears of the ‘free press’, the story
holds no great surprise. Except maybe

Yes, but pale green...

HOW Green Was My Valley, BBC2's
current serial, showing on Monday
and Saturdays, is about the experience
of a mining family in South Wales at
the turn of the century.

And that’s the problem. For it's
little more than that.

Yet a family in a mining town lives
and works in a community, With
neighbours, public houses as well as
chapels, and a community that exists
to dig coal for the profit of the mine
OWNErs.

This relationship dominates and

enetrates even to the hearth of the
amily. But in this series it only
consistently shows through the ‘fiery’
personality of lanto, played well and,
perhaps, more real than many of the
characters, But seen in such isolation,
he comes over as the middle-class ideal
of the typical militant representing few
but himself,

In the third episode we hear abouta
five-month strike. [ believe it is the
IR98 Cambrian Combine strike,
against the sliding scale of wages that
linked wages to the price of coal
Opposition to this scale was
widéspread during the 1890s. Coal
prices continually fell vear in, year
out, eroding the South Wales miners’
standard of living.

Yet lanto is the only one who

complains, He only speaks to a small
meeting of a dozen men. They take the
strike decision and the decision to go
back. You'd never think that mass
meetings attended by thousands, with
militant picketing, were a feature of
the strike.

There’s plenty of knock-about
heroics. It’s good entertainment, but it
never has adverse consequences. The
minister is not sacked for denouncing
the deacon. Ilanto comes under no
real pressure at work after havinga go
at the boss's son!

Is this really set in the 19th century?

LEN ARTHUR

Valpreda under guard. They couldn’t 1orture a ‘confession’ o

the bumbling inepitude of the Ttalian
state,

In Britain Capital seeks to keep its
cosmeticised face towards the people,
and hide the ugliness of its arse. In
Italy they’re not so skilful, but they
still own the judges, courts, press and
police. Whatever cobblers they
make of it their buddies will cover up
for them or have their own nakedness
revealed.

But the Valpreda case ripped the
covers off the right-wing state
machine, and clearly revealed the arse
of Capital,

Ignore

One thing emerges that confirms my
own experience during the Intex
strike, here in Ashton under Lyne,
When the workers are in struggle, all
the left grouEin whose leaders are
engrossed in knifing ¢ach other in the
back, unite in rendering help and
assistance. Communist, Anarchist,
Trotyskist, rank and file ignore their
differences in the desire that the
workers shall win,

The Valpreda Papers reveal the
excellence of some of our comrades
who fight under the banner of
Anarchism. Certainly there are
differences between us. But we are
united in our hatred of capital and its
stooges.

Th_c book, an expensive one at £6, is
certainly worth demanding to be
included on the shelves of your local
library. The least that can happen is
that someone will think it a spy story
and get an ecyeopener about
capitalism.

*Published by Gollancz, £6.
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ut of him.

ON THE
RBOYX

THURSDAY
Marlon Brando stars in the excellent
film, ON THE WATERFRONT (BBC2)
a picture of life in racket-ridden New
York. dockland. THE MONEY
PROGRAMME (BBC2) features the
views of ‘top people’ on the
economic prospects for 1976,

SUNDAY
‘Stanley’s house in Wimbledon is
the target for an inter-galactic plot
which threatens the entire race—his
wife is being turned into a turnip’'—
and RED LETTER DAY (ITV) takes its
first step into science fiction. Fun-
niest programme of the week is
THIRD TESTAMENT (BBC2)
with Malcolm Muggeridge on
Tolstoy. Naver in the field of televi-
sion has one man done so much to
bore so many, MASH (BBC2) is one
of the best comedies around at the
moment.

MONDAY
HORIZON (BBC2) looks at the decline
and proposed new growth of
Britain's coalfields and examines the
new Selby field in Yorkshire.

TUESDAY
This week's DECISION {ITV) looks at
Hammaersmith Council in ‘Rates: the
search for cuts’, battling to cut public
spanding and keep rates down.
Meanwhile FAWLTY TOWERS
(BBC2) continues.

HOW WE'D
RUN LUCAS
—BY THE
WORKERS

HOW often are we told how impor-
tant the bosses are to our society, how
without theé incentive of profit there
would be no improvement in
technology or products, how com-
petitions makes industry more ‘ef-
ficient” and less wasteful?

How many times have we been told
we need the bosses to plan produc-
tion? There'd be chaos if it was left to
the workers.

The workers at Lucas Aerospace,
led by their combine stewards’ com-
mittee, have just shown how much
crap that really is. They have publish-
ed their own plan detailing the kinds
of socially useful products Lucas
could be making.

The plan was developed in response
to the threat of sackings, if there was
further rationalisation or if the much-
talked about defence cuts go ahead.
‘People have talked about the right to
work but no one has suggested what
could be made instead,” said Mike
Cooley, one of the stewards.

Such as electric retarding braking
systems. Such a system, fitted to the
coach that crashed in Yorkshire last
May, would have saved 32 lives. The
Lucas plant at Willesden has 25 years
design experience in this.field, but so
far Lucas have refused to develop the
systems for mass production.

The Lucas workers have a plan fora
combined petrol/electric car that
doesn’t need special charging. It could
reduce pollution from cars by three-
g:a‘ners and fuel consumption by

If.

There’s a plan to use pneumatic
wheels on trains, instead of hard steel.
This would make travel more comfor-
table, and both train carriages and rail
lines cheaper to build.

These are the kind of ideas that are
supposed to be the monopoly of
universities, experts and ‘en-
trepreneurs’. Yet the entreprencurs
aren't interested and the universities,
when asked by the stewards for their
ideas, were mostly useless.

REMOTE

Some of the ideas stretch the limits
of vour imagination. Airships using
helium which don’t waste any of the
rare gas, telecheiric devices which
could fight fires or work under the
ocean, all under remote control

But all could be set up or
developed using the facilities already
available at Lucas, facilities the
management seem happy to run down
if they aren’t profitable enough.

Then there is the case of the kidney
machines. Lucas was planning to sell
off this area of its production,
although there is a shortage costing
hundreds of lives.

Or the case of the machine to help
Spina Bifida victims get around.
Lucas engineers helped design the
‘Hobcart’, but Lucas wouldn't
produce it because it was ‘incompati-
ble with the product range’.

And if their plan was actually put
into action? ‘We also want new ways
of working,’ explained Mike Cooley,
‘We don't want four boring jobs put
together into one, saying you've
enriched the job. We want to involve
everyone in the plant

The ideas from the shop floor are
more imaginative and more challeng-
ing than anything ever to come from
the management. All this in opposi-
tion to the profit motive. They are a
direct challenge to the wastefulness of
unemployment and proof that
workers can plan production.

PHIL GRIFFITHS

ANGOLA:WHAT TELEVISION DOESN’T SHOW

ANGOLA IN STRUGGLE, the film
now on a National Organisation of
International Socialist Students tour,
was made in colour in October 1975, It
is the most recent film available on the
Angolan war and includes interviews
with Portuguese and Zaircan
mercenarics captured by the MPLA.

The . film concentrates on the
organisation and activities of the
MPLA and its armed wing, FAPLA.
There are scenes of a mass rally in
Luanda, and of FAPLA engaged in
various aspects of the struggle, in-

cluding production. The last part
deals with the work of the People’s
Committees in the shanty towns

The film confirms the popular base
and orientation of the MPLA but has
many shortcomings. First is the lack
of any historical background to the
current phase of the struggle, essential
for an understanding of the MPLA
and its enemies.

Aspects of MPLA policy arc
presented, but the overall picture is
vague, -and . sometimes inaccurate.
Two FAPLA commanders are inter-

viewed and described as typical. But
neither was involved in the earlier
struggle and they don’t typify the
advanced political consciousness of
the long-standing MPLA members.

Serious too is a failure to define the
real enemy. FNLA and UNITA are
denounced as tribal, and South
African and Portuguese involvement
exposed, but no real reference is made
to the forces behind them: the big
business corporations of Western
Europe and the United States and
their governments.

Some explanation lies in an ap-
parent intention to use the film for TV
You get the distinct impression of
concern by the film-maker to reassure
‘liberal opinion at home',

The film must be seen critically in
this light. Yet it is definitely wortl
seeing and should arouse interesting
discussion. There is human warmt}
and moyvement. It brings you closer tc
the struggle in Africa and gives insight
into the particular problems there tha
the revolution must face.

PENNY GRAHAM
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You've got it
wrong on

Scottish
nationalism

IT IS a great pity that Socialist
Worker has not taken the opportunity
afforded by the formation of the
Scottish Labour Party to re-examine
its attitude towards the Scottish
national question.

Regrettably, your article on the
SLP (24 January) shows that you
intend to continue your ill-thought-
out attacks on Scottish nationalism.

1 would think it valuable to make a
distinction between three separate
phenomena:

The Scottish National Party, the
party of capitalism and exploitation of
the working class,

Nationalism, a political current
which socialists have always un-
derstood could be either progressive
or reactionary, depending on the
economic, social and political forces;

Interest :

And the ‘national question', which
is the heading under which Marxists
have traditionally and correctly plac-
ed their scientific analysis of whethera
nation has a separate identity and to
what degree it is discriminated and
exploited by the ruling classof another
nation.

Surely it is to this third factor—the
national question—that Socialist
Worker should be directing its think-

ing,

%\"hethcr the Scottish Labour Party
is part of this movement towards a
socialist Scotland remains to be seen.
It will depend precisely on whether it
adopts policiecs such as the
nationalisation of oil under workers’
control.

But if political leadership along
these lines does not emerge and the
justification claims of the working
class of Scotland to recognition of
Scottish national identity does not
occur in the politics of socialist
organisations, then.only the capitalists
of the Scottish Nationalist Party will
gain. —JIM MacKECHNIE;,
Glasgow.

Stop this
slow

murder!

TWO SOCIALISTS, Frank Stagg
and Gerald Mealey, are starving to
death in an English prison.

Why? Because the present *socialist’
government in England, unable to
break these men by various means
(Frank Stagg spent eight months in
solitary confinement, the last three
without even being allowed into the
fresh air) are refusing to grant them
their just demands for repatriation to
their native soil, where they would be
among fellow Irish POWSs, out of
some sense of revenge.

As the English government have
already transferred numerous Irish
prisoners both ways across the Irish
Sea, there is obviously no reason why
these two POWs and their comrades
should be allowed to suffer in this
senscless and barbaric fashion

How can the English government
mdignantly accuse other governments
of foul play and torture when they use
the foulest deed of all, slow murder,
agamst their political opponents?

The capitahst media assist in this by
covering up this torture

if the capitalist media are not
prepared to inform the public about
what is going on in their name, then it
must be the duty of the socialists in

war country to highlight the plight of
these two courageous men before it is
too late and we are left with yet two
more socialist martyrs.—G BURNS,
Republican POW, Cage 11, Long
Kesh Concentration Camp.

Where 20 queue
for every job

AS AN unemployed worker here in
West Germany, | would like to
comment on the International
Socialists’ slogan of ‘work or full pay’.

Since full pay for the uncmployed
will not be given in this society, we
socialists are right to demand it as a
lever to-achieving full employment.

Most of the jobs that would be
necessary (o run a socialist socicty,
with a high standard of living for all,
are indispensable.

Machines could be used for a lot of
disgusting work now done by workers.
Therefore all able people would be
allowed and expected to contribute
and share the work as necessary,

Nowadays as my recent experience
has proved, it’s no bloody fun tram-
ping around from one factory to
another being told with a false smile
‘sorry, but that job is taken',

Or, like government policy, the
answer is: ‘You're the wrong nationali-
ty to be even considered’, when there's
20 blokes in the queue for one job,

You just slump from one depression
to the next and become harder to live
with, with all the frustrations that
have to come out now and again,
knowing that you and the other
millions could be producing needed
goods.

It hardens my conviction to fight to
change completely this sick excuse for
a society, and those pecople who prop it
up.—DAVE LEWIN, %ockingen. W
Germany

THE LETTER (last week) pointing out the
shortcomings of the Alison Cummins
story was correct, The ?utter press also
uses the technique of attributing the
effects of capitalism to some (in their
case ficticous) cause, while failing to
prove the relationship,

It is useless merely to point to
injustices, asking workers to follow us
and put matters right. Unless workers
are taught the necessity of socialism for
economic advance-—as opposed to it
being a form of religion or idea of a
society based on utopian ideas of
charity—then workers will never
sustain any initial beliefs in the face of
the capitalist media and non-
socialists —J BARLOW, Liverpool.

Three-year old George Koro, after his three brothers and one sister had been
killed by an overturned heater in their Harlesden, North London home early
this month, Recruitment of firemen in the Greater London area has been
stopped because of the government's spending cuts.

AN OVERTURNED OIL HEATER claimed the lives of four youngsters in Brent,
North West London, three weeks ago. This is not the first time—nor will it be the
last—that lives have been lost through these contraptions, As always, it's the
poorest working class families who suffer. And yet no inquiries have condemned
oil heaters. The blame, they say, is ‘human error’.

Local councils should immediately circulate educational leaflets. Much better, of
course, is for everyone to fight for the money to afford decent living conditions.
What | fear is that, as things get worse, more and more people will start falling back

on these cheap but deadly heaters.—~FIREMAN, London SEI3

BLACKLISTED-AND THE

UNION DO NOTHING

I READ with interest Socialist
Worker’s report (17 January) on the
strike at the Isle of Grain power
station in Kent by EETPU members
and of their subsequent victory with
the help of other trade unionists but
without the help of theirown officials.

Of particular interest was the fact
that their employer, NG Bailey, kept
files on the men to avoid employing
militants. But the blacklist is not only
used by Bailcy's

Militants in Kent, specially on the
power station, have suffered the
blacklist for years, and the union
bureaucracy have done nothing teo
fight it.

1 have been out of work since 1974
as an engineering mate and put my
case in the hands of the local AUEW
District Committee.

After being turned down for
employment by the engineering firm
Babcock and Wilcox, my District
Secretary wrote to me saying they
wouldn’t employ me even if they had
jobs going and that was ‘not able to
generate great enthusiasm from our
membership on the site”. So far as |
know, he didn’t even try.

Even our Labour MP, Bob Bean,
said there was nothing he could do and
that therc were ‘excellent oppor-
tunities’ for me in other industries. As
a blacklisted man?

In November, | applied for work at
the General Electric Company on the
power station. After giving them
particulars of previous employment
they turned me down.

Once again I got a letter from the
union confirming that | wouldn't be
employed by GEC

Once again the District Committee
does nothing. I suggest the AUEW on
the power station get out their rule
book and read it.

Rule One states that the union
provides ‘Assistance to members when
out of employment or in distressed
circumstances .—~BERNARD
WARD, Chatham, Kent.

WHY DON'T we use tactics that will turn
the membership away from the trade
union bureaucrats. Only then will we
get the Rank and File Movement we so o
badly need. Sowhy not start a campaign
to withhold subs for a start?—RON

Easter is a political feast this year

HURRY, hurry, hurry. There are still places left for the Socialist Worker rally
in Skegness next Easter. The rally is from Friday 16 to Monday 19 April,
Easter weekend. The inclusive cost for adults is £186, which includes the cost
of all meals, accommodation and entertainment. Children are free. Ask your
local Socialist Worker seller for details naw.

Local rally organisers MUST send in all completed forms now to Skegness
Rally, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2. Late bookings may be too late-there isa
limit on the number of places available.

o
>

NOTICE
TO QUIT
WHAT
A JOKE!

I HAVE BEEN a tenant of the Greater
London Council's Kingsmead estate
since 1973. My rent book ran out last
27 September. When I did not receive
a new one through the post, | rang
County Hall and they gave me the
number of the local Housing Office.

The man I spoke to there told me he
had hundreds of other houses tosee to
and he wasn’t there just to know when
my rent book was up. He added:

‘If you've got the rent money, you
could come down here and collect a
new book.'

1 work as a cook supervisor at a
schaool in Hackney. I start at 7am and
finish at 3.30pm. I then collect my son
from school. :

Twice 1 tried to reach the Housing
Office before it closed at 4pm.
Catching a bus round here is also a big
problem, so twice 1 got there and the
office had already closed.

On 8 December, 1 paid £20 rent with
a special loose slip a neighbour gave
me. Still no rent book came. Then
before Christmas I received Notice to
Quit through the post. That expired
on 5 January.

No-one has been round to see me
about it and I am still without a rent
book.

I feel really cut up about what’s
happening to me. A lot of people on
this estate have  similar problems.
Repairs are never done. It’s dirty and
neglected.

It's adding insult to injury to expect
you to take time off work so that you

can pay vyour rent!-MRS M
JOSEPH, London, E9,
-1}

| SPENT an hour of astonishment
watching last waek's ‘impartial
documentary’ on ITV called Who Says
It Couldn’t Happen Here? it was one of
the most blatant right-wing propagan-
da films | have seen.

Lord Chalfont showed us the ten
points of Marx's Communist
Manifestoc and explained (to my
amazement) that over half of them
have already been implemented in
Britain. This just goes to show, he
said, that Britain is well on the way to
becoming a Communist state.

Other notable ‘moderates’ told us
what a dangerous situation was
developing and what we must do to
preserve our freedom. Among them
were Lord Hailsham, Woodrow Wyatt,
the editor of the Daily Telegraph and
Frank Chapple.

Chapple profoundly stated that “the
overthrow of capitalism would mean
the loss of freedom for workers'. It's
easy to see whose side he's on.—TIM
FRANCE, Ormskirk, Lancs.

BURFORD, Anglesey.

-



WHO would make
the best assistant
general secretary

for the Engineering
Union. There are

three main
candidates in the
March election to
replace Ernie
Roberts, who is
retiring. Who would
you vote for?

Election
addresses are now
coming out. Make
sure they get
circulated to
members in your
factory so that
everyone can read
what the candidates
stand for.

by PETER INGHAM

JUST about the only trade union
organisation in the country which
rivals  the steel production
workers’ union ISTC in contempt
for its rank and file is the National
Craftsmen’s Coordinating Com-
mittee. This represents all
craftsmen in the steel industry,
engineers, electricians, boiler-
makers and so on.

The committee has its origins in a

reat strike of 7000 steel craftsmen in
ghcfﬁcld during the first Labour
government of 1924. After a bitter
battle, the strike was defeated. Steel
craftsmen’s gross carnings have, ever
since, slipped behind those in general
engineering. . ;

The union officials who sold out the
strike had formed themselves into a
joint negotiating body which has
continued to this day.

The committee has always been
controlled by officials in the different
craft unions, who have clung jealously

What we
stand for

SOCIALIST WORKER
revolutionary socialist paper that
sesks to orgenise its supporters
around the following principles:

Independent working-class action

/s @

ism, not patehing it up or gradu-
glly trying to change it. We
therafore support all struggles. of
workers against capitalism and

The smashing of the capitalist
state The state (machire i5 a
weapon of capitalist class rule
and therefore must be smashad.

police and judges cannot simply

be taken over and used by the
working class. There s, there-
fore, no parliamentary road to
socialism, The working-class re-
volution needs an entirely dif-
ferent kind of state—a workars'
state, based on councils of work-
place delegstes.

Work in the mass organisations
of the working class We believe
in working in the mass organisa-
tions of the warking class, par-
ticularly the trade unions, and
fighting for rank and file con-
trol of them,

Internationalism We arec inter-
nationalists. We practise and

against the bureaucratic ruling
cluss,

revolutionary party To
achiava sacia’ism the most mili

The present parlament, army, The

‘I suppose I'm the moderate now’,
said Wnght before Christmas, when
he persuaded senior convenors in
Chrysler to accept the loss of more
than 8000 jobs.

His previous major achievement at
Chrysler has been to order AUEW
members to cross the EETPU official
picket lines at Stoke in 1973, This
broke the electricians’ strike and
began the run-down of trade union
organisation inside the plant.

Wright has been the victim of a
series of vicious press attacks. He has
reacted to each attack by attempting
to appear yet more moderate,

At Chrysler before Christmas, as
the senior full-time union official
involved, he could have led a massive
fight back againstthe redundancies. A
majority of manual shop stewards
were oppose to the deal, Wright had
backed them, speaking at mass
meetings and arguing with the
members, the whole story of the
collapse at Chrysler would have been
different.

Wright could have started the
national fight back apgainst
unemployment, He refused.

to their craft divisions.

In 1956, it was whittled down to one
representative from each of the ten
craft unions. In most cases this
representative is simply appointed by
his union—or, at best, elected by the
union executives. Direct contact with
the rank and file is nil.

No one

At the same time, the local Allied
Trades Committees were given a new
set of standing orders which gave full-
time officials astonishingly wide
powers, The local committees now
hardly function, No one knows who is
on them. No one bothers to contest for
seats on them. i

Until recently elected general

industrial

WE ARE

tion cantrols,

The expérience of Russia de-
maonstrates that a socialist revo.
lution cannot survive inisclation

fight to break the hold of re- Russia, China and Eastern
formist ldeas and leaders. Europe are not soclatist but state
capitatist, We suppart the work-

uagle in these countries

s 2
BOB WRIGHT, of the Broad Left.

tant sections of the working class
have to be organised into a revo- | ing.
lutionary socialist party, and
Socialist Worker aims to build
towards such a party by fighting
for a programme of political and
demands that can
strengthen .the self-confidence,
organisation and socialist con-
sciousnass af the working class.

For rank and file control of the
trade unions and the regular
election of all full-time officials,
No secre: negotiations. All settle-
ments 1o be voted on by mass

LEN . BLOOD, candidate of
Engineers’ Charter, the rank and file
organisation within the AUEW,

He is shop steward at Greenings in
Warrington and 8 member of the
district committee. He is
branch secretary, trades council
secretary for Newton, and a member
of the Narth West Regional Council
of the TUC, which called the 26
November demonstration against
unemployment. :

Len Blood was a member of the
strike committees at Ford Halewood
in the the parity strikes of eight week

s

secretary of the engineering union
(AUEW), the secretary of the joint
craftsmen’s committee was John
Boyd.

yd makes out he is a great
belicver in industrial democracy. ‘I
would like to see worker-directors
elected from the shop floor® he said
once. But he is quite satisfied with the
set-up on the steel craftsmen’s com-
mittee in which unions like the
EEPTU send along representatives
never clected by anyone.

Boyd's attitude to the British Steel
Corparation can only be described as
adoring. In an article in the Cor-
poration's Journal, British Steel, in
Autumn 1973, he wrote: ‘The com-
pany feeling (from the Latin words
‘cum’, 1o bring together, and ‘panis’, a

trol,
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to strike and on etfective picket-

Agalnst productivity or efficien-
cy deals. Against any form of
incomes policy under capitalism,

Against unemployment, redun-
dancles and Jay-offs. Instead we
demand five days wark or five
days pay, and the 35-hour week.
For nationalisation without com-
pensation under workers' con-

For milltant trade union unity,
joint shop stewards commiittees
at plant and combine level,

For the building of a national |ers’
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AUEW: Whowould you vote for?

in 1969 and ten weeks in 1971.

He was a8 member of the occupation
committee at Ruston Paxman during
the 13-week occupation in 1972 in
support of the engineering pay claim.
The factory stayed out over the 35-
hour week in particular, He was also
on the occupation committee during
the seven-week occupation against the
victimisation of a steward in 1973.

With his record, Len Blood would
make an assistant general secretary
with real experience of the battles
faced by the rank and file members of
the AUEW.

sharing of bread), is a part of the
steelworkers' characier.’

Boyd's belief in the ‘company
feeling’ at British Steel was put into
practice last November when he used
the AUEW mailing lists to circulate
two documents on behalf of the
British Steel Corporation.

The first called for further action on
the cost-cutting (sackings) enterprise,
and urged the TUC steel committee to
%:sl Con with the sackings to help out the

The second consisted of a series of
complaints against rank and file
workers who had failed to carry
through the flexibility caluses signed
by the TUC steel committee—which
never consulted even the member
unions.

Against all immigration controls,
For the right of black people
and other oppressed groups to
organisa in their own defences,

For real social, economic and
political equality for women,

Against all nuclear weapons and
military alfiances such gs NATO
and the Warsaw Pact. Against all
forms of imperialism, including
Russian Imperialism.

For unconditional support to
all ganuine national liberation
movements,

For the building of a mass work-
revolutionary party, orga-

-
>
e
e
z
2
.
a
- -
a
0

DR

JOHN WEAKLEY, from South
Wales. Last year he took the AUEW
into the High Court to get the decision
to replace the postal ballot system
overturned.

Apart from increasing the power of
the High Court tointerferein the trade
unions, Weakley has some strange
friends. He has been attending the
House of Commons to chair meetings
of an organisation called TUECDS,
the Trade Union Education Centre for
Democratic Studies,

Other members of this
organisation, which was set up to
assist the eclection of ‘politically
moderate’ candidates in  union
clections, include Roy Boyfield and
Herman Roberts. Both were judges in
the Tories’ National Industrial
Relations Court,

Before that Herman Roberts used
to write propaganda pamphlets for the
Engineering Employers Federation.

Weakley is convenor at British
Leyland Llanelli. His plant was one of
the first to accept Measured Day
Work. It is among the lowest-paid in
Leyland. The only strike there that
anyone can remember took place
while Weakley was away at a union
conference. It ended when he
returned,

(OGe M) YARD)

EL: BOYD’S BAND OF
BUREAUCRATS

by a craftsman at BSC Appleby-
Frodingham, Scunthorpe

WHAT do I know about this
secret society, what does anyone
know about the Scunthorpe Allied
Trades Committee? Isn’t that local
moderate, trade union official
Laurie Hancock of the
Electricians and Plumbers,
something to do with it?

Well yes, actually he's the secretary.

What about all the convenors? Yes,
that's correct, all the craft union senior
stewards are there too.

Now comes the tricky bit. Name any
two from outside your own union—or
even inside for that matter. It's like
trying to name the Tory shadow
cabinet, :

It appears the committee is just a
vehicle for the thoughts of Chairman
Laurie,

Who is this man who leads the
steelworks craftsmen ever downwards
until we all disappear?

He’s the man who frequently sided
with the management on the Anchor
site, labelling the elected leaders on the
site as extremists and Trotskyists. He's
the man who sided with management
to break the strikes at Normanby Park
and Redpath Dorman Long last vear.

He's the man who introduced the
productivity deal that both those
strikes were against, and that brought
in a system wuniversally hated
throughout the works.

He's the man whose latest utterance
is: ‘We're all in the same boat, we've
got to bale out together'—when
management propose o reduce
manning levels and bring in
redundancy, while his own job is
secure for life and isn't even subject to
re-election. It doesn’t matter to him
how many go down the road so long as
we don't rock the boat.

We must demand that all decisions
reached by the Scunthorpe Allicd
Trades Committee are put to the rani
and file members for ratification.

In this, solidarity is the
important key. If we allow ourselve
to be splintered, then we'll go the wa
of Normanby Park and RDL. United
we can force both the Allied Trade
Committee and management 1
notice Ol our grievances.

Then we can have truc indu
democracy, In other word
working pcople can have contr

that allect thewr over

the decisions
working
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NORTHAMPTON

The Right to Work Committee has
lifted off in the last week. The local
branch of the building workers union,
UCATT, and the Trades Council have
unanimously voted to support the
campaign, march and rally,

The local Labour MP, Maureen
Colquhoun, has also come forward to
support the campaign and is meeting
the the marchers when they reach
Northampton.

Committee secretary Gerry Smith
would like to thank all the people in
Northampton who have supportad the
campaign so far, His address for
further information is 67 Woodside
Avnue, Northampton. Phone
Northampton 492207,

CARDIFF

The Right to Work Committee
picketed the Rover plant at St Mellons
and Pengham on Tuesday moming,
handing out leaflets arguing foranend
to redundancy and natural wastage,
and a ban on overtime.

Workers at both factories downed
tools on Monday when they dis-
covered that management scabs had
been working on the shop floor at
Mellons over the weekend, making
gear boxes.

A mass meeting had earlier rejected
the shop stewards’ recommendation
to work overtime, .

Support the Right to Work Campaign!

UNEMPLOYEI
WORKERS IN

INVASION

By Prinetle e
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How the local paper in Tottenham,

JOBS CENTRE #7

N »
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North London covered last week’s
occupation of the local Jobs Centre by supporters of the National Right to
Work Campaign.

) Electricians back
Right to Work

FIFTY MEMBERS of the electricians’ union, the EETPU, havesigned a public
statement of support for the National Right to Work Campaign. They include
seven convenors as well as shop stewards and branch officials from all over the

country.

The leaflet calls for support for the march and in particular asks electricians to support
the four EETPU members on it. The four are Philip Jones and Billy Williams from
Cardiff, Linda Jones from Glasgow and Bobby Buirds from Manchester, ;

The leaflet says the failure of the EETPU to useits strength to preserye members’ jobs ‘is
directly related to the absence of genuine rank and file control syer our union, which
remains in the hands of the most fervent backers of government policy,’

WHY | SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN

SOCIALIST WORKER imerviews Alan
Spencer, chairman of ASLEFs Local
Departmental Committee in  Bescot, «
dn’ggaw to Walsall Trades Council and
vice chalrman of the city’s Consiituency
Labour Party.'

‘Thcre have been many cuts in train
7 services in the West Midlands in the
past year. At the Bescot depot, Walsall,
traffic delays and increased workloads
have been the result.

Many drivers are forced to do overtime

because they can't get into the sidings.
There have been complaints that shunting
drivers have found it difficult to have their
half-hour snap break.

At the same time, the bosses have refused
to take on any more frainees, and some
drivers are working @ ten or 12-hour day,

Many lads have taken the golden
handshake but I'm against voluntary
redundancy. If I've got a job then someone
else in industry has got one, producing steel
etc.

Cuts in passenger services due this

month were put back because of our
pressure .., we can stop the rot. We're going
to fight these cuts and not take it in the
back of the neck as we did In the Sixties
with Beeching.

We want support and that is why we're
holding a public meeting in Walsall on 7
February.

1 think the Right to Work Campaignisa
good idea and | shall certainly support it
and argue that the rail union branches ’
do so, too.

E'VE OCCUPIED

Stockdale engineers fight for jobs

MACCLESFIELD: The 40 workers at

Stockdale

Engineering Works are ocgupying the plantin a fight for
their jobs. They were threatened with 12 redundancies
by management just after the New Year.

Negotiations came to no avail and so the workers struck. There was talk
of accepting the redundancies and just fighting for bigger redundancy

— INBRIEF —

Notices and

‘meetings

Natices for this colurmn must be posted
to arrive by first post the Monday
preceding publication. We cannot take
them over the phone. Send cash with
copy (5p a word) to CLASSIFIED,

Socialist Worker, Corbridge Works,
Corbridge Crescent, London £2 8DS. No
mvoices can be sent.

MANCHESTER ANGOLA SOLIDARITY
COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

Manday 2 February, MPLA Day—nationally co
ordinated

Friday 6 February, 7.30pm, Manchester Centre for
Marust Education, Star and Gertar, Fairfiald Stroet,
film “Angoda’ and speiiker

WOLVERHAMPTON PICKET OF British Movement
Aanual General Meeting Saturday 31 January. Meet at
Spm in Queens Square off Lichfiald Stree,
Wohserhampton . Picket outside the Wulfrum Centre

HAITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM NORTHERN
IRELAND CAMPAIGN |BWNIC): General Meeting st
Pax Christl Cantre, Biackfrgirs Halk Southampton Road,
London NWS (nearest tube: Chalk Farm) Saturday 31
January, 12 noon. Lunch available May continue ta
Sunday morning 1 February. All interested welcome

CONFERENCE Agamnst Unemployment in Educe-
tion: North London Poly, Hollowsy Road, Wednesday,
28 February Opan to stiudents, teachers and workers in
educational establishmants. Detalls and delegates’
credentials from 18 51 Agnes Close. London, €9
Organisad by the Education Cuts Conference Standing
Committee

Sheffield Engineers Charter Meseting: The need for an

Engineers Charter. Speaker: Len Blood Saturday 7

;ebv'u'mvz. 12 noon, Prince of Wales Pub, Divigion Street,
hatield,

PUBLIC MEETING called by Southwark Trades
Councal and tha South London group of tha Soldarty
Carmpaign with the Portuguese working class. Char
Mike Loosley (President Southwerk Trades Councill,
Speakers: Ernie Roberts [Assistent General Secretary
AUEW), a PWCC represantative. Mike Duggan (CPSA)
for the Solidarity Carrpaign, Plus shawing of the Film
Republicn. Thursday 12 Febriuary, North Packham Civic
Centre (library hall) &1 Kent Road, London, SE15
(Junction of Pecknam Park Road, and O Kent Road).
All trade unionists welcome to this important meeting

AFRICAN WORKER, oulietin produced by the Aank
and File Organising Commiites. News and information
about tha siruggle in Angols, the profits of aparthes
and 1he struggle against . the fight for freedom in
Zmbabwe. Sand £1 1o the next five issues, to African
rker, 29 Leigh Road, London, NS

CENTRAL LONDON PUBLIC MEETING: Fight the
=uts and unemployment, Manday 2 February 7.30pm,
Soechastar ismall) Hall, Porchester Road, Londdn, W2
Speskers. Arthur Litham MP, Jamie Mornis (West-
munstes Hospital Steward), A speaker from the Lovell’s

». Brian Honayball {(Goanoral Secratary, Westminster
NUT) Organised by Westminstar NUT, Sponsored r?
Wesiminster Trades Council Inguiries, phone 225

a30"

BLACK CHILE—factsheat produced by the Rank and
F4a Organising Commitiee. 50 for £1 post free, or 2p
eech plus postage Order lrom the Rank and Filp
Drgamsang Committee, 46 Prince George Road, Lon-

gon. N16

LONDON: Building workers at Mansell's
Chamber of Commerce site, in Cannon
Street, have been striking for two weeks
against lump labour and the standard bonus
scheme. The men, all Transport Union
members, have been fighting these two issues
since last June,

Miles Hickey, a building labourer, told
Socialist Worker: ‘Mansell's are the lowest
paying building firm in the City of Londan,
None of their sites pays more than the bare
guaranteed minimum Bonus."

Convenor Stuart Small explained: ‘Under
pressure. they brought in an incentive bonus
in December, but after four weeks we found
it was unworkable,

“The job here's just modernisation and the
building’s occupied, so we had to go careful.
We couldn’t earn a penny.”

When Mansell's refused to negotiate, the
men struck, Stuart continued: ‘Mansell is
anti-trade union. Two weeks ago they tried
to sack ten TGWU members to keep one
‘non’ on, They've said to blokes, if you tear

. up your union card we'll get you a job on

another site.

‘When we get rid of one lump firm,
another moves in. The TGWU are dragging
their feet on this site, hut we want the lump
out-for good.”

NOTTINGHAM: 20 chambermaids, porfers
und kitchen staff are on strike at the Savoy
Hotel in defence of John Semmons, who was
sucked when management found out he was
2 Transport Union steward.

Pickets are stopping most supplies into the
hotel and the owners have been driven to
smuggling goods through in the backs of
their cars. TGWU official Bill Morris is
organising effective Blacking. The regular
nightly turnout of 1200 diners at the hotel's
restaurants has been cut by two-thirds.

Management’s response has been to put
the screws on the remaining stalf. Many live
in and have been threatened with eviction if
they join the struggle, Four Filipino workers
are being worked 17 hours a day, seven duys
a week. Loss of their jobs could mean the loss
of work permits. .
This could be a long, hard fight, so support is

’

payments.

But this was. rejected after constant meetings with men and other local

Engineering Union members who visited the occupation.

Five other workers in Stockdale’s Bollington factory have come out insympathy

with their brothers and have also joined in the occupation at Macclesficld,
Messages of support and donations to: Bernard Reagan, AUEW District Secretary,

AUEW District Offices, Stockport.

essential.  Messages of support  and
donations ro; The Savoy Sirtke Commiitee,
clo Transport and General Waorkers Union,
Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

By -Mike Stanton, TGWU 10/54
branch Grimsby Docks

GRIMSBY: A mass meeting of 700 dockers

voted overwhelmingly to end theirtwo-week

strike last Thursday.

The strike was for £2 an hour guarantee in
adverse weather conditions. The 200 strikers
called the mass meeting because the strike
had reached a deadlock. It was to decide
whether to go back or stop the entire dock.

However Ken Adams, Transport Union
district officer, argued that our claim was
against the pav code. which was union
policy, and we couldn’t go against the union,

He continued that the £1. 87 an hour we
won last year was already in breech of the
code and that if we pushed too hard the'
Department of Employment would take that
rise away.

Sceing how the union official was
prepared to fight-—against the rise—the
strikers voted to end the strike.

BOLTON: 16 workers, mostly womep; are
on strike at Muncunian Polythene, deman-
ding recognition of their union, the TGW L.
The average wage is £24 for 40 hours, which
is no doubt how the boss pays for his
chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce:

The strikers' 24-hour picket is being
recognised by most of the company's drivers.
Railway and NCL workers have blacked all
goods from Mancunian Polythene and
Bolton Polythene, another company owned
by the same boss.

ANTI-FASCISTS NEED HELP

Last Friday, the management tried to sack
the strikers but this has merely hardened
their determination.

SHEFFIELD: Management at the Fiesta
Night Club sacked all its workers on
Saturday who were on strike to defend the
union. The dispute arose when shop
stewards asked for a rise for lower paid staff,
some of whom earn as little as 50p an hour,

Maunagement replied by sacking three
stewards, allegedly for inefficiency, along
with two non stewards, so that 1t would
appear less like victimisation,

The staff called a meeting and went on
strike. Management sacked the whole
workforce except the handful of scabs. Since
then they haye been touting for staff. putting
up & sign saying. “Wanted, workers not
shirkers’,

Messages of solidarity and donations to the
Fiesta Joint Strike Fund, Transport House,
Heartshead, Sheffield, 1.

LONDON: Nine workets for a catering sub-
contractor at Wellington private hospital, St
John's Wood, walked out on strike last
Friday when the subcontractor refused them
unioh recognition. The subcontractor then
sacked them,

The strikers have been joined by cleaners
and porters—all Transport Union members.
The strike, for recognition and reinstate-
ment, has been made official.

Pickets stressed that the minimum charge
for a room for a day, without medical
attention, at Wellington’s is £90. The strike
was going to arbitration on Wednesday.

THE DEFENCE FUND for the 27 demonstrators arrested in Dewsbury, Yorkshire, while
demonstrating against the National Front in December has raised more than £200. But it still
needs another £200 to meet the costs of legal fees and some of the fines.

Another demonstration has been calied in Dewsbury for Saturday 21 February to protest
against the decision of Kirklees Town Councll to allow the National Front (o use the Town
Hall. Assemble at 1pm opposite the bus station.

Please send donations to Dewsbury 27 Defence Committee, cf o Selwyn Smith, 20 Healey

Drive, Ossett, West Yorkshire.

Copies of the leaflet can be obtained
from Norman MacLean, 56 Brightwell
Crescent, London SWI7. 150 copies for
S0p, including postage.

EETPU members who support the
Right to Work Campaign are holding
a Narional Meeting on Saturday 14
February at Digbeth Civic Hall,

Birmingham, 2pm.
WOLVERHAMPTON

The local Indian Warkers Association
are supporting the Right to Work
Campaign, They are distributing 300
letters in Punjabi and English calling for
support for the Black Country Right to
Work Committee.

Automat
battle for
a union

SWINTON: Union members at
Automat aré on strike against an
attempt to victimise members of the
Engineering union,

Since October, the AUEW has recruited
50 members out of a workforee of 250, Then
on |6 January, nine redundancies were
declared.

They included the convenor, Tom Smith;
who recently started at Automat after being
made redundant from Irlam Steelworks, The
same tactic was worked in 1973 when three
men were sacked for trying 1o start a union,

But this time management walked out and
got the strike made official,

Keeping the union out has meant hand-
some profits for Automat. Workers® wages
vary according to the whim of the boss, with
black workersgetting the worst deals and no
one has anv contract of employment.

I'he Technical section of the AUEW has
blacked the firm among its members for
years following the sacking of all but one
dranghtsman for union activity.

The present strike was summed up by Tom

Smith as ‘a fight for the n}xhl of people to
belong to a umon without fear of intimida-
tion.”
Automat suppliey the following firms: BOC,
Electricity  Boards, Gas Boards, Vosper
Thoraeycroft, Reliant, British Ruail, and
Colides. Workers of these firms showld try to
black Automat, Messages of support and
donations to: Tom Smith, 549 Liverpool
Road, Irlam, near Manchesier,

Nursery
occupied

By Norah Carlin

ENFIELD: Students and parents occupied
the nursery at Middiesex Polytechnic last
week after a child was excluded for non-
payment of fees.

The maximum fee used to be £2.96 a day,
but had recently been raised to £4.72 a da,
You don't have to earn a fortune to be
assessed at the maximum-—only £35 to £40 2
week depending on the size of vour family,
rent or mortgage ete, Can any student or
working parent afford to pay £5 a day?
Parents at the Poly nursery were already
on a rotal fees strike when they heard ubout
the exclusion of the child, whose mother—a
student whose husband earns less than the
average wage— hadn’t been able to afford the
old fees for a term.

The occupation lasted four days, with a
trained nursery nurse and volunteer helpers.
Despite threats, it was not closed down, By
the end of the week the main point of the
occupation had been won, and the child
reinstated while the gquestion of fees iy
negotiated.

LONDON ATTI Fraction Meeting

Sunday 8 February, 7pm, Roebuck
pub, Tottenham Court Road. All
fraction members to attend. SW
supporters welcome,



KEN BOWEN, member of the Transport
and General Workers Union, Trostre:

‘We had a mass meeting last Saturdayto
discuss the sell-out. It was accepted by
about ten to one. Only some people in the
finishing department raised the issue of
the premium shifts. Some of these people
will be losing up to £16 a week if the
payment for the shifts goes: that's more
than a guarter of the pay!

‘Evenn the branch chairman, Trevor
Jones, said that the union wouldn’t go
along with such cuts. If they do try to cut
back the Sunday pay and the back-up
money in the next few weeks, we’'ll be
straight out on strike again.

‘| think the most important thing is to get
a multi-union rank and file committee
going in steel. We've got tha start of it with
our Right to Work Committee down here.
But we saw at Trastre in the strike how
different union loyalties pull different
workers different ways. In our case, there
were even workers crossing the picket
lines!

‘We need the rank and file committee
now more than ever before.’

TEEL SELL-OUT:

Four ‘Right to Work
ilitants lash out

BILL SIRS, general secretary of ISTC, the biggest steel union, and
the other members of the TUC Steel Committee sold the
steelworkers down the drain last week. In what was described by
almost all newspapers as a ‘victory’, Sirs agreed that the
Corporation could go ahead locally and enforce massive redun-
dancies and cuts in steelworkers’ shift payments.

The settlement led to a quick return to work at Port Talbot,
Trostre and Velindre, where thousands of workers had struck
against arbitrary cuts in their premium shift payments.

Four members of the South Wales Right to Work Committee

JOHN WILLOCK, member of the white-
collar ACTSS, Trostre:

‘| don’t like the document one bit. It's a
complete capitulation to the basic aims of
the British Steel Corporation, It means
more unemployment in these areas, much
more.

‘They say clearly that even if they can't
get what they want by voluntary redundan-
cy, they'll get it by compulsory ones.

'What seems like a victory is really a
ceasefire. The enemy is regrouping and
will come back soon to try to outflank us

What this ‘settlement’

spoke to Socialist Worker about the settiement.

:;JOEL NEWTON, ISTC member, Velin-
re:

‘The union officials here are delighted
with the outcome. | was trying to explain to
one last night that nothing has changed.
We're going back in the same position that
we were in last month, BSC still wants its
sackings. It's just put the whole thing off for
a few weeks.

‘There was no opposition at our union
branch to going back to work. But we lost a
good chance to teach the Corporation a
lesson.’
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ROBIN HOLLAND, staff worker, Port
Talbot:

There's a feeling of euphoria as though
we'd won a great victory. But we haven’t
won a victory at all. All that's happened is
that Bill Sirs and the other union leaders
have washed their hands of the whole and
passed the buck to local level,

‘Scholey and the others at the Steel
Corporation are as determined as ever to
get their sackings and their cuts in
premium shifts. They'll ‘try to do this by
local agreement now.

'‘Many workers down here think we're
stronger at local level. They think that we
can take on the Corporation plant by
plant—and beat them. But they're wrong.

The Corporation will now play the old
game of divide and rule. They'll start with
the weakest plants—sacking workers and
cutting  premium shifts, The more they
succeed, the weaker all the other plants
will become.

Sirs and the others have sold us out
badly. There was a chance of a real
national fight in the steel industry against
the Corporation.

‘A national fight would have forced the
Corporation to scrap all their sackings and
cuts. But Sirs and the others backed off.
They've left Scholey as strong as ever,

‘The strikes in Port Talbot and at Trostre
and Velindre over the past few days have
shown just how strong we can be. They
were desperate for their steel and theirtin,
so they had to go back to where they were
before the strikes. We have to learn the
lesson, and work to build a rank and file
movement of steelworkers which can keep
that spirit alive for the real battle round the
corner’

BID TO SACK
WOMEN

means

by Margaret Renn

THE British Steel Corporation and
the steel unions signed a document last
Friday. 'In suitably subtle language it
plans for fewer jobs, lower wages and
a lower standard of living for
steelworkers,

Among those signing the document were
Maoss Evans of the Transport Workers
Union and Les Dixon of the AUEW
engineering  section  executive and a
leading member of the Broad Left,

JOBS: The document draws an original
redefinition of overmanning. There is
‘recession overmanning” and ‘inbuilt over-
manning’, The formerare the steglworkers
that BSC have decided are ‘surplus’ to the
current rundown in the industry. Those
jobs are to go within three months.

Gun

The jobs to be lost because of ‘inbuilt
overmanning' are to go within two years.

The old plants will still bear the brunt of
the jobs loss,

How are the jobs to go? Through
voluntary redundancy, so they say, But in
fact the worst clause from the previous
BSC document stays: ‘Il the manpower has
not been reduced within 12 weeks of the
dute when jobs are declared redundant,
then other redundancy measures will have
1o be applied.”

It is voluntary redundancy with a gun to
vour head. Either you go while BSC are
just asking, or you go when they kick you
out,

WEEKEND WORKING: BSC still
intend to ‘save’ money by cutting out the

Picture: Andrew Wiard (R

jobs were at stake.

weekend shifts. For working Sunday,
steelworkers earn double time and it was
that sudden cut in wages that caused the
sirikes and stoppages of the past two
weeks.

So now BSC are cleverly saying that in
those plants where the steelwaorkers put up
a fight, the old rotas will be re-
established - for two weeks!

Where the steelworkers have put up'a
fight they may be allowed to work some
weekends. The rest will have - their

e
B

While the steel unions were inside negotiating a sell-out, steelworkers from plants around the country waited outside. Their

weekends, and their wages, cut

GUARANTEED WORKING WEEK:
This is to stay—but at a heavy price,

In return for a guarantee of at least 80
per cent of average wages, the unions have
agreed to flexibility and mobility between
jobs and between shifts. Management will
decide, on a weekly basis, what shiftsare to
be worked. Steclworkers will be pushed
around from one job to another within the
plants. In almost all cages, this means more
dangerous warking.

O The AUEW convenor at Machynys
works, which is attached to the Trostre
tinplate plant near Llanelli, has invited
representatives of the Steel Right to Work
Committee in South Wales to speak to
shop stewards in the plant next week.

O At the Appleby Frodingham works at
Scunthorpe, where eleven men died
recently after an explosion. the Steel Right
to Work Bulletin is going down well. Sixty
copies have already been taken into the
plant.

by Alex Briggs

NORTH ESSEX: 95 sackings have been
announced at Crittalls’ three plaats in
Braintree, Witham and Silver kEnd- and
management are saying the axe must fall
on marrigd women workers.

The firm, which produces metal
windows, has justilied the redundancics
with talk of *a decline in commercial and
building projects’. [t does not say that the
parent campany. Noreres, made a record
£11 million profit last year. Only last
moanth it announced that its ‘liguidity
position” wis ‘excellent’ and that it was
‘well placed to take advantage of any
improvements in the UK cconomy.”

One woman worker. a member of the
white-coflar union APEX, told Socialst
Worker: ‘Their attitude is to Kkick
women out and Keep the men on. The
reckon the married woman should go jus
because we're supposed to have two wage
coming in!"

She added: "There’s not K« Tan
workers, only too many bosses. what with
their new P registration cars’

Two weeks ag
draughtsmen’s um
half day strike c
sackings. That action nceds 1o be o
to save the jabs and s
dividing the workers. moen against =
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INCOMPETENCE and
negligence by Coal Board
officials and , manufac-
turers of mining equip-
ment killed five miners
last June.

They died in a gas explosion at
Houghton Main Colliery, near
Barnsley.

A devastating report on the dis-
aster, published last week and written
by the Chief Inspector of Mines and
Quarries, leaves no hiding place for
the local management of the pit—or
for the manufacturers of the notorious
Carter Howden fan.

The report exposes the hypocrisy of
Coal Board chiefs who are trying to
close down another colliery—at
Langwith in Derbyshire—on the
grounds that the new seams will not be
safe.

The inspector’s report finds:

O That the explosion was caused by
the build-up of gas due to lack of
ventilation.

cuT

The fan in the crucial area (BOS)
had broken down on 3 June. The
explosion happened on 12 Junc. The
report concludes:

‘It can be assumed therefore that
BOS’s return heading was totally
unventilated for a period of nine days
prior to the accident. During this time
it would almost fill with firedamp
[gasT. ;

O Almost all senior management
responsible for Houghton Main knew
that this area was unventilated: anc
that it was dangerous and even illegal
that it should be. They did nothing
about it.

One overman was informed that the
broken down fan led to ‘open spark-
ing". Says the report; ‘He did not see fit
to walk a distance of 60 yards to
examine it

O The gas was ignited by a spark
from a Carter Howden fan.

The fans are made by the big
Glasgow-based engineering group.

CoalBoard
negligence killed §

Sminers
says

official
report

These fans have been a constant
source of trouble ever since the Coal
Board started buying them in huge
numbers. In 1974, all Carter Howden
fans operating in pits in South Wales
were withdrawn and modified because
of a fault in the motor alignment.

In August 1974, discussions were
held between the Coal Board officials
in the Barnsley area and Howdens.
The report states: “The representatives
of the National Coal Board thought it
would be impracticable to return all
the fans in use at mines in the Barnsley
area to the manufacturers' works for
modification’,

OFF

So all the faulty fans were left in the
pits. At Houghton Main, one of them
ignited the gas which killed five
miners.

The report upholds every one of the
submissions made by the Yorkshire
Area Council of the National Union of
Mineworkers. Arthur Scargill,
Yorkshire NUM president, who spoke
for the miners at the inqguiry, told
Socialist Worker: ‘I am pleased that
the report has accepted the case
presented by the NUM. He's accepted
all our recommendations—-at least
some of which haye already been put

e IO T S T S WSS
THIS MAN’'S BLOOD WILL
BE ON JENKINS’ HANDS

BY the time you read this, Frank
Stagg may be dead.

The press will say he has taken his
own life. But he will have been killed
by Roy Jenkins, the Home Secretary.

Jenkins has made the arbitrary
decision not to sllow Stagg to be
transferred from Wakefield Prison to
s prison in Northern Irelsnd. That is
all Stagy requests.

It is 2 request that has been granted

to 16 other Irish prisoners, including
12 Loyalists. Jenkins has no reason for
denying it. But still he refuses
although he knows the consequences.

And Stagg, who is in prison for
conspiracy to cause explosions when
there weren't any explosions, will have
given his life for a simple demand
others have won.

And the blood will be on Jenkins'
hands.

Hohghton Main Colliery

into effect’.

Arthur  Scargill described as
‘codswallop’ the Coal Board's excuses
for closing Langwith colliery.

‘The pit makes a profit of £500,000",
he said. ‘The Coal Board can easily
keep the dust under control if they
want to. The truth is that they want to
close pits—and we're not having that.

The NUM Executive is committed
to a national ban on overtime if the
Coal Board persists in its plans to
close Langwith,

But the most important lesson for
miners from the Houghton Main
inquiry and the proposed closure of
Langwith is that the Coal Board can't
look after the interests of miners. It is
run by businessmen for businessmen.
It is not ‘practicable’ to save miners’
lives by simple precautions simply
because it it not profitable.

Houghton Main was considered ‘a
safe pit’. It was a death trap.

If miners are to be protected from
future death traps in all the other ‘safe
pits’, then the miners’ organisations,
including the NUM will have to start
protecting them.

Picture: John Sturrock (Report)

Build an
international
struggle for
socialism

THIS WEEK'S total for the Socialist
Worker International Solidarity Fund is
£95.26, bringing the total since
December to £2221 47. Qur thanks to:
Gateshead SW readers 90p; Anon,
Portsmouth £5; Collection taken at East
London CIA meeting £28.60; High
Wycombe IS £6.22; P Whalen £1.50; M
Kesterton £1; J Edmondson {Canada)
£8.50; A Smith £5; J Sprague £12; L
Knight £10; NOISS member £2; Sale of
Lessons of 25 November pamphlet
£14.60.

We also received six new bankers’
orders. This means an extra £15 every
month added to our ragular income. The
special leaflet we printed to boost the
fund has a bankers’ order form on the
back. It runs for six months—every
month £2.50 is transferred from your
account into the International Fund. it's
one of the most painiess ways of giving
money-—you may not even notice it,

We need a regular income to finance
our work. We have just paid the fargs of
comrades who went to the conference
of a revolutionary group working in
Spain. We are also paying for others to
go to conferences in Germany and Italy
this weak.

The more money we have the more
we can do to build an International
struggle for socialism,

Send now to; SW International Fung.
8 Cottons Gardens. London E2

SCOTTISH ®
EQUAL PAY
STRIKE

GLASGOW: At the Wheway Watson
factory ten members of the draughtsmen's
union TASS, nine women and one
man are now in theirsecond week on strike
for equal pay. They are demanding that the
wages of the women staff are brought into
line with the 60 shop floor workers in the
factory

Edith Hannaghan, one of the pickets
told Socialist Worker: *The highest-paid
woman on strike takes home £23 a week
some of the younger girls are getting only
£18 take-home pay, We're at least £10-a-
week lower than the lowest-paid men in
here.

‘We're picketing every day and we're
turning back most of the deliveries. Inside
17 men have been laid off because they
refuse 10 handle blacked goods.’

Workers from the nearby Personna
factory have given £50 to the strike, b
more help is needed, particularly suppo
on the picket line from other factories it
the arca.

Donations and messages of su
to Far Carnegie, 56 Poiterhill
Glasgow G53.

oad,
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