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= Clampdown in
South Africa

SOUTH AFRICA’S racist regime
has clamped down on 17 anti-
Apartheid organisations. The Un-
ited Democratic Front (UDF), and
the Azanian People’s Organisation
(AZAPO), founded by Steve Biko,
are among those whose activity is
banned.

The Confederation of South Afri-

can Trade Unions (COSATU) has
been ordered to conduct no political
activity. The government said it
was acting because ‘revolutionar-
1es who failed through violence are
resorting to other means’. An
opposition leader said the regime’s
action showed its state of emergen-

cy had failed.
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ARMY MURDERER GOES FREE

THE KILLING of an unarmed young

nationalist in the north of Ireland last

week shows that Thatcher’s ‘shoot-to-

kill’ policy is alive and well.
Twenty-four-year old Aiden McAnespie ‘was

shot in the back, by a single bullet, fired from an
army checkpoint at 300 yards. He died within

minutes.

He had passed the
checkpoint, at Aughnac-
loy in County Tyrone, on
his way to play in a
Gaelic football match.

McAnespie’s death was
a blatant example of the
terror to which the
nationalist communities
in Ireland are continuous-
ly subject by British state
forces.

@® McAnespie had com-
plained to family and
friemds about constant
harassment by the army.
His life was threatened
regularly as he passed
the checkpoint — which
he did at least twice a
day, as he worked in a
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poultry factory in County
Monaghan across the
border.

® His claims of harass-
ment and intimidation
were well-known locally
and featured last year in
a Sunday newspaper.

® Although not an active
Republican, he had cam-
paigned for his sister,
Mrs Ailish McCabe, a
Sinn Fein candidate in
the local council elections
in October 1985.

HE SAID ON BBC TV
last week: ‘He has been

e

centre pages

set up by the army, and
they have got what they
want. They said they
would do it, and they have
done it.’

® So bad was the harass-
ment that McAnespie had
considered moving
across the border to avoid
it.

A Sinn Fein councillor,
Paul Corrigan, said the

shooting was a ‘deliberate
and wilful act.

‘The British forces in the
north have been killing peo-
ple for two decades. The leg-
al and judicial system has
condoned and protected
them.’

Record

The army said it ‘regret-
ted’ the killing, and a Grena-
dier Guardsman was being
questioned by RUC detec-
tives. He has a 95 per cent
chance of being acquitted,
going by the record of courts
convicting soldiers in mur-
der cases since the troops
wegt into the six counties in
1969.

After the Stalker inves-
tigation which is now caus-
ing such a scandal, the army
carried on ‘shoot-to-kill’

where the RUC had left off.
Policy

The ‘policy is not a matter
of bloody-mindedness by the
RUC sectarian killers-in-
uniform (although that cer-
tainly enters into it) — it is a
policy of the British occupy-
ing forces. That is why state
inquiries such as that car-
ried out by Stalker will never
get to the bottom of the
matter. "

There will be no peace in
Ireland until the last British
soldier is removed from Ir-
ish soil.

The British working-class
movement cannot stand
aside. Resolutions must be
put through union branches
calling for an inquiry, orga-
nised by the trades union
movement, into the illegal
anti-working class violéence
of the 'state both in the six
counties and in Britain, and
its attacks on democratic
rights.

only seven had served three years or less.

shocked and distressed by the release.

Tragedy for whom?
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A SOLDIER sentenced to life imprisonment in 1983 for thef:::
murder of Thomas Reilly, a 23 year-old Catholic, has beenj:::
released and is back in the army. =K

Private Ian Thain shot Reilly in the back after Reilly, g
who was unarmed, had run away from the an army footg:::
patrol following scuffles.

In his 64-page judgement, Mr Justice Higgins said the
defendent had been untruthful and had ‘concocted’ af:::
defence claiming Reilly might have been armed.

. 'He was a young fellow involved in an incident in difficult 2
circumstances. It was a tragic error of judgement. The e
army would like to give him all the support possible to help §:::
hlmkrebuild his life’ said a British army spokesman last -
week.

ecommended for release in 1986,

Reilly’s father, Jim, said that his family had ‘been
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EACH move in the rapproche-
ment between US imperialism

and the Soviet bureaucracy is

greeted by the world media as a
great step towards world peace.
But, in top circles of European
capitalism, the response is far
less enthusiastic. '

The division between Reagan and the
West German leaders is well known.
- Kohl’s visit to Washington last week
has done nothing to overcome it. Con-
flicts with the French are also no
secret. | |

Reports and deliberate ‘leaks’ are now ema-
nating from Downing Street which are meant to
show the White House that Thatcher is far from

pleased with the outcome of the Shultz Moscow
talks.

- The calling of a fourth Reagan-Gorbachev summit
seems highly likely. The arms control talks in

Geneva will accelerate withdrawal of Sovjiet troops

from Afghanistan is promised. But the more optimis-
tic the reports of US-Soviet cordiality, the greater the
alarm in the European capitals.

What do these these creaks and groans in the
foundations of the ‘Western Alliance’ mean? For 50
years, world imperialism has been led by the US. In
military, industrial, financial and political terms,
New York and Washington took over the role once
played by London. |

After World War II, the former leaders of world
imperialism, Britain and France, were senile sha-
dows of their old selves. In 1944-1947, when the
Stalinist bureaucracy managed to derail the revolu-
tionary movements sweeping Europe, the might of
US capital put the European capitalists back in the
saddle, and the period of rapid capital accumulation
began. |

Inseparable from this process was the prepara-
tions for a third — probably final — world war
against the October Revolution, however degener-
ated was that revolution. US strength now had to
take the rearmament of the imperialist world on its
shoulders, warding off and fighting off the menace of
revolution in every continent.

Twenty years later, especially in the face of the
struggle of the Vietnamese people, this burden had
sapped the power even of the mighty dollar, on which
the entire world financial structure rested. Today,
this weakening at the heart of the imperialist
alliance has reached a new stage.

German and especially Japanese capital tries to
take on some parts of the financial role of the US,
which has become the world’s largest debtor. But
there is no way that any single power can displace
the leader of the imperialist gang. |

As the Soviet bureaucracy faces a growing crisis,
under Gorbachev’s leadership it finds its interests
converging even more closely with those of Amer-

ican imperialism. Each must find a way to reduce its

respective arms burden.

The European capitalists see this deal taking place
at théir expense. And the White House, with a
manifest crisis of leadership at the very top of the
ruling class, can no longer impose its will on them
without resistance.

Fundamentally, the threat which brings Reagan
and Gorbachev to the point of agreement is the
working class. In South Africa, in the Middle East
and in Europe, both East and West, the new stage
which opened in the class struggle at the end of the
1970s is the driving force which propels the super-
powers to the summit.

This is the power which increasingly undermines
the cohesion of the forces of imperialism. |
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COUNCIL WORKERS’
/ STRIKE: 8 MARCH

London Bridge takes a lead

A London-wide strike of local government work-
ers on 8 March is gathering momentum. Trade
union branches, community groups, fightback
organisations, and many anti-cuts councillors
are actively working towards a large demonstra-

tion.

London Bridge, the
London boroughs Joint
Trade Union Committee,
had called for a fight
against cuts at its confer-
ence on 10 September last
year. That call is now

supported by Islington,

ILEA, Westminster, Eal-
ing, Haringey, Lambeth,
Lewisham, Hammers-
mith and Camden NAL-
GO branches, together
with Direct Labour Orga-
nisation joint committees
at Haringey, Hackney,
Southwark and Islington.

The Metropolitan district
of NALGO passed a resolu-

tion in favour of the strike
and has produced publicity,
and the Greater London
Association of Trades Coun-
cils as well as local trades

| BY ED HALL

councils have answered the
call.

The London-wide volun-
tary sector combine, TGWU
ACTSS, .will also be there.

The route and platform in
Jubilee Gardens is being
organised by ILEA Joint
Shop Stewards Committee.
Manchester nurses led the
way against increasingly
punitive Tory measures last
January. The London Bridge
and ILEA strike on 8 March
will focus on local govern-
ment, and the abolition of the
ILEA, and will be followed a
week later by large scale
action in defence of the NHS.

Despite the capitulation of
Labour councils, and the un-
certainty of trade union

branches in the face of
steady job losses and redun-
dancy schemes, there is re-
newed commitment for a
fight to bring down the
Tories amid a tide of Tory
extremism, illustrated by
the poll tax, tax cuts for the
wealthy, and rate-capping
which is now closing basic
amenities and nursery
schools.

The recent London Bridge
AGM endorsed action on the
8th. A march will leave Ken-
nington Park at 11.30 am and
(gio to a rally in Jubilee Gar-

ens.

Actively

The AGM heard that the
Socialist Workers Party
were actively campaigning
against the 8th, on the basis
that it should be abandoned
and all efforts switched to
action in support of the
health service on 14 March.
This sabotage has continued
despite preparations for the
8th, and increasing support

for it.

The London Bridge AGM

passed a resolution in favour

of full support for the health
service demonstrations and
speakers deplored the SWP
members present who took
the laughable position of
opposing the decision of
large sections of workers to
take strike action in defence
of local government, the
education service, and their
own jobs. |

- False

At a branch meeting of

Hackney NALGO false in-

formation concerning 8
March was given, and a vote
for strike action was lost.

Those connected with Lon-
don Bridge are surprised to
find the SWP lining up with
the more traditional oppo-
nents of action — those in the
TUC and the Labour Party
leadership. ‘

All demonstrations and
strikes in the public sector
must be supported to build
towards the end of a system
which can no longer tolerate
adequate public services
free at the point of use.

CAMDEN’S NALGO members have narrowly voted
not to take indefinite strike action against the Labour
council’s threat to sack them if they do not sign letters
agreeing to changes in their contracts.

In the results of the ballot,
1,666 (42.2 per cent) voted for
a strike, while 2,269 (57.5 per
cent) were against. A total of
82.9 per cent of the branch’s
4,758 members voted.

Immediately after the re-
sults were announced, NAL-
GO’s National Law and Par-
liamentary Committee re-
vealed that the union will
initiate proceedings in the
High Court against the coun-
cil if any NALGO members
h?g(f their contracts termin-
ated.

In a letter to Camden’s

chief executive, NALGO'’s
solicitors say: ‘It is our opin-
ion that no reasonable coun-
cil could reach a decision to

dismiss on the facts of this

case and we are advised by
leading counsel that such ac-
tion would constitute a
breach of contract and

BY OUR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
CORRESPONDENT

breach of your council’s
statutory duty. Therefore,
our advice to individual
NALGO members is not to
signh and return the letter,
and we look forward to re-
ceiving your assurance that
you will not be taking steps
to institute mass dismissals.’

While the court action may
delay the council’s offensive,
it is vital that trade unionists
in Camden do not rely on the
courts.

Though strike action was
rejected, seven successive
branch meetings have over-
whelmingly thrown out the
compulsory redeployment
procedure the council is
trying to impose.

BIG BROTHER

IN CROYDON

| BY JOHN HOLMES

CROYDON council
announced last week
that it was giving se-
rious consideration to
using closed circuit
television cameras to
monitor housing
estates in the borough
in a ‘big brother’ style
security clampdown.

This would entail a link-
up with the Croydon cable
tv network. The tv com-
pany would relay pic-
tures directly to council
offices. |

Financial assistant direc-
for, David Beadle was

quoted in the Croydon
Advertiser:

“This would enable all high
risk areas in the borough
owned by the council to be
monitored 24 hours a day,
seven days a week by Taber-
ner House Security Control.’

Pictures of New Adding-
ton, Croydon’s largest coun-
cil estate, with a high rate of
unemployment and run-
down housing were relayed
back to the cable tv com-
pany’s headquaters in an ex-
periment last week. |

Workers in the north of
Ireland have been subjected
to state scrutiny for years. If
the introduction of this soph-
isticated system of local
community surveillance
proves successful in Croydon
it will undoubtedly be used in
other parts of the country. It
must be firmly resisted.

NALGO members did not
vote for acceptance of the
new procedure — they voted
against an all-out strike at
this stage.

If they hesitated at taking
this step, other tactics must
be found to keep the mem-

bership united against the

council’s attacks.

Branch secretary David
Eggmore rightly said at a
meeting attended by
thousands of members last
summer that the district au-
ditor was now running Cam-

den council on behalf of the
Tories.

The Labour council does

not need the redeployment
procedure which is the cause

of the present struggle —

what they do need is to
smash trade unionism in
Camden in order to carry out
the cuts in jobs and services
required by Thatcher’s gov-
ernment.

Nothing will be settled in
the High Court. NALGO
members need a tfirm lead-
ership which will continue
the branch policy of refusing
to agree to the council’s
Rupert Murdoch-style con-
tracts. The whole trade un-
lon and labour movement
must be mobilised in support
of the Camden workforce.

MARCH and RALLY : ASSEMBLE :

KENNINGTON PARK SE Il. 1030am.

March to a rally in Jubilee Gardens




, | BY DOT GIBSON
PRIVATE hospitals save at least £200,000 a year and destroy

over 7,000 pints of blood a year whilst there are critical blood -

shortages in NHS hospitals. |
According to the British Medical Journal this information

. : Rl . : afford treatment’ says SF
was_ disclosed by Mrs Edwina Currie, the junior healltlh Osglg to spend £120,’000,| | own words, ‘passionate about the health service’.  Sadie, who believes that the ‘? !
minister, following reports from doctors in London and the | 4yij ginally s cheduled o Tory government has rolling
South East that operations were being postponed and treat- for 1990 ' Sadie is a secretary to BY HILARY legislation all prepared for
ment for Aids patients restricted because blood supplies are | 1O . | " | two consultants, two DY HILARY the systematic dismantling
pell;ﬁpus:y lfcar’ctei lied with free blood by health The funds will be di- | house officers and two of the health service.

rivate hospitals are supplied with free blood by hea il : : * , o | |

service transfusion centres because it is given freely by V,ermd from the £2 mil gf;‘;ggéefﬁggagie]?’ut ?33 disgusting. . ‘I would like to see brought
donors. They are only charged handling costs at £23 to £31 per lion allocation for re- wo The Royal Samaritan has  out on strike, sections that g
pint, and are entitled to a rebate for returns. gional specialities in %‘Otb be arourllld on %ﬁ ?ee?hundeli %hreategfr :loasflge% really hu’x;@, SHChd%S the fil

Currie said that Ministers were under the impression that . _ ebruary, when wi or the past four y ; al nance section, and for us a
the returned biood could be used for NHS patients. They had t}.le West Midlands re others at her hospital, she 18 months of demfffmlftl'atl(;l}ﬁ to pay them a weekly levy. L
now discovered that because of its limited shelf life and gion. would be joining the Scot- ‘and ﬁ)etltéonfs Stg : %ve dS i1 This would also not affect the S
uncertainty about the way in which it was transported and This is welcome | tish day of action on Isliootn eard o1 a defrinite aeCl-  patients. . | i

stored in private hospitals the blood was thrown away.

It seems that the government will introduce a clause In
their Health and Medicines Bill which end the sale-or-return
system. But that will not end ‘blood sucking’ by the private
hospitals of the NHS — anyone who can afford to have private
treatment can afford to pay a bit extra for the unused blood to
be thrown down the drain.

| Birmungham

Health

Authority

¢ . ° ™ ’
sting i taul

BIRMINGHAM chil-
dren’s hospital will get
extra funding for 13

nurses to staff two new

intensive care beds.
This was announced
by the Health Author-
ity which said it would
bring forward its prop-

news, but there is a
sting in the tail.

It will be done at the
expense of other clinic-
al services.

|

VOTE FOR BUDGET DAY STRIKE

6,000 march

‘in Manchester

Over 6,000 health service workers and their
supporters demonstrated through Mancester
city centre last Friday, 19 February in defence of
the NHS. Most of these taking part were on

all over the square.

He then called on Rod-
ney Bickerstaffe, NUPKE

general secretary, and
the NALGO and COHSE

‘National Health Service
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NURSES DO PARACHUTE JUMPS

- belongs to us all’

SADIE McGUIRE is NALGO shop steward at the
Royal Samaritan hospital in Glasgow’s South
Side. She has been working at this, the city’s only
hospital for women, for 20 years and is, in her

health.

The consultants obviously
respect her commitment and
share her concern about the
NHS. One, who came 1n as
we were talking, says that he
has been waiting four years
for a new sterilisation kit

*which would mean he could

carry out this operation
without damaging a
woman’s fallopian tube.

He knows a consultant at
the Rutherglen maternity
hosital who has access to
relatively sophisticated

equipment. ‘But that is only

because he organises charity

| stunts. 85 per cent of that

cost was raised by nurses

| doing parachute jumps. It’s

be scrapped if resources are
cut any more.

‘I feel very passionately
that when you’re unwell you

shouldn’t even have to think

‘Women can just walk in
here for a cervical smear,

the pill, sheaths — whatever -

they need, at no cost,’ says
Sadie. ‘There are so many
things women need to have
done — their physiology
simply demands more atten-
tion.

“All this will be changed if
the attacks on the NHS are

“allowed to continue.’ |
Sadie is worried that plans

for more preventative -care
— a breast screening unit

and a coposcopy clinic to
deal with cervical cancer on
an out-patient basis — will

about whether you can

Strike

‘With our last strike all we

did was help the govern-

ment. One day strikes are no

~ use, they only hurt the very

low paid workers.’

Sadie is encouraged by the
strikes taking place in other
industries to back the health
workers’ day of action. ‘The
NHS belongs to us all —
every one is a patient or a
potential patient. That 1is
why other workers must and
will support us.’

BY BRONWEN HANDYSIDE

TORY steps towards the
‘elimination of state provi-

sion for health care were
made public last week.

Thatcher has once
again made clear that the

strike. | national officers who | Tory government will

Besides NHS workers, BY A MEMBER were speaking next, to provide not a penny extra
trade unionists from OF MANCHESTER carry out the job of gain- for:the crumbling health
Manchester Direct Works | NUPE ing TUC support for such | service.

and Massey Ferguson’s
CPO plant came out on
strike, as did NALGO

members from Manches-

ter and Salford, and

NUPE members from
Manchester Polytechnic.

Over 100 medical stu-
dents from Manchester
University wearing their

white coats walked out of

lectures to swell the

ranks of the demonstra- |

tion.

Delegations from Volex
engineering factory in
Wythenshawe, Agecroft
power station and a host
- of trade union banners as
well as a speaker from
the Lesbian and Gay

Rights Campaign showed

that the possibility exists
to mobilise the entire
working class in a fight to
stop the Tories disman-
- tling the NHS.

Most of the speakers
demanded more money

for the health service on

budget day instead of tax
cuts for the rich.

As Budget Day

approaches and the
Tories insist that they are

sticking to their plans, it
is becoming clear that
while some concessions
may be extracted, to pro-
tect and improve the NHS
the Tory government will
have to be brought down.

The first speaker at the
rally in Albert Square
was Jeremy Spafford, a
psychiatric nurse and
COHSE member from
North Manchester Gener-
al Hospital. He was
speaking on behalf of the
march organisers — the
Manchester health ste-
wards’ committee.

He called for a vote in

favour of a 24-hour gener-
al strike on Budget Day
or the day before. The
vote was overwhelming
as a sea of hands went up

a strike. But all three
completely ignored what
he had said.

defied

Attempts to intimidate

strikers were defied,
Massey Ferguson’s had
threatened five shop ste-
wards with injunctions
under the anti-union laws
and nurses at Manchester
Royal Infirmary were
told that if they attended
the march wearing uni-
forms they would be dis-
ciplined. |

We can expect further
attacks when we go for
strike action on Budget

Day. That is why, besides

organising for strike ac-
tion we must take up the
fight against union lead-

‘ers who do not back-up

their members. If they

‘are not prepared to do
‘battle they. must be re-

moved.

She will yield to neither
protest nor pressure.

@ Top of the list is a propos-
al to privatise GPs and their

patients. GPs would leave

the health service and take
their patients with them into
private health companies.

The government would pay a

monthly or annual fee per
head to provide health care
over the year. |

Better food, private rooms
and ‘swifter attention’ would
be available only to those
able to pay for them.

New bodies, Health
Maintenance Organisations,
would be both insurers and
providers of health care cen-
tred on a hospital which they
would either buy or hire ser-
vices from.

@® Second favourite 1s a plan
mooted. by bully-boy Leon
Brittan. His idea is to sepa-
rate off a new National
Health Insurance Scheme to
pay for health care — over
and above the tax levied for
social security spending.

" This plan aims to encourage

individuals to opt out of the
national scheme out and join
private health schemes.

 GPs
TO BE

PRIVATISED

® The third proposal in-
volves retaining the health
service as it is and tinkering
around with structural
changes in management,

new charges, and better

marketting of optional ex-
tras such as private rooms.

The technological develop-
ments which have exploded
in medical science over the
last couple of decades have
created new expectations
and demands in the middle
class and working class.

Ten years ago it was, for
instance, accepted that:

@ Babies born at 26 weeks of
gestation could not survive.

® You could not find out
whether your child suffered
from a genetic disorder until
after it was voorn.

® Women without fallopian

tubes could never become
pregnant.

These rising expectations

lie at the root of the massive

opposition to Tory plans to
destroy the NHS. ~

So widespread is the
opposition that it has created
serious divisions within the
Tory
by the Tory dominated all-
party House of Commons
Select Committee that prop-
osed that the nurses’ pay rise
should be fully funded.

The campaign to defend
the NHS has provoked a ma-
jor political crisis for the
Thatcher government.

Only the refusal of the
Labour leaders to unite the
working class in a struggle
against the government has
allowed Thatcher to survive
this crisis.

The . full weight-of the
working class must be
mobilised against the gov-
ernment. :

For an all-out general
strike on Budget day, 14
March.

Party itself, as shown

Eviction

Camden call police

repulsed

200 DEMONSTRATORS re-
pulsed Health Authority bos-
ses’ attempt to evict occu-
piers from Ancoats Casualty
on Friday afternoon 19

February.

They left the Manchester
NHS march after Billy from
the Ancoats Action Commit-
tee made an appeal from the
rally platform in Albert
Square.

The health authority had
threatened to bring in the
bailiffs if the occupiers did

not evacuate the Casualty by
noon. ‘

They probably thought
they would not meet much
resistance while everyone

" was on the demonstration.

However, their plan back-
fired and the resistance is
now stronger than ever.

The Action Committee are
demanding that the health
authority stick to their prom-
ise to open first-aid and cli-
nic facilities to replace the
closed department.

~ tolibrary occupation

LEFT-WING Labour Camden council last week called

in the police to remove 50 people occupying St Pancras

reference library.

The occupiers were_ pro-
testing at the proposed clo-

-sure of three of the borough’s

libraries: the reference lib-

rary and branch libraries at

Il-)Iiglll( Holborn and Belsize
ark.

The occupiers, on the first
floor of the Shaw Library
building, had earlier win-
ched up food, drink and bed-

BY ANDREW BURGIN

ding brought to them by out-

side supporters, using a
bucket and rope.

St Pancras i1s widely rec-
ognised as one of the best
reference libraries in Lon-
don, with collections of
national significance; it is
scheduled to close at only 7
day’s official notice as part
of Camden council’s cuts

programme.

The occupiers had earlier
told Workers Press:

‘We’re determined to car-
ry this action through. We
want to force the council to
reopen the reference library
permanently. We are ada-
mant that the council will not
be allowed to close so crucial
a resource.’

At a-demonstration in sup-
port of the occupation Caro-

line Holding, one of the Man-

ifesto councillors who are
opposing the cuts, told Work-
ers Press: |

‘I think this action is great,

I’m really pleased. What I |

want to stress‘is that this is
just one of many cuts that

the majority labour group

are now carrying through.

“The old people’s luncheon
club meals have just gone up
50 per cent. I am here ‘o
support the fightback
against all the cuts.’
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BN LESSONSOF THEFORD STRIK

" Ford strike
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THE Ford strike ended after just that new technology and
| methods of production

two weeks when the officials and had ‘enhanced’ the

. most plant leaders surrendered jcos °f e working

and recommended acceptance of _ Within days of Fords
UK coming out on strike,

E Ford’s amended terms: a twoO- Genk and other plants

3 : - were being closed down.

e year deal with Stl’lllgS. What was revealed was

) i : the enormous power of [ : | E |

i .Unlon leaders, Ron. TOdSi, Bl.ll ..Iordan, the working classandthe . - o

Mick Murphy and Jimmie Airlie gave international nature of [ oy g 4

- undertakings to the company that the the struggle. | | P e e X ¥ oo
Ford’s efficience programme would be  The Ford workers had K - i - B 3

L -implemented in the plants. never before been in such o

' . . een in suc
. every stage the union leaderships -3 5038 posiion oo wir

sought to prevent a strike taking place what terrified the union
and then moved rapidly to end it once it leaders most. -

. | After four days of the |
had begun" _ . strike, Todd, Jordan, o
- What stood out in | '?(\;Rs | Murphty. ?lllld Airlie_secrett- |
this struggle was how | y met the company 10
L e 392 OO%gFord work- WORKER work out how to end the
Bt et : ' trike. - |

| ers rebelled against 16,000 (50 per cent) voted > .

- their leaders and the to accept, 6,000 to reject, Jo}glte Np;(ég(tiisatilrjgatl((:)gz%{ |

i international ChaI‘aC- with some 10!000 not vot- mittee (FNJNC) domin-

: | ing at all. St aril

- ter of the strike. A ated by full-time officials

, | ‘ This strike, the most 53nd right wing con-
‘ It tOOk three ballOtS solid strike ever at FOI‘dS, venors, gaccepte’d ga deal

to wear down the re- .. . ; :
: . shook the Ford Motor only marginally different
sistance of the work- ompany internationally .f,.ofn whagt hag been ‘on

e N

; force who eventually and threw the world the table’ since last

fﬁ accepted — through fi;lt?irCICIal scene 1nto a  November 24, including ,

- iiﬁ?r I%facfggﬁ(ii; hoear. * Since 1978 Fords in cificiency strings B B et re e Dl e et o coh & democratically

y | : - S SE ein rou 0 still vote per cent to elected negotiating y
g ry the strike through to ggg"gg dh?g(g%?;{ggaoﬁlo At mass meettllngs, COH{ knees. reject). answerable to the work-
victory. veners sutf as a The most important force. |

| ~ a gigantic integrated pro- ’ ; . : , : |
b A 90 per cent vote to duction unit where a lglaagninl;ggl SBr?dnggéﬁg The full claim — ten issue now facing Ford Links must be forged

 reject the company’s strike in one part of it : <faveq Per cent and a one-year workers is to clear out immediately with For
terms was whittled down immediately hits the rest. gﬁ%‘}%‘}, t;‘:;tﬁ:?% S;iﬁg deal without strings was those leaders who would workers in West Ger-

by the cowardly leaders’ winnable. The decisive not fight! many, Belgium and Spain
: continuous retreat. b eg'::g:él %ﬁ?eftai(tm{gﬁ ggy c:evx?tulr(ril o?'g}ythgtg g{:f question was leadership. = The FNJNC should be to found an International
= Even then around the Ford strike showed ing the real situation —  (In Dagenham’s PTA  scrapped and replaced FUIT WOEREXS CrImiste.

>
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- AN INTRODUCTION

THIS article is a continuation from last
week’s Workers Press article — ‘An unholy

alliance’’
In it ‘Ramos and Co’

against t
(PCI) in France.

This group at that time included Michel
Varga (Balazs Nagy), the author of this
article, together with a number of comrades
_ pean countries. In 1984/
1985 these comrades and their supporters
were bureaucratically excluded from the
anisation. Principled differences had de-
veloped, particularly on the issue of the
political revolution against Stalinism.
| _gwen in the text,
developed a position which accepted
all political parties (including bourgeois
ones) in the workers’ councils and recognised

from Eastern Eu

Bestdes the example
Ramos deve

‘Ra refers to the political
organisation led by Anibal Ramos, the
Assouline brothers, G. Laffont and others
which calls itself the Fourth International.

It was formed in 1976 out of a struggle
abandonment of Trotskyism by
Lambert’s International Communist Party

councils —

in the Group of

the rights of the bureaucracy to enter these
against the position of the found-
ing programme of Trotskyism
sittonal Programme of the Fourth Interna-
twonal written in 1938): Legalisation of Soviet
parties! Drive the bureaucracy
aristocracy out of the soviets!

(the Tran-

and the new

The excluded comrades are now orgam'.éed
Opposition and Continuity o
the Fourth International (GOCQI) whic

works along with the Workers Revolutionary

Trotskyrsts

REAGAN and Gorbachev want only to disarm the
oppressed peoples who are fighting for their freedom.
They agonise over the ‘hot spots’ of the world, which

they propose to pacify.

The workers of the oppressed peoples of the whole
world see in the West Bank and in Ghaza just what
pacification means: disarmament of the:people by
thugs in uniform, armed to the teeth.

Workers, be careful! The
Kremlin pressurises the

Nicaraguan government to-

wards ‘peace negotiations’

with the contras, the peace

that Lambert and company
and their reformist friends
praise to the skies, belittling
the gains of the revolution.

There are alarming signs
that the bureaucracy is
already mobilising itself to

.smash the militancy and the

unity of the South African
working class, in order to
lead it towards a ‘democra-
tic’ solution. ~

The Kremlin feverishly

prepares to abandon Afgha- -

nistan, and simultaneously
encourages the isolation of
Iran to allow imperialism to
stabilise and strengthen its
position in the Middle East.

There is an agreercent on
the ‘disarming and pacifica-
tion’ of these ‘hotspots’
which is perfectly under-
stood even if the bourgeoisie
and the bureaucracy make
sure that the terms are nev-
er openly revealed. 1t is not
for nothing that Reagan has
described this meeting as
‘historic’.
 For the imperialisis it also
mvolves their hopes for the
‘peaceful’ reconquesi of the
USSR and the other coun-
tries which have escaped
tt?glir domination and con-

Military inspections in
each other’s countries con-
stitute a significarnt step to-
wards arms contrel, and by
way of cohsequence, ine con-
trol of the USSR’s economy.
I indicated the possibility of
this breach in the defences of
the USSR 25 years ago.

Today it is a dangerous
reality. With an even greater
possibility for capitalism to
penetrate directly into the
planned economies {credits,
mixed enterprises, manufac-
turing under license, ‘know
how’ etc) as well as indirect-
ly (through the path of ‘ajust-
ment’ of prices, the applica-
tion of profitability, the
softening of the monupoly of

foreign trade etc., in a word
the destruction of planning)
the threat increases against
the conquests of October.

The Reagan Gorbachev
meeting, even if it did not
place this particular ques-
tion at the centre of the dis-
cussion, has given a thrust to
the economic reforms
(penetration of capital and
attacks against the gains of
October) of the bureaucracy.
The recent crisis whips up
Imperialism to accelerate a

‘reconquest’ — 1f possible

peaceful — of the huge mar-
kets that the USSR, China
and other countries repre-
sent.

In the particular area of
economic relations, the
Kremlin bureacracy is
directly affected by the
financial and monetary cri-
sis In which imperialism
flounders.

It is so ready to stabilise
this system that all its econo-
mic aims are immediately
conditioned not only by the
normal functioning of the
world market — which is a
reference point, and more
and more the base of the
economy of the USSR, and
upon which-its dependence is
more and more marked —
but by the good functioning
of the imperialist economy.
The fall of the dollar, for
example, has caused im-
mense (incalculable) losses
to the planned economies
which for decades have done
everything to increase their
dollar reserves.

Imperialism’s strong
tendency towards protec-
tionism, particularly in the
USA and the countries of the
EEC, has literally ruined the
economies of the small coun-
tries of the East in a few
years, and has shaken even
that of the USSR where the
bureacracy is the fiercest
advocate of streamlining the
economy and effective inter-
national ‘constraints’.

The Reagan-Gorbachev

Party in the Preparatory Committee for the
organisation of an international conference

of Trotskyists.

The article refers to the Simon Bolivar
Brigade. This was formed by Latin American
who are now the International
Workers League (LIT), Fourth International.
It was a fighting :
revolution. Because it stood for the leadership
of the working class in the revolution, on the
programme of Permanent Revolution, it was
expelled by the Sandinista government.

brigade in the Nicaraguan

meeting pushes forward all
the outstanding processes
affecting the economy of the
USSR and the other Eastern
countries. The acceleration
of economic reforms is the
order of the day. Translated
into economic terms, the sta-
bilisation of imperialism
means austerity reinforced
and generalised on a world
scale: unemployment and
famine for millions, renewed
attacks against the con-

~quests of the working class

and workers organisations,
particularly the umnions and
revolutionary organisations.
It means the exporting of the
imperialist crisis into the
USSR and the other eastern
countries. -

It is under these political

and economic conditions -

that the defence of the USSR,
and of all the countries in
which the bourgeoisie have
been expropriated and its
power overturned, is an ur-
gent necessity. -

At present it does not
mean an armed struggle,

‘nor simply political or di-
plomatic support against the

class enemies, their threats

and slanders. It consists of -

preparing the political re-
volution which is ripening in
all the European countries
and the East (also in China),
while being concentrated in
the USSR itself.

It is never reduced to pla-
tonic declarations against
reforms and still less to a
purely negative opposition.
That i1s the attitude of the
Stalinists of the old school,
who, fearing that the change
of tactices called ‘reform’ will
provoke a mobilisation of the
masses, oppose it and attack
it.

In that sense their argu-
ments and Ramos’ are iden-
tical. All sectarians, and
those who want to disguise
their opportunism take the
very easy role of denouncing
the reforms of Gorbachev.
But this denunciation of the
Kremlin reforms directed by
Gorbachev, on its own, im-

portant and absolutely.

necessary though it is, is not
only insufficient, but left at

that stage, ties its perpetra-

tors to the old Stalinism.

The 1mportant question is
not a literary denunciation
(and the writings of secta-
rians are extremely trivial
and bad) but the preparation
of the political revolution.
That is what the sectarians
— the consistent and the
occasional — won’t do. They
will reiterate the necessity
(in general) of the political
revolution, to distinguish
themselves, verbally from
the old Stalinists. But ask
them how? They don’t dare
say anything about the Tran-

"Pea Cer | co-existence’
~anew phqse

BY MICHEL VARGA

sitional Programme — be-

cause it is precisely this
programme they criticise:
no, they are not for the revi-
sion of the planned economy.
According to them that de-
mand derives from ‘Gor-
bachevism’.

The central task for the
preparation of the political
revolution consists in relying
on the deep aspiration of the
masses for a profound and
global transformation (what
1S more, it is that aspiration
the bureaucracy tlies to
channel in order to break it
ug) in order to turn it against
the plans of the
bureaucracy.

All the better if these plans
resemble externally and for-
mally the formulas of the
Fourth International. That
proves, on one side, the
depth of the crisis of the
bureaucracy which is forced

to use such language, and on

the other, the extraordinary
validity of our Transitional
Programme written by Leon
Trotsky — exactly 50 years
ago.

It is the content of the formu-
las that matter and their so-
cial weight in the presence of
a mobilisation of the masses.
Sectarian/opportunists
forget — if they ever knew —
that in 1956 it was the Hunga-
rian bureaucracy itself, at
the moment of its collapse,
that launched the appeal for
the creation of workers’
councils. They wanted to use
them as Tito had done.

‘Workers did not shout stu-

pidly, like. Ramos (and

‘others): no, no, no, what an

evil suggestion! They re-
sponded massively to the
appeal and created workers’
councils —in their own way,

- and everybody, (even Ramos

and his friends)- congratu-
lated themselves — after the
event. |

As for the hypocritical in-
dignation of the world at
large about blocs, alliances

The bodies of the brutal and hated Hungarian Secret Police shot down in the ubrlsing of 1956

and support to this or that
wing of the bureaucracy
against the others, under
precise conditions, suffice it
to bring up the political na-
ture of the main objector.

Not so long ago Ramos
tailed after the Sandinista
overnment, sparing them
rom all criticism, asking for
permission to send a brigade
to Nicaragua, while main-
taining a steadfast silence on
the expulsion of the Simon
Bolivar brigade.

It was more than a critical
and temporary alliance: it
was opportunist adaptation.
Today he declares himself
ready to support the PLO
against the Zionist state or
the Filipino maoist guerillas
against the government —
very good — but refuses con-
ditional support to one wing
of the bureaucracy against
the other. Why? He never
says so, but the reason is
simple: he has a terrible
fear of unveiling his own
opportunism by confusing
support with adaptation in
practice. ‘

Ramos has amply proved
the nature of his political
conduct. The entire history
of the Spanish POR bears
witness to it: the principal
reason for collapse of this
party (from hundreds of
members to a handful of
militants) is precisely this
oscillation between sectar-
1anism and opportunism. At
the moment he has just
caught the fever of sectar-
tanism {in relation to the
political revolution).

It would be perfectly in
character if these people, at
the moment when a genuine
left current defined itself in
the ranks of the bureaucracy
of the USSR — which is high-
ly possible — (because Gor-
bachev represents state
power, he constitutes the
central axis, as I have
emphasised many a time),
going well beyond support,
adapt themselves noisily
while attacking our support
-— because it is critical, con-
ditional and temporary — as
sectarian. The past and the
present of the workers’
movement swarms with
such cases. '

The central task of the

‘Fourth International is to

coniribute to the develop-
ment of the mobilisation of
workers towards the politic-
al revolution, in facilitating
this process as the means
and the method of rebuilding
the ‘bolshevik’ party, that is

to say the soviet section of

the Fourth International.
Negative criticisms, sterile
commentators make the
greatest mistakes, because
they isolate Trotskyism
from this process.

In the present period, the
preparation of the political
revolution ripening in the
USSR goes hand in hand with
the mobilisation of workers
and oppressed peoples in the
capitalist countries for the
defence of their conditions of
life and their gains, for them
to win their freedom. |

In the face of this surge,
the Reagan-Gorbachev
meeting organises the
apparatus of imperialism
and the bureaucracy to im-
pose their ‘austerity’ and
their ‘control’. Instead of
peace, they bring war and
civil war against the people.
Only the Fourth Internation-
al warns the working class

" about this. It is resolutely

against ‘pacificism without
peace’, the illusion that the
lackeys of capitalism parade
to cover over the real con-
tent of the agreement be-
fween imperialism and the
Kremlin, the disarming of
the peoples in struggle and

~ the attempt to break the re-

sistance of workers.
It is exactly the opposite of

“a peace that 1s announced: it

is for the biggest of battles
that we must prepare, and
mobilise for from this mo-
ment on — above all in forg-
ing the decisive weapon, the
Fourth International, to the
rebuilding of which we call

‘all the militants, the adv-

anced workers and the
young revolutionaries of the
whole world.

s e o b
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 IRAN: Ha

Last month, the International Socialist
Society at Glasgow University submit-
ted an Open Letter to ‘Socialist Worker’,
concerning the position adopted by the
Socialist Workers’ Party (SWP) with
regard to Iran and imperialism.

The Glasgow university comrades
said they had been in discussion with
Iranian socialists, and felt that the posi-
tion taken by the SWP was ‘faulty and
dangerous’. The Association of Iranian
Students apparently backed the Open
Letter.

The comrades said they intended con-
tacting other papers and parties on the
Left, in the hope of broadening the
discussion.

Workers Press was pleased to receive a
copy of their Open Letter. We are pub-
lishing it, not necessarily because we
agree with their conclusions, but be-
cause we think they raise important
issues for discussion.

We hope others will feel free to join in
the discussion. B

“intervention
- changed
meaning of

- Gulf war?

FOLLOWING an article ‘Nationalism’ in the
Socialist Worker dated 28 November 1987, in
which the SWP (Socialist Workers Party) explain
the position adopted at conference ‘. . . to sup-
port Iran in its war against imperialism’, we feel

other Western countries con-

- Discussion article

~down.

that a number of points concerning the argu-

ments used, analogies employed and conclusions
reached need to be looked at with critical care

-and rejected.

Two points in the arti-

cle are. of considerable

importance: firstly, the

suggestion that there is

. . . one war — on the
battlefield and in the Gulf
because ‘‘Reagan has
mobilised the whole of
Western imperialism be-
hind Iraq, secondly,
that the war against Iraq
is now a war of ‘national
liberation’.

This is a dangerous confla-
tion and is mitigated against
by the facts of the matter.

The danger of this confla-
tion was not entirely missed

‘and one contributor at the

conference pointed out that
‘There are reports of strikes
against the war effort in
Iran. We now seem to be
saying that we are against
these strikes’. The comrade
goes on to comment that Ira-
nian comrades are ‘rightly
scared’ of Islamic fun-
damentalists.

We believe that the unten
able and contradictory posi-
tion of the SWP is highlight-
ed in these comments. We
hope in this letter to clarify
some points and ask all
socialists give this matter
their fullest attention.

L

-~ the fast lane

Below the
Bible belt

Anyone who has followed
the history of the war be-
tween the governments of
Iran and Iraq are well aware
that it is the inevitable con-
sequence of years of skir-
mish and conflict between
two reactionary regimes.

On the part of Iraq, it is an
attempt to replace the
Shah’s regime as the princi-
ple military force in the
area; on the part of Iran, an
attempt to spread its retrog-
rade Islamic fundamental-
ism to other eountries
irrespective of the wishes of
the people of those countries.

The idea that the war is
one of ‘national liberation’ is
based on the proposal that
‘the whole of Western im-
perialism’ supports the
Iraqis.

With this is coupled the
‘build-up of British and US
warships in the Gulf. If the
whole of Western imperial-
ism is ranged against Iran,
why then does Iran continue
to export oil investments in
Iran and expand them since
1979?; why is British invest-
ment in Iran on the in-
crease?; why had France
made new diplomatic moves
which include the expulsion
of Iranian opposition activ-
ists?; why are Japan and

AMERICA’S billion-dollar Bible-bashing indus-
try — and right-winger Reverend Pat Robert-
son’s chances for the Presidency — were count-
ing the costs last week, after yet another televi-
sion preacher-man was caught with his pants

Reverend Jimmy
Swaggart, whose $150
million-a-year TV gospel
empire contributes $14
million a year to the Pen-
tacostal church, has had
to resign his ministry af-
ter being caught in a
motel room with a prosti-
tute.

It was Swaggart, fire-
raising cousin of rock singer

Jerry Lee Lewis, who helped
bring down Jim Bakker, of

the ‘Praise The Lord’ (pass

the loot, some say) gospel
ministry last year. Bakker
had been paying out large

sums to church secretary
Jessica Hahn (now living
with Hugh Hefner of ‘Play-
boy’) to keep quiet over a
past seduction.

Now Swaggart has been
tumbled by
preacher man, Reverend
Marvin Gorman, whom he
once got sacked for ‘im-

- morality and conduct unbe-

coming a minister’. Gorman
hired a private detective
who followed Swaggart to

the New Orleans motel

room, and got photographs
that were presented to elders

- of the Assemblies of God, in

which Swaggart is a
minister.

another

tinuing to purchase and
transport Iranian oil?

- Is the answer that ‘the

- whole of Western imperial-

ism’ is mobilised against
Iran? We think not, com-
rades. | '

It may of course be that
the Americans and other
agents of Western imperial-
ism are ineffectual, but a
look at the trade embargo
and blockade of Nicaragua

- would suggest they were not.

It may of course be that
the Iranians continue to ex-
port oil and it finds its way to
‘anti-imperialist countries
such as Nicaragua to help
them in their efforts against
imperialism.

But, in reality it is the rest
of Western imperialism
which benefits: France,
West Germany, Japan etc.

The presence of US and .

British warships in the Gulf,

Qfor all their posturing, has

led to no direct confrontation
with Iran. In fact, in the last
six months or so Iranian oil
exports through the Gulf
have increased to the point
where Iran is receiving more
now from oil exports than at
any time in the past.
-After 1979 there was disin-
vestment by US and British
capital but this was a ‘cold-
feet’ reaction rather than a
concerted effort on the part
of Khomeni and this is borne
out by the fact- that West
German and Japanese capit-

al remained and expanded.

Khomeni was not stretch-
ing his ‘anti-imperialist’
wings. The SWP try to draw
a parallel with the Spanish
civil war situation but we
would suggest that if any
parallel is to be insisted upon
it should be looked for in

_another area.

Whilst we would not sug-
gest that the Khomeni reg-
ime is fascist, we would sug-
gest that there is more 1n
common between Khomeni
and Franco than between
Khomeni and the Republi-
cans.

The ‘imperialist’ presence

of the British and US

warships 'in the Gulf has
been advantageous to the
Iranian regime, allowing
them to whip up ‘anti-
Western’ reaction in the
country to fuel the war effort
against Iraq.

It also supplies an excuse
for the continued purge of
undesireable elements: such
subversives as ‘prostitutes’
(women who wear their veils
too high in public) who are
stoned; Kurdish and other

national minorities who are

subjected and/or elimin-
ated; workers who strike for
basic rights; students who
demand freedom from the
oppressive ‘law of Islam’.

The last year or so has
seen no fundamental change
in the regime with the excep-
tion that the ‘moderates’
(with whom Oliver North so

FOR David Clark it seemed that the American

dream had come ftrue.

From a wealthy family, member of a Greek
letter fraternity at university, he joined a presti-
gious law firm catering for wealthy clients; he

was one of the elite.

- Besides an expensive
town house he bought a

Long Island country re-

treat and spent hundreds
of thousands of dollars on
its renovation.

A mythic figure to his ac-
quaintances, he went water
buffalo hunting in Africa, be-
lenged to a number of exclu-
sive New York clubs, en-
joyed a reputation as an ex-
perienced polo player and
could bet as much as £10,000

. on a game of backgammon.

A married man with two
children, he dated a string of
expensive girl friends.

The problem was that, in a

great American tradition,
Clark -stole himself rich. In
1980 he started defrauding
the wealthy clients of his law
firm. Their money was fun-
nelled into his stock market

- account with stockbroker

Kidder, Peabody and Co.,
the aim being to repay his

clients’ accounts from the

proceeds of successful spe-
culation.

. He joined up with Peter -

Bryant, then a stockbroker
with Kidder, Peabody who,
in turn knew a ‘Wall Street
Journal’ columnist called
Winans. |

As befitted a scribe for ‘the
daily dairy of the American

.

successfully set up dialogue)
have gone into the ascendan-

cy. Those with an eye to

history will recall that a lit-
tle over a year ago the Ira-
nian regime was more than
willing to collude with the
most right-wing, militaristic
sections of US imperialism.

The collusion was a com-
g.lti)cated plot to buy arms

m the US, with the assist-
ance of Israel.

The money from these
deals _was carefully laun-
dered through CIA accounts
and went to finance Nicara-

- guan Contras.

It was after the expose by
a Lebanese newspaper and
the refusal by Danish dock-
workers to handle the ships
carrying the arms- that the
affair came to light.

We wonder whether the
American administration
would not still be supporting
the Iranian regime’s war
efforts had it not been for the
embarrassment of the ex-

pose.
Is it from these incidents

Aand developments that the

SWP obtain the idea that the
Iranian regime’s war is
against imperialism? |

Shift

In consideration of the
shift in the political comple-
xion of the Iranian regime
towards an increasing con-
solidation of Rafsanjani’s
position (a man trusted by
the US administration), the
next 12 months might well
see the ships which are ‘thre-
atening’ Iran in such an ‘im-
perialist’ manner again sup-
plying arms if the regime
decides that, opportunisti-
cally, there is more political
capital to be made from
posturing against the USSR ;
or the Chinese; or the Kala-

Jhari Bushmen; or their own

working class — with even
greater rigour than pre-
sently. :

"Khomeni’s expansionist
pretensions are well known.
As he stated in 1976, ‘Holy
war means the conquest ot
all non-Moslem territories.
Such a war may well be
declared after the formation
of an Islamic government
worthy of that name, at the

direction of the Imam or

under his orders’.

Also on record are his ful-
minations against the secu-

lar anti-imperialist move-
ments, especially the
- Palestinians.

The reactionary militar-
ism of Khomeni and the
Shi’ite fundamentalists was
highlighted in the Lebanon
where, in 1982, they wel-

comed Israeli troops and

took part in the slaughter at
the Sabra and Shatilla re-
fugee camps.-

dream’, Winans was pre-
ared to provide advance in-
ormation about what invest-
ment advice he would be giv-
ing in the paper. |

In other words, Clark
hoped to use insider informa-
tion to make money on the
stock exchange.

This particular insider-
trading scheme was re-
vealed 1n 1984. By this time
Clark was drinking heavily.

An attempt to flee to Brazil

failed and Clark entered an
alcohol rehabilitation

centre.

Bryant was soon arrested
on insider trading charges
and agreed to testify against
other people involved, .in-
cluding Clark. After three
years of investigation by the
Securities and Exchange
Commuission, Clark was
arrested in March 1987 on a
criminal indictment. Di-
vorced by his wife, deserted
by his former friends, in-

Khomeni has his Islamic
government and is attemp-
ting to prosecute his fun-
damentalist desires: social-
1sts In Iran rightly see their
task as one of stopping the
regime in its expansionism
and repression of peoples.

AsSaultéd

Since 1979 the Iranian
comrades have been
assaulted by pro-Moscow
parties which decry their
struggle and, doubtless they
see ugh such mouthings.

But when socialists and
communists who are inde-
pendent of the Soviet dictat
mis(ﬁ:;dedly add their voice
of (Pproval, our Iranian
comrades will suffer — and
not only in their morale.

At a time which has seen
the rise of the right wing in
Iran, our comrades are pre-
sently fortunate to be lan-
guishing in low morale
rather than jail or a grave.

The struggle against ex-

ionism and militarism

an international one and

the Iranian socialists and

spearheading that fight

against their own expansion-
ist regime.

Socialists internationally
should be supporting the
comrades in Iran — both in
published articles and in ac-
tion.

One area of action which
lends support is the con-
tinued pressure to bring ab-
out the end of military in-
tervention in the Gulf: in-
tervention which only
strengthens the hand of the
reactionary governments.

Rather than the abandon-
ment of the class struggle,
which the SWP appear to
propose by their condemna-
tion of strike action in Iran,
we demand support for the
Iranian working class and
call for the working class
internationally to follow the
lead of our Danish comrades
and stop the export of arms
to both Iran and Iraq.

We stand against military

viectory of either Iran or

Iraq, and against imperialist
intervention.. ‘

Further, we see the wag
forward in the defeat of bot
reactionary regimes and im-
perialism by the efforts of
the working class: railwor-
kers refusing to transport
arms {o docks; dockers
blacking ships carrying
arms to the Gulf; seamen
blacking ships which carry
arms tc either Iran or Iragq.

It is action such as this
which will bring victory. to
the Iranian working class
and the working class world-
‘wide, not misguided
mouthings against ‘Western
imperialism’.
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cluding Bryant and Winans,
Clark returned to the bottle.

A few days before he was
due to be sentenced last
month for his part in the
insider trader racket Clark
collapsed and died. Cause of
death: chronic alcoholism.

Victim

Whai the death certificate
did not say was that he was a

victim: of the American

dream.

Capitalism not only ex-
ploits the working class, it
also devours many of its sup-
porters. Clark was one of
those. As an acquaintance
put it: ‘He wanted it all too
soon, i fast. It wasn’t alco-
hol that killed David Clark.
It wa< money.’ -

He 1::ight have said that it
was capitalism.




Kurds’
prison

hunger

strike

KURDISH prisoners in Turkey’s Eskishekir
prison have gone on hunger strike in the isolation
cells into which they were thrown after a protest
over conditions and ill-treatment.

On 6 February, the Turkish regime sentenced

20 Kurdish peolitical prisoners to death for their
participation in guerrilla activity in Turkish-

occupied Kurdistan.

About 97 prisoners
were put in solitary at
Eskishekir after police
and troops went into the
prison to smash a three-
day protest. Relatives
and lawyers of the prison-
ers have been banned
from visiting.

About 2,000 prisoners at
Dlyarbaklr military prison
were reported to have ended
a hunger strike on 18 Febru-
ary, after ten days, when the
authorities announced they
would gain some of their de-
mands.

According to a Defence
Ministry statement in Ank-
ara, issued after Prime
Minister Ozal had discussed
the prison dispute with Pres-
ident Evren, it was agreed
that food, sanitation and
medical care be improved,
that visiting hours be ex-
tended, and prison uniforms
would no longer be manda-
tory.

The government also said
1t would drop its ban on Kur-
dish — the main language in
the Diyarbakir region.
Under the Turkish constitu-

tion, it is forbidden to speak
Kurdish in the street.

However, nothing was said

“in the ministry statement ab-

out the prisoners’ demands
for an end to torture, beat-
ings, and being held in

| chams

The Diy arbakir hunger
strike spread to about four
prisons. About 23 prisoners’
relatives staged a solidarity
fast, joined by two MPs be-
longmg o the opposition So-
cial Democratic People’s
Party, at the party’s Diyar-
bakir offices.

The Ozal regime last
month signed United Nations
and Council of Europe agree-
ments against torture and
inhumane treatment of pris-
oners, in a bid for interna-
tional respectability while
seeking entry to the EEC.

The regime has yet to
announce any plans for stop-
ping such practices in its
prisons. Kurdish and Left-
wing opponents say the reg-
ime is as repressive as ever,
and merely attempting to
clean its image for interna-
tional consumption.

London picket protests

regimes, which has included joint military operations against
Kurdish villages, and the handing over of political fugitives to
the Ayatollah’s secret police.

CARI, the Campaign Against Repression in Iran, has
called a PICKET, on'Saturday 27 February, from 11am to
1pm, outside Turkish Airlines, 11 Hanover street, W1.
(nearest tube Oxford Circus).

RIO FLOOD
CALAMITY

RIO DE JANEIRO’S mayor declared a ‘state of
calamity’ after torrential rain and floods caused over
200 deaths and made 20,000 people homeless. |

Mud slides destroyed favelas (shanty towns)housing
tens of thousands of poor people. Food, clothing and
bedding donated from home and abroad reached relief
centres. Ambulances struggled through floodwaters
and blocked roads, but medical authorities were
desperately appealing for blood donors and medi-
cines, and there is fear of epidemics.

. Baby slump

EEC foreign ministers meeting in Brussels last week
left off discussing minor matters like Middle East
wars, Common Market food mountains or African
famines, to confront the falling birthrate in Europe.

‘We need an impetus to the demographic dynamic,’
said West Germany’s Hans-Dietrich Genscher, who

feared Europe would otherwise lose its economic and

political position. Geoffrey Howe for Britain sald later
the baby shortage was ‘a legitimate concern’.

Reports in the press said it was not clear which
member of the British government would be responsi-
ble for following up any EEC directive. Surely a job
for Cecil Parkinson?

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

‘No peace wnthout justlce

I BY CHARLIE POTTINS , |

PALESTINIANS will reject any attempt to im-
pose a so-called ‘peace’ settlement which does
not meet their just demands, a leading PLO
figure told a meeting in the Houses of Parlia-
ment last week, and they will continue to defy

Israeli bullets.

‘We differentiate between a mere ‘‘peace’, and a

peace with justice,’

said Khalid el Hassan, Foreign

Affairs spokesman of the Palestine National Council.
‘Any attempt at a solution without justice will never

realise a durable peace.

‘The ABC of justice is that
the victims agree to the solu-
tion,” he stressed.

Organised by the Labour
Friends of Palestine, the
meeting was caaired by
Labour MP Harry Cohen.

Rejecting British media
hypocrisy on the West Bank

and Gaza struggles, the PLO

speaker said he had read in
‘The Independent’ the sug-
gestion that the Israelis
ought to use rubber bullets,
instead of live bullets.

‘That might satisfy the Un-

_ited States, ’he said. But so

far as Palestinians were con-
cerned, ‘the problem is not
rubber bullets or live bullets.

~ The problem is to end the

occupatmn And so long as
we have to fight that, we
don’t care about bullets, and
you shouldn’t either.’

Labour’s Shadow Foreign
Secretary Gerald Kaufman,
who joined the platform at
the packed Westminster
meetmg should have con-
veyed this to Neil Kinnock.
Notw1thstand1ng his protests
over Israeli use of dum-dum
bullets, the Labour leader

came from a meeting with

Israeli prime minister Sha-
mir last week urging the

Palestinians to desist from
violence!

Kaufman, who said Sha-
mir had refused to see him
during his visit, acknow-
ledged: vmlence is inevit-
able, if it is the only way
people can assert their right
to self-determination. The
Palestinian people have de-
cided their patience is ex-
hausted and they want their
freedom.’

Referring to the forces the
Palestinians were up
against, Khalid el Hassan re-
minded his audience that
Israel received from the Un-
ited States over $15 billion in
aid a year, for less than
three million people.

SA jet
downed

SOUTH African military
admitted last week that
one of its planes had been
shot down by Angolan
groundfire, and the pilot
was missing. Angolan
officers said later two
South African Mirage jet
fighters had been
downed.

South African planes
had raided what they
claimed were bases used
by SWAPO guerrillas,
fighting for independence
in Namibia. SWAPO said
their members had not
been in the area, and the
South Africans had
bombed Angolan civi-
lians.

Cyprus win

NEW Cyprus president
George Vassiliou, elected
with backing from the Stalin-
ist AKEL, has called on ali
Cypriots to unite for the good

- of Cyprus, and says he hopes

for better relatlons with the

Turkish Cypriots.
Miili‘onaire businessman

Vassiliou, whose parents

- doctors,

The Zionists were just
used by imperialism. And
referring to the PLO’s atti-
tude to Israelis, Khalid el
Hassan recalled that some
years ago at a meeting in
London he had declared the
PLO would ‘liberate the
Jews from Zionism’.

He now agreed with what
an Israeli friend had told
him at the time, ‘the only
people who can lnberate
Israel from Zionism are the
Israelis themselves.’

‘Since we took over the
PLO from Mr.Shukhairi in
1969, (Ahmed Shukhairi,
appomted to run the PLO b J'
Arab govemments, an ol
style Palestinian leader and
demagogue — C.P.)it has
become much more than an
organisation. We have many
organisations. It is not just
an organisation, and not a
party.

‘A political party has to
have a social programme,
an ideology,’ said El Hassan,
a Fatah member. ‘But that
means we must have a

home. So long as we don’t

have a home, what’s the use
of talking of future social
justice?’

Khalid el Hassan said
under the British mandate,
the head of education had
boasted of training the
Palestinian as ‘an obediant
servant’. The founders of the
modern Palestinian move-
ment had differant aims.
‘We said when we founded
Fatah in 1958 that we would
be the bridge over which
another generation would
march to Palestine.’

Today, they had 23,000
Palestinian engineers, 20,000
more universities
than Arab states, and
Palestinians were studying
around the world. ‘We are
five million people scattered
in the four cormers of the

world.’

were AKEL founder-
members, stood as an inde-
pendent. He beat Socialist
candidate Lyssarides and
veteran politician Kyprianou
in the first round, then took
votes from both’s supporters

to narrowly beat rightwinger
Glafkos Clerides.

Spanish CP
leader

SPANISH Communist Party
delegates at their 12th Con-
gress last week elected Cor-
doba mayor Julio Anguita as
new general secretary. He
replaced former Asturian
miners’ leader Geraldo Igle-
sias who stood down after
criticism of the party’s poor
showing.

Observers from the ‘Marx-
ist -Leninist’ Communist
Party of the Peoples of Spain
(PCPE) attended. Anguita
urged party members to
work in the United Left with

them. The CP-led Workers’

Commissions have. mean-
while signed an agreement
with the UGT unions to
oppose the Gonzalez govern-
ment’s austerity measures.

Wooing

Saudis

SOVIET Foreign Minis-

try director Viktor

Polyakov has paid a visit
&
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—PLO speaker

at Westmmster

KHALID EL HASSAN. ‘Our job to support the people . . . '

speak to him as ‘a Palesti-
nian gentleman’.

Those who would not rec-

Describing the way
Palestinians educated

‘abroad brought their diffe-

rent ideas into the move-
ment, — ‘we have national-
ists, communists, demo-
crats, international social-
ists’ — el Hassan said the
PLO had organised unions,
and associations, wherever
its people were. From them
were elected delegates to the
Palestinian National
Council.

‘We cannot hold elections
in the Arab world, though,
because the regimes don’t
want us to teach their people
democracy.” He said as far
back as 1952, Aramco, the
big American-owned oil
company had sent a memo
around its managers, ‘don’t
employ Palestinians be-
cause they raise the con-
sciousness of the surround-

ing people.’

The PLO’s democracy was
‘the best we can do in a
‘“terrorist organisation’’!’,
el Hassan quipped, to appre-
ciative laughter and ap-
plause.

‘When you attack the PLO
you are attacking the identi-
ty of the Palestinian people,’
he said, recalling bitterly
how the "British government
back in the 1920s had refused
to see a Palestinian spokes-

" man as a representative of

his people but would only

WORLD BRIEF ‘ |

to Saudi Arabia for talks

seen as heralding possi-
ble renewal of full rela-

tions. It was the first visit
by a senior Soviet official
in half a century.

Last month, Saudi
Foreign Minister Prince

- Saud al-Faisal visited

Moscow on behalf of Gulf
Arab states, urging a UN
Security Council meeting
on Iran. Meanwhile, an
Israeli consular mission
is expected in Moscow
soon.

ognise the PLO as repre-
sentatives of the Palestinian
people did not want to recog-
nise the Palestinians as a
people, he stressed. ‘That’s
why the Likud, the Israeli
government don’t want to
recognise us.’

The British Foreign Office
had said it ‘only recognised
governments’. But the Zion-
ist movement had been ree-

. ognised by Britain long be-

fore it was recognised by the
Jewish people.

On the current uprising in
the occupied territories,
Khalid el Hassan artlcular-
ly praised the hermsm of the
Palestinian youth. ‘America
has the Statue of Liberty,
holding a torch. When we are
free we’ll have the statue of
a child with a stone.’

‘In each camp now, there
is a committee. We get daily
reports. You all know that
the people support the PLO.
Our duty now is to support
these people, not theirs to
support us.’

The outh were doing what
the PLO had advocated
without waiting to be told. ‘If
I see my kid in the street,
and he talks my language
that means I was successful
as a father.’

Sri Lanka
front

SRI LANKA’S Lanka Sama
Samaja Party, which re-
neged from Trotskyism in
1964 to join a bourgeois gov-
ernment, has formed a new
‘left’ front with the Commun-
ist Party, centrist Neva
Sama Samaja, and Mahajan
(People’s)parties.

Their ‘United Socialist
Alliance’ was proclaimed at
the funeral of assassinated
film star and Mahajana
founder Vijaya Kumarana-
tunga. |

Kennedy'’s

Mafia friends

ASSASSINATED US presi-
dent John F.Kennedy was
backed by Mafia money and
influence when he ran for
election, according to ex-
Kennedy mistress Judith
Cambell Exner, who acted
as his go-between to Chicago
mob head Sam Giancana.

Exner, introduced to Ken-
nedy by Frank Sinatra, pre-

viously denied on oath that %;.

the president knew of her
Mafia connections. Kennedy
made a deal with the orga-
nised crime syndicate to try
and have Cuban leader Fidel
Castre murdered.

..................

KENNEDY '~_"i‘% ﬁ'd-_t. ¥ o«
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THE TUC General Council —
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‘Since 1981 protest demonstrations,

S "ﬂié h‘ighest elected bOdy of the gicke.ts,.. and conferences have been

-

trade union movement —
must co-ordinate the actions
of all trade unmionists in de-
fence of the National Health
Service and call a general
strike. on 14th March (pre-
budget day). -~ - . .
This call was initiated by Shef-
field nurses who suggested action
to coincide with budget day —
their demand was taken up by the
London hospitals™ strike co-

ordinating commiitee aad it 1S
supported by COHNMIL
The Charing (- o3s ospital

joint shop stewards’ coinmittee
has circulated the call throughout
the movement, and thousands of
NHS workers, supported by other
trade unionists and communities,
have taken part in actions all over
the country.

As the lobby was taking place, there
was a strike of Scottish NHS workers
supported by many other trade union-
1sts (see page 3); the Welsh NHS
workers are taking action on 1st
March.

The determined struggle of health
workers to defend the NHS from
Thatcher’s plans to destroy it has
inspired millions. These workers are
in the front line of this struggle and
must not be left to fight alone.

Today’s lobby of the TUC is part of
this rising wave of anger against the
policies of this Tory government. 50
muillion people are affected by the
break up of the NHS and they are
looking for leadership to mobilise a
mass movement in the fight to defend
this basic right.

@® Organise, inside and outside the
health service, for an all-out pre-
budget day strike on Monday 14
March! Miners, teachers, carwor-
kers, seafarers and council workers
— all must come to the defence of the
health workers. |

@® The TUC’s planned 5 March nation-
al demonstration must be made the
springboard for extending the 14th
March call.

This is literally a life and death
question. The tragic death of Matthew
Collier makes this clear. There are
over 100 children now waiting for
urgent heart surgery in the Birming-
ham area alone. Mere protest will
change nothing!

eld, thousands of people have signed
petitons; but wards and whole hospit-

‘als have closed down all over the
~country; even occupations have not

stopped this dnslaught.

@ Privatisation means that the
~ tremendous advances in medical sci- -

ence over the last decade are taken
away from ordinary people and only

..the rich reap the benefits.
- @ Working conditions and wages of
~nurses, doctors, lab technicians,

radiologists, clerical and ancillary
workers have deteriorated; stress
1llnesses are commonplace.

® Patient care i1s maintained only at
the expense of the health of NHS staff:
many wait years for treatment, new
techniques are either unavailable or
remain unused due to lack of funds
and in some cases NHS workers them-
selves voluntarily organise charity
events to raise the necessary funds in
their ‘spare time’.

® There are growing debts to the
multi-million drug companies and a
shortage of blood for transfusions
(whilst the private hospitals save
£200,000 per annum on a sale and
return scheme which also means that
more than 7,000 pints of blood a year
have been thrown away).

The Tories have no mandate to kill
our children and destroy the welfare
state, no more than they had to close
mines, shipyards and steelworks. And
they could not stay in office if the
Labour and trade union leaders did
not compromise and block every
working class assault on their regime.

® Don’t let the TUC isolate health
workers as they did the miners!

In demanding that the TUC orga-
nise a.general strike on 14th March,
we also say that this must be the start
of a campaign for an all out general
strike to bring down the Tory govern-
ment*and if the TUC will not take
action to lead the struggle then they
must make way for those who will!

The strike committees being
formed in hospitals should turn to the
whole community with the aim of
involving and organising workers
both inside and outside the health
service in committees like the miners’
strike support groups in 1984/85.

The campaign must demand:

@® Full funding for the NHS, reversal
of privatisation, nationalisation of the
big drug companies and control of the
NHS by committees of NHS workers
and NHS users.

® Only a general strike can defeat
Thatcher. These polices and this de-
mand must be fought for throughout
the trade union and labour movement.
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nurs\e from University College Hospital ex-
plained why she was lobbying ‘We’re here to

Most of us have never
aken action before, and
ve're all here because we
ink it is necessary. We
e not taking it lightly.
‘I am a newly qualified
taff nurse. In my hospit-
1 the staff shortage is
jorrific. We are supposed
D have a certain number

f staff on the ward but

ften we are below the
evel of emergency cover,
nd it is unsafe for the
atients. Equipment

1eant to cover five or six

atients is being shared

ong 28. Morale is very
OW — students can’t
parn because there is no

e toteach them. There
re SO many coming in
hrough casualty that
dmissions have been
mished right back. The
pnditions are inhumane
nd immoral.

Nurses are managing
ut if we had a few car-

e. .. A-lot of nurses
ire apolitical, and they
e frightened to take the
irst step — but once
Jou’'ve taken one step

jou’ve got to go all the

ay.) |

 Terry Fields, Labour
IP © talked about the
ttitude of the Labour
larty towards the NHS.
Kinnock is ambivalent.
he world and his wife is
psponding to the NHS
sue. Kinnock restricts
Imself to asking three

D cope with the situation .

1ac arrests at the same

ight for better conditions and better pay, and to
lefend the National Health Service. We need
jupport from all workers. If we get it we can beat
is government at its own game. ‘

questions a day in parlia-
ment, but the important

- thing is the outside asso-
ciations with the struggle

of workers.

When asked about the
vote led by Kinnock on
the Labour party Nation-
al Executive Committee
(NEC) he said ‘They are
distancing themselves
from the trade union
movement. You also get
the attitude of the elected
trades unionists on the
NEC who say to the MPs,
you get back to parlia-
rnent and we’ll deal with
the trade union issues.
We’ve lost three general

elections, and now on the:

industrial front we see
the willingness of work-
ers to struggle. The prob-
lem is lack of leadership.

The money is there —
we are a rich nation, but
money 1s wasted on nuec-
lear weapons. I have
asked a question in par-
liament about diverting
money away from nuc-
lear weapons into the
NHS. Four years ago Kin-
nock laughed when 1 said

we needed a general

strike. I am not talking
about anarchy in society,

it needs to be co--

ordinated. In 1926 the

trade union leaders shied

away from power. They
had the perspective of
keeping the working class
within the confines of
capitalism. The TUC can-
not defend 1its current
membership.
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Moscow trials —
a crucial stage

THE CAMPAIGN for the restoration to their rightful

places in history of the old Bolsheviks, slandered and

murdered in Stalin’s infamous frame-up trials has
now reached a crucial stage.

- Earlier this month the
Soviet Supreme Court

announced that it had

cleared the victims of the

~third and last of these

trials, that of Bukharin,
Rakovsky and others in
1938. |

Reports from Moscow
indicate that the court
will proceed to the second
trial, the 1937 Radek-
Pyatakov frame up.

Yagoda, who organised
the earlier show trials
and was shot after the
1938 trial was excluded
from the Supreme Court
decision.

The issue cannot therefore
be simply rehabilitation of

Thursday 25 February

Bukharin, whose views
might be taken to be in line
with Gorbachev’s present
orientation.

Now that Rakovsky,
amongst the closest of Trots-
ky’s collaborators, has been
declared an innocent victim
of the Stalin lie and murder
machine, the question of the
historical role of the Left
Opposition cannot be
avolded.

@ This is the background to
the call made by the Moscow
Trials Campaign.

A meeting will be held in
the Kingsway-Princeton Col-
lege, off Grays Inn Roead, on
Sunday 20 March.

The meeting will be
chaired by Eric Heffer MP,
and a platform representing
a wide range of Labour
movement opinion will
shortly be announced.

THE WAY
FORWARD

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR
RE-BUILDING THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Cardiff

Thursday
April 7th, 7:30 pm,
Brownhills Hotel

GLASGOW

Sunday
March 13th, 11:00 am,
Blythswood Hotel,
320 Argyle Street

| MANCHESTER

Sunday

' March 27th, 2:00 pm,

- Committee Room 10,

‘Manchester Town Hall,
St Peters Square

LONDON
Sunday
April 17th, 2:00 pm, | |
Kingsway Princeton LEICESTER
- College, Wednesday
Grays Inn Road March 23rd, 7:30 pm,
(corner of Unemployed
Sidmouth Street), Workers' Centre,
London WC1 Charles Street

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM

Lectures at Room 301, Kingsway Princeton College, Grays Inn Road, London WC 1
All lectures start at 7.30pm

The State and Revolution
HOW does the state excercise power over the working class?
Can that power be broken? What will take its place?

Friday 3 March

The Russian Revolution,

Stalinism and Trotskyism |
SEVENTY vyears ago, the Russian workers, led by the
Bolsheviks, overthrew Tsarism and capitalism, and th world
socialist revolution began. The rise of a bureaucracy within
the Soviet state led to the betrayal of the revolution, but not its

destruction.
Thursday 10 March

The Fourth International Today

FIFTY years ago, Trots

Ky led those who fought to continue

‘the work to prepare the world revolution in the foundation of

_ the Fourth International, World Party

of Socialist Revolution.

 After decades of crisis, the time has come for the re-founding

of the Fourth International.

£20,000 S YYIEY Fund

THE FUND STANDS AT: £1,851.90

MANY thanks to our members, readers and supporters
for a total of £579.80 received this week for our Special

Fund.

We are campaigning for the International Conference
to be organised by the Preparatory Committee later this
year; international travel and communication is very

expensive.

We intend the Conference to be one that reaches out
to new forces coming into struggle that can be won for

} the Trotskyist movement. Please help us in this work.

Thursday 17 March |
The Significance of

the Preparatory Committee
THE Workers Revolutionary Party has issued a Ten Point Call
to revolutionary Trotskyists throughout the world to prepare a
conference in 1988 for the re-organisation of the Fourth
International. The campaign for the Preparatory Committee
and its work in progress sheds new light on many fun-
damental problems of revolutionary leadership.

READING:
- Cliff Slaughter, Marx and Marxism
Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
Marx, Wage Labour and Capital
Lenin, The State and Revolution

Trotsky, The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the |
Fourth International

Every donation, large and small will be greatly appreci-
ated. |

Meetings are being held to discuss this conference
and the principles on which it has been called.

We need funds to carry out this work and that is the
purpose of our fund. Please make collections and send
in donations to: WRP Special Fund, PO Box 735,
London SW9 7QS
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THIS IS a magnificient
exhibition, and, if you
can, you should come
to Edinburgh before
the end of April to see
it. But try to come un-
influenced by the silly
publicity which the era
of commercial spon- -
sorship seems to de-
mand of such an event
‘to justify investment’.

No doubt all the expen-
sive promotion, replete
with references to margi-
nally related Hollywood
movies and the incalcul-
able monetary value of
some of the exhibits, will
ensure good takings and
civic prestige. Maybe it
will bring in a few in-
terested people who
might not otherwise have
known about the exhibi-
tion.

But it was symbolic that,
at the opening ceremony, the
Press was told that Edin-
burgh District Council’s
cash would not run to com-
plimentary copies of the
catalt))‘il:e — which explains
the exhibits — only then to
discover themselves
seduced with wine, smoked
salmon and caviare, sup-
plied in generous quantity by
the main commercial
sponsor.

Such occasions are no
doubt standard practice, and
fair enough within limits if
the object is to launch a se-

rious public discussion of the

show. But the promotion of
‘the most important
archaeological exhibition to
have been mounted in the
UK since the treasures of
Tutankhamum were shown

in London 16 years ago’ (as -

we have been told ad

nauseam) overstepped the
limits.
First the managing direc-

-tor of the main sponsoring

company (which for reasons
soon apparent shall remain
nameless) put a metaphoric-
al pistol at the heads of the
assembled scribes and digni-
taries, demanding public
gratitude for the cash his
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EXHIBITION
Ancient Egypt comes to
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company put in to bring the
exhbition to Scotland (which
of course it will charge
against tax). .

‘For the past decade,’
announced this would-be,
latter-day Lorepzo de’ Medi-
cl, ‘we have recognised that
business sponsorship has a
crucial role to play in the
well-being of the arts. I be-
lieve that more business
sponsors will come forward
and provide more support
for the arts if the media
routinely recognise the iden-
tities of the companies doing
this good work.’ -

Not only must we suffer
unemployment, poverty,
cuts in health care, welfare

and education so that fi--

nance capital can flourish,
we must also, it seems, lie
down and lick its spokespeo-
ple where they most like 1t if
we are fo have even an occa-
sional insight into the high
culture created by human
labour and human genius,
which is rightly the property
of us all.

How directly this outlook
is connected to the main
drawback of the exhibition

at
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itself (which, I re-emphasise,
is magnificent) is hard to
say. But there is a real dan-
ger that, as presented, it
may engender feelings of
anti-climax and even bore-
dom where it should excite
wonder and encourage his-
torical imagination.

So many splendid photo-
graphs of the extraordinary
funerary mask of Pharaoh
Psusenes I have appeared
that, if I had come all the
way from Iceland, West Ger-
many or Devon (they are

'booked in from all the airts

uoSpnI] uvay aunynd | )

and pairts we are assured) I
think that I might feel a bit
let down.

More important, the
opportunity to launch young,
and not-so-young, minds on a
journey of historical im-
agination, to excite inqui
1nto the real basis of the nign
culture of the remote past,

has been signally missed.

Maybe the ‘Schools Pack’
which Lothian Regional
Council has admirably pro-
duced and issues to local
schools will partly disarm
the criticism, but I have not
seen it yet, and the majority

g4

Amur’s ram and its shrine

<N ¢

Gold of the Pharoahs,

City of Edinburgh Art Centre until 30 April

Reviewed by Terry Brotherstone

of visitors never will.

Of course, they can over-
come the limitations of the
exhibitions for themselves.
The catalogue supplies an
initial reading list, and there
is a shop where some books
can be bought — though it is
mainly concerned with sell-
ing T-shirts and other
irrelevant souvenirs.

What one gets from this
generously laid-out display
is, first of all, a sense of
timeless beauty. The reli-
gious inspiration which led
the priests and successors of
the dead Pharaohs to carry
out their orders to entomb
them, mummified and sur-
rounded by their bodily
organs and all the wealth
they required for eternal life
is one aspect that is well
brought out; as is the adv-
anced state of the anatomic-
al knowledge the process
must have required.

- Those who crafted — from
‘gold and silver and precious

-stones — pots, bowls and

cups; sandals, finger-stalls,
rings, bracelets, amulets,
and pectorals; and the great
mask of 991 BC itself, suc-

ceeded in conveying to a
posterity they can never
have remotely thought
would ever see their work, a
truly human achievement of
near perfection. To grasp
this vou need to take time to
flielatx and imaginatively re-
ect.

Secondly, the exhibition
gives a good sense of the

necessary fascination of

historial inquiry. The well-
mounted (though sometimes
too low) captions, and the
accompanying video-show —
which for once is staged on a
comfortably viewable scale
but which is marred by a
commentary delivered in an
aggressively mid-Atlantic
accent and written patron-
isngly in the historic present
tense — tells us quite a bit
about French archaeologist
Pierre Montet and the semi-
accidental process through
which he made the great find
of the tomb of Psusennes at
Tanis in the Nile Delta in
1939-1940.

What is missing, however,
is a sense of the need to
marry the aesthetic impulse

UOSPNY UDIS 2NN

Edinburgh

generated by the exhibits to
the intellectual interest
sparked by the information
about Montet in such a way
as to at least begin to satisfy
the urge for an imaginative
grasp of the society which
produced all these things,
and its connections with the
present. |

Indeed much of what is
sald and written in the ex-
hibition gives the impression
that it was the Pharaohs
themselves who created all
this magnificence, a view en-
tirely in line with that of the
managing director, who
evidently thinks there is no-
thing amiss when access to it
today depends on the whims
of private patronage.

- Perhaps the reason we are

told so little about Egyptian
society and the labour-

process that lay at its base is
that it seems too obvious.
Slavery is scarcely, if ever
mentioned. But perhaps ev-
ery school student is sup-
posed to know about
that. . . ! |

Nevertheless, much more
on this essential aspect of the
story is what is needed to
transform a splendidly titil-
lating exhbition into an
assuredly stimulating one.

Edinburgh’s Labour Dis-
trict Council is to be con-
gratulated on bringing these

exhibits to the UK. Neither

Its spokesman, nor the Egyp-
tian ambassador — unlike
the commercial sponsor —
used the opening to make an
overtly political speech. And
the Tory Scottish Secretary
Malcom Rifkin, whose pre-
Sence protocol apparently
decreed, happily did ‘not
speak at all. |

He laughed loudly howev-
er at the managing direc-
tor’s rather philistine little
Joke, and looked at his shoes
while councillor Henderson
explained that the show had
been mounted despite condi-
tions of ‘great financial
stringency’.

For a moment the spled-

nours of ancient Egypt,
rather than boosting ‘the en-
terprise culture’ seemed to
be sitting in judgement over
the man known unaffec-
tionately in Scotland as
‘Thatcher’s governor
general’.
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Tax On All The PeOple. By Carey Oppenheim. £1.95.

Child Poverty

Action Group, 15 Bath Street, London

EC1V 9PY

THE poll tax is a system of local taxation
which halves the tax burden on the rich, shifts
resources from the recession-struck north to

 the south-east, boosts already soaring house
~ orices, costs almost twice as much to collect
as the system it replaces, needs an army of
investigators to hunt down those liable to pay,
disenfranchises the poorest, batters the dep-
rived people of the inner cities, hits out at
those caring for others, catches the very
poorest in an insidious poverty trap and vastly
extends central government’s grip on all local

affairs.

So says a new pamphlet from the Child Poverty
Action Group (CPAG), a useful outline of the
proposed ‘community charge’ which details its

devastating effects.

The poll tax is one element
.of three in the government’s
plans for local authority fi-
nance. These involve:

@® Replacing the property-
based domestic rate with a
flat-rate community charge
levied locally on each adult
over 18

@® A Uniform Business Rate
set separately for Scotland,
England and Wales to re-
place the present locally set
non-business rate. It will be
fixed by central government
and income wil be distri-
buted to local authorities
according to their population

® Replacing block grant
and the domestic rate relief

grant with a new Revenue

Support Grant based on
population levels, but with a

which used to send out 75,000
rate bills could find itself
despatching 150,000 poll tax
accounts. Summonses could
increase from 10,000 a year
to 50,000.

Poll tax will be calculated

'by taking local authority

spending and deducting the
Uniform Business Rate allo-
wance and the Revenue Sup-
port Grant, then dividing the
remainder by the number of
people liable to pay.

There will be few who will
not have to pay the tax.
Those on benefits or student
grants will pay at least 20
per cent. There is a catch:
the compensation to cover
the 20 per cent will be based

on the national average, and

in areas with a high poll tax
it will not cover the cost.

weighting factor for excep-
tional needs.

® Scotland’s scheme is due

to start in 1989, those for -

England and Wales in 1990,
with no transition period.
- However, in 13 London
boroughs the payments will
be so enormous that they
must be phased in over four
years. -

They will start by paying
£100 1n 1990, according to
government figures; at the
end of the transition, while
Bournemouth residents will
pay £165 a head and those in
Worthing £155, Londoners in
deprived Tower Hamlets
must find £639-each, in Hack-
ney £691 and in Camden £782.

Ironically, the London
boroughs will have to take on
at between 100 and 150 extra

staff while they are running .

the old and new systems
simultaneously.

Even when the system 1is
operating ‘normally’ an area
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A ‘poverty trap’ will mean

-as income goes up, rebate
will be taken away to com-
pensate.

Convicted prisoners, long-
term hospital patients, 19-

year-olds still at school and

severely mentally disabled
people will not have to pay.
There is concern about what
test would be applied to de-
cide on ‘severe mental dis-
ablement’.

.....................................

The Thatcher Years; Bri-
tain and Latin America.
- Edited by James Ferguson
and Jenny Pearce. Latin
America @ Bureau,

£3.50. - THATCHER’S
policies in Britain are intert-
wined with her policies to-
wards Latin America,
argues a new book with the
usual high standards of the
Latin America Bureau: thor-
ough, up-to-date and hardhit-
ting.

Thatcher boasted of her
ability to hold down inflation
— but this depended on

Register

Every local authority will
have to keep a comprehen-
sive register of all adults
living in their area. This will
be checked against the elec-
toral register and lists of
users of local services — lib-
raries, schools and social

, Services — as well as house

sales.

----------------------------------

................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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ening rate) compared with
5,000 a head for the ‘Falk-
land Islanders’ in the Malvi-
nas

Meanwhile British banks
are vulnerable to the prob-
lems of the region, with
Lloyds and the Midland get-
ting a quarter of their in-
come from interest pay-
‘ments from Latin American
countries, and Barclays and
the NatWest 10 per cent.

Thatcher’s policies are
also influenced by anxiety at
the inability of the region to
go on paying. In 1987, a third
of the debts had to be written
down; the IMF has moved in

'to insist on policies to

plummetting commodity
prices

Although Latin American
countries increased exports

by 19 per cent since 1982,
their income fell as commod-
1ty prices fell by 21 per cent.

Thatcher denied aid to
Nicaragua; ‘political, In-
dustrial and commercial
considerations alongside our
basic development objec-
tive’ (as one Tory put it In
pariiament) led to quite a
different allocation of money

— 31p a head for Bolivia and

1.72 a head for Jamaica
(countries where child mal-
nutrition is rising at a fright-

squeeze as much as possible
from the poor in a region
where already 50 million, 13
per cent of the people, are
hungry.

In 1986 alone $22 billion left
Latin America and the
Caribbean.

In the Falklands Malvinas
war, Thatcher’s task force
victory was secured only
with help from Pinochet's
Chile, and, according to Bob
Woodward’s recent book on
the CIA, ‘Veil’, help from US
intelligence too.

The Torles’ hypocrisy is
well described in the book.

CPAG warns that vast
numbers of people, unable to
pay, will disenfranchise
themselves to avoid being
traced. They would also
probably avoid using local -

authorit
nities, often those needed by
the poorest people.

éPlans for the destruction |
of local democracy are now complete. The
government’s tanks are now moving into place
around every town hall. Battle will commence in
the autumn. From then on local government is
likely to suffer a series of blows from which it
will be extremely fortunate to recover. Britain
will be more than ever a centrally managed
state, with power concentrated in Whitehall.g

Financial Times, 17 August 1987

services and ame-

If they are tracked down
by the army of snoopers the
scheme will need, non-
payers, after a warning, can
have their goods seized and
ultimately face prison. The
pamphlet warns that
‘attachment of earnings’ to
take the tax direct from

wages is being considered.

The calculations used to
work out how much each
person will pay are based on
100 per cent retrieval. If only
80 per cent pay up, the aver-
age £6.62 a week charge 1n
Scotland would rise to £8.19.

Collection

The task of collection will
be enormous as 15 per cent of
the population move house in
any one year- and in some
inner city areas a quarter of
the population change
address each year.

A major preoccupation of
the Tory government is
‘accountability’, the require-

" ment that all local voters are

tax payers, and vice versa.
They believe that then, parti-
cularly where the tax is high,
councillors who will ruth-
lessly cut and privatise ser-
vices (Tories, SDPers, Liber-
als and right-wing
Labourites) will be voted in.

This purely political
aspect has been expressed

clearly by Tory ministerl

Nicholas Ridley:

‘Above all (sic) the new
system will remove from
Liverpool that poisonous

power base on which ex-
tremism thrives — the pow-
~ er base of spending without

local accountability.’

- Package

Specifically, CPAG shows

that the poll tax package will
mean central government
control of local government
finance will rise from 44 per
cent to 75 per cent in Eng-
land, 65 to 85 per cent in
Wales and 55 to 80 per cent in
Scotland. It comments:

‘This centralisation will
remove decision-making
from local authorities to cen-
tral government ministers

and bureaucrats. Contrary

to the rhetoric of ‘‘local
accountability’’, 1t will furth-
fr remove power from elec-
ors.’

The pamphlet points out

@® The tax is regressive: a
family with an income of 75
to 100 a week would contri-
bute about four times as
much of their net income as
a family on 500-plus.

@® House prices will rocket
when the existing rates sys-
tem, essentially a property
tax, goes.

@ The tax is a blow to ‘com-

munity care’: carers for

elderly or disabled relatives

are more likely to be living
in households with two or
more adults, and all will be
liable to pay.

® Young peéple will' be
brought into the local tax net
for the first time. They are
likely to face the most
harassment from the investi-
gating authorities

® The poll tax will not
apply in the six counties
of the north of Ireland

@® Overseas visitors liv-
ing here will have to pay

@ Landlords of houses in
multiple occupancy will
pay a collective poll tax
which they will have to
recoup from their tenants

® Council tenants are
likely to receive a sepa-
rate poll tax bill rather
than paying their rates
with their rent

Poli

In 1381 a poll tax
sparked a violent peasant
uprising. Today the battle
must unite the entire
labour movement. in all

its aspects, its political

parties, the trade unions
in general, the trade un-
ions specifically involved
in supplying services or
applying the tax, com-

- mumity organisations

and ethnic groups - with

demands on Labour coun-

cillors and MPs to take up
the fight.

Struggle

It'is vital to see this
struggle in the context of
the defence of local ser-

vices — housing, educa-

tion, health- amenities —
and in terms of communi-
ties coming to control

these resources them-

selves through their own
organisations.

Carey Oppenheim has
made an extremely valu-

‘able contribution by set-

ting the poll tax in the
context of a more sinister
plan to increase the gov-
ernment’s stranglehold
on individuals and local
affairs.

Bernard Franks

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------

....................................................................................................................................................
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While the arms embargo
against Chile was being
lifted in 1980, the Tory gov-
ernment found it convenient

not to know about the cap-

ture and torture of a British
citizen in Chile. The follow-

ing year Britain abstained

on a UN resolution conde-
mning Chile’s record on hu-
man rights.

Before the Malvinas war
enabled Thatcher to see
clearly the atrocities of Gal-
tieri’s military rule in
Argentina, Whitelaw had
closed the door to political
refugees from there.

While trading happily with
military regimes throughout
the continent, which govern-
ment did Britain condemn
for failing to hold elections?

ary personnel.

The economy of Belize 1is
dependent on Britain’s milit-
ary base there — 1,800

Why, Grenada. So Britain . i

acquiesced — in spite of dis-
quiet on the Tory backben-
ches at a violation of the
queen’s sovereignty — in the

illegal US invasion of Grena-
da in October 1983.

This book argues that the
election of Thatcher’s gov-
ernment in 1979 led to
changes in the relations be-
tween Britain and Latlin
America, with an immediate
resumption of arms saies
and the fraining of key milit-
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troops, Harrier jets and
Rapier muissiles.

Britain is there, argues the
book, not simply because it

Front cover of ‘The Thatcher Years’

..........................................................................................................................................

is a jungle training ground,
~but because Reagan’s Un-
~ited States wants its ally

there. Belize is also the site
of a US propaganda station
aimed at undermining the
Sandinistas.

There are rumours that
arms for the Contras have
been routed via Belize, im-
plying British complicity.

The thrust of the book’s

argument is the subservi-
ence to Reagan of Thatch-

er’s policies in Latin Amer-
ica. Other examples include
British acquiescence in the

invasion of Grenada, sup-

porting the American
‘splashing dominoés’ theory
of ‘communist’ influence,

and British observers giving -

credibility to elections in El
Salvador, which was impor-
tant to the US and of little
significance to Britain.

And finally the evidence
for British help to the Con-
tras is assessed; North’s evi-
dence points, at the very
least, to an official blind-eye
to the activities of British-
based mercenaries.

Bridget Dixon
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LETTERS

Farida Bibi
stays

AFTER months of struggle
to keep Farida Bibi in Bri-
tain, ‘a victory can be de-
clared.

~On 22 December 1987
Timothy Renton, Minister
for Immigration, announced
the decision to allow Farida
Bibi to stay in Britain. The
precise wording was:

‘Because of the exception-
al circumstances of this case
which proved beyond doubt
that Farida Bibi is the natu-
ral daughter of Nazar Hus-
sain, we grant permission
that she be allowed to stay in
Britain on indefinite leave.’

- The ‘Let Farida Bib1 Stay
Campaign’, which began af-
ter Farida was threatened
with immediate deportation
and went into hiding in April
1987, has consistently fought
for her right to stay In
Derby.

DNA genetic testing, de-
veloped at Leicester Uni-
versity, proved conclusively
the identity of Farida’s
mother and father, and ex-
posed the injustice of the

' Law Courts which had main-

tained that she was not the
daughter of Nazar Hussain.

The campaign was only in
existence for a short period
of time but the family’s
struggle lasted over 15
years. Nazar Hussain was
. naturalised a British citizen
over 20 years ago, and then

had to fight to bring his fami-
ly to join him. ;
Campaign funds were
raised from local organisa-
tions such as the Pakistan
Association, the Indian Asso-
ciation and the Derby
Trades Union Council. Der-
by Campaign for Racial
Equality and the Pakistan
Centre lent premises without

“cost.

The campaign brought
together individuals and
groups within Derby and un-
ited with other campaigns
fighting the racist immigra-
tion laws - the ‘Som Raj
Defence Campaign’ and the
‘Viraj Mendis Defence Cam-
paign’ in particular.

The DNA test was seen as
a tactical weapon to be used
to prove the relationship of
Nazar and Farida beyond
any doubt.

The overall strategy was
the struggle against the
class nature of the racist

immigration laws and on

many occasions the cam-
paign committee stressed
this.

All those battling against
those laws will recognise the
terrible trauma and heart-
break faced by families
which, like Nazar’s, have ex-
hausted the procedures of
law. They must fight with
any methods at hand.

The immigration officials
denied Farida a further stay
to take the DNA test, which
placed her father in an in-
tolerable position, so she
went into hiding until the
result of the test.

Board. L

While she waited from
April until the test became
available in June, the cam-
paign worked at publicising
the wider issues involved.

The test cost-over £500, and
the Hussain family and their
friends thank all those who
gave money. .

The Committee also
thanks all those in Britain
who have helped in our fight
and thanks the Workers Re-
volutionary Party and Work-
ers Press for their support to
win this fight. -

This was a small victory in
the continuing struggle
against racism and 1m-
migration laws; the ‘Farida

‘Bibi Campaign’ will aid any-

one fighting against these
laws. -

Zbigniew Wojcik

Co-ordinator

Let Farida Bibi Stay Cam-

paign

Please send _oUr"'le’ttérs to Workers' ) ndc —
s SWO 7QS. Letters do not necessarily reflact the views of the Editorial -

Sohering
equivalents

IN an interview on BBC, 18
February 1988, the prime
minister, Mrs. Margaret
Thatcher, referring to the
RUC said: |

‘Just remember that back-
ground, 2,600 murders — the
equivalent in Great Britain if
you translate that proportion
g; ~ Ot(l)l:, population would be

Press, PO Box 745, London

for reasons of space. -

The prime minister should

also just remember that 126
innocent civilians have been
murdered by the British
army and RUC in Northern
Ireland, some of them chil-
dren like the plastic bullet
victims. By simple arithme-
tic that would be the equiva-

lent of 4,200 in Great Britain.

By similar arithmetic the
equivalent of IRA members
killed, many of them victims
of a shoot-to-kill policy,
would be 4,000 in Great Bri-
tain, and the equivalent of
loyalists murdered by the
British army would be 500 in

Great Britain.

- Fr Raymond Murray

Health
authority
summonsed

A SUMMONS has been
served on the City and Hack-
ney Health Authority by
J plllm and Annette Moner-
ville.

They wish to gain access to
medical records covering
their son Trevor’s visits to
Homerton hospital while in
the custody of Stoke Newing-
ton police. < |

Trevor Monerville, aged
19, was missing from his
family from 10.50 p.m. on 1
January to 8.30 a.m. on 3
January 1987, and in that

They shoot children:

‘the.use of rubber and plastic bu
A NEW edition of ‘They shoot children’ was published on 28

January.

First published in 1982, the report received wide publicity
and helped to highlight a hitherto hidden scandal. But since
then the situation has got worse, not better. . |

Three more people have been killed by plastic bullets in the
North of Ireland and many more have been injured. Further,
the British police are now equipped and trained to use the
weapons, and police armed with plastic bullets were de-
ployed on British streets for the first time on 6 October 1985,
at the Broadwater Farm estate in north London.

New material in the second edition includes accounts of the

deaths of Stephen McConomy, John Downs and Keith White
(p 37), a full list of all those giving basic information on each

case (centre pages) and an account of the authorities’

preparations to

eploy the weapons in Britain (p 39).

The United Campaign Against Plastic Bullets, which gives
information about the number of people injured by the
weapons and of relatives of those killed by them, has said:
‘The booklet provides a powerful and compelling argument
against the use of plastic bullets and their predecessors,
rubber bullets. We have distributed numerous copies to
individuals and organisations throughout the world. It is vital
that this booklet be read by the British public so that they will
come to know what is being done in their name by their
government in Northern Ireland.” (Mrs. Clara Reilly, tel:

0232-622854).

‘They shoot children’ is available from good bookshops for
75p or for £1, including postage from: Information on Ireland,
PO Box 958, London, W14 OJF. .
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rr- pight
refuse?

BRITISH army chiefs refused an offer by a
German commander to evacuate French civi-
lians from Le Havre as the Royal Armoured

Corps were about to launch an attack on the

German-held town in 1944.

This is why William
Douglas-Home, captain
tank commander, re-
fused to take part in the
operation which lead to
the death of 2,000 civi-
lians. As a result he was
court-martialled,
cashiered and sentenced
~ to a year’s imprisonment
with hard labour.

Douglas-Home claims that
he had a right to refuse this
unreasonable order and is

now considering asking the
Ministry of Defence to

reopen his case.

Now aged 75, Douglas-
Home has been moved to
consider an appeal after
hearing that ‘The investiga-
tors in the Waldheim inquiry
talked about the Nuremberg
trials precedent, and the
long-established tradition of
soldiers not being punished
for disobeying certain
orders.’ |

It seems in order to ask
whether this ‘long-
established tradition’ ap-
plies to soldiers in the north
of Ireland

3

llets in the North of Ireland

.??: =

murdered by the British army

International w.omen’s day

PICKET DURHAM

| END BRITISH TORTURE!

Saturday 12 March
women only events

Details from:
c/o Irish POW Campaign

PO box 540 Sparkhill,
Birmingham Bl}
Creche details supplied by writing
to' above PO box with details.

'i

etters may be cut fo

time was taken to Homerton
hospital on two occasions.
His father made repeated in-
quiries to the police and was

informed on each occasion

that they had no knowledge
of his son’s whereabouts.

Through his own efforts
Monerville traced his son to
Brixton prison medical wing
lying on a mattress on the
floor — his naked body co-
vered with serious bruises
from head to toe. Within two
days Trevor had to undergo
brain surgery.

The Monervilles believe

that the medical records will
reveal how Trevor sustained
his injuries, particularly as
his second visit to the hospit-
al took place shortly after he
was forcibly finger-printed
by six police officers and his
physical condition had clear-
ly deteriorated. They also
believe that they will find out
whether their son suffered
further injuries when held on
remand in Brixton prison
medical wing and whether
there are further grounds for
a claim of negligence arising
out of the treatment he re-
ceived at Homerton hospital.

Family and Friends

of Trevor Monerville Cam-
. paign

Family Centre

50 Rectory Road

London, N16 7QY
Telephone: 01-249-0193

THANKS for all your let-
ters. Keep them rolling
in! But no more than 500
words, or you may be cut.

| No lead at

-

KEN LIVINGSTONE

PTA meeting

A CHANCE to mobilise
the Irish community was
missed on Monday night
when a packed meeting in
Kilburn, west London,
held in response to the
case of ‘the Birmingham
Six, the Stalker Affair
and the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, waited in

vain to hear what they
should do now.

In an anti-climax after
an interesting speech,
Ken Livingstone said we
had to keep raising the
case of the framed pris-
oners, especially i1n
America. The audience,
most of whom are unlike-
ly ever to see America,
were then told to join the
local Labour Party.

The highlight of the
evening came when Lilly
Hill, the mother of Paul
Hill of the Guildford
Four, spoke passionately
about the treatment of
her son and the other
framed prisoners.

Doing ‘a Stilcott’

BY MIKE HOWGATE

BARRISTER Courtney Griffiths told a press conference on
23 February that a report by Amnesty International:
‘Alleged forced admissions during incommunicado deten-
tion’ and details instances where ‘police broke the law or
subverted its spirit’. Several members of the legal profession
and community leaders held the press conference on the
report on the Broadwater Farm trials.

Courtney also stated that a
new term had entered the
vocabulary of the robing
room (where lawyers get de-
cked out in their fancy
dress). ‘Doing a Silcott’
means: getting a conviction
on non evidence.

Sharon Raghip’s husband

is one of the three with a life

sentence. She said: ‘Winston
Silcott came the worst out of
it’. Silcott received his sav-
age sentence, despite there
being no reliable witness, on
his own confession, which
was able to locate him at the
incident. |

Local law worker, Debbie
Wilde stressed that the
police organised 271 almost
indiscriminate raids which
netted them 297 suspects
who were arrested or in-
terrogated. Out of these only
94 (i.e 25 per cent) were inter-
viewed with solicitors pre-
sent. -

It seems probable tha
many waived their rights
under duress.

Of the 49 subsequently
brought to trial (41 on the
basis of confessions), 27 were
acquitted.

She also said that juveniles
were particularly targeted
in the early days of the in-
vestgation. She outlined inst-
ances of the type of duress
they were subjected to on
arrest and during police
questioning. |

One 15 year-old was taken
from his home at gun point in
his underwear. Many were
kept similarly clothed for the

| maximum 36 hours Incom-

municado. They were
threatened with lengthy de-
tentions or being brought

within the ambit of the mur-

der charge in order to induce
them to plead guilty to a
lesser charge or make state-
ments. -

Many also complained of
being racially insulted and
otherwise pressured by the

police. The Amnesty Inter-
national report states: ‘Sus-
pects say that they were told
by the police that they would
be kept in detention until
they made a statement to the
police or that friends or
family would be arrested if
they did not confess; and
that the police were behav-
ing in a threatening manner,
e.g banging their fists on the
table, shouting at the sus-
pect, smashing cups against

‘the wall  while threatening

that the suspect’s head
would be smashed next.’

In the case of juveniles
brought before the court,

evidence of this method of
police intimidation was

‘enough to get them ac-

quitted.

Not so for the adults. The
state was out to make an
example and individual guilt
or innocence was not the
question. -

The old colonial method of
communal punishment and
reprisal was the order of the
day. This meant that injus-
tice had to be seen not to be
done in order to cow the
black community.

Courtney Griffith stressed
that the way forward was to
internationalise the struggle
(referring here to the inter-
national call of human
rights). He said the law by
itself in highly political
situations could not be relied
on, especially the judiciary.

Benjamin Abelobe empha-
sised that the reply of the
Police Federation to the re-
port was to make personal
attacks and accuse Amnesty
International of supporting
the Broadwater Farm De-
fence Committee in order
not to take up the substance
of the issues raised.

Demonstration: 18 March;

" picket outside Tettenham

Police Station, 6-8p.m.
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Personal Column

When

starvelings
arose

ing or bizaare it may be, there’s a

nugget of truth worth dmentanglmg
from the cobwebs of prejudice and ignor-
ance that conceal it.

A Metropolitan Police commissioner —
not the present incumbent but his diminu-
tive predecessor — told an American
Journahst a few years back that ‘in the
Jamaicans, you have people who are con-
stitutionally disorderly . It’s simply in
their make-up. They are conshtutlonally
disposed to be antl-authonty’

Here’s a neat example of police racism: a
smug justification for ‘hard’ policing of
ethnic minorities and inner cities. And it’s
notorious that similar views, albeit more
coarsely expressed, abound in the lower
‘ranks of the pohce

Leaving aside Sir Kenneth Newman’s
vulgar subsumptlon of British-born black
people under the label ‘Jamaicans’, it is of
course absurd to suppose that skin pig-
mentation has anything to do with dis-
orderliness or opposition to authority, any
more than it has to do with intelligence or
-musical talent.

But when you examine the history of
the real Jamaica and the real Jamaicans
you find this nugget of truth: that under
British rule theirs was above all a history

of unceasing resistance to that rule.

As Orlando Patterson pointed out in his
‘Sociology of Slavery’ (1967), during the
island’s 180 years of slavery under British
rule ‘hardly a decade went by without a

I N many a stereotype, however mislead-

serious, la.rge-scale revolt threatening the

entire system’.

A decisive part in the 1833 emancipa-
tion of the slaves was played by the last of
those slave uprisings: the so-called ‘Bap-

tist War’ of 1831-1832, which mobilised
60,000 slaves over an area: -of 750 square
miles.

A ‘Black Regiment’ of 150 slaves with
50 guns was formed under the command
of a carpenter and a wagon-driver; other
slaves organised themselves into com-
panies, each responsible for guarding its
estate boundaries and sending intelligence
reports to regimental headquarters.

Within a week the insurgents controlled
the entire western interior of Jamaica and
had cut off all communications across the
island. But the rebels, however successful
against the militia, could not hold their
own against regular froops.

Resistance to British rule continued
after slavery came to an end. The Morant

Bay peasants’ rebellion of 1865 — when

rebels burnt down a court-house and kil-
led magistrates, militiamen, and planters
— was savagely suppressed by the noto-
rious Governor Edward Eyre, who had
439 people shot or executed and 600,
including women, ﬂogged with the utmost
barbarity.

The major blow against British im-
perialism struck by the workers and
peasants of Britain’s biggest Caribbean
colony came in the great rebellion of
April-J une 1938, whose 50th anniversary
will soon be .upon us.

For three months the Jamaican masses
downed tools, marched in demonstrations,
looted shops, cut telephone wires, put up
road-blocks, tore down bridges, burnt
crops, besieged the rich in their houses,
and — armed only with sticks and stones
— fought back against armed police pat-

- rols and troops with the same courage and

tenacity that the Palestinian masses are
daily displaying against their tormentors.

After years of sporadic unrest, the rising
began with a strike at the Frome estate in
Westmoreland parish. More than 100
armed police were rushed in, and they

killed four people of whom two were
women, one elderly, the other pregnant.

In retaliation, the strikers set fire to the
sugar-cane fields. In Kingston, dockers,
public service workers, and transport
workers came out on strike and thousands
marched through the city centre, only to
have their demonstration broken up by

police wielding truncheons.
The strikers fought back with stones
and threw up barricades, smashed street
lamps to hamper night patrols, overturned
rubbish bins to set on fire those hated
buildings that symbolise imperialist rule.
Troops were brought in, and they shot
dead a woman and her young son.

But when the capital had been subdued
the uprising spread to the rest of the
island. In Spanish Town the sanitary
workers came out, and there was soon a

general strike. Montego Bay dockers,
when they heard the news from ngston

came out on strike and staged a hunger
march. Soon the railwaymen joined in.

There was a series of rolling strikes as
sugar and banana workers marched from
estate to estate to spread the movement.
Everywhere there were fierce clashes with
police and troops.

Four people were killed in the small
town of Islington, in St Mary parish. Here,

when police arrived and started confiscat-

ing the sticks some people were carrying,
a man called Edgar Daley refused, declar-
ing: ‘No, not 'a raas. You have you gun. I
have my stick.” He was bayoneted and his

back was broken with rifle butts.

In Trelawney parish, on the north coast,
a seaplane from the Royal Navy cruiser
‘Ajax’ dispersed crowds outside a sugar
factory by diving at them.

Thus the uprising was in the end sub-
dued by the British rulers’ superior
weapons. Of the 480 people convicted
afberwards two, S. Kerr Coombs and H. C.
Buchanan, were sent down for six months
after they had exposed palice brutality in
St James parish.

But, though defeated, this struggle was
by no means in vain. In the first place, like
the 1937 struggles in Trinidad and Barba-
dos (which I wrote about here on October
24), its immediate result was the emerg-
ence of a substantial trade union move-
ment. |

Secondly, the 1938 uprising induced the
British Colonial office to concede to
Jamaica, six years later, a long-overdue
constitutional reform, with (for the first
time) universal adult suffrage and an
elected lower house.

Thirdly, the Jamaicans’ struggle and

teter Fryer

where in the Caribbean contributed signi-
ficantly if indirectly, to the wmmng of
mdependence from Britain.

The workers and peasants of Jamaica,
Trinidad, and Barbados — and those of
British Guiana, British Honduras, St
Lucia, and St Kitts, too — had shown
British imperialism in the 1930s just what
to expect if it tried to keep its boot across
their necks.

This national liberation struggle that
climaxed in the Jamaican uprising of 1938
caused the British government to set up,
later that year, the Moyne Commission
which investigated social and economic
conditions in the British West Indies.

This Commission’s report was so devas- -

tating, and so embarrassing for the Brit-
ish authorities, that it was suppressed for

the duration of the Second World War and

didn’t see the light until 1945.

It told of ‘pitiable’ conditions: starvation

wages; totally inadequate education; ‘de-
crepit’ and ‘deplorable’ housing with leak-
ing roofs, rotten flooring, and a lack of

. light; and a high incidence of yaws, tuber-

culosis, malaria, worm infection, bowel

_ diseases, and respiratory mseases

This was the state of Britain’s Carib-
bean colonies after several centuries of
absolute rfile. And these were the condi-

tions, unimproved ten or fifteen years
later, that led Caribbean settlers to seek a |

better life in the ‘Mother Country’ from
1948 on.

Further reading

THE indispensable book on slave re-

volts in the British Caribbean 1s
Michael Craton’s ‘Testing the Chains:
Resistance to Slavery in the British
Wes)t Indies’ (Cornell Umversny Press,
1982

On the 1938 uprising in Jamaica, Ken |
‘Arise Ye Starvelings: The

Post’s
Jamaican Labour Rebellion of 1938 and
its Aftermath’ (The Hague, Martinus
Nijhoff, 1978), though spattered with
sociological jargon, does give a good
idea of what took place. - .

those of their brothers and sisters else-
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‘BLACK male genocide’ is what Profes-
sor Robert Staples of the University of
California, San Francisco, calls it (in a
recent issue of ‘Black Scholar’). Despite
the legal ending of segregation and the
high profile of blacks on TV and in some
walks of life, American capitalism has
by no means solved the race problem

New aspects
of racism

inherited from slavery.

Institutional racism
remains deeply
embedded; it falls
most heavxly upon
black males. :

According to Staples,

black males face the fol-

lowing problems in the
1980s:

@ While black men account
for only six per cent of the
population in the United
States, they make up half of
its male prisoners.

® The majority of the 20,000
Americans killed in crime-
related incidents are black
men.

® Over 35 per cent of all
black men in US cities are
drug and alcohol abusers.

® 18 per cent of black males

drop out of high school.

® A quarter of the victims of
'AIDS are black men.

@® Over 50 per cent of black
men under 21 are unem-
ployed.

@ 46 per cent of adult black
males have .incomes below
the official poverty line.
For reasons which have to
be explained, black men are
the most vulnerable to the
‘ravages of capitalism.

Appearances seem to deny
this. There is a very visible
‘black middle class, some
catering for the black com-
munity as doctors, lawyers,
clergy and so on, others in
fields like sport and enter-
tainment.

In fact the kind of jobs in
which black males work

- R~

[ BY GEORGE LORMIN

have been shrinking. At the
same time, the Reagan

“administration has manipu-

lated white public opinion to
convince white workers that
they were being discrimin-

ated against in favour of
blacks.

Attacks on blacks have
multiplied in white neigh-
bourhoods, on college cam-
puses and other public
places.

Reagan’s policies, which
have made the rich richer
and the poor poorer, have
inevitably discriminated
against blacks, most of
whom are concentrated in
the poorest one-fifth of all
families.

Studies of property dis-
tribution show that 99 per
cent of all US wealth is own-

ed by whites.

Black males find it in-
creasingly difficult to move
into better jobs. Black work-
ers have lost from the trans-
fer of manufacturing facili-
ties to low-wage countries by
the multi-national corpora-
tions and from new immig-
rants from Asia and Latin
America who have taken
low-paying jobs formerly
held by blacks. |

So-called ‘black capital-
ism’. has proved to be a delu-
sion. Of the top executives of
America’s 1,000 largest cor-
porations only four are

black.
~ Blacks have lost ground in

s -

inthe USA

business in recent years and
black-owned businesses are
mostly confined to services
and retail trade, often cater-
ing mainly for the black
community. |

Many blacks who have
made. 1t as entertainers or
sportsmen give credence to
the myth of black success.
For example the highly
rated Cosby Show depicts a
black farmly which is far
from being typical of the
lives of the majority of black
Americans.

Many avenues are closed
to blacks by invisible racial
barriers. -

Meanwhlle the unpressmn
is encouraged that black

poverty, unemployment, low

level of education, crime and
family instability are attri-
butable to race rather than
enviromental conditions.

Black males are trapped

in a vicious circle of poverty
from which, for many, crime
seems the only way out.

Poor education excludes
them from many jobs, while
jobs not requiring education-
al qualifications have de-
creased 1n number.

Ironically, as Staples
points out, ‘the job most typi-
cally offered to uneducated
and young black males is

that of the minimum wage

security guard, an occupa-
tion that entails protecting
the property and person of
affluent whites from other

- . -

black males of the under
class’.

Even college-educated
blacks are four times more
likely to be unemployed than
white graduates.

Black males are disprop-
ortionately affected by the
ravages of inner-city life.
Hence- their implication in
crime and drug-taking and

trafficking. These provide

- short cuts to money and

wealth, the only way open to
ghetto-dwellers. Hence, to
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the horror of white refor-

-mers, ‘drug dealers often be-

come heroes to ghetto

“youth’.

Many embark on a life of
crime as an illusory way out,
only to swell the ranks of the
prison population. When not
1in gaol they come to depend
upon ailcohol and drugs to
blot out their awareness of

their superfluous existence.

In the meantime, black
males do much of the dlrty

and heavy work and recelve
the lowest wages..
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Staples ends on an optimis-
tic note.

‘The contradlctlons of

capitalism,” he writes ‘are
reaching a crisis point, and
its ability to use racism to

- divide workers is at the point

of diminishing returns.

‘Disenfranchised white
farmers and steel workers
may discover their com-
monality with unemployed
black teenagers in Harlem.’
Black men have a leading

role to play

' =
.........




Page 14 Workers Press Saturday Febriary 27 1988

ROBSON'S CHOICE

FOn Saturdag at 6.35p.m.
(Radio 3), Philip Martin
plays piano pieces by Chab-
rier, Faure, Debussy and
Poulenc. At ».m. (BBC2),
final episode of Tutti Frutti.
At 10p.m. (Radio 3), Camden
Jazz Festival features the
music of Willem Breuker. At
10.10p.m. (BBC 2), a comedy
by Yan Xueshu, set in the
Chinese province of Shaanxi,
In the Wild Mountains. At
11p.m. (Radio 4), Fallen
Arches, by Step hen Sher-
idan. At 11.50p.m. (C4), Sid-
ney Lumet’s screen version
of Equus.

On Sunday, at 7.30p.m.
(Radio 3), Mendelssohn’s
oratorio Elijah direct from
the Barbican Hall. At
8.45p.m. (C4), Ten Great Wri-
ters presents the life and
work of Italian dramatist
Luigi Pirandello. At
10.15p.m. (Radio 4), final
gprogramme in the six-part
review of the vear 1968, The
Year of Dreams. At
10.25p.m. (C4), John Ford’s
classm western My Darling
Clementine. At 10 30p.m.
(ITV), The South Bank Show
examines the life and work
of American artist Jackson
Pollock. At 12.15p.m. (C4),
Senegalese director Ous-
mane Sembene’s delightful

On Monday, at 3p.m.
(BBC2), Chronicle shows how
unique Egyptian temples
were rescued from the rising
waters of the Aswan High

- Dam in the early ’70’s. At

8.10p.m. (BBC2), Horizon in-

vestigates a new drug to

treat incurable cancer, cur-
rently on trials in the US. At
10p.m. (Radio 3), Edith Vogel
plays Beethoven’s Diabelli
Variations. At 1llp.m.
(BBC1), Business Matters in-
troduces Dr Rosabeth Kat-
ner, a management ‘con-
sulatant’ in such demand
that companies will pay her
?plkt'o $70,000 for an hour’s
alk!

On Tuesday, at 7.30p.m.

(Radio 4), File on 4, the first

of two special reports on the
NHS. At 8.30p.m. (BBC1),
Wildlife on One. At 9.30p.m.
(BBC1), Malcolm McKay’s
play, Airbase. At 9.40p.m.
(Radio 3), a play by Peter
Cox, Tickertape and V-
Signs. At 10.35p.m. (ITV),
First Tuesday.

On Wednesday, at
3.10p.m. (Radio 3, the first of
three programmes on the
career and art of the Ger-
man-born soprano Lotte
Lehmann. At 745p.m. (Radio
4), part three of Lenin of the

in Poetry Now. At 9.15p.m.
(Radio 4), The Tsar S
Friends, an account of a
group of Yorkshire Quakers
who were invited to St
Petersburg in 1818 to drain
100,000 acres of marshland
around the city. At 9.25p.m.

(BBC2), A Very Peculiar

Practice. At 10. 20p.m.
(BBC2), the documentar
series Up North this wee
looks at the black economy
in rural Lincolnshire.

On Thursday, at 4.15p.m.
(Radio 3), Scriabin and Stra-
vinsky in Russian Piano
Music for Four Hands. At

9.30p.m. (C4), Mike Newell’s }

film, Dance with a Stranger.

On Friday, at lla.m.
(Radio 4), Analysis investi-

gates the Japanese eco-|

nomy. At 7.10p.m. (BBC2), a

documentary on the Otto- |

man Empire, Suleiman the
Magnifi

and Margaretta D’Arcy in

the series Whose is the King- B
 dom? At 9.30p.m.
Arena presents An Andalu- §
Journey, al

(BBC2),

cian
documentary about the

flamenco of southern Spain.

At11.10p.m. (BBC2), Feman-
del stars in Autant-Lara’s
farce, The Red Inn.

ificent. At 8p.m. (Radio
3), third play by John Arden BB

A scene from Equus (Saturday)

and Dance with _a. strangef (77'"'30810“

Rovers. At 7.55p.m. (Radio
3), recent unpublished poems

Students
anger at
Baker Bill

: BY MARIAN BURROWS -

THOUSANDS of students throughout South Wales
responded to a one-day strike call by NUS Wales on 11
February and demonstrated in opposition to Kenneth
Baker’s Education Reform Bill.

Some college unions organised only half-day or
‘work-in’ protests, but others planned and won an
all-out response, showing the widespread anger that is
lg);'l(lmving as knowledge increases about this Victorian

South and West Glamorgan colleges and the univer-
sities in Cardiff and Swansea were the most active.

Students from South Glameorgan Art College occu-
pied the County Education Office and won a sym-
pathetic response.

At West Glamorgan institute, NUS president Jon

political satire, Xala.

Townley proudly reported a 95 per cent strike. Stu-

dents picketed the gate all day, winning support from
many staff and turning back postal and Telecom vans.

t Hundreds of signatures were collected for the peti-
ion.

Jon explained: ‘This college will be one of those to
be virtually handed over to industry, threatening
courses not appealing directly to industry’s needs’.

The day before a General Body Meeting of students
had been warned by Penny Barefoot, deputy president
of NUS Wales, that the Bill will give 175 new powers to
the Secretary of State, and bring privatisation of
education onto the agenda.

A campaign is now underway to win support for the
national demonstration in London on 27 February and
a joint NUS/TUC lobby of parliament on 1 March.

But many students are rightly sceptical of one-day
events involving only students. This Bill has drastlc-
implications for all of education, bringing back class
divisions in schools which had begun to be eradicated
by the comprehensive system.

Family

A single mother of two
aged four and six, earning

lose £13.59 a week from
April. Couples with children

£70 a week before tax, will

Tom Scott Robson

Welish students march agalnst the Baker Bill

Children will be tested at 7, 11 and 13 to weed out the
‘failures’. Teachers will be pressurlsed to teach ‘to the

tests’.

The national curriculum will straightjacket subject
teaching; provisions for charging for ‘extra’ curricu-
lar subjects will be introduced, and opting out of local
education authority control will be led by a minority of
parents who favour a private education.

Clearly students will not defeat this Bill alone.
Labour Party guidelines explaining its implications
have been issued to all affiliated unions, but no wide
campaign to warn parents has been initiated .

What are they frightened of? This issue is as
fundamental as is defence of the health service. A
movement that linked the two could not just stop the
Bill, but bring down the government.

of benefit for the maximum
three months after he was
sacked for asking for one
day off a week. Why did he
need to make this request?

paid have a right to stand on
their own feet.’

Government figures admit
that at least one in three

credit
hits low
paid

"OVER 420,000 low paid work-
ers with children will be up
to 20 per cent worse off when
the new family credit system
is introduced in April,
according to official figures.

will suffer where there is
only one bread-winner.

Government figures show
that for many families,
gains from the new system
will be wiped out by cuts in
housing benefits.

S0 drastic are the mea-
sures that Tory MP, Sir
Brandon Rh sWﬂllams said
the system would produce:

‘An enormous sub-culture
for whom working and sav-
ing is not worthwhile. Even
the most destitute and low-

disqualifications are wrong;
from 1 April they are giving
themselves powers to dis-
qualify claimants for six
months. This is double the
current three-month max-
imum (increased two years
ago from the original six
weeks, unchanged, until
then, since 1911).

Low Pay Unit report —
‘Disqualifed from Benefit —
gives examples of the indis-
criminate imposition of the
the benefit qualifications.

A 17 year old was deprived

He worked. a 56-hour seven-
day week as a labourer in a
North East bus depot.

A worker was deprived of
benefits for three months.

His crime? He had an acci-

dent on the way to work, was
unconscious in hospital for
two days, and was sacked
because he failed to tele-
ph(;{ne the boss to say he was
sick!

Benefit officers are work-
ing under extreme pressure.
They are allowed 16 minutes
for a decision which could
lead to disqualification.
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Nuclear
waste
scandal

|BY BRONWEN HANDYSIDE

EVIDENCE detailing corrupt practlces in the European
nuclear industry involving the b)(rlpassmg of standard safety
procedures and indiscriminate dumping of nuclear waste

was exposed last week.

An official in the EEC Commission which has set up an
inquiry said ‘. . . there is nothing to stop ng]hgv radioactive
waste being dumped unmarked in umdent sites. There
are questions our scientists cannot answer and facts they
cannot find.’

The commission is concerned about inconsistencies in the
records on movements of nuclear waste between the Bel-
gian reprocessing plant at Mol and other centres in Holland,
Italy, Switzerland, and particularly West Germany.

Serious violations of safety procedures have been unco-
vered by the commission. An inquiry was set up after
accusations in West German newspapers of corruption and
ill al dumping by the West German firm Transnuklear. 200

igrams of plutonium were discovered in 321 barrels

‘marked as containing low grade waste.

Further inquiries are being undertaken by the Belgian
and West German governments, and by the European
parliament.

The commission has sent a letter to the Belgian govern-
ment outlining the inconsistencies it has found in the records
of transport of radioactive waste.

Part of it reads ‘The simplest explanation is that the
experts have seen only incomplete records. But it is

- impossible to rule out other explanations like the illicit

processing, storing or disposal of radioactive waste which

- might constitute infringement of the Community’s basic
- standards of radiation protection.’

So far no evidence has been found to sup}_)rort charges
made in the press that plutonium recovered from nuclear
waste passing through Mol had been diverted illegally to
Libya and Pakistan for use in the development of their
nuclear weapons programmes.

Speculation has always reigned in Britain that the reason
for the grimly determined commitment of Tory and Labour
governments to nuclear power has been because these
stations are effectively banned in the USA — mainly
through unprofitability — and the ‘second-rate’ world pow-
ers need somewhere to acquire reclaimed plutonium.

One thing is for sure, if West Germany is there, can
Britain be far behind?

Leo Tindemans, the Belgian foreign minister has already
expressed his disquiet over the increasing number of
investigations in several other EEC countries into the
functioning of nuclear power stations and processing cen-
res.

The European parliament will try to broaden the inquiry

- to cover the secret protocol between the British government

and Euratom (the EEC nuclear safeguards authoerity) which

~ includes nuclear safeguards at Sellafield.

Permission to release the terms of that secret agreement
has already been refused by the authorities on the grounds
that the arrangements covermg reprocessmg for military
purposes at Sellafield is a ‘matter of national security’.

Although it appears highly probable that some kind of
irregularities are occurring in the British nuclear industry,
the British public is not to know about it — presumably on
the grounds that it is better for you to be poisoned and blown
up by your own kind.
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BY TOM OWEN

| WAS watching the television

news in Barcelona last summer.
The Catalans now have a number
of Catalan fanguage channels.
One of the largest European
minority languages (2,000,000
speakers), Catalan was brutally
suppressed by Falangist reaction,
depriving all of us of its rich
mediaeval and contemporary liter-
atures.

| had just seen the outrageous

events of the Hungerford shootings

when a familiar theme tune came
from the box. Yes, it was ‘East
Enders’ dubbed into Catalan —
you could hear the melody echoing
around the crumbling tall tene-
ments and dark courtyards. And
sure enough Dirty Den, wheeling

and dealing and having his wicked
ways, was just as much an object
of fascination in the Iberian Penin-
sula as in the British Isles.

‘Why the enduring popularity of
such entertainment?’ is a fair ques-
tion. All European languages
which have access 1o television
have their own Soaps. The Welsh
have ‘Pobl y Cwm’ (People of the
Valley), though neither BBC nor
SC4 have got round to dubbing
‘East Enders’ into Welsh.

(Incidentally, ‘East Enders’ has
just made it to the great soap opera
over the water, the USA.)

The Brazillian and Mexican tele-
vision industries are dominated by
Soap productions. Soap is some-
thing that sells big in the Third
World'.

In Britain, I'm told, the theme

tune from ‘Neighbours’ is at the top

of the hit parade for under fives.

What gives this type of entertain-
ment its universal appeal?

Soaps certainly have a lot in
common. Their social location and

geography is as carefully chosen

as the style and shape of womens’
‘magazines. In Britain, for instance,

choices are made as to North or
South, working class or middle
class, and which variety of English

~is spoken.

This type of programme had a
particular evolution. Originally de-
vised as US radio programmes
designed to sell soap, the plots led
to their culmination at regular short
intervals where the principal pro-
tagonists actually advertise the
product.

The format still survives, with
periodic unresolved crises height-

ening the tension every 10 or '

twenty minutes to draw attention to
advertised products now outside
the frame of the narrative.

Soap prides itseif on a kind of
false realism. No matter in which
social class they are located,
whether the Dallas oil barons or
suburban Australia, they are pre-
sented as intimate chronicles of
‘real peoples” lives.

In fact they are little more than ’

elaborate social pantomimes. In
the case of the rich and powerful
they may provide a costumed fan-
tasy world of villainy and sexual
intrigue. But no matter what the
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A dubbing for Dirty Den

social geography the plots are still
inhabited with wicked witches,
scheming wizards, innocents and
hapless cinderellas mesting their
princes only to end in rags and
ashes on midnight’'s stroke.

Each episode is magnified by
‘'strong characters’ whose only
possibility of change is situational
— changes permutated in a way
that would baffle the most ardent
and ingenious football pool punter.
To add spice to the continuum,
more daring issues are introduced
— homosexuality, incest, aicohol-
ism, and sometimes a touch or two

from the ‘real world'.

A show such as ‘Brookside’,
which prides itself on its radical
realism, used the ex-Shrewsbury
building worker Ricky Tomlinson,
and has dealt with strikes and
trade union struggles.

This programme now seems to
have been brought back into line
with the ‘general political climate’.
Tomlinson’s recent crisis was to
lose his licence for a drink-driving
offence.

Perhaps the addition of hconest
Manchester sleuth Stalker as a

i LISTINGS

Listings published free for
labour movement organisa-
tions. Send details to arrive
by mid-day Monday for pub-
lication the following Thurs.

. PICKET DURHAM PRISON!
Stop strip searches! End Brit-
ish torture! On International
women's day Sunday March

SOUTH WALES

DEAN HANCOCK:
Oakdale - Eight year sent-

ence. Gartree Prison, nr Mar-
ket Harborough, Leicester.

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For
the release of Nelson Mandela
and all political prisoners in
South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South Afri-
can government. S Africa
I‘-\iguse, Trafalgar Sq — City

CAMPAIGN AGAINST
POLICE REPRESSION
(CAPR) Wkly planning migs
every Tues 7.30p.m. Stoke
Newington Community Centre,

Harborough, Leicester.

DURHAM
MICHAEL STEPHENSON:

VMDC London Support
Group Wkily Campaign Meet-
ings. Thursday evenings
7.30p.m. Camden Town Hall.
All welcome. (Further details:
01-837 1688.)

GREENHAM COMMON
WOMEN'S CAMP To ali
women — we are still here; we
stil need your support! Near
Newbury, Exit 13 on M4, or BR
Newbury, Berkshire.

BULLETIN OF THE IRISH
HUNGER STRIKE COM-

ham, Bl

CURRENT CON-
TROVERSIES IN EVOLU-
TION.A series of 10 lectures-
.Starting Thurs 14 Jan
7pm.L£1(includes light refresh-

ments).Lecturer Mike How-
gate. Venue Conway Hall, Red
Lion Sq, London. WC1.

BENEFIT for Irish Prisoners
Appeal and Troops Out
Movement, Old White Horse,
Brixton Rd, Thurs 10 Mar,

m. Entertainment by the
‘Jacket Potatoes’ and other
grougs. Raffle of toys made

y Gerry McDonnel and
other prisoners.

DEMONSTRATION AND

N 13. | pm. Organised by the Leswin Rd, N16. All welcome. MEMORATION COMMITTEE  RALLY. Organised by the Re-
IrishRepublican POW cam-  Contact: Box CAPR, 83 Black- (BIRMINGHAM) Now avail- ional Education Alliance.
| paign committee. stock Road, N4 (01-991 2938.) able on subscription: £2 per urday 12 March 12.30pm.
» - ’ ¥_ear (3 issues incl. pp). From:  Assemble Victoria Park Gates,

| | locfaidh Ar La ¢/o IHSCC, PO Leicester.

Against Repression In
Iran,has called a picket, onSa-
turday 27 FEB,from 11am to
1pm, outsideTurkish Airlines,
11 Hanover St, Wi(nearest
tube Oxford Ciccus).
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‘Brookside’ consuitant will provide
new inspiration. Maybe we will see
an Irish connection, although |
doubt it. Ali we're likely to get is the
‘constant recycling of situations and
plot devices. .

Eloguent testimony to this is the
statement of Angela Dobson, one
of ‘East Enders’ central characters,
who is leaving the well-paid role
because she feels she is only
programmed to repeat the round of

dipsomania, abstention and tem- .

porary liasons, unable to bring
anything new to deepen the part.

As a child | learned to read in my
mother tongue from a marvellois
children’s book ‘Llyfr Mawry Pla:’
(Big Book of the Children).

It featured a charming little duck
called ‘Will Cwac Cwac’. | was
suprised to see that this has been
made into a prize-winning cartoon
at the Cannes film festival. (I hope
it has been dubbed from Welsh.)

This attractive aid to literacy has
the same relationship to Donald
Duck and the militaristic propagan-
“Ya of Popeye as Soap has to
realist social drama.

| shall return to cartoons iater.
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- Wearmouth - Three year sent- WRP LECTURES

Room 301 Kingsway Princeton College, Sidmouth St.
off Grays Inn Rd. WC1
Thurs 3 Mar 7.30 pm The Thurs 10 Mar 7.30 pm The

Russian Revolution, Stalin- Fourth International Today
ism & Trotskyism. '

RUSSELL SHANKLAND: ence from June 1986. RF8756
Taff Merthyr - Eight year sent- HM Prison Acklington, Mor-
; g ence. Gartree Prison, Market peth, Northumbria.
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REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

LONG LARTIN

HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littleton,
Evesham, Worcs, WR11 5TZ
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence, 464984.
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence,
464989. \
PETER JORDAN, 15-year sentence,
H22338.
EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 131877. ’
GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 132016.
JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sentence,
B51715.
HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence, 338636.
VINCE DONNELLY, Life sentence,
274064.

_4 MAIDSTONE
HM Prison County Road, Maidstone,
Kent
SHAUN McSHANE, B75898
DONAL CRAIG, 4-year sentence, L40579.

PARKHURST

HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isle of
Wight, PO30 5NX

PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence,
342603. -

PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence 69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence, B75880.

PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.
CON McFADDEN, 20-year sentence,
130662. |

MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sent-
ence, L46486. o

EDDIE O’NEILL, 20-year sentence,
135722.

LEICESTER

H:CJ Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2
7

PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence, 1888.
GERARD McDONNELL, Life sentence,
B75882.

BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sentence,
B26380.

PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence, B75881.

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Oid Elvert Street,
Durham.
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sentence,
D25134.
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence, D25135.

REMAND PRISONERS:
BRIXTON
HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, Lon-
don SW2 5XF.

LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693
PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694.

LIAM QUINN, 49930

.
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This pamphlet outlines the case of framed Irish prisoners,
inclmfing the Birmingham Six and the Guildford Four.

Coples available from Free the Framed Irish Prisoners,
c/oBM 1320, London WC1 3XX.
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NURSES MUST NOT FIGHT ALONE

DEFENDN.H.S.

WORKERS PRESS
PUBLIC MEETING

WAKEFIELD INNOCENT MEN AND
HM P Prison Love Lane, Wakefield, W “":ﬁ%‘.‘?ﬁ‘:ﬁt’.‘é‘é’"‘ SPEAKER: John Simmonce, Choirmon

NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sentence,
B71644. -
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence,
119085 -
ALBANY
HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle of
Wight, PO30 5RS
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence, 119087.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence, 338638.
BILLY GRIMESy 10-year sentence, 78647.
SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence, 758661.
GARTREE
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Market
Harborough, Leics, LE16 7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sentence,

§ 463799.

STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sentence

758663.

JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence, 338635

PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-

ence.

ROY WALSH, Life serntence, 119083.
FRANKLAMND

HM Prison Finchale Ave. Brasside,

Durham

BRENDAN DOWD. Life sentence.

758662,

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM
Prison Styal, Wiimslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison Gar-
tree.

G.(DANNY) McNAMEE, 25-year sentence,
L48616, HM Prison, Parkhurst
PATRICK MclLAUGHLIN, 30-year sent-
ence, HM Prison, Gartree

GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison
PAUL HILL, 462778, HM Prison Long
Lartin. |
JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham.
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509493, HM Prison,
Long Lartin. -

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Prison, Long
Lartin.

BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison,
Womwood Scrubs.

GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison,
Gartree.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497, HM Pris-
on, Wormwood Scrubs.

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison, Gartree.
Wormwood Scrubs, Ducane Rd, Lon-
don, Wi12 OAE

They are al serving kife and in the case of
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Vietnam and Trotskyism:

~ An important new publication from the Communist League of

DATE:
TIME :
PLACE -

ADMISSION:
i NI

of the Charing Cross Hosp JSC
{in o personal capacity)

4 Morch 1988

7 30 pm

AEU Haoll {lounge) Robinson Roaod
Crawley -
50p (30p Strikers/Unwaged)

the struggle of the Tro

fight against Stalinism.

Now available from
New Park Publications Ltd.

21-25 Beehive Place, London SW9 7QR.

£2.95p. Please add 50p p&p.

Australia comprising a series of articles by Simon Pirani on
tskyists in Vietnam. Together with
- additional material from the Communist League, it makes this
booklet indispensable for all socialists concerned to leamn the
real history of the Trotskyist movement and it's life and death
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The TUC’s 5 March demonstrations in defence of the NHS 3

should be supported throughout the labour movement. It must
be made a stage in the campaign for united industrial action on

14 March against the Tory government. Book your coaches
now — bring your trade union banners. |
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SCOTTI

MARCH FOR NHS

-

SHIPYARD workers, engineers, steelmen and
council employees struck. alongside hospital
workers in Scotland last Wednesday in defence

of the health service.

There were marches in
Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Aberdeen, Dundee, Loch-
gilthead, Dumfries and
Inverness — against pri-

vatisation of Scottish hos-

pital services particular-
ly, and health cuts 1n
general

The first of Glasgow’s
45,000 demonstrators
reached George Square
an hour before the last
contingents left the Royal
Infirmary. It was the ci-
ty’s biggest march since
1981 — and not since the
Upper Clyde Shipyard’s
campaign of the early
1970s has such a crowd
turned out on a weekday.

No wonder police
snoopers were on the top
floor of buildings in
George Square with their
long range lenses!

The big hospital delega-
tions each numbered in
hundreds. Strathclyde
NALGO, Britain’s big-
gest union branch, staged
a solidarity walk-out: so
did Glasgow District’s
building, cleansing and

BY OUR
SCOTTISH
CORRESPONDENT

housing departments,
Govan shipyards, the
Clydebridge and Impe-
rial steelworks, and Coat-
bridge College teachers.

Civil servants at the
Cowglen National Sav-
ings Bank who voted to
strike received manage-
ment letters threatening
disciplinary action — but
their banner was there.

- So were those of the Sols-

girth miners, the fire-
men, students, and all
major unions.

‘The TUC, confed and
others should say to the
government: if we don’t
have the health service
we need, we won’t work
— then see how long Mag-

gie lasts’, Govan ship-

yard convenor Sammy
Gilmour. told the rally.
But it was a reflection of
popular sentiment, not a
definite proposal.

In fact no perspective at
all — except a call for the
Saturday 5 March demon-

stration in Stirling — was
offered by the main
speakers.

‘Even the Tory place men
on the health boards could
not be trusted to carry
through privatisation — that
i1s why Michael Forsyth
(Scotish Health Minister)
gave them an instruction,’
said STUC secretary, Camp-
bell .Christie.

‘We are committed to con-
tinuing the campaign until
he withdraws his instruction,
and provides proper funding
for the health service.’

No mention of throwing

Thatcher out, which was the
demand on every marchers’
lips.
- STUC chairman, Charles
Gallacher said: ‘The need
for a real inquiry into the
NHS’, and the fact that ‘For-
syth has gone too far’, should
be impressec on the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer.

It 1s the STUC leaders
themselves who need some-
thing impressing on them:
that they should co-ordinate
with the TUC in London,
mount a pre-budget day one-
day general strike on Mon-
day 14 March, and build up a
campaign of industrial ac-
tion which will force the
Tory government out of
office. |

There are fertile grounds
for such demands in Scot-
land following Wednesday’s
powerful and moving de-
monstration of working class
unity.

Huge marches in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dundee protested Tory policies on the NHS
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Scottish workers march agélnst privatisation and health cuts

ORKERS PRES

FEBRUARY FUN

In so far: £638.02 - -

As we go to ?ress, we need £1,362 to complete our fund. We

appeal to all our readers to send in donations and make
collections amongst your friends, family and workmates.
Workers Press is in the forefront of the campaign for the -
general strike on 14 March in support of the NHS workers.

We invite you to send in reports, photographs and letters.

Sell the paper discuss its contents and let us have your
views and comments.

We appeal to you to make sure we receive enough
final':cia support to enable Workers Press to continue
work.

e i Send donations to: |
.. = WRP Monthly Fund
; F PO Box 735

London SW9 7QS

ORKERS

- -

REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY -

Please send me information about the Workers Re-
volutionary Party. o | -

-

NamMe ..o date. e,
1Yo [0 [ (=3 I T O OT PP
Trade Union...................... Age (ifunder21).......................
SEND TO:

Secretary to the Central Committee

PO Box 735, London SW9
7QS :

: Printed by Presslink International (UK) Ltd. Unit 485 Castle Industrial Estate, Elephant Road, London SE17




