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Welcome to
Bosnian TU
delegation

THREE Bosnian trade unionists were due to arrive
in Britain this week to explain about the situation

_in their country, especially the struggle to defend

their multi-cultural society against ethnic division.
Two members of the Tuzla District Trade Union
Committee will be going on to France at the invitation
of post and telecommunication workers.
The third, the Tuzla miners’ union secretary, is
visiting mining and former mining communities.
He is to meet National

Union of Mineworkers’
members and local Labour
councillors.

The other delegates will

- return from France to Bri-

tain in about ten days.
From 6 March the whole

- delegation begins a tour

around Britain, speaking at

- public meetings, shop ste-

wards’ committees, union
national executives, the

BY BOB MYERS
Secretary, Workers
Aid for Bosnia

TUC and the Scottish TUC.
The delegation has come
from Bosnia to ask the
trades unions to give prac-
tical solidarity by providing
food and other essentials.

Tuzla miners’

appeal

Letter from the Tuzla Union
- Commiitee of the Tuzla coal-
- miners:

WE ARE very glad that our
representative, Mr Resad
. Husagic, is coming to Great
' Britain to speak on behalf of
112,000 Tuzla miners about
‘the situation in the mines
and about the plight of our
‘members in these days
when aggression is still
going on.
. We live and work under
wery servere conditions.
Due to the blockade and lack
‘of financial resources we
have not been able to main-
tain the mines properly dur-
ing the 30 months of aggres-
sion against our country.
Production has been re-
duced enormously and both
ithe mines and the miners
‘are completely exhausted.
~  Unless we can get spare
parts, raw materials and
protective equipment the

Michael Foot smears, p3

mines will soon cease pro-
duction completely.

Even when the miners
manage to get food it is often
of very poor quality and if
the mines do cease produc-
tion this will be the end for us
and for everyone in the re-
gion. Although we live under
war conditions, energy pro-
duction is still the basis for
life and for our defense.

In order to keep produc-
tion going the miners need
food and basic safety equip-
ment such as overalls,
gloves, boots, underwear,
gas detection equipment (for
methane, carbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, ete.) and
for speed stream measure-
ment. But the priority is cer-
tainly food, clothes, and then
footwear.

During the visit Mr Husa-
gic will also present the
programme of the Women's
Association of the Tuzla
Miners.
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Public meetings
Tuzla trade
union

delegation

7 March: Brighton. Bright-
helm Centre. 7.30pm.

8 March: Cambridge
(venue to be announced).
9 March: London. Con-
way Hall, Red Lion
Square. 7.30pm.

13 March: Leicester.
Secular Hall. Humber-
stone Gate. 7.30pm.

14 March: Manchester
Town Hall. 7pm.

15 March: Liverpool.
Transport and General
Workers’ Union offices,

Islington. 7pm.

16-17 March: Scotland
(venues to be
announced).

20 March: Newcastle
(venue to be announced).
All meetings are organ-
ised by local trades
union c;_rganisations.

Demonstrators were in St James’s Square, London, to protest at the visit of Georgian president Edvard Shevardnadze, who
is supporting Russia’s war against the Chechens and whose regime is responsible for war against Abkhazians and for
human rights abuses. Shevardnadze was meeting representatives of capitalism, including Lord Howe

Tom Stratton

memorial meeting

3 March, 8pm

Ruskin House, 23 Coombe Rd,
Croydon

Tom was an activist and shop steward in
UCATT and the AEEU, a member of the WRP,
and of the pensions movement

Public meeting

Sylvia Pye National
Appeal and Fighting Fund

to pay legal fees arising out of the eviction of
Parkside Pit Camp

27 February, 7.30pm, *

Red Rose Club, 129 Seven Sisters Rd,
London N7. |

Nearest tube Finsbury Park

Defend Clause Four Campaign, pages 4&
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Concern for the
workers’ movement

IT WOULD be very foolish and dangerous for the labour
movement internationally — but particularly in Britain
— to believe that the riots at the football match at the
Lansdowne Road stadium in Dublin last week was not
its concern.

The game between Ireland and England was abandoned
after only 27 minutes when hundreds of the supporters of
the English team tore up seats and threw pieces of metal
and wood onto other spectators in lower tiers of the stand.

This led to a sustained bout of fighting with the Irish
police who demonstrated that they were no slouches at
meteing out indiscriminate violence.

But this riot had nothing to do with football. It was a
fascist riot, carefully organised and planned by extreme
right-wing organisations including Combat 18, the armed
wing of the fascist British National Party.

Combat 18 is named after the first and eighth letters of
the alphabet, A for Adolf and H for Hitler. The newspapers
carried nauseating photographs of serried rows of English
supporters, bedecked in Union Jacks and the flag of St
George, giving the fascist salute during the playing of the
British national anthem.

Among other calling cards left behind in the wreckage
of Lansdowne Road were some from the National Alliance,
aracist group in the United States which said: ‘Earth’s most
endangered species: the white race; help preserve it.’

According to a spokesperson for ‘Searchlight’ the anti-
fascist organisation which has infiltrated Combat 18, the
leaders of the riot had meticulously planned every detail,
from travelling several days before the match to avoid
detection by Special Branch officers, to buying only a
couple of tickets at a time so as not to arouse suspicion.

For several weeks leaflets had been handed out at
football grounds across England calling for supporters to
‘invade Dublin’ and the forced abandonment of the match
will be seen as a victory by the nazi organisation.

* % % x =

COMBAT 18 used to have strong links with elements in the
leadership of the loyalist killer gangs in the north of Ireland,
particularly the Ulster Defence Association. Many of these
loyalist leaders are denying this connection as they look for
positions in the new structures of rule being proposed under
the ‘peace process'.

But there were certainly many members of the loyalist
gangs in the middle of the Dublin riot and the chant of ‘No
surrender to the IRA’ showed that the fascists want to keep
the links with the loyalists and their store of guns.

The fascists and their political organisations such as the
BNP gain confidence from encounters like Dublin. They
also give encouragement to the layers of lumpen youth
whom the fascists pinpoint for recruitment and who find a
sense of identity in the gang mentality and rabid nationalism
of many football supporters.

The labour movement must take heed of the growing
strength of Combat 18 and the fascist movement and the
resources that are being put into the organisation of the
lumpen elements.

This fascist fodder is the product of the capitalist system
which in its deep and mortal crisis savagely attacks
housing, education, health, and employment prospects and
alienates millions of youth. Sections of the capitalist class
at certain points have looked to and financed the fascist
movement to protect it and to attack and destroy the
worker's movement. They will do so again, when neces-
sary.

* * * * *
THE Dublin riot, like the attacks on black and Asian people
on the streets of British cities, are incidents which cannot
be left to the capitalist state to eradicate.

Capitalism in its crisis also attacks and alienates sec-
tions of the middle class. And there are clear signs that
some representatives of the ruling class are making
approaches to them on the basis of their disillusionment in
‘democracy’.

Lord Tebbit, the former Tory minister, leads the way in
this. His speech to the Young Conservatives two weeks ago
was a direct appeal from the right to the new radicalisation
of many middle-class people involved in animal rights
protests and who have come forcibly against the state in
the demonstrations against the export of live calves.

His call for the animal rights activists to throw bottles and
bricks at the Belgian police to show their disgust at the veal
trade was an attempt to attract this confused collection of
class forces into the same backward nationalism that is
displayed at football grounds. Tebbit appealed to nationalist
and racist sentiments by saying that the European Union
was reducing Britons to the status of a subject race like
black people in South Africa under apartheid.

A fascist movement in Britain will not develop into a force
that can take on and destroy the workers’ movement
without the active involvement and support of large sections
of the disillusioned middle class.

It is essential for the workers’ movement to develop a
positive programme that is able to mobilise tens of
thousands to combat fascism and which will also appeal to
and give a lead to the disillusioned sections of the middle
class so they do not fall into the hands of these reactionary
forces.

Letters

Mess on the

front

I AM accused by James Todd
(Letters, 18 February) of avoid-
ing the arguments about how to
build a Trotskyist party. Todd’s
letter merely serves to show
what a terrible mess Workers
Pressis in, in its approach to the
Labour Party question.

1t is obvious to all revolu-
tionaries and to all advanced
workers that the Labour Party
has nothing to do with so-
cialism.

The storm in a teacup over
Clause Four has not been ‘for-
ced’ on Labour leader Tony
Blair. Rather, it is a means to
fragment revolutionaries and
advanced workers and to regen-
erate the Labour Party in the
interests of the bourgeoisie.

What Workers Press should
be doing is building a united
front in opposition to the popu-
lar front around Clause Four.
Perhaps James Todd would like
to explain to disbelieving adv-
anced workers why he considers
that the Defend Clause Four
campaign, politically led by
Labour left reformists — and
obviously irremediably so — is
not a popular front.

Jane Williams
London N4

On the
terraces and
the streets

SCUM, louts, hooligans, thugs,
roared some of the headlines in
the tabloids after the England/
Ireland friendly football match
in Dublin last week. So-called
England fans had rioted soon
after Ireland scored.

The ‘quality’ papers also had
their say. Should next year’s
Euro '96 tournament be held in
England, they asked. Some pap-
ers even offered rewards for
identifying those responsible
and some at least pointed out
the involvement of neo-Nazi
groups. Combat 18, the British

National Party, the National

Front, and various right-wing.

football supporters’ groups
were all mentioned.

The Irish Football Associa-
tion also thought that far-right
groups were involved. Millwall
chairman Reg Burr thought
that far-right football fans were
organised nationally. A Euro-
MP said they might be organ-
ised internationally.

Every newstalk radio prog-
ramme spent many hours de-
bating the question. ID cards
and imprisonment were all sug-
gested as solutions. News repor-
ters and sports presenters all
had something to say.

‘Perhaps this time there will
be radical measures,” was all
one learned sociology professor
could come up with.

Terry Venables, the England
manager, and Jack Charlton,
the Ireland manager, both said
it was ‘terrible’ and a ‘night of
shame’'. The FA's Graham
Kelly said he wanted the cul-
prits identified and out of foot-
ball — but where to?

It is the same fascists that
have to be confronted, whether
on the terraces or on the streets.

Prime Minister John Major
said that the riot was caused by
a thuggish minority, etc., and
that everything would be done
to bring them to justice. Opposi-
tion leader Tony Blair had no-
thing to say except that he
agreed with the prime minister.

Blair and his supporters
have plenty to say about their
campaign to get rid of Clause
Four of the Labour Party’s con-
stitution. Why had Blair nothing
to say about the fascists and the
riot they caused in Dublin?

The question of fascism in
football is no different from
fascism on the streets — and the
answer is a political one.

The nearest I came across to
an understanding of the prob-
lem was from Tottenham player
Jurgen Klinsmann, who said:
‘It’s not only a problem of foot-
ball — it is a problem of society.’

Fascism will only be beaten
by mass action and the strength
of the working class rising up to
defeat capitalism and all that it
stands for.

But first of all it must build a
new leadership that will say
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something about these ques-
tions. The football riot in Dublin
will be talked about for days on
end by workers — these ques-
tions have to be addressed by
the WRP. Blair and the Labour
Party have nothing to say.
Alan Clark
London SE2

Preposterous
reactionary

ALAS, Sir Nicholas Fairbairn,
Tory MP for Perth and Kinross,
is dead, at last.

Described by many com-
mentators as a colourful char-
acter, and by Sir Michael Hirst,
chairman of the Scottish Con-
servatives, as ‘passionate in
seeking justice and fairness for
everyone’, the fearless and cru-
sading Fairbairn spent much of
his political career denouncing
ethnic minorities, women,
homosexuality, social security
scroungers, do-gooders in the
colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries, and other ‘formidable’
right-wing favourites.

Fairbairn, frequently sober,
fittingly began his career at the
Scottish Criminal Bar where, to
his credit, he became a defence
lawyer of some repute.

As a result of his experience
in the courts of the grim condi-
tions of workers in Scotland,
Fairbairn quickly came to the
enlightened conclusion that con-
doms were the answer.

He took a similar view over
famines in Africa and Bang-
ladesh and journalists were
fond of Fairbairn’s quotable
quotes — in between refresh-
ments Fairbairn would quip
typically ‘it may sound harsh
but starving people don’t breed
easily’.

Upon his arrival at the
Palace of Westminster he quick-
ly fell behind Thatcher and as a
reward joined her government
as solicitor-general for Scot-
land, from which he was forced
to resign because of his grossly
insensitive handling of a parti-
cularly brutal rape case.

Always ready to go against
perceived wisdom — he consi-
dered himself to be a modern

renaissance man, painter, wit,
raconteur, dress designer and
free thinker — he soon became
detached from political reality
at Westminster, and from real-
ity in general.

Fairbairn’s preposterous
reactionary views and his high-
ly individual dress sense, as
well as his ‘colourful’ private
life, earned him the deserved
reputation of foremost buffoen
in British politics.

It was a source of wonder to
many that Fairbairn continued
to be elected as MP for Perth
and Kinross — he swept to
power in 1974 with a landslide
majority of 53 votes — a fact
that speaks volumes about the
competition.

In an article in last Monday's
“The Times’, under the intriguing
heading ‘Hepatitis case hides the
mystery of the liver’, the cause of
Fairbairn’s demise is carefully
not attributed to drinking 16 units
of alcohol a day.

But for all his faults this ex-
ecrable, ludicrous and fascistic
individual achieved much for
every political party in Britain,
except his own, and truthfully
commended his would-be sue-
cessor, John Godfrey, a London-
based banker aged 31, as an
‘unelectable clone’.

George Angus
London W1

All in the
cause

CLIFF SLAUGHTER (Letters,
18 February) calls me out on the
issue that particularly concerns
him in the recent Richard Gott
correspondence. Should Work-
ers Press have taken a stand in
defence of Gott? No.

My own concern was to
further a cause I first promoted
some years ago — to support
Workers Press in making its
letters page a lively, open forum
for all the paper’s readers.

I agree with the implication
of Cliff Slaughter’s conclusion
— that the continuation of this
correspondence is unlikely to
contribute to that cause.

Terry Brotherstone
Edinburgh

Workers Press £3,000 Monthly Fund

THE Workers Revolutionary Party faces
big financial responsibilities with the com-
ing conferences and the fight to launch a
new workers’ party that will unite the
various leaderships coming forward to rep-
resent the true interests of the working-

class movement.

The Workers International has taken a
big step forward in the reconstruction of the
Fourth International with the forming of a
liaison committee with the Workers Inter-
national League (LIT-CI) (see report back

page).

Workers Press will play a big part in the
work ahead and we appeal to all our suppor-
ters and members to help bring in the

resources we need.

COMING SOON

FRIDAY 3 MARCH: Tom Stratton
Memorial Meeting. Tom was an
activist and shop steward in UCATT
and the AEEU, a member of the
WRP, and of the Pensions move-
ment. The meeting will speak about
Tom's life and his struggles. To be
held at Ruskin House, 23 Coombe
Road, Croydon.

MONDAY 6 MARCH: Public meet-
ing on ‘Vietnam: revolutionaries
against colonialism and Stalinism’.
Speaker: Ngo Van, a worker and
Trotskyist who was imprisoned in
the 1930s by the French colonial
regime and in the 1940s by the
Vietminh. Organised by WRP and
‘Revolutionary History’. 7pm, Con-
way Hall, Red Lion Sg., London
WC1 (tube: Holborn).

SATURDAY 27 MAY: African Liber-
ation Day march, ‘Not just charity
but complete liberation’. Organised
by the African Liberation Support
Campaign. 1pm, Kennington Park,
London SE11. Rally at Trafalgar Sq.
Details: 071-924 9033.

I\
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It’s not going to be easy. I was encour-
aged by all those who promised at the
WRP’s recent congress to contribute more
to Workers Press, but if we are to maintain
our production we are going to need a more
regular supply of money. This money must
come out of the political work that is to be
carried out. Those we have begun joint work
with give us confidence that we can take on
the task of building a new workers’ party.

Confidence is needed between us and
new readers and those contacted during this
work. We are pleased when this happens but
it often this needs patient and consistent
work so that trust can build up.

WRP members, Workers Press readers
and supporters all have a role and responsi-

bility in this. New contacts become new
resources for the movement to build the
revolutionary leadership needed in the
working class to defeat the destructive work
of world capitalism and those who suppert
it from within the labour movement.

This paper must become the centre
where the discussion takes place of how te
carry this out in reality on a weekly basis.
So let us all carry out our resolution to build
the revolutionary movement by taking part
in the political work necessary to ‘bring
together all those in the leadership of the
struggles of the working class’.

Mike Cooke

Send money to ‘Workers Press’, PO Box 735,
London SW8 1YB.

Don't miss CASABLANCA'S NEW YEAR PACKAG
A folder of TEN desirable items including:
Spoock Special - Charlie Pottins goes In the wake of Gordievsky @
Homerie manuseript by Christopher Logue @ Re-imagined map of
Armagh ® Far-seeing Casablanca Almanac ® Fluorescent souvenir
from 60s legend Mr Marianne Faithfull ® Miniature poster by Chila
Kumari Burman of ‘One World Art’ ® Full colour Kurdish landscape
@ Glant Postoards for the Roads Campaign or McLibel Defence
Plus Extraordinary Interactive Mac Floppy Disk: make your own music
and count down to the end of evolution.

‘.

NBITIO ... o oeeeecesissasmssansbontsess ssts st b asi et amssemsbesssomat a0 LARRER APt besatnmas s adaasd s SuASSO SIS TS sn s e
AOIOEE .........ooiiiiiisiatiniasmonsimesbossbsisntssasamma aapsrsemrs messbeotbesiassmsts

e P Poseode. Ll
lenclose a cheque/postal order for £ .............c.o.cooreerrreiocannnns paysble to CASABLANCALTD

O £12 for 4 issues
[ £22 for 8 issues

institutional [J £20 for 4 issues
subscriptions [J £35 for 8 issues

Senmd tes CASABLANCA FREEPOST KE 8595 LONDON EC1B 108
CASABLANCA CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0171 608 3784

QO“""’"”@

BoOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore
POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM
ARCITERE EDUCATION

-
=<

PENTONVILLE RD

N

i)
OPEN 11AM - 6PM MON. TO SAT.
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP
5 CALEDONIAN ROAD K ROSS
LONDON N

EUSTON ROAD

= TEL: 071 8



-_—

Workers Press Sasurday 25 February 1

‘KGB’ smearis attack
on labour movement

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

FORMER Labour Party leader
Michael Foot has angrily conde-
mned attempts to smear him as
2 KGB ‘agent of influence’,
aired in Rupert Murdoch'’s ‘Sun-
day Times’. The story smacked
of “a wretched revival of McCar-
thyite witch-hunts’, 81-year-old
Foot said last week.

Based on claims by former
KGB agent turned MI6 man
Oleg Gordievsky, whose
memoirs it is to serialise, the
‘Sunday Times’' front-page
story on 19 February was
headed ‘KGB: Michael Foot
was our agent’. It named Foot
as among ‘the top 10 British
targets’ of the KGB, and
claimed the Russians passed
him money for the weekly ‘Tri-
bune’, which he used to edit.

Rubbish

But on BBC Radio 4’s ‘World
This Weekend’, ‘Sunday Times’
editor John Witherow admitted
the claims might be ‘utter rub-
bish’, and said he personally
didn’t believe Foot had been an
agent.

In Moscow former KGB
agent Viktor Kubeykin said he
had been misquoted in the ‘Sun-
day Times’ article, and Gor-
dievsky's former superior
Mikhail Lyubimov said the alle-

Michael Foot

gations were just a stunt to
promote Gordievsky's book.
Former Labour MP Ron
Brown, who was also named,
said the ‘Sunday Times’ story
had been made up, and former
ASLEF leader Ray Buckton
said his union had maintained
contact with Russian trades un-
ions, and he had nothing to hide.
Former Labour defence
minister Lord Healey described
the ‘Sunday Times' story as
‘tackyteenage tat’ and said
hard-up ex-KGB men were
trying to make money by talk-
ing to the Tory press.
‘Tribune’ editor Mark Sed-
dons denied the paper received
Russian money, and pointed out
that it had opposed Russia’s in-
vasions of Hungary and
Czechoslovakia. Two of those
named and not available for

comment were the late Lord
Fenner Brockway and Bob Ed-
wards, both of whom were in the
Independent Labour Party in
the 1930s and opposed the KGB’s
predecessor the GPU when it
was murdering socialists and
anarchists in Spain.

Whatever his political short-
comings from our point of view
as Marxists, Michael Foot has
never been a Stalinist fellow-
traveller. He recently upset
many fake lefts and Stalinists,
as well as the Tory government,
by his forthright support for the
Bosnian people against Serb na-
tionalist aggression and British-
United Nations treachery.

Splits

Coming as the government
was rent by open splits over
Europe, Ulster and immigra-
tion, and the Conservative
Party had just lost its deposit in
the Islwyn by-election, the ‘Sun-
day Times' story had all the
marks of a Tory stunt aimed
against the labour movement.

On the eve of the April 1992
general election the ‘Sunday
Times’ billboards announced
‘Official — Kinnock’s Kremlin
connection’, for a front-page
article by ex-BBC man turned
spy-fiction author Tim Sebas-
tian. The story itself was a bit of
a damp squib, consisting of dull
reports of Russian ambassador
Viktor Popov’s discussions with

the Labour leader — the kind of
contacts any ambassador would
have with the leader of Her Ma-
jesty’s Opposition.

‘Guardian’ literary editor
Richard Gott resigned in De-
cember after a story in the
right-wing ‘Spectator’ maga-
zine, also based on information
from Gordievsky, alleged that
he had been regarded as an
‘agent of influence’.

Gott admitted to accepting
meals and travel paid for by the
KGB, and said he had discussed
his contacts with MI5, though
apparently not with colleagues
or his editor. The ‘Sunday
Times’ has acknowledged that
‘KGB men operating in London
inflated the importance and the
intimacy of contacts they had
made to impress their bosses’.

The ‘Spectator’ and the Tory
tabloids tried to smear all ‘the
left’ by association with Gott,
though the latter’s support for
Cambodian dictator Pol Pot and
Peru’s Maoist Sandero Lumino-
so guerrillas had hardly en-
deared him to middle-class
radicals, let alone the workers’
movement.

Most people assumed Gott
was just an easy if insignificant
feint target. The attack was
really aimed at the ‘Guardian’s’
exposure of Tory sleaze, and
more important, industrial cor-
respondent Seumas Milne’'s
probe into MI5’s conspiracy
against the National Union of

FROM OUR FURTHER
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

A BALLOT last week at Bexley
College, south east London,
accepted a new local collective
agreement for lecturers by a
masgive majority.

It could mark a new stage in
the long-running dispute be-
tween the lecturers’ union NAT-
FHE and the Tory govern-
ment's quango for further edu-
cation — as in ‘we’ have no
responsibility for teachers’ pay
and conditions, that is the re-
sponsibility of . . . the College
Employers’ Forum (CEF).

Bexley is one of the few col-
leges not affiliated to the CEF.

Breakthrough/down

The vote though decisive,
was reluctant. A spokesperson
said ‘members do not think they
can give any more away'. The
local agreement sets a mazx-
imum 24 hours teaching in any
one week — effectively an in-
crease of one-and-a-half hours a
week for those on the national
‘Silver Book’ conditions of ser-
vice. But it does offer a reduc-
tion for those who have been
appointed in the last 18 months
under new contracts.

On the Silver Book system
most staff teach an average of 21
hours a week. The new local
agreement also meant a pay
rise, consolidated into salary, of
between £1,000 and £1,800.

Although the agreement con-
tained a threat — as in any

on college

change of conditions in educa-
tion — that part-time teachers
and those on short-term con-
tracts might be made redun-
dant, NATFHE is pledged to
fight against redundancies.
The ballot was completed on
Thursday 16 February. The fol-
lowing day, the college princip-
al called in NATFHE nego-
tiators and demanded an in-
crease in the academic year
from 38 to 44 weeks — a large
increase in annual teaching
hours. .
The principal refused to in-
clude in the deal any staff not
appointed on the Silver Book
conditions. He also refused back
pay — the deal was to run from
September 1994. The nego-
tiators told the principal that his

contracts

actions showed a lack of integ-
rity.

Bexley NATFHE now has to
consider whether to take strike
action against management.

B The non-TUC affiliated
teachers’ union, the Association
of Teachers and Lecturers
(ATL), has asked the arbitration
service ACAS to help it secure a
modified ‘new contract’. The
ATL has many members in
Sixth-Form colleges but few in
further education.

The CEF says that the ATL
has agreed its minimum 37
hours a week contract. This is
denied by the union. NATFHE
has issued a statement saying
that its talks with the CEF have
broken down.

FRIENDS of a Kent family
whose home was firebombed by
nmeo-Nazis are raising funds to
help them repair their house
and continue the fight against
racism and fasecism.

The Emersons’ home was
attacked at about 2.30am on a
January morning while the
family were asleep upstairs.
Police are reportedly treating
the arson as attempted murder.
Mother of two Jill Emerson says
she will continue to stand up to
the Nazis. ‘I am not intimi-
dated,’ she said.

Gill is a socialist whose past
campaigns have included sup-
porting the miners, and oppos-
ing hospital closures. She was
wictimised by Gravesham coun-
cil after she criticised Labour
councillors during the 1989 local
government strike, and spent
‘time in jail for poll-tax resist-
ance.

In April 1993, anti-fascist
campaigners in Kent
approached police with infor-
mation about neo-Nazi racist
activity in the Medway towns,
and threats of violence. Nothing
appears to have been done.
Gravesend council passed a
joint Labour-Tory resolution
“deploring the circulation of li-

‘I am not intimidated’

terature from both ends of the
political spectrum’.

Three people were arrested
over an anti-Nazi leaflet accus-

"ing the police of protecting John

Cato, a notorious right-wing ex-
tremist who has since left the
area. Gravesend magistrates
dismissed the case and awarded
costs against the police. But
meanwhile a fascist publication
called ‘Target’ had published
the home addresses and tele-

says nazis’

phone numbers of the anti-ra-
cists, with a suggestion that
they might be ‘visited’.

A spate of threatening phone
calls and letters began. Gill
Emerson teceived a letter
addressing hér as a ‘White Race
Traitor’ with the message ‘BNP
says burn in hell’. (British Na-
tional Party spokesman
Michael Newland denies his
group was involved in the
attack).

Fighting after fascists sentenced

FIGHTING broke out outside a
Nottingham court after 12 neo-
Nazi skinheads were jailed for
their part in last year’s attack
on a city centre bookshop.

Stephen Bradley, 24, from
Coatbridge in Lanarkshire, was
sentenced to three years impris-
onment for violent disorder.
Eleven others received two-
month sentences for threaten-
ing behaviour.

The court heard how a gang
had gone into Mushroom Books
on a Saturday afternoon, 15
January 1994, assaulting staff
and customers, and wrecking
displays, while others stood out-
side chanting racist slogans.

The fascists had earlier

gathered at a Derbyshire pub,
intending to travel to a Nazi
rock concert which was cancel-
led. Mushroom specialises in
left-wing, Green and ethnic
minority literature.

Forensic evidence on the
premises established that Brad-
ley had been in the shop. The
others accused pleaded guilty to
the lesser offence of threatening
behaviour, and got light sent-
ences.

Trouble erupted in the street
outside after the trial ended on
Friday 17 February. One of the
neo-Nazi supporters was chased
into a car park and reportedly
assaulted. A Nottingham man is
facing charges.

fire target

A letter headed ‘Fire Warn-
ing’ and signed ‘Soldiers of the
White Revolution’ threatened
an attack at 3am one winter
morning. It ended ‘Sleep well,
we look forward to seeing you in
the morgue’.

On Thursday 19 January, at
about 2.30am, the Emersons
were woken by smoke alarms,
and found their hall full of
smoke and flames.

They managed to put out the
blaze with buckets of water, and
neither they nor their two chil-
dren were hurt.

It appears the attackers had
squirted flammable liquid
through the letterbox and
thrown in a lighted match. The
initials ‘C18’ had been sprayed
on the wall outside.

C18 stands for Combat 18, the
secret outfit in whose name neo-
Nazis have carried out a num-
ber of violent attacks and terror
campaigns.

It takes its name from the
first and eighth letters of the
alphabet — the initials of Adolf
Hitler.

Anyone wanting to help those
defying these Nazi terrorists in
Kent write ¢/o Kent Anti-Fas-
cist Action Committee, PO Box
88, Rochester, Kent, ME1 1AU.

Mineworkers. The current in-
terest in ‘KGB gold’ stories is
quite likely being guided by peo-
ple in the British security ser-
vices — who did far more to
subvert and destabilise British
politics in the 1970s than their
rivals in the KGB!

Interested as some of them
are in the outcome of the Tory
split, the MI5 and MI6 men are
more professionally concerned
with attacking, not just Labour,
but more especially, socialists
and trade union militants.

With working-class struggle
resurgent, and the Tories in
deep trouble, the ruling class

isn’t sure that Blair can save the
day.

We must expect the enemy's
‘dirty tricks’ departments to be
working flat out against us. The
answer is vigilence, and willing-
ness to fight every issue out in
the open, where the working
class can see and judge who the
enemies are.

B Wednesday 8 March. ‘The
Secret State’. Camden Trades
Council, Memorial Lecture.
Speakers: Seumas Milne,
Arthur Scargill. 7 p.m. London
Irish Centre, 52 Camden
Square, London NW1.

Nurses to get even?

GROWING anger among nurses
and midwives at the govern-
ment’s public-sector pay award
has caused the right-wing Royal
College of Nursing to review its
no-strike policy.

The government pay policy
means that many nurses and
midwives could get just 1 per
cent, which lags behind inflation
on any measure.

The public service union Un-
ison, the Royal College of Mid-
wives and the Royal College of
Nursing have all rejected the
government's deal.

The NHS staff could get
another 2 per cent from local
deals, but where funds are
already scarce the temptation
for hospital managers will be to
stick to the minimum. Top man-
agers will no doubt get ‘per-
formance-related’ bonuses for
keeping to spending targets!

Nurses’ unions are to start a

campaign to embarrass MPs in
‘skinflint’ districts where hos-
pitals stick rigidly to the mini-
mum rise.

While RCN nurses are repor-
ted not to be keen to strike,
widespread refusal to work un-
paid overtime seems likely.
Such work currently save the
health service around £180 mil-
lion a year.

Local bargaining will also
erode terms and conditions.
Maternity and sick leave are
threatened and shift patterns
look set to get worse. Many NHS
trusts are seeking to scrap unso-
cial hours payments for night
shifts and to force all nurses to
do them on a rota basis.

Unsurprisingly, health sec-
retary Virginia Bottomley de-
clined an invitation last Monday
from West Middlesex nurses to
go and see what their pay and
conditions were like.

Chancellor’s fantasy

CHANCELLOR Kenneth Clarke
is to match ‘Fantasy League
Football’ with his own brand-
new fantasy rate of inflation.

Not only will the fantasy rate
make the government look bet-
ter in the run-up to the general
election, it will be used to cap
pay demands to ‘not more than
the rate of inflation’.

The fantasy rate, known offi-
cially as RPI(Y), is currently at
1.7 per cent. Meanwhile, in the
real world, with its inconvenient
increases in VAT, etc., the rate
of inflation is around 3 per cent
(the Tax and Price Index is 3.9
per cent, the Retail Price Index
is 3.3 per cent and RPI(X) is 2.8
per cent).

In fact, RPI(X) was a pre-
vious attempt at a fantasy rate.
It excludes mortgage rates, and
was brought in at the point when
the bottom fell out of the proper-
ty market and mortgage rates
went through the roof.

The TPI was a favourite
when there were tax cuts in the
1980s, but has now fallen from
grace to such an extent that it
will ‘only be published in the
RPI Business Monitor (MM23)’.

RPI(Y) excludes ‘mortgage
interest payments and indirect
taxes” — most helpful when
you've just slapped VAT on fuel
and increased duties on booze,
petrol and fags. Indirect taxes

are the ones that hit everyone —
especially the poor — and are
prefered by the rich to income
tax.

And to go with the the fan-
tasy rate there is a new fantasy
goal. The ‘target rate’ of infla-
tion is to be changed from 14
per cent to 0-3 per cent. Isn't
that better, I hear you ask?

Well, the government is
already committed to getting
inflation down to the lower half
of the existing range, that is, to
1-2.5 per cent.

So what Clarke and co. have
done is give themselves an
extra 0.5 of a per cent to play
with. And if Clarke decides to
raise more indirect taxes they
won’t show at all and he'll still
be ‘on target’.

Pat Bliss

WORKER PRESS learns with
regret of the death on Sunday 19
February of Pat Bliss, a mem-
ber of East London branch of
the WRP and a long-standing
member of the Trotskyist move-
ment. We extend our condo-
lences to his wife Joan and his
two sons Kevin and Barry.
The funeral will take place
on Monday 27 February at 12
noon, at the City of London
Cemetary, Aldersbrook Road,
Wanstead Flats, London E12.

WORKERS PRESS IS THE PAPER OF THE
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
Please send me information about the WRP

Send to: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB
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No milk and
honey

IUNDREDS of Thai and Roma-
gan workers demonstrated at a
pnstruction site in Tel Aviv recent-
§. demanding two months’ back-
av owed to them by an Israeli
pntractor that had gone bankrupt.
lach worker was owed thousands
§ dollars in unpaid wages, but a
gwver for the firm said they could
v expect a few hundred apiece.
Migrant workers are regularly
eing ripped off in the ‘land of milk
nd honey’, reports the latest issue
‘International Trade Unionist
Eletin’ (published by the Interna-
al Trade Union Solidarity Cam-
'Pjgn, ITUSC).
. Because the Israeli government
@s been closing the door on Pales-
ians, firms have ranged far
eld looking for labour to exploit.
e rights group Kav la’Oved
orkers’ Hotline) says some em-
vers deliberately keep migrant
rkers’ pay months in arrears,
ck them, then tell police they’re
gally’ in the country.
With reports from South Africa
Indonesia, and letters from
des unionists from Tatarstan in
Russian federation, Kazakh-
, and Ukraine's Donbass min-
region, the ‘International Trade
ionist Bulletin’ shows the world-
e struggle of working people,
how much we have in common.
r more details, write to the
JSC, PO Box 12, Barking, IG 11.

ea with spies

ART from a burly Russian who
pught the Young Socialist paper
eep Left’ from me once outside a
bour Party conference, the only
gent I've ever known was a land-
dy in Harlesden who held Tupper-
are parties. But amid recent
pnsense from the right-wing
ess, how refreshing to read ‘Gott-
a! Or: my tea with M15 by

agazine’'s winter ‘Spook Special’.
Back in the late 1960s, when her
nends were at the front of Viet-
war demonstrations ‘getting
eir faces clubbed’, and she was
the back worrying about my eye
adow’, Sebestyen says a family
pguaintance suggested she might
e to work for the government,
sporting what young people like
erself were doing. They seemed
pecially interested in David
idgery for some reason (Widgery,
ho became a popular East End
P and fighter for the poor, died
st year).

Encouraged by left-wing friends
go along and find out more,
thestyen was taken to tea at the
ter Jones store in London’s
part Sloane Square, and intro-
ed to a senior spook who had
rved in Yugoslavia during the
. She decided she wanted no-
ng to do with these scary
aracters.

I don’t suppose they’ll be too
ased with her now. Nice to know
journalist who’d rather expose
h creepy-crawlies than join

‘bm.
3ig names

letter in the ‘Guardian’ (15
ruary) and the leaflet put out in
name of Anti-Racist Alliance

glled on people to ‘join us’ in de-
sjonstrating against Italian fascist
tader Gianfranco Fini. It was
igned by Labour Euro-MPs and a
pore of well-known trade union
laders.
. Labour MEP Glyn Ford was
re, and Jeremy Corbyn came
per from the Commons. But I
jdn't spot any of the ‘big names’.
gst as well we weren’t there for
gtographs. I liked the slogan some
pung people, including Italians,
gre chanting — ‘Fini, Fini, Fini —
pu’ll end up like Mussolini!’
Charlie Pottins

manda Sebestyen in ‘Casablanca’

Nationalisatie
Clause 4 a
workers’ con

CLEMENT ATTLEE’s 1945-51
Labour government first national-
ised the majority of the industries
now privatised by the Tories.

Leaving aside the nationalisa-
tion of the Bank of England in 1946,
which was almost entirely formal
(the Bank had for long been the
instrument of government policy),
the major nationalisations during
this period were: coal (1946), elec-
tricity (1947), transport (1947), gas
(1948), and iron and steel (1949).

British capitalism had emerged
from the war in a severe crisis.
Many of its foreign assets had been
liquidated to pay for the war; it was
forced to accept US domination in
the post-war world, reflected in the
terms imposed by the US for con-
tinuing its loans to the British rul-
ing class.

This decline was reflected espe-
cially in those staple industries
which for much of the 19th century
had been the backbone of the eco-
nomy: coal mining, railways, and
iron and steel. By the end of World
War II these three industries were
in a parlous state. V?rtually no in-
vestment had taken! place in the
inter-war years; in terms of techni-
que they had fallen way behind
better-equipped and better-organ-
ised rivals in Europe and North
America.

During the war itself the govern-
ment had been forced to take oper-
ational control of the coal industry
and the mainline rail system. By

As part of the debate on Clause Four of the Labour Party’s
constitution, GEOFF PILLING says renationalisation
should not be on the same basis as the post-war

nationalisations

the end of the war, on the basis of
numbers employed, 60 per cent of
electricity supply was under public
confrol and local authorities had
the power to take over privately
owned suppliers, subject to the pay-
ment of compensation.

At the same time there was a
powerful anti-capitalist sentiment
in the working class, especially
among the troops returning from
the war. This mood was reflected in
Labour’s huge electoral majority
in 1945, one of the biggest won by a
party in peacetime. But this
Labour government was a capital-
ist one. It was dominated by those
who were tied by a thousand
threads to the ruling class.

Loyal servants

LABOUR’s leaders had served
loyally in the wartime coalition
with Churchill and the open repre-
sentatives of the ruling class. If
these leaders responded to the
mood in the working class, if they
gave some concessions to the work-
ing class, they did so only to defend
the interests of capitalism against
the working class.

Among important sections of

workers there was a demand for a
fundamental change in the condi-
tions of work. This was especially
so among miners and railway
workers. These workers had long
demanded the nationalisation of
their industries, and there had long
been a strong feeling that they
should be brought under workers’
control. :

It was under these conditions
that the Labour government car-
ried through its nationalisation
measures.

B On the one hand, the national-
isation of those industries, which
guaranteed the infrastructure for
the rest of the economy — fuel and
transport in particular — met with
little real opposition from big busi-
ness and the city.

There was widespread recogni-
tion that private capital was both
unable and unwilling to provide the
money to revive these industries
and services. In fact, in the case of
the railways, they were in a state of
almost total collapse, with virtual-
ly no usable rolling-stock.

The lack of opposition was also
hardly surprising given the finan-
cial terms on which the industries
were nationalised by the Labour

e

government. The ex-owners were
lavishly compensated for what in
many cases were largely worthless
assets.

Big compensation

THE owners of the coal industry
pocketed almost £400 million, and
compensation payments for the
transport industry (rail, canals and
road haulage) comfortably topped
the billion mark.

In many cases the money paid
out was invested in more profit-
able, expanding sectors of the eco-
nomy. In other cases, those receiv-
ing compensation from the govern-
ment lent it back to the same gov-
ernment to provide the funds
needed to rebuild these run-down
industries.

The contrast between the condi-
tions under which these industries
were nationalised and those under
which they were later privatised
could not be clearer. After 1945
sums way in excess of their real
value were paid out to nationalise
the industries; in the 1980s and
1990s the industries were sold off at
knock-down prices, often to the
same capitalist interests who had
been so generously compensated
four decades previously.

Many who had supported the na-
tionalisation of the basic industries
after 1945 had seen this as a step
along the road to socialism. They
were to be bitterly disappointed.

=

Hetton Lyons lodge in 1951 (left) and protesters marching in defence of the coal industry in 1992 (right): many who supported nationalisation as a ste




M The industries were run along
strictly capitalist lines. They were
obliged to ‘break even’, that is to
charge prices set by ‘the market’.

B In the main they were run by
boards that in practice were almost
indistinguishable from those of
capitalist enterprises. Indeed
many of the managers of the old
industries remained in place, with
the workers given token and worth-
less ‘consultative’ rights.

In the case of the steel industry,
where there was considerable
opposition to its nationalisation
from the capitalist class, when the
Labour government nationalised it
the old firms were left completely
intact, making their denationalisa-
tion (by the Tory government that
came to office in 1951) the simplest
of matters.

But along with some of the road
haulage industry, steel was the
only industry denationalised by the
Tories after 1951. This was a mea-
sure of the nature of the sort of
nationalisations carried out by the
Labour government.

B To make matters even worse,
the industries were placed under
severe disadvantages. Thus the
railways were obliged to act as
common carrier, that is in practice
to carry all the bulky, unprofitable
loads.

In similar manner, the National
Coal Board was legally prevented
from producing its own mining
machinery, this lucrative activity

rol

being left in private hands.

This did not prevent the board
from running a highly successful
research and development division
that brought much mining equip-
ment to prototype stage, only to
hand over the results of its work to
private firms to exploit.

B The Labour government

‘After 1945 sums way
in excess of their real
value were paid out
to nationalise the
industries; in the
1980s and 1990s the
industries were sold
off at knock-down
prices’

cynically appealed to workers in
the nationalised industries to res-
train their wage claims to help ‘the
fight against inflation’.

M Far from leading to ‘econo-
mic planning’ as many who suppor-
ted the nationalisation measures
had hoped, coal, rail and transport
were actually used to try and sta-
bilise the gapitalist system as a
whole.

) on the road to socialism were to be bitterly disappointed

The NHS was, with nationalisation, part of Labour’s 1945 programme

Thus when inflationary press-
ures built up, the nationalised in-
dustries were forced to cut back on
their investment projects, on occa-
sions even on some half-completed
ones. In times of threatening
slump, these same industries were
obliged to invest, whether this
made good sense or not.

When Workers Press calls for a
fight to defend Clause Four of the
Labour Party constitution we are
not advocating the sort of national-
isations carried out by the Attlee
government after 1945. The nation-
alisation of the ‘commanding
heights’ of the capitalist economy
will be a blow against the ruling
class and a step along the road to
socialism only if it is part of the
raising of the consciousness of the
working class.

That is why those leading the
fight to defend Clause Four must
seek to draw into the struggle the
widest layers of working people.
The campaign must not simply de-
fend a clause in the constitution of
the Labour Party, but rather de-
mand that the next Labour govern-
ment renationalise, without
compensation, those industries pri-
vatised by the Tories.

Those who work in these indus-
tries, as well as those who rely on
their services, must unite in com-
mittees that will lay the basis for
running them in the interest not of
the City sharks, but of the working
class.
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Bronwen Handyside reports

Two

nations

Twice as
unequal

AMID the increasing inequality in
Britain between rich and poor,
other age-old inequalities are also
flourishing.

British women’s monthly earn-
ings for non-manual jobs are 58 per
cent of their male counterparts,
according to the latest ‘Bulletin on
Women and Employment in the
European Union’, published by the
European Commission.

The ‘me too’
factor

ON A similar note, research pub-
lished last week by Dr Tuvia Mer-
lamed, a psychologist at the
University of Lancashire, said that
sex diserimination accounted for 60
per cent of the wage gap between
men and women, and the old-boy
network accounted for much of the
rest.

The women’s lobby in the
Labour Party is seeking a solution
to such problems — in particular
women'’s lack of representation in
their party’s leadership — through
Emily’s List, a group which cam-
paigns for the election of more
women MPs by pushing for women-
only short-lists for parliamentary
candidates.

I am sure Emily’s List would
advocate the same method in deal-
ing with the problem of selecting
women for the judiciary — whose
members are also picked, in time-
honoured fashion, through the old-
boy network.

But such manoeuvres arise
mainly from the careerist ambi-
tions of a section of the middle class
that has been excluded from the
full privileges of its class.

While it is undeniable that
women in all social classes suffer
discrimination relative to the men
of their class, that discrimination is
secondary to the primary division
between workers and capitalists.

The erucial factor for a workers’
party must be that its leaders fight
for the interests of the working
class as a whole — not for them-
selves, or for any particular section
of that class.

It must be pretty clear to most of
us by now that the fact that you are
a woman does not mean you will
fight even for the interests of the
women of the working class — let
alone the working class as a whole.
Thank you Lady Thatcher, and the
two black women Labour council-
lors in Brent who crossed the floor
to hand control of the council to the
Tories in 1992 — and many others.

In any case, the Labour Party is
backing away even from its feeble
proposals for reform. At the last
election, Labour’s policy was for a
Ministry for Women, headed by a
Cabinet minister, which would
monitor every other government
department and draft its own laws
to put through parliament

Clare Short MP, shadow
women’s minister, is now advocat-
ing only that the Tories’ ‘Sex
Equality Branch’, recently set up
within the employment depart-
ment, should be retained, and the
Cabinet minister’s title be changed
to ‘Secretary of State for Employ-
ment and Women’.

According to the ‘Observer’ (19
February) she ‘has taken care to
produce a plan which will cause the
minimum of disruption and cost’.
You bet.

Labour’s attempts to win more

places for women in the areas in

which they actually hold office —

local councils — have been ever
less successful. A consultatior

paper on how to get more womer
onto councils and into positions o
influence has in theory been cireu
lated to every group of Labow
councillors, but according to the
‘Observer’ many Labour womer
councillors said they did not ever
know of its existence. This maj
offer some clues on what attitudes
will be if Labour wins the nex
election.

Along with the excess baggage
of Clause Four of its constitution.
links with the trades unions, de
fence of public services, ete., the
new-model Labour Party is jetti
soning even its efforts to enable
middle-class women to reap the
benefits that middle-class men are
born to.

I fear the spectacle of Cherie
Blair’s fixing a maniacally adoring
gaze on her husband’s face on
every public occasion does nof
augur well for the female members
of Bambi’s party.

Let them eat
mangels

FIGHTING a valiant rear-guard
action, the Tory government de-
nied last week the claim by the
Rowntree Foundation that inequal-
ity in Britain has reached near-
record levels.

Rottweiler Peter Lilley, social-
security secretary, asserted in a
Commons debate: ‘The simple fact
is that since 1979 the vast majority
have got significantly better off.’
The reason why the statistics do not
reflect this, is because the self-
employed ‘can control the report-
ing of their incomes’.

The widening gap in life-expec-
tancy between the poor and the rich
in places such as Glasgow — ten
years for men and seven years for
women — is thus a figment of ev-
erybody’s imagination.

Toby Jessel, Tory MP for Twick-
enham, leapt into the fray with a
robust proposal to thrust the poor
out onto allotments to feed them-
selves.

‘They sit in front of the television
for hours and hours on end . . . not
growing their own vegetables when
they could do so easily and cheap-
ly," he said.

On the streets

SOCIAL-SECURITY department
staff are refusing, at a rate of about
1,000 a week, benefits to 16- and
17-year-olds who have left home,
because of the government’s cam-
paign to cut the costs of the welfare
state,

When Employment Secretary
Michael Portillo was at the Treas-
ury, he insisted on clamping down
on claims. In nine months the refus-
al rate rose from 228 to 476 a week.

Because of their age, these
young people are not entitled to
benefits.

A recent survey by CHAR, a
campaigning group for the single
homeless, has found that 40 per
cent of these young people have
been forced to leave home as a
result of sexual abuse, and 60 per
cent because of physical abuse.

Most have had to leave because
of family poverty and breakdown.
When they are refused hardship
payments, they have either to re-
turn home, or sleep on the streets.

If you have any material for this
column, please send it to me at
Workers Press, PO Box 733,
London SW8 1YB.
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Breaking
down the
barriers

FOR us the new workers' party
is as yet only a gleam of hope on
the far horizon. For the capital-
ist class and the Labour Party
misleaders it's merely a cloud
no bigger than a human hand.

There's a long way to go, and
a lot of work to be done, before
the idea first put forward in
Workers Press almost two
years ago (on 22 May 1993) be-
comes a living reality.

But what in 1993 was still in
the realm of abstract possibility
has in 1995 become a concrete
possibility, one that more and
more clearly corresponds to the
urgent needs of our times. As
John Rees’s letter last week
pointed out, increasing num-
bers of ‘ordinary working-class
people . . . want to know how we
can survive, who will lead us out
of the social crisis’.

He added: ‘[PJut simply, peo-
ple agree with us, so let’s build
a party with them by breaking
down the barriers created by
sectarianism.’

ONE of those sectarian bar-
riers, it seems to me, is the
persistent notion that capital-
ism will be overthrown, and the
socialist revolution accom-
plished, not by the working
class as a whole but by an élite
organisation within it: ‘the’
party.

And how it lingers, this per-
nicious idea!

It was fostered for years by
Stalinism, which was hostile to
the creative initiative and
capacity for self-organisation of
precisely those ‘ordinary work-
ing-class people’ to whom John
Rees refers.

‘The party’ could and would
do the job. In practice all the
decisions were taken by a hand-
ful of top bureaucrats; the rank
and file were expected to obey
orders and were actively dis-
couraged from thinking for
themselves.

As for the workers, the Sta-
linists viewed them with con-
tempt — a contempt that quick-
ly changed to alarm when, as in
Hungary in 1956, they took mat-
ters into their own hands and
elected their own workers’
councils.

‘Substitutionism’ was also to
be found deeply entrenched
within the Trotskyist move-
ment. It survives today in most
of those myriad small groups
each of which preens itself on
being, potentially at least, ‘the
party’.

The Workers Revolutionary
Party, to its great credit, has
shed such delusions of gran-
deur. It is working to bring
together all those who are lead-
ing the struggles of the working
class, for these are the forces
from whom the new party will in
the fullness of time emerge.

Right at the beginning of the
Rules of the First International,
founded in 1864, Marx put those
historic words: ‘The emancipa-
tion of the working class must
be the act of the workers them-
selves.’

It's high time we took those
words to heart. They should be
emblazoned on the banner of the
new workers' party from the
day of its birth.

And, by the way, those who
write letters to Workers Press
advocating that we all wash our
hands of the Clause Four debate
within the Labour Party might
profitably ponder something
that Marx and Engels wrote in
1848:

‘The Communists do not
form a separate party opposed
to other working-class parties.
They have no interests separate
and apart from those of the pro-
letariat as a whole. They do not
set up any sectarian principles
of their own, by which to shape
and mould the proletarian
movement.’

ONE OF the most impenetrable

PERSONAL

COLUMN

of those barriers created by see-
tarianism is the one dividing us
from young people. This has
been discussed on and off for
yvears in Workers Press and
elsewhere, but the barrier stays
as firm and forbidding as ever.

This is not of course merely
a problem for revolutionaries.
The entire labour movement is
regarded by almost all young
people as a dinosaur that has no
relevance whatever to their
lives.

The new workers' party
won't get off the ground unless
it cracks this problem.

Here is an entire generation
callously written off by capital-
ism, condemned to a half-life of
no jobs, no prospects, and no
hope. A great many young peo-
ple haven't even got a roof over
their heads. And those under 18
can no longer claim benefits.

Here, it might be thought, is
a natural constituency for the
new working-class party. All we
have to do is take our message
to them and they will flock
gratefully to our banner,

Not a bit of it! Most young
people have turned their backs
on politics, which they regard
with deep suspicion and distaste
— and not without cause.

The new party should take
care to speak to the young in
language they can understand.
It should at all costs avoid lec-
turing (in the bad sense) and
haranguing and laying down the
law.

It should take its courage in
both hands and organise meet-
ings and other events in a new
way, daring to abandon the
time-honoured division between
‘platform’ (the wise ones up
there, often symbolically placed
a foot or two higher) and ‘audi-
ence’ (the lowly ones in the body
of the hall).

It should realise that for-

young people nowadays music
is a prime means of communi-
cation, and that given the right
circumstances a song could
easily become a more potent
instrument of political mobilisa-
tion than the most rousing of
leaflets or orations. (And in-
deed, why should the devil have
all the good tunes?)

THERE'’S yet another sectarian
barrier that's seldom even
thought about: the barrier that
divides all too many British re-
volutionaries from another of
their natural constituencies, the
settler communities here in
Britain.

The new workers’ party will
be merely paying lip-service to
internationalism if it doesn’t
reach out to these communities,
not in a spirit of ‘we will lead
you’ but in a spirit of ‘we will
fight alongside you’.

Working-class international-
ism, like charity, begins at
home. No party that doesn't
publicly identify with the Asian
women in Britain who are terri-
fied to go out of their front doors
lest they be set upon by racist
thugs, or with the Latin Amer-
icans, many here illegally, who
are inhumanly exploited in the
service industries and the all-
night sweatshops — no such
party can call itself internation-
alist.

BREAKING down these and
many other barriers created by
sectarianism will take much
time and effort. The new party
will not be built in a day, or
without gigantic problems.

As John Rees said, its birth
will be both painful and exhilar-
ating. But that birth will signal
the dawn of a new day of hope
for us all.

Peter Fryer

Film review

Satanic monsters munch

SOME fictional creations for a
number of reasons have entered
the popular imagination. For
example, the statue of the philo-
sophising Hamlet with a skull in
his hand reminds us of the mor-
bid predicament of the man who
could not make up his mind — as
if he were an actual historic
figure.

But it does not have to be a
Shakespeare to achieve such
mythic resonance. A handful of
19th-century writers generally
regarded to be outside the liter-
ary ‘canon’, and in some ways
eccentric, minor or even in-
ferior, have provided us with
either popular literary types,
such as the private detective
(Edgar Allan Poe and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle), or archetypal
symbols of modern unease and
anxiety.

Mary Shelley’s Franken-
stein, Bram Stoker’'s Dracula
and R.L. Stevenson’s Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde have entered con-
temporary language as
metaphors for monstrosity, ex-
ploitation and ‘split personality’
respectively.

These fictitious characters
have their antecedents mainly
in the Romantic and Gothic li-
terature of the early 19th cen-
tury and sometimes in folk-tale
and myth. They have also gen-
erated a line of literary and,
more importantly, film succes-
SOIS.

Fears

Film has been able to recast
these monstrous creations to
play on the latent fears — usual-
ly of the middle classes — in
successive political and social
circumstances from the last
days of the German Weimar re-
public and depression-ridden
America in the 1930s, to cold-
war Europe, and now post-
Stalinist countries and adv-
anced capitalist countries.

In the last four years we have
seen lavish productions of the
Frankenstein and Dracula
legends — Francis Ford Coppo-
la’s ‘Dracula’, Kenneth Bra-
nagh’s ‘Frankenstein’ and now
Neil Jordan's adaptation of
Anne Rice’s ‘Interview with the
Vampire'.

Box-office considerations
apart, why should these films
appear now? Are they a testi-
mony to the durability and
adaptability of the original

Neil Jordan’s film ‘Interview with the
Vampire’ is hokum that updates enduring
latent fears, writes TOM OWEN

creations, or an indication of the
lack of creative imagination of
these film-makers, their failure
to create a resonant contem-
porary narrative? Or is it a
decadent end-of-the-century in-
dulgence of a smart set?
Certainly all of them update
the latent psychic and social
preoccupations of the originals.
Coppola’s transformation of
Stoker’s eastern European Anti-

Christ into an invisible urban
pestilence with a saintly and
seductive demeanour corrupt-
ing the blood of the West ex-
ploits the terrors of AIDS and
HIV infection.

Neil Jordan’s adaptation of
the Rice novel gives a homo-
erotic twist to the vampirie
seductions which are driven by
a promiscuous necessity. But
the vampires are immortal,
they can walk and munch their
way through any plague-ridden
ghetto and get away with it.

Jordan’s claim to originality
is that his viewpoint is that of
the vampire — albeit a particu-
larly liberal and conscience-
stricken one. This is under-
scored by the final rendering of

a version of the Rolling Stones’s
‘Sympathy with the Devil’,
The main problem with this
genre is that whilst it is still
available for some serious
motifs in the popular psyche, it
is also clichéd and furthermore
embarrassed by popular scep-
ticism and comic caricature.
This was brought home to me
at the cinema by an advert pre-
ceding the main film where a

Gary Oldman: Dracula in Coppola’s film

vampire was distracted from a
feast on the neck of a sleeping
beauty by a packet of Kellogg’s
‘Crunchy Nut Cornflakes’,
which were obviously more
appetising than the traditional
red-meat product.

I get the feeling that Jordan
is aware of this diserepancy, in
so far as his version of Rice’s
rather dark modern Gothie
work is given lashings of
macabre humour as a sauce to
some of its literary pretensions.

The film opens rather pon-
derously with all the melodra-
ma of vampiric initiation and
cultic rebirth. But the seducing
initiator, played by Tom Cruise,
is not an eastern European Nos-
feratu, but a Parisian-style

dandy, an idler from the galli-
cised culture of the southern US.
Jordan’s script early on evokes
the 19th-century French school
of Decadents — the ‘cursed
poets’— in its toying with ideas
of Cruise’s Satanlike status
because he kills indiscrimin-
ately.

After the ‘conversion’ of a
grieving plantation owner, who
initially prefers a diet of rats’
blood, and a disturbingly un-
pleasant seduction of an eight-
year-old girl into the brother-
hood of the night, the film takes
off into the realms of parody and
high black farce.

The male parents of this im-
mortal ‘naughty girl’ struggle to
give her an aristocratic educa-
tion but have to constantly
rebuke her for sucking the life-
blood out of music tutors, gov-
ernesses, and servants or for
hiding corpses under her collee-
tion of dolls.

Grotesques

The narrative setting moves
on through New Orleans to
Paris and its underworld popu-
lation of grotesques, lumpens
and vampire colonies. The high
farce is now dropped for per-
verse spectacle, violence and
sentimentalism. The central fi-
gure survives on the one hand
because he learns to shed his
sentimental attachment to hu-
mans, and on the other because
he is privileged in being rela-
tively ‘modern’ — for a vampire
that is.

The film ends in contempor-
ary San Francisco with the re-
vived Tom Cruise figure, who
had previously been buried un-
dead, listening to the vampire
interview in the car of an unfor-

" tunate journalist, muttering

that he had heard all this liberal
crappy soul-searching for over
400 years.

It is possible that, unwitting-
ly, Jordan has done us a favour
in exhausting the last remaining
seam of this vein of writing, if
not of film. The fact that this
film has so many moodswings,
and appears so uncertain of its
direction, indicates that its
material and maybe its inspira-
tion are insufficient for Jordan's
talents.

After all, despite the titilla-
tion and stylish hokum, all that
you get from vampire movies is
a pain in the neck!

Letter More letters, p.2

Non-crisis of
British
capitalism

GEOFF PILLING has produced
an interesting explanation for
the current attacks on the wel-
fare state (Workers Press, 21
January).

Pillingsplaces their origins in
the collapse of the post-war role
of the United States and what
had been its domination of the
international monetary system
enshrined in the Bretton Woods
agreement.

This had enabled Keynesian
policies of welfare expenditure
to be expanded into the 1970s,
with the US playing the role of
world banker. Since then, we
have seen the development of a
new financial orthodoxy desig-
ned to control those public ex-
penditure programmes, since
control of interest rates and
managed currency stability,
along with deregulation and
free trade areas, are deemed to
be the key, by their advocates,
to securing greater economic
growth.

I do not disagree with the
thrust of these arguments. In
fact, it is refreshing to see such
a useful overall approach. What
1take issue with is the reference
to the ‘crisis’ of British capital-
ism since the war, and the ‘glob-

al crisis where no further
concessions can be made to the
working class’.

As I understand the argu-
ment, Britain’s crisis has been
on the cards for decades, and,
following the death-throes of the
Tory party over Europe, the
current meanderings of Labour
politicians through the morass
of so-called ‘new values’ will do
nothing to rescue Britain from
its crisis. This largely because
there is a much broader global
crisis.

The trouble is I cannot see
how either of these is a ‘crisis’.
It is a word used a lot in order
to understand how capitalism
has developed and who pays for
it, and because Marxism is ac-
tion oriented.

Looming

However, the word ‘crisis’ to
me means something fairly apo-
calyptic, looming, final, unre-
solvable. I think that applying
the word to what has happened
in Britain, or the world for that
matter, underestimates the
ability of capitalism to adapt to
forces of change.

I see no crisis in the huge
institutions that manage the
banking and investment sys-
tem. They have flourished, and
the top groups of bankers have
made fortunes. Following the
collapse of the Sterling Area
after World War II, they built
firstly on the rise of the Euro-

No crisis: financial institutions
have flourished post-war

markets, then on pension funds,
and now also on the currency
markets and a whole raft of
quaint, new financial ‘instru-
ments’.

Of course, a lot of banks and
brokers have merged or been
taken over, jobs have been lost
in the eycles of boom and bust in
banking, but that does not make
it a crisis.

British manufacturing in-
dustry has declined significant-

ly over the post-war years, and
that has certainly involved lots
of little, and not so little, ‘crises’
for individual companies and
their workers, but that does not
put British industry, or British
capitalism, necessarily in
crisis.

Being reduced in size is not a
crisis. The structure still exists,
it is just smaller. We surely
cannot transfer what are
genuinely personal or company
‘erises’, to a crisis of the larger
system. The real issue is who
pays for all these adjustments.
We should argue that crises for
people and communities will be
continually imposed, because
the system works like that, not
because it is in crisis.

I do not mean this to sound
defeatist, and I am certainly not
a believer in ‘things have got to
get worse before they get bet-
ter’. On the contrary, the larger
system gets into crisis only if
the people who pay for its ad-
justments put it there. I do not
believe that there is a self-des-
truct mechanism within capital-
ism unless action is taken by
those being destroyed.

Needless to say in passing,
proposed changes to Clause
Four show a contempt for the
people who really have to pay
for all this, heralding ‘opportun-
ity’ and even ‘economic growth’
as core values. Are these
‘values’?

Richard Minns
London SE5



THE RESOLUTION before the con-
gress calls for a series of definite
prepared steps culminating in a con-
ference at which we in the WRP join
with others in forming a new political
organisation.

In a preliminary way, oversimpli-
fied, I will summarise the case which
the resolution is making. The Stalinist
bureaucracy, the main counter-rev-
olutionary force for over 60 years in
the world working-class movement,
collapsed at the end of the 1980s. This
collapse has inevitably started a pro-
cess of political differentiation in
which forces can be won in a struggle
for Marxism.

This means there is a chance for a
real step forward towards the main
immediate aim: the achievement of a
party of the working class able to lead
and unite the working class’s separate
and temporary struggles. It is a
chance which must not be missed.

Rebuild internationalism

I WILL return to this theme several
times throughout this report. Such a
party will be built only in and through
the fight to reconstruct the interna-
tionalism of the working-class
movement, and to reconstruct the
Fourth International [the world party
of socialist revolution founded in 1938
by Leon Trotsky in opposition to
Stalinism].

And we can have a clearer view of
what that means because we have,
after throwing out the corrupt leaders
of our movement in 1985, fought our
way through to an understanding of
ceertain things:

(a) our WRP crisis and split was
part of the crisis of the Fourth Interna-
tional, and could be resolved only in
the fight to resolve that crisis of the
Fourth International; and,

The main decision at the WRP’s congress on
10-11 February was that the party was now to
strive for the formation of a new workers’
party. We publish here an extract from the
written report submitted to the congress by
WRP secretary CLIFF SLAUGHTER

hance fo

(b) the reconstruction of the
Fourth International, the resolution of
its crisis, must be part of the neces-
sary reconstruction of the working-
class movement as a whole (that is the
way in which, today, we understand
that the crisis of humanity is reduced
to the crisis of revolutionary working-
class leadership).

The formation of a new political
organisation of the vanguard of the
working class in Britain is the next
stage in the reconstruction of the
working-class movement here, and it
is in and through this that we take the
next step in the reconstruction of the
Fourth International — the task for
which the Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth International was
founded in Budapest in 1990.

(The Workers International is not
the reconstructed Fourth Internation-
al; it is the organisation through
which we fight to bring together those
who reconstruet the Fourth Interna-
tional — as they fight to reconstruct
the internationalism of the workers’
movement.)

Are there new forces? Are we part
of them? In the course of our work
since 1990 — roughly the same period
as that of the final stage of disintegra-
tion of Stalinism — our work along the
line of ‘reconstruct the Fourth Inter-
national in and through the recon-
struction of the working-class move-
ment’ has produced experiences and
contacts which now demand that we
draw conclusions in practice, in
organisation.

From them and with them it is
possible and necessary to organise
into a political organisation which
fights to become the party of the work-
ing class in Britain.

(I use the word ‘political organ-
isation’ and hesitate to say ‘party’
because we have to consider the name
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of a new organisation.

In the fundamental sense of bring-
ing together the vanguard of the work-
ing class and basing itself on Marxism

and taking responsibility for the strug-.

gle of the class as a class, the WRP,
and the new organisation if it is for-
med, is a party. However, everyone
knows that it is in just as important a
sense a sort of ‘proto-party’, the essen-
tial nucleus of a party which has to be
organised in all the most important
sections of the working class.

I share the opinion of many com-
rades that the change of name from
Socialist Labour League to Workers
Revolutionary Party in 1974 did not

r a real
step forward

authoritarian young workers and stu-
dents who are leaderless, ignored by
and alienated from the workers’ move-
ment, often contemptuous of the ‘left
groups’ and given no class direction.

B In the many action committees,
anti-state groups and social move-
ments which have come around the
Community and Union Action
Campaign.

B With those who are attracted to
the fight for Marxist theory through
the ‘Future of Marxism’ conference
and the proposal for a new journal.

B With those in the Labour Party
and the various offshoots of the Com-
munist Party who are in opposition

‘There is a chance for a real step forward towards
the main immediate aim: the achievement of a
party of the working class able to lead and unite the
working class’s separate and temporary struggles.
It is a chance which must not be missed.’

mean that we became any more signi-

ficantly a party of the working class.

And so I think that if we drop the name
WRP and adopt a different name, not
with ‘party’ in it, then those who ob-
ject that that would be a retreat are
living in a fantasy world.)

The spheres of our work where we
have gained a position in which we can
attract into one political organisation
the leading comrades are:

M In Workers Aid for Bosnia and
the fight for solidarity with the work-
ing class of Bosnia and ex-Yugoslavia.

M Among the unemployed and
their organisations.

B Among the anti-racist and anti-

but as yet do not know where to go.

B With the many workers from
abroad now living in Britain, particu-
larly in London — political refugees,
asylum-seekers, foreign workers
often with no rights and no protection.

B The forces, especially young
people, who can be won through an
offensive against the Socialist Work-
ers Party, Socialist Outlook, Militant,
ete.

I don’t think these are simply a
broader periphery resulting from a
quantitative expansion of our work.
(Furthermore we must confront the
inescapable fact that they do not join
the WRP. One reason for that is that,

: |

despite much progress on this score,
we have not yet with sufficient work
and aggressiveness differentiated
ourselves, in their perception, from
the many left sects, some of them
calling themselves Trotskyists, and
known as ‘the groups’).

These new forces — we shall see
them at the conference we will organ-
ise on ‘The Future of Marxism’ in
April, in our work with those fighting
against imperialism in Africa and
Asia, in the fight in the Labour Party
and the trades unions, against unem-
ployment, and against racism and
fascism, and in Workers Aid for
Bosnia.

Qualitative change

THEY are the product of new experi-
ences, of the qualitative change repre-
sented by Stalinism’s collapse, of the
way in which that collapse and all its
consequences have made it possible
for comrades to come out of the long
nightmare and reflect anew on their
experiences.

It is no longer midnight in the
century! It is from this change that
the forces for a new party are coming
forward. We in the WRP have to count
ourselves among these forces, in the
sense that the 1985 expulsion of the
party’s then leader Healy and others
was part of the same process of
driving off the incubus of Stalinism
and its all-pervading pressure.

Finally, and again a theme central
to this whole report, those who are
fighting to overcome the decades of
Stalinist destruction are thrust into
great struggles arising from the
insoluble contradictions of capital-
ism’s historical crisis, which can be
grasped and acted upon only with the

theory and programme of the
permanent revolution. I

German reunification Fighting

9 talk from

trade union

BY BOB ARCHER

A POLITICAL storm has
broken out in Germany over the
cost of supporting the ‘new fed-
eral states’ in the former east
Germany.

Weekly magazine ‘Der
Spiegel’ estimates that 65 billion
Deutschmarks (£27 billion) have
*seeped into the sand’ in the east
since reunification.

This is money that has been
collected as taxes in the western
part of the country.

Thirty-five thousand west
Germans have also been sent to
create a state apparatus there
in place of the old Stalinist reg-
ime run by the Socialist Unity
Party (SED).

Total public funds transfer-
red from west to east since
reunification is set to rise to
DM200bn this year; private in-
westment should reach DM54bn.

The proportion between the
two is itself a decisive comment
on the role of private enterprise
in today’s capitalism.

ABOUT 300 anti-Nazis demons-
trated in Haldensleben, Saxony-
Anhalt, in eastern Germany,
against neo-Nazi violence on 18
February.

Extreme right-wingers had
brutally assaulted ‘auton-
ous’ young people there the
‘previous Monday.

They had attacked the house

Without the west German
state, eastern Germany would
be in the same desperate situa-
tion as the former USSR, Po-
land and all the rest.

The government’s budget is
in balance, the Deutschmark is
stable and unemployment is
lower that expected. All other
economic indicators are
terrible.

Catastrophic

Retail trade is catastrophic,
which is why there was the re-
cent undignified squabble be-
tween Bennetton and their
retailers. The stock exchange
has performed dismally and
property prices have been so
low that there has been at least
one spectacular bankruptey.

The dispute crosses party
lines. Conservative Christian
Democratic Union politicians in
the east defend themselves as
best as they can against party
colleagues in the west who rant
about waste and featherbed-
ding.

A lot of money, it is claimed,

where these young people live,
battering one of them about the
head with a baseball hat.

The youth was rushed to hos-
pital with a fractured skull. Six
of his attackers were arrested.

Saxony-Anhalt is one of the
‘new federal states’ carved out
of the former German Demo-
cratic Republic.

brings a high cost

has been spent recklessly on un-
necessary infrastructure de-
velopment in the east. News-
papers carry photographs of
industrial estates replete with
service roads, water and sewer-
age systems, and street light-
ing, but not a single factory.

This is set down next to re-
ports from towns in the west
which have waited for years for
a sewage plant.

A lot of the blame is put down
to simple confusion in a stormy
process of stguctural change.

‘Instant’ unification over-
whelmed the movement against
the Stalinist regime which had
toppled the regime of long-time
leader Erich Honecker. Since
then the leaders of the reform
movement have mainly taken a
back-seat as technocrats from
the west rode in on a golden
stream.

Now the strain is beginning
to tell. This may well mean re-
newed militancy in the united
working-class movement,
strengthened by the difficult ex-
perience bound up with the col-
lapse of Stalinism.

Neo-Nazi violence grows in eastern provinces

On the same day in nearby
Hoyerswerda police broke up a
rally of 37 right-wingers, some
of them in paramilitary uni-
form, at the town cemetery.

They were commemorating
the death of a right-winger in a
car accident two years ago. The
local authorities had banned the
demonstration.

TWO THOUSAND representa-
tives of Bavarian engineering
workers met last week to make
last-minute preparations for a
strike ballot.

Engineering and metalwor-
kers all over Germany, all
organised in the giant IG Metall
union, are negotiating a new
contract for wages and condi-
tions.

Under German employment
law such contracts are settled
periodically for entire indus-
tries in negotiations between un-
ions, the employers and the
government.

In Bavaria, 165,000 workers
in 600 firms are to be balloted.

The union is demanding a 6
per cent wage increase.

The German system of wage
negotiation avoids local ‘wild-
cat’ strikes but can lead to big
and bitter conflicts.

The last major engineering
strike in Bavaria, for example,
was in 1954 and lasted 18 days
before it erumbled.

Lost

IG Metall leader Josef Brun-
ner told the shop stewards,
meeting in Munich, that the
union had never once lost a
strike ballot.

‘A defeat [in the ballot] would
be the end of this round of wage
negotiations and perhaps the
end for decades to come,’ he
said.

‘Losing a ballot means
crawling on your backside.’

Nevertheless, the union must
obtain 75 per cent of the votes to
win the ballot.

The employers’ federation is
screaming that a strike now
would ‘annihilate’ jobs, not just

IG Metall members protesting earlier this month

because of increasing costs but
because it would lose German
firms their share of world mar-
kets.

Germany’s Social Democra-
tic Party economics expert,
Uwe Jens, called the engineers’
dispute ‘a totally superfluous
labour struggle’.

Federal employment minis-
ter Norbert Blum, of the conser-
vative Christian Democratic
Union, himself a long-standing
member of IG Metall, warned
trades unionists against des-
troying ‘the green shoots of eco-
nomic recovery'.

Only two weeks ago, influen-
tial conservative newspapers
such as ‘Die Welt’ were anti-
cipating that the leaders of Ger-
many's trade union federation,
the DGB, would be able to keep
strikes divided and localised.

Now the paper is warning
that it could be impossible for
union chiefs to confine the ac-

tion to Bavaria. Brunner’'s
fighting words in Munich should
be judged against this back-
ground.

Despite talk of economic re-
covery, many Germans are
hurting badly from the costs of
reunification and the situation
arising from it.

Behind IG Metall stand other
unions such as the white-collar
Deutsche Angestellten Gewirk-
schaft (DAG), which is deman-
ding that wages in the former
German Democratic Republic
(GDR) should be brought up to
west German levels in stages.

It also wants the 40-hour
week in insurance firms cut to
38 hours, and in banking to 39
hours.

The catering trade union, the
NGG, is to demand a 35-hour
week in western Germany and a
definite improvement on the
40-hour week in the former
GDR.
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Kurdish trade union
leader kidnapped

FRIENDS and family fear for
the life of a Kurdish trade union-
ist who has been abducted from
outside his house in Batman,
south-east Turkey. Osman Kun-
des, a father of six, is president
of the Municipality Workers'
Union’s (Belediye-Is Sendikasi)
branch in Batman.

At 4.30pm on 6 February he
came home from his office in his
trade union car. Osman’s
16-year-old son, who had gone
outside to greet him, witnessed
two men aged between 20 and 25

approach his father and ask him

to come with them on some ur-
gent business.

Osman Kundes told them he
was hungry and would prefer to
talk after the evening meal or
the following day, but they insis-
ted that it was urgent.

Osman asked his son to come
with them. The son went to get
his coat, but minutes later,
when he came back out, his
father and the men had gone. An
eye-witness later said she saw
Osman sitting in the front pas-
senger seat of his trade union
car, while one of the men drove
and the other sat in the back. A
second car was following,

The trade union car was
found abandoned the following
day about 70 kilometres away
on the road between Batman
and Kozluk. The family has
asked the authorities for infor-

mation about Osman’'s where-
abouts but have so far been un-
successful.

Some 14,000 people have
been killed in the past decade of
war between Turkish govern-
ment forces and Kurdish guer-
rillas. A state of emergency is in
force in ten provinces, including
Batman.

Police operations against
Kurdish activists are being car-
ried out all over Turkey. Last
year there were more than 50
reported ‘disappearances’, and
more than 400 people were kil-
led in unclarified circumst-
ances. oW

In most cases the victims
were shot by unidentified
assailants in the streets of cities
in the south-east such as Bat-
man, where a member of parlia-
ment was shot in 1993. Relatives
believe they have been killed by
agents of the state.

Eight people became victims
of unclarified murders in Bat-
man in January 1995. In Febru-
ary 1993, a cross-party par-
liamentary commission was
established to investigate these
‘murders by unknown persons’.

But two years later, with the
total death toll having risen to
well over 1,200, the commission
has still not submitted a final
report or proposed any concrete
measures to put a halt to the
murders.

New committee takes
forward work for
Fourth International

A BIG STEP forward in the task of
reconstructing the Fourth Inter-
national was taken at a meeting in
London on 13-14 February be-
tween the Workers International
League (LIT-Cl) and the Workers
International to Rebuild the
Fourth International (WI-RFI).

The two organisations formed
an international liaison commit-
tee with a 21-point declaration
which will be published simul-
taneously in the newspapers of
the different sections of the two
organisations. This declaration
will be published in next week’s
Workers Press in a four-page
supplement.

At the meeting were members
of the LIT-CI from Brazil, Spain,
France and Britain and members
of the WIRFI from Hungary and
Britain. All had attended the
Workers Revolutionary Party’s
congress the previous weekend.

Both organisations are fully
committed to Workers Aid for
Bosnia. It was on the basis of this
(and other) common work and a
convergence of analysis, and

conclusions about the nature of
the societies emerging from the
collapse of Stalinism, that they
were able to renew at a higher
level the political collaboration
which they attempted in 1987.

The liaison committee now
unites the two organisations in
the preparation of the Future of
Marxism conference which will
be held in the autumn. A prelimin-
ary one-day meeting will be held
in London during April.

The next meeting of the
liaison committee will be held in
London on 27 March. It will dis-
cuss the situation and problems
of refugees and immigrant work-
ers. The committee is already in
fraternal discussions and com-
mon actions with organisations
of these workers.

The meeting gave full support
to the International Trade Union
Support Committee’s initiative
for an international conference of
mineworkers centred on solidar-
ity with the miners of Tuzla,
Bosnia.

B See page 7.
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South African workers
face new crackdown

SOUTH AFRICAN workers face war from the state led by
President Nelson Mandela.

In a speech to open the second session of the country’s
new parliament, Mandela promised a crackdown on crime,

corruption and industrial
anarchy. By industrial
anarchy he means strikes.

Striking workers have
already faced police dogs
and brutality under
Mandela’s government; this

‘will be intensified in his

‘battle against the forces of
anarchy and chaos’.

BY MIKE COOKE

‘Let no one say they have not
been warned,’ he said.

On the other hand, he
emphasised his commitment to
fiscal discipline, reducing the
budget deficit and cutting the

state's share of the national
income. This means ‘austerity’
for the vast majority of the
people of South Africa.

Demands

‘The government simply
does not have the money to meet
the demands that are being adv-
anced,’ he said. ‘Mass action of
any kind will not create resour-
ces that the government does
not have.’

He condemned the ‘wrong
notion that the government has

a big bag of money’.

Opinion polls show growi
dissatisfaction with the gover
ment.

Ironically, most dissatisfz
tion was registered amo:
groups that support the Afric:
National Congress and i
leader Mandela.

Dissatisfied

The least dissatisfied grou
tend to be supporters of Inkat!
or the former ruling party und
apartheid, the National Part;

LED by the ex-Bishop of Evreux, Jaques Gaillot, and the singer Jaques
Higelin, campaigners for the homeless attempted last month to

occupy empty property in Paris.

They aimed to enter premises in the Rue du Dragon adjoining a
building taken over by squatters. The hope was to set up a ‘solidarity
space’ to provide medical and other services for the squatters.

But the local authority sent riot police to stop the occupation on the
pretext that the premises were ‘unsafe’.

Campaigners were not even let in when they offered to render the
building safe! French housing campaigners point out that very few
local councils are using emergency powers to requisition empty
properties and turn them over to the homeless.

Meanwhile, the squatters in the Rue du Dragon are wondering
whether the riot squad will call on them, too.

Picture: Campaigners confront the CRS riot squad in the Rue du Dragor

Picture from Lutte Ouvriere.

Right-wing terror in East Timol

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

INDONESIAN military com-
manders appear to have resor-
ted to new terror methods in
East Timor. Gangs of hooded
thugs are terrorising people in
Dili, the capital, apparently
with the connivance of the milit-
ary.

The gangs have attacked
houses, intimidated residents
and abducted 29 people. Reports
indicate that the gangs, which
are being referred to as ‘Ninja’
gangs, began operating about 7
February.

Stoning

They have been roaming the
streets at night, stoning and
burning houses and attacking
local people. They seem to be

targeting opponents of Indone-

sian rule.

The army has denied any
links with the gangs, claiming
they are East Timorese nation-
alists. But a spokesperson for
the military said it does not in-
tend to take any action against
the gangs at this stage.

Witnesses have reported that
the military has been observing
the attacks, but taking no ac-
tion, although East Timor’'s

police chief, Andreas Sugianto,
has said that at least one suspec-
ted gang member was arrested
on 9 February.

Since November 1994, the
level of unrest in East Timor
has increased dramatically. In-
donesian occupation forces
have responded with arbitrary
arrests, torture, and killings.

Troops and secret police pat-
rolled Dili in strength all
through the Christmas period. A
pro-Indonesian youth organisa-
tion was able to attack a news-
paper office and beat up the
editor, with impunity.

Early in the new year troops
opened fire on demonstrators
near Baucau army headquar-
ters.

On 9 January, as talks on the
future of East Timor opened at
the UN in Geneva, there were
demonstrations in Dili and at
the university demanding self-
determination and the release
of jailed resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao.

Armed

Army reinforcements moved
into East Timor from the west of
the island and by sea. On 12
January, the armed forces
announced that they had killed
six guerrillas in a military con-
frontation. It appears the six

were innocent villagers, two of
them village heads, executed in
reprisal after three soldiers
were killed in a clash with guer-
rillas. The military in East
Timor is continuing to deny that
the six were civilians, but the
Indonesian government has
acknowledged that soldiers in-
volved in the incident might
face a court martial.

A report released by the UN
Special Rapporteur on extra-
judicial, summary or arbitrary

executions concluded that I
donesian forces were respons
ble for killings during th
November 1991 Santa Cruz ma
sacre in Dili. It also criticise
the Indonesian government fc
failing to satisfactorily invest
gate the fate of those killed an
‘disappeared’ as a result of th
massacre.

The Indonesian governmer
hasstated that it does not accej
the report’s conclusions and ri
commendations.

Public meeting

Vietnam: revolutionaries
against colonialism
and Stalinism

Monday 6 March, 7pm

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1
(nearest tube: Holborn)

Speaker: Ngo Van
A worker and a Trotskyist, Ngo Van was imprisoned in the
1930s by the French colonial regime and in the 1940s by the
Vietminh. His book, ‘Revolutionaries They Could Not Break:
The Fight for the Fourth International in Indochina 1930-45’,
is being published by Index Books in March.

Meeting sponsored by Workers Press and Revolutionary History
Enquiries: PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB. Phone: 071-582 8882.



