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CHICAGO—The mammoth Cook
County Hospital here has been
virtually shut down for the past six
weeks in what has become the
longest strike by doctors in US
history.

450 house staff doctors defied a
court ordered injunction to return
to work and are demanding control

over their working conditions.
Conditions u'gnoll County are
miserable. So bad, In fact, that the
safety and proper care of patients,
can no longer be guaranteed.
Doctors complain of poorly func-
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and ‘“terrible”’ lab facilities. For
some patients this means death, for
others needless suffering.

Doctors, nurses and all hospital
employees are demanding an end
to these inhuman conditions. The
house staff doctors are refusing to
return to work until the hospital

"s a revolution brewing in
sters.”’ That was the

last wlekend.

Formed in. the Midwest in
Augyst, TDC is a Teamster rank
and! file group. Last weekend,
Teamsters for a Decent Contract
spread to the west coast. Mel
Packer, a TDC representative from
Pittsburgh, spoke at a series of
organizing meetings about the
group and its goals. The uniform
success of these meetings indicates
that the rank and file movement in
the Teamsters Union-has reached
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the take-off point.

In Los Angeles, Oakland, Port-
land, and Seattle, the response was
the same. *‘When Frank Fitzsim-
mons plays golf with Nixon and the
heads of the trucking companies,
then something needs to be done,’’
was the way one Seattle truck
driver put if.

In Portland, Packer was met at
the airporf by a TV camera crew
and interviewed about the TDC
Still slightly skeptical of TDC's
claims of massive dissatisfaction
within the union, the newmen
went off with their cameras to a
nearby truck stop. They inter-

viewed three truckers there, and -

found the same thing. All were

s
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Dr. James G. Haughton, com-
mission director, refused to nego-
tiate the demands of the house
staff. He insists that the doctors
and hospital workers have no
business telling him how to run the
hospital,

The truth is that Haughton has
proved hi If i

governing commission agrees to
their demands for improved condi-
tions, fewer hours, full time
Spanish interpreters, and a wage
increase.

ble of mai
taining Cook Cmm(;‘s hcnith.!c}:r
vices and ignores the problems on
the wards. To him, his $80,000 a
year job is just one step on the way
up to a higher government position

with HEW.

While he sits in his plush
conditioned office, patients
defend lhemn:lvumwhh paper

i
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insects that invade the ope
windows of thelr un-air conditioned
wards.

Housekeepers, clerks, technic-
ians and nurses have voiced
ds. A

the

angry about conditions in
industry and were anxious to make
a fight on the new contract.

It is because of this anger about

such issues as declining real
wages, massive layoffs, and an
ineffective grievance procedure
that the Teamsters for a Decent
Contract was formed. Teamsters
from a dozen cities met in Chicago
and agreed that it was necessary to
organize around the contract if
another sellout is to be avoided on
March 31. That's when the, national
Master Freight Agreement (MFA)
expires. TDC is circulating a
petition of contract demands to all
workers covered by the MFA or
similar contracts.

LOCAL MEETINGS

The Los Angeles meeting, called
by the Grapevine, a local rank and
file Teamster paper. was one of the
best. Seventy Teamsters, including
many stewards, attended from
Local 208 (local freight drivers),
Local 357 (dock workers), Local 692

# (general), Local 224 (line drivers),

¢ ‘Local 396 (general, freight,” and
rEUPS),

and Local 595 (grocery,
"'warehouse). The meeting voted to
\circula((‘ the TDC petition and to
hold another meeting in two weeks.
<A steering committee' was set up

[

* which included the wives of two

*Teamster members.

InOakland, 50 Teamsters from
six locals met. The meeting inclu-
ded Teamsters from San Jose, who
have already gotten hundreds of
signatures on the TDC petitions.
About 30 Teamsters from three or
four locals met in both Seattle and
Portland.

In all four cities, the movement is
broadly based. Grocery, UPS and
warehouse workers are included as
well as freight drivers. And it is
united. Black and white Teamsters
and men and women are involved
im most cities. : .

Every meeting voted to set up
some kind of steering committee or
continuations committee to keep

. things going. And in every city
there was sympathetic TV, radio,
and newspaper coverage of the
meetings.

In assessing the meetings, Pack-
er told Workers' Power that the
most important aspect was a
commitment to building an ongoing
rank and file group. ‘‘Everywhere
we stressed that the Teamsters for
a Decent Contract is not a one-shot
affair. We _do not intend to fold-up
and go home after the new contract
is settled,”" he said. i

*  “It's clear that we now have the
pousioity of

support of the doctors’ d
hospital-wide walkout is planned if
Hiughton continues in his refusal
to negotiate. a

everywhere we're getting a tre-
mendous response to that idea.’’ []



How Two Mexicans Were Held Up
By Three Robbers, One Court,

The Immigration Service, & One
Mushroom

Grower

.

Supporting Roles Played By:
The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,

. The United States Gove
thre Retail, Wholesale

Jose Vavalas and Francisco
Aquilera are young Mexicans, who
crossed the American border ille-
gally. They speak no English.
They. -along with thousands of
other Mexicans without papers,

have come to Southern Pennsyl-
-varia in search of work on the local
mushroom farms.

Last June Vavalas and Aquilera

i

ent, and

and Aquilera did not
a hearing on a public
defenffer’s motion for their release
until six weeks after imprisonment.
Release was denied.

RACISM
Finally théir cmglayer was con-

vinced by the American Civil
Liberties Union to post bond for the

S . R 1

Agriculture is a multi-million dollar industry—but not for farmworkers.

were held up and robbed of $400.
Jhe local authorities went wild.
_/They 'arrested three unemployed
Puerto Ricans. They also held
Vavalas and Aquilera in custody for
ten weeks—as material witpesses.
_~The excusc for jailing the two
(M;\mms was their lack of identi-
fication. Vavalas and Aquilera
explained their 1D was in their
wallets, which had been stolen
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two out of their back wages and
they were released

Thus far this story illustrates the
profound racism of American jus-
tice. For lack of identification, two
non-white victims of a holdup are
kept imprisoned for ten weeks

Imagine the scenario if the
victims had been two middle aged
white businessmen. Jail would not
have been the result of their
reporting a holdup.

But there is more to the story.

Mushroom growing is a multi-
million dollar industry in South-
eastern Pennsylvania. The growers
have made vast profits off cheap
labor—first Appalachian whites,
then blacks, then Puerto Ricans.

Since the late 60's Puerto Ricans
have been brought to work in US
farming areas. They are brought
through an agreement with the
government of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico and the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

d Department Store Union.

For the mushroom industry this
agreement has meant an unlimited
supply of legal, non-English speak-
ing, cheap labor

Puerto Rican mushroom workers
not only work for less, the;
forced to pay a high percent of their
carnings back to the growers for
substandard housing and food.

The workers have no one to turn
to—as the whole deal has been

thought up, organized and ap-
proved by the two governments.
NO UNION
And the workers have no
union

At least they thought they

had no union

Last year, several Puerto Ricans
working at a mushroom packaging
plant were informed their monthly
dues to Retail, Wholesale and
Department  Store  Union  were
being raised from $2.00 o $10.75

Many said thev didn’t know they
were represented by the union
Others said they had never seen an
nt of the unon
All 50 Puerto Rican workers were
fired. Shortly after, the bosses
brought in trucks carrying Mexican
workers without documents.

Other farm owners and
room processing plant owners soon
discovered that they could pay ille
al Mexicans evenless. And as they
were illegals and afraid of deporta-
tion they are also afraid of fighting
back

Soon more and more of the
Puerto Ricans found themsclves
replaced with even cheaper Mexi-
¢#n labor

Both groups of incredibly cxploi-
ted workers have been successfully
pitted against each other. They are
fighting each other, rather than
fighting the mushroom bosses

The holdup of Vavalas, and
Aquilera was part of the ongoing
war between the two groups

The story shows the profound
racism of the system...it also
shows how racism is used to divide
workers

mush

DEPORTED

Vavalas and Aquilera are back at
work in the custody of their boss.

After the trial they will be
deported; shipped out of the
country like used up bits of

machinery. Meanwhile the poverty
of Mexico and Puerto Rico assures
the mushroom bosses of thousands
of desperate and jobless young
workers ready to take their place.

- The immediate solution to the
plight of Vavalas, Aquilera and the
thousands of Puerto Rican and
Mexican workers screwed by the
mushroom bosses is a real union
that will organize them to fight the

bosses, not each other.

The final solution is to end the
system of bosses, borders and
unemployment. L
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The strike of printers con-
tinues at the Washington Post.
Most of the other unions at !he

Ru‘ "\r& |e
Posl are respecting the print-

bq * rg\*IC

ers’ picket lines. But shghlh K
more than half of the 800
Newspaper Guild members e
are still working, contrary to
the instructions of their local.
Many of the reporters and
other white collar employees bought the company's line that the
printers were attacking freedom of the press when they damaged
the presses at the beginning of the sirike

In fact, the Post strike has ripped the veil of secrecy off the news
paper industry s scab school in Oklahoma City. The Newspaper
Production and Research Center, as it is called, trains newspaper
executives to continue operations during strikes. The Washington
Post had been sendimg executives to the school for about a vear, in
on of the printers” strike. Robert Spahn, who runs the
savs he doesn't mind being called a scab. *I've been called
than that.”" he exy

anticip:
school
far worse

e e
One out of every six workers in the United States was unemployed
for at least some length of time last year. For black workers, it was
one out of four E
s s s

Lloyd McBride, Director of United Steel Workers District 34, has
formally announced his candidacy for president of the union in the
1977 elections. McBride, who is the first officially declared
candidate, is a strong supporter of incumbent 1.W, Abel and of
Abel’s no-strike deal. But other district directors who also support
Abel are likely to get into the race before too long. Running on
McBride's slate will be Frank McKee, District 38 director, and Lynn
Williams, Canadian director.

s .

Los Angeles cab drivers are angry that their union, Teamsters
Local 640, has joined forces with the Yellow Cab Company in trying
to cut the drivers’ rate of pay. The union has already agreed to make
the drivers pay the pension contributions that the company used to
pay. Now they want the drivers to accept a cut in their 49%
commission when a fare increase goes through

- - -

The recession is over for some. . .General Motors stockholders
GM profits for the third quarter were $243 million. That's 15 times
higher than their profits a year ago.

" s e

GM workers at the Boxwood Road plant in Delaware have voted
strike authorization over work standards disputes. There are at least
200 such unresolved grievances. Speedup continues even though
some workers are still on layoff. Nevertheless, the local UAW
leadership is stalling on actually calling a strike, The Boxwood Road
plant makes the Chevette, GM’s new small car. A strike now would
seriously hurt GM’s hopes of selling 250,000 Chevettes this model
year

. e .

Chrysler Corporation is recalling 6,000 1974-model Plymouths
and . Dodges because several policemen have died of carbon
monoxide poisoning in them. A city official in Baltimore charged
that the cars were intentionally sabotaged while being assembled at
the Lynch Road plant in Detroit. A Chrysler spokesman said that
was nonsense; that the problem was faulty design.

. s e

What's happening where you work? Sent Items for this column to:
Workers' Power, 14131 Woodward Ave., Highland Park, Michigan
48203. Or phone 313-869-5965.
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Racist Offensive

Liberals Retreat

.
Liberal politicians are for lots of good things. Such as
equality, }:v(‘dum and social justice. At least on paper.
Their dedication to these ideals usually
serious fight has to be made

The latest striking example is the issue of busing for
school integration. To a large extent it was liberals who
originally called for the busing programs. They were
unwilling to wage the truly emormous social struggle
needed for real integration and an end to racism in this
society. They were also terrified by the idea of an
independent  militant black- movement fighting for
integration or anything else.

The liberals adopted the issue of school busing as a
piecemeal way to win partial reform. Once upon a time,
busing seemed like the easiest way for them to regain
control of the black movement.

But in the last couple of years, in Boston, Louisville, and
other places less well known, the school integration issue
exploded on the streets. Black parents put their families,
including their children’s lives, on the line to break racist
boycotts. They went to school despite the rock‘throwing
crowds bordering on lynch mobs. In places like Columbia
Point in Boston, they began physically defending
themselves.

When the struggle for black equality actually gets
underway, liberals discover to their horror that there is a
“‘white backlash'' organized by racists. They also discover
that when black people have to fight back against a racist
offensive, they don’t necessarily stick to the ‘‘peaceful,”
‘‘gradual,”’ “‘legal” methods the liberals have in mind.

lasts until a

“EXPERT" SWITCHES

James Coleman is a famous liberal ‘‘busing exgert.”’
His 1966 testimony led to many of the court-ordered
busing plans. Last week, he testified again, to the Senate
Judiciary Committee—to say he's changed his mind. Like
other liberals, this scholar has rediscovered the ‘‘white
backlash.™

Coleman did a new study. This one shows that whites
fleeing the cities leave black cities ‘‘re-segregated.”
ACII‘II.") this study proves that real school Integration

ing that includes the suburbs and the schools of
the rich. But Coleman and his friends are not about to
fight for that. They have a different answer: give in to
racism.

This scholar was not only speaking for himself. His
change of heart was major news in almost newspaper. He
represents a trend that will grow. The Democratic

It may

Party platform in 1976 will not support busing.
openly oppose it.

Among the major pro-busing forces, the NAACP is still
pushing hard in the courts. Busing is practically the only
serious program these black middle class leaders have
going, so they are tied to it. But even the NAACP is now
split. In every city where busing is actually causing a
crisis, there is a wing of NAACP that wants to drop it.

No one is surprised that the right wing of the
Republican Party, led by Gerald Ford, stands four-square
against busing. But the truth is that as things to come to
the crunch, Gerald Ford and the liberal establishment
wind up in the same camp on this issue.

They may arrive there by slightly different routes. But
one thing is certain. You can always trust a liberal—to be a
liberal.

(313)
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Chemical Workers
Want Decent Contract

What We Think [}

TRl fll - services of over 1200

NITRO, W.Va.—Members of
Steelworkers' Local 12610 have
been on strike against Monsanto, a
chemical company here, for over
four weeks now for a new contract.

No new progress has been made
in negotiations. In fact, the most
recent proposal from the company
offers less than their original
contract, :

The courts have shown which
side they're on, issuing an injunc-
tion prohibiting pickets from block-
ing traffic into and out of the plant.
Managment and non-union per-

sonnel are inside trying to run the
plant, working 16 hour shifts.
Strikers on the picket line
expressed confidence that the
workers would stick together until a
decent contract, hlcludlng better
health and retl and

FARMWORKERS FILE CHARGES

elections, charges have been filed
against more than/30 growers—all
on complaints filed by the United

Farm Workers Union.

The Californial Agricultural Rela-
tions Board (ALKB) now has begun

to process a fef of these. They
range from complaints against
favoritism to hatassment and in-

timidation. They were filed during
this fall's organiging drive by the
United Farm forkers  Union
(UFW).

Fifteen of thkse growers are
charged with firing workers be-
cause of their the UFW.
Twenty-one gre charged with deny-
ing union/organizers access to

to vote Teamster. Four are charged
with threatening workers with
deportation. The list goes on.

So far only a small part of the
total complaints have been pro-
cessed, and charges are made only
when the evidence is overwhelm-
ing

At White River Farms, the ALRB
ruled that just before the election
there, over 300 workers had been
hired in return for promises to vote

no umon

At Crosetti Orchards in Santa
Cruz, UFW organizers and sup-
porters were threatened with a
machete. Two days
supervisor told the whole crew that
they should vote Teamster **if they

later the’

All of this goes to prove what the
UFW has been saying since the
election drive began in September
—the agribusiness corporatiohs
and their allies have been conduct-
ing a state-wide campaign of
harassment against the UFW's
drive to organize California farm
workers.

In the first two weeks, the IBT
and the UFW won about equal
numbers of elections. Since then
the UFW has pulled steadily into
the lead.

All over Cahfornia. in spite of the
growers' harassment, workers are
coming to the UFW and asking for
help in organizing. They know thar
only the UFW is willing to fight for
them, and that only with a fighting

workers iy the labor camps and on  liked their jobs.”' The Yener Co. in . hey . hope

their lunghbreaks. Eight are charg-  San Djego County fired 102 wor- “m“r cam they hepe 10 v
ed with [improper assistance to a ers because they were UFW anything

rival unjon—telling their workers members. —7 David Marshall

Puerto Rican national-
onstrated on November

30 community and left
took part in a spirited

unctuated br the chants
n '75" and

Puerto Rico Right Now."'
The rally’ was held to gain
support for the five nationalists
who have been in US federal

prisons for 21-25 years
Raphel Cancel Miranda and
Lolita Lebron, two of the

imprisoned nationalists, led
armed attatks on President
Truman and the Congress in
1950 and 1954 in order to call
attention to the continued colon-
ial status of Puerto Rico in the
form of “‘commonwsalth.'’ They
are among the longest-held
political prisoners in US history.

The rally was also dedicated
to Puerto Rican independeifce
and the liberation &F all political
prisoners.

All the speakers emphasized
the link between Puerto Rico's
struggle with that of Guinea-
Blssau Mozambique and An-

90} The last speaker, Juan Men-
dez, of the Puerto Rican Social-
ist Parly, summed it up: “‘We
should not see them [the five
imprisoned nationalists] as
mere prisoners, but as prisoners
of war. We are in a war and
we'll always be in a war until all
oppressed people are free. The
independence of Puerto Rico is a
contribution to the revolutionary
process laklng place throughout
the world.’ ]

Free Puerto Rlco'

Campus Workers Strike

PHILADELPHIA—Members of
Operating Engineers Local 835 on
the University of Pennsylvania
campus here have been on strike
since October 16, .

The university Is without the
workers,
including dining service employ-
ees, library workers, and animal
handlers, who refused to cross the
rel;.-ket line. Their absence Is being

it

The strikers are asking for a
10-12 percent pay hike. In the past
seven years the operating engin-
cers have received no significant
pay raise. They have had enough.

e university has offered only a
three percent raise in the next year.

A student strike coalition is
active in supporting the strike. But
many sludems have sided with
man

a cost of living, Is won.

They point out that the non-
union workers, who have to work 16
hours when management tells
them to, are getting worn out a lot
faster than the men on the picket
line. 0

Jo Kimbrough

B
The fc.clmg among the strikegs is
that maintenance workegp” are
always put on the bottom: "thn
we were kids our fathers worked for
sweatshop wages. . .well,
far from that now,’" claims George
Murray, electrical operator.
James Murray, a steam opersior

it ain't-y

sald, ‘“Why can't they cul some
cream off the top and put some at
the botiom?"

That's what the strike is aimi?ﬁ

for.
Chris Petro

CABBIES GET SNOWED

PHILADELPHIA—With the Bi-

centennial activities here next year .

expected to draw millions of
tourists, the taxi business will go
through a boom at the same time as
drivers' old contract was to expire.
That's why the new contract just
; ned between Teamsters Local

and the Yellow Cab Co. is poor,
even though it contains some

rtant gains.

he tourist business put the
Local in a particularly llrong‘
h In 00 I i

taking sdvantage of that positi

ng g P .
the local leadership brooght in a

new proposal six months before the
old contract was up. Although
there are some gains in the area of
driver commissions, important is-
sues around and driver
grievances were Ignored.
Unfortunately, coming off the

worst contract the drivers ever had,
the new one looked too good to pass
up. The local leadership sprung the
contract at a meeting attended by
only 150 out of a membership of
1500, and got it approved.

A rank and file group, Comm\l
tee for a Strong Union, attempted
to mobilize people against the
contract but were caught by
suprise both by the speed with
which it was ratified and also by the
number af concessions the com-
pany was willing to make to avpid a
contract struggle.

For the moment the Committee
has been stymied by the first wave
of enthusiasm for the new agree-
ment, but there remains a layer of
discontented drivers who saw the
new contract as a snow-job. These
drivers could provide the basis for
action in the future. m]
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Coup Rumors Swamp Lishon

Lisbon is filled with rumors this week that a
right-wing coup in the armed forces may be
tried this weekend. Detailed information
on plans for the reported operation were
revealed Monday morning by the
newly-formed left-wing Armed Forces
Military Vigilance Commission

The Commissions’s account has not yet been
verified. But the military high command has
scheduled certain troop maneuvers this
week that support the Commission's report

The right-wing strategy Is to use the
maneuvers as a prelude to the coup. They
are being held under the pretext of
pf!'pldn% to defend Portugal from a puisihle
Imvasion from southern Spain.

Units stationed to the south of Lisbon w nl be
moved to the north. There they will be
re-shuffled, placed under right-wing
commanders, and sent to occupy the
Southern agricultural region. Reportedly,
the right-wing strategy was mapped out at
an Octoben 27 meeting of the Military High
Commind Studies Institute.

» = 5
The !’;ﬂms‘ H¥hind this reported operation is
a Col. Oliveira Carvalho. (Not to be confused
with Gen. Otelo de Carvalho, the
commander of COPCON.) Oliveiro Carvalho
has intimate relations with the U.S. embassy
in Lisbon.
With him wege Col. Ramires da Oliveira, a
representative with the NATO command in
Brussels, and a Major Espirito Santo. He has
jusl returned from a course on mvasion and
spyirtg techniques, held in the United States

While this group was making its plans, the

War—Torn Lebanon

r the pre- 1974 regime. Thc) are to be
d, along with right-wing commandos
from the newly-formed *‘Military
Intervention Unit'' (AMI) to neutralize
Lisbon, where revolutionary workers and
soldiers are strongest.

The annbuncement of these plans may bring
the struggle in the Army to a head. The
Command is waging a war of attrition

Collapsing

by Dan Posen useful

beachhead

and economic minority.

LISBON, Tuesday, November 4

Many of them have no

against left-wing soldiers. In the next two
months, tens of thousands of conscript
soldiers are supposed to be **de-mobilized. "
That means they will lose their guns and join
the ranks of the unemployed.

The p Is to break the power of Soldiers
United for Victory, the revolutionary rank
and file soldiers’ movement. Rank and flle
soldiers are fighting back. In the Lisbon
area, a thousand troops who guard the major
arms supply depots recently voted not to lei
any more arms leave the depots. The arms
are being used to supply right-wing forces.
In Oporto, a thousand SUV soldiers led a
mass march of 30,000 last week. SUV now
has members in every unit in the central
military regime. A powerful response by the
ranks may force cancellation of the planned
maneuvers.

TIED TO ANGOLA CRISIS

The timing of this struggle is closely tied to
the crisis of Independence in Angola. If the
right can create chaos in Portugal on
November 11 it would prevent the
gmem-enl from turning fu!l power over to
Angola’s legiti lib t,
the MPLA. .

In Luanda, Angola’s capital, right-wing
Portuguese paratroopers have seized key
parts of the city. The MPLA's mass media

installations were wrecked.

The United Revolutionary Front (FUR) in
Portugal this week is building a campaign to
alert workers to the danger of a right wing
coup. FUR demands the total, unulndi‘mnaj
turnover of power to MPLA on November 11
and Portugal’s recognition of the MPCA
government

There is a third front to the escalating class
war in Portugal. In the southern region,
farmworkers are taking over landlords’
estates. They have fought with landlords,
right-wing government troops, and
middle-class mobs organized by the Socialist
Party and the Popular Democrats

* In BarreiPh. farmworkers and industrial

workers me joined forces. At a Saturday
night mass meeting, the workers'
commissions at nearby fertilizer plants voted
to supply fertilizer directly to the peasants to
prevent factory owners from sabotaging the
struggle

At the American-owned multinational Time

' corporation, the management tried to lay of

a large number of workers. Workers’
commissgons responded by calling an
emergency meeting of all workers'
commissions in the Lisbon area, and
representatives of Timex workers from other
European nations to fight back with
international solidarity.

The days to come are a crucial test for the
powerful Portuguese workers’
movement—to smash the right-wing
offensive and open the way For armed
workers to take power

Every night, TV news shows the
films of Lebanese hotels reduced to

rubble by mortar fire. But they
don’t explain why
Eight months from now, Leban

on will probably no longer exist. In
fact, it may take much less time
than that.’

Lebanon’s rickety political struc-
ture . was set up in 1943, It was
designed to hold together a feeble
capitalist regime by sctting up the
elite  section of the Christian
Maronite sect as the permanent
rulers. Middle class Sunni Moslem
politicians vadre allowed 1o be their
Junior partrfrs.

The poo workers and agricul-
tural laborers are mostly Shiite
Moslems. They were effectively
shut out from any power,

The conflict in f‘nbmon often
appears (o be a battle between
religious groups. But its real roots
are the fadtastic gulf between rich
and poor—and the Infl of

vehical for western capitalism in
the Middle East. It was a thriving
commerical crossroads and a head
quarters for all the major corporate
powers with Middle East connec
tions

The major cities, Beirut and
Tripoli, arc glittering showcases
with modern ports, rich night spots
and world-famous tourist hotels

When the power of the govern-
ment was challenged once before,
in 1958, US President Dwight
Eisenhower sent US marines to
Lebanon to restore its authority

But under the g!mcrmh facade.
Lebanese capitalism s pitifully
feeble. In the shadow of the
wealthy apartment buildings and
offices is a growing class of
Moslem workers, many of whom

<have left the poverty-strigken coun-
tryside.
whom

These
there is

are people for
little work and

economy In Lebanon

outside powers.
As long as its political structure
survived, Lebanon has been a

Armed warfare boqan in Leb

has never been able to unify the
country. The Christian Maronites,
once = majority, are now a

when
L

b Iy wppom IM P

bombod refuge camps in n

share in the artificial wealth of the
commercial and banking elite. And
Lebanon, with its right-wing rulers,
totally tied to the commerce and
military protection of the West,
never became a real part of the
Arab Middle East.

This year. those contradictions
have exploded in heavy mortar and
machine gun fire

COLLAPSE

This spring, US Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger spend about
$3 billion in promises of US aid to
set up the so-called Sinai peace
settlement between FEgypt and
Israel. Indirectly, the collapse of
Lebangp is part of the price for that
settlement.

The Egypt-Israel Sinai deal left
Israel with a totally free hand to
invade southern Lebanon at will,
pulverize Pastinian refugee camps
in Lebanon from the air, kidnap the
people and blow up their villages:
Thousands of Lebanese peasant
farmers fled.

war ht wing Phalangists. lsrael, which has
langlsts.

A scene from Lebanon. The glittering commercial Imdo is being pounded

Into dust by rocket and mortar fire.

e U.S.,

Israel, and Syria are getting

ready for the carve-up of the country.

The Zionist regime in Israel
cannot accept the right of Palestin-
ians to return to their land, or even
live on its borders.

Even in refugee camps, the
Palestinians represent a national
resistance movement which threat-
ens the power structure of Israel.
This regime hold power only
because it has robbed the Palestin-
ians of their homes, their land and
their national rights.

Palestinian Arabs in Lebanon
also came under murderous attack
from near-fascist Christian armed
groups. These groups, such’as the
Phalange party and the ‘‘Defend-
ers of the Cedars,”" have been
secretly armed and supplied by
Israel,Jordan the US and Iran to
terrorize the Palestinians. The
Palestinians began fighting back
after Phalangists with machine
guns massacred 27 Palestinians on
a bus. i

Cease-fires were announced, and
Palestinians tried to pull back from

the fighting. But new attacks came,
and the whole Moslem po_lpulalion
was drawn into the battle. They are
fighting for their survival.

The government ¢ of Syrh also hll
a political and
Lebanon. It believes . that bou:
Lebanon and Palestine (Israel and
its occupled territories) belong to
it.

So Syria is pouring Russian-built
arms into the fighting, to establish
its own base for the coming
carve-up of Lebanon.

If the crisis continues, Israel
Lwith quiet US support) is likely to
simply take over southern Leban-
on. Syria may respond by moving
in troops of its own.

The masses of people in Lebanon
are the victims of these maneuvers.
They are used as pawns for the
imperialist giants and the ruling
classes in the Middle East. Until
those rulers are overthrown, the
pomises of self-determination and
peace in the Middle East will be a
cruel hoax ]

BOSTON—On November 1 a
demonstration held in the Portu-
guese community of East Cam-
bridge drew 200 spirited marchers
Lhantlng. in Portuguese and Eng-
lish: **Out with the scum, power to
those who work,” and *“‘Chile,
Chile Never Again, Workers and
Soldiers United will ‘Win." The

Portuguese Workers Committee,
the Portuguese Immigrant Group,
the Cambridge Tenants Organizing
Committee, and the Somerville
Tenants Union sponsored the dem-
onstration.

The démonstration was support-
ed by the Boston International
Socialists.
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'N.O.W. STRIKE

“Alice Doesn’tDay” Didn’t

' by Karen Kaye and Susan Flynn

October 29 was declared “*Alice
Doesn’t Day'' by the National
Organization for Women. NOW
called upon women to strike that
day. The purpose was to demon-
strate women'’s importance to the
economy. But Alice Doesn’t Day
didn’t.

In most cities the event received
a lot of publicity, but not much
participation. There were no signif-
icant strikes of working women or
housewives.

In Los Angeles 800 :women
demonstrated at UCLA. Women in
Detroit defonstrated, but no strike
action was organized. A Pittsburgh
radio station contacted several
major employers of women and
found no unusual absenteeism.

Interestingly, a similar action in
October 24 was highly
effective. Telephone service, news
papers, airlines, theaters and
scnools were forced to close or
severely curtail operations. Men
took children to work with them
while women attended a rally of
25,000 in the nation's capital.
Nursery schools were closed.

Alice Doesn't Day could have
been effective too. But it was
barely organized for. Few people
knew about it in advance.

A member of Detroit NOW
explained in the Detroit Free Press
that members had received their
instructions from National NOW
too late to organize a strike. She

| also complained that the action was

scheduled only two days after
NOW's convention, leaving little
time for organizing.

CONFUSION

Whatever the immediate reasons
for the failure of ‘*Alice Doesn't'" it
is another sign of the confusion and
dissension that has grown with the
nation’s largest feminist organiza-
tion.

This dissension was out in the
open at NOW’s convention. Held in
Philadelphia October 24-27, it was
attended by over 4000 women.

The main business of the conven-
tion was a challenge to the
conservative leadership by an
oppesition called the Majority
Caucus (MC). Its slate of candi-
dates won most of the national
offices and a majority of seats on
the National Board.

The MC's slogan was *‘Out of
the Mainstream and ‘into the
Revolution."" Its platform included
endorsing political candidates who
are willing to support feminist
issues, broadening NOW's pro-
gram to include the fight against
racial discrimination and for gay
rights, demanding full employment
for all women through support of
full employment legislation. and
direct organizing of secretaries,
nurses and waitresses for better
pay and collective bargaining
rights.

Karen DeCrow, newly reelected
president on the MC slate, stated
that this program was revolution-
ary because it meant fighting for
jobs for all women rather than for
better jobs for a few professional
women.

‘But behind the “‘revolutionary’”
rhetoric, NOW's new leadership
still stands firmly in the main-
stream—if in a different current

'

CANDIDATES

Endorsing political candidates
will not win equality for women in
job opportunities or pay, or lighten
the burden of housework. °

Ne D atic or Republi
candidates have any program (o
expand the job market or raise pay
to keep up with Inflation. Politic-
ians are quite busy slashing social
services—putting more burdens on
the family. Their main concern'now
is to keep big business in good
shape at whatever expenfe (o
women.

NOW's proposed drive to organ-
ize secretaries will not get at the
root of what's hurting women
today. Under today's conditions of

. nationwide cutbacks it will take the

muscle of the big unions to win
improvements for unorganized
women, NOW has never had
anything to say to the women in

these unions about how to Wise their

P{JWC]’.

Thus despite the MC's talk, the
only course left for NOW wjil be to
continue to win token advapces for

N.O.W. members

stop traffic In

middle class women, to complain
about advertising images, and to
put on splashing events that
accomplish little, like "*Alice Does
n't Day.”

We'll see the power of the
nation’s “‘Alice’s’’ when working
women, and not a middle class
organization like NOW, organize
and say **We Won't!"" ]

Philadelptila during their national convention.

CLUW Plans For Convention

by Barbara Winslow

The long awaited November 1-2
meeting of the National Coordi-
nating Committee of the Coalition
of Labor Union Women (CLUW)
was another bust. There wasn't a
quorum. Only 69 of the 85 needed
delegates showed up.

This meant that the elected
national leadership of CLUW could
not take any actions, or make any
decisions to prepare for the Decem-
ber 6-7 Constitutional Convention

And this was exactly what Olga
Madar, president of CLUW, want-
ed

CLUW has been a wayward child
of the women union bureaucrats
ever since it was founded in March,
1974. Its unexpected popularity
among working women gave birth
to an organization of active mem-
bers, working women eager to take
on their employers’ sexist policies.

The actions they organized in
CLUW's name often went against
the official and conservative poli-
cies of unions CLUW's leaders are
responsible to. During CLUW's
brief history its burcaucrat leaders
have been working frantically to
erode democracy at the member-
ship level.

Now they are ready to go In for
the kill at the convention. There
they want to establish CLUW for
once and for all as an organization
for women unlon officials, not for
working women.

FREE HAND

The absence of a quorum gives
.Madar a free hand to plan this
important convention herself

Nonetheless, the NCC delegates
discussed some of the issues facing
the convention.

The first controversial issue will
be the convention agenda. Without
consulting either the officers or the
steering committee members,
Madar prepared the conventional
call and agenda. It provides for no
time for serious debate and dis-
cussion on issues facing CLUW.

Instead, time is alloted for such
activities as singing the national
anthem, reciting the CLUW pledge
(whatever that will be) and listen-
ing to a range of politicians and
unlon bureaucrats.

Delegates challenged this” agen-
da. Madar responded with ““We
are all human beings here, and
human beings don't treat people
the way you treat me."”

COMMUNITY AIDS TEACHERS
IN FIGHT WITH SCHOOL BOARD

by Jim Berenson

CAHOKIA, IlIl.—"Throwing
them in jail—that's what flared
everybody up.’’ That's how one.
resident described the community
uproar that followed the jailing of
four leaders of the striking teachers
here.

These four were just the appetiz-
ers for the school board. Three
days later 123 teachers were
arrested for continued pickefing.

The picket lines were kept alive
by the community. 150 people
including students, other area
teachers, chemical workers, postal
workers, leamsiers, carpenfers,
and laborers from Cahokia, and the
neighboring St. Louls metro area

picketed for the teachers.

The 387 teachers from Local 1272
began their strike on October 2
demanding wage increases, smal-
ler class sizes, and an improved
grievance procedure.

COURT ORDER

When the Cahokia School Board
obtained a court order prohibiting
picketing, the four leaders of Local
1272 were locked up. Warrants
were issued on 123 teachers for
illégal picketing.

Ornie teacher was arrested and
handcuffed after parking her car.
She hadn't even been picketing. As
she was carted away, her children

were left stranded and bewildered

in the car. By this time almost all of

Cahokia was furious with the shool

board. Mass rallies of well over 300

Eeupie denounced the board and its
ostility to the teachers.

At one point a crowd succeeded
in preventing a TV newscaster from
covering the negotiations. Earlier
that evening he had delivered an
editorial ridiculing the teachers.

On the 26th day of the strike,
contract was approved, which was
not a fear victory for either side.
But the Cahokia School Board isn’t
finished yet. They intend to press
for a sentence of six months in jail
and one thousand dollars fine for
“each of l!u' 123 teachers

'

Despite Madar’'s whining, an
alternative agenda will be pre-
sented.

. CLUW’S FUTURE

The most important fight of the
convention will be over CLUW's
future as an organization of trade
union women.

A resolution has been submitted
which states '‘that the Coalition of
Labor Union Women has the right
to issue policy, make decisions and
take actions regardless of - the
policies or decisions or wishes of
one or any of the international
unions. '

This resolution specifically re-
vokes a decision taken at the
January NCC which said that
CLUW members could not engage
in activities against an employer
without the consent and approval of
the union involved.

This resolution must be fought
for and won at the convention if
CLUW is to survive as an organiza-
tion of women workers. Otherwise
members will be a passive power
base for international union lead-

ers.

The second fight at the convention
will be over CLUW's structure.
Madar wants CLUW's decision-
making bodies to be based solely
upon union representation.

Her plan makes no provision for
chapter representation.

It is only through a structure of
chapters which unite women from
many unions that CLUW member-
ship has any meaning. Madar's

School Workplace
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proposed structure would effective-
Iy kill CLUW as an indépendent
organization of union women.

Instead, it would place CLUW
under the control of the interna-
tional unions. specifically UAW,
AFSCME, and the AFT. The inter-
national unions and their leaders
like Madar have no more interest in
fighting for the rights of working
womep than they show in fighting
for any: members.

& " CHAPTERS

The ghapters of working womnen
have had that interest, and under
the exjsting structure, some power
to act gn it.

One hopeful development in
CLUW has been the work of the
Wayne County CLUW Caucus. The
caucus is a group of Wayne County
CLUW members who want to make
CLUW an effective organization for
working women.

They have sent out flyers calling
for a broad opposition to Madar's
policies for the constitutional con-
vention, The eaucus wants to
center the fight on independence
from the International Unions.

For . more information about
Wayne, County Caucus write PO
Box S542A, Detroit, - Michigan
48232.

Unless the CLUW militants who
have been trying to build it into an
organization that fights for working
women can get together and win at
the constitutional convention,
CLUW’s original promise to fight
for women's equality will be lost. (]

Zip
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Angolan Indepgndence is ‘sche-

duled for November 11. All
Portuguese administration is sup-
posed to end. A transitional

coalition government is supposed
to take over.

- Today no one know wh
happen.

For months, bitter civil grar has
been raging in Angold. Three
organizations, all claiming to
stand for national liberation and
Angolan independence are fight-
ing for power.

The war has very little to do
with a power struggle among
‘“‘rival liberation groups.’’ And it
is not a purely internal struggle
among Angolans.

There is one genuine liberation
organization in Angola: the Popu-
lar Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA). During years of
struggle against Portugal, MPLA
organized and won the support of
the masses of African workers and
slum-dwellers. )

Portuguese colonialism, one of

From

I

will

‘,\ -+ Portuguese ships reached the
4 mouth of the River Congo in 1482,

Soon they were rounding up

Krupp were

laver
Armed Struggle

a few of the most
prominent corpotations. The oil in-
dustry produced incredible wealth

ANGOLA

National LiberationVs.
Neo-Colonialism

the most vicious in the world, was
totally defeated. But world imper-
ialism—including the United
States, Britain, West Germany
and South Africa—will not give up
economic control of Angola with-
out a bitter struggle. So Angola is
being ripped apart as Indepen-
dence Day approaches.

The following articles cannot
cover the whole story. Many of the
most dramatic facts about the war
in Angola are just being revealed.
But the politics of the war are
clear: national liberation is fight-
ing against neo-colonial control of
Angola. In coming issues we will
be paying close attention to this
unfolding crisis.

’ Specnal Repoﬂ ‘
' DAN POSEN
|

To

its jailed members, h(gmmng the
armed_independence struggle.
Ihrnughnut the war, Portugal's

PAGE 6

Africans for slave traffic to Brazil.
The raw materials an& vast wealth
created by slave labor in the
Americas started the machines of
industrial Europe spinning

Slave traffic ended in the 19th

for these multi-nationals.

Today 5.6 million people live in
Angola. There were 500,000 whites
before they began fleeing last year.
There are 1.1 million black wage
earners. The other 4 million blacks

century. But conditions for black  survive onsubsistence agriculture.
laborers in Angola were little In industry, average skilled
better wages were about $5 a day.

Portuguese governors supplied
black “‘contract laborers'' for An-
golan coffee and cotton plantations,
diamond and iron ore mines. In
1954, 300,000 villagers were kid-
napped for contract labor. This was
a dypical year.

One Portuguese government in-
spector reported that conditions
were more brutal than slavery. A
black worker was worth less than a
pack animal.

OIL WEALTH:
In the 1960's [‘.ump'can and US

investment began pouring in. Gulf
Oil, Texaco, Total, Petrofina and

NOVEMBER 7, 1975

Unskilled workers make less than a
quarter of that. The average wages
in agriculture amount to about $80
per year. This is the “civilization®*
that colonial rule produced

UPRISING

Before 1960, there was little
nrglnlled rel!nluu‘e to colonial-
! Was
so terrible. Thtre were whippings,
burnings, lynchings. But in 1958, a
group of nationalists formed llw
Popular Movement for the Libera-
tion of Angola (MPLA).
In 1961, they attacked the
risons in the capital city of
uanda, The MPLA freed many of

WORKERS' POWER *

position in Angola remained fairly
strong. Exports of -oil, diamonds,
coffee and iron ore created a huge
trade surplus. The fabulous Ango-
lan wealth protected the Portu-
guese economy.

. However, the MPLA grew al-
most every year. And when Portu-
gal's government was overthrown
In - April, 1974, the struggle in
Angola raged on. The old fascist
governor was replaced—by an
equally reactionary one. The new
colonial government requested a
‘‘cease-fire,"’ asking the liberation
movement to surrender its wea-
pons. MPLA refused.

STRIKES

A new series of strikes broke out
on the Benguela Railways, and
among bank employees and dock-
ers. The white -settlers . began
arming, their weapons of South
African origin.

Portugal had alreadys lost its

other colonies in Atrica to libera-
tion movements. The new Presi-
dent, Spinola, wanted to hang on to
Angola and its wealth if possible.

In September; Spinola ‘went to
the Cape Verdes Islands. There he
met with President Mobutu of
Zaire and two other men—Holden

Roberto and Jonas Savimbi.

Roberto and Savimbi lead two
organizations which talk about
national liberation in Angola—Na-
tional Front for the Liberation of
Angola (FNLA) and Union for the
Total Independence of Angola
(UNITA)

They met with Spinola for one
purpose—to push MPLA out. Their
aim was an Angolan government
controlled by Portugal and western
Imperialist powers.

Spinola’s scheme died two weeks
later—not in
Portugal. Tens of thousands of

.workers around Lisbon took over

the streets, set up barricades and
threw his right-wing government
out of power.

But imperialism still has not
given up its battle for Angola. [

Angola, but in.

Why is Angola such a rich prize?
The wealth of the former colony
is immense. Foreign investment is

-very high. The white settler
population is large, well-organized
and highly armed.

For these and other reasons,
plenty of countries are very interes-
ted in the Angolan struggle—and
what’s in it for them

Zaire is onme of the most
conservative and pro-US states in
Africa. Washington is backing its
President, Mobutu, with a $60
million aid ¢ this year.

Mobutu is also the brother-in-
law of Holden Roberto—the leader
of the National Front for the

::goh’ 16 provinces this

(] summer.

Two erucial cities, Lobite and

Bengela, the capital, Luanda

were In MPLA territory.

The campaign to destroy MPLA
had some effect. The .
of African Unity represents

agreed on. Each one gave FNLA
u—lniinehm.mnp re-arm, and
renew

I-lheh round, FNLA and

u
M
tw
de
-
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3acked Invader's
[oSplit Angol

Liberation of Angola,
Throughout the hber-non wn m
Angola, FNLA's actual base of

rations was in Zaire. The
liberation movement MPLA consi-
ders the FNLA to be Zaire's army
s, of occupation. '
s- It could only hold power by
id terrorizing the population.

CABINDA

st

]

ts Mobutu, naturally, has a price

¥ for his support of the FNLA. He
wants the far southwest tip of

n- Angola, called the ‘‘Cabinda en-

er clave.” Cabinda is an oil and

e mineral-rich area. Gulf Oil takes

100,000 barrels out a day, and Gulf
supports FNLA as well. If war
creates enough chaos, Mobutu's
basic plan is to grab Cabinda—or
have Roberto give it to him.
Mobutu and Gulf are only two of
FNLA's many friends. China, too,
supports the FNLA. And this
August a shipment of arms for
South Africa from France was
re-channeled by French President
Giscard d'Estaing—to the FNLA's
armory. ]
- Meanwhile, American arms were
airlifted from West Germany.
South African mercenarics and
former Portuguese fascist secret
police also assist the FNLA in its
attacks on the MPLA. UNITA,
Union for the Total Independence

of Angola, has formed a military .

alliance with FNLA—to break the
MPLA

Still another power in Africa is
directly inolved—South Africa.
Aungust 22, South Africa
invaded Angola. South Afrlcan
troops cap d towns, d
areas of the countryside, and
launched a major counter-insur-

Novembe
Fight Goe

Angola is explosive as November
11 approaches. The Portuguese
army's most reactionary elements
are still active there.

Portugal’s revolution began in
Africa Enrluguese capitalism was
dependent on wealth stolen from
its African colonies. Angola was
the largest and richest of them all.

COLONIALISM
The Angolan armed liberation

movement led to the collapse of
Portugal's colonial power.

The whole fascist e In
Portugal col . Then work-
ing class revolution in Portugal

began. And so Portuguese workers
have carried the revolution that
began in Africa into Europe.

he victory or defeat of the
Portuguese workers can again
depend on the Angolan struggle. It
is just days before Portugal is
supposed to be completely out of
Angdla. And parts of its Armed
Forces are still deeply involved

there.

Revolutionaries in Portugal are
very concerned. Angola will only
win national independence through
an MPLA victory. Until it does,
Angola will be a staging area for
Portuguese counter-revolutionar-
ies.

Isobel do Carmo, the leader of
the Revolutionary Party of the
Proletariat (PRP) in Portugal,
explains that there are two possible
ways for imperialist powers to
sabotage the November 11 inde-
pendence date.

One is to create tremendous
chaos in Portugal. That way there
will be no government strong
enough to implement the indepen-
dence agreement, and complete
the withdrawal of Portuguese
troops.

A second possiblity is to ally the
Portuguese Army in Angola with
the FﬁlLA Portuguese troops are

commanded by the most reaction-
ary officers.
The stakes are very high. A

in southern Angola.
Ld.ly they /supply UNITA’s troops
in central Angoh.

aims include
ration movement fighting
Africa, SWAPO, South West
' Organization.
SWAPO is fighting to liberate
ibia, a territory South Africa
illejgally occupies.
e white ruling class of South
Afrika knows that Angola's future
determine the future of
tn Africa. It wants to make
ngola is controlled b,
uppet , not by the A.
A’s Holden Roberto, who

for them.
has happened is

thfough FNLA in the north, and by
S¢uth Africa with help from UNITA
the south.

The invasions aim to reduce
gola to a poverty-stricken mini-
shate by destroying the MPLA
iberation movement. But they arc

/a long way from succeeding.

11:

s On

-
victory for national liberation In
Angola could help bring down the
repressive Mobutu regime in Zaire.
And when the oil and mineral
riches of Angola are no longer
ripped off by foreign countries, the
whole racist capitalist structure of
southern Africa will be threatened.

There will be a chance for
African people to control their
countries and lives. The chances
for socialist revolution will be
greater than it has ever been. ]

anll of the information for
came from several
uource- On October 22, represen-
tatives of the MPLA spoke in New
York about the struggle in Angola
and the role of Impedlllnm. Other
sources of information Include
‘*Africa’’ magazine’s October Is-
sue and Issue #3 of *‘Our Common
Struggle’’, published by the Portu-
guese Worl(en Coordinating Com-
mlnee in Britain.]

FRANCO’S

UGLY

LEGACY

Terror,
Torture, ¥~
Murder &

Joseé Baenz

One of Francisco Franco's last acts as chief of state in Spain
was to order the September 27 execution of five Spanish

revolutionaries.

One of the five shot down by a firing squad was Jose Baenz, a-
member of the Revolutionary Antifascist and Patriotic Front

(FRAP). He was convicted on the basis of a **
signed after incredible torture.
held in the Carabanchel Prison, he

While he was being

confession’’ he

testified to the treatment he had received. This is his story:

‘*At the DGS (Direccion Gen-
eral de Seguridad —general Se-
curity offices) they told me that
I had participated in the murder
of a policeman and that they
were going to beat me -until |
confessed,

‘They were going to leave me
alive long enough to sign a
statement, although it wouldn’t
be for long, because they were
going to garrote me. When |
refused to confess, the beating
and torture began.

‘‘They bounced me back and
forth hitting me with clubs and
their fists. | fell down several
times, but they picked me up
right away to continue’ the
benling
“*Once while they wartlhotd-
ing me from behind, “they
qrabbed me by the throat and
banged head over andsover
again age nst a piece of metal
furniture, Iinjuring my co—
especially my forahead, eek,
and left eye—on the edghs of
the furniture.

Because - of megotiations over

“*They continued beating me
and one of the blows knocked
out a molar. (The DGS medical
report on me refers to this
simply as ‘tooth decay.')

"*They also tortured me by
making me kneel dowr and
hitting me’ across the soles of
the feet with a stick so that when
| stood up | felt as if my feet
would split open.

‘“*And they made me stand
facing the wall and hit me for
almost half an hour with a Bic
ball point-pen on the left side of
my backbone. At first this didn't
hurt too much, but afterward |
could hardly move at all.

**On the night of July 25 when
| couldn't walk, when | was
almost immobilized from the
back pains, when | couldn’t see
out of my left eye, and when my
face was mashad to a pulp from
the beatings (I .J’ various
nosebleeds and once | bled from
the mouth) | signed the state-

. ment."”

US airbases in Spain,

* Washington had no comment when Jose Baenz and the other

four militants were killed.

Jose Baenz and the four other murdered men will be
remembered by the Spanish working class. They are symbols of
the hundreds of thousands of others who fell victims of Franco's

US-backed fascist rules.

They did not live to see the revelutionary upheaval that will
shake Spain in the next few years, but they will be among its

heroes.

Carabanchel Prison is one of the most notorious in Spain: This
is where Jose Baenz testified he was beaten, choked and almost
crippled by police torturers. Then he was tried and shot.

Basque workers responded to the death-sentences with a
general strike that paralyzed the province. Here in Bilbao, a
“construction site was closed down. In its death throes, Franco's
regime resorted to some of its greatest. barbarism. When it
topples, the impact will be felt throughout Europe.
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(THE MINERS TODAY—PART 1

by Cal Williams

There is a new prosperity in the
coalfields today. In the valleys of
Appalachia, the run-down dreary
‘little coal gamips are being torn
down. The shacks are being
replaced With shfhy mobile homes.

he populatien of West Virginia
Is growing again. And most
Important, there are jobs for the
young. Jobs in the mines.

The West Virginia Coal Associa-
tion has promised 40,000 new jobs
in the next five years

The high cost of imported oil has
led to this resurgence in the coal
industry. -

As result, small town coal
operatdrs and businessmen are
drivinginew Cadillacs and making
jokes about sending volunteers to
New York City. They are bragging
about the **500 Year Career.”’ They
say Appalachia has 500 years worth
of coal

The miners have already tasted
some .of this prosperity. but they
have had to fight for every penny.
Behind the $12,000 yearly income
now promised to young miners,
there is hard struggle:

STRIKES

In the first six months of this
year alode, there were 1,400

\ -
strikes, There is war going on over
working conditions in the mines

The issues are everything—
safety, job assignments, promo-
tion. They are the questions-of who
will run the mines, the miners or
the bosses.

The coal companie,
have aggressively tri
miners back on eve
fire safety commigfeemen.
manipulate the w

In the Ohio V.

themselves
ito push the
point. They
They

ey, in March a
strike led to a Jfildcat of 30,000.
Most people believe the North
American Coal Company provoked
the strike,

North American wanted to re-
move the safety observers from the
roof-bolters. a right iust won by the
miners in last year’s contract. The
miners won again.

The wildcat movement reached
its peak in August. Then in a
colossal strike, 80,000 miners went
out against Injunctions and court
interferente, for the right to settle
grievances at the mine. The strike
developed into one for the right to
strike itself.

Led by hundreds of radical young
miners, roving pickets shut down
most of the mining in Appalachia

Today these strikes continue,

and the strike statistics of 1975 will
tell an incredible story of struggle.

MARGIN TO WIN

.

This prosperity, based on the
high cost of coal, at a time of
gigantic profits for the coal compa-
nies has given the miners the
margin to fight and to win. Miners
are now among the highest paid
industrial workers in the nation.

here is now much more in-

volved in the struggle than money,
however. The constant danger of
working In the mines binds the
miners together, The need to
protect working conditions forges a
natural leadership, trained In un-
derstanding the Industry and fight-
ing the management.

116 men had died in mining this
year by October 16. This is more
than last year. At the same time,
the rate of disabling injuries is
appallingly high. It is higher than
in construction and three times
higher than in manufacturing. In
no other modern industrialized
nation is mining allowed to be so
dangerous.

And there is something else.

Few people really believe that the
prosperity will last. Therefore, the
sentiment is to ‘‘fight for what you
can get now."’

There is too much poverty to
forget the last depression

When the rest of the nation
enjoyed the relative prosperity of
the fifties, in Appalachia the Great
Depression just dragged on.

The remnants are everywhere—
the impoverished widows, the
disabled miners, the barefobt chil-
dren. All the people with no place
to go when the coal camps are torn
down.

Two things caused this, First,
the demand for coal was sharply
reduced by increased use of liquid
fuels after the Second World War

Just as important, however. was
mechanization

In 1950 John L. Lewis, the
legendary dictator of the UMWA
signed an agreement with the coal
operators which gave the compan-
ies the unrestricted right to mecha-
nize .

The results were catastrophic. In
what was already a poor reglon,
and depressed Industry, 300,000
Jjobs were lost.

In the next years the best part of
a generation was forced to leave
the coalfields. In the late fifties
alone, 1.5 million people left their
homes and families for the slums of

SAN FRANCISCO—""When you
deny a person economic rights you
deny him (or her) everything.”

The point was well made, but
during the recent session, Californ
ia legislators, voted down a bill
which would have outlawed job
discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation.

At the same time, a gay civil
rights bill was defeated for the
sixth straight year in New York
City, leaving gays still unprotected
against discrimination in employ-

ment, housing and public accom-
modation.

Because most gay workers, both
men and women, can still be legally
fired for their sexual preferences,
those who come into the open to
organize as gays run the immediate
n\}L of Josing their jobs, in addition
to being socially destroyed. Yet it
becomes increasingly clear that
only a broad-based fight! not
lobbying efforts and cclebrity sup
port, will win full rights and
acceptance for gay people.

That fight must be made in the
unions. In California, Union
W.A.G.E., the rank and file
women's organiation, calls for ‘‘an
end to economic and social discrim-
ination" against gays as one of its
basic goals.

Numerous mass confrontations
between Bay Area Gay Liberation
and the San Francisco School Board
have won protective clauses for gay
teachers
# In addition,
fabor commitiee

B.A.G.1

includes workers

whose

‘Gays Fight For Civil Rights

has won
endorsements for gay rights legis-

from a dozen unions,
lation from numerous local
unions, including Teamsters, AFT,
Retail Clerks, Hospital Workers,
and AFSCME.

B.A.G.L. has “actively partici-

. pated in labor struggles, including

the Teamsters' Coors Beer boyceott,
the UFW boycott of Gallo and
grapgs and the Retail Clerks' strike
at Doubleday books. Organizations
like these, fighting as gays and
waorkers, will play the crucial role in
the future of gay liberation
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Year of the Wildcat

the North—Cincinnati, Detroit,
Chicago

There was no future in Appala
chia

Today the miners’ militancy is
built in part on the knowledge that
poverty will continue. That there
will be future depressions

It is also built on the knowledge
that today there is another threat to
the Jlives and standards of the
miners, a threat just as dangerous
as that presented by John L. Lewis
and mechanization.

It was the search for profits that
led to the last depression ,in
Appalachia.  The oil companies
exploited the vast riches of the
middle eastern oil fields, and the
coalfields were left to rot.

There is no reason to believe that
this will not be done again. The
.coal industry can be switched at
least partially to the west. Appala-
chia will face another generation of
depression.

€ output of these mines is eight
imes that of the deep mines.

JOBS LOST

There are already estimates that
as many as 30, deep mining
jobs will be lost to strip mining in
the next five years.

In Appalachia everything is tied
to mining. The land. The lives of all
the people. Therefore, the future of
the miners’ movement is of the
greatest importance.

Today the miners face not only
western strip mining. There are
other threats as well.

In Congress, steps are now being
considered that would restrict
miners’ rights with legislation.
Congressional action, for example,
has made effective strikes by
railroad workers virtually impos-
sible. Similar measures may be
taken against the miners

In the August strike, the courts
entered the struggle by fining the
unions more than $1 million. They
jalled strike leaders and made it
clear that they would break up the
union rather than allow the strikers
more victories.

In the union itself, there are
steps to stop wildcat strikes and if
necessary drive the militants from
the union. Aranold Miller and the
reform leaders actively worked to
break the August strike. At the
same time, the reationary old Boyle
forces are on the rise, challenging
the Miller leadership from the
right. .

The outcome of all these challen
ges depends on the rank and file
miners, on their strength and
capacity to struggle.

EXTEND STRUGGLE

In particular, it depends on the
young miners who led the August
strike. If they can maintain and
extend their struggle, they can do
more than defeat the companies
and beat back the courts and
Congress.They can build a move-
ment in the miners' union that can
eventually take back the land and
all its wealth.

If the rank and file movement is
broken, however, the giant compa-
nies—Continental, Kennicott,Stan-
dard of Ohio—will continue their
offensive.

The cycle of
poverty will
in,‘\r,pulm-hm‘

The next article in this series will *
discuss the role played by various |

depression and
continue unbroken

forces in the UMWA in the
struggle over Appalachia’s fu-
ture.
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Lettens

Dear Workers™ Power,

Back in May of this year the
members of Lodge 863 of the
Brotherhood of Railway and Air-
line Clerks on the Chicago and
Northwestern R.R. voted to have
a local newsletter to keep the
members informed on what is
going on.

The Union bureaucrats were
against it, so they put up a fuss.
They didn't want anyone to know
what the company was doing;
harassment of clerks, conspiring
to force militants out of jobs,
trumping up false charges for
discipline, etc. So they refused to

Mayor Rizzo

Dear Workers® Power,

Mayor Frank Rizzo of Philadel-
phia received a last minute
endorsement for his re-election
campaign from Scott Nelson, who
is running for mayor of Houston,
Texas.

The reason this endorsement is
/mterestmg is because Scott Nel-
son is the Imperial Wizard of the

Christmas Cheer
000

Dear Workers' Power,

While most people in New York
will be struggling to pay fuel bills
this winter, a select few will be
playing Petropalis. This is a new
game, a takeoff on monopoly, to
do with petroleum rights.

At the moment, sets sell for
$195 and $790. Coming soon will
be $20,000 set with 18¢t. ﬁold rigs
and derricks to play with.

No doubt this kind of activity
will help. to bring on lots of

Wonkens’ Powsen
News Gets Out

For $20,

pay for the newsletter.

But three of our rank and file
brothers stood up and said they
would print it anyway. They used
their own money.

Well, we like it, and when we
put it to the October union
meeting whether the union
should pay for the paper, it again
affirmed the May vote.

The local union stuffed shirts
still refuse to pay, but the paper
will come out anyway.

We are starting to organize and
we will not be stopped.

M.W.
Chicago

FIGHT -THE UTILITIES

ndm CASSADY

Prosident

A
I a

DEWEY MINTON
Vies Prasident
i xey
Vice Prasident
JOSEPH € STONE
Financial Secratery
Jim LUCKETT
Rocording Secrafory

MARYIN WHITENOUSE
Senior Trustes

Workers
P.0. Box }4455

Louisville, Kentucky 40214

1 haye received one of your
‘‘sociafist’’ newspapers and was
very Happy to see that our Local,

Ripped Off By
California Edison

Dear Workers Power,

Your articles talk about how
workers get pushed around at
work. We also get pushed around
as consumers.

The California Edison Compa
ny is a perfect example of this.
They have just ripped me off
for $710 -

1 requested some electric servi-
ces for a small chicken farm I
work on my free time from being
a [reight driver. They gave me the
wrong kind of service and now
they won't give me back the right

Texas Fiery Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan.

Nelson describes himself as a
“‘racist and proud of it’’. He also
wants to see Rizzo run for
President.

Rizzo has refused the endorse-
ment, which is something like a
skunk pretending not to smell.

3.6
Philadelphia

services or my money back.

1 formally complained to the
Public Utilities Commission ang
that was of no use eigher.

As a working man | cannot
afford to hire my own lawyer. We
should fight the utilities just like
we fight the employers at work.

Rev. M.K. Thomas
Member and Chaplain
Local 208

International Brotherhood
of Teamsters

Compton, California

THE KLAN’S CANDIDATE

Workers’
Power
‘Wants To
Hear
From You

What you like
about the paper—
and what you
don't. What you
think of the
political ideas we
present, and your
comments on prob/
lems facing )
working people.

But please be
brief.

Write to: Work-
ers’ Power, 14131
Woodward Ave.,

International Union of Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers

LOCAL 761, IUE

lease Blast Me
ain’ Says IUE

Local President

Local 761, made news in your
paper. | was very happy to see my
name as being on your s--- list.

To be honest with you. | have
not had time to read all of your
‘paper yet, but 1 will. I felt it
absolutely necessary to let you
know that 1 feel the same way as
one of our ex-governors. One of
his statements was, ‘'l don't care
what you say about me as long as
you mention my name."'’ The man
1 am talking about is Governor
Happy Chandler.

As | read your paper, it was
very clear to me what you are. |
will have to say that in my opinion
you are trying to fool the workers
when you call your paper **Work-
ers’ Power."" | have seen many
times the symbol for ‘‘Black
Power."”" 1 notice you mention in
your paper the KKK and I have
also seen their T-shirts mention-
ing ‘‘White Power.”" | notice on
the back page of your paper you
have a black hand squeezing a Kn
Klux Klansman.

In my opinion, from what I have
seen in your paper, | would very
much like to see both of you
“*radical groups'' put on deserted
island and let you fight it out
among vyourselves so that the
good, honest blacks and whites of
our Community and throughout

the United States can work and
live in peace and harmony
without any discrimination.

1 think we would then have one
of the best Countries in the
World. 1 will see that your
‘‘message’’ is delivered to our
members.

Could I make one last request.
The next paper you have coming
out, would you please blast me in
it again because | appreciate all
the publicity I can get.

Sincerely,

Kenneth G. Cassady
President

Local 761, IUE

Editors' Note: In September,
1975, Workers! Power printed a
special issue about the crisis
caused by busing in Louisville,
Kentucky.

In one article Workers' Power
criticized Cassady and the IUE
edecutive board for organizing
gnd leading racist activities. ~
“tn"part that article said: ‘‘For

& black members of Local 761
the actions of the executive board

a racist insult. It is a long
standing, though often neglected,
principle of the labor movement
to”stand for black equality. Bat
the leaders of Local 761 seem o
have forgotien that and now are
openly siding with the racists.””

Our Real History

Brothers and Sisters of Workers’
Power,

I think you all are doing a
beautiful thing with your paper. |
read Workers’ Power and it lets
me know about all the things |
want to hear about.

I think there's something ‘else
you should write about, too.
Everytime we turn around the TV
is throwing something about the
American Revolution in our face.
But they never talk about our real
history or how people like us
make the revolutions that change
things.

You all should do some truthful
articles about our heritage of
struggle, not that bicentenial

Weekly

Dear Workers' Power,

Pluto Press sends congratula-
‘tions to Workers' Power on the
move to a weekly newspaper.

An important stride has been
taken in the building of thc
international workers' movement.

You will be in the forefront in
the spreading of revolutionary
soctalist ideas.

Christmas cheer. Highiand Park, Y fraternally, Yours In struggle,
C.B. Michigan 48203. - Alnstair Haichett Everett L:u
Peterborvugh, England for Pluto Press, London Nashville, Tenn.

bullshit they throw at us. Our real
history shows the power we really
have—that’'s why they want to
keep it from us.
Keep doing: your thing—rage
on.
Elizabeth
Detroit

 ABOUT
PORTUGAL

Comrades;

I like your coverage on Portu-
gal. It's hard for me to tell
how representative the trends you
describe are, though. This is a
problem that seems to be true of
coyerage of all revolutionary
struggles, at least | experienced
the same thing about Chile.

How about some articles doing
a broad survey of trends in the
Portuguese working class and
political groups? This would help
in letting people know whether
the great things one reads about
are the actions of exemplary
minorities or whether they're
reflective of the whole class.

WORKERS' POWER
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New Pamphlet From |.S.

“Taking Care

Of Business’ |z==z:=

by Glenn Wolfe

“The one liberation movement
that did not exist in the 1960°s was
a workers' liberation movement.”’

“Today gn 1975 a new type of
worker! militant and radical s
start¥fg to #ppear throughout the

working class [they] are going
to by the charter members of a
movement for social change that

will be unstoppable ™

These words come from a new
I.S. pamphlet “*Taking Care of
Business—The Struggle for Work-
ers’ Power.” It traces the develop-
ment of the socialist movement
over ,the past few vyears and
provides a glimpse of the future: a
futre which will be better for the
wotgkers movement.than any period

since the ClO was organized
REALITY -

v The. Struggle for Workers’
Power is no abstgagct history lesson
It starts from theréality of today. It
explains the 4 recession and
charts the ecgfomic and political
ince then, It leaves
us with a clegl understanding as to
why the rkers rank and file
movement is growing. It alse
explains why that growth can only
continue so long as revolutionary
socialists take responsibility for
turning that movement into a
‘mighty weapon of united working
class struggle.

It contrasts the

development

middle-class

Get To Know I.S.

Rallies Planned
In Major Cities

In last week's Workers' Power
Floyd Bevins, an auto worker and
member of UAW Local 898, told
why he joined the IS. He put it this
way: The 1S “'showed me a way to
organize things so we could
eliminate the waste of so much
wealth and so much work. . .1 came
to realize that the IS could lead the
struggle for workers' power.™

We whn readers of Workers'
Power to knie who we are and how
we gel thiggs done. During the
next moniliywe are going to be
holding special meetings in cities
across  the country. At these
meetings we want to show you
what the 1Ss all aboul.

The IS is a growing organization
Why? Becguse 1S takes an active
lead in building workers’ power
and fighting the bosses.

DEMAND JOBS

1S members played a leading role
in fotming the rank and file
contingent that marched in Wash-
ington on April 26 demanding jobs.

‘When the postal contract wag
lboul‘h(r expire, ‘postal workers
turnéd ty-Workers' Power as the
only source of news that they could

trust. And more recently it has
been the IS that has been the only
organization in the country that has
been actively supporting the Port-
uguese workers' revoludon.

Come see us first hand and check
us out at these meetings. Our

bers will be speaking about
their experiences in organizing at
their places of work and within
their unions. -

Militants from your city and
others will be speaking. There will
also be leaders of our national
organization. After the talks there
will be questions and discussions

We're not just going to talk
fhough. Entertainment f planned
and there will be parties after-
wards

Our activity in leading working
class struggles is reflected every
week In Workers® Power. It is now
time that you don’t just read about
us, but actually join with us.
Joining the IS makes militants
more effective.

Keep an eye on this page in
future weeks for more information
about special meetings in your city.
If you want to come then talk with
one of our members or with the
person you buy the paper from
every week. O

Name

international Socialists

If you agree with the views expressed
in this paper and [] would like more
information, or, [J would like to join
the International
send this form to:

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS
14131 Woodward Ave.
Highland Park, MI 48203

Socialists, then

Address

Trade Union

protest movements of the sixties
with the workers movement of the
scvehties. It compares the issues of
black liberation, Watergate. and
Vietnam with the economic crisis
facing workers today. The pam-
phlet provides us with a picture of
the whole development of Ameri-
can politics over the last few years

It does more than that. It sets out
to show that the development of the
International Socialists as a strong,
fighting, workers’ organization Is
an indispensible part of taking the
struggle for workers' power for-
ward.

It succeeds in doing this because
it doesn't avoid the difficult
questions, the doubts and suspi-
cions that many militants have
when taking the step to becoming
socialists.

The pamphlet ends by fitting our
fight into the world-wide picture of
increasing working class struggle,
It explains the complex issues and
events involved in the Portuguese
workers' revolution.

RECRUIT

The pamphlet makes no secret of
the fact that its aim is to recruit
people to IS. Every line of the 24
pages is a powerful argument for
joining 1S. We want all our
supporters, all the regular readers
of Workers Power to get a copy and
read it. And more than that we
want you to discuss the ideas in this
pamphlet with IS militants.

Ask your Workers' Power seller
for a copy of this important
pamphlet or send 25¢ to Workers’
Power for a copy. Either way, don't
miss it. The ideas in this pamphlet
concern every worker who s
determined to take the step from
words to action. "'Taking Care of
Business™ is a job that now faces
all of us.

[To ordgr a copy of ““Taking Care of
Business— The Struggle For Work-
ers’ Power,"’ send 25¢ to Workers'
Power, 14131 Woodward Ave.,

Highland Park, M1 48203.)

The movie BLOW FOR BLOW will
be shown as follows:

CHICAGO AREA—Friday, Nov-
ember 7 at 7:00 pm at the New
World Resource Center, 2546
North Halstead. lund?. Novem-
ber 9 at 2:30, 4:00 and 7:00 pm, at
the Blue Gargoyle, 5655 South
Universltr. Tu y, November 11
at De Kalb University. Check with
the Chicago branch for details
Wednesday, November 22 at Notre
Dame University, South Bend,
Indiana. Check with Chicago
branch for details. Thursday, Nov-
ember 13 at Northeastern Univers-
ity. 12 noon, B Lounge. Friday and
Saturday, November 14 and 15 at
7:00 and 9:00 pm at Lincoln Hall,
2440 North Lincoln, Chicago.

ST. LOUIS—November 21 at 7:30
g(n;% glarea Presbyterian Church,

ive.
SEATTLE—December 14 and 15.
Contact Seattle IS branch for

details.
s

UPDATE—Boston, Monday, Nov-

ember 10—The location of the
forum, ‘‘Building the Working
Womens' Movement'' has been
changed. It will be at Community
Church, 565 Boylston St., Copley
Square, at 7: pm. Barbara

Insiow, IS Womens' Organizer,
is the speaker.

‘We stand for bl
- othero essed

& # P

S T

g

e stand for:

WORKING CLASS REVOLUTION
Working class revolition will destroy capitalism, Reform
Mumpmhitug.m-edtbmﬁlﬁ' ‘workers will
be collectively controlled by workers l:‘g:ﬁdca t life and
ﬂwm fmpl’!.ﬂl" T%mg:dmi’m be -on' thxwg
al .
bw%ﬂmp.reyoluzim. The c:piuﬁst, state must be ;‘:Loyed
must its instituti the legisl army, police and courts. A
socigﬁnmiayﬁnbcmhddem;ﬁuﬂqbym
izati all working people.

‘men#u‘tbil“n -42‘5

MASS ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
WORKING CLASS - :

Today the trade unions are the only mass working class
organizations. We work for rank and file control of the to
make them fighting instruments of wotkers against the »

employers. We fight for workers’ action against the economic
Mmumw.msdmmmwm
unemployment. t

Organize the unor d
compensation and under workers’ control.

BLACK LIBERATION

A

ps
alliances such as N, :
national liberation, We

bloc, the Warsaw Pact, ern
independent movement of the working class
peoples everywhere against imperialism, Bast and West.

FOR WORLD SOCIALISM
The first cessful socialist lution was mde:lthe
:n:nhn d:"«:: 1917, But :hel:c‘vu.mhn wuw 3
1{ uiwuywm ill crushed.

councils, politic: ies and trade
Today llluui-l. &3:% the rest of the ! " countries

. 869-8656
X > olis, IN g

Los s Angeless PO Bor 110, 308 Westwaod Plazs, Los Angeles, CA

Loulsville: PO Box 70499, Louisville, KY 40270
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VIEW FAON

BOOKS MUSIC TELEVISION ADS MOVIES TRENDS BOOKS MUSIC TELEVISION

Blow For Blow. A collectively
directed film. 1971. In color.
French with English subtitles. US
distributor, Red Ball Films. PO Box
298, NYC, NY 10014.

Biow for Blow is about a strike
and occupation by textile workers
in a town near Rouen, France in
the early 1970's.

The first time | saw the film was
at a Seattle IS conference on
Building the Working Women's
Movement. | had heard Blow for
Blow was a good film, but | wasn't
ready for its impact.

At another IS conference on
women's liberation the audience
clapped and cheered for seven
minutes after the film ended. It is
one of the finest political films ever
madc

The story opens with women
working in a small textile plant
Their work 1s described by  the
camera, and by the musié which is
based upon thic clacking of the
weaving looms

Every detail of the terror,

degradation, boredom, and mento-
ny of the work is explored. The
women cut, sew, prepare cloth at a
faster and faster pace. They can't
smoke—can't talk—can’t sing—
can't smile—can't pee. The fore-
man paces up and down glaring at
the women—feeling them up—tell-
ing them to shut up, work faster.

DOCKED

The wretchedness of their lives
extends after work. The women are
docked pay; the shift ends ten
minutes too late to catch the bus
home—they have to wait an extra
hour at the bus stop. Then they
have to shop, then cook, then lean
for a husband and children

One of the women has a nervous
fit. *'1 want light, air, p!"" she
screams. The women fight back.
First by sabotage. A machine
breaks down. A bag of flour is
thrown at "‘sourpuss,’’ the super-
visor. After two women are fired all
the women walk  out, demanding
better wages, working conditions,
and the reinstatement of their fired
sisters '

The  union official rushes in
greets the strikers as ‘‘comrades,’”
promises them militant support
and then tries to sell them out

He is a Communist party mem
ber whom the women haven’t seen

@

SEE BLOW FOR BLOW

It “will be shown soon In
Chicago, St. Louls, Seattle and
Detroit, For details, see

“What's On'’", page 10

misery of work ends

for years. They hate him

They refuse his deal and occupy
the plant.

For so many of us{ who know
what it's like to be sold out time

and time again by some male
chauvinist union bureaucrat, this
was one of the best and most

revealing scenes. We cheered even
louder, when the women hiss and
boo this sellout. More important,
they ignore him, taking matters
into their own hands.

LIVES CHANGE

The second part of the film deals
with how the women's lives
changed as a result .of the
occupation. For the first time, the

women get to know each other.

Elodie, one of the older women
said that *‘in the factory, we didn't
know each other; we learned to
know each’other.’” They get a
chance to eat together, to sing, to
dance, and to talk. They talked
about their lives.

“*Until this strike 1 was a
nobody,”" said one woman. An-
other married woman spoke about
the problems of working on a
different shift with, your husband.
There are no conversations, sex is
an occasional ‘'quickie,’”’ and you
can't spend time with your child-
ren

Probably the most explosive and
exciting part of the film takes place
wher the women, after days of

occupation, seize Boursac, the
owner. The intensity of their hatred
for him is brilliantly done.

They put Boursac in a glass
office and treat him the way he
treaied the women. No eating—no
smoking —no sleeping—no pissing.
Their revenge—blow for blow.

One striker said, **All of us were
for seizing the boss. .. We felt that
the occupation...was not enough
to make him give in to our
demands. What he couldn’t stand
was that we affect him personally,
touch his precious person.”’

Marie Madelaine wanted "‘to be
even nastier. When we work, what
do they stop us from doing? Then

we did the same to him s

Other factories are out in sym-

UGIE AUDIENCE

ADS MOVIES TRENDS BOOKS MUS

pathy for the women. Boursac,
under pressure by the government,
is forced to give in to the demands
of the women.

VICTORY

The strikers know that they have
won an important battle. They also
know that there will be other
battles to come. But the lessons
they have learned in this occupa-
tion—sisterhood. solidarity, -and
militancy will help them in the
future struggles

Blow for Blow was the collective
effort of roughly 100 people; 60
factory women and other actors and
actresses as well as film makers
Evervone involved with the film
was paid the same—3$300 a month
And evervone had an equal voice in
making the film

Marie Madelaine. a spool maker,
said. "They invited me to join the
film. but my first thought was that
it was a shitty script. Then they told
me we could speak out. that we
could make some changes. |
accepted .

**The original scenario was wishy
washy—the language was unreal.
It was a man's language—we
changed all that.”

It wasn't easy to get Blow for-

"Blow In this country. The French

government did not want to
promote a film that attacks the
bosses and government, and glori-
fles workers’ struggles.

It did all it could to prevent.the -
film from getting here. It wasn't
shown until 1975, three years after
Blow for Blow was first released.
But now that it is here, people
should show it and go see it as
much as possible.

Lenin said that a revolution was
‘‘the festival of the oppressed.”
The film Blow for Blow captures
the spirit of that ‘‘festival.”"? O

Barbara Winslow

when women take over

the factory,

the boss, their lives

.
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Ford Panics; Axes Everyone

THE LOST AND FOUND

by Gay Semel

The sudden and major reshuf-
fling of the government's top
national security posts is part of

building “‘his own team,’’ Presi-
dent Ford confidently told the
préss. But behind the bluster

svands a desperate man.

Gerald Ford's presidency has
been a total bust. The country is in
economic and political chaos. Ford
may be the first incumbent in

memory (o have trouble winning.

his party's nomination, let alone
re-clection.

His only relative success has
been following Nixon's policy of
detente. Defegse Secretary James
R ,\th(‘\ﬁugmﬁ& outspoken, hawk
ish posiéihn against detente made
negotiafions around the strategic
arms limitation (SALT) talks with
Russia difficult

Schlesinger's dismissal was de-
signed to make clear, at this critical

point in the SALT talks, Ford's
p(l\lhlln p
Henry Kissinger's removal as

national security advisor is merely
camouflage to produce the effect of
a broader shake-up. In fact,
Kissigger's hand is strengthened
His pesition on detente has been
affirniéd and his chief rival has
been removed. He remains Secre-
tary of State.

Axing CIA Director William
Colby was simply long overdue. As
more and more of the CIA's dirty
work was uncovered, Colby's con-
tinued presence as CIA head was
an embarassment.

Ford's major problem however is
finding § domestic program to run

PHONE WORKERS STRIKE
AGAINST LAYOFFS

NEW YORK—Western Electric
Installers In downstate New York
struck for two days last weék. The
issue was layoffs. By the end of the
week, they had backed the largest
corporation in the world down—a
little.

Technically gthe walkout was a
dispute over Work formerly down
by Western CLric IWI;T('()] in
stallers now beilig contracted out to
electricians. But over 1100 instal-

I enclose §
subscription to Workers' Power.

ROCKY—0n to

gger nnd better
things.

on. That's where Rockefeller fits
in.

DOMESTIC PALICY

The economy has gone through
the most severe depression since
the 30's. Overall production has
declined 14%. It has slowly begun
to crawl back. But the slowness and
shallow ness of the recovery strikes
fear deép into the collective heart
of the capitalist class

In response, Ford's economic
program has zigzagged wildly
First he told us to “'bite the bullet”
and preached the pgospel of a
balanced budget. When WIN lost,

lers have been laid off. That is
more than half the membership of
Communications Workers of Amer-
ica (CWA) Local 1190.

Until now, the union leadership
has done nothing because the
layoffs have been *‘according to the
contract,”” They would have still
done nothing if it weren't for the
pressure from Local 1190 mem
bers. The installers were outraged
that Western was laying off and at

Please send me a

14131 Woodward Ave.
+ Highland Park, MI 48203

COLBY—Dirty tricks.

he put forward a budget with a total
deficit of $120 billion.

Now he has swung violently back
to the right again, demanding the
sinful city of New York repent
without federal aid.

Unemployment continues to
hover around 8%. Thousands of
those laid off have already moved
from the unemployment insurance
lines to the welfare lines. There is
no relief in sight

Ford Is running scared. He faces
serious competition from Ronald
Reagan, the darling of the Republi-
can right wing. Attempting to head
Reagan off, Ford Is running politi-
cally to the right.

the same time refusing to bid for
available work

Virtually all of the downstate
New York Telephone and AT&T
Longlines CWA locals supported
the walkout. New York Tel, AT&T
Longlined, and Western Electric
are all subsidiaries of AT&T.

The other CWA locals refused to
cross Western's picket lines even

though the CWA International
refused (o sanction the strike.
CWA Logal 1101 president Ed

Dempsey was prepared to ignore
the Western picket lines. But the
membership of his local reminded
him that Western installers had
honored their picket lines for seven
long months in 1971. They were not
about to cross a Western line,
whatever Dempsey said

New York Telephone workers
were also well aware that the
question of layoffs was not isolated
to WECO., The threat of lay offs has
been held over their heads for a
year. One Western steward told
those respecting his picket line:
‘“This is not just our strike. We're
being laid off now, but you know
that you're next in line.”

After two days on the streets,
Local 1190 settled with WECO.
They won back much of the work
contracted oul, and a pledge from
the company to bid on more future
contracts than they had planned to.
They did not win enmough work,

While the strike won only partial
gains, it showed that layoffs are not
simply a matter of contractual
corrections. They are also a
matter of power, and how much the
union is willing to fight for. ]

SCHLESINGER—The hawk's
wings clipped. <

He needs a domestic issue and
he thinks he has found it in New
York. By maintaining a hard-nosed
position against aid to New York,
Ford hopes to bring the right back
into his camp.

But he cannot pull anti-New
Yorkism off with Rockefeller (N.Y.
State Governor for 16 years) as hi§
running mate. Rockefeller had to
BO

Rocky did last Monday.
released a letter to Ford statin,
was withdrawing his name
consideration for re-election
Vice President in 1976.

Rockefeller's exit is not a simple
mattey of Ford dumping Rocky.
The separation is by mutual
consent

He
he
rom
as

ROCKY: THE SYSTEM FIRST

Rockefeller, like most of the
international uplnllsuhu recog-
nizes the conse-

KISSINGER—Consolidates.

quences of New York dehnlll.nq
He is strongly opposed to Ford's
ram.

Rockefeller is a capitalist first.
He wants to save his system.
Running with Ford ties his hands.
By pulling out he releases them.

Rockefeller may only organize
against Ford behind the scenes. Or
he may eventually move dpenly.
But he is not going to allow the
system that brought his family
billions to go down the tubes
because of the political and eco-
nomic stupidity of Gerald Ford.

Rockefeller is not alone. He
represents a substantial section of
the American ruling class.

Ford may have missed the forest
for the trees. He may win the
Republican right wing and lose
everything else. Like Nixon's ‘*Sat-
urday Night Massacre,”” Ford's
“*Sunday Night Massacre’ may
prove to be the beginning of his

dol o

Give Your
Fair Share

The money for the fund drive
Is pouring in. But still not fast
enough.

$11,500 has been sent in. This
Just about keeps up with the
schedule.

Thus far IS branches continue
to carry most of the burden.
This week three branches were
outstanding. The New York City
branch sent in $1,100.

Bloomington sent in $950.
And the three Detroit branches
sent in a total of $1,340.

These branches all deserve
congratulations.

Now Workers' Power readers
are going to have to do more. It

[] Enclosed is my donation
amount of §

Send cash, check, or money order to: 1.S.,

to

has never been so necessary.
And never before has it been
put to such good use.

This week a new pamphlet,
‘‘Taking Care of Business: The
Struggle for Workers' Power'*
was published.

The new weekly Workers'
Power is already a greal suc-
cess, but it costs m

The Porlugum Solidaflly
Campaign continues.

So send the money in. Next
week will have to be better. The
success of all these campaigns
affects averr militant, every
supporter of the Portuguese
revolution, and every reader. (]

the 1S Fund Drive in the

Zip
14131 Woodward Ave.,

m 225, !lluhllnd Park, MI 48203, Make checks payable to

International Sociallsts.
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