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1 Editorial Notes

29TH SEPTEMBER 1963

THE Twenty Ninth of September 1963
was a red-letter day for the working class
and the wage-earners of Ceylon. All the
organised Trade Unions in the Island met
in conference and registered general
agreement on twenty-one common demands
for presentation to the Employers and to
the Government. This was the first con-
ference of its kind held in Ceylon. - Although
consultations and united action had taken
place in the Trade Union Movement in the
past and a large measure of organisational
unity had ‘been achieved through the Co-
ordinating Committee of Trade Union
Organisations it was widely accepted that
the Trade Union Movement in Ceylon had
still far to go for the achievement of real
trade union unity. And this unity could not
fall from the skies. The realities of the class
struggle and the problems posed by the
living movement had brought the organised
working class. to a realisation that a higher
degree of consultation, co-ordination and
unity before and during action is impera-
tive for both the defence of the existing
standards of living and for the struggle to
win their urgent demands from the em-
ployers and the Government. Thus. the
Trade Union Conference of 29th Sep-
tember was the culmination of a process
that was propelled by the necessities and
realities of the class struggle. Workers
and wage earners in the government and
private sector embracing the educated and
manual workers, skilled and unskilled,
directly under government or in government
Corporations, workers in the Mercantile
Sector, in the industrial enterprises, in the

plantation sector and even in the teaching
profession have despite their conflicting
political affiliations and objectives succeeded
in formulating common demands in the
perspective of coming struggle.

The full day conference in a packed hall
consisting of nearly 800 persons—all dele-
gates of Unions and Federations—and in
which there was free discussion and debate
of course revealed the existence of diff-
erences and tendencies. This was as ex-
pected. And while a current of conser- .
vatism sought to intervene in the deli-
berations it was soon lost in the larger and
more dynamic tendency that supported the
struggle perspective. The very large majo-
rity of delegates who intervened in the dis-
cussions displayed a realisation that unity
was imperative in the face of the coming
struggle against the Capitalist class and the
Sirimavo Capitalist Government and that
their respective unions would be in the van-
guard of the struggle. The tone of the
speeches and the keeness and the enthusi-
asm of the delegates and the fraternal at-
mosphere that prevailed despite the sharp-

‘ness of the debating were unmistakable

indications that the organised working class
is consciously moving into big class action
which they expect to face sooner rather than
later.

TWO COMMUNIST PARTIES

The Sino-Soviet ideological differences
which were only an aspect of the crisis in
the International Stalinist Movement had
for a considerable time its reflections within
the local Communist Party. It was no
secret that despite the fact that the Moscow
wing had Keuneman, Wickremasinghe and
practically all other known leaders of the
Party the Chinese Wing led by Shanmu-
gathasan and Premalal had considerable
influence among the worker elements in the
Party and had superior forces in the Trade



Unions. The official leadership of Keuneman
and Wickremasinghe would have been aware
that a showdown was going to be dangerous
if not disastrous to the Moscow wing.
Rumour has it that with full know-
ledge of the relationship of forces Keuneman
& Co., were against taking of disciplinary
action howsoever embarassing to them was
the conduct and activities of the Shanmu-
gathasan Group. But apparently orders
came from Moscow itself. It was widely
known that Moscow had sent directions to
all Communists Parties under its influence
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to take drastic action and that speedily,
against the dissidents as the only way to
arrest the deterioration of the factional strug-
gle which they had assessed as adverse to
them on a global scale. And despite the
process of destalinisation in the Moscow led
Communist Parties, Moscow orders had to
be carried out. Hence the calamitous
situation for the Moscow Group and hence
the existence of two communist parties.

The existence of two communist parties is
a new factor in the political scene. The
Peking led C.P. alleges that the other party
are Revisionists—that they are Parliamenta-
rians and Reformists who desire peaceful
co-existence with Capitalism and Imperialism.
They appear to postulate a struggle perspec-
tive and have readily supported and led
recent working class strikes and seek actively
to organise the working class and to promote
trade union unity, and call for the leadership
of the working class in the anti-imperialist
and democratic struggles. The Keuneman-
led CP. in supporting and implementing
the orthodox Moscow line base their national
policies on a decision to sustain the Sirimavo
Bandaranayake Government as a Govern-
ment of the progressive National Bourgeoise,
whilst of course indunlging and engaging
in criticism of its policies. Functioning
within the framework of supporting the
National Bourgeoise the Keuneman-led C.P.
shiesaway from the class struggle. Big class
action involving large sections of workers
with their employers or the Government finds
this Party in serious discomfort. But of
course the Communist Party led by Shan-
mugathasan is not without contradictions
in their political thinking. They seek to
fight revisionism in the name of Stalin the
notorious inspirer of Revisionism and the
chief grave-digger of Revolution and the
destroyer of the Bolshevik Party of Lenin.
And in National Politics the Peking-led
Party continues to emphasise the anti-
Imperialist and  so-called anti-feudal
struggle to soft pedal the struggle against
the Ceylon Capitalist Class. But despite
these contradictory features of the Peking
liners they are a dynamic current in the
communist movement definitely to the left
of the Moscow Party. ‘



CLASS STRUGGLE ERUPTS

The December-January C.M.U. led Port
Workers Strike and the strike of Customs
Union Workers registered definite gains for
the Trade Union Movement whilst emphasis-
ing once again the general trends in the
movement. The accumulated problems of
the working class and wage earners which
are inevitably aggravated by an ever rising
cost of living and an open wage-freeze policy
of the government is driving the organised
and the more militant sections of these
workers into class action on what appear
to them as pressing issues. The 1500
workers of the Port Cargo Corporation
(Colombo) of the CM.U. were propelled
into strike action owing to the intransigence
of die-hard bureaucrats of the Corporation
with the full backing of Minister Mahanama
and the Cabinet. The main demand of the
union was for implementation of an under-
taking of the Corporation and the govern-
ment to take back into the Government
Service about 30 Officers seconded to the
Corporation and thereby safeguard the pro-
motion prospects and rights of other workers.
The demands of the strikers of the Customs
Union also were of a similar nature and
could have been conceded. But the policy
of riding rough shod over the wishes and
rights of the workers and the determination
of the Government to pursue an anti-work-
ing class policy was the over riding and funda-
mental factor in the situation. And in
furtherance of this same policy the govern-
ment had so far got away with a reactionary
and strike breaking attitude of refusing to
negotiate during a strike. The tactic of
wearing out the resources of the strikers
had succeeded in many instances. The 55
day Harbour strike (1961), 85 day Bank
Strike, 17 day Bus Strike were terminated
through this wearing-out process. But old
tactics are of no avail in a new situation.
The new situation in the working class move-
ment was that the mood of the workers had
undergone a qualitative change. The deter-
mination of workers in action to win in struggle
and a confidence of achieving victory was a
new situation. But failing to recognise this
tendency of the workers the Government
sought to isolate the Corporation Strikers
from the customs strikers by arriving at a

settlement with the latter by granting some

demands. Pursuing this  manouvre the
government failed to support its own Com-
missioner of Labour who had negotiated with
the CM.U. on behalf of the Government
and recklessly refused to endorse the nego-
tiated Agreement. This conduct of the
Government roused the General Body of
Workers of the C.M.U. who went into general
strike action. For the first time in Trade
Union history a general strike was called
in sympathy with one section of workers
on strike and not for a day but to continue
till settlement was reached. The 1500
workers of the Port Cargo Corporation and
13000 employees of Export Trade and large
Mercantile Houses succeeded in bringing to
a virtual halt the centre of the business world
in the Island—Loading and Unloading of
Ships was a dead slow process and Tea and
other market transactions did not take place.
And naturally the Government was not pre-
pared to tolerate a challenge of this nature
by a mere 1500 workers. The expected
ultimatum came and the workers were given
a dead line before which to return to work.
But the Government’s bluff was called when
the general body of strikers unanimously
decided to defy the ultimatum. The Siri-
mavo Government climbed down—they
were compelled to grant some demands of
the Strikers. The strike ended in a clear
victory for the strikers and the stalemate in the
the class struggle situation was broken and
through this strike, incidentally the C.M.U.
came out as a major and dynamic force in
the trade union movement.

With the sharpening of class forces as
evidenced by this strike the form and shape
of the anti working class and reactionary
forces generally revealed itself.  While
Catholic Action was a known anti-working
class force the reactionary role of the so-called
Buddhist Force (Bauddha Jatika Bala Vegaya)
and other such Balavegayas came out in
bold relief. Mettananda the leader of this
Bloc and his acolyte and big plantation
owner Ronnie de Mel came out to categori-
cally denounce the strikers and their Union
the C.M.U. Abusing the priviledged position
of a witness before the Press Commission,
Mettananda launched a malicious and vile
attack on the just struggle of the workers
making irresponsible and illogical allegations
that the arch enemy of the working class,
Catholic Action was leading the strike. The
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mask of Mettananda and his “Force’” (Bala-
vegaya) as a purely religious (Buddhist)
Revival Movement stands exposed. It is no
secret that the Sinhalese Buddhist Capitalists
and landowners and merchants working
on the religious susceptibilities of the Budd-
hist masses are seeking to mobilise the oppres-
ed sections of the people who are Sinhalese
Buddhists both to strengthen their own
economic power in relation to other sections
of the vested interests and to actively promote
communal and religious dissention within
the anti-capitalist forces.

This strike also served to bring out the
the role of M.E.P. leader Philip Gunawardena
in Left Politics in Ceylon. He has categori-
cally stated that this strike was not justifiable
and has expressed his opposition to strikes
generally. About the same time he has
publicly intervened to defend Mettananda
the leader of the Buddhist Balavegaya.
Having left the hard and difficult road of
Revolution about 20 years ago this undisci-
plined but dynamic political figure com-
menced his adventure into the more attrac-
tive field of opportunism. After a period
of flirtation with Stalinism he quickly saw
his opportunity when Bandaranayake was
being lifted up on a communal  wave.
Philip Gunawardena was soon the lieute-
nant of the new bourgeois leader Bandara-
nayake and very soon he was Minister of the
Bandaranayake Cabinet. Since 1956 the
real base of Philip has been the lesser Sinha-
lese Buddhist Capitalists and hence his anti-
working class attitude. Ever since he has not
pretended to lead the workers. His interven-
tion in the Trade Union Movement has been
to register his opposition to strikes generally.
His interest in the Trade Union Movement
is partly the hang over of his past and is
partly linked to the opportunity to control
and use sections of the working class for his
own purpose.

BYE-ELECTIONS

A Bye-Election to a Parliamentary seat
could be a reliable pointer to the mass moods
and the political situation in the country
provided there is the active participation
and the intervention of the government and

the Opposition forces in the Election Struggle..

In that sense the Trincomaleé bye-election
could be omitted from any investigation as

in this case the election field was left without
any competition to the Federal Party. On
the other hand the Nikaweratiya Election
was keenly contested between the Govern-
ment( S.L.F.P.,) the United National Party
and the Independent former member Mudi-
yanse Tennekoon. This was a rural seat
in the Sinhalese Buddhist Peasant area which
the Government won from the U.N.P. in
1956. The U.N.P. victory in this election
by a 2000 majority and the government
coming third despite strenuous campaigning
by the government forces led by the Prime
Minister was a clear indication that the S.L.
F.P. had lost the confidence of a considerable
section of the Sinhalese Buddhist Peasants.
However despite the U.N.P. victory the ex-
M.P. Tennekoon securing a fair slice of ‘the
vote meant that a large percentage of the
anti Govt. and anti-S.L.F.P. vote did not
go to the UN.P. But the increase in the
UN.P. vote bringing them victory in the
election cannot be dismissed by the conve-
nient explanation of a division of the anti-
U.N.P. vote. Ifthe increase in the U.N.P. vote
is a fact wherein lies the explanation? While
the U.N.P. with.its new look may have been
a contributory factor it was its role of
opposition to the Sirimavo Government
that has taken a section of the antx-govern-
ment vote to this Party.

U.L.F. VICTORY IN BORELLA

The Borella Bye-Election would have
provided a clear picture of the political
situation if the Government campaigned for
and supported its nominee. For unexpressed
reasons the Government abandoned its
candidate and as a result the election fight was
one between the U.N.P. and those against
the UN.P. led by the United ILeft Front.

Borella brought the U.L.F. its first election
victory. But a glimpse of future problems
showed itself in’ this election. The L.S.S.P.
Municipal Councillor and the ex-member of
Parliament Vivienne Gunawardena was
clearly the best choice for the UL.F. The
M.E.P. leader Philip Gunawardena’s attempt
to push his nominee Ronnie de Mel a promi-
nent member of the reactionary Sinhala
Buddhist Organisation (Bauddha Jatika Bala
Vegaya) could not be seriously pursued.
More light is thrown on Philip’s move in that
this proposal of a candidate from the Buddhist



Front came in the setting of his attacks on
Trade Union Leader and L.S.S.P.eer Bala
Tampoe and the strike of the C.M.U. and
his categorical statement that a Socalist
Revolution in Ceylon was only a dream.
The defeat of the U.N.P. has brought hope
to the Left minded masses that it is possible
to ward off the danger from the Right.

ONCE AGAIN THE CRY
“ANTI U.N.P. FORCES UNITE”.

Both the U.N.P. victory at Nikaweratiya
and the U.L.F. Victory at Borella have
brought out into the open a political cur-
rent that was lying dormant and concealed
in the political scene in Ceylon since 1960.
More correctly the cry “Anti- U.N.P.
forces Unite” developed as a current and
took form and shape a few years before
the 1956 victory of Bandaranayake. The no-
contest Pact of the L.S.S.P. with the S.L.
F.P. of Bandaranayake immediately prior to
1956 and the formation of the M.E.P. were
part of the process of forging the so-called
Anti-UN.P. Front. Himself a Liberal
Bourgeois and a representative of the lesser
capitalists (the Compradores and potential
entrepreneurs) he saw his chance in the
mounting wave of the forces against the
Capitalist U.N.P. Government. The 1953
Hartal was proof that these forces could
move in the anti-capitalist direction. If
the L.S.S.P. succeeded in harnessing these
anti-UN.P. forces Capitalism in Ceylon
would have been in danger. The way out
for capitalism was for the bourgeoise to
throw the U.N.P. to the wolves and save
capitalism through another bourgeois
formation with a a left coloration—hence
the necessity for the anti-U.N.P. Front
The logical working out of this ideological
process was the formation of the M.E.P.
led by Bandaranayake. But the imple-
mentation of the so-called anti-U.N.P.
policies of the two Bandaranayake Govern-
ments have been exposed as bourgeois
despite remnants of left coloration—
thus a deception has been practised on the
working class, the rural masses and the ex-
ploited sections who embraced these two
bourgeois governments of the Bandara-
nayakes in the belief that they were anti-
capitalist Governments.  Each time 'the
masses supported this new bourgeois power
they were naturally tied more firmly than

ever to the juggernaut of Capitalism.
However when disillusionment in the S.L.
F.P. arising out of its failure through
its Capitalist policies drives the masses
to oppose the bourgeois S.L.F.P. Govern-
ment, once more the cry “Save us from the
U.N.P. and Anti-U.N.P. Forces Unite” is
raised as the only way out to turn these
masses away from the anti-capitalist road.
But the lesson to be drawn from the ex-
perience and expensive experimentation of
the Left Movement since 1956 is the ur-
gency of forging the unity of the anti-
capitalist forces under the leadership of the
working class to fight the combined forces
of Capitalism—the UN.P.,, SLFP., FP,
Employers Federations, Chambers of Com-
merce, Catholic Action, Buddhist Bala-
vegayas. But will history repeat itself and
will another anti-U.N.P. Front be a reality
to. rescue Capitalism from the gathering
storm of Revolution ?

THE MOSCOW TREATY

Through the partial Test Ban Treaty
the U.S. and U.K. Imperialisms and the
Soviet bureaucracy have sought to appear
as having taken a positive step to save
humanity from the horrible consequences
of Nuclear war. But the truth about this
treaty and the implications of this treaty
reveal a conspiracy of these three principal
signatories against the peace loving peoples.
of the world at the expense of the Socialist
Countries in particular. The treaty, does
not seek to prohibit the use of Nuclear
weapons, the manufacture of such weapons
and the stockpiling of Nuclear weapons.
It has only prevented atomic fallouts by the
restriction of Nuclear . testing to under-
ground tests only. But this advantage has
to be evaluated in the light of the fact that
U.S. Imperialism is free on behalf of World
reaction to maintain and augment its nu-
clear bases that cover the whole world and
to ply its Nuclear submarines in the waters
of every ocean and to fly its air-craft
carrying Nuclear weapons over the globe.
As the leader of world reaction U.S. Im-
perialism has supplied and will continue
to supply Nuclear weapons to its allies and
establish nuclear war-heads in allied terri-
tory. Activity in this regard by U.S.
Imperialism is to save imperialism and to’
oppose and destroy the Socialist countries



of the world and to eliminate the anti-
imperialist and anti-capitalist world move-
ment.
distribute its nuclear know-how and nu-
clear weapons to its own allies. And in a
situation where a world conflict could flare
up any time because of the recklessness of
the imperialist war mongers the only factor
that will make the Imperialists hesitate
from launching into nuclear war is the
equipment of Socialist states with the most
up to date nuclear weapons. If the ruling
bureaucrats of the Soviet Union are con-
cious of this need to strengthen the Socialist
states to face any such eventuality they must
supply these states with these weapons or
give them the know-how to manufacture these
weapons. The Socialist state of China
(600 miltion people) cannot be excluded from
the need for this protection. But this is
precisely what the U.S. Imperialist and
Soviet bureaucrats have sought to achieve.
The Soviet bureaucrats had denied such
knowledge to Socialist China and continue
to deny them the technical know-how or
nuclear weapons. Now the 3 signatories
seek by this treaty to prevent Socialist China
from ever achieving by her own efforts
this knowledge as the banning of atmos-
pheric and other testing can guarantee
that result. Only the U.S. imperialism
has perfected methods of under-ground
testing. All Socialist countries other than
the U.S.S.R. will be denied the knowledge
of the manufacture of nuclear arms. The
monopoly atomic club of U.S., UK. and
U.S.S.R. is primarily aimed to oppose the
growth of Socialist China as a world power
and to keep her in a state of inferiority
both in relation to the U.S.S.R. and to U.S.
imperialism and to ensure that the U.S.S.R.
remains for all time superior to all other
Socialist states. Thus, measured by its re-
actionary aims and by the inevitable strength-
ening of the forces of world reaction led
by U.S. imperialism and consequent en-
dangering of the security of the Socialist
states the Moscow Treaty cannot receive
the support of the peace hungry peoples
of the world. It must be condemned and
opposed.

AFRICAN REVOLUTION

The irreversible process of the unfolding
African Revolution was high-lighted by the
January events in East Africa. These events

It is true that U.S.S.R. is free to~

in the four newly independent countries
brought out the fact that Colonialism was
a reality in most of these so called Free
States. The elimination of Imperialism is a
major task of the African Revolution.

ZANZIBAR

After 73 years, British Imperialism ceased
to hold protectorate rights and formally
withdrew on December 10th. (1963). The
land-owning aristocracy through-the Zan-
zibar Nationalist Party assumed political
power. Becoming a constitutional  mon-
archy within the British Commonwealth this
land-owning minority sought to fatten on the
undernourished people of Zanzibar with
the support of British Imperialism. Almost
overnight the ruling clique became a vir-
tual dictatorship out-lawing the Umma
(People’s Party). But the opposition they
sought to eliminate was more formidable
than expected. Led by a revolutionary
leadership, the Umma Party was able to
build its support in sectors of the peasantry,
the Arab Intelligentsia and sections of the
working class and petty bourgeoise in the
Towns.

Having lost all faith in the constitutional
or Parliamentary road the Umma Party
led by the dynamic Mohammed Babu was
able to build an alliance between the power-
ful trade unions of the Island, the peasants
and other exploited sections. The other
Opposition Party was the Afro Shiranzi
Party based on the African majority of the
cbuntry. In the setting of the policies of
these parties the opposition movement
rapidly developed into Popular Revolution
on the 12th of January. The remaining
Imperialist links in Zanzibar have been
broken. But more is likely to be achieved
in this small island of 400,000 people. The
The Umma (People’s) Party that is playing
a leading role is seeking to insist on a radical
transformation of the Social Order.

TANGANYIKA, UGANDA AND
KENYA

The Revolutionary intervention of the
armed forces in Tanganyika and Uganda
against the compradore bourgeoise in these
states have been reported as mutinies.
Whilst dissatisfaction with the conditions in
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the Army was a contributory factor it is not
denied that Cabinet Ministers in Tanganiyka
were arrested by the armed forces and British
Officers were deported and the President of
Tanganyika fled to the borders of Kenya.
Similar happenings were recorded in Uganda.
In both these states the action of the armed
forces would have developed into popular
revolution but for the intervention of 4000
British Troops who were rushed from the
British Aircraft Carrier “Centaur”.

The African scene will for some time reveal
this picture and temporarily and artificially
the colonial Revolution could be blocked
by Imperialism and its agents. But when a
higher level of consciousness and organi-
sation reaches the African masses and when
a Revolutionary Marxist leadership is
forged in struggle the forces of Imperialism
and Capitalism will inevitably be destroyed
and consumed in the fires of the mighty
African Revolution.

MALAYSIA

The march of the anti-Imperialist and
anti-Capitalist forces in the countries of
South East Asia has reached a stage which
calls for more and more direct and joint
intervention of U.S. and UK. Imperial-
isms. Since British Imperialism lost in-
fluence in this region after the II World War
and Dutch Imperialism was eliminated
after the emergence of the independent
state of Indonesia it was the United States
that led the forces of reaction in this area.
Through puppet states as exemplified in
South Vietnam U.S. Imperialism sought
to stem the menacing tide of the Colonial
Revolution. But the corruption, ineffi-
ciency and the anti-national policies of these
local compradores have resulted in the
break-down of these administrations. Coup-
d’etat follows Coup-d’etat and the danger
of the spread of Revolution remains ever
present. In the situation British Imperial-
ism has come out to openly defend its own
interests in this region. British investments
totalling nearly £ 400 millions in Malayan and
Borneo territories and its huge military
base at Singapore have to be protected.
Hence the need for a new politico-cum
military set-up. A local puppet was
found in the Premier of Malaya Tunku
Abdul Rahaman. Hence the so called
Federation of Malaysia. :

But Malaysia was a pistol pointed at the
heart of Indonesia which was born in anti-
Imperialist struggle. However, from i the
outset from within and without Colonial-
ism remained a threat to the continued
existence of Indonesia. Led by leader
Sukarno who is backed by the Communist
Party the anti-imperialist movement ap-
peared to grow and develop. It is Indonesias
imperative need to resist Imperialism.
Hence Sukarno’s call for a confrontation
with Malaysia. Soon tension grew in this
area and a virtual state of war between
Malaysia and Indonesia was recognisable
and the Indonesian leader Sukarno was not
without support within the so called Feder-
ation of Malaysia. And as soon as it
was clear that British Imperialism backed
by the S.E.A.T.O. powers appeared deter-
mined to force this politico-cum-military
set up (Malaysia) on the peoples in these
countries the anti-Imperialist movement in
this region. surged forward. Led by the
Labour movement in Singapore and Malaya
a militant movement of the masses leading
to direct action took place. The depth and
scope of the movement was evident by the
arrest of over 100 Barisan Socialists and
trade union leaders in Singapore in Feb-
ruary last and they still remain incarcerated.
Similar arrests took place in the Malayan
Federation. Numerous other arrests and
deportation of leading members of the
United Peoples Party in Sarawak were also
a fact. In Brunei there took place an armed
revolt led by the Party Ra’ayat which won
every elected seat last year and guerilla
warfare broke out in Sarawak, Brunei
and North Borneo. And within Indo-
nesia itself support for a real confrontation
with Imperialism was evident. Anti-
Imperialist meetings and demonstrations
were followed by seizure of British assets
by the Trade Union organisations. As
recently as January (1964) the workers of
British-Dutch Unilever Corporation seized
the headquarters of this Company and also
that of the Shell oil company at Jakarta.
Sixteen rubber and tea estates in West Java
were formally taken over by the plantation
workers and handed over for adminis-
tration to the West Java Regional Govern-
ment and the West Java National Front
Political Confederation.



The stage was clearly set for a new rise
in the Colonial Revolution which might
have broken the power of Imperialism in
South East Asia. But the National Bour-
geois Bonapartist regime led by Sukarno
was not ready to carry further the anti-
Imperialist struggle. Sukarno  and the
Indonesian compradores were instead seek-
ing to utilise the anti-Imperialist movement
to strike a bargain with Imperialism.
Backed by the Indonesian  Communist
Party Sukarno was able to block temporily
the march of the Colonial Revolution.
Within Indonesia the government of Sukarno
has controlled the working class and the
mass movement and only permitted a res-
tricted type of guerilla warfare on the bor-
ders of Malaysia. Demonstrative seizure
of British assets were organised with the
support of the Communist Party only to be
soon handed back to the Imperialist owners.
And this show of anti-Imperialist struggle
was exposed and the bluff of Sukarno and the
Communist Party has been called off by the
threat of U.S. intervention and the with-
drawal of U.S. aid to Indonesia. The U.S.
Attorney General Kennedy’s mission to this
area and calculated state department bulle-
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tins have already produced results. Sukarno
met Attorney General Kennedy in Tokyo
and the so called confrontation with Malay-
sia is ended. The bargain has been made
but details not yet known. And the anti-
Imperialist struggle has been betrayed. It is
idle to blame Sukarno the leader of the
National Bourgeoisie for this betrayal.
The crime must be laid at the door of the
Indonesian Communist Party  which
outside the Soviet Union and China is the
largest Communist Party in the world.
Sukarno and his bourgeois regime has been
sustained over the years by the Communist
Party on false theories of a progressive
national bourgeoisie. If the Communist
party permitted the working class to assume
the leadership in the anti imperialist struge
gle the world would have seen many years
back a Socialist Indonesia. The  anti-
Imperialist  struggle would have uninte-
ruptedly grown into the anti-Capitalist
struggle and a mighty Socialist Revolution
would have been a reality in South FEast
Asia. But thanks to the false policies of the
Indonesian Communist Party this is still
only a consummation devoutly to be
wished.
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DYNAMICS OF THE CEYLON
REVOLUTION (Part I)

by EDMUND SAMARAKKODY

A SOCIAL Revolution is a process in-
volving the dialectical interaction of
varied socio-economic cum political factors,
a correct understanding of which would
enable the working class and the exploited
sections to win state power as a prelude to
the further revolutionary transformation of
the given society. But text-book formulas
and recipes for Revolution do not exist.
While the experience and the lessons' of the
world Revolutionary movement must form
a part of the armoury of all revolutionary
leaderships the world over, yet the method
of action in each sector of the world re-
volutionary movement must be related to
the given socio-economic objective and sub-
jective factors prevailing. The Socialist
Revolution of Ceylon is on the agenda of the
World Revolution. The appreciation of
the historical setting of this revolutionary
process in Ceylon and the special and pecu-
Jliar features in the objective conditions and
the resulting form and shape of this dia-
lectical movement or in other words the
dynamics of the Ceylon Revolution is both
relevant and indispensable for the discovery
of correct strategy and tactics which alone
could lead to victory.

POLITICAL STATUS OF CEYLON

Ceylon is an independent state. Poli-
tical freedom for Ceylon as a National State
has been a fact since 1948. But British
Imperialist property and investments remain.
Despite the repatriation of capital that took
place regularly since 1948 British Capital
continues to give form and shape to Ceylon’s
economy. The total acreage of Tea in
Ceylon is 750,026 acres. Of this 201,905
acres or 35429 are estates owned by Ster-
ling Companies (i e. Companies registered in
the U.K.). Another 55,067 acres or 9.66 %,
are owned by mnon-Ceylonese individuals
(including British). A further category
consisting of 95,716 acres or 16.799 are
estates owned by Rupee Companies (ie,

Companies registered in Ceylon). Thus
the bulk of the investment in Tea consist
of British investments. With regard to
Rubber estates it is true that the bulk of the
nvestments is by Ceylonese capital but the
British owned estates (Sterling Companies
amount to 90,559 or 13.7% of the total
acreage of high yielding rubber. And out
of 87,085 acres or 13.29% Rubber estates
owned by Rupee Companies British capital
too finds a place. Bssides these in-
vestments many agency Houses (Export
Import Trade) remain in the hands
of the British. Incidentally the profits
sent out by foreign enterprises from Ceylon
amounted to Rs. 452 millions (1956-62)
or above Rs. 65 million per annum. The
elimination of British ownership in the
Plantations and Agency Houses etc. are
necessary steps in the realisation of National
Freedom for Ceylon. .

While the Government of Ceylon has a
Jegal right to deal with the assets and invest-
ments of the British Imperialists by Nation-
alisation or expropriations such action
js by no means simple. Resistance by
British Imperialism is inevitable. But while
it is not easy for British Imperialism to
have a repeat performance of what they did
in Egypt in 1953 ie. by resort to military
intervention it is possible that other effective
forms of Imperialist aggression or resistance
will be resorted to. In any event therefore
the struggle to break the hold of British
Imperialism in relation to these assets re-
mains. The anti-imperialist struggle is a
reality for Ceylon. The Ceylonese bour-
geoise are the trustees of these remaining
British imperialist and foreign assets in
Ceylon. The reactionary Soulbury Cons-
titution enshrines this relationship of the
Ceylonese bourgeoise to the British Imper-
ialists. Despite the fact that a transfer of
these British assets to Ceylon will help the
further Capitalist development of Ceylon
the Ceylonese bourgeoise cannot conceive
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of the idea of existing in conflict with British
Imperialism. The Ceylonese Bourgeoise
have in fact jointly invested capital with
British Imperialists and Foreign Capitalists
in both the Plantations and other enterprises.
Furthermore in conditions of a developing
class struggle, a belatedly arisen bourgeoise
cannot feed the anti-capitalist struggle and
undermine their own class front by mouthing
anti-imperialist slogans. Hence the strug-
gle against British Imperialism to complete
Ceylon’s National Freedom is in no way
separated from the struggle against the
Ceylonese Capitalist class. On the other
hand the anti-imperialist struggle is in-
extricably linked to the anti capitalist
struggle.

. IMPLICATIONS OF IMPERIALISM

For nearly a century now Ceylon’s eco-
nomy has been Capitalist. The production
relations have been capitalist. The pro-
duction of commodities for the market and
the wage system has also operated fully
throughout the Island. But it is note-
worthy that feudalism in Ceylon was broken
by the super-imposition of Capitalism, by
the armed intervention of British Imperial-
ism and not by any growing of any capitalist
relations within the womb of Ceylon’s
feudal Society. And further this break up
of feudalism took place in two stages—The
Portuguese and Dutch Imperialisms helped
to break into the maritime provinces during
their respective dominations. In 1815
British Imperialism brought Central Ceylon
(Kandyan Feudal Kingdom) under their
rule and broke up finally the power of feu-
dalism in Ceylon. The ‘“forces” of feu-
dalism were destroyed after the Uva rebel-
lion of 1818, and also after the later Matale
revolt of 1848. But thé manner of the
super-imposition of Capitalism in Ceylon
over a feudal structure resulted in feudal
relations being sustained for almost a
century after the establishment of British
Rule. But today only negligible traces of
semi-feudal non-capitalist relations exist
and that in the remote parts of Ceylon. The
existence of ande-cultivators and share
cropping in the sphere of paddy production
is more a payment of land rent in kind rather
than a feudal relationship. Caste dis-
tinction and caste oppression in Ceylon
that continues up to date is feudal in its

origin. And although legal sanctiy for
this system of caste oppression had long
ago disappeared yet the artificial process
of the introduction of Capitalism in Ceylon
and the needs of Imperialist policy helped
to foster such oppressive caste distinctions.

The parochialism and the centrifugal
tendencies inherent in feudal society creates
also territorial divisions and separate king-
doms especially in the context of the exist-
ence of races speaking distinct languages
and observing distinct customs. Pre-
imperialist Ceylon was made up of two
nations—the Tamils and the Sinhalese.
The Kingdom of the Tamils was generally
in the Northern part of Ceylon—more
especially the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces and the rest of Ceylon was the king-
dom of the Sinhalese generally. It was
British Imperialism that succeeded in es-
tablishing its rule over the whole of Ceylon
and as expected a unified administration of
Ceylon brought about an unnatural and
artificial unity of the Tamil Nation and the
Sinhalese Nation. This formal unity could
have led to the realisation of a Ceylonese
nation on the basis of proper race relations
if only the human and material resources
of Ceylon were harnessed for a full deve-
lopment of economy. But that was not to
be. On the: contrary Imperialist policy
required a creation and fostering of race
antagonism. Hence British Imperialism
was only concealing a separatism that in
fact existed between a Tamil and a Sinhalese
Nation.

Imperialism also created a deformity in
the class structure of Ceylon. If capitalism
was foreign to the objective socio-economic
conditions prevailing in Ceylon the new class
structure was also artificially imposed. The
Capitalist class that intervened to build
capitalism in Ceylon were the British Im-
perialists. But the class of people divorced
sufficiently from property and the means of
production and who had no commodities
to sell but their Jabour power—the wage-
earning class or the working class did not
exist in Ceylon’s Society. And despite the
devastating effects of the plunder of the
land by the new Rulers under the cover of
law (Waste Lands Ordinances) for their
new Plantation System the peasants of
Ceylon could not be effectively driven to
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become wage earners. It was by no means
beyond the ingenuity of the British Ruler
to take further steps to achieve this result.
But the more convenient way out to obtain
cheap labour that could be more securely
and crushingly tied to the juggernaut of
capitalism was to use the power that British
Imperialism had over the sub-continent
of India and transport and transplant the
thousands of semi-starved peasants of South
India into the soil of Ceylon’s Society as
Plantation Labourers. Through recruit-
ing agents who were veritable slave drivers
these peasants were enticed to leave the
shores of India in search of the promised
Jand in Ceylon only to find themselves
transformed overnight as it were into wage
slaves condemned to be inarticulate and
virtual beasts of burden for nearly a hundred
years in their new home in Ceylon.

Since 1825 or even earlier organised
migration from South India to Ceylon took
place. At the peak of the coffee prosperity
about the year 1870 almost 90°% of the
labour force in the estates was of Indian
origin, Despite the tendency since the turn
of the century for more Sinhalese Labour
to enter the plantations as workers yet even
today 709 of estate labour in Ceylon is
of recent Indian origin.

A so-called Indian question thus arose to
affect the political scene since the 1930’s.
The Plantation Workers as a national
minority appeared very early as a potential
target of the Ceylon bourgeoise and their
apologists in their fight against working
class movement in Ceylon. The indigenous
Tamils (Northern and Eastern Provinces)
did not oppose these attacks on the plant-
ation workers. And this legacy of Imper-
ialism—the plantation workers of Indian
origin—gave the Ceylonese bourgeoise a
point of vantage from which to strike a
frontal blow at the working class movement
of Ceylon. This they did by the notorious
Citizenship Laws (1948) by which they dis-
franchised and rendered stateless' over 7
lakhs of Plantation workers of Indian origin.
The problem of these workers of Indian
origin is also a part of the problem of de-
mocratic rights already sharply posed by the
reality of the oppression of the racial, reli-
gious and caste ‘minorities.

CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT IN
CEYLON

Capitalist development in Ceylon co-
mmenced about the year 1840. Taking
place within the framework of the
Imperialist set up all such development was
primarily to serve Imperialist needs. To
produce raw material for the manufacturing
industries of Britain a Plantation system on
the basis of a monoculture was the pers-
pective of the Imperialists. At first these
plantations were coffee estates but after
about 1890 Tea, Rubber and Coconut took
the place of Coffee. But unlike the present
day entrepreneur the British Planters had no
problems of investment capital. Con-
ditions of colonialism offered them the
methods of primitive accumulation which
they employed mercilessly and with a van-
dalism characteristic of the ruthless pioneer
Imperialist. They required land and wage-
labour as the minimum Capital compo-
nents for Capitalist Agriculture. The plunder
of the land took place under cover of a law
(Waste Lands Ordinances) which converted
practically all uncultivated land and subs-
tantial portions of forest into Crown Land.
And if the poor Ceylon peasant was yet too
much rooted to the soil to become a wage
labourer the semi-starved and impoverished
peasants of South India were better material
and were the cheapest available labour.
With practically free land and labour in
conditions of semi-slavery the British Plan-
ters were soon able to convert the richest
sector of the uncultivable land and much
valuable forest lands of Ceylon into Tea,
and Rubber Plantations.

The new agricultural sector producing
and processing Tea, Rubber and Coconut
for the export market which was now basic
to the economy was confined to the South
Western and Central regions of Ceylon
known as the wet zone owing to the avail-
ability of water resources. Land suitable
for Tea and Rubber were also taken for
these plantations. The remaining land in
this Wet Zone was left under peasant occu-
pation and ownership. Into this peasant
occupied portions of the Wet Zone and into
the Northern Penninsula- (Jaffna) and the
large and more extensive sector of Ceylon
known as the Dry Zone this large scale
capitalist agriculture did not penetrate.
Peasant owned land in the wet zone and the
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rest of the country remained separated and
almost without organic links with the ad-
vanced Plantation Sector. The economic
activity in the Peasant Sector was mainly
the cultivation of rice in the low-lying parts
and coconut, Tea, Rubber, Cocoa, Jak,
Arecanuts, - Breadfruit, citrus and Fruit
Trees—all mostly in small allotments bet-
ween 5 acres an 1 acre in extent.

If the plantation sector was basic to the
economy it followed that all industrial
activity, enterprises and factories were inci-
dental to the needs and requirements of the
Export Agricultural Sector. Thus in the
field of manufacture directly linked to the
Plantation system there was set up Tea
Factories and Rubber Mills and Factories
for the production of coconut oil, desi-
cated coconut and other products. Several
Bngineering. and mechanical workshops
were built up also to cater for the engineering
and other requirements of these main agri-
cultural industries.

It was also as late as the 1930’s that a
pretence at development in the Agricultural
Sector other than the plantations took place
on the initiative of the Ceylonese land-
owners (D. S. Senanayake)—A systematic
parcelling out of crown land particularly in
the Dry Zone among landless peasants
was held out as a favourable prospect of
creating a: so-called “healthy peasantry”.
After 1935 a programme of Irrigation Works
was undertaken and followed up by the
provision of minimum facilities for the
cultivation of paddy in certain selected
areas of the Dry Zone and both High Land
and rice land were rented out to peasants
in small allotments between 8 to 3 acres.
Assistance to cut jungle and construct houses
was given to peasants. On the average a
sum of about Rs. 13,000/- was spent on
each so-called “colonist”. All this activity
went under the name of Colonisation and
Land Development.

In pursuit of this same objective the
Ceylonese Land-owning Bourgeoise (under
D. S. Senanayake) launched a more ambi-
tious scheme—a River Valley project called
the Gal Oya Multi-Purpose Scheme— On
the principle of damming a river (Gal Oya)
and by the construction of water storage
tanks the plan was to provide irrigation for
paddy cultivation etc. This scheme under-
taken in 1949 is partly complete. During

a period of 11/2 decades 250,000 people are
now settled in and around the Gal Oya
Valley area. Originally this scheme was to
cost Rs. 133 millions. But with still more
work to be done this scheme has now cost
over Rs. 700 millions. Much has been
said about this “Development” but the
resulting reality is the extension of sub-
sistence agriculture covering nearly one
million human beings and a continuous
draw on the finances of the state. The
idealising of what Marx called “‘the idiocy
of rural life” cannot be ‘a substitute for
economic development of the non—plan-
tation agricultural sector.

DIVERSIFICATION OF THE
ECONOMY

The total neglect of industrial develop-
ment and a complete silence on the subject
was broken by a so-called ‘“Industrial
Commission” in 1922. The Commission
recommended that the Government should
undertake a number of light industries like
the manufacture of glass, paper, soap,
cement, charcoal, acetic acid, alchohol
and other chemical products fish, oil,
fish manure and tinned fish. The Im-
perial Government had no intentions of
implementing these or any such recom-
mendations and the question was soon
forgotten.

The grant of Universal Franchise and the
Consti‘utional Reforms of 1931 gave the
Ceylonese Land Owning Class a chance
of playing a more important but limited
role in the affairs of the country It was
about the same year that the Pokhanawala
Banking Commission made important re-
commendations for a State-Aided Bank and
a separate Department of Industries to
undertake pioneering and administrative
work, render technical advice to industries
and to guide the irdustrial poficy of the
Government —hs establishment of model
factories by the government was also re-
commended. And following these recom-
mendations the Department of Commerce
and Industries was set up in 1938 for the
establishment and maintenance of factories,
industrial centres, workshops, training
schools and facilities for industrial Research.
An important step was taken in 1939 in the
setting up of a State-Aided Bank—the Bank
of Ceylon with State and Private Capital.



PRIVATE ENTERPRISE—
NO RESPONSE

The frame-work of Imperialism was un-
favourable for the growth of a Ceylonese
entrepreneur class that could commence
the development of even small scale manu-
facturing Industries as a step in the dir-
ection of the greater industrial development
of Ceylon. But the expected had happened
in Ceylon as in all Colonial countries—
Imperialism had effectively and for a long
period blocked the emergence of this en-
trepreneur class—The land owning class
who prepared to shape themselves in the
image of the Planter Bosses and the com-
pradore bourgeoise (i.e. the Ceylonese
brokers, Merchants, Traders and Importers)
were steeped in conservatism and had
extremely narrow horizons.

~ It would have come as a surprise even to
the Imperialist government that private
enterprise failed to respond to a govern-
ment offer to underwrite the entire share
issue if private entrepreneurs undertook to
set up a Ply-wood Factory for which the
entire scheme was prepared by government,
It was under those circumstances fhat in
1942 the government -itself undertook to
set up this factory as a state enterprise.
And as this happened to be wartime the
government was ready to give special assist-
ance and encouragement to the Private
Sector. Factories for Steel Rolling, Lea-
ther, Drugs, Ceramics, Glass, Acetic Acid,
Paper and Cardboard, Coir Goods and
Carpentry—were all offered with assistance
to the Private Sector. But without any
certainty regarding the future policies of the
government in relation to industry the
Ceylon bourgeoise found it safer to gather
their flesh pots from private swindling in
brokerage and wartime contracts rather
than undertake development work. In the
situation the bourgeois (Imperialist) State
undertook in a half-hearted manner these
factories as State Enterprises.

Post war conditions and lack .of pers-
pectives of the government did not favour
the continuation of these wartime state
factories and a number of these had to be
closed down. The reality of the situation
'was that as long as the state power was
Imperialist conditions could not exist for the
Ceylonese bourgeois to develop into the
entrepreneur. i

NEW CONDITIONS

The decade from 1947 to 1956 could have
been the opportunity for the Ceylonese
Eatrepreneur to intervene in the economic
life of the country—the new rich who had
amassed wealth by war contracts, brokerage,
and black marketing might have turned
in the direction of manufacturing industries,
if the ruling land-owning bourgeoise were
willing to create the conditions for the
growth of industry. The vested interests of
the lard-owning bourgeoise led by D. S.
Senanayake were not ready to give an en-
couragement to the entrepreneur. They had
to bide their time and in the meantime in-
vested their newly found wealth in the
Export-Import Trade and also in the Trans-
port Services. A good number however
resorted to the traditional investments in
land—in the purchase of European owned
Tea and Rubber Estates. In the result it
was inevitable that industrial development
was practically restricted to Government
ventures—the Cement, Plywood, Leather
and Foot Wear Industries. Apart from
these completed enterprises there were a
number of industries in the course of con-
struction namely—vegetable oil, Paper,
Ceramic, Caustic Soda, D.D.T., Chlorine,
and ~ State ‘owned Salterns. And it was
during this decade that a start was made for
the development of Hydro-Power.—The
Laxapana Hydro Electric Scheme was
launched.

1956—1964 -

Among the forces that brought about
the electoral’ defeat - of the parlia-
mentary rule of the Landowning Bourgeoise
under the Senanayake leadership (U.N.P.)
were the repressed compradore elements
that werereachingout for a place in the eco-
nomic set up of the country. This trading
and business class were also conscious of
the secondary role played by them consi-
dering the possibilities that were open before
them. The potential entrepreneur and the
business community required their own state-
—just as the loin cloth of a Gandhi por-
traying the grinding poverty of India’s
millions, did not prevent- him from being
the representative of the Indian Bourgeoise
a Bandaranaike in the National Dress and
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talking the language of Ceylon’s petty
bourgeoise could become the leader of
Ceylon’s compradores and the new Entre-
preneurs. What the Compradores and the
infant “entrepreneur” bourgeoise that had
arrived belatedly on the scene was incapable of
performing the Capitalist State under the
two Bandaranaike Governments sought to
perform. The state under the Bandara-
naike Government could verily be des-
cribed as an attempt to establish the transit-
ion to the Compradore cum Entrepreneur
State. The acute condition of social crises
arising out of economic crises called upon
the state to intervene in economic develop-
ment—both -taking a big share in actual
Capitalist development and also to control
and direct the economic resources towards
this development. The Capitalist State
now seeks to break the conservatism of the
Ceylon Bourgeoise to save them much
against their wish. The magnitude of the
problems facing the bourgeoisie and the
back log of development work awaiting
their immediate attention and in short the
depth of the crisis and the possible collapse
of the bourgeois state and class rule drives
the new entreprencur state to take drastic
measures often effecting adversely sections
of the bourgeoise. Hence the Nationali-
sations and severe taxation under the Ban-
daranaike Governments. In the situation
the new bourgeois State led by Bandaranaike
temporarily assumed a Bonapartist char-
acter—they even appeared anti-Imperialist
and anti-Capitalist. Under like conditions
in underdeveloped countries bourgeois
rule took similar form and shape.

Sections of both local and foreign capi-
talists have suffered adversely under the
Bandaranaike Bourgeoise state. Far from
being propelled by a desire to achieve social-
ism the Bandaranaike Governments have
in the very interests of Bourgeois class rule
struck blows at Bus Magnates, Colombo
Port Companies- (local and foreign), In-
surance Companies (local and foreign),
Foreign Oil Companies, Banks (Local and
foreign) and Trading and Mercantile in-
terests (Local and foreign). Taxing the
rich to almost the limit of their capacity
and harnessing their resources much against
their wishes and imposing severe import
restrictions and facing the wrath of the
people the same Bandaranaike Government

is doing its utmost to serve the compradores
and the new- entrepreneurs.

RESULTS AND PERSPECTIVES

Under the two Bandaranaike Govern-
ments (S.L.F.P.) the Ceylonese Bourgeoisie
have been awakened from their apathy
and has belatedly come into consciousness
of the need for industrial development.
Gains have been registered in  this
regard. Under the Bandaranaike dispensa-
tions a large number of State Industrial
Corporations e.g. Cement, Ceylon Cera-
mics, Leather Products, Paper Mills, Oils
and Fats, National Textiles are making
some progress. The following state
enterprises are in the course of construction:
Iron and Steel, Tyres and Tubes, Hardware,
Flour Mill, Petroleum Refinery and a
Fertiliser Factory will soon be launched.

In the Private Sector a large number of
small light industries have been set up.
These enterprises fall into two categories.
(a) Enterprises with full local capital and
(b) enterprises with partly local and partly
foreign capital—and perhaps as expected
these enterprises are not manufacturing
industries proper but are mostly assembly
plants. However in a number of minor
consumer products imports have been re-
placed by the local product. (Biscuits,
confectionery, sweet drinks, soap, ciga-
rettes, Garments etc.) And recently 400
new enterprises also in light industry
(also virtual assembly centres) have received
Government approval.

However the gains in economic deve-
lopment already registered wunder both
bourgeoise governments, the U.N.P. and
S.L.F.P. must be evaluated in the light of
the nature and magnitude of the economic
problem that awaits solution. A glimpse
of the problem reveals itself from the per-
capita income which is acknowledged. the
best index of the state of an economic
system. With a per capita income of Rs.567/-
Ceylon falls clearly into the category of under
developed countries. A correct picture of
the economic conditions of the people is
the distribution of the National Income.
And in this regard a central Bank Survey
has revealed that roughly 839 of the fami-
lies in Ceylon received less than Rs.- 150/-



pet month and that somewhat over 559
of the families earned less than Rs. 75/- a
month. It is also estimated through the
same survey that 725 of the population
lived in “over crowded conditions’’ and that
over 509 of the households in Ceylon had
no latrines. And despite free education
nearly 259, of the children of the age group
5—14 years are not attending school.
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And with over 500,000 in th2 ranks of the -

unemployed and with the startling figure
of 2.8 million persons out of a population
of 10 millions being “surplus” to the rural
economy Ceylon’s economic problem is
roughly the lew leve! of national output
caused parily by the low productivity of
labour in domestic agriculture. The scar-
city of land and capital in 1he rural economy
is a basic factor. Nearly 729 of the popu-
lation is dependant on about 1/10 of the
total natiopal product. The major cause of
low output however is the absence of indus-
trial development. In 1950, 509 ot Ceylon’s
gross national products was obtained from
Agriculture. In the same year Industry
(including Cottage Industry) accounted for
only 5% of the gross national product.

In the setting of a serious back log in
development and with a present very low
level of production and the population
increase of 2.89 per year the fundamental
question is the rate of development that
could be achieved by and through capital-
ism with resources available to Ceylon’s
ruling class. In terms of the 10 year Plan
the development rate of growth as 5.99
per year with a population increase of 2.8%
per annum the actual growth rate becomes
3.19 per capita. Even this low rate of
growth is still lowered by the so-called
Short Term Programme which reduced the
realisable planned rate of growth to 4.8%
per year. This is equivalent to 2% in-
crease in income per capita. But results
are more revealing. In 1960 per capita
real income rose only by 0.8% and in 1962
by 1.39%. Batween 1961 and 1962 there
was an actual decline by 0.29,. And over
the last three years real income per capita
grew at less than 19 per year. Thus if the

goal is the achievement of 3.1% per capita

and the achievement is less than 19 per
year all attempts at development by and

through capitalism in Ceylon have regls-
tered zero.

FOREIGN CAPITAL TO THE
RESCUE

Before and after 1956 all assurances and
guarantees were given to Foreign Capital
to come into Ceylon. In 1960 the Sirima
Bindaranaike Government reassured that
foreign capital would be allowed fields for
investment (other than those reserved :for
public sector). A categorical statement
was made by the Government that re-
patriation of dividends and eventual repatri-
ation of assets will be freely permitted. But
as recently as August 1963 the Finance
Minister (Illangaratne) complained that “‘the
response of foreign capital has been very
poor”. The real picture however is start-
ling and revealing. In the seven years
1956—62 the total. foreign capital invest-
ment in Ceylon is only Rs. 28.5 million or
Rs. 4.1 million per year. This amount of
foreign capital invested in Ceylon per year
is less than 1% of the Government’s annual
expenditure in this period. On the other
hand the outflow of capital from Ceylon in
the period 195662 was 166 million or
about 23.7 million per annum. And with
regard to grants and loans from foreign
countries, Ceylon has received Rs. 381.1
millions (Grarits) and Rs. 770.6 millions
(Loan) or on average of Rs. 54 million by
grants per year and Rs. 110 millions by
loans. Thus the resulting position is that
there is no foreign capital waiting to rescue
capitalism in Ceylon under the present or
any other capitalist set up. :

To sum up, the nature, extent and results
of Capitalist Development in the country
reveals that Capitalism is desperately fight-
ing for its survival in Ceylon. Under what-
ever form or shape further attempt to main-
tian Capitalism in Ceylon is fraught with
the perpetuation of intolerable poverty a
rapid aegravation of all human prob-
lems and in the result the intensification
of the economic, political and social crises
leading inevitably and sooner rather than
later to the maturiag of the Socialist Revo-
luticn in Ceylon.

( To be Continued )
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The Law of Value in relation to Self-manage-
ment and Investment in the Economy of
the Workers States

(Some remarks on the discussion in Cuba)

by

THE Cuban wmagazine Nuestra Industria

—Revista Economica, organ of the Min-
istry of Industry, published two polemical
articles in issue No. 3 (October, 1963)
of great interest, one written by Ernesto
Che Guevara and the otheér by Comandante
Alberto Mora, Minister of Foreign Trade.
This polemic testifies to the vitality of the
Cuban Revolution in the field of Marxist
theory, too. It deals with a number of
questions of the utmost importance in the
construction of a socialist economy: role
of the law of value in the economy during
the epoch of transition; autonomy of enter-
prises and self-management; investments
through the budget or by means of self-
investment, etc. Involved in these issues
is the problem of the ideal model for the
economy in the epoch of transition from an
underdeveloped country, a problem of ab-
sorbing interest to the Bolsheviks during the
1923-28 period and which arose again, even
if on a rather low theoretical level, in Yugo-
slavia, Poland and even in the Soviet Union
in recent years.

The Law of Value in the Economy during
the Epoch of Transition

The question of the “application” of the
theory of value in the planned and socialized
economy of the epoch of transition has been
subjected to the worst confusion, mainly
because Stalin, in his last work, posed it in
a both gross and simplistic way: “Does the
law of value exist (sic) and does it apply in
our country?....Yes, it exists there and it
applies there.”” This is an evident truism.
To the extent that exchange occurs, com-
modity production survives, and exchange is
thereby objectively governed by the law of
value. The latter cannot disappear until

ERNEST GERMAIN

commodity production withers away; that
is, with the production of an abundance of
goods and services.

But this does not answer the concrete
guestion around which turns the funda-
mental discussion begun in 1924-25 between
Preobrazhensky and Bukharin and which
has continued to develop, with ups and
downs, among Marxist economists and
theoreticians up to now: to what exact degree
and in what sphere does the law of value
apply in the economy during the epoch of
transition ?

Stalin himself, while muddling the prob-
lem, had to admit a fact which the Khrush-
chevist economists are nevertheless beginn-
ing to bring into question; namely, that in
the “socialist” economy, the law of labour-
value cannot be the regulator-of production,
that is, cannot determine investments.

In developed capitalist economy, the law
of value determines production through the
play of the rate of profit. Capital flows
toward the sectors where the rate of profit
is above the average and production increa-
ses there. Capital recedes from the sectors
where the rate of profit is below the average,
and production decreases there (at least
relatively). When the means of production
are nationalized, so that there is neither a
market for capital nor its free entry and with-
drawal, nor even the formation of an aver-
age rate of profit with which the rate of each
particular branch can be compared, clearly
there is no longer a possibility for the “law
of value” to be directly the “regulator of
production™.

If in- an underdeveloped country which
has carried out its socialist revolution the
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“law of value” were to regulate investments,
these “wouid flow preferentiatly to ward the
sectors where profitability is the highest
in relation to prices on the world market.
But it is precisely because these prices deter-
mine a concentration of investmefits in the
production of raw  materials that these
countries are underdeveloped. To escape
from underdevelopment, to industrialize the
country, means to deliberately orient invest-
ments toward the sectors that are least
“profitable” for the time-being according
to the law of value, but more profitable
according to the criterion of the long-term
economic and social development of the
country ‘as a whole. When it is said that
the monopoly of foreign trade is indis-
pensable for industrializing -the under-
developed countries this means precisely
that it cannot be accomplished until these
countries-are able to “pull the teeth’ of the
law of value. :

But . perhaps this qualification applies
only to the “law of vaiue on the world
market””? Cannot the Jaw of value at least
alter investments on the national scale,
once world prices are left aside? This is
wrong- again. The industrialization of an
uriderdeveloped- country cannot be carried
out ‘rapidly and harmoniously except by
deliberately violating the law of value. (1)

In an underdeveloped country, and pre-
cisely because of its underdevelopment,
agriculture tends from the beginning to be
more “‘profitable” than industry, handi-
crafts and: small industry more “profitable”
than - big industry, light industry more
“profitable’” than heavy industry, the private
sector more “profitable” than the nationali-
zed sector. To channel investments accord-
ing to the “law of value”, that is, according
to ‘the law of supply and- demand of com-
modities produced by different branches of
the economy, would imply developing

monoculture for the export trade by prio-

rity; it  would imply preferential con-
struction of small shops for the 1ocal market
rather than steel plants for the national
market. The construction of comfortable
lodgings for the petty-bourgeois or bureau-
cratic layers (an investment corresponding
to “effective demand”) would have priority
over the construction of low-cost homes
for-the people- which clearly must be sub-

sidized. In short all- the economic .and
social evils of underdevelopment would be
reproduced despite the victory of the re-

“ volution. '

In reality, the decisive meaning of this
victory, of the nationalization of the means
of industrial production, of credit, of the

‘transportation system and foreign trade

(together with the monopoly of the latter),

is precisely to create the conditions for a

process of industrialization that escapes from

the logic of the law of value. Economic,

social and political priorities, consciously

and democratically chosen, take the lead

over the law of value in order to lay out

the successive stages of industrialization.

Priority. is placed not on immediate maxi-

mum returns, but on the suppression of-
rural - unemployment, the reduction of

technological backwardness, the suppression -
of the foreign grip on the national economy,

the guarantee of the rapid social and cultural

rise of the masses of workers and poor

peasants, the rapid suppression of epidemics

and . endemic diseases, etc., etc.

That is why the industria’ization of the
workers states follows a different road from
that of the capitalist countries where in-
dustries are built beginning with the sectors
that will most easily satisfy ‘“‘effective de-
mand”. -

To violate the law of value is one thing;
to disregard it is- something else again.
The economy of a workers state can dis-
regard the law of value only at the price of
losses to the economy which could be avoi-

ded, of useless sacrifices imposed on the

masses, as We shall later demonstrate.

What does this mean? In the first place,
that the whole economy must be carried
on within ‘the framework of a strict calcu-
lation of the real costs of production.
These costs will not determine investments;
these will not automatically go toward “the
least costly” projects. But to know the
costs means to know the exact amount of
subsidies which the collectivity grants the
sectors which it has decided to develop by
priority. In the second place, that it is
necessary to have a stable yardstick for
these calculations; without stable money,
no rigourous planning. In the third place;
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that all sectors where economic or social
priorities do not dictate any preference are
to be actually guided by the “law of value”,
(for example, different crops aiming at the
domestic market). In the fourth place,
so long as the means of consumption remain
commodities, and aside from the commo-
dities and services deliberately subsidized
or distributed free by the state (pharmaceu-
tical products, school and training mater-
ials, books, etc.), the preferences of the
consumers will freely operate on the market
the law of supply and demand will affect
prices, and the plan will adapt its projected
investments to these oscillations (within
the limits of what is available in finances,
equipment, raw materials, etc.).

In the light of these initial remarks we
can consider the importance of the two
problems raised in the Guevara-Mora -
polemic: What is value? Are means of
production commodities in the transit-
ional epoch? Mora affirms that value is
" not essentially abstract human labour; that
it is ““a relation existing between the limited
disposable resources and the growing needs
of man.” (p. 15). Still better: he holds
that value is a ‘‘category created by man
under certain conditions and for certain(!)

ends.” (p. 15).

It is clear that we are faced here with a
subjective deformation of the Marxist con-
cept of labour-value, of which Marx speci-
fied the essence to be abstract human labour.
It is not by chance that Mora refers to the
“neo-Marxist” Soviet economists (2), who
have been attacked, in the USSR itself, and
rightly so, as wanting to introduce sur-
reptitiously the marginal theory of value.
His conception, according to which the
“law of value is the economic criterion for
regulating production” in the epoch of
transition (p. 17)—while he affirms that it
is not the only regulator—necessarily in-
volves the notion according to which “ex-
change of the means of production” occurs
even when these are completely nationali-
zed, that *“sale of commodities” occurs
even when these means of production pass
from one nationalized enterprise to another,
and that the “contradictions” between the
state enterprises justify the assertion that a
“change in ownership” occurs at the time
of these exchanges (p. 19). Al these affir-

mations are contrary to the reality and to
Marxist theory. On all these questions,
Che Guevara is entirely right against Mora.

Mora states that if in investments, one
leaves aside the law of value, one must pay
“the price”; in doing this, you automatically
limit the social resources available to satis-
fy other needs. This is true, and we, like-
wise, underline the mnecessity for strict
calculation of production costs in all ficlds.
But in limiting onesclf to this economic
truth, the social content of the epoch of
trapsition is done away with; that is, in
abstracting from the class struggle, Mora
leaves out a whole important side of the
problem.

In fact, it is impossible to operate in the
economy of the eépoch of transition—any
more than in any other economy containing
different social classes—with  aggregates
like “social revenue”, ‘‘social costs”,

. “social price of investments”, without at

the same time posing the question, ‘“Who is
to pay this price to whom?”

The society of the epoch of the transit-
ion from capitalism to socialism is not
homogeneous. In conducting an appro-
priate policy of investments, of prices,
wages, foreign trade, etc., the workers state
can act in such a way that the social bene-
fits of priority investments (numerical rein-
forcement of the working class; elevation
of its standard of living, skill, culture and

_consciousness; reinforcement of its leading

role in the state and economy; accentuation
of its participation in political life, etc., etc.)
are paid economically by other social classes:
the residue of the former owning classes;
imperialism; the small commercial entre-
preneurs and independent peasants. In an
expanding economy, this economic price,
paid particularly by the merchants, arti-
sans and independent peasants can more-
over be accompanied by a rise in their
standard of living, on condition that this
rise is less than it would have been in the
framework of the “free play of the law of
value” (thanks, for example, to a progres-
sive income tax). (3)

The Law of Value and Foreign Trade

All the preceding evidently constitutes
only a general framework for replying to the
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specific problems which the question of
economic calculation and the orientation
of investments raises in each particular
workers state. Here Mora is right when he
stresses (p. 18) that in a small country like
Cuba, which depends strictly on foreign
trade for the current functioning of its
industry (spare parts and raw materials)
and for the equipment of its new enterprises,
the necessity for rigorous economic cal-
culation is imposed with all the more reason
than in a big, largely autarchic country like
the Soviet Union.

Exports are made according to prices on
the world market. So that these will not
constitute a constant drain on the national
economy (they must be met in any case in
order to keep industry and industrialization
going through imports), it is necessary that
the production costs of exported goods
should as a whole be below the prices ob-
tained on the world market. It is necessary
to fix the objective on progressively sup-
pressing all exports at a loss, so that exports
are not only a means of supplying the
national economy but in addition an im-
portant source of accumulation, a means of
defraying part of the expense of industriali-
zation—a part of the costs of not observing
the law of value on the national market!—
from abroad. The tendency for current
prices of sugar to rise on the world market
creates, moreover, a favourable framework
for the success of such a policy. The pro-
gressive diversification of exports, to render
the Cuban economy independent of future
fluctuations of current sugar prices on the
world market, must point to the selection
of other export products where production
costs remain below the prices obtained
abroad (that is, average prices on the world
market).

But Mora mixes up the need to carry out
all these calculations in the most strict way
with the extension of the field of appli-
cation of the law of value in the Cuban
economy. The two phenomena are not
identical; they can even be directly contra-
dictory.

The law of value determines the exchange
value of commodities according to the
quantity of labour socially necessary to
produce them. The concept of “socially
necessary”’ labour is determined in turn by

the average level of the productivity of
labour in a country, and by the concept of
the effective demand of society—which
must never be confounded with human
needs or social needs from an objective
point of view. In an  underdeveloped
country like Cuba, all production of many
industrial branches can correspond to an
“effective demand”, that is, all labour in
these branches can appear as “socially
necessary”, despite a very low level of pro-
ductivity. The reference to the law of
value, far from thereby resolving the prob-
lem of rapid improvement in the productivity
of labour, of the technological transform-
ations which these industries must under-
go, can only obscure it. Because the law
of value will have a tendency to keep alive
archaic enterprises, as long as the state of
scarcity exists, from the moment there
ceases to be free movement of capital and
free imports of commodities which could
stimulate competition with these enterprises.

Far from being a field of application of
the law of value, the dependence of Cuba
on foreign trade thus implies the necessity
of economic calculation of comparative
international costs, which could provide a
choice of economic. criteria, independently
of an rigid “law”. The necessity to assure
the country’s supply of spare parts and raw
materials imposes a certain volume of ex-
ports, even if these are carried out at a loss.
The necessity to maintain and to develop
the existing level of industries dependent on
foreign supplies imposes searching, as
quickly as possible, for profitable exports
in relation to prices on the world market—
even if this means switching investments
toward branches that are already profitable
in relation to the national market (branches
that already sell their commodities at their
exchange value). The possibility of ex-
porting at a profit, of gaining supple-
mentary resources from exports, of trans-
forming trade into a constant source
of socialist accumulation, will moreover
permit just the liberation of the economy
from the tyranny of the “law of value”,
that is, will permit the development of new
industries despite the fact that their pro-
duction costs at the beginning will be higher
than the prices of imported products,
without lowering the standard of living or
the rate of accumulation in the country.
This is an aspect of the real dialectics of the
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dependence on foreign trade and the play
of the law of value that is decidedly more
complex than Comrade Mora thought !

The Law of Value and Autonomy of Decision
at the Enterprise Level

In the debate which has raged in some
of the workers states, the problem of the
area of application of the law of value is
intimately linked with the problem of auto-
nomy of decision at the enterprise level in
the field of investment. The Yugoslav
authors have even formulated with regard
to this a veritable new dogma which re-
quires critical analysis: “Without the right
of the self-management collectives to dis-

pose of a considerable part of the social

surplus product, no genuine self-manage-
ment.”” (4) This analysis must examine
the problem from two aspects: economic
efficiency (criteria for choosing one invest-
ment project rather than another),
social and -political efficiency (success in the
struggle against the bureaucracy and bureau-
cratization).

The more backward a country is, the more
conditions of almost universal scarcity rule
not only in the means of production sector
but also for much of the industrial means of
consumption (at least for the great majority
of the population), and the more detrimental
the practice of self investment is the more
detrimental is it to permit the self-management
collectives to determine for themselves the
projects for priority of productive investments.

It is evident in fact that under conditions
of almost general scarcity of industrial
commodities, al/most all the investment
projects can be economically profitable,
no matter how gross the economic errors
that are committed. Almost every pro-
fitable industrial or agricultural enterprise
(providing funds for investment) is like an
island in a sea of unsatisfied needs. The
natural tendency of self-investment is there-
fore to attend to what is most pressing, both
locally and in each sector.

In other words: if the self-management
enterprises hold large funds for self-invest-
ment, they will have a tendency to orient
their investments either toward the com-

modities which they lack the most (certain

equipment goods; raw materials; auxiliary
products; emergency sources of energy),
or toward the commodities which their
workers or the inhabitants of the area lack
the most. Thus criteria of local or sector
interest are placed above national interests,
not because the law of value is “denied”
but precisely because it is applied ! This
means, once more, to orient industriali-
zation toward the ‘“‘traditional road” which
it followed in the historic framework of
capitalism, in place of reorienting it accord-
ing to the requirements of a nationally
planned economy.

An attempt can be made to reconcile
national planning requirements and allo-
cating self-managed enterprises considerable
funds for self-investment. The means chosen
for this aim can be a levy-tax in behalf of
national development funds and equali-
zation funds for regional development.
This is evidently a step in the right direction,
but it does not at all resolve the problem.

Since an underdeveloped economy is
characterised precisely by the fact that the
enterprises of high productivity are still
the exception and not the rule, it is suffi-
cient to leave them a part of their net sur-
plus product and the inequality of deve-
lopment between the industrialized locali-
ties and the mnon-industrialized localities,
the inequality of development and of re-
venue between the archaic -enterprises which
enjoy only an average level of productivity
and the enterprises technologically “up to
date” will increase instead of diminishing.
It is necessary moreover to insist on this
fundamental idea of Marxism: any economic
freedom, any ‘“‘autonomy of decision” and
any ‘“‘spontaneity”’ increases the inequality
so long as there exist side by side strong
and feeble enterprises or individuals, rich
and poor, favoured and unfavoured from
the point of view of location, etc,. This
is the reason why, it should be noted in
passing, that according to Marx the mecha-
nism of the law of value leads to its own
negation, competition inevitably ends in
monopoly.

The economic logic of a planned economy
therefore speaks completely in favour of
productive investment by  budgetary means
at least for all the big enterprises. What
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must be left to the enterprises is an amorti-
zation fund sufficiently large to permit
madernization of equipment with each
renewal of fixed equipment (gross invest-
ment). But all net investments should
be made in accordance with the plan, in the
branches and places chosen according to
preferential criteria selected for the society
and its economy as a whole. In this respect,
too, the thesis of Comrade Guevara is
correct.

The problem has been obscured, above all
in the USSR, through associating it with the
problem of heightening the material in-
centives in enterprises. Numerous Soviet
economists have criticized the stimulants
still employed today in the economy of the
USSR to incite the enterprises (?) to carry
out the plans. This criticism is in general
pertinent. It has but to repeat what the

anti-Stalinist Marxists have said critically .

for many years. Yet it is only necessary to
examine closely the arguments of these
economists to see that what is involved in
reality is heightening material incentives for
the bureaucracy for whom the growth
of revenues must in some way be the essen-
tial stimulus for the expansion of product-
ion in the enterprises.

This is where certain partisans of self-
management, particularly in Yugoslavia,
maintain that decentralization of the decis-
ions on investment would be a powerful
guarantee against bureaucratization. This
thesis is based on a fallacy. The Yugoslavs
are right in stressing that the power of -the
bureaucracy grows in relation to its free-
dom in disposing of the social.surplus pro-
duct. But the technicians and economists
of the planning commission ‘‘dispose” of
the surplus product only in the form .of

figures on paper; the real power of disposal is

situated at the level of the enterprise. (5)
The more that means other than consump-
tion funds (distributed revenues and social
investments) are left at the free disposal of
the enterprises, the more is precisely bureau-
cratization stimulated, at least in a climate
of generalised scarcity and powverty; also
the greater the temptation becomes for
corruption, theft, abuse of confidence, false
entries—temptations that do not exist at
the level of the planning commission, if only
because of multiple checks. The concrete

experience of Yugoslav ‘‘decentralization™

‘has shown, moreover, that it is an enor-

mous source of inequality and bureaucrati-
zation at the level of the enterprises.

But doesn’t the possibility of complete
centralization of the means of investment .
at the state level create the danger of the
economic policy as a whole favouring the bur-
eaucracy, as was the case in Stalinist Russia ?
Obviously. But then the cause does not
reside in the centralization itself, it lies in the
absence of workers democracy on the nat-
ional political level. (6) This means that a
genuine guarantee against - bureaucrati-
zation depends on workers management
at the enterprise_level and workers demo-
cracy at the state level. Without this com-
bination, even the autonomy of the enter-
prises will eliminate none of the authori- -
tarian, bureaucratic and (often) erroneous -
character of economic decisions made at
the government level of the plan. With this
combination, the centralization of invest- -
ments—priorities being democratically es-
tablished, for example through a national
congress of workers councils—would not
encourage bureaucratization, but on the
contrary suppress one of its principle sour-
ces. *

The Law of Value and Self-Management

“Heightening material incentives” in the
enterprises cannot be a ‘“stimulant’ in the
question of investments. But ‘“heightening
material incentives” in the self-management
collectives can. actually Stimulate continual
growth of production and productivity -

.among the enterprises.

‘Certainly, under a regime of genuine
socialist - democracy, creative enthusiasm, -
the free development of all the capacities
of invention and organization of the pro-
letariat, constitute a powerful motor for the
growth of production. But it would be a
grave idealist and voluntarist error to sup-
pose that in a climate of poverty—inevitable
in an underdeveloped country immediately
following the victory of the socialist re-
volution—this enthusiasm could las. long .
without a sufficient material substructure.

The example of the Soviet Union, where
the proletariat gave proof of an. enthusiasm ..
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and spirit of self-sacrifice without parallel
in the first years after the October Revo-
lution, is instructive in this respect: a long
period of deprivation ended inevitably in
mounting passivity of the workers, daily
material concerns taking precedence over
attentiveness to meetings.

It is therefore imperative to link self-
management to the possibility for the
workers to immediately judge the success of
each effort at increasing production by the
elevation of their standard of living: The
simplest and most transparent technique
is that of distributing a part of the net re-
venue of the enterprise among the workers
in the form of one or more months of bonus
wages, the amount increasing or diminish-
ing automatically with the level of revenue.
The increasing collective material interest
of the workers in the management of the
enterprises moreover is superior to piece
wages, inasmuch as it does not introduce
division and conflicts in the workers col-
lectivity, inasmuch as it corresponds better
to contemporary technique, which places less
and less importance on individual output
and more and more importance on the rati-
ional organization of labour.

Self-management (and not mere workers
control) seems to be the ideal model for
organising socialist enterprises. But it by
no means hinders more or less unlimited
competition among the enterprises, which
flows from their autonomy in the domain
of prices and investments. This autonomy
cannot but reproduce a series of evils in-
herent to the capitalist regime: monopoly
positions exploited in the formation of prices
and revenues; efforts to defend these mono-
polies by “hiding” discoveries and technical
improvements; waste and duplication in the
field of investments; high cost of errors in
decision, revealed a posteriori on the market
(including the shutting down of enterprises);
reappearance of unemployment, etc., etc.
Useless and detrimental from the economic
point of view, it by no means constitutes a
sufficient guarantee against bureaucrati-
‘zation, as we have indicated above.

In this connection, the polemic of Lenin
and Trotsky againstthe thesesof the
“Workers Opposition” is still completely
valid. Marxism is not to be confused with
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the doctrine of anarcho — syndicalism
The genuine guarantee of workers power
iies on the political level; it is on the state
level that it must be established; any other
solution is utopian; that is, unworkable in
the long run and a source for the reappear-
ance of a powerful bureaucracy.

For all these reasons, self-management
does not at all imply wider recourse to the
“law. of value” in relation to centralised
planning. (7) The fundamental data of the
problem remain the same. It is necessary
to carry out strict calculations of production
costs to show in the case of each commodity
whether its production has been subsidized
or not. But nothing calls for the conclusion
that prices must be “‘determined by the law
of value”, that is, by the law ot supply and
demand. If such a conclusion still has some
meaning with regard to the means ot con-
sumption, it is senseless for the means of
production which, we repeat, are not com-
modities, at least in the great majority of
cases. And even means of production
which are still commodities—those pro-
duced by the private or co-operative sector
for delivery to the state, and which the state
furnishes to private enterprises or co-
operatives—cannot be ‘“sold at their value”
without encouraging under certain con-
ditions private primitive accumulation 2t the
expense of socialist accumulation. But, if
the means of production are not sold “at
their value”, the ‘“value” of the means of
consumption is itself profoundly modified.

Prices are, then, instruments of socialist
planning and cannot be anything else in the
epoch of the transition from capitalism to
socialism. If you say instrument of plan-
ning you likewise say instrument for defer-
mining the distribution of the national re-
venue between consumption and investment,
an instrument for determining the distri-
bution of revenues among the different classes
and layers of the nation. To leave the
determination of this distribution to the
“law of value”, is to leave it in the final
analysis to the “laws of the market”, to the
“law of supply and demand”, that is, to
economic  automatism. And economic
automatism would rapidly take us back to
an economy of the semi-colonial type.

But to say that prices cannot be defer-
mined by the law of value, does not at all



signify that they can be independent of the
Jatter. Society can never distribute more
-values that it has created without progres-
sively destroying its accumulated wealith
and impoverishing itself increasingly in the
absolute sense of the term. The total sum
of prices must therefore be equal to the total
sum of value of the commodities produced
(granting that there has been no monetary
" depreciation). The distribution of certain
products—in goods or = vouchers—below
their value (subsidies!) automatically signi-
fies .a distribution of other products above
their value. Without strict calculation of
production costs;  without book-keeping
aided by an objective criterion; without a
kind of double entry system that faithfully
registers, for each product, alongside the
price fixed by the state the real cost and the
subsidy (or the tax), there is not only no
possibility for genuine scientific planning,
there is above all no stimulus for the funda-
mental economic dynamic of the epoch of
transition—the dynamic that progressively
elevates one new branch of industry after
another to the point of rendering it “‘com-
petitive’ in relation to prices on the world

NOTES

(1) “Planned economy in the transitional period
while founded on the law of value, violates it
nevertheless at every step and establishes re-
lations among the different ‘economic branches,
and: between industry and agriculture in the

. first- place, on the basis of unequal exchange.
The state budget plays the role of a lever for
forced accumulation and planned distribution.
This role must be increased in accordance with
the latest economic progress. Credit financing
dominates relations between the coercive ac-
cumulation of the budget and the fluctuations
of the market, insofar as the latter enter m......
If the- domestic Soviet market is ‘freed’ and the
monopoly of foreign trade suppressed—ex-
change between the city and the countryside
will become much more equal, the accumu-
fation of the village (I refer to the capitalist
accumulation of the farmer, the ‘kulak’) will
follow its course, and it will soon be seen that
Marx’s formulas likewise apply to agriculture.
Once on this road, Russia would rapidly become
a colony that would serve as the base for the
industrial development of other cbuntries.”
(Leon Trotsky: “Stalin Theoretician.” Auvail-
able in French in Ecrits 1928-40, Tome I, p. 106)

(2) Among others Novochilov, Kantorovitch and
Menchinov. This question likewise underlies the
famous debate on the possible use of profit as
the sole criterion in carrying out the plan. In
reality these economists are the spokesmen of
the economic bureaucracy, who demand *in-
creased rights for the directors of enterprises—
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market, up to the time socialism announces
its next triumph “when socialist industry as
a whole operates with a productivity super-
ior to that of the most advanced capitalist
industry.

At that moment, the ‘“law of value”
could theoretically govern the dynamic of
the workers state (or more exactly: the
workers states as an international whole;
because it appears excluded that this situat-
ion could be first obtained “in a single
country”). But at the precise moment
when it is on the point of triumphing, its
reason for being disappears. The highest
level of productivity attained under capi-
talism in all its branches cannot be sur-
passed without approaching such a
level of abundance that commodity pro-
duction withers away. In the workers
state the ‘“law of value” cannot channel
investments except to the precise degree
that it withers away and to the degree that
along with it all the economic categories,
products of a relative scarcity of material
resources, likewise wither away.

December 1, 1963.

particularly the right to freely dispose of a
part of the “indivisible funds” (fixed equip-
ment).

(3) From 1924 to 1927, the Stalinist faction vio-
lently accused the Left Opposition—Pre-
obrazhensky in particular—with - wanting
“to increase the prices of industrial products™.
Preobrazhensky had simply - proposed that
industrial products could be sold “above their
value” to the village, which could have been
tied in perfectly with a progressive ‘lowering
of the sales price in view of.the rapid growth
of the productivity of labour. But when the
Stalinist faction made the turn {o accelerated

_ industrialization, it increased the prices of
industrial consumers goods-through extremely
high indirect taxes. While in 1928, the tax on
turnover was not above 17°99% of the. real
turnover of retail trade, it rose to 78.1% in
1932, and in 1936, the nominal turnover of this
trade was 107 billion rubles, of which taxes
accounted for 66 billion rubles and the real
turnover only 41 billion! (L. H. Hubbard:
Trade and Distribution in the Soviet Union). -

(4) Thus Milentiji Popovic, in an article titled
“Self-management and Planning”* “On the
other hand, in the sector of expanded social
reproduction, in perfecting the system of in-
vestment on the basis of the new relations, our
results are less conclusive, although the first
steps have been taken in this direction. The
establishment.-of non-administrative relations,
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of _economic relations, in this sphere, reverts
quite simply to the establishment of credit-
li)ntcgrest (1) relations, and to taking them as the
asis. .....

“One must first of all counteract the con-
tradiction which arises from the fact that the
resources serving social reproduction are
deducted exclusively through administrative
measures (taxes, duties, contributions) thus
leaving free the organization of labour without
the latter- on the other hand becoming the
‘proprietor’; the organization of labour evolves,
in fact, into a unique system of credit in which
these resources are at one and the same time
‘theirs’ and ‘common’ (article 11)......

It is possible to avoid, on the other hand,
having subjective and political considerations
as the only ones to be taken into consideration
at the time of the adoption of the decisions
concerning investments. It goes without say-
ing that this method cannot and must not ever
be pushed to its final conclusion. But a
system can be constructed in which the political
decisions will bear on the general orientation
of the political economy while the distribution
of the means destined for investment is carried
out in accordance with the credit mechanism,
according to financial and material (!) criteria
fixed with more or less precision. In operating
in this way the process of expanded repro-
duction is likewise depoliticalized”’. This
‘depoliticalization’ is not absolute. It is
carried out to the degree that burcaucratism
must be deprived of its base in this sphere as in
the others.”” (My emphasis)—Current Questions
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of Socialism, No. 70, July-Sept. 1963, pp. 67-8. .

This obviously does not apply to cases where
raw materials,

equipment goods and some-

6)

Q)

times even means of consumption are centrally
distributed, becoming veritable hotbeds for
germinating corrupted  buraucrats.

“Only the co-ordination of these three ele-
ments, state planning, the market and Soviet
democracy, can assure correct guidance of the
economy of the epoch of transition and assure,

-not the removal of the imbalances in a few

years (this is utopian), but their diminution and
by that the simplification of the bases of the
dictatorship of the proletariat until the time
when new victories of the revolution will widen
the arena of socialist planning and reconstruct
its system.” (Leon Trotsky: ‘The Soviet Eco-
nomy in Danger’”. Available in French in
Tome I of Ecrits 1928- 1940, p. 127).

Certain Yugoslav authors take quite correct
positions in- this respect.. See for example
Dr. Radivoj Uvalic® “While the open market
can be widely utilized, it cannot be the sole or
even the principle regulator of the soc10~
economic relations of a socialist country.”

And again: “The importance of the planned
guidance of economic development under the
conditions of socialism lies first of all in the
possibility that is offered of considering pro-
fitability from the point of view of the economy
as a whole and not from the point of view of
each particular unit of the economy......This is
the case in all branches of high concentration
of capital (7), such as the production of the
means of production and raw materials, which
could be never developed sufficiently on the
basis of the accidental play of the market,’
with the rate of profit as the sole stlmulate. ,
(In: Socialist Thought and Practice, No. -6
pp 47 and 55). :
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Ceylon’s greatest natural resource is what you can
guess—Water. Can you doubt that our Island’s
future depends so largely on its utilisation ? Rain-
fall on our plains has to be caught and stored
against dry months. The water that runs waste

from our central highlands to the sea has to be

channeled to wider areas and tapped for its
large potential of electricity. There are our towns
and emerging cities that have to be assured their
supply of treated water. Nor must we forget the
immeasurable wealth of the sea that lies still virgin
crying out insistently for fishing harbours. Tanks,
Bunds, Hydro-Electricity, Water-Filtration Plants
and Harbours demand the highest priority in
development engineering in our country.

CEYLON DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING €. LTI,

50, FOSTER LANE
COLOMBO 10.
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MARXISM IN SINHALA

By THE EDITORIAL BOARD, SURIYA BOOKS

The Editorial Board of Suriya’ Books made this Declaration on the occasion of the recent publi-
cation in Sinhala of Leon Trotsky’s Their Morals and Ours and Lenin and Trotsky’s Parliament

and Revolution.

WITH this publication we launch a new

venture—a venture which ought to
have made its appearance much earlier in
time and under different auspices—the
publication in the Sinhala language of the
classical works of Marxism-Leninism. And
regretfully we begin on a note of criticism
and self-criticism.

Although there are two parties based on
the workmg class in Ceylon and both have a
continuous existence of over two decades,
the combined output by the two organi-
sations of the classical works of Marxism
does not add to even double figures. Except
for a few publications in the early period,
during the first flush of enthusiasm, there
has been no systematic release of even the
elementary works in Sinhala. Such is the
sad state of affairs in the field of Sinhalese
political literature that the advanced mili-
tant worker, the revolutionary mtelhgentsu
in the soc'ahs’q movement, and the serious
student of Marxism literate only in the
Sinhala Janguage, are completely denied
access to the rich and rewarding arsenal of
Marxist thought. Indeed the dismal posi-
tion today appears to be analogous to that
which prevalled in classical antiquity, parti-
cularly in the Orient.

The Brahmins of ancient India did every-
thing to keep Hindu learning a close pre-
serve of theirs and looked with intense hos-
tility on all who sought to encroach on what
they considered was their exclusive domain
And not only the Brahmins of ancient
India. The Buddhist monks of Ceylon,
although not a hereditary order, too well
nigh displayed the same degree of jealousy
in keeping the texts of Buddhism in the
Pali original, and not even the passage of

The Editorial Board consists of Meryl Fernando, V. Karalasingham, Champa
Goonetilleke, W. Andradi and Upali Cooray.

over 2000 years has induced these guardians
of the scriptures to render them into the
Sinhala language. But however = repre-
hensible may be the efforts of Hindu Bra-
hmins and Buddhist monks, their attempts
to present themselves as the sole reposi-
tories of religious wisdom are quite pardonable
when compared to the reluctance of English
educated Marxists in Ceylon to make avail-
able among the Sinhalese educated the works
of Marxism, and their tendency to restrict
Marxist knowledge to an ever narrowing
circle of English educated persons. Because
of the limitation inherent in religion, the
attempts of Hindu and Buddhist ecclesias-
tics may be conveniently overlooked, how-
ever sinister have been their subjective in-
tentions. On its positive side religion is
important merely “as a form of human know-
ledge and human unity”. But as even the
most liberal and ‘“advanced” religion re-
flected ‘““man’s weakness in the face of
nature and his helplessness within society”,
it was not a matter of much concern or
consequence Wwhether these ideas perco-
lated down society in the original words of
the founders of the various faiths. But the
Brahminical attitude to the spread of
Marxist knowledge on the part of the English
educated ‘‘aristocracy” is most lamentable
since Marxism is the revolutionary ideology
of the working class, the certain guide to
mass action, the invincible method of social
and historical analysis, the very embodi-
ment of creative history.

Of course it must be said that the failure

so far to render in Sinhalese the classical

works of Marxism is not the result of a
conscious  policy of keeping important
sections of our people from the socialist
movement, or if already there, from acti-
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vely participating in the life of that move-
ment. Nothing less than the fancied in-
terest of the movement is behind the calcu-
lated indifference to make available the
writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky
and the other great Marxists. Apparently
to many English educated Marxists the very
idea of rendering the classical works of
Marxism into Sinhalese is anathema because -
the ideas of Marxism are far too advanced
for the Sinhalese educated reader. Accord-
ing to them the availability of these pristine
revolutionary and terribly  iconoclastic
writings outside a sophisticated circle is to
retard the very evolution of the Sinhalese
intelligentsia in the direction of the inter-
national socialist movement. = However,
honestly held, this view must be rejected as
thoroughly reactionary. Not only is it a
shameless libel on a whole people to suggest
that because the medium of instruction is
their mother tongue, and not English,
they are incapable of assimilating the re-
volutionary ideas of Marxism. It is also a
serious under-estimation of the tremendous
attractive power of Marxism to think that
in.the particular context of Ceylon. society
alone Marxism loses the powerful appeal
it exerts on -the intelligentsia generally.
Only men who have themselves lost faith in
the ideas of Marxism can entertain so dis-
torted a view.

What is so grotesque in the cautious ap-
proach to the Sinhalese " educated intelli-
gentsia is that there is nothing to justify the
fears of .the older generation of English
educated Marxists, unless one makes the
facile assumption that the empty drum beats
of the racialists are the highest expression
of the intellectual attainments of the Sinha-
lese intelligentsia. This assumption is
plain nonsense. No doubt a large section
of the Sinhala educated intelligentsia takes
to communal politics and looks with dis-
favour on Marxism. But this is largely the
result of the indifference and apathy al-
ready mentioned in consequence of which
no attempt has been made to draw these
elements nearer to the ideology of the work-
ing class movement. This task of draw-
ing the Sinhalese intelligentsia to revolut-
ionary Marxism cannot of course be done by
making concessions to their petty-bourgeois
thinking either by waving national flags, or
debasing Marxism to suit the requirements of

their ideological backwardness, or by simply
suppressing the original Marxist writings
from them. On the contrary only the free
dissemination of authentic Marxist litera-
ture would serve not only to clear the air
of the poisonous fumes of chauvinism and
opportunism but open the way for the
forward march of the revolutionary intelli-
gentsia.

Actually nowhere else in the capitalist
world is the task of rallying the intelli-
gentsia behind the working class easier than
in Ceylon. This may appear paradoxical
having regard to the so-called national
renaissance of the last few years.- But a
close examination of the reality as opposed
to the appearance makes this abundantly
clear. Unlike in other countries, parti-
cularly advanced European countries which
have accomplished the bourgeois democratic
revolution, the bourgeoisie -in Ceylon is
unable to offer the intelligentsia even a
modicum  of spiritwal and cultural
sustenance. ' This spiritual and  ideo-
logical poverty directly flows from the
complete economic and material insignifi-
cance of the Ceylonese -capitalist class.
Hence what passes as its ideology is. the
regular invocation of the ghosts of dynas-
ties long buried, the pursuit of the receding
shadows of a civilisation far outstripped by
the march of history and the pious incan-
tation to mystic symbols and images.
So long as the mass of the petty bourgeoisie
was_ignorant these themes provided ample
scope. .But' with the spread of popular
education in the last two decades and the
emergence throughout the country of an
intelligentsia trained, however inadequately,
to appreciate science and technology and
versed, however meagrely, in the liberal
arts, the old formulae are not even a sub-
sistence ration in the field of ideas. Thus
the great contradiction—an intelligentsia
based on thé scientific-cultural disciplines of
the 20th century but subsisting essentially
on prescientific traditions, myths and legends-
provides the working class with a unique
opportunity of projecting its sciéntific world
outlook before the new intelligentsia. "The
bold, the intellectually honest, the rebellious,
the unorthodox and the Avant- Garde
among them must inevitably break from the
stultifying influénce of a dead heritage.
When they do, it is: to “Marxism—itself a
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product of modern science—that they will
turn, provided of course, its rich original
material is at hand in the language which
the intelligentsia understands.

There can be no doubt that the revo-
lutionary elements from this intelligentsia
trained in the discipline of Marxism will
play a historic role in the working class
movement. They will carry out with a new
devotion and inflexible determination the
indispensable task earmarked for them by
Lenin himself, namely, the role of declassed
professional revolutionaries  bringing re-
volutionary socialist consciousness to the
working class. The new intelligentsia are
pre-eminently suited for this role unlike the
older generation of English educated Marx-
ists who are inhibited at every turn by close
family and social ties with the class enemy,
not to mention their own comfortable en-
sconcement  within  bourgois society.
Drawn from a social layer closer to the
workers and peasants and having no stake
in capitalist society, the new intelligentsia
will bring the same dedication to revolution
which distinguished Lenin and the Bol-
sheviks from the Social Democrats of
Western Europe.

But Marxist literature in Sinhalese is
intended not only to fulfil the needs of the
revolutionary intelligentsia, important as
this group is for the ultimate success of the
revolutionary movement. The cadres of
the working class must no less have access

" to Marxism directly and not merely through
emasculate interpretations and dubious
explanations.

Like in every other country, in Ceylon
too, the working class is the leader of the
socialist revolution. But the working class
till it establishes its dictatorship is part of
capitalist society And capitalist society
means above all, the ideological and in-
tellectual domination of the broad mass of
the workers by the capitalist class. The
dead weight of tradition and the force of
habit predispose the working class to sub-
mission and fatalism. In addition through
the press, radio, schools, universities,
temples, churches etc., it hires all manner of
men to spread its ideas among the massas
it oppresses. These ideas revolve round
such abstractions as ‘“‘democracy”, “coun-

try”, “religion”, “nation”, “language” etc.
But they have a very concrete aim: the
effacing of class consciousness among the
workers, the smothering of their independent
creative spirit, the promotion of supers-
tition and ignorance in their ranks and the
sowing of confusion and discord among
them. In a word, doing everything to pre-
vent the working class from uniting under
its class banner with a view to challenging
and overthrowing the capitalist class. And
so effective is capitalist dominatiion that in
“normal” times the broad mass of the
workers fall easy victims to all this palpable
deceit and downright falsehood of the ruling
class.

A minority. of the workers, however, rise
10 class consciousness, i.e. a realisation that
the interest of the working class is diame-
trically opposed to that of the capitalist
class, and, some among the workers who
have attained class consciousness develop
further to acquire a revolutionary socialist
consciousness, i.e. an understanding of the
need to overthrow the capitalist class and
establish the dictatorship of the proletariat.
These are the elements who constitute the
genuine leadership of the trade unions, and
the leading cadres of the working class
political parties. They are in short the
leaders of the working class.

But leadership calls for special training
and the acquisition of special skills. Have
you ever heard of an Army officered by
men ignorant of military science? Even
the most inefficient Army trains its officers
in the art of war, in the strategy and tactics
of operations, in the technique of deploy-
ing men and iesources, erc., in short, in
military science. And so too, the leaders
of the working class, the officers of the
proletarian army, must be trained in the
science of class war, of revolution, if they
are to lead successfully the battalions of the
working class against the capitalist class
and its state. And the science oi revolut-
ion is called Marxism-Leninism the mastery
of which science alone made possible the
victorious revolutions of the Soviet Union,
of China, of Cuba. The mastery of this
science is as imperative for the cadres of the
working class as the mastery of military
science is essential for the officers of the
armed forces.



Bvery science has its literature, the so-
called “books™ of theory, and theory itself
is generalised experience, the deduction of
principles and laws from observable facts
and phenomena verified in practice. Of
course capitalist agents in the ranks of the
working class sneer at theory, as though theo-
ry is divorced from practice and practice itself
can be fruitful without a scientific theory. But
no one sneers at the most painstaking study
of books in the other sciences—indeed the
very men who sneer at socialist theory adopt
an entirely different attitude when it con-
cerns the literature of the physical, biologi-
cal or medical sciences, or even of convent-
ional bourgeois learning. They sneer at
socialist literature with a purpose so that
socialist Jearning and understanding should
remain their monopoly in order the better
to betray the workers, and to keep the cadres
of the working class in ignorance. But the
study of the science of revolution is for the
working class cadres a matter of the highest
importance. To the working class the
question of revolutionary power is the
essence of the political problem as its future
is not within capitalist society but opens
only after the capitalist class is overthrown
and a new state created. The problem of
overthrowing capitalism is therefore some-
thing which is immediate and real. The
study of the science of Marxism far from
being a matter of indifference to the working
class is of the utmost urgency. And this
again presupposes the availability of the
classical works of Marxism in the Sinhala
language.

Clearly there can be no dispute even
among those on the fringe of the movement
as to the need for translating into Sinhalese
the original writings of the great Marxists.
Equally undisputed is the magnitude of the
task both on account of the richness and
volume of the original materia! as well as
the problems arising from transforming
the Sinhala language into an effective vehi-
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cle for the conveyance of the rich and pre-
cise terms, concepts, ideas and scientific
method of Marxism. Under the react-
ionary influence as much of the higher
echelons of the Buddhist theocracy as of
foreign imperialism the Sinhala language
was never, through all its varied history,
the medium for the expression of the humani-
ties and the sciences. The result is that
every translation in the initial period at any
rate becomes an  exercise of great
effort and intensity. To emphasize the
extent of the effort, it may be repeated that
what is being undertaken is not the trans-
lation of an isolated work of one or another
of the many Communist authors but the
translation of all the major writings of one
branch of science i.e. Marxism—Leninism.
In fact in no other branch of learning has a
task of this nature been undertaken. At
best what is available even in other branches
and, this too through official patronage,
are a few fext books and not the authori-
tative original writings in the various scien-
ces and humanities. Here then is some-
thing never attempted before! In the course
of our accomplishing this self imposed task
the Sinhala language itself would receive a
much needed standardisation, a tremendous
enrichment, a new vigour and an efficient
streamlining to bring it on par with the
most advanced FEuropean languages. In
fact there could be no more enduring con-
tribution to Sinhalese literature and thought
than this venture since the capitalist class
and its so-called intellectual hangers on,
the priests and professors, the political -
windbags and journalists, and the whole
tribe of national revivalists cannot contribute
onc new idea in Sinhalese. It is to this
labour of love—the translation and publi-
cation in Sinhala of the classical works of
Marxism—that we summon all who can
help either by work or material assistance.
Their reward shall be the deep satisfaction
of having rescued Marxism in Ceylon from
the paralysing embrace of the old Brahmins.
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THE COMMUNIST : ATTITUDE TO
PARLIAMENTARY REFORMISM

(Theses adopted at the 2nd Congress of the Communist
~International, 1920)

1

THE NEW EPOCH AND THE
NEW PARLIAMENTARISM

-’I‘HE attitude of the Socialist Parties to-

wards parliamentarism was originally,
at the time ofthe First International,
one of utilising bourgeois parliaments for
purposes of  agitation. Participating in
parliamentary activity was looked upon
from the point of view of developing class-
consciousness, i.e. of awakening in the pro-
letariat class hostility toward the ruling class.
Changes in this attitude were brought about
not through change of doctrine, but under
the influence of political  development.
Owing to the uninterrupted advance of the
forces of production and the widening sphere
of capitalist exploitation, capitalism, and
together with it the parliamentary state,
acquired a lasting stability.

This gave rise to the adaptability of the
parliamentary tactics of the Socialist parties
to “organic’ legislative activity in bourgeois

parliaments, and the ever-growing signi- .

ficance of the struggle for reforms within the
capitalist system, as well as the predomi-
nating influence of the so-called ‘‘imme-
diate demand’” and the conversion of the
maximum program into a figure of speech
as an altogether remote “final goal”. This
served as a basis for the development of
parliamentary careerism, corruption, and
open or hidden betrayal of the fundamental
interests of the working class.

The attitude of the THIRD INTER-

NATIONAL towards parliamentarism is
determined not by a new doctrine, but by

the changed goal of parliamentarism itself.
During the previous epoch parliament per-
formed a certain progressive function as the
weapon of developing capitalism, but under
the present conditions of unbridled imper-
ialism, parliament has become a tool of
falsehood, deceit, violence, and enervating
gossip. In face of imperialist devastation,
plunder, violation, robbery and ruin, par-
liamentary reforms, devoid of system, of
consistency and of definite plan, have lost
all practical significance for the working
masses.

Parliament, like the whole bourgeois
society, has lost its stability. The sudden
transition from the organic to the critical
epoch has laid the foundation for new
proletarian tactics in the field of parlia-
mentarism. The Russian Workers’ Party
(Bolsheviks) had already worked out the
essence of revolutionary parliamentarism
in the preceding period, owing to the fact
that Russia, after 1905, lost its political and
social equilibriim and entered upon the
period of storm and stress. -

To the extent that some Socialists with an
inclination for Communism point out that
the moment of revolution in their respective
countries has not yet arrived, and so decline
to break away from the parliamentary
opportunists, they reason in fact consciously
or unconsciously from the consideration
that the present epoch is one of relative
stability for imperialist society, and they
assume therefore that practical results may
be achieved in the struggle for reform by a
coalition with such men as Turati and
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Lonaguet. As soon as Communism takes
the field it must start out by elucidating the
present epoch (the culmination of capitalism,
imperialist self-negation and self-destruct-
ion, uninterrupted growth of civil war,
etc.). Political relationships and political
groupings may be different in different
countries, but the essence of the matter is
everywhere the same: we must start with

the direct preparation of a proletarian up

rising, politically and technically, for the
destruction of the bourgeoisic and for the
creation of the mnew proletarian state

Parliament at present can in no way serve
as the arena of astruggle for reform,
or for improving the lot of the workmg
people, as it was at certain periods of the
preceding epoch. The centre of gravity
of political life at present has been com-
pletely and finally transferred beyond the
limits of Parliament. On the other hand,
owing not only to its relationship to the
working masses, but also to the compli-
cated mutual relations within the various
groups of the bourgeoisie itseif, the bourgeo-
isie is forced to have some of its policies in
one way or another passed through parlia-
ment, where the various cliques haggle for
power, exhibit their strong sides and betray
their weak ones, get themselves unmasked,
etc., etc. Therefore, it is the unmedlate
historical task of the working class to wrest
this apparatus out of the hands of the ruling
class, to break and destroy it, and to create
in its place a new proletarian apparatus.
At the same time, however, the revolut-
ionary general staff of the working class is
vitally concerned in having its scouting
parties in the parliamentary institutions of
the bourgeoisie, in order to facilitate this
task of destruction.

Thus the fundamental difference between
the tactics of Communists entering parlia-
ment with revolutionary aims in view, and
the tactics of the Socialist parhamentarlans
becomes perfectly clear. The latter act on
the assumption of the relative stability and

the indefinite durability of the existing order;
they consider it their task to achieve reforms
by all means, and are concerned to make the
masses appreciate every such accomplish-
ment as the merit of the Social-Democratic
parliamentarian (Turati, Longuet and Co.).

Instead of the old compromising parlia-
mentarism, a new parliamentarism has
come to life, as a weapon for the destruct-
ion of parliamentarism as a whole. But
the aversion towards the traditional prac-
tices of the old parliamentarism drives some
revolutionary elements into the camp of the
opponents of parliamentarism on principle
(I.W.W., the revolutionary Syndicalists,
German Communist Labour Party).

Taking all this into consideration the
Second Congress adopts the following
theses :

II

COMMUNISM, THE STRUGGLE FOR
THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE
PROLETARIAT, AND THE
UTILISATION OF THE
BOURGEOIS PARLIAMENT

1. Parliamentarism as a State system, has
become a democratic form of the rule of
the bourgeoisie, which at a certain stage
of its development needs the fiction of
national representation, that outwardly
appears as an organisation of the “national
will”” standing outside of classes, but in
reality is an instrument of oppression and
suppression in the hands of the ruling capi-
talists.

2. Parliamentarism is a definite form of
State order. Therefore, it can in no way
be a form of Communist society, which
recognises neither classes, nor class struggle,
nor any form of State authority.

3. Parliamentarism cannot be a form of
proletarian government during the transition
period between the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie and that of the proletariat.
At the moment when the accentuated class
struggle turns into civil war the proletariat
must inevitably form its State organisation
as a fighting organisation, which cannot
contain any representatives of the former
ruling classes. All fictions of the ‘“‘national
will”” are harmful to the proletariat at that
time, and the parliamentary division of
authority is needless and injurious to it.
The only form of proletarian dictatorship is
a Republic of Soviets.



. 4. The bourgeois parliaments, which
consitute one of the most important parts of
the State machinery, cannot be won over
by the proletariat any more than can the
bourgeois order in general. The task of the
proletariat consists in . overthrowing the
whole machinery of the bourgeoisie, in
destroying it, and with it all the parlia-
mentary institutions, whether they be re-
publican or constitutional-monarchical.

5. The same applies to the local govern-
ment institutions of the bourgeoisie, which
theoretically, cannot be differentiated from
the. State organisations. In reality they
are part of the same bourgeois state mach-
inery, which must be destroyed by the re-
volutionary proletariat and replaced by
local - Soviets of Workers’ Deputies.

6. Consequently, Communism repu-
diates parliamentarism as the form of the
future; it renounces it as a form of the class
dictatorship of the proletariat; it repudiates
the possibility of winning over parliament;
its aim -isto destroy parliamentarism.
Therefore, it is only possible to speak of
utilising the bourgeois State organisations
with the object of destroying them. The
question can only and exclusively be dis-
cussed on this plane.

7. Every class struggle is a political
struggle, because it is finally a struggle for
power. Any strike, when it spreads through-
out the whole country, is a menace to the
bourgeois State, and thus acquires a poli-
tical character. To strive to overthrow the
bourgeoisie, and to destroy its State, signi-
fies to carry on political warfare. To create
a class apparatus—for the bridling and
suppression of the resisting bourgeoisie—
whatever such an apparatus may be—
means the conquest of political power.

8. Consequently the question of poli-
tical struggle does not end .in the question
of one’s attitude towards the parliamentary
system. It is a general condition of the
class struggle of the proletariat, in so far
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as the struggle grows from a small and

sectional one to a -general struggle for the
overthrow of the capitalist order as a whole.

9. The fundamental method of the
struggle of the proletariat against the rule of

the bourgeoisie, is first of all, the method of
mass action. Such mass action is prepared
and carried out by the organised masses of
the proletariat, under the direction of a
united, disciplined, centralised Communist
Party. Civil war is war. In this war the
proletariat must have its efficient political
officers, its good political general staff, to
conduct operations during all the stages of
the fight.

10. The mass struggle means a whole
system of developing demonstrations, grow-
ing ever more acute in form, and logically
leading to an uprising against the capitalist
order of government. In this warfare of
the masses developing into a civil war the
guiding party of the proletariat must, as a
general rule, secure any and every legal
position making them its auxiliaries in the
revolutionary work, and subordinating
such positions to the plans of the general
campaign, that of the mass struggle.

11. One of such auxiliary supports is
the floor of the bourgeois parliament. The
argument that parliament is a bourgeois
government institution cannot be used
against participation in a political campaign.
The Communist Party enters such institut-
ions not for the purpose of organic work,
but in order to destroy the whole bourgeois
government machinery and parliament
itself from within (for instance, the work
of Liebnecht in Germany, of the Bolshe-
viks in the imperial Duma, in the “Demo-
cratic Conference”, in the “Preparliament”
of Kerensky, and lastly, in the “Constitu-
ent Assembly”, and also in the “Municipal
Dumas”, and the activities of the Bul-
garian Communists).

12. This work within parliament—
which consists chiefly in making revolut-
ionary propaganda from the parliamentary
platform, denouncing enemies, the ideolo-
gical unification of the masses, who still
look up to the parliamentary platform cap-
tivated by democratic illusions, especially
in backward countries, etc.—must be fully
subordinated to the objects and tasks of the
mass struggle outside parliament.

Participation in-the electoral campaign
and the revolutionary propaganda from
the parliamentary tribune has a special
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importance for winning over those elements
of the workers who, such as, perhaps, the
agricultural workers, have stood far away
frem the revolutionary movement and
political life.

13. If the Communists have a majo-
rity in local government institutions, they
must: (a) carry on a revolutionary oppo-
sition against the bourgeois central autho-
rity; (b) do all for the aid of the poor popu-
lation (economical measures, establish or
attempt to establish an armed workers’
militia); (¢) point out on every occasion the
barriers which the bourgeois State power
erects against really vital changes; (d) deve-
lop on this basis the most active revolution-
ary propaganda without fearing a conflict
with the State authorities; (¢) under certain
conditions substitute local workers, councils
for the existing municipal administration.
The whole activity of the Communists in the
municipal administration must therefore
be part of the general work of destroying
the capitalist system.

14. The electoral campaigns must be
carried on not in the sense of obtaining a
maximum of votes, but in that of a re-
volutionary mobilisation of the masses
around the watchwords of the Proletarian
Revolution. It must be conducted by the
whole party membership, not by the leaders
alone. . It is necessary to make use of and
be in complete touch with all manifestations
of the masses (strikes, demonstrations,
movements among the soldiers and sailors
etc.) going on at the moment. It is neces-
sary to summon all the mass organisations
of the proletariat to active work.

15. In complying with all these condit-
ions, as well as with those indicated in a
special instruction, parliamentary work
must present a direct contrast to the dirty
“politics” practised by the Social-Demo-
cratic parties of all countries, who enter
parliament to support that ‘“‘democratic”
institution or, at least, to ““win it over’.
The Communist Party can only recommend
the revolutionary use of the parliament as
exemplified by XKarl Liebnecht, Hoglund
and the Bolsheviks.

16. “Anti-parliamentarism’, on prin-
ciple, in the sense of an absolute and cate-

gorical repudiation of participation in the
elections and revolutionary parliamentary
work, cannot therefore bear criticism and
is a naive childish doctrine, which is founded
sometimes on a healthy disgust at politicians,
but doss not understand the possibilities
of revolutionary parliamentarism. In ad-
dition, this doctrine is frequently con-
nected with a quite erroncous representation
of the role of the party, which in this case
is considered not as a fighting, centralised
but as a decentralised system of feebly
connected revolutionary groups.

17. On the other hand, an acknowledge-
ment of the value of parliamentary work in
no wise leads to an absolute acknowledge-
ment in all and any circumstances of the
necessity of actual elections and actual
participation in parliamentary sessions.
This question depends upon a series of
specific ~ conditions. Under certain cir-
cumstances it may become necessary to
leave parliament. The Bolsheviks did so
when they left the pre-parliament in order
to break it up, to weaken it, and to set up
against it the Petrograd Soviet, which was
then prepared to head the uprising. They
acted similarly in the Constituent Assembly
in the day of its dissolution, converting
the Third Congress of Soviets into the centre
of political activity. In other circumstances
a boycott of the elections may be necessary,
and a direct violent storming of both the
great bourgeois State machine and the
parliamentary bourgeois clique: or a parti-
cipation in the elections with a boycott of
parliament itself, etc.

18. 1In this way, while recognising as a
general rule the necessity of participating
in elections to that central parliament, and
to the institutions of local self government,
as well as in the work of such institutions,
the Communist Party must decide the
question” concretely, according to the
specific conditions of the given moment.
Boycotting the elections or parliament, or
leaving parliament is permissible, chiefly
when there is a possibility for an immediate
transition to an armed fight for power.

19. At the same time the relative un-
importance of this question must be con-
stantly borne in mind. If the centre of
gravity lies in a struggle for power outside
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parliament, then naturally the question of
proletarian dictatorship and a mass fight
for it is immeasurably greater than the
secondary one of using parliament.

20. Therefore the Communist Inter-
national declares categorically that it con-
siders any division or attempt at a division
within the Communist Party united on this
aim as a crime against the Labour Move-

ment. The Congress calls upon all ele-
ments that are in favour of the mass struggle
for the proletarian dictatorship, under the
direction of a centralised party of the re-
volutionary proletariat  gaining influence
over all the mass organisations of the work-
ing class, to strive for the complete unity
of all Communist elements, notwithstanding
any possible disagreement on the question
of utilising bourgeois parliaments.

ON THE UNITED FRONT

The following Theses on the United Front, unquestionably one of the most important programmatic
documents of revolutionary Marxism, were drafted by Leon Trotsky for the enlarged Plenum of the Exe-
cutive Committee of the Communist International which convened toward the end of February 1922,

1. The task of the Communist Party is
to lead the proletarian revolution. In order
to summon the proletariat for the direct
conquest of power and to achieve it the
Communist Party must base itself on the
overwhelming majority of the working class.

So long as it does not hold this majority,
the party must fight to win it.

The party can achieve this only by re-
maining an absolutely independent organ-
isation with a clear program and strict
internal discipline. That is the reason why
. the party was bound to break ideologically
with the reformists and the centrists who
do not strive for the proletarian revolution,
who possess neither the capacity nor the
desire to prepare the masses for revolution,
and who by their entire conduct thwart this
work. '

Any members of the Communist Party
who bemoan the split with the centrists in
the name of ““unity of forces” or “unity of
front”” thereby demonstrate that they do
not understand the ABC of Communism
and that they themselves happen to be in the
Communist Party only by accident.

2. After assuring itself of the complete
independence and ideological homogeneity
of its ranks, the Communist Party fights
for influence over the majority of the working
class. This struggle can be accelerated or
retarded depending upon objective cir-

cumstances and the expediency of the
tactics employed.

But it is perfectly self-evident that the
class life of the proletariat is not suspended
during this period preparatory to the re-
volution. Clashes with industrialists, with
the bourgeoisie, with the state power, on the
initiative of one side or the other, run their
due course.

In thesé clashes—insofar as they involve the
vital interests of the entire working class, or
its majority, or this or that section—the
working masses sense the need of unity in
action, of unity in resisting the onslaught of .
capitalism or unity in taking the offensivé
against it. Any party which mechanically
counterposes itself to this need of the working
class for unity in action will unfailingly be
condemned in the minds of the workers.

Consequently the question of the united
front is not at all, either in point of origin or
substance, a question of the reciprocal re-
lations between the Communist parliamentary
fraction and that of the Socialists, or bet-
ween the Central Committees of the two -
parties. The problem of the united front—
despite the fact that a split is inevitable in
this epoch between the various political
organisations basing themselves on the work-
ing class—grows out of the urgent need to-
secure for the working class the possibility
of a united front in the struggle against
capitalism. :
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- rFor“ those who do not understand this task
the party is only a propaganda society and
not an organisation for mass action.

" 3, In cases where the Communist Party
still remains an organisation of a numeri-
cally insignificant minority, the question of
its conduct on the mass-struggle front does
not assume a decisive practical and organi-
sational significance. In such conditions,
mass actions remain under the leadership
of the old organisations which by reason of
their still powerful traditions continue to
play the decisive role.

_ Similarly the problem of the united front

does not arise in countries where-as in Bul-
garia for example—the Communist Party
is the sole leading organisation of the toiling
masses.

But wherever the Communist Party al-
ready constitutes a big, organised, political
force, but not the decisive magnitude;
wherever the party embraces organisationally,
let us say, one-fourth, one-third, or even a
larger proportion of the organised prole-
tarian vanguard, it is confronted with the
question of the United front in all its acute-
ness.

If the party embraces one-third or one-
half of the proletarian vanguard, then the
remaining half or two-thirds are organised
by the reformists or centrists. It is per-
fectly obvious, however, that even those
workers who still support the reformists and
the centrists are vitally interested in main-
taining the highest material standards of
living and the greatest possible freedom for
struggle. We must consequently so devise
our tactics as to prevent the Communist
Party, which will on the morrow embrace
the entire three-thirds of the working class,
from turning into—and all the more so,
from actually being—an  organisational
obstacle in the way of the current struggle of
the proletariat.

Still more, the party must assume the
initiative in securing unity in these current
struggles. Onmly in this way will the party
draw closer to those two-thirds who do not as
yet follow its leadership, who do not as yet
trust the party because they do not under-
stand it. Only in this way can the party win
them over.

4. If the Communist Party had not bro-
ken drastically and irrevocably with the
Social Democrats, it would not have become
the party of the proletarian revolution. It
could not have taken the first serious steps
on the road to revolution. It would for
ever have remained a parliamentary safety-
valve attached to the bourgeois state. '

Whoever does not understand this, does
not know the first letter of the ABC of
Communism.

If the Communist Party did not seek for
organisational avenues to the end that at
every given moment joint, coordinated
action between the Communist and the
non-Communist (including the Social De-
mocratic) working masses were made possible
it would have thereby laid bare its own
incapacity to win over—on the basis of mass
action—the majority of the working class.
It would degenerate into a Communist
propaganda society but never develop into a
party for the conquest of power. ‘

It is not enough to possess the sword, one
must give it an edge; it is not enough to
give the sword an edge, one must know how
to wield it.

After separating the Communists from
the reformists it is not enough to fuse the
Communists together by means of organi-
sational discipline; it is necessary that this
organisation should learn how to guide all
the collective activities of the proletariat
in all spheres of its living struggle.

This is the second letter of the alphabétv
of Communism.

5. Does the united front extend only to
the working masses or does it also include
the opportunist leaders?

The very posing -of this - question is
product - of misunderstanding. -

If we were able simply to unite the work-
ing masses around our own banner or around
our practical immediate slogans, and skip
over reformist organisations, whether party
or trade union, that would be the best thing
in the world. Bat then the very question
of the united front would not exist in its
present form. ' o
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The question arises from this, that certain
very important sections of the working class
belong to reformist organisations or support
them. Their present experience is still
insufficient to enable them to break with the
reformist organisations and join us. It may
be precisely after engaging in these mass
activities, which are on the order of the day,
that a major change will take place in this
connection. That is just what we are striving
for. But that is not how matters stand at
present. Today the organised portion of the
working class is broken up into three format-
ions.

One of them, the Communist, strives
toward the social revolution and precisely
"because of this supports concurrently every
movement, however partial, of the toilers
against the exploiters and against the bour-
geois state.

Another grouping, the reformist, strives
toward conciliation with the bourgeoisie.
But in order not to lose their influence over
the workers reformists are compelled,
against the innermost desires of their own
leaders, to support the partial movements
of the exploiled against the exploiters.

‘Finally there is a third grouping, the
centrist, which constantly vacillates bet-
ween the other two, and which has no inde-
pendent significance.

The circumstances thus make wholly
possible joint action on a whole number of
vital issues between the workers united in
these three respective organisations and the
unorganised masses adhering to them.

The Communists, as has been said, must
not oppose such actions but on the contrary
must also assume the initiative for them,
precisely for the reason that the greater is
the mass drawn into the movement, the
higher its self-confidence rises, all the more
self-confident will that mass movement be
and all the more resolutely will it be capable
of marching forward, however modest may
be the initial slogans of struggle. And this
means that the growth of the mass aspects
of the movement tends to radjcalise it, and
creates much more favourable conditions
for the slogans, methods of struggle, and,
in general, the leading role of the Com-
munist Party.

The reformists dread the revolutionary
potential of the mass movement; their
beloved arena is the parliamentary tribune,
the trade union bureaus, the arbitration
boards, the ministerial ante-chambers.

On the contrary, we are, apart from all
other considerations, interested in dragging
the reformists from their asylums and placing
them alongside ourselves before the eyes of
the struggling masses. With a correct tactic
we stand only to gain from this. A Com-
munist who doubts or fears this resembles
a swimmer who has approved the theses
on the best method of swimming but dares
not plunge into the water.

6. Unity of front consequently pre-
supposes our readiness, within certain limits
and on specfiic issues, 1o correlate in practlce
our actions with those of reformist organi-
sessions, to the extent to which the latter still
express today the will of important sectlons
of the embattled proletariat.

But after all didn’t we split with them ?
Yes, because we disagree with them on
fundamental questions of the working-
class movement. -

And yet we seek agreement with them?
Yes, in all those cases where the masses
that follow them are ready to engage in
joint struggle together with the masses that
follow us and when they, the reformists,
are to a lesser or greater degree compelled
to become an instrument of this struggle.

But won’t they say that after splitting
with them we still need them? Yes, their
blabbermouths may say this. Here and
there somebody in our own ranks may take
fright at it. But as regards the broad work-
ing masses—even those who do not follow
us and who do not as yet understand our
goals but who do see two or three labour
organisations leading a parallel existence—
these masses will draw from our conduct
this conclusion, that despite the split we are
doing everything in our power to facilitate
unity in action for the masses.

7. A policy aimed to secure the united
front does not of course contain automatic
guarantees that unity in action will actually
be attained in all instances. On the con-
trary, in many cases and perhaps even the
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majority of cases, organisational agree-
ments will be only half-attained or perhaps
not at all. But it is necessary that the
struggling masses should always be given the
opportunity of convincing themselves that the
non-achievement of unity in action was not
due to our formalistic irreconcilability but
to the lack of real will to struggle on the part
of the reformists.

In entering into agreements with other
organisations, we naturally obligate our-
selves to a certain discipline in action. But
this discipline cannot be absolute in char-
acter. In the event that the reformists begin
putting brakes on the struggle to the obvious
detriment of the movement and act counter to
the situation and the moods of the masses,
we as an independent organisation always
reserve the right to lead the struggle to the
end, and this without our temporary semi-
allies.

This may give rise to a new sharpening
of the struggle between us and the re-
formists. But it will no longer involve a
simple repetition of one and the same set of
ideas within a shut-in circle but will signify
—provided our tactic is correct—the ex-
tension of our influence over new, fresh
groups of the proletariat.

8. It is possible to see in this policy a
rapproachement with the reformists only
from the standpoint of a journalist who
believes that he rids himself of reformism

by ritualistically “criticizing it without ever
leaving his editorial office but who is fearful
of clashing with the reformists before the
eyes of the working masses and giving the
latter an opportunity to appraise the Com-
munist and the reformist on the equal plane
of the mass struggle. Behind this seeming
revolutionary fear of ‘rapproachement”
there really lurks a political passivity which
seeks to perpetuate an order of things
wherein the Communists and the reformists
each retain their own rigidly demarcated
spheres of influence, their audiences at
meetings, their own press, and all this
together creates an illusion of serious poli-
tical struggle.

9. We broke with the reformists and
centrists in order to obtain complete free-
dom in criticizing perfidy, betrayal, inde-
cision and the half-way spirit in the labour
movement. For this reason any sort of
organisational agreement which restricts our
freedom of criticism and agitation is unac-
ceptable to us. We participate in a united
front but do not for a single moment become
dissolved in it. We function in the United
front as an indefendent detachment. It is
precisely in the course of the struggle that
broad masses must learn from experience
that we fight better than the others, that
we see more clearly than the others, that
we are more audacious and resolute. In
this way, we shall bring closer the hour of
the united revolutionary front under the
undisputed Communist leadership.



Book Review

The Other American by Michel Harrington
(Penguin Special—Rs. 2-35.)

* This book is an up-to-date survey of
poverty in the United States. The Author,
who is a social worker and not a Marxist,
looks unflinchingly behind the facade of the
Affluent Society and exposes its hollow
pretensions. The price of America’s great
wealth is the poverty of almost one third
of its population, some 40 to 50 million
people who live below the level of human
dignity and decency. This “Other America”
which never finds its voice in the Time
Magazine consists of the coloured poor-
Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Mexican Americans
and the poor White—immigrant Italians,
Poles, Irish and the poor farmers either
displaced or struggling for a meagre existence
in the depressed agricultural areas. Although
the poverty of each of these racial groups is
not quite the same there is one thing in
common—their “culture” is the culture of
poverty. -
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The author rightly deals with the poverty
of the Negro as something quite distinctivce
in the life of America. The Negro is poor
because he is black. It is also true that he is
black because he is poor, says Mr. Harring-
ton. A century of vicious racial discrimina-
tion has created conditions from which the
individual Negro cannot lift himself. It is
the white society which keeps the Negro in
poverty and degradation and it is this very
degradation which is used as proof that the
Negro is naturally degraded and cannot be
assisted to improve himself.

Mr. Harrington is a liberal White Ameri-
can who believes that a Roosevelt type of
New Deal is the practical way of helping
the Negro as well as the other poor. We
know that this is wishful thinking. Poverty
is a product of American Capitalism and
this poverty as well as racial discrimination
can be removed only by a decision of the
American Working class and-farmers to take
power and establish a Socialist Society.
This is the only road to a common sharing
of the wealth of America for the benefit of
mankind. But Harrington’s book is,
nevertheless, a terrific exposure of “the
American way of Life” and the hypocrisy
in which the apologists are steeped.
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MANILLA, SINGAPORE, AND THE MALABAR
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IN COLOUR
Guest Stars

CLAUDE DAUPHIN * HERBERT LOM
wiesecrs, ROSENDA ONTEROS

eretnpley by Georey Cotterdl and lvas Fovil]

&
k Directed by Witian T, Notchel
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TIARA TAHITI

Tiara Tahiti features the sensual, fiery
tempestuous and beautiful Rosenda Mon-
teros ds the promiscuous Chinese Tahitian
in this new Rank production co-staring
James Mason and John Mills. Claude
Dauphin and Herbert Long are also guest
stars. As the title suggests the action takes
place in Tahiti, and the part Spanish part
Mexican Miss Monteros plays Belle Annie
the Tahitian girl with whom James Mason
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gets entangled. The film is in colour
and will no doubt be another addition to the
ever popular South Sea Island Film lore.
Tiara Tahiti is being screened at the Regal
Theatre.

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Summer Holiday now being screened
at the Liberty Theatre is a delightful British
film of an experiment, involving London
Transport, to organise mobile homes for
travelling across Europe. The journey in-
volves a passage through Paris and the
length of France, through Eastern Europe
to Athens. The audience is therefore
treated to a cross section of Europz’s varied
and beautiful scenery. The characters are
mostly young people and their carefree
adventures and romance provide the kind
of entertainment that is sure to be popular.

The story in short is about four young
mechanics who persuade London Trans-
port to lend them an old bus for their ex-
periment. As a result of an accident in
Paris they are joined by three attractive
female singers who have a singing engage-
ment in Athens. They are also joined by an
internationally famous singing star who is
running away from her mother and her too
strenuous career. The young mechanics
realise that the singing star’s disappearance
can be put to immense publicity advantage.
Accordingly they plan to hamper the

journey of the bus while at the same time
extracting maximum coverage for the story.

They have several brushes with the police
of different countries, and eventually have to
deal with the singing star’s irate mother.
All these adventures are hilariously told
and needless to say the adventure ends
happily for everyone. The filmis in cinema-
scope and technicolour.
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HELP NATIONAL INDUSTRY ...
BUY LOCALLY
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ENERGY

CHILDREN DON'T WALK THEY RUN.

WHATEVER THEY DO—CLIMBING TREES,

PLAYING HOP-SCOTCH, WORKING AT SCHOOL

OR PLAYING AT HOME—-THEY SQUANDER

THEIR ENERGY WITHOUT A CARE. IT FOLLOWS
THAT A CHILD’S DIET MUST BE FOUNDED ON MILK
WHICH IS THE SOURCE AND SUBSTANCE OF ALL
ENERGY. MILK IS GOOD, SOLID NOURISHMENT—
THAT IS WHY IT IS KNOWN AS NATURE’S FINEST FOOD.

Give your CHILDREN
MILK BOARD MILK
EVERY DAY —&

DON'T SETTLE FOR A SUBSTITUTE B min

Drink MILK BOARDE Ml L K -

NATIONAIL MILK BOARD
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