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Adopting such a position , the International of The Third International does not want -as
Youth is able to exercise it

s

own political influ- the old International did- any adherence to its

ence in a much more active way than if it programme in words alone , without a participa
stood outside o

f

the Third International as a tion in deeds . It demands in consequence

" fraternal organisation “ . And this also spares a
n adherence not only to it
s principles , but to

the useless waste o
f technical and organising it
s

tactics a
s

well , a
s

fa
r

a
s this is possible ,

forces needed for double apparatus . in a
ll

countries , considering the difference o
f

2
. The Youth shares the programme o
f

the the conditions and the faster or slower pace o
f

local Party o
r Section affiliated to the Third development .

International If there are two Communist par- Therefore if both parties in any country

ties in any country , this is due either to an stand alike o
n

the platform o
f

the Third Inter
actually deep , fundamental divergency between national , it follows -- this is due to the charac
them , o

r

to a temporary process o
f

class con- ter o
f

this International-that both parties are
sciousness in formation , reflecting only a tran- alike in substance , and the organised Youth
sitory state o

f thought . In the first case the need not enter into a conflict with them . But
affiliation o

f

both Communist Parties to the if the parties d
o not both adhere to the Third

International is impossible - to say nothing o
f International , the abyss that separates them

the influence such a deep divergency would is so deep that the Youth could not b
e
a war

have o
n

the local organisations o
f

the Youth companion o
f

both , and must side with one o
r

and the International of Youth . the other .

T
o

the Communist International o
f

Youth .

T
o young proletarians o
f a
ll

countries .

It is with the greatest joy that the Executive Committee

o
f

the Communist International has learned o
f

the formation ,

a
t

the Berlin Congress , o
f

a Communist International o
f

Youth . This fact is o
f

immense importance in the history o
f

the Communist revolution . It crowns the long period o
f

the

heroic struggle conducted b
y

the revolutionary organisations

o
f

a
ll

countries against war and social patriotism for the pro

letarian dictatorship and Communism ; a struggle which shone

for : h like a bright ray o
f light in the dark years o
f

the worlu war .

The Berlin Congress opens a new page in the history o
f

the

international movement o
f

the young people - a page of united
struggle o

f

the organisations o
f

the Youth o
f

a
ll

countries ,

under the battle cry o
f

the Berlin programme o
f

the International

o
f

Youth . We know what a vast part this organisation is

destined to play in the world revolution , on barricades and in

illegal work o
f

a
ll kinds , in the Red Army and in the Soviet

state . Yours is the great honour and o
n you lies the heavy duty

o
f completing the labour , b
y

u
s begun , o
f constructing Commun

is
t

society .

Among various shameful deeds perpetrated b
y

the Inter

national since treason grew ripe in it
s

ranks , one o
f

the basest

and most treasonable was it
s opposition to the young people's

movement , to it
s independence and it
s participation in the active
struggle for Socialism . The social -patriots and the men o
f

the

centre dreaded and still dread the revolutionary spirit o
f

the young
people and their International . The Third International , which
spang u

p

partly owing to the Unions o
f

Youth o
f

a
ll

countries ,

is thoroughly aware o
f

the importance o
f your work and strug

gles . Lovingly and with comradely interest it will support you

in your activities .

A new force o
f

fresh young fighters is flowing into our
ranks . The Communist International has included in its rolls
the Communist International o

f

Youth . This gives u
s

the assu

rance o
f victory for our cause . Forward , young friends ! Go

o
n uniting , organising into Communist Unions , form into the

battle organisations o
f

the Communist International o
f

Youth ,

and storm the fortresses o
f Capital , conquer freedom and pros

perity for mankind !

The Executive Committee o
f

the Communist International .

Letter from the Executive Committee o
f

the Communist International o
f

Youth to the First Congress of Communist Students .

Comrades ! Students of both sexes , who boldly speak out
The International proletarian Youth , who in favour o

f

a
n

International o
f

the Working
believe in the class struggle and have lately Class and o

f world revolution .

united into " Communist International o
f

As Executive Committee o
f

a body which
Youth “ , hail with much joy the meeting o

f

has already perfected it
s organisation , the

the International Congress o
f

Communist “ International o
f Youth “ , we have sent

«a

our
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delegates to your Congress ; but besides that of its political and economic power . Before this
w
e

now address you b
y

means o
f

this letter , demand al
l

others are thrust to the background
in order to acquaint you with the position we to emerge once more after the proletarian rule

assume o
n principle with regard to the work has been securely established .

which stands on our order of the day . Starting from this conviction , the last congress
As we see from the invitation to your o

f proletarian organisations o
f Youth adopted

congress , you have n
o doubt concerning the fact the following decision , a
s enunciated in it
s

that nothing but a revolutionary conflict and political programme and in the Constitution of the
the victory o

f

the proletariat can save the “ Communist International of Youth “ .

world from complete ruin . 12. “ The Communist International of Youth "

We are convinced that you will decline a
ll considers the existence o
f separate Socialist

attempts to organise a Student International o
n organisations o
f intellectuals a
s superfluous .

any basis o
f social patriotism , and that you Sincere revolutionists among the intellectual

will repudiate a
ll

elements containing any such youth must become members of the proletarian
tendencies . Also we believe that n

o intelligent organisations of Youth , as equals among equals ,

young people , with their clear thinking , can a
s comrades among comrades . The creation

build their union o
n

the misty ideology of the o
f groups of intellectual Youth within common

Socialist " centre “ . This , however , is not organisations o
f Youth must b
e regulated in

sufficient to help solve the question a
s

to the accordance with the conditions of each separate
forms which the students -- fortunate possessors country “ .-

o
f spiritual treasure — are toto give to their Thus the question concerning the form o
f

the
participation in the struggle of the proletariat fo

r

Socialist students ' participation in the revolu
the social revolution . To find that solution is tionary conflict appears to u

s

to b
e

settled .

the primary object o
f your congress .. In accor- And this decision we offer to your consider

dance with the decision you arrive at your united ation . It demands o
f you the same step which

organisation will either stand o
r

fall . has already been taken b
y

the organisations
The experience of the Russian and Hungarian o

f youthful workers when they placed in the

revolutions has shown u
s

the immense impor- background a
ll
the special demands and aims

tance o
f the fact that the forces o
f

the " intel- o
f

the young people , for the sake o
f forming a

lectuals and the learned specialists have to solid front , and thus won the right of asserting
the widest extent helped in the conquest , defence that they took u

p

a position a
t

the head o
f

the

and strengthening of the proletarian state . From entire proletarian revolutionary conflict .

this point of view we can only joyfully welcome Just as we went united into the political battle ,

the collaboration in the work o
f liberation o
f

not taking our stand alongside the Third Inter

the proletariat , spontaneously offered u
s b
y

the national , but becoming merged in it , so w
e

" intellectuals “ , themselves carried away b
y

the request you , as a youthful revolutionary organi
revolutionary spirit . Still , however , the same sation , to enter into our International o

f Youth .

experience also shows that this collaboration Just as we , within the limits of this common
can b

e

o
f

real enduring value only if wholly corporation , took into account the conditions o
f

subordinated to the external and internal laws independent youthful organisations in their union

o
f

the proletariat's political and economic with the International central organ , so w
e

point

struggle . Such subordination is absolutely out to you the possibility o
f intellectual work

necessary even in the spiritual domain , since within the Party and the organisations o
f Youth ,

the intellectual revolutionist must become the creation o
f
a central bureau of international

steeped in the proletarian psychology , a
s only information whose activity will correspond to the

b
y complete adherence the proletarian special conditions o
f intellectual work .

spirit o
f collectivism the dangers o
f We hope that because o
f

the fact , which you

the " intellectuals “ individualistic psychology express so well , that society is entering a period

b
e avoided . And lastly the experience o
f o
f decisive and final conflict , and that the

the Russian revolution has confirmed the greatest possible union o
f forces is absolutely

fact that the nearer the working class , in it
s necessary hope , we have said ,

struggle , approaches the stage o
f open revolu- that from this fact you will draw a
ll practical

tionary action , the more rapidly approaches the conclusions .

decisive moment , the more must the organised Follow the comrades who are calling you ;

proletariat concentrate all it
s

forces on one look to the East , look to the Russian student

object — the conquest , defense and strengthening revolutionists , who , through scores o
f years o
f

to
can

- we as
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strenuous struggle , with unexampled self - sacri- not sufficiently sharply defined , not sufficiently

fice , gave their blood to the last drop for uncompromising fo
r

a
n epoch o
f proletarian

the struggles and victory o
f

thethe working world revolution , causes confusion in the ranks
class . And those who did not fall victims to o

f

the fighters and leads straightway to counter
the Tsar's hangmen , and did not perish in revolution .

the night o
f exile , now see that they took the Comrades !

right way when they did not allow themselves

to b
e fooled b
y
the siren songs of democratic We believe in the force o

f historical evolution ,

justice , reconciliation o
f

the classes , and the which , if not to - day , then to -morrow , will open

unclassed intellectuals who pretended to unite the eyes o
f

those among you whose sight is

them ; and renouncing a
ll

that waswas nearest not yet cleared . We believe that , assisted b
y

and dearest , unconditionally joined the prole- that soaring of the spirit which prompted your
tariat's struggle . invitation to us , you will walk the right path . We
And you too , comrades , will have to face are waiting fo

r

you to take your stand a
t

our
this decision . On you lies a great responsibility side fo

r

the last gigantic struggle for the esta
and you know the law that at a period of acute blishment of a Communist society .

class countercurrents , every decision which is

Young Sweden .

1

Besides the Left Social Democratic Party pioneers were and are to this day the Russian
there is in Sweden only one other organisation Bolsheviks .
connected with the Communist International , It is undoubtedly o

f

interest fo
r

every worker

it is " the Social Democratic Union o
f Youth “ . in the revolutionary Labour movement outside

In the course o
f

it
s

existence this association o
f Scandinavia to become acquainted with the

has played a conspicuous part in the Swedish Communist movement of Youth in Sweden . We
Labour movement : a

t first a
s
: vanguard o
f shall not give a detailed historical account o
r

Socialistic propaganda in general , then a
s

centre , description o
f

the movement ; a
ll
' w
e

intend to

which united a
ll

the opposition elements o
f

the d
o

is to make a few remarks o
n

the history

old Social Democracy , and lastly , as the largest o
f

the Union o
f Youth and a brief review o
f

and most truly Communistic organisation . Less the present situation .

than a year has elapsed since the Union o
f

In the eighties o
f

last century , Sweden ,

Youth fully adopted a Communist programme and owing to certain circumstances , was ripe for
tactics and joined the Third International . The the beginning o

f

a working class movement ,

latter decision was adopted b
y

the congress of and Socialist propaganda , through agitators and
the Left Socialist Party although not with the small newspaper leaflets , penetrated into such
same unanimity a

s

a
t the congress of the Youth . layers o
f

the population which the spirit of the
For there is in the Party a minority , pretty time made singularly responsive to it . Organi
considerable so fa

r
, which does not recognise sations began to spring u
p

a
ll

over the country .

Communism , and this minority includes various In the early nineties a
n experiment was made

elements like the parliamentarian - inclined repre- in Stockholm o
f instituting socialist Sunday

sentatives o
f

the Bennerström current , and the Schools , and within a few years , independent

" humanists “ , who dominate the majority o
f

the organisations of young workers , men and women ,

parliamentary faction , with the majority leader sprang u
p

in various places . These local groups
Lindhagen , etc. The Union o

f Youth o
n

the formed into a union —which , however , in the
contrary , which since it

s

final secession from first years o
f

the Twentieth Century , lost itself
the “ right “ Socialist Party has become the in the jungles of Anarchism and never had much
framework o

f

the “ left “ Socialist movement , influence .

and without whose participation n
o

new party In March 1903 several o
f

the more consi

o
r party publication could have appeared these derable Social organisations separated from the

last three years , is unanimously in favour of rest and formed a Social Democratic Union o
f

the new orientation o
f

the struggle , whose Youth connected with the old Labour Party ,


