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VIEW OF
CHICAGO

By Mike Klonsky
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The Natlonal Mobillzation Commities held o guided
tour of the area around the International
Amphitheater, scene of the upcoming Democratic
Party National Convention.

A group of us, Regiomal SDS and NO people, went
along to check the place out. Some things happensd
along the way which might glve some indication of

things (o come.
— As we walked down the street which was the
entrance to the Amphithester, we were stopped by

some of the workmen who told us that we had come

too far and were f(respassing on privaie property.
They obviously knew who we were. There were about
thirty of us ranging from hipple-locking student
LB B tvpes to middle-aged wisp ladies. One of the women

from the FPoace Movement was offended at this
abridgement of ber clvil liberties.,

*This iz a frec country,® she yolled back at the
workman. *You can't do this to us.*'

He did, and we were turned away. Later, about
a block and a half away at a small park which had
been selected as 2 possible rallyving point near the
Convention, T was approached by a couple aof youmg
(fifteen or sixteen) guys who stopped playing ball
becouse they were curlous about this strange-looking
group who were nosing around  their  white
working-class community (called Canaryville),

"What are ya doin' hore? " they asked,

Feeling awiward and out of place with so many
Mol people around me, | answered: “Nothing much,
just looking around.™

*You here because of the Convontion?™ they askod.

*Yeah."

“Ah shit!™ one sald as they walked away' looking
pretty pissad off.

The meaning of all this has 1o do with the prospeet
of SDS dealing with what Tom Hayden calls “the
drama® that s abool to be upleashed August 25th
by the Mubilization. It i m drama that we have no
i ¥ i W E
R —————
what happens.® The fact that thousands of people
are going to be moving on the community aroumnd
the Amphitheiter without having done any prellmingry
community work, without baving triked with anv of the
local kids, isn't vitally important by itself, The fact
that the dynamle set-off by the fon-viclent white
peace marches may very well have Ineredible
repercussions in the heavily-occupled black ghetio

is not by ltsell of primary importance, However
these things together, seen in the context of an
America moving to the right at the grass-roots level,
bring to the surface once again the basle political
! eontradiction within the framework of the palitiesof
' mobilization, which can be called *We are right®™
politics,
=

The underlying assumption behind “We are right™
politics iz based on a moral understanding that we
{those of us agalnst war, hatred, racism, et cetera)
are on the right side, that the soclety we livein is
basically just and that if we can only get all of our
people in front of the TV cameras, looking relatively
neat and well-groomed and speaking articulately,
the people of America will hear us and wake up, using
their power to correct injustice and wrongdoing.

The politics that arise from this drama will be
contralled 23 usuval by the people capable of moving
in at the top of the mobilization aetion and interpret-
ing the actions of the tens of thousands in the streets
confronting everything that the ruling elite has to
throw at them, from the 101st Airborne to the Chicago
Pig Department.

{eontinued on Page 4)
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NOTES ON THE
NEW WORKING CLASS

by Gordon Burnside

*“Thus it is perfectly possible to
malntain two propositions which, on a
casunl view, sppear to be contradictory.
Over the period from 1790 through 1840
there was & slight improvement In
average material standards, Over the
same period there was intensified
exploftation, grester insecurity, and
increasing human misery. By 1840 most
people were ‘'better off" than their
forerunners had been fifty years bofors,
but they had suffered and continued to
suffer this slight improvement as a
catastrophic experience.*

—E. P. Thompson: The Making of the
English Working Class

It I8 a measure of the difference
between counter-revolutionaries and
revolutionaries that Time magazine was
surprised to find the SDS Convention,
coming as il did after the slege of
Columbia and the French general sirike,
a rather gloomy affair. The opponents of
revolution always seem to be much more
impressed with its logle and Imminence
than are its partisans. The latter ere
more Impressed with the possibility of
things going all wrong. Thus 1988, which
must already look lUke the vear of the
Red tide to many people, is in fact foreing:
many in the Revolutlonary movement
away from the barricades and back to
ithelr books-and typawriters,

On the one hand, Columbia and Paris

indeed full of zhH:. Dn the ul:’hnr hlmd
the co-optation of the grape- pddmrn
by the Laft wing of the Dempcratic Party,
the ominous spHt In the black Hberation
movement between pro-capitalists and
antl-capitalists, the general difficulties
in organizing the underclass, the rise of
the new MeCarthyism, and, most
important, the specter of & coalition
between liberals and conservabives for
the puarantesd annuil wage for the poor
(and for guaranteed physical repression
for radical organizers}—all these factors
tend o make us more wary as a
movement than we were as a sect.

A QUARTERLY ON
WOMEN’S LIBERATION

The first issue of WOMEN: A Quarterly
of Women"s Liberation will be published
in the fall of 1968, Poems; short stories;
and politdeal, [fterary, and scientific
articles which consider the condition of
women are being solicited.

The decizion to limit articles writtcn
by men stems from a widely-discussed
position held by many women today: for
centuries women have been defined and
discussed by men; the time has come
for women to create a speclal publication
in  which they analyze and express
themselves and their relationship to the
social order. The publication rest= on
the assumptiom thai women are best able
to define themselves and to discuss their
problems. Articles by men will be
published on assignment only.

Manuseripts should be typed, double
spaced, oo 81/2-by-11-inch paper.
Self-addressed stamped envelopes should
ba enclosed. Articles which are not
accepted for pyblication will be read
carefully and suggestions for improviment
will be offered. Material and monetary
contributions should be sent to: WOMEN,
A Quarterly of Women's Liberation,
Dee Amnn Pappas, 3011 Goilford Avenus,
Baltimore, Marylmnd 21218,

L e N R Ol -:— C I N e

Our snxety, quite as real as Time
described it, and apparent in the Increase
of factionalism and drop-outs In our
ranks, is not of course so much the
result of the fectors Hsted above as of
the persistence of what they reflect:
tha New Left's unwillingness (or Inabillty)
to identify the Hevolutionary agency and
define what it means by *“Hewvolution®,
Since these are such old problems
1 won't bother to review the debates
around them; this much oniy need be
sald here: (1) The problems of agency

and end are so obviously linked that they.

are almost ong problem. To soms extent
at least (at the risk of sounding overly
Hegelian) the Revolution will choose the
kinds of revolutionaries it nesds. (2) If,
nevertheless, the needs of the Revalution

are bound to be (ransparent some diy,

they certainly aren't now. (3} Until thay
are clearer we can expect mo more than
to make the grand tour *from protesi
to resistance to revolution® aroond full
circle to protest once again. We may
end up as the most milltamt group of
Quakers the world has ever seen,
(*Creer dos, res...Summerhiils!®)
Because of our well-advertised
fidgeting in the presence of idealogy
(Marxiam) the Movement has tended to
separate the problems of Revolutionary
apgency and Revolution in its thinking,
Worsa, whenever possibla  we've
scrambled to put the cart squarely
before the horse; we all have our
candidate agencles; bul rarely, except
in the vaguest sort of way, does Brother

when
tu pﬂtﬂhr l:be m
in Ameriea, Buf seizing power Is still
not the same thing as making a
rovolutlon. To focus on the former and
more or less ignore the latter Is to
create & level of discussion that is
utopian, airy, open-ended—a bit tho New
Leftish, if you will, In our case such a
focus has tended to lock om  tactice
{*mobile action® in strestdemodstrations,
guerrilla warfare in support of blacks,
"|iberation® of the Pentagon parking lot,
tactice appropriate for revolutionaries—
and seemingly necessary, | hasten to add,
to our own radicalizstion—but which,
in America, often look suspiciously like

Mike Klonsky,
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a substiuie for Revolution) and, again,
the agency of Hevolutionary change.

The agency we seem #o have
tentstively setiled on at this moment
is the classical one, the working class,
FPutting aside temporarily the question of
which working class, I think this decision
represents 4 solid step forward for the
Movement. But, once more, it appears
to have been created more by the needs
of the Movement, half hopeful, half
bitterly frustrated, than by the noeds
of the Hevolotion, and to have been made
precisely becsuse it was classiecal
rither than for any other reason.
For the truth is that we, as American
college studenis, must kmow less about
workers (han almost anyone else in the
worid. More important, we in fact know
very litle about worh.

It is & truism that American socialists
are [Intelleetuals, not workers. Less
remarked upon is the odd fact that these
socialist intellectyals have writien
practically nothing about workers and
work, the New Laft being no exception.
(Significantly, one of the treasures of
our movement is the thinking of a
Frenchman, Andre Gorr.) Some of the
reasons @t least for this seem obwious:
disenchaniment with labor organizations,
which is much older than tha New
the difficulties that “middle i
Eﬂnp-lt- have in  calling what they do

popt st of social elass in the
body of American thought (which tends
to dizzolve thinking about the functioms
of particular clagses); the overwhelming
emphasis, in our npational life, oo
consuming man over producing man,
Because of all this novels like Swados's
On the Line and Sigal"s Going Away and
Weekend in Dinlock appear eccentric—
not, a8 critics say, because they are
about Left-wing polities, but because they
link politics and work. And because of
all this even the Left has overlooked
what Hitle theoratical writing has been
produced on work in America, notably
Dantel Bell*s “Work and Its Discontenis®
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(hidden away in The End of Ideology
where we ean be trusted not to look
for it) and Hamnah Aremit’s chapters
on work and labor in her The Human
Condition. (It is worth noting that both
writers, though well-known for their
efforts inthe service of nec-conservatism,
retaln & healthy respect for the liberating
inteiligence of Karl Marx.)

If man wera: not -homo faber-—man the
maker, the creator of)things—he would,
sald Marx, be less than human. Man's
ability to understand the world comes
from the fact that he mude it. (This
Insight was not original with Marx.
It was assumed by the classical
economists, by Locke, and by Vieo, the
first modern historian. Vieo held that
history could be scientifically studied
because we live in a world that s &
world of artifacts, a world that we—
generically—have  made  ourselves.)

[t Jollows that man must wark, not only-

survive physically, but to survive
as man: should he be separated from

iz ereativity, he will be lost, for he will
be cast Into a world that Is entirely
foreign to him,

Now obwliously there Is work and there
is work. The lives of Nineteenth Century
Welsh miners or Twentieth Cestury

|8 &1 #&i; f

I . finds in all

to the English *work™ and *labor®.
Rather than weave in amd out of Arendt’s
philological tracings and philosophical
arguments, it need only be sald that
*lebor® has referred historically to
productive activity that is forced (by
physical need or ruling elass or both);
Swork®, on the other hand, has implied
free production of goods or services,
certainly activity that is more easily
described as creative. Arendt notes that
In pecent centuries *work™ has been used
inergasingly in conjunction with art.

Ceontinued on Page §)

HIGH SCHOOL
CONFERENCE:

CORRECTION

The High ,School Underground
Conference sponsored by SDS and
Liberation News Service will be held
August 20th through 29rd (Instead of
26th threugh 29th) in Eldora, Iowa
at the Hardy County Fairgrounds.
The purpose of the Conference is to
organize a working news syndicate
and a high-school underground. Carl
Oglesby is one of the scheduled
speakers. Everyone actve In the
high-school underground is urged to
attend or send a representative,
The eodst is $12 per person with all
the money golng to the underground
and its expenses. Please notify Tim
Wise, Matlonal Co-ordinator, Natfonal
Conference of the High-Sehool
Underground immediately, He can be
reached at 3 Thomas Circle,
Washington DC 20005,
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MEXICO EYEWITNESS REPORT

Emesto Viva

The San Franciseo Express Times

Mexico City, July 30th—The last four
davs have seen the most devastating
manifestations of violence sinck the
famous railway and clectrieal workors®
strike which paralyzed the country for
etght days In 1958, This time the fatuous
and humiliating Olympic proparations
provided a reason for the violence.
A demonstrotion of solidarity with the
Cuban revolutionaries on the anniversary
af the 26th of July was the pretext,
and the stodents in Mexico City were
the main actors In the drama, _

Ten wvear's s the Natlon's military
UELL AL EUL  RIILELL LA R y L

. Aimeé of  “aoctal
digsolution® wazs croated in' order ‘o
send men like David Alfaro Slqueiros
to prison, a Vallelo (the leader of
the railway unlon) = still serving an
indefinite sentence. Vallehy has been on
a hunger strike since July 18th of this
vear, and the eve of the curréent violonce
found the Schooal of Political Science
af the National University ina sympathy
atrike with that political prisoner.

ANO DEL RIDICULO
OLIMPICO

While many of Medeo City's
neighborhoods are withowt running water,
and the general living conditions in half
of them are completely intolerable, the
Country is spending millions of pesos
in preparation for the 1968 Olymples
to be held here in Ociober. The eonstant
show of Il-spent funds is a8 dally
humiliation. Aware that several factions
of the Left have demonstrations and other
actions planned for October, repressive
elements of the Government forced
premature riots this week. A brief
outline of events f(ollows.

On July 26th, the CNED (Central
Naclonal de Estudiantes Demoeraticos),
a Communist Party group, organized
a march for solidarity with Coba. The
FNET (Federacion Nacional de
Estuliantes Tecnicos), # Hight-wing
Government student organization, held
its own march the same day. Their
eypressed reason for demonstrating wos
to protest an  incident on  Tuesday,
July 23rd, In which a riot squad had
entered Voeational School Number Five,
injuring several students snd teachers
and killing one stodent. (Authoritative
gsources say that there had been some
trouble in Voeational School Number Two
and the rlot sqguad was called to, and
entered, the wrong school,) All Informed
gources, however, acknowledge the fact
thai the obvious reason for the FNET's
march was to draw attenbon away from
the march offering solidarity with the
Coban Hevolution.

Both marches took place in the conter
of Mexico City. Things progressed in
a more or less orderly fashion, wntil

a group of students from the National -

Polytechnical Institute decided to go to
the Zocalo (central sguare bordered by
the Presidential Palace and other public
buildings) to protest more foreefully over
the violence which ook place at
Vocational School Number Five. The
FNET tried o econtrol this, but the
palytechnical . students  succesded In
getting o the Zocalo,

In' the UClty's central squure, the

serting i wing many of
them imconsclous on  the streets.
Onlookers immedintely took the students®
side, and began throwing flowerpots and
rocks at the pollce, This publie solidarity
with the students seem= B constant as
regards  op-the-spot  incidents  (the
witnessing of actual violence, moments
In which ears were stopped and people
asked for money and afd, et ceteral.
But the totally distorted press campalgn
now has the mass of public opinion
against the student protest.

All during the afternoon of July 26th
the studants—In varlous groups —-and the
police and riot squads battled back and
forth between the Zocalo and Himieiclo
Juarez, a4 monument on the Avenida
Juarez, some fifteen blocks away. At one
point a8 number of windows were broken
in the elegant shops along the Avenida
Juarez: some damage and looting took
place. Later, pear the Zocalo, the police
confused a group of students leaving their
classes al Preparatory School Number
Three with demonstrators, amnd began
stoning and beating them. The students
took that as n =signal to begin blocking
the sibrests; they occupied city buses
and forced them (o park sidewnys,
blocklng off traffic on several main
arteries. They burned two buzses ag well,
The toll of the first day: fve hondred
studemts wounded, four in a stale of
coma, three demd, amd three hundred
arrested.

That night the School of Economics
at the National Palytechnical Institute
and Preparatory School Number Thres
wint on strike protesting the brutality
of the rlot squads, It was too late for
the ovent to have made the newspapors,
The Government occupled the Communist
Party headquarters, as well as entering
many privaté homes and making
indiscriminate arrosts.

The morning of July 27th saw the
beginnlng of what may be among the most
completaly fascist nows compalgns in
recent times, The newspapers—irom
Rightist to “liberal®—chalked the
violence up to @ "Communist plot®,
accused the Coban Embassy of support,

-—

and sccused Cubans of having taken part
in the demonstrations. All deaths were
demied, The radic gave news of the
violence, but also in a biased and partial
manner. Voeational School Number Five
Joined the strike, and a great number of
students from all over the Clty went to
Polytechnical Institute to discuss

Five and Six. Preparatory
Sehéol Number Seven blocked off

Viga, & main artery of the City, liberating
twenty-five buses. Vocational School
Number 7 sectoned off the whole
Monualeo area, and Preparstory Sehpol
Number Three was also controlled 1by
the students. A general meeting was
called at 5 that afternocon In the Zocalo
to protest riot-squad brutality. Howerer
the Zocalo was occupied by troops and
riot squads, and the demonstration never
took place.

The students, frustrated in their plans
to demonstrate, began taking over buses
and occupying—for brief times—differant
parts of the center of the City. Forty
buses were liberated, streels were
closed off, ‘and a great deal of damage
was done. It is interesting to note that,
contrary to recent experience in France
and the United States (uz well as other
parts of Latin America) the violence was
squelched before any individual student
leaders emerged, Different schools and
groups followed their more militant
leaders, but the vlolence as a whole
wasn"l allowed o run long encugh to
produce any outstanding spolkesmen.

The night of the 2%th, a clash between
students of Preparatory School Number
Three and riot squads In the Zocalo
blew up into Uttle short of war. Molotov
cocktails, tear gas, rochks, clubs, stidks.
A bus woe burnod. The baltle lasted
four hours, and at 1 in the morning
the: Army was called In. A barooks was
usad to break down the door of
Preparatory School Nomber Three,
oecupied at that time by the students.
It was taken over by the Army. Tanks
and bayonets were evervwhore. By this
time there were many seriously wounded
among both stedents and authorities,

. Six hondred students were arrested that

night alone.

In the National University, in the School
of Homanities, a general sssembly was
attended by almost the entire student
body. A stoppage of classes was agreed
upon, with continuous debates, and the
students asked their professars to give
them lectures on the French vprising of

g———

May and June, the Columbla strike, and
other recemt student revolts. Fighting
commidssions were formed; brigades
were assigned to propaganda, finances,
political acton, medical ald, et cetera,
(Medical students at the University
who tried to ald wounded students were
clubbed and arrested for trying o
interfere. The Hed Cross workors
suffered the same fate, and it is said
one of them was killed. The repression
makes absolute body-counts Impossibie:
the Government seems al all cost Intent
on presseving Tee |~||| (il 5 #Hnn

though the press campalgn has made
It almost impossible for people outside
the Capital City (to say nothing of foreign
cotntrics} to know the full extent of what
has happensd, word has been received
that stndemts in the State of Tabasco
burned the PRI (Partido Revolucionario
Institutueimal —Mexico's official party)
bullding in solidarity. Four buses of
students from the State of Puebla heading
for the Clity were detained.

The tone of the riots [z totally
anti-government. There are cries for
*socialilsm®™ without much real knowledge
of what that means.

Specific student demands are: removal
of the police chief and disbanding of the
riot squads.

Rumors involve students from France
and elsewhere who, it is said, came to
organize the ridts. No evidence has been
produced so far. A French shodent was
seen in  Preparatory School Number
Throe and helped maintain the Resistance
there; he said be had been at the
Sorbonng in May, but was in Meiico
as a tourist, Several other foreigners
have been arrested and ave still in
prisom: Willlam HRoaado from Puoerto
Rico, Raul Patriclo Pobleto of Chile,
and Mika Seeger (Pete Seeper's daughter)
from the United States.

As far as informed sources can tell,
seventy students have been indicted.
A eonssruative estimate of the death
tally puts it at twenty for the students
and at least five for the police.

A general meeting of studonts was
called for August 2nd. As of now thers
doesn't seem o be much support from
workers, hut the stodents aré angry:
all over the City they are shouting and
painting thelr new slogans: “No Queremos
Olimpladas® (We Don’t Want Olymples),
*Frensa Vendida® (Sellomt Press),
*Granaderos Asesinos® (The Riot Squsd
Are Killers), and *Vivan Los Estudiantea™.

In a eity filled with seeret police,
students left the meetings and debates
to mahe contacts and beg us to see that
thie truth of thejr strugele resches their
brothers North wi the Border.
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CONVENTION DISCUSSION

K LONSKY

con’t

These Interpreters of the nobilization
inevitably end wup being well-known
apti-war moderate-liberals who are
desperately atlempting to hold the world
together fong enough to spend all of their
money. Whatever the politics of New Left
orfented Hayden and Hoennie Davis may be
(it i= =till unelear to many of us),
it probably doespt even —mattar,
Inevitably [t"s the "You ecan'l do this
to me, this {3 a free country® people
who end up running the show.

5DS has always stressed organizing
above mobllizing, Once ogain a
eonfrontation has been called which we
are forced to respond to. Hundreds of
thousands of people coming to Chicago
to demand an end to war and racism
creates a political situation which we,
organizationally, are unable to ignore,
Large numbers of young MeCarthy
volunieers are coming here, despite the
wlshes of the professionals numning the
eampalgn who are trying to keep things
as quiet as possible. Like the Pentagon
confrontation last October, the Army is
ready, so are the Plgs. They have many
tactical advaniages and are prepared to
inflict heavy damage on demonstrators
who will be left virtmily without any
plan or eqguipment for self-defense.
What does & radical organization do to
respond 10 & sltuation lke this? How
doos it make use of the situstion for
political gain?

It seems clear that any wradical
political message which SD5 would wani
to put forth concerning the War and
ik

possibility of influencing the poliey of
the Democratic Party during this week,
we are sophisticated emough to koow
that the Important decisions which ure
made about our lives are not made on
Conventlon Day or on Election Day, The
possibllity does exist to organize many
MeCarthy people away from  the
Democratic Party, possibly into SDS,
For many, it is thelr lnst fllng with
national ¢lectoral polities.

The Nationa! Interim Committes (NIC)
has decided to set up SDS *"Movement
centers® in Chicago. Groups of SDSers
from different regions will come into
town a few days before the Convention
and work out a plan of attack. Our
primary program will be aducational,
using the Movement centers, literature
{which includes a speclal issue of NLN
and the Hat as well s a daily wall
newspaper), counter media, and guerrilla
educational and agitstional tactics.
A pamphlet will be produced on *Why
McCarthy Isn't The Answer®, distriboted
along with a basic brochure introducing
SDE, Workshops, rallies, and parties will
be planned to got out the word on
corporate  liberalism. Teams of 5DS
organizers will make the rounds of other
centers, rallles, and demonstrations,
rapping to groups and putdng forth
a radical perspective on the Convention
and the Party.

Through one-to-one organizing and

small-group organizing, we hope to
ereate a situntion which ean work in our
favor. Many individual SOS organizers
will be in the streets. Although
organizationally SDS particlpation in
non-violent mass parades Is unfeasible,
a potential does exist for individual
organizers working in teams within
larger groups to educate through
confrontation and analysis, encooraging
discussion of tactics and strategy.

Our basle concern has to be long-term
organizing with an eye on the fall, when
many of these Same McCarthy sugporters
will be on the campus working in SDS.
It will be then, when all the parades

, and convemtions are over, that the

Movement will have (o reap what It sows,
both in Canaryville and at Columbla,

A= L
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ON MOBILIZATION PLANS

by Hose MacKerman
Mundelein Colloge SDS

Since the NIC decision to concentrate
organizing within the MeCarthy ranks
during the Democratic Convertion,
organizers should be aware of National
Meobllization plans for that week. The
Mobilization has planned & series of
rallies, demonstrations, and Movement
centers to answer the needs of the week
as they see them.

Batween thirty and fifty Movement
centers will be procured throughout the
City within the next two weeks, allowing
Movement people contimoous centers for
abtaining Information, for conducting
radical education projects, and for
planning tactica on o daily basie, The
Mobilization has agreed to give five
centers to SDS to staff and use for its
DWTL pUrposes.

Four other major provisions have besn
made for activities during the week.
The first is for medical aid through the
Stodent Health Organization. They plan
to have four stationary centers in the
City; the remainder of the SHO groups
will be mohile.

The second major provision is for
legnl defense. Law  stodents are
regoarching stntutes which may pogsibly
be used against Movement people and
are gathering Information thal could be

at  lemst skeletal legal assistance
full-time during the Convention.

Publicity plans are to hold dally press
coferences to disseminate information
on the day's events. They will rely
heavily on deily reporis from the
Movement centers and give detalls on:
(1) the plans of each Movement center:
(2) commenis on the latest statements
made by the Establishment aboul the
Movement and reports on the activitios
of the troops; (3) criticism of whatever
platform the Party decldes on; and
(4) responses to the Nomination,

Defense for marchers also was
discussed —everything ranging from
requests (0 the ecops to allow the
Movement to police its own thing to plans
for wallde-talkie communications and
conventional-type marshals, It was
decided that communication would have to
be tight and marshals hand-picked and
pre-trained.

They are also forming a stecring
committee which ‘will co-ordinate the
week's activity, Additional representative s
will be added as the Convention grows
closer; the steering commitioe will meaot
daily—more often if necessary—to plan
and co-ordinate activity.

In addition to these plans, the
Mobillzation has outlined six activity
filled days to oecupy visitors, It should

be stressed, however, that the plans that
are now in the making could be
drastically changed, depending on the
mood of the people and the Pigs.

On  August 24th, the Mobilization
figures that the number of folks in the
Clty will still be small enough to
concentrate oh meetings in the Movement
centors. A complete list of the centers
and the strategic spots in the City will
be published by Hamparts, which will
publish dally Convention issues of a
newspaper.

The 25th will also be concentraioed
aromnd the cemtors. For the 28th the
Mobilization is planning to deal with
any type of requests that may blow their
way from the Mississippl Freedom Party
and the Poor People's Campatgn, both of
which should have beavy representation
in the City by this time. Meotings: will,
on this day, move [rom the centers [nto
three major parks; the Movement centers
controlled by the Mobilization will
become action ecenters and discussion
points for everything from politics to
tactics.

And just to make sure that none of you
overlook the 2Tth, it's LEI's birthday.
Daley's plamning to run a huge birthday
celebration: the Mobilization's staging
an un-hirthday party for the entire day.
The Yipples will® have a

(theater, art, film, photography, and
sculpture) all centered on the glorious
eprenr of LBI. Draft-resistance and
clergy pecple are plaming an Amnesty
Meating, There will alse be a zerles of
localized demonstrations si  strategic
points in the City—possible targets:
Welfare offices, police headgquarters,
universities, Draft boards. Finally, in the
evening, an indoor serles af
performonces will be staged: MacBird,
Norman Maller reading a birthday
greeting to LBJ, et cetera.

The 28th (s Nomination Day, and there
will be one massive demonstration from
downtown Chicago to the Amphitheater.
The Mobilization hopes to  obtain
*permission” for the deamanstration.

On the 29th there was speculation that

MeCarthy people would hit the streets.
For this reason, the Mobillzation is
sponsoring a final assembly or people®s
convention in a park. There may also be
a serles of demonstrations st local
Federal Institutions.
_ These are the plans as of the August
4th Administrative Council Meeting of the
Mobllization, which some 5DS members
attended, Specifies have yot to be warlked
out, and are tentative depending on
unanticipated developments. Refer to
another article in this issue for specific
information on what Chicago HReglonal
SDS |s planning.

Festival’
imsin In the

CHICAGO SDS REPORTS
ON CONVENTION PLANS

by Wayne Helmbach

When it was [inally decided by the
powers that be that the Democratie
Convention would definitely be in Chicago
Chicago Area S5D5 started to plan a
program f{or Convention time. After the
NIC mesting. it became clearer what kind
of resources we would have (o provide
for out-of-town SDS people.

The Mational Mobllization Committes
is planning to set op  asbout forty -
Movement centers around the City where
people will discuss actions they might
want t0 participate In and conduet
workshops amd forums on  various
palitical subjects. The Movement centers
will be of three main types: city contors
(such as a Detroli center), subject
centers (such as o Draft center), and
organizational centers. SDS will have
about five such centers. Chicago Ares
35 will probably organlze one of these
centers, and we are working on ideas
about that, People coming to Chicago
should coms with their own ideas about
whit to-do with these centers.

Ome of the most important things that
the Hegion is and will e working oo
is a leaflet program -explaining our
politice o MecCarthy people and (o
Chicagoans. Our Chiczxgo leaflet program
will try somehow o counter the publicity
that the news media have been feeding
people here about the Movement caming,
It's an up-tight city, brothers and s
i limited rumber of SDS pecple, we are
in Chicago, We want only those people
who have the time and see themselves
as organizers. Chicago will not be n
fun place during the Convention, and only
nrganizers are needed. To quoto Jefl
Jones, *We are coming as organizers,
and not as cannoh fodder,”

I would hope, however, that wherover
possible SDS people will organize support
demonstritions with  thelr local
constituencles—especially if  Daley's
Pigd start rioting in the strests of
Chicagn. The Convention and the
Movement actvities here will be of
nationnl  importance. The national
mabilization is- golng to happen; our job
is to organize nationally by organizing
in our loeal communities and to bulld
4 base for the long sirogele to come.
{(See Eric Mann's article In the August

SBS people eoming into Chicago should
phone HO5-3170, (Do not call the
National Office. The NO will be concerned
with the NO and only with the NO.)}
They will then be directed to mn
administration center where they will be
given housing if it is available and where
praliminary meetings will be held. If you
have sleeplng bags or a car, bring them,
You should also find oul what your blood
type is before you come and earry an
identification card with that blood fype
on It

CHICAGe 35 A SUMMER

—> Gegtcha NEw CHICAGD Pl& PoSTER (see fage 1)

—? PLUS a brand-new FIST BUTTON 4om
far jusy 32 bucks /Faceeds go Jo surviving the Dem Convenfion

Ovder from 1008 W. Modisen St., Chy., MU 60612, All nders must
he prepaid.(FuLL SIzE OF Pra FOSTER: (8 * gy 25" /) J—

FESTWAL/
SDS




CLEVELAND

by Cathy Archibald

It will be some time before any
substantive, relisble Information s
lmown about the Cleveland revolt of
July 23rd. During the so-called ambush
of the police, allegedly lad by Ahmed
Evans, ten were killed, forty-five wera
wounded, more than fifteen thousand
Notional Cuardsman were ealled up, and
three thousand of them were actually
dispatched. Stokes, trying to play both
ends against the middle, pulled out the
Wationanl Guard for one night and tried
to have the Glenville area of the City
policed by black cops and black
community leaders, Locting did not stop,
and for the protection of private property
Stoles was forced to send the Guard
back in to amach the people.

The skeletal facts of the July 23rd
incident are pow lnown. This article
will try to provide Information on some
of the frees at work during the incident
which made Stokes's "both ends against
the middie® strategy fafl. This failure
aof the liberal solution, the inability fo
hold the middle between *law and order®
and revolt, Is happening over and over
again at the loeal city lovel.

PART OF A PATTERN?

First let®s go back a stop and talk
about Nashville, Houston, and Chicago.
We chose these cities because a similar
patiorn has emerged In them and because
the McClellan Committes, m; Fm-
R [ght- w[ng forces at the local |

the scenario goes iﬂmﬂliﬂg mu.' H'lls.

There exists o militant nucleus fn the
black commumity, nol seeountable to ar
controlled by big business or the political
machine; the war on poverty representing
the "liberals® marches Into town: their
program: containment, pacification, Black
militants are hired by the program or
funds are channeled through Hberal
groups to be used by Independent black
forces in the city. The professional
politicos and the Pigs see the poverty

Y ANS & STOKES BEFORE RIOT

program ps a threat to their hegemaorny,
as coddling “trouble-makers®; they
predict dire consequences; they say the
militants are using government funds
to spread trouble, Black Power, and
eammunism. They have a two-pronged
attack: get the liberals amd kill the
militants. While all this is happening,
there are incidents of wviolence and
harassment against the black community
initlated by the local Pigs, and the black
commumity responds by defending itself
in one way or another.

The liberals are forced to call on the
Pigs (and maybe even the Guard) to
defend law and order and private
property; the Right-wing forces scream
that such measures should have been
taken earller, thelr predictions are
realized. The dicerediting of the liberal
solution, the increasing strength of the
Right Wing and independence of the local
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Pigs comes clearer in each round of
the batile, In order to tie it together,
tn take the local eries of black
conspuracy and lberal collaboration to
the national arena, forces such as the
MeClellan, Committee appear on  the
S CENE.

THE MeCLELLAN COMMITTEE

The McClallan Committes, constituted
last year to Investigate riots, has moved
into Houston, Nasheille, and Chieagn,
In each instance, they've (mken n

previous serles ::r Incldents as rl.li‘ﬂ'l-l-l'lt«l!d

for large-seale

outlined nhove, to heighten white fears,
to attack the liberal forces, and to hang
the black militants.

In Houston, the case was the Fig riot
at Texas Southern University (TSL) in
the spring of ‘67. Using an OFED program
of black pacification as their focus, the
MeClellan  Committee hearings on
Houston began last fall, just a fow weeks
hefore the TSU Five were scheduled
to go on trial for murder. The propagandn
againsl the black group in Houston was

incredible; the tming of the hearings
periect.
In Nashville, they focused on Fred

Brooks of SNCC and a Uberntion =schoal
he headed in the summer of "67, Linking
the OEO-funded lberation school with
black student revolts the previous spring
and producing & *"grand conspiracy®, the
Committee and local Right-wing forces
unleashed another incredible propagands
campaign In the City. Thizs sot the stage
for a reign of police interrogation and
terror in the black community of
Nashville that was unprecedented in the
"6fis. When the papers screamed *SNCC
KILLS® after an ordinary bank robbery
in which a local cop was shot, the Clty
was ready (o believe it. Studemts with
Afros, militants, citizens off the streets
were rounded up and Interrogated, beaten,
and held for days din jail. The black
community was temporarily paralyzed
by a wave of M-18s and Gestapo tactics,
Later the polles persuaded the National
Guard 1o hold riot practice right in the
black community of Nashville. Sorracel,
the local head of the Pigs, had prediciod
a riot, and he would stop at nothing to
provoke ong.

In Chicago, the Committee, in leagus
with the Jocal Gang Intelligence Unit,
a semi-atonomous part of the police
force, zeroed im on the Blackstone
Rangers. The Rangers represented a
threat (o the Daley machine in two ways:
(1) They were receiving funds from the
OEQ In the only program in Chicago
which, Daley did not directly conirol and
administer; instead, the money was
funneled from Washington through local
likeral church peggle. (2) The Ranwers

forces. This testimony hhnﬂllﬁﬁ

themselves were nof controlled by the
Daley machine, representing a potential

political threat because of their
enormous  grass-roots  organization.
(Chicago |s presently st least one-third
black.} In n eity where the local machine
is Inging control of black votes and where
white voters are fleeing the city to the
suburbs, this threst looms large. So,
&% best we can toll, the local Plgs and
sectors of the Machine made a deal with
the MeClelian Commitiee; Daley was
warned not to approve a renewal of the

OF0 grant (which he had originally fought
ll'.u'jth nnd nofl § 1. nnd ﬁﬂ.s =] .r| e

i i ¢
Im“hﬂm“ﬁﬂmﬁnzh
has =een in some tme. The stage Is
being wset bere o justily tw ultimate

police destruction of the Blachelone

Rangers.
IS THERE A LINK?

Now back to Clevelind. The MeClellan
Commitiee hasn't moved In yet, but the
same forces are at work, Liberal black
mayor Carl Stokes has managed to put
together an  attractive *package® of
programa for the black community. This
program  included a small OEQ grant
to Ahmed Evans to develop his cultural
store in the black community., This
paclage, even though wrapped In the
rhetoric of false black consciousness,
will nit succeed, as July 26th and other
incidents clearly show. Also ¢lear is that
the Right-wing eslements and the Plgs
were prepared to exploit any incident
like that of July 26th.

50 far, the following pieces of the
puzzle have emerged;

Prior to the incident, police reported
to Stokes that Ahmed was using his
community store-front as an arms cache,
Rumors “got® to Stokez =dying that the
police Inlended to rald the place and
posgibly kill the nationalists, Stokes tried
to prevent the raid. The poor liberal
mayor finally got permission from the
landlord to search Ahmed's store. FPolice
sald it was (oo late, that the guns musl
have been removed, and refused to
search I, When police were klled on
July 23rd, Stokes was blamed instantly,
Point One for the Pigs.,

Immediataly after the shootings a mass
of propaganda appeared. Stokes had
*protected® Ahmed. Stokes had olayed
£10,000 worth of OEQ funds which Ahmed
used to buy arms and to set wp
a *conspiratorial® organization In various
cities which planmed to siart several
revolts all at the same tme. Point Two
for thelr propaganda campaign. And what
is the source of these claims? The origin
of the conspiracy theory came from the
FEI and from Cloveland®s red squad,
The head of the red squad i» one Sergeant
Ungvary who was formerly with the JBI
and  alse formerly an assistsat o the

senate  Internal Seeurities Committes,
a close Congressional working cousin
of the McClellan Commitiee.

4 *conspiratorial® organization in several
vitios which planned to start several
revalls all ot the same time. Point Two
for thelr propaganda campalgn. And what
is the source of these claims? The origin
of the conspliracy theory came from the
FBI and also formerly an assistant to the

was called black in again to profect
private property. The cry went up: He
should have done it before; this coddling
cost oz a fortune; even o biack mayor
can®t cootrol & black comummity. Floally
a gpolice-Initinted petition to recall
Stokes appeared *spomtaneously®. Score
Three and Four.

Will the MeClellan Commitiee come

fnto Cleveland? We will see. But it*s not
necessary. All the Stokeses, all the Ford
Foundation and OEO blach pacification
money, and all the Washington cover-up
won't put Cleveland back together again.
The Cleveland Pigs have asserted their
independence; the Right smells power.
A new coaliion of old Stokes supporters
and black community lenders and militants
have re-grouped to hold the cenier.
Thera is no elear Left alternative that
has a base in the Cliy—blach or whites
A few seeds exist, but not much more,
The Iiberals, black or white, must
accommodate the business interests and
glve concessions at a superficial level
to the black community. The forces of
law and order will prevail—under Stokes
ar, if he can't hold it, mder a more
openly Right local gevernment.

A LARGER QUESTION?

We have heard much of late about the
gplit in the ruling class between the
liberals and the Right Wing. Opt for
a resolotion of that split to the Left,
the corporate liberals advise us; only
the liberals can stem the tide of
militarism and faoscism, they say. But
we can see clearly that In the long run
the liberals will have to use the weapons
of the Right (the police and the Guard
and the Milifary sbroad) to protect thelr
interests.

But lmowing that the corporate liberals
have no other long-range alternative does
not answer the key gquestion we [Ace.
What alternatives will the people have?
Wil we contnue fo be able to furmish
n Laft alternative, a revolhlionary
alternative that is not ted to the hope
that the Hberals will always buy us time?
As their Hme runs out more clearly
each month, the urgency of our hli
becomes more prossing.
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NEW WORKING CLASS

S0 much for the recondite. Though he
|had n more vigorous respect for
philalogy than we do, Marx seams pot to
have separated *work™ into its two parts,
at least not consclously. Nevertheless,
the working class appear In his work
in mutually contradictory guises: as
generic creators they are closer tham
any others to an understanding of history,
and thus of the prerequisites for human
freedom; but also they are the social
clazs that is belng pushed further and
further Into sheer physleal drudgery—
labor, nol work—and whose humanity
is not enhanced but robbed by thelr
contact with the production process,
Revolution, for Marx, meant the abalition
of man a8 laborer and his liberation
ag a worker, the moment when he
*"recognizes himself In a world he has
himself made®. But the focus of his work
was not in fact on the making of
revolution, but rather on the collapse
of capitallsm C(something altopether
different);, which allowed him to avoid
the question of how precisely the laborer
if to transform himsell into the worker.

This was the problem, disguised as
backward Hussin versus industrialized
Western Europe, that Lanin took up.
No matter how aviul the misery or wild
the rage of the working class, it could
not, said Lenin, make the soclalist
revolution alone; rathur it would—miist—
opt for those reforms (“economizm®)
thai made life a little more bearable,
To steer the workers away from
economism and toward the truerevolution
Lenin equipped them with a guide, the
vanguird party, made up, as it were,
by a mixture of skilled workers and

intelligentsia,

Lenin plus October did not, needless
to say, solve the dilemma; surely Soviet
Husslu la Iltl:]e desnnrtng of the title
== woiing man Is o

.\ ,&E‘m#ﬁ" e
production s nesded. Inﬂnmdnomui_

less than the replacement of laborers
by machines—cybernation—will allow us
to ereate the sort of communist soclety
Marx had in mind. This is a common
enough proposition, and one shared by
many liberals as well as radicals. It Is
a8t this point, in fact, that liberals say
to radicals: *You sf.-a‘? We both want
essentinlly the same thing—and it's
inevitable. No muss, no fuss. 5§t back
and enjoy the ride and gquit making me
nervous. We are Indeed at the end of
ideclogy, the end of politics. There |s
no nesd for a socialist seizure of power
because capltalism will itself carry us
from the realm of necessity to the
realm of freedom’.”

But the truth is—and this iz what
soparates libarals and revolutionariss—
that a capitalist-cybernated society
would be an unmitigated disaster for the
mass of human beings. Since capitallst
evhernated factories would, Hke capitalist
manual-labor factories, be dedicated
the production of goods rather than the
needs of people, not only labor but work
as well will be abolished. We will be
free—{ree to drift in a world we cannot
possibly recognite as our own, a world
we had no hand in making.

i'his bleak utopia is of course still
a »od way off in the fibture —ihrough
no fault of eapltalism, which plows
cheerfully and mindlessly, but steadily,
toward [t Glimpses of [t are caught
“im Hme (o tme by people lke

raith, Kerr, Brrezinski, and (with
e grace-saving shudder) Arendt, who
tell ue thet the age of the producer
is drawing to a close and that we shall
all have to Hlve as full-time consumers.
That, they think, should not be too
difficalt—and besides, 'S what we all
want anyway. They remind one of the
revisionist sociologists and econbmists
who have discovered that Ninoteonth
Century werkers did not y suffer
as much as we have been (a because,
after all, they were dragped ot of those
_benighted agrarian communes and stock
in ecivilized urban factories. The guote
from Thompson that heads these notes
may seem fatuons to some, [mplying as

it does a comparison hetween the first
working c¢lass and the last (especially
sgince, taken as a whaole, the world®s
workers are still much more like the
first than the last), but there is a post's
Justice In its use, and a psychologist's:
aocial change that ®objectively® seoms to
raise the quality of life may in fact
poison . That was the case with
Thompson's English working elass;
it will be so with capltalist cybernation,

Of course we take it that the obverse
af that propesition may also be true:
social change that seems to  be
catastrophic —revolution—may in fact be
liberating. And nothing is more
surprising to the nes-conservative or
liberal apologist for capitalism, marching
with his face set toward utopia, than that
he is beginnlng to encounter—in the
pre-cybernetic West, where he least
expecied It—u movement for soclal
revalution, He is surprised becsuse he
has not notfeed that capitalism, in the
short mun, Is following an odd route.
It is abollshing work, true enough, but
it is not yet abolishing Iabor, On the
contrary, contemporary capitalism s
making it possible for more people,
propartionally, to labor than ever before,
The LUnited States, which has always
thought of jtself as a nation of
entrepreneurs, and probably was once,
i today a nation of laborers, blue and
white collar. (Arendt calls Americans
the most laboring people in the world,
France {s perhaps the European country
most like the US in that it has a strong
traditlon of small-enterprise worship
and reslstance to finance and corporate
capitalism; its middie class too iz being

CON'T

But, like old-style eapitalism,
one-dimensional totalitarian capitalism
appears to have its internal contradictions
too. Remarking upon the Marxian vision
of the gbolition of forced, alienating
labor, Arendt writes: "The spare time
of the (laborer) is never spent in anything
but eomsumption, and the more time left
to Mm, the greedior and more craving
his appetites.” Bul today we have
unmistakable signs that there is a point
where that craving turns W & dull
heartburn and men learn that they are
not really able to digest all that crap.
Morensver, they sense that they are paving
for what they really don®t want with boge
chunks of their lives. Anyone who has
spont the past few years 43 a line
worker, say, or construction laborer,
will recall the besuty of those days
when be was out on a wildeast—a strike,
that is, not for more money or longer
vacations, but for a slower line or more
smoke breaks: more control over one's
working time and one®s work.

Labor sociclogists tell us that it is
the more skilled, prestigious (sicl), and
higher-paid sections of the industrial
working class that are, as over against
the thirties, now more rebellious. and
militant. Bul still more militant, and
aven revolutionary, are the people
we have begun to call “the New Working
Clas=®., The latter, children of the old
“middle class™, studeniz herded into the
trade =schools we persist in calling
universities, are those that really bother
the Uberal capitalist ldeclogues. Sick
to puling with endless consumption,
oppressed with meaningless training for
purposeless labor (when they had

e

rapidly proletarianized.)

Forgetting for the moment the lot of
the Indusirial working class, which
doesn’t muoeh benefit from it, old-style
entreprensurial society is one pitted with
a lot of breathing space. Though socially
atomized and anxdelyv-ridden, perhaps,
small shop-keepers, artisans, and
farmers approximate homo faber: they
Hve in a world of their own making,
much under their comtrol. There {5 that
much truth in the American myth. Their
relative [freedom in decision-making
infects the whole culture. (Auto workers,
for example, dream out loud to
soclologlsts about buylng a chicken farm
or gas station, realizing only too late
that the assembly line has chewed up
their Lves.) Laboring soclety, however,
is Increasingly repressive: the ruling
class is interested only In production
and markets, and it no longer has
populist farmers and merchants o
oppose  it. Pollties, eaducation, and
popular culture are fitted, more securaly
than  ever before, to the needs of the
factory. Labor is physically easier to
perform than under classical capitaliam,
and Is more highly rewarded with
cofisumer goods. But it Is elear that
these poods are not meant primarily
to satisfly needs: they are meant
primarily to pacifly the laborers, and
are dumpsd on them In the sams way
American wheat used to be dumped on
forelen countries—to clear the market
for more producton. The highest—
and most insane—level of Keynesian
economics, # twrns out, |15 Internal
imrarialism.

work), extremely

expected purposeful
sensitive to the poisonous effects of &
laboring political economy on its popular
culture, this new class Is not only
revolutionary; it is potentially the most
revolutionary class in human history.

Jim Jacobs, in a eritical review of

Gorz's Strategy for Labar, writes:

*Are the types of alienationexperienced
by the woung enginesr working on a
sewerage system for a town he has never
seen and the automobile worker turming
three screws on & moving assembly line
every forty-five seconds for elght hours
similar? Compare the feelings of a
professor who believes his university's
invalvement [n seeret research for the
Defense Department makes him fyrther
estranged from the soclety with those of
a female textile worker who must watch
eighteen  threading machines for a
mechanical breakdown and Immediately
repalr any mechanleal difficulties before
too much thread is roined. Isn®t the
textile worker expericncing a greater
meaningless activity and straln than the
unriversity professor, and more important
will not these feclings of the textile
worker result in a greater radical
eonsciogsness?® (from Our Generation,
Velume 5, Number 3)

Well, wes, she is; and no, they
probably’ won®t. If Jacobs will recall
his. own -experiences on the assembly
Hne he will remember that his reaction
to those pight-hour chunks of his |ife—
the: endiess, futile labor; the heat, the
noise, the motion, all seeming to hang

just sbove his eyebrows—was to block

'agaj.u

them out of his mind. Bul the engineer
or the professor will rather be angry
that he canmot make his labor work.
Far be it from me to deny that the labor
of the old working clazs |z miserabls;
1"l never go back to it again. But the
fact 1s that the New Working Class,
sitting in clean offices or conl labs,
can experistce 8 maore radicalizing
alienation than the old; unlike industrial
worhers, who were only promised labor
pluz consumer goods, the New Working
Class was promised work and got labor
instead, Moreover, American Industrial
workers, unlike Europeans, have no
tradition through which they may
criticize the jJuncture of politiegt
econaomy and culture. The New Working
Class dods not have much of a tradition |
gither; but the university provides some
critigue, and that is proving to be useful,
(In America, for ‘example, Marx has
survived only in the universitics, Let's
say that much for our trade schools,)
It happens, though, that the New
Working Class does not yet perceive
its problams very clearly. Its political
arm, SIS and the rest of the New Left,
does not eallv ses (tesll as a working
class movement., *A successful working
class movement,® writes Jacobs, “must
present alternatives for workers that deal
with problems beovond the  immadiate
work situation, Otherwise the sirategy
may degenarate imto 8 defensive form of
gyndiealism.® Jacobs is not particularly
friendly to the New Working Class
concept, but even those who are, like
Greg Calvert and Don MeKelvey, tend to
gtress  the organfzation of  workers
around issues like consumer resistance,
commimity control, et cetera—issues
*bayond the Immediate work =itustion®,

I think that's dangerous. A revolutionary
movement is, It is trué, about people’s
lives—about all faeats of peapla®s Tives.

e P s mt 1|-||-|. i v AFAATE i1
commumities control  their  schools;
pollee, lotal merchants, And organizing
around these |ssues can  [tself be
revolutionary  activity, But, iike the
liberals, we seem beot on separating
people from work, and thus from the
only world we have to live in. If we are
te be sericus revolutionaries we must
se¢ that there are no issues "beyond®
the work place; others are, In the end,
subsidiary.

Furthermore, [ think that we must,
contrary to Jacobs, become
stratogists of syndicalism. Not defensive
syndicalism, but rather &8 symdicalism
that, unlike ald styles, Is paturally
revolutionary. We all agree, I'm sure,

(that the French Communists and the

CTG leaders are cowardly finks, If not
worse, But they econlinue to hold the
allegiance of millions af French workers,
and not Just becamse French workers
have no better leaders, What we forget
iz that the workers suffer more than
anyone else In a general sirike, and are
sure lo sulfer most if they attempt a
revolution and [t fafls. Those comsumer
goods - that are increasingly detestahle
to us, are pot yet so to them; they've had
s0 few, To New Working Class people
the problem is not more goods, but
rather how to reverse the oppressive
fragmentation of human sensibillties that
is part and parcel of modern capitalism,

Mow, 1 suppose this will be an
unpopular argument. It will be deseribed
as elitist, and as tending (o put down
the poor. But the facl remains that the
New Working Class = a radiegl force
in the West. And if makes no sense,
historically, to talk about the New
Warking Class if we don't talk about It
a5 & precursor class. Tt would help us
a great deal, 1 think, to stop shambling
guiltily around in the presence of the
revolutionnry  poor. And it would help
them f we would approach thelir
struggles, not as historical [freaks,
drop-outs from the bourgenisie, bot as
a class with s own reasons for being
revolutionary, It would help everybody—
to go to herstien]l extremes—to admit,

{contlnued on Page 7)




HUEY IN COURT

While the Black Panther Party was
malking plans to bring the Huey Newbon
fase bafore the United Nations General
‘Assembly, in New York, Huey's jury
was gelected Inside the Alameda County
Courthouse,

Nearly a  hundred prospective jurors
were questioned « about the Kerner
Commission Report on Civil Disorders,
the death penalty, “Pigs®, and the Black
Panthers, The final result was a jury
reflocting the mainstream of white,
bourgenis, racist Americn. Blacks and
whites opposed (o capital punishment
were systematically excloded by the
prosecution.

Hiumey's attormey, Charles Garry,
challenged the entire panel, asking that
they be dismissed, The challenge was
based on the de facto exclusion of blacks
inherent in the use of voter registration
lists for panel selection and the panel’s
reflection of the racism that'Is America.

After testimony by sociologists proved
the racisi natore of the jury selection
procoss, ssventy - two - vear -old  judge
Monroe Friedman repeatedly attached the
eredibility of any studies made outside of
Alameda County becapse natlonal studies
included such hotheds of racism as
Misslssippl and  Alabarma, which,
accopding to Friedman, are fimdamentally
different from Alameda. He dismisszed
Garry's motion.

The jury has a token black man seated
on t. He iz a lending officer for the.
Bank of America and a former Alr Force

MORE BURNSIDE

staff sergeant.

In New York, the Panthers® central
commitiee appeared at & press conference
and revealed plans to take the case
before the UN and ask for aon-government
recognition by the intermational body.

The conference was called to “wamn®
the Amerlcan people that If Huey Is not
sel free *there is little hope of aveiding
ppen armed war in the streets
of Californda and of preventing it from |
sweeping across the Nation,”

"Wl you try to free Huey is he's
convicted?® a pewsman asked Eldridge
Closver, Minister of Education for the
Panthers. 1

*We might not even walt mtil then,*
Cleaver replied. *We are not going to
allow Huey to be rallroaded through the
court.™

Outside the courtroom in Oakland on
Sunday, July 28th, a mnass rally was held
in support of Huoey. Speakers included
505 Natlonal Secretary Mike Klonsky;
Reios Tijerina, leader of the Chicano
land-grant movement In New Maxico;

and Panthers Cleaver and Bobby Seale, |

A platoon of Panthers have posted a guard
outside the courthouse each dap, They
stand at parade rest with *Free Huey®
flags in hand through court proceedings.

A5 the trial drags on, demonstrations
are being planned by black and white
groups who understand that there cannot
be a fair trial for Hupey in Alameda
County and that it is the people who muost

(Editor*s note: Following are excerpts
from recent letters sent by SDSer Jeff
Sagal, who is now serving the third month
of & four-year sentence for draft refusal.
Brothers and sisters should send letters
to Jefl in care of the NO.)

Dear Brothers and Sistors:

1 Minally got out of the semi-segragated
admissions unit and am now living In
the dorm area with the rest of the
regular inmates. Adjustment for the last
couple of weeks has been pretiy easy,
and I have been able to model a schedule
and program for myself to use this time
as profitably as I can. I"ve been reading
on the sverage of one book ewvery two
days, and as soon ne magazines and
newspapers begin (o come I ghould be
able to really start studylng.

It's bheen quite an experience being
here and has enabled me to work imto
a number of important questions and
problems. It didn*t take me too long
to spring back to my normal self, and
I have been hopping along keeping
occupled and doing a lot of good things.
1 just finished reading a very Interesting
book Iast week—an informal bicgraphy
of Lenin written by N. Krupskaya....

Things down here have been Hke things
are in prison...Recaived a letter saying
they hoped 1 “was over my iliness and
not in too pain®, Please lat folks
know I am ot now sick, | oever was

sat Hoey free.

tradition. These unlversities produce an external problems, The two kinds of
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are often very rigid about exams, rules,
et cotera, and have students of o cinss
background somewhat lower than that of

the students In the ellte schools.

The split mesns that the tensions
between the elite liberal-arts values
and the practical training of the non-clite
reality do not, in England, secur in the
same individuals or in the same
institutions, The inculcation of skills and
the inculeation of walues which conflict
with those gkills are separated. The elite
thus come to feel moral anger at the
War In Vietnam, raclsm, and other things
which do not directly affect them.
The pre-worker types feel simple
self-interest problems not related to the

elite. On the other hand, the art schools, movements do not merge. .

university education to great pumbers
of people. Thers have, Indeed, been
stirrings in some of these universities,
but so0 far they have not shown distinetive
trends In style. In some, the leaders
are Internstiomal Socialistz; in others,
the leaders are guite suspicious of the 1S,

The student-power and pure Left
groupings have many elements In
common, in attitude if not in idea. They
both feel that power is diffuse, reflecting
thelr Inability to identify power In thelr
gociety. Thus, to the International
Soctalist groups, the enemy is pow
“fascism®, as if they were searching for
& concrete form (o give the unknown

EUROPEAN STU

The place to begin organizing the
syndicates Is inside the universities,
where our movement i naturally
strongest. Radieal students tend, at the
moment, to think of themselves as
free-floating bodies, and not as
chemist-, or anthropologist-, or
teacher-revolutionaries, whose politics
has & base in the work-lives they will
lead. If they had their own swdicates
ingide the more general sitadent
movement it would be easier for them
to criticize their particular training
within the context of the university-trade
school and American political economy
as & whole. Also, the syndicate would
help end the pernicious splitting of one's
student life from one’s “adult® 1ife.

These last notes, om syndicalist
strategy, have been especlally shetchy,
I they are at all usaful they will have (o
be rounded out by the whole Movement,
How one transforms physics In a
Westinghouse plant from labor into work,
I don’t kmow; mor do I kmow how to
organize Westinghouse physiclsts into a
syndicate, Both are up to the physicists,

To state the fssue againt 1 am not
argulng for more “radieals in the
professions®, To the extent that there are
many true professionals sHll around,
there i85 no inherent reason for them
to be revolutionaries, We should address
those people—from professors to skilled
factory workers—/{for whom the guestions
of meaning in work and personal
integration are Increasingly pressing.
Some students will leave school to
organize for worker's control on the old

sicH, and don't intend to get sick. In the

reason to expect. violence or to provoke
it. As somecne at Hdrnsey told us: *Why,
if the Government cut off the power to
got us out of the bullding, It would be
a national scandal!®

Also, the poton of organizing in the
American sense does nol seem to have
been grasped. Thus, leafleting plant gates
is called organizing by the student
Left. And the student syndiecalists fear
a one-man, one-vole system In the
'I.I.I!lmlu}' because u*:f 'Illlﬂli lose®,
Neither group seemed to have any Idea
of changing the conseiowsness of someone
who has not yet been convinced,

DENTS

workers in political talk that In fact
cuts across old political lines—parties,
race, ef celera—and across old trade
union lines as well; prepares, from lis
own particular kmowledge and through
its own particular strategy, for workers"
control. Similar syndicates can be set up
wherever the New Working Class is to be
found, within Genera! Motors and inside
the UAW, The syndiceles can functiom
as caucuses on the line, in the aoffice,
and within the old unions. (Many in the

assembly line, But we must face the faci old unions are more than ready (o talk

that most will not. They must, 1 think,
create at least that Movement for a
Democratic Society, not @as a
conglomeration of ®adults® embarrassed
in the presence of “students®, but as
a federatlon of new workers' syndicates.
In a hospital | lmow there are radicals
laboring as jamitors, nurses, cafsteria
workers, and computer operators. What
is needed is that they organize themselves
into a syndicate that doss several things:
glves them a sense of the worlplace
as a totality, and of their roles—and
potential roles—in 1t Involves other

about workers® control.)
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SEGAL IN JAIL

] -
words of Mark Twaln *ThHe accounts

of my death have been greatly
exaggerated,”
I lve in what they call the Prison

Camp which  is where they house the
cons they send here to help administer
the hospital. There are now a hundred
and soventy-five guys in the PC, and
about half of it s made up of draft
cases—mostly Jehovah's Witnesses, but
also 8 small handful of Black Muslims,
several COs, and me—the only PO
{political objector) in the house....l have
beon working now for abowt a month as
the clerk in, of all places, the Protestant
Chaplain's office....] am stlll reading
like a fiend and have been combing the.
library with a fine tooth comb. Have
found some interesting things Like a novel
on the Shay’s Hebellion, a book on
Revolution and Counter Hevolution in
Spain, and many others. What with this
reading material and a chance to continue
to think od some of the polideal
problems;, I have also been doing some
theoretical practical work. Lots of new
ideas floating in my head, and would lke
1o talk to you about some of them.

Give my love to everyone and tell them
2ll that I think about them and worry too,
And would lke to stay in ar closse touch
as possible,

Hasta la victoria siempre

Jeff Segal
S689-PCS

syndicalism, but have few links to If;
they understand the idea of organizing,

but have little esxperience. This group
does have weak links with the Hornsay
git-in amd links with a neighborhood

organizing project in Notting Hill Gate
in London.

It should be noted that each of these
grogps {8 Involved in efforts directed

occur and a New Left synthesis, In action
as well as in theory, can take place,

CON'T

But I do know that capitalism will not be
overthrown by revolutionaries whose
lives are only half-political, who are at

gssence of capitalism, and to strangle it
in its own back rooms.

power. It must If it i not to
mired in perpetual protest. But the
seizure of power ls much easfer to think
about if it is seen, not as a
some nameless dark chasm, but as
logical culmination of forces
kistorically—in motion. The
not (and camnot) be rigid and stifling.
Mor should it be even more mysterious
than that of lberals. 1 will, for the
prosent, sel my sights on & revolutionary
general wsirike of syndicates and
radicalized trade omions; but that's my
thing. What I think we must—again—

]
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ITALY

As in Germany, the movement In Italy
grew «oul of a combination of discontent
with the umiversity amd concern for the
problems of the Thind World, The
struggles In the Third World inltially
affected only the already-politicized
students, giving them & new sense of
urgency and & new militant style. From
Cuevara they learned thelr lessons—
*two, three, many Vietmams" and “the
duty of a revolutiopary Is o meke a
revolotion®, The Vietnamese struggle
alse helped wonn them fram any lingering
atiachment e refuormist [alian
Communist Party (PCIL, While the
studonts wers proclaiming  solidarity
with the NLF, the PC1 adhered to the
*peace in Vietnam® line.

Meanwhile, the dizecontent with the
university  had been  smoldering.
Economic pressures and bering lectures
kept most students away from the
university except for exams. This is
fortumate, sioce wniversity facilites
could sof accommiodate the Increasing
number of ‘enrolled stodents if they
r that their tralnlng is
most  available jobs,

1L 5 i
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newly-hired gradustes. For several

years p.rnvmding 1967 the national studont
union had pressured for reforms in the
university, but even when s actions
were militant it remained a bureauecratic
organization, trying {o mobilize stodentc
by calls from above, without discussion
or [nlitlative from the stodents, Mosi
students wers (otally spathetic foward
the student union and ity activities.

In Turin, in November 1967, militants
decided that the time had come to lgnore
the student union and go directly to tho
students. A meeting of the faculty over
a proposal Lo bulld a new campus outside
Turin was the occasion. When a petition
to this faculty meeting was Ignored, the
students declded frst to disrupt the
mesating, and eventually to occupy the
university, This first occupation lasted
a month, and was followed by further
oceupations which  have kept  the
university closed for aimost the entire
winter and spring. The movement spread
rapidly. In Florence, In January,
demonstrations over unlversity problams
were brutally disrupted by the police.
A sympathy demonstration in Rome led to
the oecupation of several faculties of the
university there. Throughout the spring
direct action escalated, creating a mass
student movemenl, especially in Turin,
Rome, and Pisa. The actions included
demonstrations on  Vietnam, solidarity
demaonstrations  with the French and
Germans, and demonstrations on losal
iniversity probloms.

The ltalian student= are careful to
Justity their strugple in the university
in terms of a wider struggle. “What dogs
the university teach?® they ask., *To
command and to obev.®™ The unlversity
divides the stodent body Into a tiny alite
{who will command} and a mass of
highly-skilled workers (who will obey),
For both kinds of students, the university
role is not to teach skills, but to instill
the authoritarian amd hierarchical
idmlug;r inherent in capitalism. They say
that the umiversity is a “class
Institution®. That is, s primary
function is the reproduction of eclass
society. It follows, In their argpument,
that the struggle for university ceforms
Is ltsell ani™capltallst, as longas these
reforms challenge the university's role

in re-creating the class system. The
Itallans see the University as only one
of the Institutions that must be attacked,
and even then, only in the mechanisms
through which it preserves class
structure, such as examinations (which
channel the student into either the elite
ar the upper-level working elage) Troe
revolufionary change must  occur
throughowt the entire society, with the
industrial workers playing the leading
role, thoy halieve. But at this stage
students are seen as having the special
role of theoreticians and organizers.
Within the university, they have the
possibility nof of creating. a now
university, but only of "demvstifying"
the old.

As tr relatfons with the workers: the
students face a working class organized
into reformist parties and wnions, despliz
the verbal class-consclousness of these
organizations. (Note: The Communists'
adoption of CGramsecl leads the sthudents
to see (Gramscl"s thought a5 reformist.
In particular, the ideas he developed
toward the end of his Iife seem to lead
direetly to o strategy of working within
the system,) Already worried that student
mmhm:ft 'n'ﬂl spl]l aver ta thﬂ factories,

|-'-'-|.-1—

Intamcﬁml wlth the workers ﬂmmswlwa.
not just relstioms with the union leaders,
In denling with workers, they try to
attack the authoritarian and buresucratic
union  structure without threatening the
union itssll as n protective working-class
arganization. Practical attempts to baoild
relationships with the workers are still
primitive, bt far from discournging.
In Rome, students are developing rontacts
with younger workers and with aniversity
personnel. The studenls have Hitle
interest In white-enllar workers or in
organizing people where they live,

The style of the ltalian movement is
anti-authoritarian, but not anarchist.
The structupe of whit they call *the
Movement® is loose and geared to action.
At various times, various divisions imto
commissions have been made. In Roma
there are now commissions on the
university, on relations with high-school
students, and on relations with workers.
But decision-making rests entirely in the
general assemblies of the Movements
All the bureaucratic trappings of
existing parties are avolded—leaders,
committees, membership. However, as
the Movement grows, the need grows
for an office, o newspaper with some
continuity and with power to make its
own editorial decisions, el cetera, and
some loose struclure may develop.
Degpite the antl-austhoritarian formal
structure, the Uallan movement is far
from practicing internal participatory
democracy. General mesetings tend to
feature series of lengthy speeches, with
little or mo exchange from the floor.
Mechanisme for docponing the
politicization of the “mass" of the
students who bhave been awakened by
direct action hive nol been developed,
although the need for them is felt.

The culiural elements familiar to the
American movement are almost entirely
absent (at least in Home and Turin—
Florence and Venice may be exceptions
to this discussion) There is no youth
sub-culture or hippy movement. The
intenially of activity in the spring months
has led to muoch camaraderie, but not
to a markedly new life style, People
doseribsd radicalization as entirely a
moral and intellectual process;, without

by John & Borbara Enrenreich

terms such as

using psyehalogical
2y lenation™. Similarly, although they sce
all institutions of sociely as relevant
to attack (an understanding they claim

derives from the Chinese ecultural
rovolution), cultural institutions are,
in fact, not on thelr lisi. Thus the provo
actlons taken by a group of artists at the
Veniee Rieonale were dismissed &s
trivial by the HRomans: artists should
work directly for the Movement or not
at all, The Itallan students have done
little by way of analysis of the role of
culture as a mechanism of social control.
Marcuse's Influence Iz more talked about
by the bourgecis press than felt by the
students. All forms of psychologleal and
sociological represslon are summed up
as "mystifications®™. That Is, they are
noeither analyzed nor considered
interesting; It is merely assumed that
they: somehow refllect and hide the class
structure of the society.

Finally, direct action is seen less as
& meehanism (or attalnlng any particular
end than as . mechaniam for exposing
the latent violence of the society (an idea
which they may have pleked Up from the
Germian  SDN, which has been wvery
influential on the ltalians), The actual
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as well as in # "1"‘ direct action
exposed m;:tmugt riulm E¥en more
elearly than the students cxpecled, snd
they nre now looking for forms of aotion
which do not guarantee womnds and fall
terms.

After the heady daye of the spring,
the [talinn movement is now in a state
of retrenchment,. Much of its style is
&till 3 militent reaction (o the reformism
and parliamentarism of the Communist
Party {and to & lesser cxtent of the
Soefalist Party of Proletarinn Unity—
*PSIUP*). Now they must pass [rom
rejection (o development of alternative
form=s of action. The students necded
little practical analysis and little subtloty
of strategy for their struggle in the
university, and they are little prepared
tn  carry their strugele bevond the
university doors. Ewven within the
university, their following is exhausted
by the strequous spring, and the
Movement faces the need to consolidate
its strength. It may provide some
perspective on both the French asnd the
Ttalisn movemenl 0 guess that in many
respects the [talians are now where the
French might be had not the workers
joined in in France.

ENGLAND

The English student Left is split into
three maln tendencles, none of which
corresponds fully (o what we would eall
a “New Left® in other countries. Nono
has, as of vet, succeeded In mobilizing
any substantial student movermont.

First there are the pure student-power
people, typified by the students who
occupled Hormsey College of Art In
Northern London  this  spring. The
oceupation began after a profest over
fairly trivial student complaints, but It
rapidly escalated Into a wholesale attack
on the traditionsl wayvs of teaching art,
entrance requirements, - examinations,
the creatlon of narrow specialists by
a rigid curriculum, et cetera. Radieal
in Its syndicalist critigue of the art
schools and In its demands for student
power, it serupulousiy elear of *politics®
and more=or-less clear of the organized
student Left. The Hornsey students saw

these issues as divisive, pzsentially
because—and It took us awhile to
reallze the full (mplications of this—1they
belicved they could win, The reforms
they were asking for seem=d to them
to be in line with  official reform
proposals, so why alienate support from
oulslde by tacking on irrelevant 1ssuss?
Student-power  demands,  direct-action
tactics, dnd the endless talk abput
community (the Lopdon papers called it
the *talkv-talky revolution) eharacterine
the Hornsey militants. Although the talk
drifted constantly toward  political
analysis, il shied from extensive links
to external political programs or issues,
Outside of Hornsey, student-power
militance emerged In numerogs other
art schools and polytechnic institutes
around England this spring.

Second, there is a group which we will
eall “pure: stadent Leftists®. This
tendency 15 ceplered in the International
Spclalist groups outside the unfversitics
and in many of the zocialist clubs inthe
universities, Unl reladively recently,
these gromps were: not interested in
either stidont lssues or studenis as 3@
mass base, Their (sgues wore Vietnam,
ruciim. wnrhinﬂ-u.:las-'- ih.lm.. standard=
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by a&dlng mﬂmt power to their
programs, but it still sounds like an
ofterthought; As far s they are
concemmed, stodents are valuable as
apents  for actlvating workers, and
stodent issuss as ‘such are bazically
bourgoeois.

Although these “pure Leftists® were
leading spirits In the oceupation of the
London School of Economics last yvear
over student-power issues, some of them
now, feel a little embarrassed over that
event—as if they went too far. They have
contempt for the occupiers of Hornsey
gsince the Hornsey demands are
“fon-political®. This attitude may reflect
their own fallure to gain adherents &t
Hornsey, which, however *non-political®,
had obvious  politieal possibilities,
In style as well as theory, the pure
Leftists differ radically from the
student-power types. They have Hitle
interest in “community™, and Ittle faith
in direct action. Generally they belleve
that *given the correct line, the correct
tactic will follow®. This rather limited
vision of the interaction between action
and eonsciousness takes the place of any

charncteristic New Left ideas on
copfrontation.

We beliewe that this split between the
groups  Involved in  poliics on

nop-university Izsues and the  proups
involved in pure student syndicalism zan
be traced to a split in the British
educational system, On the one hand,
Oxford, Cambridge, and a few other elite
institutions such as the London School
of Egonomics are the repository of the
classical, humanistic, liberal -arts
Ceontinued on Page 7)

'l—'l'Il— — e — — — — —1

II Need Money? I

| Be a sales representhtive for a
socio-politico-satirical new poster |
| line. Ideal for individusls and
Iurgnmuﬁmu Write for complete |
| poster profit kit: |

| GrROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, :

! Box 427, Wayzata, MN 55391.




