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To Mothers

By Margaret 1. Lamont

when you can take care of them.
You are eager to do the best you
can for the children you already have.
But if you and your husband are earn-
ing low wages, or if you are on slim
relief allowances, then you are always

YOU are willing to have children
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worried about where healthy, nourish-
ing food will come from; often you
worry about whether you will have a
roof over your heads next month;
sometimes you have trouble getting
shoes or warm winter coats for your
family. It may or may not surprise

L]
you* to know that the cost of keeping
a young child fed, clothed and cared
for at a decent standard of health,
recreation and education, is $7.50 a
week or a little more. Most pay en-
velopes and relief allowances do mot
provide for even this modest standard
for child life.

Often you feel tired, discouraged,
too worn out with work and worry to
be a companion to your husband and
children. Your husband,: too, is
anxious and unhappy. Sometimes you
wish that you could put off having an-
other child until you are able to take
care of it properly, until your family
is on its feet again.

You can put off having another
baby. By using good, scientific meth-
ods of birth control, with no harm to
yourself or to your husband, you can
have your children when you want
them. It is fairer to children, too,
no: to have them too close together.
You know from what you have seen
yourself how often young babies die
when they are born into homes where
there is not enough food or clothing
for the children already there, and
and where the mother has not time or
money to take the right kind of care
of herself.

Not an Operation

Birth control is not an overation.
Birth control is not the same thing as
abortion. Birth control means pre-
venting the conception of a baby at
one time so that it may be allowed to
to come into life at another time when
you and your husband want it. The
use of birth control methods needs a
little common sense, but it is quite
simple, and can be learned by anyone
who is willing to be careful and
patient.

The use of scientific birth control is
moral when it has as its result the
spacing of children in a home, so that
the health of the mother is made better
and the health and happiness of the
home increased. The truly religious
woman is right and moral in saying:

“l want to have as many children
as we can keep alive and take care of,
but no more than we can care for,”
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and safest methods. You should go to
a good doctor, to a hospital, or to a
birth control clinic for advice. For
information inquire at Margaret San-
ger's Motherhood Advice Bureau, 17
West 16th Street, New York City. In
places where there are no clinics to
give safe information cheaply or free,
women who want to know about birth
control should insist that city, county,
or state public health authorities give
them the information. Women have a
right to this information.

Women and their husbands also
have a right to work, to better living
conditions and wages so they can take
care of their families. But now, with
part-time jobs, or no jobs, with low
wages or relief, many families are in
a tight place. The mothers in these
families need a rest from child-bearing
that comes too often, so that they will
have strength to bring up the children
they already have, and so that they
can work for and help their men work

| for better living conditions and a bet-
| ter chance in life in the future for all
- who are now wretched and without
hope.

| Published and distributed by the Na-

| tional Committee on Federal Legisla-
tion for Birth Control, Inc., Margaret
Sanger, President, 1343 H Street,
N.W., Washington, D.,C.

Write for additional copies of this
leaflet and for other printed material
about the birth control movement
It will be sent to you free of charge
by writing to the address given here.
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the District of Columbia.”

A

H. R. 5600

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of ‘the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That sections 211, 245,
and 812 of the CRIMINAL CODE, as amended, are each amended by
adding at the end thereof the following:

“The provisions of this section shall not be construed to apply to any
book or information relating to the prevention of conception, or article,
appliance, substance, drug, medicine, or thing designed, adapted, or
intended solely for the prevention of concepticn (1) for use by any phy-
sician legally licensed to practice medicine in any State, Territory, or
the District of Columbia, or by his direction or prescription; (2) for use
by any druggist in filling any prescription of a licensed physician; (3)
for use by any medical college legally chartered under the laws of any
State, Territory, or the District of Columbia; or (4) for use by any
hospital or clinic or governmental agency chartered under the laws of
the United States, or licensed under the laws of any State, Territory, or

Bill

This Bill has been introduced into the Senate also where it is known as
S. 600. Copies of H.R. 5600 will be sent free on request. Address the National
Committee om Federal Legislation for Birth Control, Inc., 1343 H Street, N.-W.,

Washington, D. C.

The Fight Starts For
Legal, Free Clinics

Y | HAT do you women talk
about when you get to-
gether ?” husbands will say.

Many of us have laughed with them
at this. But it is true that when
women are so desperate for knowledge
and help that their natural shyness is
lost, they may indeed talk to one an-
other occasionally, in an effort to find
out how to prevent incessant child-
bearing. !

Right here in New York City where
birth control clinics are legal, a young
girl about to marry, was h saying
that she thought the best method of
not having too many children was not
to have relations with her husband ex-
cept for the purpose of having chil-
dren. e was quite right in fearing
aborti but knew absolutely nothing
about birth control.

There are advertisements in maga-
zines and papers for expensive medi-
cines which hint that they prevent con-
ception or bring on menstruation.
These are either utterly useless or
definitely dangerous to life itself.

The information and supplies neces-
sary to the health and well-being of
women and their families must be
made legally available to all and must
be given free by the Public Health
Authorities.

The WORKING WOMAN lends its full
support to the movement started by
Margaret Sanger for legal birth con-
trol clinics throughout the United
States. We support the Bill H.R. 5600.

It is not generally known, that even
now, there are 280 such clinics legally
operated in different states.

“How strange!” you will say. It is,
indeed strange. The Federal (or Na-
tional) Laws do not agree with the
State Laws, and the birth control or-
ganizations are forbidden to tell you
by mail, that there may be a legal
clinic operating within walking dis-
tance of your home, where the charge
is low for workers and the informa-
tion may be had free for those on
relief. In fact, in New York, if you
open the telephone book to the right
place by chance, you will see their
name and number, legally listed.



The Bill, HR. 5600 will adjust the
Federal Laws so that they will agree
with State Laws. The WoORKING
WOMAN and other publications which
go through the mails, may not tell you
where to go nor what to do, because
the Federal authorities would ban our
magazine from the mails and take
away our right to mail in the future.
Yet, in the following states it is al-
ready legal to give birth control in-
formation:

Alabama Oklahoma
Arkansas Oregon
Delaware Rhode Island
Florida South Carolina
Georgia South Dakota
Illinois Tennessee
Kentucky Texas
Maryland Utah

New Hampshire Vermont

New Mexico Virginia
North Carolina West Virginia
North Dakota Wisconsin

It is necessary to stress that birth
control does not mean abortions (oper-
ations). It means simple methods of
preventing conception. Women who
write to the American Birth Control
League, 515 Madison Avenue, New

York City, will be sent free literature:

about their work.

We must remember that winning the
legal right to send and receive birth
control information will not mean the
end of unemployment, low wages and
poverty and will not prevent war. It
will be of great help, though, to wom-
en who work and wives of workers.

Women and men should work together
to fight the coming of fascism which
brings war in its train.

Support H.R. 5600

Women'’s Trade Union Auxiliaries in
particular, should start a movement
to get city, county and state govern-
ments to open free birth control clinics.
This is the next move, particularly in
those states where the legal right to
such clinics has been won, but where it
is left to birth control organizations
to get inadequate, private donations
for their public work. Birth control
clinics should be part of the health
programs of local governments, but
workers and small business people and
home owners should not be taxed for
the purpose.

Millions of factory and white-collar
workers and workers’ wives, may not
now be told publicly what concerns
them so deeply, on account of Federal
Postal Laws passed in 1873, which
class birth control with obscenity.

Doctors who may legally give advice
in their states, have to “bootleg” their
contraceptive supplies and information
for their patients. It is this ridicu-
lous situation that H.R. 5600 would
amend, says Margaret Sanger.

Only poor women are suffering. Any
woman with the funds to pay a doctor
may have correct, scientific inform-
ation.

Over 15,000 women die in the United
States each year from having opera-
tions performed by quacks and mid-

wives who are not competent. Many,
many others are left with internal dis-
orders from unscientific ,Qrk. which
may indeed prevent them from r
having children again and may
them into helpless invalids at an
age, when all life is before them.

All women’s organizations m
reached with this message.
unions, mass organizations, social{ and
other clubs. Women must bring pres-
sure to bear om their local Congres-
sional representatives to support| and
vote for H.R. 5600.

Conferences must then be arr
to take up this subject exclusively and
then lend their weight to press for en-
actment of H.R. 5600. It is so vitally
important a measure that the response
to your activity will be large.

NOTICE
TO OUR READERS

The Editorial Committee has decided
to improve the WORKING WOMAN
vitally in the next few ‘months. In
order to conserve our forces for the
change a four-page folder will be sent
to subscribers only, for a short period.

Plans include a larger size, more
stories, more pictures and a new title
for the magazine that will have a more
popular appeal.

Readers are cordially invited to send
in suggestions on all these points. Ask
your friends what they think, too,

Funds are needed to effect a change.
Donations are called for.
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A Thousand New Members

's Councils are celebrat-
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% work this month. Let us now re-
view what we have accomplished and
so.make clear the role of our organ-
ization in the labor movement.

The beginning of our organization
was when a small group of house-
wives led struggles against the high
cost of living. From the first years of
our existence we can record splendid
work. We have helped the Passaic and
Paterson strikers in the textile indus-
try, the coal miners in Pennsylvania,
textile workers in the South, and the
needle trades workers in New York.
At first we functioned as a relief or-
ganization in strikes.

Organized Action Lowers Prices

In the past five years we have grown
numerically with thousands of house-
wives as active members. The Coun-
cils have played an important role-in
strikes against high rent and high
bread prices. The recent strike against
high meat prices proved to the house-
wives that when they are organized
they can bring prices down. At our
last annual conference we worked out
a better plan for organizing women
against the high cost of living, against
sales taxes and against war and
fascism.

Must Reach Further

We have 65 Councils in Greater
New York with a membership of 5,000.
However, we have yet to reach the
broad masses of housewives, and Ne-
gro women, who are the most ex-
ploited, and are as yet only represented
in small numbers in the Councils. It
is our task to reach out to womep in

The Working Woman
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By Dora Rich

churches, synagogues, trade union
auxiliaries and other women’s or-
ganizations.

Housewives Become Leaders

At this time, it is in place to re-
mark on the great advance in our
educational work. The leadership de-
veloped and grew out of the growth
of our organization, All lectures, dis-
cussions and classes for our function-
ariespare being conducted by our own
members. The Women’s Councils has
succeeded in developing a modern, in-
telligent working class housewife, a
leader of organized housewives.

Our achievements should inspire us
to further work. This year’s mem-
bership drive must be made a great
step forward in our history and is of
vital importance.

Redoubled Effort Needed

The constant rise in the cost of liv-
ing; the feverish preparations for an-
other world slaughter; the present war
of Italy on Ethiopia which has already
destroyed thousands of lives; the
steady growth of fascism with its
poisonous propaganda—all these con-
ditions should stimulate us in our cam-
paign to draw in many more thousands
of women.

The quota of 1,000 new members by
January 15, can be tripled by the
whole-hearted effort of each member

r---- - -

BIRTH OONTROL, Inc.
1343 H Street, N. W
Please be advised that

Name (of orgamization)
Address

Mails and Common Carriers.
Address
Date

New York, Y.)

Approximate -c-bcrsbt) (men and m)
endorsed H.R. 5600, s Bill to secure an amendment to exem
physicians, hospitals, clinics and government agencies, from
Federal laws which now exclude, without exception, supplies
medical literature relating to birth control from the United States

we now have. We must pledge to
bring in at least one new member
each. Let us greet the 12th anniver-
sary of the Women’s Councils with
hundreds of new recruits. (
We urge all who feel that our pro-

gram is of importance to them, to
celebrate with us and become mem-
bers of this huge family of organized
women and help us to further our
work. We are working toward closer
cooperation with other women's organ-
izations in all states in order to carry
on our work throughout the nation.

Join the Councils

With the help of every friend ana
member, the Women’s Councils will
be able to build a huge organization
of women that will lead successful
struggles against the high cost of liv-
ing and organize the housewife against
the growing menace of war and fas-
cism.

Let our slogans be:

Housewives join our organization;
Build a Council in your territory.

Note:—As a member of the Central
Ezecutive Committee of the United
Councils of Working Class Women,
Miss Rich brings a message that
should be of interest to all howse-
wives, whether they are wmembers
or not. AUl who are interested in
finding out how to start a Couneil in
their city or territory should write for
information to the Women's Councils,
799 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL LEGISLATION FOR
-» Room 1204, Washington, D. C.

City, State.

and

City, State

Name (of executive officer) . :
(This co.po- ”blubod by THE WORKING WOMAN, 50 East lhh ’trou,
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