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GANDID INTERVIEV WITH DOs swros e% L8

(The following is an intervi.ew .given by Mu‘cellno doa Santos,
Vice<President of FRELIMO, to members. of the German Volunteer Sere
vite in Tanzanid, It appeared 1n r.ha Sunday News, ‘l‘amnta. cf
December 6, 1970.) ° il .

Qi M. Dos Samtos, Presldent Kaundd of ZAnLI.a aa!.d at the QAU Cons
fetence in Addis Ababa: Black Africa "is ready to assist" Portugal
in settl the problem of its African territories, He continued:

"Africa is ready to negoti.ate“ and. "We are ready to ‘accept Portugal

as'a friend," but unless, there was a positive response from Lisbom,
"there can be no friendshipiat nll.'.'t ‘Does FRELIMO agree with
President Kaunda in thése. iti
A, Yes, we agree with President Kauuda, and the' babic condition
for us to talk with Portugal is Portugal must r?eogazl.ze ﬁolmly
and formally our right to ipdependence,’ We don't even want to ace
cept the idea that it is enough’ when the colonial power accepts .
§M principal of self»deteminat!.oﬁ’. because sometimes this is &
ust a way of manoevering, = ° . , :

Q, For vhat reason did you jatn !‘RELIH)? BT
Ay ! Jo:lne& FRELIMO the way im whi ¢h most peoch jo:lped. m:eu
FRELIMO was borm in 1962, we were all me ‘or less membets of thn :
organisations which éxisted before FRELIMO, and we decided to qm
bine all of these, This was a moment in wi'ﬂ.ch the Mosmbigan
Me united themselves completely, FRELIMO is a @hity between oﬂ-
ces f{om inside Mozambique who were working until then unda:aroua‘.
atid the forces outside, To join FRELIMO wag just d cotitinuation
in the development of the struggle against Portuguese colmu.alim,

Q. FRELIMO is among the liberation mmnts which w111 3e£ supo
port from .the-World Council of Churches and.from the Germsn Fried
rich Ebert Foundation, Will FRELIMO agcept, this: halp, lnd wha} i].l
she use that money for? ;

A. Ve must, distinguish between aid given by r.he World Counci.l ef
Churches and the German Friedrich Ebert Foundation, .As far as help:
from the World ‘Gouncil of Churchés is concerned, we are ready to
accept this, In fact, we already have received money which will be
used in the .fields of educationm, hédlth, etc,, and we are very

i 0 5

thankful to them, The matter.is different. as far. as W-n EAPOR oo -

from the German Friedrich Ebé¥t Founditioh is.co
Foundation is sponsored by thé German Government, and at: the pre=,
sent we do not feel ready to accept ‘help fraﬂ them chamened Q
through this. organisation, =

As long as the Germsn Govqrnmnt: suppli.es arms d:lrectly aud :ln-.
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directly through Nato to Portugal, we canuot accept this help,
There is also the problem of Cabora Bassa, The German Government
says it isn't possible to stop the companies from participating in
this project., Suppgse the statecment of the German Government 15
right, How do we interpvet these relatioms to them? i

Frankly. we consider the ‘German Government of Mr, Willy Braudt -
is giving Pertugal the accecsary means to kill us and gt the same
time trying to give us the nucessary means for buyiug coffins,

O R Y O

Q. Did you and youx acﬂ?&des oX FRELIMO recoqaidet all possibili =
ties of ngn-yia;eut.reaistance before you: started the armed struggle
against the Portuguece? = .| A
A, When wg started our. liberrt*on activities I 1“50, we didn t ~
know that we would come to & guervilla war, It was.only from our
experience of massacres we had suffered which forced us to change
our strategy, It.was Siravon In the south in the sugar cane, It

- was Mueda, whidch:is vexy well kuowi, In 1960 aboug 600 people were

killed here by the Portuguése whien they asked for land, We were
forced to either choose death passively;, or o take up arms. )

¥ o

Q. Mr, Dos Santos. Rhodesianmeets half her comsumption of cgude
oil by pipeline from.Beiray and the yail iink to Rhodesia . is also
essential for the Smith rogime, Sopth Africa went as far'as to'
guarantee 4?55% of the seasbprpe traffic for the industries on the
Witswatersrand be.-clpdred via Lp*enco Marqués. South Africa and
Rhodesia i1l be ithe pain consumers of. the electricity generated

by Cabora_Bassa. With whose help doeaaFRELIMO want to oppose this
constellation of power?:

A. I would gay,. for example, with the heip of the German people,
and also other-people in the world; especially with the help of the
people of the Hegtern countries, The outcome of the Rome Conference
justifies our hope. Unanimity of the people of the Western countries
will help the people ir the Portuguese colonies, and in particular
FRELIMO, gnabling us o canry out our programme of liberation,

It will also help us with the action zgainst the support their
govermments are giving to Portugal, I mentioned German people in
the first place becauvse ycu are German, You must certainly realise
how important the help is whigh '7¢ reéceive from our African brothers,
especially from. Tanzaﬂ 3 and Zembia, which assisted us wight from
the beginning of our wovement. :The help received from them is the
very needed baqic halps . Fgou the beginning we have also received
help from the gouialist countrizs; malinly from China, the Sovief -
Union, Bulgar{a. Czechoslovazicia, and Yugeslavia, All the weapond
we use come {rom these countries, Help is even received from Latin™
America and inside Pergugal, Ue have the support of the people of
the world, and therefore we will win, Ve know we will win,

s e () - ’

Q. How do you see the Guinean issue from you point of view? Will
it affect vour struggle; and if so, in what way?
A, Yes, because it clearly shows the aggression of Portugal, even
though it wasn't Portugal alone who invaded Guinea, This will suzely
be a very big lesson for our ememies and others. We proved that
when we are really organised, nobody can invade our country, At the
same time, I think, and .7 am speaking particularly to our friends
in‘Africa = our African brothers = that this lesson shows. the Afri-
cans that it is their duty to help substantially the liberation
movements which are a very important task:now,
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l'iﬂ. So far, the Portuguese and South African troops seem: to have suce
”casfully guarded the project of Cabora BﬁSSﬂ. wWill they also do so

in the future? A "
A, You remember, we decided at the second conference 1n 1900 thag
the Cabora Bassa Dam would never be built, We kinow that some warks
have already started, but this doesn't mean that Portugal and South
Africa are able to guard Cabora Brssa, We will be able to destyroy
this project, but first we must fulfil some conditions before we’
can begin the final deciding coup.

Q. Do you have more examples of the economic engagement of Nato
states besides Cabora Bassa?

A, Yes, there is that big monster Gulf 0il, an Anerican enterprise.
in Mozambique, there are French companies, and Japnese companies;’
although Japan doesn't belong to Nato, it does belong to the same
constellation of countries, From West Germany there is Krupp imn
Angola, There are companies seeking for oil, and I was told there
are also agriculture projects, e can say that the foreign in-
vestments have increased since the beginning of the war,

Q. Investments are generally meant for the economic wellebeing of
the people, In what way does the African population participate in
the foreign investment of the ‘Portuguese colonies?

A, There are no investments which now benefit the Mozambican people,
The Mozambican people do work at these foreign. companies, but for .
vhat money, They receive 1500 escudos = 50 U,S, dollars - annually,’
How does that benefit the Mozanbican people?

Qs Do you have proof of military assistance given by Nato stltes.
especially Western Germany, to Portugal for aiding her warfare 1n
Africa? -
Ay Yes, we have an enormous list of the kind of help that westerpn
countries have given, Do you want to hear something? For heaviey
weapons, the Pgrtuguese army is cimpletely dependent on supplies
from Nato allies, They have obtained a great number of "AMIH" 607
Panhards from France, which arrived in the colonies in 1966, The
artillery in mainly obsolete British and West German types. But in
196C the USA is thought to have supplied a great number of 155 mm
guns, M4l and %47 tanks were supplied secretly by West Germany,
Jeeps and unimogs are delivered by Britain, USA and West Germany,
At present, G=-3 guns (Nato type) are.manufactured in Braco da Prata
(Portugal) under license of lest Germany at a rate of 160 per day,
1965-66 20 Douglas B=26 bombers received from USA, 1966 40

- Pighters G~91 Nato type R4 supplied by West Germamy and extensively

used in the colonies; 1967 60 F36K Sabre Jet Fighters supplied by
West Germany,

. During the 19G0s, 110 Dornier DO 27 (the last 20 were in 1969)
were recelved from West Germany, They often carry rockets under
their wings, The West German shipyards of Blohm and Voss are con=
structing three 1400 ton warships for 40 million US dollars, The
Portuguese have already openly declared that these will be used in
the colonies, g~ LR
Q. Nato states supply arms to partner states for exclusive use withe
in the organisation, By what means can these states prevent Portugal
from using those arms in Africal
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A, Until today there wexe no means since -these countries ~Qu1d
only control the use of the weapons by interfecring in internal af=

'”fairs. JHowever, these:.states have to.be responqible for their wea=

' pons,- The only way to:prevent Portugal from ysing Qhese weapons in

}Africa is to give no weapons to POrtugal at ali,

“§Q¢ " Don't: ybu -hink Portuﬂai will.be.able to keep her positions in
“Africa even without Neto help,- purely by support. fyom the ”unholy
alliance vwith Rhodesia. and, South Africa?

A, Noi = This is®impossible since South Africa and Rhodesia are also
asking these same Nato states for the necessary weapons,.

Qo e DOs ‘Santos, after the Rome Conference, you were given a spé-
cial audience by the Pope, Did the Pope in any way criticise the
méthods of- Fortuguese ruling in Africa?

“'The"Fope did noi condemn-Portugal, but he did say, 'We are with
those wh y'are fighting for freedom and independence in Africa,”
_‘You must realise the significance of the fact that the Pope received
“us as-:he 1eade“s of liberation mﬁvemnnts fighting with arms against
Port‘ugél L ~Ed ] S g | , SR Sra
Q. How do you imagine & Iiberated liozambique? 1Is there any state
'which “already has or seems 2 be about to realise your political

“' and social "deéam!'?

A}

.

f.

_pressed-by the evo;utian Qg;&anzanigs

_ A, Uhat we imagine for szambique is not: complete yet in all’ detailso
" We want a free country, we want a countyy in which everyone is appre-
ciata& 2s & human being, and able to face the realities ¢f modern,
industrialised life, even if he comes, from an agrarian calonigl 'so-
ciety¢ We want a country where no exploitation of men by men exists,
and where we can destine ourselves, In this way, we are really ime

NEWS FLASH #* * * NEWS FLASH ® x ok NEWS FLASH * % * NEWS FLASH

U.S. CLEARS SALE JF.707s TO. PB«TUG&L

The U.S, hes appy rcved the sale of £wo Boeing-?O?s to. ‘the’ Portuguese
government:, *he first tramsaction of its kind since the ;mposition in
1961 of a partial awms emBargo to Portugal, qu long=range. planes are
‘of little usz ‘nside Portugal and it is believed that the plénes will
'see service ro and from the Afrs_an territories, The article in London's
. Daily Tel, of January 13 cites the opinion of militgvy observers that one.
« purpose of the planes will be to ferry soldiers home on leave gquickly,
thus improving morale among the 150,000 troops in Africa. Senator Case,
RyN,J., 1as demanded details of the sale of the planes, from aecretary
of  State Rogers,
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