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A JOURIIAL O3 DiHOCRATIO

1 o 0" In
LIBERATION DISOUSITON,

Noe 1. 1) ¢ brlh'lz_'l? L 953 .

CHILIREN (W ZIFE _SLORM,
UPseoticc without theory is blim
Woory vithout nroectice is sterilel,

The firs$ iosue of "Liberation" makes 1tas appecarance of
o time of profourd world crisig, The firat half of the twen-—
ticth century hos been morled by -~ dizzy occoloration in the
rase of acientifie discevery and technicol advamce, Monls
stature has been roised, his horizons boundlessly ﬂ?..‘]p-."!ﬂ(lﬂﬂ.
Yet, for thc most pnrt, social ond cmonomio systems have nob
lent poce with wants cver-inecreasing conquests over nature,

The overvhelming majority of monlkind a4ill lives in
grinding poverty,ignorance and discosogsubject to the blind
and uncontrollable hazords of~wiplanned cmonomy. Over sifrica
and large poerts of Lsig and America, the wanton ravages of
Ammerialism loy waste vast hunman ~al material rosources,

Oy fimes arce mericed by continuous wars and revolubions:

conflicts betweon lobour and capital sbobtween colonisers and
their viectirmgsbetween rival imperial vowers claiming the
riht" ¢ irc; Dbete irperialism itsclf and Sociali
rishy’ to cmoirej between immperialism itsclf a: ocialism,
AL1 thege upheavels. are symptoms of the modern crisis - the
consradiction bebween advanced science and antiquated forms
of social organisation, |

The groeatest single denger that teday faces hulanity is
tnt these tensions should be allowed to explode into o cata~
ciyonic werld conflicty o vost and feryible intercontinontol
wvor in viwich tho gccerets mrn hag vrested from nature will
te uged to dogtroy him, to bury his proudest achicvements and
hig gloriougs hoped, Thot is the blunt 2litermotive which tho
dovelovment and use of atomic, chomical and boacteriological
meang of wax placeh before the weonles of the worlde Vo mugt
win neree or perish,

These truthg hold for all mationg ond »l1l parts of o
world,vithout cxecption.umrnity is ono,tTodny this stotorent
is no longecr mercly .o noral or doicntifie thegis



to be preached inh churches or deboted in the lecture room,
tho in]gngr::_t ron and intcrdencndence of manlkind has become a
oentral ond vital fact of modern lifo,

Nowheore is this devclopment morc strikingly confirmed
thon in ifrica, whosc age-old scmi-isolation is vanishing 1i
the morning mist, Tlec so-czalled "Council of Turopo" finds
its solc unifying bond in the claboration of plans for the
mitual retention of cconomic ond strotegicel meastery over
African territoricsa, resources and pcoples, The United
States of Lmerica plons grecter stockniles of atom bombs to
be manufactured with uranium from the Congo, thc Rand, the
Orange Frec State, The "King's african Rifles" are scnt
from Kenya to huat guerilles in the jungles of Maluya, and
Malan sends young Duropeans to drop napalm bombs on Korcaon
villeges, And in north-west Africa, vest air, naval and
army boases ere being constructed by .merica for the oro-
joeted invasion of the soticlist stoteos of eastorn Durone,

But the doys are past when the fato of africa could be
decided in Zurevc or America without .refrroanen to the affs
and aspirations of thb-ocople in Africo itselt, The chall-
enZing ideag of frecedom and national independence That have
swent twough Asia Hove tekon deon root in this continont of
ours. From BGairo to the Cooe, from Last to West, ifrice-is
awekening:, to demend that her peovles shall toke thoir port
in the world cormunity not cs donendents, inferiors, or opawn
in the diplomotic ganmc, but as oquals ond full nartners.
ugging: end Melon are iiving in the - ast when they scok to
drive a bargain with Churchill for tne sale of Nyasalond or
Bechmanaland: they ame reckoning without the peconle, not
only of Ilyasaland and the "Protcetorotes" but also of
Rhodesia and the Union,

Zlover belore has there been such a powerful and wide-
gpread denand for frecdom anmd: equality for Lfrica, as cxists
today, n:a':‘grnﬂaad in movements for national libora'Eiun
against "federation", for sclf-govornment, and n{:ainﬂ% col~
onial rulce In the Union, this moverient hes found its mos
important reflection in tho alliocnce of tho African and
Indian Congresses for the defiance campaign.

It is, however, not sufficicnt to be determined upon
change, to be cware of the impossibility of the old order,
be brave and ready to saerifice for the future of tho poon]
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1t is nocessary also to achiove widespread clar{dy a2 tho ains
of the strugglec, the ool to be sought and the path b0 achievo
ite lionce tho ncod for political theoory, for and franlc
discussion of all the problems which arisc in the course of
the struggle, for the free exchange and clash of idocs, for

tac stcady achicvenent of o common thooreticel basis and under
standing within the movoment for frecdom,

It is to help supply this necd that "Liberation" has been
established,

We ~roc not so presumbtous as to imagine that this little
magazinoe edn in itsclf aelve all the nony end grave problenms
which fece our people, That is a task. that can only be
accomplished in the courso of the practical struggle, by those
loaders and rank-and-filers who arc narticipating in it, Our
aim is to provide a medium and & vechicle for them to clarify
their idoas and to make those goneralisations from concrete

ex»merionce which are vital if we are ko loarn and to go for-
HﬂId....

At the semo time "Liberation" will not be a journsol with—
out a policy of its own: & formless and aimless debeting forun,

Vo suvpport the world-wide movement for peace and against:
imporialisn,

lle belicve in o democratic South /frica which will imple-
nent tho principle of tihe UNO Charter: for equality of rights,
nmuman dignity and full opportunity for all without distinction
of race, sex, colour or crocd,

e are opnosed to all wvariotics of racialism or of hostil-

ity and contoippt for any group bascd upon colour, or other bio-
logicnl distinctions,

We vill give owr unqualified support to £ll positive for-
ward novencntas against onprossion and injustice such as. the
Camaign of the African National Gongress and the South
African Indien Congross,

Within tho framowork of thesc broad inﬁéﬁéna, "Liboration"
invites contributions from democrats of all s 8 of ovninion
upon natters of political, ccononic, cultural and scientific
interest.
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GERM WARFARE -- A _Porversion of Science.
by AESCULAPIUS

An internati team of scientists and lawyers who went
recently to Ghinagﬂ Korea found whot they considered to be
ample proof taat tac Americans hod been engaging in germ war-
fare against the civilian population of tihwosc countries, The
Anoricans have denied the accusation, but have refused to sign
tho undertalting already signed by .all other nations except
Japan, not to make use of this method of warfare, They have
admitbed that they are condueting research into gern warfare,
Zvon if ther have not yow ‘actunlly used this mothod, therefore,
they stand cleorly identified with it in the eyes of the world.

Tho reason why gern warfare lias beoen rcnounced all
nations oxcont America is, firstly, that it is a comolotoly
indiscriminate; uncontrollable mothod of waging war, Gorms
capnot bo trcined to attack soldicrs and leeve civilians-un-
atocs cidireny o18 seode Gan Have oo ol Host soyerel

ct aaildren, old peovnle 08d Va0 are _
%:.agth.imgo nore davage dna cowardly methpd of atsack could

Anotaer roason why gorm warfare revolts tho conscience
of ‘mankind is that it cynically abuses some of the most valuod
disgoveries of soioncoe -~ discoverics which have contributed
?rhapa more taan any otheor to the wcll-being of manitind, In
he ﬁat. each new step forward in tho stience of bLastoriology
has been a step towards human happiness, Now cach of thesc

discoveries is being monstrously porverted to a new form of
barbarism,

The discovery by Pasteur and Lister of the role playod
Eﬂgem in causing disease and infoction may be regarded as
beginning of modern medicine., It was this discovery
which thanged surgery from a desperate and perilous last re-
gort to a safe, scientific grucaau. This discovery, too,
made it tg:uaiblﬁ to tackle the canses of disease instead of

Symp |

merely toms. Now this discovory hag become the
basis of a+despicable form.of warfare, v

The discovery ot the existence of germs was, of course,

ﬂnly/-------n-t



only tw first sten, Mic next atepe was the discovery by
Zoch that goring could be caltivetod in the laborptory. Thais
won Lmortent Tor the study of germs ond metlods Qf conibating
t u.;-:-'i' and oo for thie vroduction of vaccines, Dyt todoy
Foen's metod ig uwscd to produce the ge-ns recuired for thn
nscocre odofenceless eivilians,

The nzxt fimortent advance was the discovery of chwoirienl
gubstoicos walch 811 srorms, Lamong the guabstances arc tic
Toulfu" drvge, wenicillin and all the other ambstances whic:
have done so imch.€@r the relief of human sufforimy., One
night thinic $:is discovery, at lcost, to bec safe a;ninst nis-
wse by the encmieg of nerizind, Unfortundtely, it is not,
One of the'eiffects of the confinnl use of geri<icilling drugs
is to wmroduce tougicr goerms -~ gorms which TEQHZ}LI‘G larger
doses of the drugs to kill them and even gerss waieh ore
entirely iirame, This oresents difficult problen to
nedigal resgarca, But the scicntistle difficulty is tac
crininals ooporturity, Ly earoful oreourator;y wiork with toe
life-saving drugs, tac¢ criminals are able to vroduec- gerns.
waicli"will regist trcatment with. those drugs,

Want is the exmlanation of this horrifying harversiomr of
groat: scientific discoveries?  Now and then we find con-
gcience~striclien Americans or Tnglishmen suggesting that ver-
hang science is fundamentally a bad taing., Avpalled by the
erimeg cowiitted by scientists, they begin to woader whethor
tho ronedy is not to cell a2 halt to scientific development,

These neonle do not wnderstand that scionce is merely a
metod, an instruwment which socicty uses to pursue its chosen
cads, In a socioty whose outlook and ajms are porverted, 2
socicty which reeds worfare and armaments to keep itself from
collanse, scicnce will become an instrument of terror and
dentr, Ir a healthy and forward-looking socicty, scicnce oan
clu,u:';l;f £00d., The seientist is not free to choqae what sort
of woriz ne \ill do, He must do the work which the commmnity
recaires to be done, otherwise he will starve, Tho abolition
of sueh savesory as gera warfarc can, thorefore, only come
about twrow:n the abolition of the forces-which are driving
towards wvar, If the people of the world malke it suffieilcntly
claar that the: have no use for this kind of barbearims, it
will be within their power to put a ston to it.
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RAUALITY, | AD  PICTION . Ti . SOUTL . ARiCAT . LITHUAMERY.
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Souta African writers, lile South Afriecan 'f'iDli"t:iGlE‘-"l?
and cconomista, may be divided into two cl:.aseg: 193¢ W0
live in tac world of reality and those vio live in & ﬂ.t".::“.i_l 0
"Waite Soutn Africa", A large nuwiber of white souti Llricins
belicve that thore is in Sout) Afriec o aation congisting cox-
clusively of wiwite men, This antion is in no vawr conncctod
with anyone of a differcnt colour, sove tut there oro 3cie
black wen who form part of the hostile environment in which
the notion hag to live, This attitude of nind hag rroduced
the politicians who »ratc of "the nntivs nroblea", the
econonists who divide by 2,000,000 when cclenlating South
Africa’s national income per hebd of nopulction, and the
writers for whom non-iurohcans are not liviag caoracters but
merely a baciground source of ™Mloenl @olour' .

Both “nglish cnd. Afrilnang writors arc to be found in
this category,. though the annroach of the two iga sligatly
different, lLowis Sowden, writing im Mg -(Sent, 1950),
pleaded for Southr African writinz entirely divoreed from the
colour issue, on the grounus® that "seonle in South. Africe,
waite poople at any rate can and-mostly do live livaes not
moch differcnt irem those 1ived by peovle in Turone and
Ancrica, M. Sowden aoparentl.y scos South Afrien as an
+nglish country ysteriously tronsmorted to the Southern
‘lonfsphere, Writing bosed on tais assumrtion abounds in

the colwnsg of "The Outsnen", Mot nothing worthy of sorious
discussion has nheen nroduce by this school,

Afrilmens writers do not generally go o3 for as Mr, Sowden
in ignoring the existenco of racial »roble:xs, They soc their
tesiz as the doscrintion of the Afrilaner's strugrles in on en-
'vira_:ymnt cond.sbing of vald, aniiinlsg nfTirs and Onglishnen,
Hon-luronmcan glarscters asear in the ir books in conventienal,
a:curqnt;ﬂ:neﬂ.‘ forms,  Somotimes these characters are svima-
thetic -- the fai!:hful "suod boys" who forn =art of the furai-
turoe :Ln_ﬂtne Adyllic rural setting in wiich Afri'mang writers
are do J.Qnd“ni‘ stoarting their stories, s Cells van der
Heover, in Sorner", introduces some conie coloured labourers
to heip ereato bucolic ﬂ.tinua{lhc:ru. Hore often they arc wn-
ﬁ}mma.t;m“tic = cither bloodt) rsty tribosmen or Ingolent

Spoiled" .town dwollors, Whon van dor fieever, in “Drnaﬁtn",

ponts o syrbol to enitorise the doumeosa b2 At
fenlly wvho are driven fron t.!m‘:ir Pastaral ooe Afrilzong

alien cities, he finds it in the ?ﬂﬂtura'l paradise to the
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i run over at thwe end of the bons,  With one or two cxecen-
tirons, this gort of oomroneh to the non-uro oncan in stondard
anong s Alvilguens weliters. e protasonists of thedir storiog
arae MAvilanoetn, AL other IDids of iwen are nexrt ol thwe
Soener, |

do woztizr Houvth Afriecin literature can come from the
ouboors wiose gsterting hoint o o lice White Southr Lfrice
is o mythy the onl: reoality is uh..c:,h.-nml-u‘lito South Alrica,.
The neced to faee tais reclity is rodwdly becouidny: :ore wide-
ly recognised wiony: writers, and boolks which try to dcol with
South African soclety ar 4 waole ore becousiing more coxion,

Lot 2i] of these Dboolks zre of ccunl volue, It is not
cosy to write cbout the whole of South ifriea's peovls, ho-
couce there is o waole structure of racial-borriers o .101.11"1; ad
to prevent waite nen from getting to” lomow blao cl' rnon and black
sen from getting to !lsiow white men, WMims tiae writer, be hie
wnite or bloel, inevitonly fiindsg himsclf at o disadvaatoge in
de"]J.uL-, wirtnn g oxr ot :fr.scction of his fellow men, IHanyr

writers have sought the easy way out of tnis difficulty. Tho-
casy way is te write some wiolont and bizarre story, orcferably
in o historicel: scttins~, which cncbles the writer to drawatise
the colour n@ob’en crudely without trying to probe the every-
dor- realitles of it, iilscegenation is the favourite topic of
thig lind of*writer It is o "doring" towic:  the writer
o tacicTes it cen bna.::.t that ne is faeing reality unflinch-
10T, It ie a tovic loaded wita recady node tension and
trasedsr: |, the i erest noviee should e a~le to nroduce a tear
or tuo witn i1, Yet it con.often become nothing but a mask
bel:ind wiiea Lm reality of racial prodlens is cvaded,  Mis-
cogenation ;1..4 Aot a nojor mhenoionon of South African Society,
it is 2ot o Emftm wiich entors into the 1ife of the average
South African, Ve do not necossarily feel owrselves involved
in o storv-.ox niscegenation, oand it moy siimly titivate our
Tilﬂf:—{:ﬂ“lr‘ﬂ:"mlullﬂﬂﬂ without sericusly cuestioning the validity
of racialist atvitwldes,

Mo real future of South Adrican literoeture licg arita
twose wribters wao nave tried to trcat Soubn iAfrican .;uc...r::t:,r
as a wiol¢ by wvriting of the everyday realitics ol South
ffricon 1ife, hore arc not ionv of these os rvt. Por~
hang the two most nroninent are Peter Abralioms and Alan Paton,

Peter fibrovwais hoag beon granpling witil-rocial. »Hroblensd

n?ei'/!lt!li.



ever since he started writing, His carly works, thougn
praisewortiy in their intentions, failed to overconwe thc
difficulties whicn beset the realistic South African writer,
In Y"Song of the City", there werc sore cexecllent touchces of
realism in the presentation of the African characters, Lut
the European cacracters were nost unnatural and there was
alrost no attermpt to fit the two sets of characters into a
singlc plot,

"Mine Boy" was also a failure in its presentation of
Europcan characters and their relationshing with non~¥uro-
peans, Mr. Abrchais' two latest worlss, "Iild Co:nquest" and

The Path of Thuader" achieve a larger rieasurce of success,
"1ild Conguest" is a historiccd movol, dealing with the period
vien wiaite and blacik South Africe were e4ill to sore exteont
scparates  Tae problems nre:zented by tiis weriod ore a great
deal lecss intractable thun those mresented by contemporary
South Africa, The dlash of the two pastoral socicties of tho
nincteenth century” was o simmle orocess cormoarcd with the con-
nlexXities of our industricl socicty of today, wr, Abranans
has onde it anmcar cven simpler them it reclly was, and his
history is nreti: sholgy in places, Lile all begimiors in the
field of historical fiction, he cndows somec of s cnaracters,
with a comnletely incredible cbility to foresce the future,
Yet he has succecded in canturing eorctiing of the barbaric
tragedy of ninetcenth-contur: South Africa,

"Me Pat™ of Thunder" is the stury of a coloured tecacicer
in & plattelend doro, Igolated from the baclword and uncdu-
cated coloured cowrunit:, he f2lls in love with o vhite girl,
and tragedy results, The story is, in marts, nelodranatic
and improbable and Mr, Abrohans has not oltogether avoided the
pitfalls of facile dramatisation, There ig, noverthcless,

— ot

micnh of value in the booiz, especially in its treatqent of tho

difficult relationshin between the gopnigticated teacher and
nis uneducated fanily and friends,

Alan Patonls "Cry tho BDeloved Country" ig a maturcr wor:
than any of Peter Abrahems's it shows a Juairenent less

clouded by crotion, Yot ilr, Paton hns not catirely succeceded

in portraying the realitics of South African Socicty, 1o is
too ruch concerned to draw a moral from hig story, too mre-

occupled with the justificotion of his own brand of Christian
liberalisn, The result is that his plot ond characters are
not entirely true +o life, |

A tllird/---l‘-



A third writer who deserves nontion at this puint is
Phyllis Altman, In "Law cf the Vultures", she shows a keen
awareness, not only of existing racial grnblcma, but also of
the political conscouences which arigse from them., The ideas-
which she wishes to convey are velid and importans, Unfor-
tunately her technical skill as a writer is not yet equal to
the tasks which she sets herself, Her characterisation is
woak; the central character of the book, Thacle, seens %o
becormic a complctely different person halfway through the book,
While his experiences account for his changed attitude towards
the Turovocans, they do not explain how the seli-effacing
noncntity of the carlier chapters becomes the dynamic, success-
ful demegoguc of ‘the later vart, The remaining characters
are flat and ronochromatic, Most of thc book lacks atnos-
picro and richness of detail, This leaves one with the
irmrosston that onc hae read a social worlor's casc book
rother than a novel., Hevertheless, Nrs, Altnan has wi-
doubfedly won hersclf a place among our worthwhile writers
and that place will become morc important as she gains
exnerignce.

Waat South Africa still awaits, then, is a writer who
w:ll dec our society clearly and whole, with feeling for its
tragody but without nuddled emotion, with a positive philosoohy
of liis owm but without mgralising. Though we have not yet
nrodueed such a writer, the best of oir literaturc scems to be
movine tovards this idczl. South A'rica has all the raw
matorial for great literaturc. Perhans it will not be long
before a cralisnan wortiy of the material will appcar.,

Ilill-!tineulllii-llil
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DIZMS  OF  TRADE  UNIOJISM IN  SOUTH | AFRIGA

a nroninent English Trade Union ﬂf?icial‘viu;tnd
this Eﬁﬁﬁ%{’ After a lengthy and annarently a.dmuat%vctﬁ_
vestigation of the Trade Union Movenont here, h? care ﬂD_,
conclusion that there was no such thing in South Africe a3 a
Irecal” trade weion ovenent!

his devastating eorment may cause offcence to _some South
Mr&cﬁs, wno have been menbers of and have spent many yeors
in the work of the Trade Unions. But an objoctive cormarison
of tho character of the South African Trade Union Movenent
with the basie precevpts and rmotives of Trade Unionisr rust
convince one of the corrcctness of the conclusions of our
foreign visitor,

What are the basic motives, purposes and principles of
Trade Unionism?

The Trade Union Movencnt iz thoe organisation of the work-
ing class which in the circunstances of the existing social
order serves as the ncans of furthering and protecdting the
interosts of the workers, 1In as much as the social order of
things confliets with the intcrests of the workers, the
pose of the Trade Unton Movement is to caenge this order of
things so that it may be in conformity with the historic
interests of the class it represents,  Two vital principles
follow from this, Pirstly, it is iI'merative that the Trade
Union Hovencnt be consistent in its defence of workors!
rights and interests, It pmust never ccase to play the role
of "advoocatc of the worrers", and it rmat boldly and fear-
lessly prociain the varameunt importance of those who work
and who produce the woalth of socicty,  Secondly, in cndcav-

ouring to achieve its purpose the Movenent rmst develop and
maintain the maxirmn unity of all workerg |

In South Africa these basic vrineinles :
successful Trade Union Move Bt Lanrody ossontial to a

ment, arc lackins, Mhisg criticisn
applies tc all sections of tho N T
non-Europoan, ovement, both Duropmean and

The main and most obvi : .
South Africa is the ous failing of the Trade Unions in

flected not only in the e =S 18 re-
African wurkerayfmm th ALnost comploto ¢Xclusion of the

¢ major established tre 8
in such cqually tragic phenomena ag “pwﬂllulﬂruaﬁmn’f E;t
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coloured or Indian worlers, Vith some rare exceptions there
is no point of contact between “uropcan and non~Europeon
worizers, oven the nore "liberal! vnite workers' lecders

and orgemisations will rot o beyond advocating that +th
wosos ard conditions of rﬂnq_urauean workers mst be "up-
1ifted®, Very rare, indced, is the casc whore Buronean and
nnnéﬂuﬂnnean vor.ers achb and worlt together in the joint
defenee of thelr comon rigits and intercsts, The effect

of tllﬁ.b1ﬂujity on the 11v1ﬂg and worizing conditions of %he
peonle Q" Soutn Africa is too obvious to need- mentionirg,
Tous the South alrican "rade Union sccne g“nus an alnosh
counlete negation of the basic princinle of workers! ua_ty.

It might be ar;ued that the failure tc sccure workers
a1ityy in the Trade Unions is the Tesuvit of ir rperialist con-
ﬂltlﬂnq, tine consequcnce Uf deliberate and peorsistertt
Twﬂlalluu nropag91da 0y the ruling class and the influense
of apartheid policies of the Governnment. But -that iz at
hﬂut naly 5) 1 re.- excusc, rae recal cause of the disunity is
the 1lack of o clearsiganted polieydegiszned: to vrotect thc
interegta of 21} woriiers. firet smd forerost, This lack of
o clear pnlicy leads white trede union leaders even to* ignecre-

ond te sacrifice the basic in 1terests of their own white”
rietbhers,

i ochgor exormle of this is the manner in which Eurovean
Trade Undonr lcaders fence themselves off from the realitics

of t.i.e woriter's life under the slog.n of "nc melitics". Sted
by chep ﬁ;lﬂ slogon nas led them tu sacrifice basic rights
ond liberfics of their members. In fact, many of thein have

now raacﬂﬁd thie stagc wherc ﬂﬂv GIlth‘EH of thé Govérnment
is renporicd as “ﬁﬂllulcs" and in conscquence they now linp

GTO“E.LR the walke cof the politicnl ﬁ-rt_cu. It is the
nolitioal. naruies of the ruling class who now dictate the
poligias of Sikavy of the Turoneean trade unions, t 13 not

a vely far cry fror this to the position whnru the trade
vhicno Bpcoie an adjunct of the State, The slogan of "no
politice” neans the refuscl of independence to fhe Trade
Unicn Mpweren

Souta ifricon trade union lcadnr thE gone a long vay
in scerificing the iadenendence of the Movement, This.wvas
revealed ip tiwe suowort given by a 5rcut L ny trade union
lecaders %o the incentive bonus idE ag of Lobour liinister
Schocann, Ln oubstanding and the most disgusting exaimle

was the/ s
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was the readiness with whieh some $rade union leadors con~
nived at the proposal to establish some form of "Rangmen's
Committee" for the purpose of screening alleged comumnists
under the Suppression of Communism Act, A large grown of
trade unions took nart in discusscions for the purnose of
implementing the recommmendations of the Nationalist Indust-
riel Legislation Commission, -a body whose undissuised object
was to corry into effect the anti-trade union labour pro-
gramme, of the liationalist Party. Cf eounl significance is
the readiness with which .trade unicn lecders are inclined to
gunnert the Korea wer adventure and the nmremarations for
another world war, =11 taese taningc =re dengerous peinters
to the math taken by Souiln Africcn Trode Unioa leaders,; a
patl: which must lead the Movemeht to destructions if e
nembers of tae trade unicng are rnot ava.iened to the fatel
conscquences of these wolicich,

Thae a2bove criticisns eonly mainlr to the ccealled
Turonhecn Trade Unions, In. their coace, thone weolmesses
arise from the wnhilte wirters' temmornxry mrivilege cof . dhnring
in $ie emlcitziior c¢f. the non—urdwesr worioers rmd thoir
laci: of clear-vigion ¢f their own fiadamental znd ultinate
interects.

Jut the African or non-Iuromean Trodce Unions also dig-
piay failirgs, in elenentory policies., ®hiis does nrot refer
to the "racleteering" of some Africe . trade union leoders, o
phencaenon caused vy ignerence of the woriers, lack of ex-

erience in aﬂminisﬁrati?ﬂ-ﬂark ond toe avjeet movert and

nsecurity of Lfricen trudc union Ieaders, Of for grecter
significance.is the dongerous trend of isclatien of the
Africen trade unions from the nationsl liperation roven 0T,
thae cmphasic .oa the futile slogon of Y"ne nolitica" Aand tie
elmcst exclusive concentrotion on socalled cesnomic -1e5u00 .
Mony African trade unionists have 2g wet not res iscd 4hn%
therc-can be no economic advance for their renbers oand no
protection for the standerds achieved througsh the preocent
very limited methods of negotiction without nelitiecrl wad
civil rights, The main weakness of the African brade unions,
indced, -is*the immcnse Deck of frecdom ~nd rights of' their
members and of their orgeonisations. ‘

‘fh.ﬂt /‘liilllﬂ



~ What then -— to ouote the title of a book of no moan
tonicalegddriflicince for South Africe —~ is to be dohe?l

In the first ploace it bocomes necessary to raise fear-
Lesoly ahwitnout hesitotion the vitel isoves foeing the
worlorg owvwaonth Alrice todivy, vt g neeensrxry -— oven in
the fouw ol mﬂditinn, insulte and abuse —— to stexrt dis-
cussionw yafk tride union confercnces, general mectings,
cxceubippymectingt on 21l aspects of the worers! strucgle.
It is mewmgary to put forward in these discussions, clearly
and wneseebcally, the view thot no section of workers ca
cxnact &angr{:“s un% gs 2ll vorkers enjoy the fullest
denoerguaps f¥chts, It is nccessary to liberate the trade
urion mowepgnt from subservience to Gevernment and employers!
policieosss It is necessary to bmung the Trade Union Movement
activelyspito the strugsle of the pen_nlu for full democracy.

Liitdongtitutional avenues open in the trade unions must
be uti?¥bls for this ourposes, utvﬁy Classes shouwld be organ-
iscd, wMWMSYer moocibles. - Articles ic trade union. jourrals,

: '"1'-'1“.141'55’1 pie da;r teo day issues from the ~ngle of the real

-.mr.hbrst:u. ft:crcstﬂ should be uri’cjb-::n.'. The columns of tne

m cas, <hhe 1’::*&ct10*1:,1*" deilies, should be utilised
tharo ~1_L4'.L fiters to the utlltnr, press statements, intervicws,

AyN¥¥ei indonendent ond vigorous Trade Union HMovement,
fiad s mronpronis 1'""lv for the wor'ters! interests, will
be n-.-’:wm ble woopon in the strug.le for liberation,
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By 2. SiGDERS,

In 1946 therc were about six million non—-Iuroncan weovle
- Al ~ o+ I Ta s - -
engaged in zgricultural pursuits, Of these three hn@jd‘QUHltDI
nillion lived in the Rescrves ond two and o cucrter nillion on
Luropean farng,

The veonle on the Reserves canaoct role - living oy forring

alone, Ia the 1913 Tand fct = princinle was 1-id dovm funda-

mental to South ifriecan ceonony cver sirce, llon-Surcweons may
buy land in certain arcas known as Native Zeoerves,  They rmay
not 7 loand elscwherc in the Union, Certoin oreoe wore cet

aside (ten and .o half nillion morgen altogetier - i,e. 7.3 ner
cont. of tac total land of. the Uniem)., In the individusi or o~
vinces tiac percentage distribution wos: sobel, 23 per cont, of
the totel arca of tM: Prowvinec; GCanc, 74 mor cont,;  Transvaal
5% oer cent, : Craage.Free State, 5 per cons,  Tho lands were
ractically oll of cxtremel;y noor fertility, cxcent for the
Eegtern Translzei and Pondoland, Sore narts in the ilorthern
Canc and Northern Tronsvanl are periianently drovght-stricken,
Aecording to the 1911 cencus, non-turoneans nunborcd 78 por
cent, of the total Dovulation, ° They were given the nrivilegoe
of acquiring land in. 7,3 per cont, of the couwntr:r. Ta 1936 a
furtier Lend Act ecrmoried sovon and o cucrter nillion normen
norec to be nurcacsed- ever ten years by the liative Trust and to
be added to Resorve land. By 1943, four nillien morgen of
these lands hed been bought,  Whon the total cxtra norgen have
been bought there will b seventeen ar 1 three cuarter 1illion
mnorgen available forp 0= Uronean ownerslin - 12,54 ser cent, of
bac total arca of the Union, ) )

In wsvrveyed arcos (e

. greater percentoge of the lond)
land tcnurc rightg sten fror ’

e 1 ; Fovernor-General to the chiof to
tquip@lVldu;¢~tr1hﬁeuan, The latter will cultivate hig nlot
Wltﬂ}ﬂlﬂ feily forp eny generationg, lthoush teonure iﬂ'ﬂnly
tgrglnated'undcr cXcentional circuustanccs, unfcsﬂ tae fonily
hamigrotes it forfoits its holdinzs,  Thus tho owicrshin ig
incormnlcte, Heny roscrve ron do not feeol thnt they owm tlheir
land, and that it ig ST1ll Crowm lang Lond belongs to ti
white man, they say, ! ) CoeR R =

_ &pplicd to the Glon Gre:
Arca) . o fe - C S.q on Srey
dwollor hotdn tos Toog 5. ; ~elone lot is anplicd - the

: perovetual quitrent Iron 1) -
“onte  Tho holdings ero imheratablo,  They :lazﬂr bgﬂgui}gvgﬁ:r

0 "hsvean
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to another tribosman. Individual Smallholdinge arc the prac-
tice only in a few arcas - the Ciskei ant pnrts of tho 'I’r..,nu:c.-l.

All grazing londgs in the Reserves are eninnunnl,

In tac Restrves, then, the Africans oy buy ond ovm land,
but £ picture of individuol holdings and cnll farmors - on
the linca of the countryside of Iurooe - nceds considerable
modificatini, In very rarc coses do the conditions of Rascrvo
farmers corrcapond with those of o mensant in Furone,

19456, o Governnent “I'I‘lmlltlu“lﬂt deseribed the Clen Grey
r,L 11‘ t_lﬂ (51 lci og fellous of cighteen tlousand familics,
tcn_ ~ousand 'Dﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ. e} "r.,blr: land, but rerely a TGEiﬂ.DIL‘hl"l
plot and occess to the cerrmnel grf..z:.ng lend, Tho average
foiiily inconwe was four shillings g nonth, dorived from seven
nman, threc gonts, onc ox ~nd onc calf, Tight thousand
toarilies m—rmd “.rnble land, but their averoge incoie fron oro-
duce wos on additional three shillings a nonth (giving o toto

of sovern-a: aillings),  "We conclude then that the incone of the
GTOUD of i‘m*lllcﬂ with “.r:b'lc 2llotients is seven shillings per
nenssy, and, ¥ incone of a larger- group witliout land is four

sixillings neT nlCl.'.L‘t ",

L m’cn Froi: tiie Gillitang! boolr - YPersmectives in Mol-
nutrition” "*t is erroncous.to regard a Hotive Rogerye as on
acricultural lorca, It would bo *arc accurate to speaik of it
a8 a vwellsgoncad ovd residential arce vwhere the average forily
mis nalea o more out of his land 'l:ﬁ,t 1 the owverage city
dveller pottering cround in baclyord gordens,

“vamusl:,r no :E'L,:*:le conr live on four shillings or scven
shillings o tionth for it aceds food, mild.ing L-.'t'vtﬂ’u...lﬂ, blanlets
ond clot.ecg, fucl ond light, school 'bnnks church dues, nedi-
cines, e‘l:c. Henece vwe find seventy: per cnnt of the mn arc ab-
gsent fron 4hr distriot werking on the mines or in other labowr
centres, I‘EHit‘hlﬂG to their hord-pressed familics in the Re-
serves gsuch sharce of their small woges ag they can spore, .ven
boys arc sent out to work in the towns, Tarce-querters of the

children of school-going age never attond school and most of
taogce who do attend are girls,"

Timg more tu::.n half the people hnove no land. and even or
those who have, there is iﬂsui’flcmnt for subsistencc, Vory

rnrcly'f seonves
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rarcly arc therc any surplus EUT.E’."!Dﬂ.::L"J ics to cxchange :E‘r.;r enon,
The nigrant labourer is no rnere q.ccld.entn.l occurrence in a
peasant fanily; he is an cssential part of the social and
ccononic gstructurce of the Regscerves, Uithout his woges the
poople cannot live,  So even in this group, when o fori
asparcently arounting to land ownership cxists, the f{"'.l"l;l.]_:f con-—
not live by agriculturc alonc, This is an irportant differ-
cnce between the rural ifrican and the buroncan peasant.

Let us now cxanine the ronditions of the two and & half
nillion non-Europcans living on Buropcan-ownced farns,

In cach district and in caca Previnee there arce certoin
loeoml differences, some of which we will nention,

In the Cape Province there are Coloured and Afriean vcople
on tnc farwug; there arc none who own land outside’ of thoe Re-
SCrves, A few individucls arc tenants on Durovean farns - a
situvation waich is legel in the Cope, oo long as the reat is
nore thnan thirty six pounds ner annur; o few lobour tenants
erc found ncar Bethurst, renting their lond and peying with
their part-tine lobour, Hbwever, the groat najority of non-
Zuropeons living in $he Cape rural arcas outside tac Reserves
arc full-tine wege lebourers, The hend of the fainily works
for the forrer and in return for his scrviees recoives:

le 2 cash woge of ton chillings to fifteen shillings wer
nonta per advlt nals s !

Zs Trations -- nmeolics, coffec, sugar end skiried nilks

3. o gzl'_.ze,J;I plot of lamd whercon to build his hone, also
1inited grozing ri zats and o onell sordea,

Faniilies regulorly 14 ith ]
Forili ol 1ve with the woge-corner and the wifoe
and children often serve the sone naster, i

In Hatal the people concerned arc Inds Lfri
. e il H H ndia n ansg

Ehﬂ. ﬂf_'i;‘-JDr.lt'_y-! unlike those in the Cone, are ﬂgrt'lj%ﬁfigb;;;
tan;:nﬂs ’__‘f”i-‘clﬂﬁ usually for about six nonths, and reoc iving in
‘Eh :ageg ?Eiyg:idfggiyiiw D“GI_E'EE:] {) rations (voriable) and
-y - OHR0thing to cbout ten shillines
months . fhe full-tine ogricultural labourer is megoipn .
gr in Natal, howevor, o y—

] e ig found perticularly on susoar
plantations on tho coastal belt, buf is E:.ppcaring tz?::ﬁrgL m:.ghl.ﬂl‘e

in nt}mr/ sene
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in nt‘w.er perts of the Prcviien To will u*.l_; livo ia a
¢ nosurd .n.ncl be "u.-n_g....u witn I‘,..;_-:::f_t wnd pold woge a. ris
Trodly » g Loy in the Ragervern, cad he will hel 1n ther out

1Iiul"l. J.:l Ihart il.— 111#” L""‘I‘"“L*"'::ﬂ.

Lt the vresernt, Tull-tine labevr is prectienlly vniversal

i " i Froc Htote tecne  Livaig 1r11:.1 hig f.,u111:,' cn o cog~
.ot L the Tiesmcr: foan, the labourer unrks all yeor for tho
{~ 2T, A hnn o Lerd pod 1igited srozing richts for his
Terdilo..  Ribiong .—*:1.;:,‘* L .11*1 to cubsist but uwl'.t; thege oro
i‘-:-r weriting: Lonbers ,::lf the fourily only, Vsgos are oxtroiely
l W, bl :.':i LI D AYE Lne r-:m.d ner tonth £or adalt, roles,

J-'.-u..... 8 the ornliiTader 8 the nolltox, or e noy give his
1" oLorer lffvu vooerxs ezl ia towm,

tlun Tronsvenl 1ebuar tiimats arc probrbly still iz dix
ary werition i ot tf:-* cne rudred cnd cist Ry dn;7s ia tae
ol \ 4:..; Lo oz, » Whert vill vearlly roe: ive no un.:c,& Hut
erxr.. AR i ‘l..tl. sauir. "'l...n" '5..:1 o ool on the
win L'-':..‘.'. - .?.‘- WogtL 'I; tersg ord aﬂ <Auarid in gome piarto
l'.-.:E.'_:t'.L' 3, e .-_'_t-"- &"1’*‘ #‘1““.... H"-i"‘ih..ﬂt;, lab-ofton wita ¢ fixcd
A e ..u: L Noririas e ivhdnill nicee of lond for thon-

z‘.‘ Lt ._r- full-tive v 50 Iahourer, o8 in -rtal, is o grm:n
thnt is groving it }-'-n more” nnd riord in tho ”ra:zs'mal
~the el is. boeor .i e Mile in sanc orons,

- ...l

T

.
nejesit
=T
- e

F .

e

bl Come andttho f‘rr*m Troo Shate the full-tire agri-

'”“..‘-. “.F: 1rhovrel &9 -tf‘“ the 1rgeas. *‘I‘ﬂl‘:".‘l, ]‘*"U':L"'" on tiic fori

witi o o lly 1."_'*:,*:. auly o , tolon Yo, in Hotel ocad o
"'“-""'ru.l y wort-biie Tebrr tenants 'f',rc- still GC}I'.L‘.-Tul, but are
civing vo ¥ to Shalfull-tine 1 Jboourer; theore is still tie

I-J.rt T dov '*ﬂ'n' av - the'ivn wiwo lives in a co mound,, Worxs

for wages ond subgidizes s fr.:1i1v i= tho Reserves,

The troend in 2ll Ppoviaces is thws towards tho disomoor-
(nee o tre lobonwr f-:l.,i".u.":‘.t cad to the cerergeonee of o rurcl S pordely
lotoriot on t .l:* frrie,

Mec african ig driven out of the Roserves by noverty ond
tiic nceeosity to mop his ta::nn; o is wroventod fron goiig fo
the town by legisiqtion, o aas 1o choice but to offor .is
lobour-to tao -uropegn fornor or &o.te dhe.pincs, _His pligat
is such thet he ruot toke winb "fo con got, tld- kargciningspowor
being slignt. Boing wnorgenised, ho cen offor no resisfchneo
to tlm ﬂ.nmndu of the forer, and ho is accordi: ﬁly 'I.IE:’.‘!ﬂ- in tae
woy nost suited to tho ncods "of his cuployor, ond o tho

aﬂ.'mncing/
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odvancing noecds of canitalist oprriculture.

We find anong rural ffricons an overcll nicture of maverd|,
relnutrition and discase thot is difficult te inegire vitamt
dircct cxoericnce, L couvatr;ien is troditioannlly hecltins,
robust, with o diet full of fresh frvit, rect ond deiry 1'1‘::111ac:1.
The African on,thc forn lives on nienlnineal, often bougat fron
the store, boetuse he can not grow enough on his 1ovd, e
cets proactically nothing clse besides o fow chrubs ad on -eea-
sional, notato, Thie babies  Homlnuirition diserses in thw
308t seven: fornz; adults dic of Tubcrculcogsisy the infon
nortelity rate (2a cxcelleont index of stoidord of living ond
aygienc) is one of t.c aighest iz the world,

It is o soriousgspistolze W@ congider the africnn en the
farn 1lonoely es homny in hig gtote and bester off thon in the

towns, He is not this; he balourg to rve ~f tho nost -
presgsed »nowuletions in the world.

aducation ig nieinel ~nd isferior,  Cletiies o ennmey
affords  Hediecl &ttentiox he does wit“out., Cultursl «dv..do
is nractically -Wmcsesibloy -Omicll wooder Mo cseres o tho
towms wionever hé eoa, i

| l_-_l%m Tﬂ_?,;l lebovrzy ig ma irmoverigied oroams o tat rero
than. thot, “he ig-vroveated fron imoroviig hisesls) g -
boon sald, therc is no cceeme for hirn' — cifl:cr bosk tn £
Reserves, whore poverty is cven uore “roforsd, or 0. She
towns waerc e is Sforbidden - 20, r n

b Tae rvrol Lobouser i
truly in choins, B et

~ Yaq- L. L] = L ¥ '
In Soutlt ifrica, one of thc stortiiy; poirte of Ilntive

policy is that.farrers will not ond or -ociuwnt mey bucir. Lob-
ourers & wige taot will cormete with thot neid im industeies
ginciai%n oy eases furoneon foarning rethoeds rre vigcedmaric,

o walle fthere is o notural nover:ent 4o tiwe Lovr-g, losddalsks
rozulatiorns end restrictions 276 drrac (2 oSy 20A0S0 V00,
The nunercus Jets ond S5 &rc dnposcd 0 vrovent this 1w,
Jows havo nnt“beg{} nmﬁﬂﬂdl‘:{.‘.nzﬂ deronstrote clecxly ton0h thweso

- : caay to onnlyy Moy exc o
neintain a static francwork in o d.":-iﬂfﬁg o ‘.?’_’1‘ ~ d.oa:.h__?,q. to
Eit'llﬂ.tiﬂn - ﬁ'n i_ !':.I "b ' I: e U‘th :.]‘1(1 {JG‘.]nﬂlll
work of rﬂgu‘iﬁtirm 88iblo tosk,  The ifricen cvides the nwot-
farn and finds on and policy wherever ho crmy he losves the

an nds his woy to the towng gn ) Y

wagos, 7eiow to peelz higher



- 1)

"'“'crc can b2 no solution for the intolernble diffiec)liice
¢ the nsu~Duronecs rvrnl wonulotion - the tijurity of b
',.*1-.,111.;-.u1~.~:1 - within ti'ﬂ irerework of fhe (xisting colovr-
c.ate otmacture of Douvti Sdricqn docictr, e this ronso.,

ton ﬂn---;r b o She tntdonel libercdion nd t}:n LIT R A

veigmles i Souath oxrion gl very les _“1:.' Lo erns ol 1
rofur., <saae ﬂ.w-: soion of thio showo Tt rr.:,J. % o ek fokv t'.‘..,:‘
i oo, Lr*::*r_t Sgasls ~F the liberation povoioent - nod oo

neideric CIeTCLCCy lnlu ng o vitelly ncceessry rwron cf
cvolving  progreine Jdmich will robilise the rurcd prpulotic
for thwcir owl ois :.c:.t,&tlr. Ne

. ~ .
seel Mygealt /0gueDlinne
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