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ommunist Resolution for Tripuri

UNITY AND STRUGGLE

R. D. Bharadwaj, Bankim Mukherji, Somnath Lahiri,
N. Dutt Mazumdar, S. G. Sardesai, V. D. Chitale and other
Communist members of the AICC have sent the following draft
resolution :

TheCongress reiterates the ialicnable nght of the Indian people
to complete national independence The Congress declares that no
constitution except onc framed by the frecly clected Constituent
Assembly shall be accepted by the nation

In spitc of the uncquivocal opposition of the nation. the Slave
Constrtution. as embodicd in the Government of India Act. was
maugurated in April 1936 Impenalism 1s now preparng to impose
on the nation the blackest part of the Act—the Federal Scheme
That national opposition to the Federation has not made Impenalism
abandon the scheme 1s cvident from the recent st~tements of the
Viccroy and other responsible British statesmen

At the same time. becausc of the rapidly developing cnsis i
the international arena and because of the growing power of the
Congress. British Impenalism fears to precipitate conflict with the
united national forces Its prescnt policy is therefore of
(1) consolidating its international position by alhance with Fascist
Powers, (2) making concthatory gestures in order to win over a
scction of the national forces, spht the Congress and weaken 1t.
(3) extending the hife of the present Central Legslaturc indefimtely.
(4) encouraging communal and oth.= disruptive forces

Expenence of the last two years has proved that without power
at the Centre. without replacing the existing 1rresponsive and
irresponstble Central Government by a Government elected by the
people and responsible to them, it 1s not possible to fully implement
the Congress Election programme Repressive laws. hike that aganst

* Published m “NATIONAL FRONT ' March 1939
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sedition. continue on the Statutc Book and arc frequently being
used in Non-Congress Provinees . the notorious Princes Protection
Act 1s used to suppress agitation in British India against Princely
misrule : the Army 1s requisitioned to suppress the States™ people™s
movement : trade and industry are crippled by the continuation of
the ruinous 18d ratio . an excessively large portion of the state
income 1s spent for an expensive Army. thercby starving the
Provinces and preventing them from undertaking ameliorative
measures and nation-building activitics

Even in the Provinces the bureaucracy. the Civil Services and
the Police remain irremovable and outsidce effective control of the
Mumnistries. The laws of the Central Government invest them with
extraordinary powers as regards prohibition of political
demonstrations and meetings, arrests, etc Governor’'s assent to
Progressive social measures is not given. sometimes for months |
(Orissa Tenancy Bill. Frontier Tent Bill. etc ) the Upper Houses
packed with rcpresentatives of reactionary vested interests, can
delay thc promulgation of all progressive laws

National rescntment against the sham constitution which transfers
no real power to the Indian people is increasing The Congress has
grown more powerful than ever. workers and peasants. cven the
most backward sections of them. have entered the pohitical arena.
have developed powerful orgamsations and have ralhied in ever
increasmng numbers round the Congress.

In the States the tremendous awakeming of the people has
evoked the wrath of the Princes and therr ally imperialism. and the
popular movement for Responsible Government 1s being sought to
be drowned in blood. Impeniahist intervention against(the States
people and in favour of the Princes 1s increasing In ‘pllc of the
ruthless repression the popular movement is gainiio:trength.
artificial barriers are breaking down The States lc have
entered the political arena as a mighty force. a detachment of the
national Army.

In view of the tremendous strength that the popular forces have
attained. in view of the present international situation and in view
of the continued defiance of the popular will by British Imperialism.
The congress feels that the timc is ripe for passing on to the
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offensive. The imperialist policy of preparing the ground for
federation can be dcfeated only by uniting the entirc national
forces-workers, pcasants. statcs” people and all frecedom loving
Indians for a forward move for an all-round attack on the slave
constitution as a whole.

The Congress. therefore, reiterates the national demands for
complcte independence, immediate withdrawal of the Army of
Occupation, complete control over Defence, Foreign Affairs and
Finance by the Indian pcople. The Congress calls upon the British
Government to concede these demands immediately and in their
cntirety.

In case of non-acceptance of thesc demands within six months
thc Workirg committee shall review the situation as it cxists then
and shall take whatever steps are necessary to enforce the people’s
will.

With the object of preparing the country for mass struggle on
a national scalc and for mobilising the cntire people for active
participation in the battle for independence the Congress adopts
the following Plan of Actions :—

(a) Intensive campaign throughout the country against the Federal
Scheme, against the existing autocratic Central Government. against
the limitations imposed on Provincial Governments under the
Government of India Act, against the entire slave Canstitution.

(b) Extensive popularisation of thc demand for the Constituent
Asscmbly as expressing the sovercign right of the Indian people
to self-detcrmination.

(c) Incorporation of thc basic demands of the toiling masses in
concretc and specific form in the Congress programme.

(d) Elimination of corruption from Congress ranks by strict
supcrvision of membership rolls. by vigorous functioning of the
Congrecss Committees and by ensuring active participation of the
rank and file in thc work of the Con, . :ss.

(¢) Creation of an All-India Voluntcer Corps of at least a million
members as the nucleus of the national militia: arrangement for
political and technical training of the Congress workers.

() Rapid implementation of thc Elcction Programme by the
Congress Ministries with regard to social legislation and
establishment of democratic libettics.



3 O Documents of The Communist Movement In Inda

(g) Establishment of closc United Front relations between the
Congress and the workers and peasants organisations : active support
by thc Congress to workers and peasants in their struggle for
economic and democratic demands.

(h) Unity with communal minoritics espccially Muslims and
untouchables through appeal for joint struggles. through negotiations
with their organisations and through direct work among the masses
of the minority communities. granting of all minority demands
consistent with basic principles of national unity.

(i) Formation of Coalition Ministries wherever possible on the
basis of thc Congress Election programme.

(j) Co-ordination of the States peoplc’s struggles and developing
them as an integral part of the national libcration movement.
through a Committec appointed by the Congress. Formation of
Congress Committecs, in the States to conduct the States people’s
movement for Responsible Government and Civil Libertics.
Adoption of a Charter of Demands of the States people defining
Responsiblec Government and mobilisation ofmass support
throughout the copntry in its favour. Solidarity demonstrations and
organisation of relief for the States people in British India.



INDIAN WORKERS’ GREAT
ONE-DAY STRIKE

Ben Bradley

The most important cvent in India of recent times was the tremendous
onc-day strike against the Bombay Trades Dispute Bill. In Bombay
alone, on lcss than two hundred thousand workers of all trades
came out on the strects in strike action, in order to demonstrate
their mehatlc opposition to a mecasure which is calculated to
severely curtail their liberty of action.

The original text of the Bill as brought forward by the Bombay
Congress Ministry carly in March last, opened by stating that it
was to aid in the “prevention of strikes and lock-outs and to
promotc amicablc scttlement of Trades Disputes in factories and
other industrial establishments.™ Even a glance at the original text
of the Bill shows that its mamn purpose and trend was to restrict
the freedom of trade union movement. and render dircct action of
the workers almost impossible. The main title of the B:ll disclosed
its purpose, to prevent strikes and lock-outs.

As soon as the original text of the Bill was made public, the
Trade Union lecaders in India expressed their unanimous
condcmnation, and at a mass meeting of workers held on Kamgar
Maidan, Bombay. on March 7. Subhas Chandra Bose, President
of the Indian National Congress, also expressed his dlssatlsfactlon
with the measure.

It was recognised on all sides that the pressing through of such
a measure could only have extremely serious repercussions in
relation to the United National Front in India. The Ministries of
the seven Provinces where there are Congress majorities, are bound
by the pledges which outline the National Congress policy towards
working-class legislation. The Election Manifesto of the Congress
fully understood the democratic character of the economic struggle
of the masses. It assured the workers the right to strike and
organise, it promised freedom for the Trade Union Movement, and



6 O Documents of The Communist Movement In India

also declared that the Congress would establish conciliation
machinery for scttiement of industrial disputes.

The Legislative Assemblies with Congress Mimistrics has
acquired an important significance for thc working-class. The
Congress Ministrics are under mandate to pass measures extending
democratic rights and libertics. to remove burcaucratic restrictions,
thus cnabling the workers and peasants to organise and struggle
for better economic conditions. It is with these facts in mind that
we consider the Bill which rouscd the opposition of the Indian
working-class movement.

Onc of the most objcctionable features of the original text runs
as follows -

1. Any Union may apply to thc Registrar for registration as
a recognised Union. On receipt of such application for registration.
the Registrar shall forward a copy of the application to the employer
or cmployers concerned. and on receipt of a communication from
such emplover or employers to the cffect that the Union has
received recognition from them the Registrar shall procced to
register such union as a recognised Union

This clausc-would mean that no union would be registered
unless the said Union satisfied thc emplovers

We will not go into detail in connection with the onginal text,
becausc when the Draft Bill was published in the Government
Gazette and presented to the Bombay Provincial Legislative
Assembly six months later. on July 30. 1t had been considerably
amended Prcsumably. the vigorous opposition created as a result
of the publication of the original text caused the sponsors of the
Bill to make these alterations.

For example. it is very sigmficant that the operjing statement
was altered from "aid in the prevention of strikes, cfc.” to “‘make
provision for the promotion of peaccful and amicaple settlement
of industrial disputes by conciliation and arbitration 4nd for certain
other purposcs.™ Further. the clause referred to earliet in connection
with submitting an application for registration to the employers
first. does not appear in the published Draft of the Bill.

Even with the drastic alterations made in the wording between
the first and sccond Drafts of the Bill, still the Bill as submitted
remained most objectionable. Ignoring the protests of the Bombay
Provincial Trade Union Congress, the new Draft embodied the
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same principles which had evoked the protests. The most vicious
aspect of the Bill was that it would take away from the worker
the only cffective weapon he has—the right to strike.

The Trades Disputes Act (1929) of the Government of India.
which cvoked so much protest, prevents lightning strike by
prescribing a month’s notice in public utility service. The present
Bill not only demands a notice of strike, but makes every strikes
which takes place before the conciliatory proceedings are over
illegal, but the notice provision, together with the conciliatory
procecdings. would makc strikes impossible for a period of between
three to five months—thus strike action would be paralysed under
this Bill.

The -crininal draft blatantly announced its preference for
arbitration and company Unions. The new proposals are intended
to do the same with equal effectiveness. Militant unions, disfavoured
by the owners. are effectively shut off from representing the workers,
or cntering into collective agreements before the Conciliation Court.
Under Scction 7 of the Bill any recognised Union with not less than
five per cent. membership of the total number of employees will
be declared a Registered Union under the Act. A Registered Union
sccures the right of representing the workers under certain conditions
in the Conciliation Court. The Bill does not lav down any provision
regarding recognition. Therc is no obligation on the owners to
recognise a genuinely representative union. The question is left to
the sweet will of the owners who are notorious for their hostility
to any independent union. The provision. therefore, is a direct
incitement to start company unions or recognise anti-working-class
ones and securc them the right of representation beforc the
Conciliation Court.

The same scction provides that where a Union is not recognised
it must show 50 per cent membership of the total emploved before
it is registered, i.e., before it can claim to recognise the workers
in a Court of Conciliation. Anyone conversant with the Trade
Union Movement knows that very few Unions can boast of consistent
50 per cent membership. This provision therefore threatens the
existence of free Trade Unions.

The Bill provides for the establishment of a pecrmanent tribunal
for Arbitration—the Industrial Court—and contemplates making
arbitration more and morc the dominant method of settling disputes.
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The Conciliation proccedings arc to last for a peniod of three to
five months—no strikcs can take place dunng this period.

The owners. however have been allowed a number of exceptions.
They can lock-out their employces in a period of industrial
depression. No noticc is necessary. The workers cannot take the
dispute to the Conciliation Court. Notice is required only for lock-
out ansing out of a tradc dispute. Schedule II of the Bill allows
the owners to rcduce the number of employces on the plea “that
the character or volumc of production has changed.” Thus under
the plea of temporary depression the owner can dismiss any number
without notice. without conciliation proceedings. The change will
become operative immediately. The workers are not atlowed to give
an immediate reply to this sudden change. Scction 62 (b) (a) (c)
makes it illegal to stnke before the conciliation proccedings arc
over, that is. for a period of three to five months. In the mcanwhile
the change will continuc to be in operation. This 1s nothing but
a legal provision to break the solidanity of the workers. The Bill
makes conciliatory proceedings absolutely binding on the workers
but not on thc owners.

This same attempt to load the workers with heavy restrictions
is seen in other provisions. Owners may lock-out their factories
without notice by pleading industrial dcpression. But workers
cannot strike for the whole period of conciliation. when prices are
rising. World conditions exempt owners from the operation of the
Act. but not the workers.

This partiality for the owners is notoriously seen in Section 28.
That Section makes it incumbent on workers to give notice of every
change that is desired. But the clause binding thc owners to give
notice convcniently omits the question of wages. One 1§ apt to treat
this as an oversight. But the precise way in which the workers’
responsibilities are mentioned, makes one belicve that the omission
is deliberatc. Anyway, the Bill as it stands does not} require any
notice or conciliation proceedings when the owners want to reduce
wages. At the same time it compels workers to resort to conciliation
whenever a change is desired. No comment is necessary on this
provision which so shamelessly favours the owners. There are a
number of such provisions which directly or indirectly allow the
owners to makc changes and simultaneously deprive the workers
of the right to resist immediately.
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Under Section 62. every strike, whether before or after conciliation
procecdings, against the standing orders of thc management. is
rendered illegal for a period of one year. So far as the standing
orders are concerned the right to strike is abolished for a year. So
far as other matters are concemed no strike can be declared or
commenced till after the conciliation proceedings are over. Workers
cannot declare a strike only for the reason that the employer has
not carried out provision of any standing ordcer and has made an
illegal change. The provision herc is absolute. This is followed by
another provision which restricts the right still further. After
conciliation proceedings a strike to be legal must be commenced
within two months after the expiry of the conciliation proccedings.
Thus in various ways the right to dircct action is so narrowed down
that the freedom to strike is given only for two months aftcr expiry
of conciliation proccedings.

The new Bill cnhances the penaltics for illegal strikes The
original draft prescribed a finc equal tu one day’s wage for every
day of the illegal strike. The present proposals prescribe a penalty
of six month’s imprisonment or fine, or both. The same pcnalties
arc prescribed for instigation. The Trade Disputes Act of the
Central Government prescribes three month’s imprisonment for
illegal strikes. The Bombay Ministry intends to outbid the Central
Government in legislative tyranny.

Strike is the only effective weapon of struggle in the last resort.
In the final stage it is thc normal form of industrial unrest, the most
common form of worker’s resistancc. On the other hand, the
owner’s counter offensive does not normally take the form of lock-
out. It takes the form of strike-breaking. Lock-out, as a method
of intimidating thc workers, is rarely used. In the nature of things
it cannot be used as a normal weapon of counter-offensive. By
putting strikes and lock-outs in the same category the Bill penalises
the only weapon of the workers.

The Bombay Provincial Trade union Congress made every
effort to meet the Congress Ministers in order to discuss their
objections.to the Bill and to endeavour to get them to retrace their
steps. The Bill was opposed in the Legislative Assembly by
representatives of the Trade Union Movement, but the Congress
Government persisted in pressing through this measure.
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At huge worker s ralhies all over India. workers voiced their protests
against this rcactionary Bill.

On October 16 the Bombay workers. under the leadership of
the Bombay Provincial Tradc Union Congress. decided to organisc
a onc-day Protest Strike to demonstrate agamst this unwanted Bill,
and to demand its withdrawal, The Congress Socialist Party opposcd
this plan of the B.P.T.U.C. to rally the workers against this measure
and in defence of their trade union nights.

As November 7 drew near the Maharashtra Provincial Congress
Committee mobilised all its resources in an endeavour to counter
the call of the B.P.T.U.C. for the onc-day Protest Strike. Motor
lornes fitted with loud speakers went around the working-class
areas calling upon the workers not to strike : meetings were
arranged for front-rank Congress Icaders. but the poor attendances
at these meetings showed. as the Bombay Scntinel. a Nationalist
evening daily, stated on November 2, that even all this ™ has not
cut much icc among the mill workers. The strike will come off as
planned by the Labour leaders and the demonstration promuses to
be a very imposing one.”

A last-minutc cffort was made by Labour leaders to prevail
upon the Congress Ministry to postpone the further consideration
of the Bill and discuss its provisions at a Joint Conference with
labour representatives. This was rejected.

November 7. 1938, camc, and 1t will go down in the history
of the Indian working-class movement as onc of the greatest
demonstrations of the working-class in defence of trade union
rights. No less than 200.000 workers of all trades came out on
the streets of Bombay alonc. Only 6 out of a total of 69 textile
mills of Bombay worked partially during the day shift. Irj not one
Mill did the night shift workers turn up. The Municipal Wgrkshops
closed down. The scavengers joined the protest strike. At Kurla,
a suburb of Bombay. 3,000 workers downed tools. Five ghousand
tannery workers of Dharavi joined up. The overwhclming majoritv
of the building workers, 5,000 domestic servants. compositors and
machine-men of many presses in Girgaum, including those employed
at the press of Patil (The Secretary of the Bombay Congress
Committee), all the gold, silver and brass workers in Bhulshwar
and Mandvi participated in the strike.

“For the first time in the history of this great industrial city
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which has backed the Congress to its utmost power and strength
in all its trials and vicissitudes, the word of the Congress failed
in a most dismal manner.”” (Bombay Sentinel. November 7. 1938).

Never had Bombay scen such a complcte and spontancous
strike. Never had the unity of the working-class been demonstrated
in such a striking manner. It was the most important mass
demonstration of workers since thc great strike movements of

1928-29.

The rally at the Kamgar Maidan was attended by over one
hundred thousand strikers. This vast gathering passed the resolution
condemning the Labour Bill without a single dissentient voice.

It was not in Bombay alone that the proletariat struck. At
Ahmedubad, the fortress of Mr. Gulzarilal Nanda, 10.000 workers
of 12 mills came out on strike. This in spite of the utmost efforts
made by the Majoor Mahajan (Ahmedabad Labour Association),
in spite of the ordcrs issued by the police practically prohibiting
processions.

At Sholapur. the Jumi Mill workers were the first to down tools.
The workers came out cn bloc and formed a procession of 8.000
led by Meenakshi Sardesai. This was the signal for the workers
of other mills. By noon. 80 per cent. of the workers were out on
the streets. All the women workers in Bidi factories joined the
strike.

At Amalner, Dhulia and Chalisgaon, the strike was a complete
success. Scores of presscs had to close down at Poona.

The working-class. as far away as Calcutta. Cawnpore and
Madras also demonstrated their solidarity and support to the
magnificent stand the Bombay workers were making.

In Bombay City carly in the morning of November 7. lorry
loads of armed police invaded the working-class locality. Trade
Union leaders toured the locality in a lorry with a loud speaker
calling the workers to strike action. Despite all Congress efforts
to frustrate the strike, it was a tremendous success. An eye witness,
writing in National Front. describes a scene as follows :

Deafening noise was coming through the window. 1 looked out
of the window and found tram-cars packed with working class
youth and children. They had hoisted up the red flag on the cars
or waved them through the windows, lustily singing revolutionary
songs and shouting slogans of triumph. We had only one lorry to
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do propaganda for the strike. but the boys managed to celebrate
the victory from cven tramcar or bus that passed through Parcl.
Not one passenger was hurt or molested. Tram conductors let them
inwithout hindrance The broad grin of the police constables showed
that the thrill of a most successful strugglc has scized them too.

I went round among the knots of elderly workers The holiday
mood of thc moming was no morc therc. They looked grim and
thoughtful Uppcrmost in their mind was ~A Black Bill . . the
same lathis ..... Bullets too..... all this under a Congress Mimistry .
what to make of the Congress now. ...

The police had opened fire on three occasions and there had
been lathi charges. A number of workers were shot. two workers
died as a result of the shooting—Bhairoo Chavan and Bhagay
Waghmare add their names to the long list of workers who have
made the greatest sacrifice in defence of working-class nghts.

Interested clements who werce desirous of sphtting the umited
front of the Indian people tried to utihse the strke to drive a wedge
between the working-cfass and the Indian National Congress The
Times of India. the mouthpicce of the Briish Government. stated
on the eve of the stmke - It 1s a tnal of strength between the
Congress and the labour leaders.” This. however was far from
being the casc. the working-class of Bombay have a long record
of struggle under the lcadership of the Indian National Congress.
the strike was not under the leadership of anti-Congress clements

In order to show that workers understood what they were
struggling for. we will quote the most influential working-class
paper in Bombay, National Front :

The smashing victory of the strike 1s not a victory against the
Congress. It is a victory for working class unity. a victofy of the
same principles fighting for which the Congress has grgwn. and
therefore a victory for the Congress n the truest sense of the word
The fact that Dr. Ambedkar supported the strike. the fac ithat Sjt.
Jamnadas Mehta is the President of thc B.P T.U.C. cannot detract
from the essential character of the protest strike. It was a victory
over those who in the interest of enemies of the people seck to
divide the popular forces, who disrupt the umty of thc Congress
by their attacks on the working class.

m 7th November strikc was the greatest independent political
mbyﬂwpmhtaﬁatofﬁxiscmmtry.ltslmllpreparcthcpmhmﬁm
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for futurc actions on an ¢ven vaster scale The umty of the working
class movement achieved at Nagpur will be further cemented and
strengthened by this first great united action under the leadership
of the umted TU C for the defence of democratic rights of
organisation and action

The strike 1s of national sigmficance The workers downed tools
tn protest agamnst a measure itiated by the Congress Mimstny

The blood of workers flowed on the streets of Bombay on
November 7th because the Congress Mimstry remained deaf to all
appeals. refuscd to hsten to the demand made by the A1 T.UC.
representing over three hundred thousand orgamscd workers

The strike must act as the unifier of the national forces The
suicidab mimisterial policy of concessions to vested interests and
upholding policc firing in the name of non-violence must be reversed
Adhcrence to Truth demands admussion of the overw helming success
of the stnke The Black Bill whosc condemnation the working class
has wntten with its blood must be withdrawn The unity of the
people which has been achieved under the banner of the Congress
must not be allowed to be disrupted

Dr Suresh Banerji. President of the A1 T U C has, according
to latest nformation. been discussing the proposal for a Conference
between the Bombay provincial Trade Umon Congress and the
Congress Ministnies. with Jawaharlal Nehru and other leaders of
the Congress The workers are concerned with the unity of the
nation as a wholce . they scck to rehabihitate the cordial relations
that must cxist between the Indian National Congress and the Trade
Union Congress if India’s battle for freedom 1s to succeed

Janaharlal Nehru can play an important role in cornection with
this situation While in England he was conscious of the growing
rift between the Ministenal conciliators on the one hand and the
growing force of the labour and kisan struggle on the other He
indicated this in an article he wrote a the Labour Monthly n
August last year All left Congressmen. labour and kisan workers,
Socialists and Communsts. will look to Jawaharlal Nehru to give
a lcad to stop the dnft towards compromise The most effective
way to do this and to save umty would be first to consolidate all
these forces in the form of a determined bloc as the basis for
achicving the broader unity of the Indian people for the struggle
against the Federation.
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Chinese Communist Party
SALUTES PEOPLE OF INDIA

The following letter of greetings was received from the Chinese
Communist Party and read out in the Open Session of the
Congress at Tripuri :

The Communist Party of China through its Central Committee
sends brotherly greetings to Indian National Congress which meets
on March 10. 1939 Indians and Chinese arc the two great peoples
of Asia Both are oppressed by Impenalism The people of India
for more than half a century have been carrying on a struggle to
gain national independence and to emancipate a population of three
hundred muthons.

We firmly believe in your final success as we belicve in our own
victory over the Japancse aggressors The unity expressed in your
National Congress 1s the only way which you can achieve victory
over Impenalism.

Your National Congress 1s rallying the forces of all social
classes and of all the political parties of India to form an All India
National United Front which 1s the most important stepping stone.
The Chinese are united in their war against the savagery of Japanese
Imperialism in thc name of the entirc people of China We thank
you for all your sympathy and assistance. The first medical umt
sent by your Congress is now with the 8th Route Army‘ This is
the concrete proof that the peoplc of India are deeply in sympathy
with thc Chinese National Revolutionary vanguard S s to
your National Congress and long live the people of |

Published in : “NATIONAL FRONT", 19.3.1939. Page ~6



British Communists

GREET INDIAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS

The Hariputa Session of the Indian National Congress met under
the shadow of a constitutional cnisss. as a result of the unwarranted
interference of the Governors in the functions of the Congress
Mimsters.of Behar and the United Provinces It was the united stand
of the Indran People at this ume under the leadership of the Indian
National Congress. which forced the Govemor General to recognise
that the Congress Ministers would brook on interference in their
dutics under the Constitution

All-round development

Since the Hanpura Session there has been a decisnve growth in
the movement of mass struggle among the peasantry  Also duning
the past twehe months the cconomic struggle of the industnal
workers reached one of ity highest ponts since 1928-29 This
development of the struggle ot workers and peasants provides the
guarantee of strength jor the Congress n its fignt against the
Federaton and por Indian freedom  What 1s perhaps most important
i1s the gencral movement among the people n the Indian states
demanding democratic nghts and civil liberties We are glad to sec
that the Congress 1s giving its whole-hearted support to this
movement The movement for democratic nights in the Indian States
15 closcly bound up with the fight aganst the Federation

Fascist menace

During recent years the Indian National Congress has made
great stndes We feel an orgamsation with 5.000.000 members.
leading the fight of the great Indian people for hberation has
an important role to play not only i India but also m relation
to the present world situation The National Congress has

Published m * NAUIONAL FRONT March 19 1939
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taken its stand clearly on the issues of Spain and China. against
Fascism and in defence of democracy and peace. This is most
important. it has rcalised that the struggle for liberation of the
Indian peoplc is intimately linked up with the forces of progress
and democracy-in their fight to stcm the advance of reaction and
Fascism.

The threat of Fascism does not only menace the people in
democratic countries but also provides a real menace for people
in subject countries. Hitler's and Mussolini’s demands for colonies
are accompanicd by scrious attempts to take advantage of the
feelings of the colonial peoples resulting from years of oppression
and their hatred of imperialism. Agents of Fascism are active in
all the colonial countries, Palestinc and thc Arab countries. South,
North and West Africa, South America. etc. Centres are set up in
the fascist countrics in order to train colonial people to carry the
teachings of Fascism back to their countrics.

Fascism thus posés as the friend of hberty n order to extend
its murderous sway over peoples and lands now engaged in strugglcs
for National indcpendence and liberty. But the record of Fascism
itself, s racial theories. its mass murders in Abyssinia, Spain and
China, and its imperialist ambitions and alliances cxposes this
pretence as a sham and should leave our comrades in colonial and
semi-colonial countries in no doubt as to its rcal motives and
character.

In India. the Congress has unequavocally declared its opposition
to Fascism and its firm resolve to co-operate with the progre-
ssive forces of the world for peace dnd demacracy. The}Congress
has also dissociated the Indian pcople-from the fapcist and
pro-fascist policies and actions of the British National Goyernment.
The struggle of the Indian people against Imperialist dppression
has begun to be increasingly and consciously recogniséd as part
of the common struggle of the peoples of the world for democracy
and peace and against imperialism, Fascism and war, which must
be.waged by all of us unremittingly, with determination and with
unity.
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Call for Unity

In this situation, the greatest nced, obviously, is umty of all
the forces making for national liberation. The Indian National
Congress today carries the tremendous responsibility to lead this
struggle. Recognising the fact that this is bound up with the worldwide
movement against reaction, we clearly appreciatc the tremend-
ously important role that the Indian people can play frecd
from British Imperialism, alongside the democratic and progre-
ssive people throughout the world. to bring victory over the black
forces of reaction which are bringing us to the verge of a new world
war.

As wo in this country, call for the unity of all labour and
democratic forces, so at this urgent moment. the question
of paramount importance in India in our view s the unity of
all national forces under the leadership of the Indian National
Congress.

In sending our greetings, we once again pledge our support
to the Indian National Congress in its fight against Imperialism
and for the complete independence of India.

yours fraternallhy.

Harry Pollitt
For thc Central Committee

Communist Party or Britain

Vol-iv—2
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TRIPURI MUST SOUND
THE WAR DRUM

The re-election of Subhash Chandra Bose as the president of the
National Congress has created a grave and cnitical situation. Never
before in the history of thc National Congress was the Presidential
election fought round buming political issues. The controversy
which raged just on the eve of the clection revcaled sharp differences
inside the Working Committee which were expressed with a
considerable amount of bitterness. Immediately after Subhash’s
victory came the sensational news of the resignation of the seven
leading members of the Working Conmittec. who had issued a
statement opposing Bose’s re-clection. This was promptly
contradicted. But on the heels of this demal came Gandhp's article
which interpreted Bosc's election as a defeat for his principles and
policy and forcshadowed the resignation of the pr&sent Working
Committce members by asking Bose to choosc a "Homogencous
Cabinct ™ Political speculation 1s rifc in the daily press How will
this conflict between the Right and Left develop ? Who will win
at Tripuri ? Will there be a split ? This is how the question is posed
Impenahist press is of coursc gloating over the prospect A
compromise is regarded as a remotc possibility ™. says the Times
of India. “unless something unexpected happens duning the next
four weeks and preparations are going on for a straight fight™ (4-
2-39).

All this is happening against the background of a s¢rious and
menacing intemational situation. If the rapid advance pf Franco
leads to the collapsc of Republican Spain. Europe would be in the
throes of an acute war crisis in two months " time. British | 1alism,
in spite of its successive “appeasing™ surrenders to fascist
powers, is being driven into a position in which it is memaced more
than ever Today more than ever British Imperialism 1s vulnerable.
If we it out now, we win. An all round people s offensive is the
need of the hour. But this demands umty. umty of National
leadership, umity of the Cengress, unity of the entire people for

Published in . “THE NEW AGE ' February 1939
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a decisive struggle. To achieve this unity at Tripuri is the supreme
task before us. Our enemies expect hatile royal at Tripurt. It is
wishful thinking. They want the Congress to crack through the
pressure of inner conflict. It will facihtate their task of foistng
the Federation on India. The Viceroy has recently told us how
urgent il is in view of the advance of the totalitarian attack ! We
have to foil this game. We have to evolve unity out of this very
conflict which has arisen. This necessitates an analysis of i1ssues
around which the controversy raged.

Issues in the Presidential Controversy

Two issues came up 1 the controversy. One was political and
the other organisational. The political issue was about the struggle
against the Federation. Haripura had decided to combat the Federal
scheme with all the means at the disposal of the nation. The line
of the Working Committee in implementing this rcsolution has been
to wait and drift till Federation was actually on the point of being
cnforced. In the meanwhile the “experiment of office acceptance™
was to go on. The Right wing visualised a sort of a constitutional
crisis at the time of the Federal clections leading towards a settlement
resulting in modifications in the Federal scheme which would make
it worthwhile trying the ““experiment of officc acceptance™ at the
centre as well. For instance Babu Rajendra Prasad who charged
Subhash Bose of cooking ‘"imaginary diffcrences™ on the issue of
Federation visualises the fight against thc Federation thus :—

“What steps this non-co-operation (against Federation) would
take, whether there would be non-co-operation cven at the stage
of Fedcral elections or at the stage of acceptance of office after
election, was a matter of detail and tactics which would be decided
on the cxigencies of the situation then existing.™

(Bombay Chronicle ; 28-1-39)

Subhash Babu on the other hand. in a series of statements which
he published in December last, had clearly indicated an alternative
course. The most effective way of fighting the Federation according
to him was to take initiative now, to give an ultimatum to Imperialism
at Tripuri and launch an offensive without waiting for the Federation.

Bose and the Seven

Thus, while there 1s a general agrcement on the issue of fighting
the Federation on the basis of the Haripura resolution there is
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difference in tactics to be employed to implcment it. This divergence
in tactics however makes all the diffcrence. The policy of wait and
drift, when read in conjunction with the outspoken statements of
Satyamurti and Bhulabhai can only mean compromisc and the
acceptance of the Federation. Subhash Babu warned against this
tendency and made a fight against it, an issuc in the controversy
which preceded his election He stated :—

“It is widely believed that there is a prospect of a compromise
on the Federal scheme betwecn the Right wing of the Congress and
the British Government during the coming ycar. Conscquently the
Right wing do not want a leftist President who may bc a thom in
the way of a compromise and may put obstacles 1n the path of
negotiation........It is imperative in these circumstanccs to have a
President who will be an anti-Federationist to the core of his heart.™

While Sjt. Bose took his stand on the anti-federation struggle
and on his plan of action the seven Right wing lcaders who opposed
Bose tried to make out as if therc were no differences at all on that
political issue They opposed hus election on formal grounds —**Re-
election was only resorted to, in cxceptional circumstances
Presidential clection should be unanimous.™ Bosc was accused of
sctting up new precedents by forcing a contest They did not want
the presidential ¢lection to be made the issue of a pohitical vote
They wanted the president to be hke the “speaker ™ in the parliament.
who is supposed to be above party-politics. This raiscd an
organisational issuc, Subhash protested against thc cfforts of the
seven members of the Working Committce in bringing pressurc
upon Dr. Pattabhi not to withdraw from the contest. He protested
against their attempts to influence the democratic yote of the
delegates.

Vote For Bese—A Vote for Struggle

b 5& f Thus there were two issues before the dclegates whep they went
ﬁ Q’—z_l;'lg"ﬂw polls on the 29th January : (1) A militant plan bf action to
il the Federation, and (2) the bureaucratic manipulation of

ISy gbers of the Working Committec who wanted to prevent
BoNof a leflist President. The majority vote for Subhash

both these points. Personal as well as provincial
s might have swayed a certain section of the VOIErs .

Repbole it was a pofitical vote, It was a vote for a militant
—th 324254
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policy in fighting the Fedération. It was a rank and file vote against
bureaucratic manipulation of certain Working Committee members.
It was a vote for a democratic functioning of the Congress. The
majority vote cast in favour of Subhash gets added significance
because of the following factors - (1) Seven leading members of
the Working Committee had deprecated Subhash’s candidature and
the raising of political issues in the presidential election (2) Rajendra
Babu had criticised Subhash’s views on Federation stating that they
were ““not crystallised enough™. (3) Jawaharlal Nehru had, in a
sensc supported the contention of the Right wingers that the issue
of the Federation was irrelcvent as there was no difference among
Congressmen on that score. (4) Gandhiji had not spoken. but the
fact that fic had not prevailed upon Dr. Pattabhi to withdraw in
favour of Subhash and thus avoid a contest was a pointer in itself.
That the delegates voted for Subhash in spite of these factors shows
clearly that the vote is a defimte indication of a swing towards the
left. It reflects the militant mood of the Congress rank and file
whom the dclegates represent and consequently the growing will
of the people to fight. Masses are on the move fighting against every
form of opprcssion in the States and in the British provinces. The
realisation of the weakness of Imperialism is dawning upon the
people. The dissatisfaction with the Congrcss Ministries s growing.
These factors have swayed the votc.

Gandhiji’s Warning Finger

Can we thercfore say that it was a 100% left vote ? Can we
celcbrate 1t as a left victory ? We cannot and must not. It is not
a vote against the present lcadership; nor can it be interpreted as
a vote for an alternative leadership. They have voted for militant
action and a democratic functioning. They want the present
leadership to implement their verdict. Gandhiji knows the weakness
of this majority. A considerable section of it has implicit faith in
Gandhiji. His sensational statement after Subhash’s victory is aimed
at them —

“Since | was instrumental in inducing Dr. Pattabhi. not <o,
withdraw his name as a candidate when Maulana Sahib had rétired,
the defeat is more mine than his. [ am nothing if [ do not'répresent
definite principles and policy. Therefore it is plain to 8¢ thgtthc
delegates do not approve of the principles and pohcy% which 1
stand,”
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Gandhiji points his warning finger to the rank and file delegate who
has voted for Subhash and says—In voting for Subhash you have
voted against me. To Subhash he says, you have won. Form your
own “homogeneous Cabinct’™ and carry out your programme. You
think yours is *'the most forward and boldest policy and programme.™
Carry it out. You have my blessings. But | am afraid “the minority
if it cannot keep pace with it must come out of the Congress™ and
the ministrics too may have to resign if you make “changes in the
parliamentary programme as fixed by the erstwhile majority.™

Subhash’s Plea for Unity

Gandhiji's statement opens up a disastrous perspective. It is a
challenge to unity as well as democracy within the Congress. If
every time a minority whose vicws arc rejected were to take the
coursc of non-co-operation no united and democratic functioning
would ever be possible. It is an open encourgement to the right wing
leaders of the working committec, to non-co-operate with Subhash
it is a provocation to the Left to accept the challenge of an ali-
left Working Committee. A left conference has jlst concluded its
informal deliberations at Calcutta. It is rumourcd that conference
of the Right-wing leaders 1s to meet in Wardha. Is it a preparation
for a battle royal at Tripun and a spht ? Only a splitter, an cnemy
of the people. can wish for such a culmination. It is the duty of
the Left—especially of the Socialists and Communsts to rise equal
to the occasion and find out of this situation the path for unity in
common fight. Sjt. Subhash Bose in his reply to Gandhiji has takcn
the correct line :—

*“Assuming for argument'’s sake that the result implies a victory
of the lcft, we should stop to consider what the Leftist’§ programme
is. For thc immediate futurc the leftists stand for Nhtional umty

take the responsibility of creating a split within the Congress : if
agplitdoescomeitwillcomeaboutnotbecauseoftlmnbutin
spite of them.” (Times of India 4-2-39).

Wanted a United War Council

How do we procced to implement this line concretely ? The issue
beforgﬂwcounuyismt»vhetherwchavea“tigﬂ”oralcﬁ
“Cabinet”. The Congress is not a parliament. The nation has more
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urgent tasks to facc than play thc game of the Cabinet and the
Opposition—however benevolent. The Congress has been and is
a fighting organisation. It has to bc far more so in the future. Each
one of its decisions is a decision for the fight for freedom. It needs
a united leadership and a United Congress to lead a united people.
We have to talk not in terms of a Cabinet but of a war council
and a general staff. Decisions democratically arrived at have to be
carried out with a military disciplinc by all in equal mcasure. There
cannot be any standing aside in this grave hour In order to achieve
unity of action and leadership we have to concentrate on achieving
an all-round agreement on the plan of action which we have to adopt
at Tripyri. Let the left with Subhash and Jawahar at the head take
the initiative in drafting the main ommbus resolution for Tripuri.
Let it be placed before the country for discussion. Let it be deliberated
upon by the Working Committec. Let there be a maximum give and
take so that a united resolution laying down a concrete plan of fight
against the Federation results. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash
Bose have to take joint initiative in this matter. They alone can
perform the task. in the present situation, of achieving unity between
the Right wing of the Congress on thc one hand and the Left. the
labour and Kisan forces on the other. on the basis of a common
plan of fight. This has to be achicved before Tripuri so that the
president elect and the Working Committee are able to come before
the AL.C.C. with an agreed and a fighting resolation.

Agreed Plan of Action Possible

The central question therefore is whether an agreed plan of fight
is possible. As pointed out in the beginning of the article we have
to deal with two opposing lines.

The line of the present working committee has been “Wait and
watch till the Federation comes and drift in the meanwhile. On the
issue of ministrics the guiding princigle has been, follow the line
of least resistance. no embarrassing demonstrations, and minimum
violence ‘to maintain® non-violent atmosphere™ On the issue of the
States the line in practice has come to individual aggressive and
to an actual strugglc of the States people.

The alternative line of Sjt. Bose and the Left may be summed
up thus. Ultimatum at Tripuri to Impenialism, immediate preparation
for struggle. More militant policy to be followed by the ministries,
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better understanding between the Ministries and the labour and
Kisan organisation and avoiding of conflict in the camp of the
National Front, further widening of civil liberties with counter
guarantees ensured by the joint agreement between Congress and
the Labour and Kisan organisations. On the issue of States—
centralised and co-ordinated guidance and help to the states peoples’
struggle through the Indian National Congress.

As pointed out in our last month’s Editorial, the one is a line
which leads inevitably to compromise and conciliation, through the
avoidancc of struggle, while the other is a line of a people’s
offensive which is dictated by the national as well as international
situation. Is it possible to achieve a common line of action in view
of these differences ? We say yes. Our reasons are as follows. The
line of the Right is understood by its rank and file as also a line
of struggle. It is understood as a tactic of “hasten slowly!”* With
the rapidly developing situation the need for an offensive is dawning
upon this rank and file also. The majority vote for Subhash is a
clear indication of this change.

The British Offensive

Let us examine this point more in detail. British Imperialism
has been playing a‘loosing game throughout the last year against
the Fascist Dictators ; consequently it is being driven to an increasing
attack against the subject peoples of its Empire. It must defend its
imperial possessions with all its might. The continued exploitation
is its main source of strength in the coming war. That is why the
British Government is taking an increasingly aggressive attitude
towards the Indian people as a whole and against the Congress.
Inspitc of the repeated resolutions of the Congress Assembly Party,
the Viceroy has continued to extend the lease of life of the Central
Assembly. The Central Government is being used as a
the purpose of the autocratic central federal authority. Vi
of Indian Trade and Industry such as ratio, reservationjof coastal
shipping, discrimination against foreign capital entering into new
industries etc. are being turned down. The British Central
Government is conspiring with the Princes to smash the States
people’s struggle for responsible govemment by staging ‘“‘Organised
goondaism” and inciting communal riots. As Gandhiji recently
remarked, the States people’s struggle is becoming an issue between
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the Congress on the onc hand and the Central Government on the
other. Lastly as the Viceroy recently announced the Federation 1s
not far off. Revised draft of the instruments of instruction have been
issued to the Princes and their replies arc to be obtained within six
months.

Our Reply—Uiltimatum

The rising militancy and magnitude of the mass struggle in the
British provinces and the Indian states as well as rejection of the
Federation by all parties undoubtedly delayed the offensive. But
it has not been stopped entirely. With the worsening international
situation it is being intensified. Conflict between the Congress and
the Government is already developing on the issu¢ of the Central
Government of the states and of the Federation. That is why the
time is tipe for grasping the initiative for an offensive for giving
an ultimatum of 6 months to the British Government demanding
complete independence, all power to the people, through the
Constituent Assembly. The draft resolution must lay down that if
the National Demand is not granted within six months the Congress
decides to launch a direct all India struggle, the form of which will
be determined by the A.I.C.C.

Six Months’ Preparation

This draft resolution must also include the following points
which lay down the policy and programme of action to be followed
during the intervening 6 months.

(1) Agitation for the dissolution of the present Central Assembly.

(2) A uniform programme for the States. Co-ordinated and
centralised guidance and help to the States people’s struggle through
an AL States Committee directly under the Working Committee.
All India demonstrations, organisation of relief etc. organised by
the National Congress in solidarity with the States people’s cause.

(3) A 6-month programme of preparation for struggle. A unified
All-India Volunteer Corps, as nucleus of the National Army. Creation
of politically and technically trained cadres for the continuation of
struggle and organisation under the conditions of repression. Actively
Functioning Congress Committee, campaign for the purification of
Congress organisation without prejudice to its broad basis and
democratic functioning.

(4) An essential condition for the preparation of the struggle is
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the liquidation of all conflict between the ministries and the labour
and Kisan organisations. Special efforts have to be made to achicve
an understanding between the ministries and thesc organisations on
the issues of agrarian and labour legislations and on the issue of
Civil Liberties.

(5) Similarly thc state of tension between the Congress
Committees and the Trade Unions and the Kisan Sabhas must be
replaced by fratemal relations.

(6) Unity with communal minorities, especially the Muslim and
the untouchables, through appeal for joint struggle against the
Federation. Coalition Ministrics wherever necessary and possible
on the basis of the Congress programme of struggle. granting of
all minority demands and the working out of a radical agrarian
programme.

Tripuri’s Battle Call

We have outlined the main points of a draft omnibus resolution
on the basis of which we want Subhash Bose and Jawaharlal Nchru
to achieve unity between the Right and the Left. We are of the
opinion that a serious and paticnt cffort must be made to achicve
agreement in an enlarged meeting of the Working Committec on
such a draft resolution. The right-wingers must agree to accept the
plan of the ultimatum and the intcrim preparation. The Left, the
labour and Kisan organisations wil! be willing to come to a rcasonable
agreement with the issue of civil liberties. The Left will ever be
willing to make sacrifices in the interest of national unity and for
joint national struggle. If such an agreement results in an agrced
resolution the Working Committee in the next few days then Tripuri
would be an unprecedented demonstration of nation’s unity and
militant strength. The people’s ultimatum would be given, the
nation’s clarion call for battle will call millions to attentidgn. Tripuri
will tumn a new leaf in the history of our nation’s sttulc for
emancipation.



TRIPURI—A REVIEW

Tripuri reflected all the weaknesses and defects of the national
movement at the present stage. The Congress was faced with an
unprecedented crisis. It met at a time when both the national and
international situation demanded bold decisions. But it was the
organisational crisis which overshadowed all and dominated the
entire session.

The Background

Since after the withdrawal of the Civil Disobedience Movement.
Congress organisation, its influence and populanty have grown at
a tremendous pace. The National Congress has increasingly come
to rcpresent the consciousness of the Indian people, and has
embodied their urge for freedom and independence. This immense
growth of the mass influcnce of the Congress has not been fully
reflected in the leadership of the Congress. While the masses are
increasingly on the move and mass struggles are bursting out on
all sides. the leadership continues to follow a policy of drift and
compromise As expressed by Gandhiyji at the time of Office
Acceptance, the policy dominating the Congress has been one of
using the Ministries to avoid revolution on the one hand and a mass
civil disobedience on an unheard of scale. on the other. The working
of Ministries has, if anything. intensified the tendency of drift.

The failure of the Congress leadership to reflect the new urge
and consciousness of the masses has resulted in the increasing
disillusionment of the Congress ranks in the policy of drift. Subhash
Babu's re-election in the face of the opposition of the dominant
leadership of the Congress was an indication of this radicalisation
in the Congress ranks, of the dissatisfaction with this policy dictated
from the top.

Subhash’s clection by the deleguies was a vote for a militant
policy on the part of the Congress. Gandhiji and the right wing
members of the Working Committee, however, too it as a votc of
noconfidence in themselves and the latter resigned from the Working
Committée precipitating a crisis in the national organisation.
Published in : “THE NEW AGE" April, 1939
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Subhash’s victory in the election did not imply lack of confidence
in the old leadership of the Congress. It was a mandate to thc same
leadership for the new policy of preparation and struggle. This
mandate the old leadership refused to accept and camc forward with
the theory of ‘“‘homogeneous Cabinet™ as if the mandate of the
dalegates was not for the Congress as a wholc but for Subhash
Babu alone.

Issues Confused

Events moved fast after Subhash Babu's election. The resignation
of the old guards of the Working Committec threw the entirc
country into confusion. The political consideration which had decided
the voting in favour of Subhash had been thrown into the background.

The solution of the orgamisational crisis which had becn
precipitated by the Right had come to occupy the foremost place.
Tripuri met at this juncture with the heart of every Congressman
throbbing with anxiety. The fate of the Congress and the entire
national movement was in the balance. Will Tripuri mean a split?
Will it be able to overcome the crisis ? These were the questions
dominating the minds of all at the cve of Tripun Congress.

The right wing leaders had propounded thc-theory of a
homogeneous cabinet. This meant complete withdrawal of the co-
operation of the right and ultimately forcing Bose to resign his
presidentship. Homogeneity plea only mcant that the Right wing
was propounding the view of incompatibility of the two wings of
the Congress. Mahatma Gandhi had written in this strain just after
the Delhi. A. I. C. C. walk-out and it scemed as if the theory was
going to be put in practice and the Democles’ Sword which had
been hanging over the Congress was going to fall and have its
victim,

While the Right was thus taking its stand on the bpsis of a
disruptive policy, thcre was a section of the left which equally
going to the other extreme and threatened disruption fromgthe Left.

The Swing to the Left—Its Limitations
and Shortcomings

Durmg the course of the last threc or four years, the Left has
gained increasing strength. Dissatisfied with the policy of drift
followed by the leadership, more and more ranks have tumed
towards the Left which was showing the way out of the difficulties.
The Leftward swing has been rapid and swift. But the parties of
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the Left were not so swift in absorbing the new elements which.
were groping their way towards them. The Communists and Socialists
wcre not able to give these new Left element the education and
training which would makec them conscious lefts, and enable them
to play their proper role in the national struggle. Organisationally,
the place of most of them was within the C.S.P., but the C.S.P.
was not cxpanding: it has been marking time for a long period.
These new left clements fell an easy prey to certain adventurist
leaders in the Congress who, due to their old factional past were
not so much concerned with the Congress accepting the new policy
of struggle, as with getting control of the Congress organisation.
Congress Working Committee to them was a pawn in the game and
it had somehoyw to be brought under control. These elements also
supported the homogeneous cabinet proposal, only from the other
side. 'They wanted a Working Committee cntircly of the Left and
of themselves in which the old leadership was to find no place. The
most consistent exponent of this theory was Roy who in the course
of a manifesto distributed at Tripuri said “Irrespective of the
attitude of the older lcaders, re-constitution of the Supreme Executive
of the Congress must take place as a logical consequence of the
result of the presidential election. ™ For, according to him. *“otherwise
the Congress will not be given an alternative leadership and the
historic nccessity of a consciously revolutionary leadership will not
be fulfilled.”

Between these die-hards from the Right and the Left Congress
seemed to be facing disunity and disruption. Theii tug-of-war had
alrecady diverted the wholc issue before Tripuri away from the
political plane. The problem of the Change of policy, of the adoption
of a policy of struggle and conscious direction had already been
relegated to the rear.

The Possibilities

Tripuri Congress presented immense possibilities. The majonty
of the Congress delegates had voted in favour of a new policy when
British Imperialism was faced with a grave crisis in international
arena. lts policy of appeasement, instead of succeeding in its end
has whetted the appetite of the fascist powers. When the stocks of
British Imperialism stood so low, it was exactly the time when the
National forces were maturing in their rovolutionary strength.
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Workers, peasants. students, all section of the population have been
rising to a new awakening and consciousness. The people in the
States were rising from their slumbers of centuries and were on
their march. This was the opportunity to launch an offensive on
the part of the Congress against the proposed Federal Scheme.
against the Imperialist domination itself and achieve the independence
of the country. As a corollary to this new policy of the Congress,
there was the need for a united leadership which would properly
reflect the desires and aspirations of the Congress. The united
lcadership in which both the Left and the Right could co-operate
and enable the Congress to make the advance that national and
international situation demanded. With the election of Bose the
possibilities of such as advancc opened before the Congress and
a historic step forward, by which the Congress was to make a
breach with the past policy of drift and prepare for launching an
offensive, and have a leadership which would unify and head the
entire forces of the Congress and the Nation to participate in this
struggle, was on the order of the day.

The Communists and Socialists realised the possibilitics of the
situation and consciously worked in the direction ofumaking this
advance. They formulated the tasks facing Tripurr. Congress should
emerge as a Congress of unity and struggle, struggle through unity
for struggle. They moved for getting the Congress to accept a
programme of struggle which would be the best guarantee of
revolutionary unity.

Unity and Struggle

A draft of the National Demand resolution agreed between the
Socialists and Communists was prepared which after reviewing the
increasing strength of the forces of struggle declared that, “taking
into account the situation in the country and outside. the Congress
feels that the time has come to lead all this rising tide, intdf a nation-
wide attack at the very existence of imperialist dominfition and
secure for the people of India a Constitution of their ows making,
To this clarion call for an immediate offensive was attached a
concrete programme of action for the Congress “‘to put the
organisation on a fighting basis”, to eliminate factors making
communal dissensions and disruption, to build a much stronger
front against imperialism by drawing closer the organisations of
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the workers and peasants. to develop the fighting capacity of the
people, by the Ministries utilising the opportunity of offices more
fully. to co-ordinate and develop the struggles of the peoples of the
various states as an integral part of the national movement, the
creation of a national volunteer corps. so that by the time the
Congress met again a fit situation may be created for the enforcement
of the national demand for Independence.

The resolution if passed would have been a charter of struggle
and would have given the lead to the nation for the final struggle
for independence.

The Communists and Socialists not only agreed among
themselves, but also approached the Left nationalists with the
agreed draft and got their consent for the same. The entire Left
stood united for pressing this programme of struggle upon the
Congress anti putting the Congress on different rails. The first
condition of success in getting this programme accepted was the
unity of the left itself which had been fulfilled. It was now possible
to press it upon other sections of the Congress. so as to make it
the programme of the Congress as a wholc. Jawahar was approached
and he agreed in substance with the draft. Jawahar s agrecment was
of great importance. for with him in favour there was a fair chance
of the resolution being passed by the Congress itself. But while the
programme was accepted by the entire Left. its implications were
not grasped. Programmec of struggle necessitates united Congress
and only unity in the entire national ranks could enable this
programme to be carried through. While there was a section of the
right which neither liked this programme nor wanted a really united
Congress. there was a section of the left as well which accepted
this fighting programme but would not accept its nccessary
implication of fighting for maintaining the unity of the congress.
and of working for a united Working Committee which would have
the co-operation of both wings of the Congress. They were thinking
in terms of a Left Working Committec and working for the same.
It was necessary for the United Left t. take the imtiative for
proposing a united Working Committee as well, in order to
supplement their proposal for the united fighting programme.
Here the left failed and allowed Tripuri to be turned into a
Congress which shirked real issues of the movement and carried
on fight on non-political personal plane.
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The Communists and Socialists put their entire weight in favour
of a united Working Committee. They attempted to win the support
of the right as well as the lefts in favour of this. But they met with
concerted opposition from both the quarter. With Bose as the
president, the left was in a position to seize the initiative and put
forward the proposal of a united Working Committee. Such a
proposal on Bose’s part would bave rallied the Congress except
the disruptive elements of extreme Right. It would have enabled
us to act as the unifiers of the Congress. Those who would have
opposed the proposals would have exposed themselves as disruptors.
Under the united pressure of the left, centre and the reasonable
elements of the Right, Congress unity would have been forged on
the basis of united Working Committee and a sound basis for a
militant fighting programme of the Congress would have been

prepared.
The President’s failure

This was not to be. The proposal of the Communists and
Socialists for making a move in this direction was not liked by the
Rashtrapati probably under pressure from thc nationalist Left
elements who wanted an exclusive Left Workin® Committee or at
least a Working Committee with a clear majority for the Left. The
failure of Bose to take the initiative left the field frec to the right
and they were not slow to take advantage of the situation.
Right Seizes the Initiative

With signatures of more than 100 ALC.C members they
sponsored a resolution in the A.1.C.C. wherein they proposed the
unity of the Congress but a unity which was on terms advantageous
to the Right

Pant’s resolution embodied the Right wing’s method of bringing
about unity in the Congress. It attempted to restore he domination
of the Right wing in the supreme organ of the Cdngress. It was
not a move for a united Working Committec in which the Right
and Left would co-operate; it was for installing a Right Working
Committee with which the Left must co-operate unconditionally.
The resolution even administered a rebuke to the President who as
the representative of the Left had got clected to the Presidential
chair. Thus the resolution restored unity in the Congress by
demanding complete sarrender of the Left.
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The failure of the left to take the initiative in favour of unity.
enablcd the Right to capitalise all the sentiments for unity in favour
of this resolution. Thc mover made a fervent appeal for unity in
the Congress ranks and asked all those who wanted unity to support
the resolution. The left was put on the defensive. Instead of coming
out as unifiers. they had to plead and argue that they also stood
for unity but on terms fair to both the wings. The Left was put
to the necessity of moving amendments to get thosc portions delcted,
which militated against real unity, and which in cffect were meant
to squeeze the Left.

While the entire Left could not be united in favour of a positive
lead for a united Working Committec, it was possiblc, after some
differcnces, to unite all the left clements cxcept the small group
round Roy in favour of the amendments to Pant’s resolution.

The pusition taken by the Left was clear. Unity in the Congress
ranks was absolutely indispensable. for only a united Congress
could lead the country against imperialism. At the present, when
we give a call to the nation for a nationwide struggle against
imperialist domination, it is not the time te emphasise our ideological
differen¢es with Gandbhiji and his followers. We have differences
with Gandhiji, we will never give up our right to speak about them,
but right now Gandhiji’s co-operation and guidance is essential, we
therefore; accept that under Gandhiji's leadership a united Working
Committec must be given the task tu preparc the country for
launching the offensive against Imperialism.

There were voices in the Left which were against the acceptence
of Gandhiji’s leadership. They would emphasise the necessity of
over-throwing the same. It appeared opportunistic to them to consent
to Gandhian leadership. Little do they rcalisc, however. that they
are taking an abstract point of view. The task at Tripun was not
to popularisc our critique of Gandhism. with a view to ultimately—
sometimes in futurc—Dbring the Congress undcr our lcadership. Fhe
task was now and herc to commit the whole Congress to that
forward step which would enable us .5 launch a struggle against
imperialism. Thosc who would care for the immediate advance and
who would see that this advance alone could be the stepping stonc
for more advance in future had no hesitation in considering Gandhian
leadership as inevitable for the present stage. It is only the infantile
babblers who would think that their principles are so weak as to

Vol-iv 3
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be in danger of being lost sight of, unlcss they protested in season
and out of scason, who think that their revolutionary purism would
be lost if they accept Gandhian leadership even though it be for
launching the struggle against imperialism, in short only thosc who
value words more than struggle, could protest aganst the stand
taken by the left. The Left uncquivocally came forward to point
out the undesirable features of the resolution. They protested against
the positions which implied lack of confidence in the democratically
clected President, against thc attempt made in the resolution to
reconstitute the domunation of the Right and made an appeal for
modifying the resolution so as to transform it in favour of a united
Congress and a united Working Committec.

A Moral Victory

In fighting for the amendments to the rcsolution. the left was
really fighting for gcnuine unity in the national ranks The entire
strength of the left was being put in favour of the policy of forging
a united Congress. the fittest instrument for national struggle The
left was therefore able to mobilisc many centre clements It could
win the sympathies of a large mass of dclegates. Even when the
Right refused to modify the resolution, and pressed it to vote. the
Left went to vote with thc sympathisers of the centre and of many
of those also who voted in favour of the resolution The left
mustered 135 against 218 of the Right. the highcst votes that the
left has yet got in the history of thc Congress. It was clear that
though defeated in votes, the moral victory was of thc Left. the
moral sympathies were with them and the delegates would record
a higher voting strength in favour of the Left

The Landslide

But the lessons of the entire developments seem to have been
lost upon a section of the Left. They did not rcalise that they could
win and make any advance only fo the extent that l&;: fought for
adcditional umty, that the task of the left 1s not to worl{ for scctional
gains, but to strive their best for national advance. an4 to the extent
that they do that, they advance their own strength and the strength
of the nation. The extreme left section failing to see this obvious
truth reinforced by the experience at Tripuri. easilly got provoked
and staged thc rowdy demonstration in the open scssion. The
Communists and Socizlists had forestalled some such ugly
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developments and prepared their ranks to fight against any such
move. But a small element who style themselves as * left” alienated
the sympathies of the centre and prepared for the landslide of the
votes on the following day.

Sarat Babu’s stand on the National Demand resolution still
further exposed the left nationalists as opportunists. The National
Demand resolution certainly did not embody all that the left wanted
but it marked a great step forward and enabled us to take the
Congress as a whole in the direction of a fighting programme. Sarat
Babu’s opposition to the resolution as a whole made it impossible
for the Left to stand united and further alienated the sympathies
of those who stood for a militant programme, on the basis of a
united Congress.

A Session of Lost Opportunities

Next day’s debacle was a foregone conclusion, The moral victory
of the Left in the Subjects Committec had been transformed into
a moral victory of the Right by the adventurist acts of the irresponsible
‘Left”. The great opportunity of making a historic advance in the
development of the united Congress was thus lost. For this the
extreme right eclement was certainly responsible to a great extent.
But the adventurist left was also responsible to a greater cxtent,
first by refusing to allow the united left to take the initiative for
a united Working Committee and then by creating the scene in the
open session and thus preventing all chances of utilising the pressure
of thc mass of delegates to force the right to modify the resolution.
Tripuri is a session of lost opportunities for the left because of
the irresponsible anti-united front and ultrasectarian attitude of
a section of the left.

This failure of a scction of the left cnabled the right wing to
concentrate the attention of the entirc Congress on Pant’s resolution
to the extent of pushing the real issues of struggle to the rear.
Nonetheless, the Tripuri Congress has marked a real advance in
its political decisions.

The original draft of Jawaharlal was partially based upon the
agreed draft of the felt. It declared that “the time has come for the
full application of the principle of self-determination to India. so
that the people of India might establish an independent democratic
state by means of a Constituent Assembly’. It, however, still lacked
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the operative part and did not indicate what the Congress decides
to do in order to achieve this goal. The joint amendment of the
Communists and Socialists attempted to remove this deficiency
But Jawaharlal himself came forward to accept the central idea of
the amendment and incorporated in the resolution that *with a view
to prepare the country for a nation-wide struggle. this Congress
calls upon all parts of the Congress organisations. Congress
Provincial Governments and the pcople generally” to eliminate
communal disruption, co-ordinate thc work of Provincial
Governments with work outside the legislatures and to strengthen
the Congress organisation, ‘so as to make it a still more effective
organ of the People’s will.”

For Nation-wide Struggle

The National Demand resolution marks a definite stcp forward
For the first time, it calls upon the Congress “to prepare for a
nation-wide struggle’. The Haripura resolution on Federation simply
reiterated the Congress opposition to the Federation. and declared
that the Congress would combat it whencver it was imposed. thus
leaving the initiative to imperialism to choosc its own time and
opportunity to inaugurate the Fedcration. It imphcd that the Congress
would not seizc.the initiative on its own. But the National Demand
resolution makes an estimation of thc national and ntcrmational
situation and declares that the time has come for preparing the
country to lunch a nation-wide struggle. it calls upon the Congress
and the people to prepare for such struggle. The resolution thus.
while not calling upon for an immediatc offcnsive. gives us the basis
for moving the entire Congress, for precparing for a mighty national
struggle in the immediate futurc and thus take the Congress on the
road of mass movement and away from the present policy of dnft

The resolution on the States Peoples struggles ‘also registers
some advance over the Haripura resolution. The folicy of non-
mtervention in the States has been given up. But the advance in
the resolution only reflects what already constitutad the practice
towards the movement in the States. The initiative to organise and
co-ordinate the States™ Struggles is still lacking in the decision over
States problem. But as in the case of the National Demand
resolution, the resolution does provide a basis for an increasing
identification of the Congress with thc struggles of the States’
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Pcoples And the imtiative and work of the Left can force the
Congress to co-ordinate and unify thesc struggles to a greater extent
and thus prepare both the British Indian and the States people for
the coming nation-wide offcnsive

Tripuri Congress places a great responsibility on the left. United
Left can capitalise the political advance made in the Tnipuri resolution
and lead the united congress on to the path of struggle and offensive
against imperialism, objective which we have cherished for years
and which is now almost within our grasp. For this, we need the
strength of the entirc left directed towards the sole purpose of
popularising the National Demand resolution. of politically and
organisationally preparing the country for the call given in the
resolution, always bearing in mind that the National Demand can
only be achieved through unity and struggle. Encrgetic work for
both will cnable us to repair the damage donc at Tripuri, to recapture
the opportunity lost there and to take the country nearer to its goal
of independence.

We must however. sound a note of warning against the disruptive
tendencies already at work There is a section of the right which
wants to go back upon the repcated assurance that Pant’s resolution
did not mcan a vote of censure upon the president. which is trying
to worsen mattcrs and which seems to think that the passing of the
resolution is a blank card to them to launch an offersive against
the left. thus giving free rein to disruption in the Cong:¢ss. There
is also a scction of the left which would refuse to accept the verdict
of Tripuri and think of going behind it by devious means. Both will
have disastrous consequences. The duty of the genuine left, of every
Congressman is clear to prevent disruption from either side and to
seriously sct about the task of preparing for the coming struggle
which both the national and international situation is beckoning us
to start
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JOINT STATEMENT OF P. C. JOSHI
AND JOIPRAKASH NARAYAN

On Formation of Congress Working Committee

With the meeting of the A.I.C.C. fast approaching. the fact that
the Working Committee of the Congress has not yet becn formed,
is causing concern to all Congressmen and the country generally.
We feel certain that 1f the AI.C.C. meets without thc Working
Committce there will be utter confusion and renewed bitterness and
conflict. It is imperative, therefore, that the Working Committee
is formed before the A I.C.C. The delay, whatever its cause may
be and certainly be President’s illncss and Mahatma Gandhiji's
preoccupation with Rajkot affairs are among the main. has already
been regrettable. particularly in view of the critical state of affairs
in Europe

They Must Meet

Discussion Tegarding the formation of Working Committce has
been proceeding for some time now between the President and
Mahatma Gandhi. We fcel strongly this is a matter that cannot be
scttled satisfactorily through correspondence. In our humble opinion
it is nccessary that the President and Mahatma Gandhi should meet.
If due to Rajkot tangle such meeting is not possiblc before 28th
April, the A.I.C.C. should be postponed for a week or two as found
necessary. The issue of such a mementous question should not be
left to the hazardous chances of correspondence.

No Irrelevant Issues

We further feel that in the formation of the Working Committec
no irrelevant considcrations should be allowed to intrude. Questions
such as were raised by an *‘ultravires’" issue and the question of

This relates to the situation created in Indian National Congress following
victory of Subhas Chandra Bose as President in Tripuri Congress and Pant
Resolution adopted in the same Congress. Pant Resolution curbed the authority
and freedom of the President of Congress to furm the Working Committee. This
joint Statement was Published in “NATIONAL FRONT", April 3, 1939.
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the programme for the year. ctc.. should not be allowed to cloud
the issue. We are glad that the "ultravires" matter had been cleard
up. and as we understand. it was scttled to Gandhiji's satisfaction.
As for the programme for the year. the issue is irrelevant to the
formation of the Committee. The latter cannot lay down new
programmes; it can only cxccute those laid down by the annual
session of the Congress and the A.I.C.C.

For United Leadership

Regarding the constitution of the Working Committee, while,
according to thc Congress resolution the latter must be formed in
accordance with Gandhiji's wishes. and while it must consist of
men of proved integrity, ability and standing, it should, in our
opinion be a Composite Committee symbolising united leadership.
In vicw Oi the national and international situation, this becomes
doubly imperative. We hope that Gandhiji will not overlook the
necessity'.

Against Disruption and Side-tracking

Finally. we hope that nothing will be allowed to happen that
may put any obstacle in the way of Gandhiji's giving his advice
in this matter and of the Tripun resolution being implemented. Any
such eventualtiy would recreate a crisis at the A I C.C.. which can
only damage further the unity and prestige of the Congress and
deflect the country’s attention from the main tasks nd problems
facing it.

The Main Task

These problems clearly are how the Congress and the country
arc to meet the war crisis that is fast overtaking Europe and Asia.
That already cxtends from Shanghai to Gibraltar and how to
preparc in accordance with the resolve of the Tripuri Congress to
strike at the roots of Imperialism in India and to prepare for a
nation-wide struggle.

Nation Waits for Lead

The nation looks to the forthcoming sitting of the A.I.C.C.. to
give a concrete lead in this regard and devise means of strengthening
the Congress and maintaining and extending the National unity that
it already represents and expresses. Let us endeavour so that the
A.LC.C, fulfils the hopes of the Nation.



INDIAN NATIONALISM
AFTER TRIPURI

Ben Bradley

TRIPURI, A VILLAGE in Central Provinces, sprang into fame
when the Indian National Congress decided to hold its 52nd Session
there in March last. Despite the fact that certain issucs and serious
conflicts overshadowed the eve of this Congress session, the delegates
who attended were able to overcome thesc conflicts and register
very remarkable and important decisions. The Resolution on the
*“National Demand"" must bc considered a definite political advance.
This resolution calls for a “*nation-widc struggle,”” and demands
that the Congress organisations and also the Congress Governments
should take steps to prepare for this.

The possibilities of carrying this resolution inte effect can be
better understood when we measure the struggle of the Congress.
Within three years the Indian National Congress has increased its
membership from six hundred thousand to a figure which stands
now at over four millions. This Phenomenal growth of the Congress
membership has reflected the increasingly strong and representative
character of the Congress as the united organisation of the national
movement with the overwhelming election victories of 1937, the
achievements of the Congress Ministries in the Provinces and the
accompanying mass awakening. The growth of Congress
membership has helped to transform the character of tije Congress,
raising to a high level the popular struggle against Impgrialism, and
is one of the most important features in the situatiop in India.

Coupled with this there has been the unprecedented fievelopment
of the struggle of the workers and peasants. On the Workers® side
the most significant event was the achievement of unity of the Trade
Union movement at Nagpur last year which was quickly followed
by the fusion of a number of parallel unions. In the strike struggles
the workers have shown remarkable determination. The textile
workers of Cawnpore, after a long struggle, won a victory forcing
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the millowners to implement the recommendations of the Congress
Inquiry Committee, and whilc cementing Congress-Labour unity.
have built a powerful union of 18,000 strong.

Powerful strike movements were also conducted 1n places as far
apart as Kandesh, Sholapur. Calcutta, Madras and Bihar; while
one of the most important events of the year was the great one-
day Protest Strike of the Bombay workers on November 7 against
the Trades Dispute Bill.

At the same time therc has been a tremendous development of
peasant struggle and organisation. By huge demonstrations and
marches and daily struggle against the Zamindars, they are
developing their movement against oppression and terrorism. The
third Session of the All-India Kisan Sabha which met at Comilla
representcd the organised strength of 550.000 paying members.
The fourth scssion which has just concluded at Gaya records a
membership of over 8.00,000.

In unity with the growth of the mass movement 1n what is known
as British India. the people of the Indian States, forced hitherto to
exist under the despotic rule of the Rajahas and Princes. have
moved into action demanding democratic rights and civil liberties.
Throughout the States, in Orissa, Rajputana, Rajkot, Gujerat and
Deccan, people have been drawn into this struggle. Extreme terror
and the shooting down of people has characterised the struggle in
Mysore, Travancore, Dhenkanal, Talcher, Ranpur and other States.
The people in the States organised themselves into Praja Mandals
(States’ People’s party) in order to achieve democratic rights and
relicf from their economic burdens.

These mighty mass struggle of the workers, peasants and States
people during 1938, the building of their indcpendent working-class
organisations. and the rapid increase in the membership of the
Indian national Congress indicated a political awakening of vast
new sections of the Indian people. These newly-awakened sections
provided a dynamic force within the National movement, demanding
the fulfilment of the Congress election pledges and the development
of Congress activity towards the utilisation of the mass force as
a weapon to challenge Imperialism.

The Conggess has been functioning in office as Ministries for
two years in nine Provinces out of the eleven in British India. We
must recognise the restricted possibilities imposed by financial
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limitations under the Constitution. for carrving through legislation.
Despitc this thc Congress Ministries in these Provinces have gone
some way towards redecming their election pledges in the face of
these extreme difficulties.

While the workers have been pressing their demands for decent
wages and conditions and for factory legislation. and the peasants
have been demanding relief from indcbtedness, reduction of rent.
revision of Tenancy Laws and more expenditure for social and
cultural amenities, therc has been a growing fecling that the Congress
Ministries have not moved quickly enough.

Jawaharlal Nehru has indicated this in his statcment. **Where
Are We?™" as follows :

The machinery of Government was working in much the same
way as of old. although various reforms had been introduced In
Madras especially the Congress Government functioned in some
ways perilously like the old Government.

This tremendous mass awakening was now merely expressing
itself in the demand that the Congress Ministries fulfil their clection
pledges more speedily. but that the Congress organisation be adapted
to methods of struggle morc fitted to the conditions oPa mass party.
they demanded that the struggle against the Federation be conducted.
not bnly within the Parhamentary spherc. but also outside

The question of Federation became the centre-point of these
gathering issues within the movement. The Congress stood commutted
to a policy of resisting and preventing the introduction of the
Federal Constitution, which would represent. not in any scnse cven
a limited constitutional advance. but a strengthening of reaction and
of the grip of imperialism in India. The acceptance of office in the
Provinces was clearly understood and statcd in all official documents
to represent not a acceptance of constitutionalism. buf a stage of
preparation for future mass struggle to win complete independence
on the basis of a Constitution framed by a frecly clected Constituent
Assembly. ,

Imperialism, on the other hand was determined to:impose the
Federal plan at as early a date as possible, saw in the formation
of the Provincial Ministries a step to a policy of collaboration. and
openly expressed the hope that, despite the official decisions to the
contrary, in practice it would be able to secure, when the time came.
the co-operation of moderate elements in the leadership of the
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Congress. Various conversations took placc between prominent
representatives of imperialism and individual Congress lcaders. and
rumours began to be spread that a compromisc was in prospect.
There was no basis n any official declarations for such rumours.
It was true. however, that individual moderate leaders had made
statements which implied a possible compromise on the basis of
a modified Federal Constitution; and many left wing elements,
already alarmed at the “‘drift to constitutionalism.’” and knowing
that the right wing was dominant in the ‘*High Command,” feared
that, despite brave words. a surrender would follow.

In reality the decper issue behind these controversies lay in the
question of the mass basis of the Congress and its relation to the
developing mass struggle of the workers and peasants. Only in
proportion. 3s thc Congress deepened and strengthened its mass
basis and its organic rclation to the mass struggle could it develop
the strength to be capable of defeating Federation and imposing 1ts
own terms on impenalism. The fears expressed by the moderate
elements of the lcadership with regard to the rapid advance of the
workers™ and peasants” movement, the deprecation of class struggle
as a violation of ““non-violence,”” and increasing readiness to use
or defend police coercive measures against strikes and unrest.
mcant incvitably that, whatever their subjective intentions, objectively
they were travelling along a path which led to increasing compromise
with impenalism. This danger. however. was not to be met by
shrilly reiterated negative declarations or denunciations of the right
wing, but only by a positive constructivc programme and work for
strengthening the mass basis of the Congress, increasing its
responsiveness to mass demands, building up workers’ and peasants’
organisation, cnlightening the membership on the issues and working
to influence the policy of the Ministries accordingly. This was the
task which the Socialists and Communists, who were wining
increasing influence within the left wing, tried to accomplish.

It was in this situation that Subhash Chandra Bose, who had
been nominated President the previous year without a contest,
decided to contest the Congress Presidential election this year for
re-election, on the basis of posing the political issue of launching
a nation-wide struggle against Federation and resisting the tendencies,
which he described as existing in the right wing leadership, towards
compromise. For the first time the presidential election was contested.



44 O Documents of The Communist AMovement In India

The key importance of the contest lay in the fact that thc Working
Commiittee, or ruling organ of the Congress, is not clected. but
nominated by the President: thus the election of the President is
the constitutional opportunity for the voice of the membership to
be expressed with regard to the character of the leadership of the
Congress. The opposing candidate to Bosc was supported by Gandhi
and the majority of the members of the old working Committee
Bose was supported by the Communists, Socialists and Left
Nationalists. In the event Bosc was elected by 1575 to 1376 votes.

The election of Bose, in the face of the opposition of the official
machine, led to a sharp inner crisis. In fact the result of the personal
election of a President, while having its importancc as a baromcter
of feelings among the rank and file, could by no means be regarded
as a definitive political judgment or indication of a left majority
in the membership. The subsequent proceedings at Tripuri were to
prove this. But the interpretations that werc at first placed on the
result, both among many of the right and on the left. were such
as to raise dangers of sharp division imperilling the unity of the
Congress. '

M. K. Gandhi, in a public statement. intcrpreted the result as
a personal defeat for himself and his policies. and threatened the
possibility of a secession of right wing from the Congress. Twelve
of the fificen members of thc Working Committce resigned. in
order. as they explained, to lcave a free field for Bosc. and also
on the grounds that they felt that in his election campaign he had
cast aspersions on their bona fides. Jawaharlal Nehru also resigned
from the Working Committce, though with a separate statement
explaining his special viewpoint (this will bc fourld more fully
explained in the booklet issued by him in connection vyith the crisis.
entitled ‘“Where Are We?"*) The imperialist press loudly announced
a “‘split’’ of the Congress. The controversy. as it dgveloped was
in danger of moving from a political to a personal| planc.

While the Right Wing viewed with alarm the re<lcction of S.
C. Bose and the consolidation of Left forces around him as being
a challenge to their leadership, certain disruptive elements on the
left began pressing for the ‘‘scizure of power™ and thc formation
of an entirely new Working Committee around S. C. Bose. Since
the left wing is still a minority in the Congress, as the results of
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Tripuri showed, this would have meant an attcmpt to impose a
minority leadership on the Congress and thus mvite a split.

When the Tripun Congress met. therc was thus a dangerous
crisis requiring to be solved. Both on the nght and on the left there
were tendencies which were ready to press forward the issue to a
split. Those sections, including the Socialists and Communists, who
were concerned to maintain a united leadership representing and
balancing the relation of forces in the National Front so as to
preserve a united front for the coming fight against imperialism
were faced with an extremely difficult task. Nevertheless, it can
be stated with confidence that the results of the Tripuri Session,
even though not fully satisfactory in all respects, show that all
efforts at disrupting the United National Front and the Congress
from whatcver quarters. were frustrated for the time being and that
the finad d¢uissons mark and an advance in the national struggle
for India’s frecedom.

Our task now is to examine the decisions of Tripuri and to find
out how they can be cffectively used as weapons to further strengthen
the Congress. increasing its mass basis, and carrying forward the
struggle

It was clcar that the first task facing the delegates at Tripuri.
before policy or programme could be considered. was the need to
clear the atmosphere. In this connection 1t was the Right which took
the initiative by moving a resolution of confidencc 11 Mahatma
Gandhi. The resolution was a bid to restore the status quo in
leadership around the personality of M. K. Gandhi, but at the same
time dragging in a question of alleged aspersions cast against
former members of the Working Committec and laymng down that
the new Working Commuttce must be nominated in accordance with
the wishes of Gandhi. There was considerable opposttion to the
later part of this resolution. The Communists and Socialists stressed
the necd for a united leadership including members of the old
Working Committee, at the same time calling for a policy of
advance. While this resolution was pa: <ed (by 218 to 135 in the
Subjects Committce) it left a considerable amount of heartburn
among the delegates.

The main resolution of the Session was on the ‘‘National
Demand.”’ The resolution stated that the Congress has for more
then half-a-century striven for the advancement of the people of
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India and that it had carried the Nation a long way towards
Independence. The resolution traces the steps in pursuance of its
objective and reiterates the Congress declaration of uncompromising
opposition to the Federal part of the Government of India Act. and
determination to resist its imposition. We will quote the rest of the
resolution :

The Congress declares afresh its solemn resolve to achicve
independence for the nation, and to have a Constitution framed for
a free India through a Constituent Assembly elected by the people
and without any interfcrence by a foreign authority. No other
Constitution or attempted solutions of the problem can be accepted
by the Indian people. The Congress is of the opinion that. in view
of the situation in India, the organised strength of the National
Movement, the remarkable growth of the consciousncss of the
masscs. the new awakening among the people of the Indian States.
as well as the rapid dcvelopment of the world situation, the time
has come for full application of the principle of self-dctermination
to India, so that the people of India might establish an independent
democratic State by means of a Constitucnt Asscmbly. Not only
the inherent rights and the dignity of the peoplc gemand this full
freedom. but also the economic and other problems which press
insistently on the masses cannot find a solution. nor can India get
rid of her poverty and keep pace with modem progress unless the
people have full opportunities of self-government and growth. which
Independence alone can give. Provincial Autonomy affords no such
scope for development, and its capacity for good is being rapidly
cxhausted; the proposed Federation strangles India still further, and
will not be accepted. The Congress thereforc is strongly of the
opinion that the whole of the Government of India Act must give
place to the Constitution for a frce India made Uy the peoplc
themselves.

An independent and Democratic India will face the solution of
our great problems rapidly and effectively, and will lige herself with
the progressive peoples of thc world, and thus aui the causc of
Democracy and freedom.

With a view to the specdy realisation of thc Congress objective
and in order to facc effectively the national and international crises
that loom ahead, this Congress calls upon all parts of the congress
organisations as well as the Congress Provincial Governments and
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the people gencrally to prepare themselves to this cnd. to promote
unity and in particular to strengthen. purify and discipline the
organisation. removing weakness and corrupt-g influcnces so as
to make it an cffective organ of the people’s will.

On thc question of the Indian Statcs the congress resolution
welcomes the awakening of the people in the States. The resolution
registecred Congress support to thc demand for responsible
government and Civil Liberties. and declarcd that the movement
for frecdom and self-expression in the Statcs was an integral part
of the larger struggle for freedom of the whole country. It is also
important to notc that thc resolution states :

The great awakening that is taking place among the people may
lead to a relaxation or to a complete removal of the restramnt which
the Congress has imposed upon itself. thus resulting in the ever-
increasmng dentification of the Congress with the States peoples
The Working Committec is authorised to issue nstructions in this
behalf from time to time as the occasion arises

The congress desires to reiterate that its objective, complete
independence. 1s for the whole of India. inclusive of the States.
which must have the same measure of political. social. cconomic
and rchgious frcedom as a part of India

This was the first occasion that the W. A F. D. Party of Egypt
sent a delegation to attend a Congress Session. The visit «f the W.
A. F D dclcgation symbolised the solidarity of the movenuent for
freedom in India and Egypt

The rcsolution of greetings to china reads :

The Congress scnds 1ts greetings to the people of China and its
deepest sympathy in their trails and privations in therr struggle
agamst ruthless and inhuman Impcrialism. It congratulates them
on their heroic resistance

The Congress expressed its approval of the sending of a Medical
Mission on its behalf to the people of China and trusts that this
Mission will continue to receive full suppa-t. so that it may carry
on its work of succour effectively and be a worthy symbol of Indian
solidarity with China.

The resolution on the “‘National Demand™ and that on the
Indian States both mark a political advance of the Congress on the
previous scssion held at Haripura. The ““National Demand™
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resolution lays the basis for the development of a nation-wide
struggle. The whole of the Government of India Act must go, giving
place to a Constitution for a free India framed by a Constituent
Assembly full representative of the peoplc of India. It must be the
immediate task of sections of the national movement, united within
the ranks of the Congress in India, to translate into action the last
paragraph of the resolution—the Tripuri Congress calls upon ‘-all
parts of the congress organisation as well as the Congress Provincial
Governments and the people generally to prepare themselves to this
end, to promote unity and in particular to strengthen. purify and
discipline the organistion, removing weakness ahd corrupting
influences so as to make it an effective organ of the people’s will.”

The rapidly-moving international situation leaves no time to be
lost. Tripuri is over—our task must be how to make the Trnipuri
resolutions decisions for action. The plan of action put forward by
the Communists was not accepted—there is no doubt that it would
have strengthened the resolution—but the task now is to stengthen
the execution of the resolution. The resolution gives a call to the
people of India, to the Congress organisations and to the Congress
Governments to prepare for a nation-wide stgyggle.

There are tremendous possibilities taking the resolutions as it
stands. The extent to which the resolution becomes one of action
will depend upon how the Congress organisation and Congress
membership as a whole develop their local plan of action which
will prepare the country for the nation-wide struggle. Each step
must be carefully considcred. We put forward the slogans at
Tripuri—Unity and Struggle—these must still be our slogans. No
steps should be consciously taken which would impair the unity
of the Congress. The degree to which we are able to preparc and
strengthen the Congress organisations, the type, of qucstions on
which the Congress organisations will be activisefl must inevitable
be reflected in the policy which the congress Minigtrics pursuc. The
task now falls upon the shoulders of all Congressmen to
make the Tripuri National Demand resolution 4 live resolution.

The resolution on States people has shown what can be
accomplished—the tremendous advance made by the Indian States
peoples between Haripura and Tripuri. By the steady activity and
struggle of the States’ people themselves, they compelled the
Congress to recognise the relationship of the struggle in the States
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as integral parts of the larger struggle for freedom of the whole
country.

A number of lessons are provided by Tripuri. We can certainly
regard Tripuri Session of the Congress as an advance. The
Communists and Socialists as a whole seriously endeavoured to
meet in a responsible fashion a difficult situation and greatly helped
in the constructive result which was finally achieved.

We should beware of false friends—those who gave the lead
for a disruptionist ‘‘Revolutionary’’ Working Committee—and
thus did their utmost to wreck the unity of the National Front.

The Socialist and communist unity achieved at Tripuri must
be carried to a wider field. A united Socialist Party would be
capable of obviating the weaknesses that showed themselves at
Tripuri and will be the surest guarantee that the political decision
of that Session of the Congress will be implemented

(Published in ‘‘THE LABOUR MONTHLY"',
May 1939, London.)
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ROY EXPOSED :
RUPTURE WITH
MARXISM OPENLY SEEN

B. T. Ranadive

In one of our articles we demolished the tall claims made by
M. N. Roy about his “‘consistent and revolutionary™” stand at
Tripun. We undertook the painful task of disillusioning Roy and
his followers about their ‘*ideological battle ™ and proved that they
were indulging in day dreams when they announced themselves as
uncompromising revolutionaries. We traced these dishonest claims
to pohtical adventurism and we based our case entirely on the
speeches and writings of M. N. Roy himself. The charge of distortion
levelled by his followers, therefore, is baseless and hardly merits
attention.

In the preserit article we wish to show how the advocates of

*-alternative leadership™* have taken an opportumst attitude on
fundamental questions. and how they resorted to abject surrender
to the Right. whenevcr the struggle against drifi assumed a concrete
form.

One of the major problems on which the present day
constitutionalist leadership adopts an opportunist and disruptive
attitude is the question of the working class.

Right Wing and Working Class

The task of building up all-embracing unity under the banner
of the Congress, thc task of winning over the wopking-class. has
been hampered and obstructed by the Rightist lcadership all these
years.

The adoption of the economic demands of the fvorking-class in
the Congress Election Manifesto did not alter the athitude and policy
of the Right Wing towards this vital question It frowned upon the
growing struggles of the workers, and often took a hostile attitude
The logical culmination of this attitude was to be found in the firing

Published in "NATIONAL FRONT" June 11, 1939.
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on Bombay workers on 7th of November. The firing at Chirala and
a number of other places, thc banning of stay-in strikes, the
application of the Criminal Law Amendment Act against Ahmedabad
strikers, the incarceration of the Sholapur leaders, and the repeated
application of Section 144 to strike struggles.

The inclined plane of Gandhism was leading to disintegration
and disruption. Gandhian constitutionalism was manifesting itself
in a concrete and ugly form. A waming against disruption was
necessary.

Roy’s Stand

How did the advocates of alternative leadership struggle against
this dangerous tendency ? Through his organ, Independent India,
Roy no doubt protests against the growing attacks on the liberties
and right< < the workers. And yet in a speech delivered in January
1938 Roy made the following contribution towards a resolution of
the problem. ‘‘Under the given conditions of our country the
industrial working class 1s a negligible factor If for some reason
or other, they stay out of the anti-imperialist struggle, this will
not be very much weakened. Therefore, the Congress may not be
much concerned with the attitude of the industrial workers *". (Our
Problems. Appendix 11p. XXIIV)

A confirmed Rightist could not have misrepresented the case
more effectively. That the workers represent a ‘minute minority’
and that therefore they can be neglected with impunity has been
the stock-in-trade of the Gandhian argument for more than a decade.
Like the Gandhites, Roy poses the problems of the peasantry in
opposition to the workers and asks the Congress to continue the
reactionary tradition of neglecting the workers and splitting national
unity. Splitting the workers from the peasants is an old strategy
and Roy plays the Rightist game when he says that the **Congress
may not be much concemned with the attitude of the industrial
workers.™’

The utter opportunism and surrenv.r to Rightist disruption
involved in this formulation can be realised in the background of
what was happening on the working class front. Lathi charges.
firing, section 144-in short every kind of repression followed in the
close wake of the wage-increase, it was just on the working class
front that nationa! unity was being disrupted by the Right
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constitutionalism. that the civil liberties of the pcople were being
daily attacked.

By his opportunist formulation Roy not only failed to fight
against this concrete manifestation of present-day Gandhism, but
actually justified it. If the people are told that the industrial working
class could be neglected they are not likely to portest effectively
against the repression directed against it. What concerns the people
is the effectiveness of the national struggic. They are not concerned
with abstract ideas about civil liberties. The Royist formulation,
therefore, objectively justified the attacks on the workers and
sanctioned the Rightist practice in relation to the proletariat. The
man who thundered against the constitutionalist tendencies in the
Congress, became its theoretical exponent on the working-class
front.

A Somersault

In Roy’s message to the Bombay Labour Conference, Roy has
to say the following about the working class * This being the case,
no other section of the Indian people 1s more concerned with the
problem of political independence than the working class. That
indecd is the real problem of the labour movement?” " (Independent
India. 17th October 1937). Nearly four months after this Roy made
the second formulation which asked the Congress not to bother
about the industrial workers. Roy asked the Congress not to concern
itself with a section which, according to Roy himself, is more
interested in the political struggle than any other scction. Can
opportunism and inconsistency go further ? Can an effective national
front be built in the country by excluding the section most vitally
interested in the emancipation struggle ? Let it be remembered that
the policy of excluding the working class from the National Front
is the policy of the Indian bourgcoisic and its spokdsmen are the
Right Wing. Roy. the Marxist, openly accepts this gonception of
the National Front and yet has the hardihood to p himself as
a revolutionary. Heaven save all Indians from such dolutionarics.

Rupture with Marxism

Roy’s rupturc with Marxism 1s openly secen here. Roy fails to
make a class approach, fails to see in the working class the most
modemn class with a specific role to play in the Indian struggle
To him the problem is just a problem of minute minority vs
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overwhelming majority. A ‘marxist’ who totally rejects the role of
the working class in the struggle for emancipation. a “marxist™ who
fails to see that the working class must take the initiative in uniting
the forces of national resistance, a ‘marxist’ who is prepared to
keep the working class away from the national struggle, that is what
M. N. Roy is. By denying this role Roy pleads against national
unity and helps the growing disruption at the hands of the Right.
For national unity will always be in danger so long as the working
class does not come out as its powerful defender.

By denying this role Roy sceks to deprive the Indian struggle
of its striking power. Occupying the most strategic positions in the
sphere of production, the working class has got a striking power
totally out of proportion to its numerical strength. The general
strike of vdii.ag class is the most effective weapon in the National
Armoury The compromising leadership will not utilise it ; they arc
afraid of it. It therefore seeks to keep the working class out of the
path of national politics. But what has Roy to fear from it if he
is a Marxist? Our Marxist regards the general strike as an "utopia’
and sccks to banish thc entire working class from thc national
struggle in order to do away with this communist “*dream **

Royists and The November Strike

It is this complete abandonment of Marxism the drivcs Roy and
Royists into opportunist practice. They have always talked about
extra-parliamentary struggle. They indulge in loud and heroic resolve
to fight the constitutional tendency in thc Congress. And yet when
they are put to the test. they run away from the field like cowards,
surrendering before the onslaught of the Right.

Take for instance the 7th November strike against the Black Bill
in Bombay. The Bill was an attack against the democratic rights
of the working class. It was and attack against the militant Trade
Union movement. It was a national calamity because by attacking
the working class movement the Bill sought to weaken the striking
power of the nation. Roy and his followers supported the move for
a strike, protested against the attack and were loud in their
declamations aganis\ the Right Wing. This is what Roy wrote in
his message to the worker’s rally on the 7th November : **No lover
of Civil Liberty can dispute the propriety of the decision (to strike)
which we shall confirm today......I am confident that the decision
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will be acted upon and a magnificient example of working class
solidarity will be given.’” (Independent India, 6th November.)

The working class was not in need of any such exhortation. It
acted under the leadership of the Communists and faced the bullets
and the wrath of the Right Wing. But where were the Royists—
who pretend to carry out an uncompromising struggle against
Gandhism. They were not with the workers. They were not be seen
anywhere when the workers blood was flowing on the streets of
Bombay, as a result of Gandhian Constitutionalism which they had
condemned. After wordy exhortations for solidarity, they themselves
retired from the field and resigned from the Council of Action and
left the communists and the workers to face the lathi charges. And
all because the Right Wing threatened to take disciplinary action,
against those associated with the strike. Four days before the
strike, Com. Kamik sent in his resignation and justified his step
in the following unconvincing words : ‘‘But I think I will be able
to serve the working class morc effectively by remaining within the
Congress, with the object of making it more and more amenable
to working class.”” And therefore this licutenamt of Roy denied
himself ‘The pleasure and privilege of helping in the organisation
of.protest strike.”” It almost looks likc a Gandhian self-denial!

Royists from Maharashtra also ran away from the conflict
pompously announcing that they do not want to play into the hands
of those how seek to drive the radicals out of the Congress. That
is how Royists with all their tall talk about overthrowing Gandhian
leadership, fail to resist its onslaught in practice. They run away
from the battle before it starts ; when present-day Gandhism mani-
fests itself in a concrete form, they turn their tails, leaving the
communists and the workers to fight the drift and p democratic
rights. Yet in their blind opportunism they directfall their fire on
the communists and blatantly parade themsglves as promising
revolutionaries. .

The same opportunism was seen in connectiony with the protest
strike of the Sholapur werkers in February 1938. The Sholapur
workers decided to organise a protest strike to demonstrate their
anger at the callous treatment meted out to Harendranath Munshi
and to demand the relcase of all political prisoners. They struck
work the same day when the Bihar and U.P. Ministries tendered
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their resignations. The Royists together with the Rightists propagated
against the strike, propagated against the communist leaders and
tried to sabotage the extra-parliamentry action of the workers.

On the Kisan front

This is how Royists acted in spite of thier loud protestations in
favour of cxtra parliamentary movement, in spite of their
declamations against the constitutional tendency. That is how they
always surrender to the Right Wing when put to test. The surrender
of Roy to Rightism on the peasant front is equally glaring. Roy
is not tried of reminding his readers that the agranan revolution
1s the the crux of the Indian revolution And yet he askes an ultra-
Rightist stand on the question of Kisan Sabhas which are mobilising
peasant discontent on an unprecendented scale The Rightists
opposition to Kisan Sabhas 1s wellknown. The risc of Kisan
Sabhas is challenging the monopolist right of the Right Wing to
be the interpreter of the peasant discontent. Led by radicals they
arc attacking national reformism at its sorest point. The Rightists.
therefore, denounced the Kisan Sabhas as anti-Congress and anti-
national They sought to ban the Kisan Sabhas at Haripura but were
forced to agree to a compromise resolution Their opposition to
Kisan Sabhas becamc morc active just because they have become
the greatest stumbling block in the way of a “constitutional
functioning™ of the Mimstrics. The opposition to the Sathas was
part of the constitutional game.

Our ‘Marxist’ leader fell into the trap and sang the Rightist
tune on the question of the peasant orgamsations He became a
violent anti-Kisan Sabhaite and even cniticises the Right Wing for
the concession made at Haripura.

His ‘Marxist’ contribution to the problem was made in the
follwing words :— ““As regards the organisers of the Kisan Sabhas.
they are mistaken to think that their activities will ever strengthen
the Congress or do any good to the peasants - bemselves. Independent
Kisan Sabhas cannot be organised without weakening the
Congress....... Therefore, any propaganda or organisational activities
which will pursuade the peasants to leave or stay out of the
Congress, must be characterised as counter-revolutionary.” (*“Our
Problems’” Appendix I pp. XXVI-XXVIIL.)

Roy pleads for transforming the Congress Committess into
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peasantorganisationsandhavingmadcthisappealhetlﬁm:stlmt
the problem is solved. He then chastises the Kisan Organisers, and
upraids them for mobilising the peasants, shakes his head at the
growing strength of the Kisan Sabhas and forecasts that all this
is bound to weaken the Congress.

Why Kisan Sabhas Grew

Here Roy completely forgets the history of peasants struggles
of the past. Before the national struggle developed into a country
wide movement, peasants unrest expressed itself outside the
framework of national politics. In the non-co-operation movement
there appeared to be a fusion; the peasants marched under the
banner of the Congress and yet the National struggle has not yet
learnt to talk the language of the peasantry. The 1930 struggle also
failed to fuse with the peasant masses, and only a few demands
of the peasantry figured on the national programme. For the time
being the peasantry was led by the capitulation leadership, but it
practically broke through it when its no-rent campaign upset the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact. Though led by a number of Congressmen, the
discontent of the peasant masses broke through the narrow framework
of compromising policy.

These events prepared for the subsequent developments. A number
of Congressmen turned to the peasant masses to organise them and
enrich the National struggle. They knew that only a strong peasant
movement would prevent the collapse of the Congress and of the
National struggle in the future. The rise of the Kisan Sabhas,
therefore, was historically determined by the failure of the
capitulatory leadership to lead the peasant discontent. The Kisan
Sabhas to-day constitute the main guarantee that the National

struggle will have the imprint of the peasant discontent ¢n it.
Roy forgets all this and denounces the Kisan Sabhas ps anti-
Congress organisations. He fails to sce that under present itions

the Kisan Sabhas constitute the only guarantee against the di
between the national and the peasant struggles. On the ,
he imagines that they must necessarily come into conflict with the
Congress and thereby create national disruption.

Thanks to the Kisan Sabhas the demands of agrarian revolution
have been popularised. The agrarian unrest is being more and more
centralised and on the crest of this developing discontent the Kisans
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are more and more turning towards the Congress. Moreover, it is
through these peasant organisations that a consistent resistance was
put up against the policy of drift. Had it not been for these independent
organisations the Congress Ministrics in some provinces at any rate
would have degraded themselves to the level of the anti-Congress
Ministries in Bengal and the Punjab.

Coming into existence as a result of the compromising tendencies
of the national leaders the Kisan Sabhas have become the continnous
target of attack at the hands of the Right. The Right Wing is getting
incensed at seeing its main mass basis being torm away from under
itself. For the Kisan Sabhas led by radicals are storming the very
basis of Natjonal Reformism.

But Roy as a ‘Marxist’ joins hands with the Rightists even on
this question and supports the policy of attacking the Kisan Sabhas.
Thus once more we find that on another vital question Royism
surrenders to Gandhism in practice. In spite of Roy’s declared war
against Gandhism he takes an identical stand both on the Working
Class and the Kisan Fronts. Whatcver may be his reasons, in
practice it amounts to nothing but abject surrender before the
present day practice of Gandhism.

How Communists Fight Reformism

The communists whom Roy maligns have continuously defended
the independent Kisan organisations because they saw that in them
today lies the guarantee of activising the peasant masses. They have
defended the freedom of the Trade Union movement, entered upon
protest strikes in defence of working class liberties because they
refused to believe that the Congress could neglect the working class
with impunity. Unlike Roy they refused to prostrate themselves
before the Gandhian conception of that National unity and never
forgot that for Marxists the working class is the most vital class
for the regeneration of the Nation. Instead of waging imaginary
battlcs on the basis of abstract principles thc Communists challenged
the disruptive tendency concretely in every field and attempted to
arrest the growth of the constitutional tendencies inside the Congress.
They never remained content with expressing their verbal sympathy
for extra-parliamentary struggle but actually conducted them in the
most vigorous manner. Concretely attempting to check compromise
the Communists only gave such slogans as could be implemented
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without creating disruption. Their aim has been to bring about such
a change in the correlation of forces inside the Congress and the
National struggle as would check more and more the vacillations
of the Right Wing till they are finally overcome. That is why while
fighting the disruptive trend most militantly on the mass front the
Communists fought doggedly for united leadership, inside the
Congress. Roy and his followers who have run away from cvery
battle denounce this slogan as an opportunist one. They suddenly
became heroic and wanted to spirit away the Right Wing leadership
without any change in the correlation of forces and only on the
strenght of the fact that Roy had declared the Right Wing to be
antiquated. The Communists on the other hand gave the slogan just
because it expressed a new shift to a new change over. It meant
and end to the monopolist claims of the Right to lead: it meant the
emergence of the Left as co-sharer in the task of National lcadership.
The Royists would not have been Royists had they understood this
simple thing.

To conclude, Rovism with all its tall talk about the Jehad against
Gandhism succumbs to it on every vital question. It rejects the class
role of the Working Class and thereby scvers itself from Marxism.
It adopts the liberal bourgeois outlook towards the Working Class
when it says that the Congress need not bother itsclf about the
Working Class.

It loudly protests its loyalty to extra-parliamentary struggle and
runs away at the mere mention of disciplinary action. On the Kisan
Front it joins with the Right Wing in denouncing the peasant
organisations and thereby defers the task of organising the peasants
in the immediate future. It fails to recognise that the Independent
Kisan Sabhas are a source of strength to the Congress and that
they are cffectively sapping the main basis of National Reformi§m.
Refusing to fight concretely, running away from cvery batle,
adopting the Gandhian standpoint on the most vital questions Roy
believes that it is engaged in a life and dcath conflict with
Gandhian leadership. In practice it all amounts to wordy warfhre
essentially helping the disruptive tendency.



WHERE DOES UNITY OF
THE LEFT STAND ?

P. C. Joshi

The actual breaking out of a world war is drawing nearer and
nearer. In such a critical period nothing would suit Imperialism
better than passivity and division in the national ranks. This alone
would enable Imperialism to successfully yoke India to its war-
chariot. OurNational lcadership, instead of preparing the country
for the impending struggle, instead of forging greater unity in our
own ranks, continues to sit with folded hands and instead of
preparing for an offensive against Imperialism in carrying through
an offensive against the Left, i.e., splitting the unity of the National
Front and suppressing the forces of struggle. This suicidal policy
can only lead to the strengthening of Imperialism and our collapse
before it even without a struggle. This is the supreme danger facing
our national movement.

Conflict within the Front

The discontent against the Right is growing by leaps and bounds.
Large sections of the rank and file, not only of the Leit. but even
those who the other day were under the influence of the Right, are
going "Left". Their resentment against the disruptive policy of the
Right is assuming the character of an elemental revolt which can
be characterised as —the Right is fighting us instead of Imperialism,
let us struggle to throw out the Right then, that will clear the path
for struggle against Imperialism. In short, we are being faced with
the prospect of fratricidal struggle within thc National Front rather
than fraternal unity of the Front against Imperialism.

The Left partics and groups stand divided and, therefore,
politically weak and ineffective and unable to give a positive
direction to the discontent of the rank and file. Unable to unite
themselves they are far away from being able to unify the forces
of the nation. Thus the offensive from the Right coupled with the
inability of the Left to successfully overcome it has created a
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situation which the opportunist and factious elements are able to
exploit under slogan of struggle against the Right.

Unify the Left

We communists saw what was coming and as early as September
1938 at the time of Delhi A.I.C.C. gave the call for the unity of
the Left, through a Left Bloc, to unitedly check the policy of dnft
and disruption by positively implementing the fighting programme
of the Congress and thus generating a movement which would be
able to maintain the unity of the Congress and also lead it onward
to struggle.

At that time and subsequently several leading comrades of the
C.S.P. took the stand that organisation of thc Left itself was
disruptive, it would evoke greater offensive from the Right and
would inevitably become an anti-Right combination. We argued
with them long and patiently that if we had pleaded for the unity
of the Left against the Right that would be disruptive of national
unity—Left disruption as a blind reaction to Right disruption. On
the other hand, we were pleading for the unity of the LefTas unity
of those Congressmen who stood consistently for the policy of
unity and struggle. We argued, refusal to unite the Left meant
refusal to resist Right disruptive policy, to fight for the unity of
the Congress, to strengthen the forces of struggle. which would
lead ultimately to capitulation before British Imperialism and
growing disintegration and wholesale demoralisation in the
national ranks.

Subsequent events bore us out. The events at Tripuri and
Calcutta A.I.C.C. disclosed the ruthlessness of the Right ant‘:hne
inability of a disunited Left to move the majority of Congress|

Emergence of the Forward Bloc

The inability of the socialists and communists to agree ‘pon
ﬂnmessnyofunnmgﬂwwlwlel.eﬂledtotheemergmofthe
Forward Bloc, a coming together of the Left nationalists to organise
themselves and along with the socialists and communists. We
welcomed the Forward Bloc as expressing the urge of the Left
nationalists to unite themselves. But we pointed out that by itself
it could not be the expression of Left unity for which a Left
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conference representing all Leftists, and not only the Left nationalists,
was necessary where the form of unity of the, various Left elements
could be hammered out. We asked the leaders of the Forward Bloc
to clarify their aims and political platform. The published platform
of the forward Bloc was unexceptionable and in fact such as alone
could be the aim of any genuinc Left group. But the speeches and
statements of some of its foremost leaders disclosed departures
from the policy of United National Front.

Political Basis of left Unity

There was Jlight or loose talk about split in the congress. We
understood the need for the unity of the Left to struggle for
maintaining the unity of the Congress itself. To-day, Congress
alonc can be flie organ of people's struggle against Imperialism.
To split the congress is like butchering ourselves and giving up
the struggle against Imperialism. It is the Right that is seeking to
divide the Congress and squeczing out the Left. If the Left follows
a similar coursc we will have struggle wirhin the National Front
and its final disruption.

Some leaders of the Forward Bloc talked about ‘Fascism of the
High Command’, 'need of an alternative leadership’, etc. Such
statements express blind negative anti-Rightism. This at best is
only reflecting the discontent of the rank and file with the present
leadership. But doing this alone is not the task of a political
leadership. It has to show the way out. The present stalemate
within the congress cannot be ended by organising an anti-Right
struggle but by ourselves positively and concretely implementing
the policy of unity and struggle and uniting the mass of
Congressmen behind it. The offensive from the Right has to be
resisted but this can not be done by launching a counter-offensive

_lo throw out the Right but by the Left mobilising not only itself
but a majority of Congressmen 1o defeat ev:ry manifestation of
the policy of disruption and capitulation.

To-day, the majority of Congressmen want a policy of struggle
but they also have faith in the existing leadership. To advance the
slogan of alternative leadership in such a position is only to help
perpetuate the hold of the Right Wing over their own following
and isolate the majority of Congressmen from the Left, i.e., the
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fighters for the policy of unity and struggle. 7o initiate an anti-
Right struggle, therefore, does not check the Right but strengthens
i

A national leadership reflects the corrclation of forces within
the national front. When it does not, it becomes a drag and a
disruptive force. What the situation demands to-day is a united
leadership and not an exclusive homogeneous leadership as we
have at present nor an alternative leadership as some Leftists
destre. A homogeneous leadership is acting as a brake and proving
disruptive. An altemative leadership could only be established
through disruption or remain an empty slogan. A truly representative
national leadership to-day could only be a united lcadership. This
is what the Left has to fight for. An alternative leadership of the
national movement and the overthrow of the old leadership only
emerges when the masses, during the course of a nation-wide
struggle. Through their own experience, get convinced of the
necessity of the change by seeing the old leadership sabotaging or
opposing the struggle. Before the struggle, to advance the slogan
of a new leadership is not to draw the masses towards struggle
but keep them away from it.

These, are the questions that politically divide the Left and
there can be no organisational umty unless the political basis of
Left umty 1s clearly defined and understood alike by all Leftists.
We communists cannot unite with those to whom the struggle to
maintain the unity of the Congress is not the first consideration,
and which must necessarily lead to accepting and working for a
united leadership, neither the present exclusive leadership nor a
new alternative one.

Organisational Form of Left Unity

As regards the organisational form of Left unity, it copld only
be a Bloc and not a party. What is the difference betweep a bloc
and a party 7 A bloc is a union of parties and groups while the
basis of a party is individual membership. A bloc works on the
basis of agreement while a party functions through majority voting.
The Forward Bloc is attracting to itself Left Nationalists, and the
only form in which they could unite with the Socialists and
Communists was inside a Blo¢ and not as individuals inside a
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Party. If thc Forward Bloc was sought to be organised as a party
they should not expect the Socialists and Communists to join it
and thus in practice liquidate their own Party. A Socialist and
Communist could not join the Forward Bloc as an individual if
it was sought to be organised as a party for that would be going
hack from Socialism to Lefi Nationalism. There were points of
unity and yet fundamental differcnces between the Left Nationalists,
socialists and Communists and they could, therefore, be only
united on the basis of a Bloc and not a Party.

C. S. P. Comes in

So far an important scction of the C. S. P. lcadership was.
bitterly oppesed to the Forward Bloc. The C. S. P. now agreed
to a Left Conftrence to discuss the platform of Left consolidation
and to the setting up of a Left coordinating committee. The C.S.P.
through a joint statement of Com. Jaiprakash and myself has taken
a big step towards Left unity. We. communists. approached the
Forward Bloc leadership to discuss the joint Socialist offer but it
has unfortunately not accepted it.

We argued on the basis of what had transpired during our
discussions, that they did not see the difference between a Bloc
and a party when they were thinking of decisions by majority and
membership on an individual basis and that while we felt the need
for a Left Bloc, we should not be expected to join a new Left Party
and thus surrender our political and organisational independence.
Further, even if they agrecd to have a Bloc, would the Communists
alone by joining it without the Socialists make it a Left Bloc? That
would only be the unity of a section of the Left and not the whole
Left. This would be calamitous in the interests of Left unity itself.

Meaning of Joint Socialist Offer

We argued in vain that the proposal was niuch more than merely
informal contact between Left Partics. For the first time we will
have a joint Left fraction in thc A.1.C.C. hcaded by the joint co-
ordinating committec which will also plan and lead the mass
campaigns in the country and thus act in practice as the united
Exccutive of the Left. This was a tremendous advance on the
present position and held out the prospects of much closer unity
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in the near future. Socialists, Communisis and Leftists represent
the forces of struggle to-day. Their coming together wall strengthen
the existing, local and partial struggles. National political campaigns
jointly initiated by them will be effective preparations for the
coming nation-wide struggle and win growing numbers of
Congressmen for participation in activities which will quicken the
tempo of our movement so that a nation-wide struggle becomes
possible. The prospect was struggle or submission. If the elements
of struggle could be put together and made to participate in and
prepare for struggle all together, the pressure of circumstance
would itself drive them closer and closer together, when on the
basis of their own experience, in the interest of the common
struggle, they will seek and realise higher forms of unity. We,
therefore, said let us start from an clementary stage of Left
consolidation which can be commonly agreed upon by all and
through the common work we will live down the present mutual
suspictons and elimmnate hostilities—and thus render possible greater
and closer unity.

Disunity Continues

The Forward Bloc lcadership will either have complete unity
within the Forward Bloc but no immediate steps towards unity and
no even a Left coordination committee No Party can have unity
on its own terms and to demand this is to perpetuate disunity. Left
disunity to-day would only intensify the Right offensive. This
together with its consequent "Left" reaction will only please British
Impenalism.

We regret that the Forward Bloc leadership has also:tumed
down to-day the proposal of an all-embracing Left Confergnce of
Socialists, Communists and Left Nationahsts and has to
go ahead with the Conference of the Forward Bloc along.

Thus just when it seemed that chances of Left unity were
brightest and when the demand for unity has become the loudest
we remain disunited.

What Next?

We, Communists, would even now seek unity of the whole Left
and keep contact both with the Forward Bloc and the C. S. P.
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We hope there will not be mutual sniping and no efforts will be
made o force unity, on one's own terms and thereby disrupt
instead of unifying the Left. We would be willing to co-operate
with the forward Bloc in every locality and province for joint
work. In view of Left disunity it becomes doubly imperative that
Socialist-Communist unity be speeded up so that the united
Socialists may more effectively forge Left unity to prepare our
people for the coming battle through the National Congress.

The Forward Bloc in its Bombay Conference will no doubt
discuss the whole problem thoroughly and we hope it will
authoritatively adopt a political platform on the basis of which it
may be possible for Socialists and Communists to co-operate with
it and will nat turn down, without further reconsideration, the offer
of unity made by the Socialists and Communists.

Time is a vital factor. The situation demands some sort of Left
consolidation RIGHT NOW. The offensive from the Right is
directed against us all, no Party of the Left can prepare our nation
for the coming battle single-handed or by working in isolation
from each other or at cross-purposes; the imperialist war drum
is sounding louder and louder. If we fail to unite even now are
we going forward or will 1t not be going down the abyss?

Vol-iv—3
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A.L.C.C. MUST DECLARE
SUPPORT FOR WORKERS

B. T. Ranadive

Among the problems facing the A.1.C.C. mecting in Bombay will
be the question of the Textile situation created by the steadily
increasing offensive of the owners. Determined to force down
wages under one excuse or another the Textile magnates have taken
a lead in opening an all-round offensive on the ameliorative
programme of the Congress Ministries. They are determined to take
back the wage increase granted to the workers immediately after
the Congress Ministries assumed power.

They are grumbling against New Provincial taxation. They
protest against the anti-national Indo-British Pact and the duty on
raw cotton. They plead depression in the Cotton trade. Armed with
all these excuses they express their firm resolve to attack the meagre
wages of the workers, the 12} per cent increase granted to them
after 12 years strenmous struggle, poverty and starvation.

The situation is so senous that in Bombay alone nearly 50.000
night-shift workers arc on the streets. Lock-outs and closing of
night shifts follow each other. In Ahmedabad also hundreds have
already been thrown on the streets. Sholapur. Cawnpore. Jubbulpore
and other Industrial Centres show the same offcnsive though in
somewhat diffcrent form—Victimisation of active workers.
Surreptitious wage cuts form the method in Cawnpore together with
intensification of work. The same method more or less js being
copied in Sholapur

The offensive is an All-India onc and there is no douljt that it
is being planned dcliberately in a concerted manncr ugder the
leadership of the Bombay and Ahmedabad Millowners.

Against Those Who Fed Them

Thus a body of people who have madc crores out of the nation’s
resolve for Swadeshi now threatens to throw thousands of their
countrymen and their families to starvation and degradation. For
it must be remembered that if there is any section which materially
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benefitted by the boycott of British goods it was the Textile magnates
of India alonc. Who does not know of their fabulous profits in times
of war. Who doces not know that they went on making crores when
the Nation was courting Jail. arrcsts and impnisonment during two
Civil Disobedience movements and now they want to turn against
those that fed and nursed them in order to guard their extra profits
That 1s the way common to all vested mtcrests Even when they
were making fabulous profits they never cared to share their
prosperity with the toiling workers in their factones Even when
profits had reached as high as 300 per cent duning war time the
workers could not securc the wage increase without vontinuous
struggle. On the other hand, they have always been cager to pass
on the burden of every temporary crisis to the shoulders of the
workers and m this they unscrupulously utihse the repressive
machinery of the state to help them fattcn themsclves on the national
discontent but unwilling to share the burden of the nation’s progress—
such has been their politics, their morality and their cthics

Unanimous Will To Resist

But the owners are counting without their host The workers
are not 1 a mood to take the challenge lying down Steadily and
surcly the anger and indignation of the workers 1s nsing . the
determination to resist thc offensive at all costs 1s incrcasing The
call given by the Girmt Kamgar Union 1n Bombay 1 1ts rally of
the 14th May 1s evoking tremendous response Tcxule Unions
everywhere are enthusiastically supporting the proposal for an All
India Textile Workers Conference to take concerted measures.
against the new drive Immecdiately after the Girm Kamgar Union
rally the Cawnpore Mazdoor Sabha responded to the call and
declared its readiness both for a conference and for immediate
preparations for a General Strikc On the 8th ot June the
representative council of thc Nagpur Textile Labour Union pa<sed
a resolution waming the owners against their offensive, asking the
workers to be prepared for any eventuahity and demanding legislation
to curb the offensive of the owners. On the 17th of June the Gimi
Kamgar Union of Sholapur passed a resolution in its Managing
committee demanding an immediate All India Textile Workers
Conference and announcing a programme of preparations, meeting
and demonstrations warning the owners that the workers would not
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fail to launch a strong and successful counter-offensive. The same
week the Mill Kamdar Union of Ahmedabad passed a similar
resolution and announced to the world that even in the City of class
collaboration the workers counter-offensive would not fail to
materialise. And finally, N. M. Joshi the veteran labour leadcr and
the President of the last Textile Confercnce has announced his
intention to call an All India Textile Delegates Conference to
consider the crisis in the Textile Industry and the situation crcated
by closing of night shifts and increasing lock outs.

Labour has spoken unanimously. Communists, radicals, and the
moderate T. U. leaders all see the necessity of meeting the offensive
and setting afoot immediate preparations. Never was Labour morc
unanimous, never were its ranks more united and solid. never did
it speak with more confidence and realisation of its strength.

Popular Interests At Stake

But this time Labour is not fighting a lonely battle. Its voice
is being heard in the Congress Committecs for coming out as
defenders of the just interests of labour and breaking down the old
traditions of isolation. On the 20th of May the Provincial Committce
of the United Provintcs passcd a resolution noting with concern
that the employers in some places have launched a fresh offensive
against Labour in the shape of wage cuts, rationalisation and
widesprcad dismissals of workers. The Committec pleaded for
legislation guaranteeing recognition of Labour Unions, nght of
collective bargaining, minimum wages and social insurance. public
labour exchange in important industrial towns and providing agamst
arbitrary dismissals.

On the 20th of June thc F and G Ward Congress committces
of Bombay passed a unanimous resolution on the same lin¢s asking
the Congress Ministries to intervene in time before major
conflict becomes unavoidable. The Committees noted thatjthe anti-
national Indo-British Pact and the duty on raw cotton hav¢ to some
extent impaired the competitive capacity of the Indian Ihdustries
and, therefore, requested the A.1.C.C. to organise a complete boycott
of British goods in the interests of Indian Industry and Labour.

Thus steadily the consciousness in rising that Labour is not
fighting its sectional battle but a battle in which the interests of
the people as a whole are at stake.
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But the consciousness is not universal. All Congress Committees
and Congressmen have not yet realised the grave issucs at stake.
What is involved in the Textile Crisis is not merely the standard
of living of workers but the political future of the Congress Ministries.
The attack on wages is an offensive against the entire programme
of the Congress Ministrics, is and a part of the General revolt of
the vested interests against the democratic programme. It constitutes
a bid for turning the Congress Ministries into an instrument of the
anti-mass policy of the Capitalists and Zamindars. Its political
implications arc. thercfore. very great.

Challenge To Congress

It directly ehallenges the Congress Ministries because they were
instrumentai i’ granting the wage increase after a thoroughgoing
and searching examination made by the Textile Inquiry committees.
It is. therefore. an offensive against the maturc decision of the
democratic ministries. It is economically unjustifiable because the
wage increase has not led to the prescnt detetioration. During the
entire period betwecn 1938 and 1939 when the increase was in
operation Industry was prosperous as never before. This was admitted
by no less a person than the president of the Bombay Millowners
Association.

Mr J. C. Setalvad the President of the Indian Merchants’
Chamber himsclf described the situation as follows: “The total
reduction in production in cloth amounted to 14 p.c., 4 p.c. being
the effect of the Raw Cotton duty. 5 p.c. the effect of additions to
wages and property tax, and 5 p. c. as a result of the Indo-British
Trade Agreement.” Wage-increase and provincial taxation account
for 5 p. c. reduction only and the measurcs of the Central Government
account for 9 p.c. The real grievance, therefore, is against the Indo-
British Pact. and its incidence cannot be removed by attacking
wages.

The attack 1s further indefensible becaunse the Enquiry Committees
suggested only a very moderate increase which could be financed
out of half the extra profits made in 1937, since it constitutes only
an attempt to secure extra profits over and above normal trading
profits.

The temporary depression of which so much is being made
cannot be put forward as an excuse for forcing down the wages.
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Workers cannot be made the victims of every passing depression,
the millowners cannot be allowed to cut the wages for the sake of
extra profits. Morcover. the extent of depression is deliberately
being cxaggerated to make out a case for lowering the standard of
living.

The real aim of the Millowners is to escape the burden of the
ameliorative programme and keep the industry safe for their own
profits. They do not want to share any burden for improving the
condition of workers whose toil makes it possible for them to roll
in luxury. They do not want to share the burden of the prohibition
programme—thcy would not allow their profits to be cut for the
sake of the nation at all. It is a rcvolt to escape the burden for
national progress and amelioration.

The Real Villain

Besides, it is a revolt provoked by the autocratic Central
Government which always conspires to transform the Congress
Ministries into defenders of Imperialist Law and Order The anti-
national Indo-British pact and the duty on raw cotton have no doubt
placed disabilities on the Indian Industry. The vested Tterests want
to get over these by.passing on the burden to the shoulders of the
workers. and thus torpedoeing thc Labour programme of the
Congress Impenalism would be delighted with such a development
since thereby the Mimstrics would forfeit their last claim to the
confidence and support of Labour. In short, it is a trcacherous
attempt to make the workers pay for encouraging British Industry:
a sinister Impenialist attempt to blow up the Congress programme
f::rt g:)e bs‘s’n\:: r::.t L?‘nssq:.;hm. What thc Central Government could
coonomic, mea r,::s . ¢ is now being donc through antj-national

The offensive is a double chall i ;
well as the i _ enge both from imperklism as

Congress Ministries Wrongly Attack Workers
~ Very fow Congreasmen and organisations have realised
tius, The
Whs.on the other hand are complacently falling into this
soc of the Ministries has uttered a grave
. or to the Central Government.

] ne to be nibbled at bit by
isation and disunity.



A.1.C C. Must Declare Support For Workers 0O 71

Having lost their bearings they arc talking of taking an offensive
against thc workers themsclves Private circulars of the U.P.
Government asked for taking drastic steps against the Communists
who are in the forefront of the Trade Union struggle. A letter
recently addressed to the Mazdoor Sabha of Cawnpore held the
Cawnporc workers responsible for the developing unrest. though
the Government fully knew that the owners had broken their plighted
word more often than once. The U. P. Government further intends
to introduce a trades Disputes Bill on the lines of the Bombay Act
and curtail the liberties of the Trade Union movement. The Hon.
Mr. Gin in Madras voiccs the same opimon Instead of warming
the Millowners he chastiscs the workers for their militancy and
preparedness to lead the offensive.

In Bombay ‘the Congress Ministry has banned stay-in-strikes
recently. It allowed the Chalisgaon Millowners to break an agreement
arrived at with the Maharashtra Provincial congress officials. ordered
lathi charges on the workers and permitted the owners to break the
strike undcr the specious plea of defending law and order

In Bombay itsclf the Ministry has refused to intervene in
thc Phoenix Mill dispute and refused to bring pressure on the
Millowners to open negotiations with the Girni Kamgar Union. On
the other hand. workers werc thrcatened with tear gas and armed
police



12|
Raitway Workers Rally

20,000 STRONG !
FIRST VICTORIES : GREATER EFFORTS

The Railway Workers of Bombay have set an example which must
be followed by other Railway Workers throughout India with a
view to secure their various demands. At Madras, on the first of
May, the All India Railwaymen’s Federation decided to place
before the Railway Board some of the important demands for final
decision. Accordingly those demands were placed before the Railway
Board at Simla on the 19th May. Due to some difficulties the
Railway board decided to meet the Railwaymen's Federation in
Bombay at a special meeting. This meeting was fixed to be held
on the 20th July. At this meeting the Railway Board was to give
its fihal reply to the various, demands placed before thc Board by
the Railwaymen's Federation.

United Effort

On the Eve of the meeting the Railway Workers of Bombay
decided to demonstrate their solidarity and support to the demands.
In accordance with the resolution of the A.L R. F. at Madras the
Railway Workers of Bombay had Formed a Co-ofdinating
Commitee, ‘This Committee’ included in it all the Railwpy unions
of Bombay, Viz the G.I.P. Railwaymen’s Union, the B.P.T} Railway
Workers Union, The B.B.C.1. Railwaymen’s Union, the{ B.B.C.1.
Railway Employees’ Union, and the G.I.P. Accounts Staff Union.
This Commitee is conducting joint activites on agreed programme.
Accordingly they fixed the 19th july as the day for the Demonstration.

Under the auspices of this committee a vigorous campaign was
carried on. Hundreds of meetings on all the railways were held.
Several handbills were issued. Vigorous propaganda through the
public and Union papers was carried on. Most effective use was
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made of a lorry fitted with loud-speakers All the active workers
on BB.CI, GIP. and other rallways met several times and

conducted a very systematic campaign to make the 19th July a
success.

Gretat Sussecss

Every Railway worker began talking of 19th July. In the
workshops, at stations, at railway quarters, the only important topic
among the Railway workers was the 19th july, 7 demands put
forward by the Railwaymen’s Federation. and the meeting between
the Railway Board and the Federation.

From 3 p.m. on the 19th July batches of Railway workers from
various parts began to appear on the scene Several workers who
were not on Guity at the ime enrolled their services voluntarily
to make the demonstration a success.

At 5-30 p.m the time scheduled for people to assemble at
Kamagar Maidan. Parel, the workers began to assemble in large
numbers. First came the procession of 4000 Railway Workers
from G.I.P Railway Parel Work Shops Then came the power-
ful procession of brave fighters of Matunga Workshop of
G 1.P Railway which numbered 3000 Then came the batch of 100
B.B.C.1. workmen from Virar. a place nearly 35 miles away from
Bombay. Then came the procession of B B C 1. Railway Workshop.
From Bombay Central, Kurla, Kalyan and various other places
batches of workers assembled in large numbers at the Kamgar
Maidan.

A huge meeting of 15,000 Railway Workers was held. At this
meeting, Messrs. Khedgikar, M.A. Khan, B. T. Ranadive, Jogalekar,
and others spoke. After the meeting the procession started. Hundreds
of Red Flags, with several slogans, and hundred torch-lights, the
procession began to march.

Thundering shouts of ‘LONG LIVE THE UNiTY OF RAILWAY
WORKERS'’ roused the whole population. 1 e spectacle was really
inspiring. 15,000 Railway Workers all of whom had worked that
day of not less than 8 to 10 hours and who had not taken their
meal and therfore hungry, were marching unmindful of personal

They walked 8 miles through the crowded localities of Bombay
reaching Azad Maidan at Bori Bandar at 8-30 p.m. Already a huge
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audience of nearly 5000 Railway workers had assembled there.
Added to this thesc 15.000 a huge meeting of 20.000 Railway
workers was held.

The meeting was addressed by Messrs. N.M Joshi, J.M. Mchta,
R.A. Khedgikar. S § Mirajkar. M.A. Khan and other lcaders who
had come from outside Bombay. All the speakers warned the
Railway Board that if their demands were not granted the united
railwaymen shall prepare for a general strike on all rallways The
railway workers gave their assent to this declaration of the speakers
by thunderous applause.

This was the first demonstration of its kind in the history of the
railway workers movement The Bombay railway workers and the
Coordination Committee consisting of different Railway Unions in
Bombay deserve congratulations for the powerful demonstration
they organised.

For 21st August

The Rarlway Board agreed to concede certain demands though
on main question they are still hesitating The (renskal council
of the All India Railwaymen's Fedration has decided to obverve
21st of August as an all India Provident Fund Day Also it hus
warned the Railway Board that the demand of provident fund must
be granted.

Already the Railway Workers of Bombay have started to hold
their propaganda meetings to make this day a success The G.1.P.
Railwaymen’s Umon has resolved to enrol thousands of morc
members before 21st of August to indicate their determination to
consolidate the new enthusiasm among the workers and to inform
the Board of the determination of the railway workers tofsecure
their demands.
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KISAN MOVEMENT IN BENGAL

M. A. Rasul

If in Bengal one popular movement can claim to have a brighter
future than others it is the Kisan movement. Today it has been
clevated to a position of strength and responsibility which has
hardly ever marked a movement of three years' standing. No other
movement has secured the widespread and enthusiastic support
which the peasants have given to the Bengal Kisan Sabha.

With an humble beginning in 1936 the Kisan Sabha movement
has to-day rcached a stage which has become a nightmare to the
present ministry: the peasant votes on which it will have to depend
in the next general election for the retention of its present office
will in all probability slip away from its control and be cast in
favour of people none too friendly with it.

Government Illusion

The mimstry however sometimes pretends to think that the
Kisan Sabha movement is the handiwork of 'a handful of outside
agitators' or a mere child’s play into which ignorant pcasants have
becn lured by hollow and high-sounding words of hope

It is utter stupidity to think that you can raisc a popular agitation
and develop and expand it at your will while there are no genuine
grievances behind it to back you up with popular support. If the
Kisan movement in Bengal is marching from strength to strength
it is because the Kisan homes are full of distress and destitution
and the Government and vested interests hardly pay heed to this
fact.

200 Crores Indebtedness

The two most important factors for our vonsidcration in Bengal
are the credit and the land system. The question of agricultural
credit vitally touches the interest of the peasantry. Roughly calculated
the agricultural indebtedness of Bengal will amount to Rs. 20
crores. Then add to it all the arrear rent and interest on it and you
have the total indebtedness of about 200 crores. The official bill

Published in : “NATIONAL FRONT" 6th August 1939.
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now beforc the lcgislature for controlling the credit and money-
lending system is a mockery.

The peasants would like the wholc amount to be written off so
that they might begin their life afresh. Otherwise how could they
expect to live with the landlords' and money-lenders' men constantly
knocking at their doors ? The Kisan Sabha has its natural sympathy
for this claim.

But not so the Zamindars and the ‘mahajans " nor the Government.
They arc of course for maintaining vested interests The former
think that they will be the losers if the peasants’ claim 1s accepted.
The Government is afraid of another claim, namely. the supply of
cheap credit by Government.

Decrepit Land-system

Then there is the land-system under the Permanent Settlement
This is at the root of all the evils that have degencrated and
demoralised the entire social life of Bengal, the worst sufferer being
the peasantry who wants abolition of the system lock. stock. and
barrel. Instead of accepting this demand the Goygrnment has
appointed a Land Revenue Commission, popularly known as the
Floug Commission, obviously with a view to concede some small
relief to the impoverished and oppressed peasantry. It may be noted
here that the recent amendment to the Bengal Tenancy Act has been
of little benefit to the poorest tenants who are the most numerous

Circumstanced as above the peasant of Bengal are realising
more and more that nothing short of a prolonged fight against
their class enemies, the vested interests like the landlords and
money-lenders, as well as the Government which supports them,
can bring them real and permanent relief.

Kisan Sabha as Organiser

Here the Kisan Sabha plays its part to fulfil the nission of
organising the peasants on the basis of their needs and g’iewmces.
of leading them in their struggles and of finding temporary relicf
for them wherever possible, so long as permanent rellef is not
secured.

The importance of the movement lies in the struggles that the
peasants of various localities launch and carry on under the leadership
of the Kisan Sabha. Acute grievances of the peasantry against the
Zamindars (landlords) and money-lenders are never wanting in
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Bengal. The Government is not benevolent either: its short-sighted
policy is guided by littlc consideration of the deplorable conditions
of the peasantry.

These grievances lead the peasants to fight for redress,
spontancously, but since the Kisan Sabha came into existence the
initiative has often becn taken by it.

Struggles have been started and conducted either with complete
or partial success. Rarely there has been an occasion when a
struggle has met with total failure. Marches and demonstrations
with Kisan Sabha slogans form parts of such struggles. besides
passive resistance and jail-going.

Repression

Scores of peasants and peasant-workers are at present rotting
in jail bacause they participated in a fight against a most unjust
irrigation tax. And these unfortunate comrades have not only not
been classified, they  have not been allowed by the ‘popular’
ministry to use mosquito-nets in jails which are infested with
millions of these extremely injurious vermins, nor to enjoy other
rights usually conceded to political prisoners. (Consequently a
hunger strike has been just resorted to).

Latcly important Kisan Sabha workers have been prcsecuted
under Sections 124A and 153A. I wonder if this is the bcgainning
of a wider campaign of repression. The policy of repression has
been pursued by the Government wherever an agitation—not
necessarily directed against thc Government—reached an
cmbarrassing stage. Different provisions of law—IPC, CPC,
BCLA—have been made use of as so many weapons of suppression
and promulgated in districts like Burdwan, Birbhum. 24 Parganas,
Huoghly, Mymensingh and Bakergan;.

Has this policy been able to stop the growing discontent so
palpable in many of the districts? Surely not Is has at most served
as a temporary check. While the ultimate effect has often been
only to deepen the hostility of the people towards an administration
which takes recourse to measures of repression rather than relief.

Stock-Taking

The Malda session of the Provincial Kisan Conference held in
May offered us an opportunity to take stock of the movement of
the entire province. Formal and informal discussions led us to the
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definite conclusion that we arc now passing through a stage which
more than ever calls for intensive organisational as distinct from
agitational work. This requires planned and coordinated activity on
the part of the district and local units of the Sabha.

Partial Struggles

At this stage local or partial struggles count most. These we
have had in a number of places but so far we have not been able
to pool all our provincial strength and energy for conducting any
one of these. We hope in near future to increse the strength of our
movement and intensifly these struggles so that the conditions of
each specific issue may be surveyed and studied and proper action
taken on a provincial scale when necessary

Kisan Volunteers

The real orgamisational work, on the basis of local struggles.
needs the organisation of a strong and regular volunteer corps for
the province. We have alrcady taken a decision that in cach district
committee a portfoho shall be provided for a volunteer organiser.
He will help the union committees. the lowest units in the hierachy.
each to organise a-volunteer unit of at least 25 rccruited mostly
if not.entirely from among the peasantry. The Provincial Sabha's
Volunteer Secretary and his assistants will render all possible help
to the subordinate bodies in this dircction.

Our recent experience of a volunteer corps, of about 300 peasant
youths, recruited and trained on the occasion of the last Provincial
Conference, has been so successful and encouraging that its example
is expected to be followed everywhere. The work has been already
started in several districts, to the dismay of thc presenf ministry.

In spite of all the propaganda that is being carried on in the
province against the Kisan movement by forces of reacfion which
support Government and find favour with i1, the discon}nt among
peasantry, both Muslim and Hindu 15 visibly increasibg. This is
due, to the fact that the present ministry has failed to bedeem the
election pledges, given to the peasants by parties to which most

of its members belong, in regard to the tenancy and money-lending
legislation.
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SUMMER SCHOOLS IN ANDHRA

During the months of May and June 1939 ten Summer Schools
of Politics and Economics were conducted in the Andhra including
the Nidubrolu Kisan School under the Principalship of Com Ranga
These Schools were spread n 6 Districts namely North Vizag, East
Godavan, Kistna. Guntur Kurnool and Anantapur, and attended
by about 400 young men and women

This in 11t the first time for the Andhra to orgause Summer
Schools Since 1934 Com Ranga has been conducting every vear
the Kisan School at Nidubrolu It was in 1937 that the Summer
School was conducted at Kottapattam in May. under the jomnt
auspices of the Andhra C S P the Provinual Youth League and
the Students’ Federation But it was banned by the Interim Ministry.
and about 80 students. including girls deficd the order for which
they were brutally assaulted by the policc In May 1938. necarly
250 students rallied to thc Mantcnavanpalem School which was
organised under the auspices of the Provincial C S P The School
lasted for full onc month. during which ime famous Indian Socialists
and Communists and Kisan Sabhaites came to teach the students

Character Of These Schools

This vear. the Provincial C S P had passed a resolution to
the effect that Summer Schools should be orgamised on 7a’uk and
District scales and that more stress should be laid on practical
problems facing the Sociahist. Kisan and Student orgamsers than
on theorctical questions A syllabus was also prepared for the
guidence of organisers Accordmgly. three & hools were organised
at Nidubrolu. Pallekona and Amaravat: i the Guntur District . one
at Itchapuram n the North Vizag District . two at Pamarru and
Tumikipadu n the Kistna District . onc at Mypad i the Nellore
District . one at Kalvabugga in Kurnool District . one at Hindupur
in Anantapur District . and one at Antarvedipalem in the East
Godavan District All the Schools were orgamsed by the Dastrict

krom  National Front 13th August 1939
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and Taluk Congress Socialist Parties, Kisan Sabhas and Students’
Organisations, excepting the one at Kalvabugga which was organised
by the District Congress Committee, controlled by the Right-wing
Congressmen.

The District Congress Committees of North Vizag. Guntur,
Nellore, Chittoor. Cudappah and Anantapur joined hands with the
Socialists and Kisan Sabha workers and contrnibuted much for the
success of the Schools. It is only in the Kistna District, which 1s
dominated by an ultra-Right wing Congress Comnuttec, that neither
help nor sympathy was extended.

The Schools at Itchapuram, Mypad, Kalvabugga and Hindupur
ran for a month each, while the remauming six ran for a fortmght
each. About 80 per cent. of the 400 students were activists, working
on various mass Fronts. The Tunikipad School attracted nearly
30 youngmen from the neighbouring Hyderabad state

Syllabus

Coming to the syllabus, it covered various subjects like the
History of the Indian Nationalist Movement beginning from 1857,
the Federal Scheme_ as adumbrated in the Government of India
Act of 1935, the Indian Kisan Movement. the Labour Movement,
the States’ Peoples’ Struggles, the International Situation,
Fundamental Principles of Socialism, the History of the Russian
Revolution. In almost all the Schools thc necessity and meaning
of the United Front was emphasised. It was explained how the
Congress has been fast becoming a United Front organisation but
how the Right-wing leaders have been preventing it to develop in
that direction.

Whereas at Kottapattam and Mantenavaripalem regular lessons
on Politics, Political Economy and Philosophy were giten, these
subjects have been given up this year 1n all the schoold Debates
and Study Circles were conducted in almost all the Schools, and
students participated in them enthusiastically Public meetings, too
were held to celebrate the vanious Days, such as the May Day, the
Lahore Kisan Satyagraha Day (4th June 1939), the Munagala
Satyagraha Day (11th June 1939), etc.

In all the Schools students took active interest in games, sports
etc. In each School an instructor was giving rudiments of Military
training to the inmates.
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Self-Criticism

But how far the purpose of the C. S. P. resolution was fulfilled
is doubtful. Except at Mypad (Nellore District), Itchapuram and
Pallekona, care was not taken to go to the neighbouring villages
and give political education to the villagers. Of these it was only
at Mypad that each local problem was discussed in a detailed way
and decision taken. Organisational problems facing the Leftists in
each District or Taluk were also discussed, except at Mypad. An
important drawback of the Schools was that knowledge of the
various rights and privileges which the peasants and labourers are
entitled to under the existing Statutes was not given.

Speaking generally, the Schools attracted a good number of
students, active as well as otherwise, to one place, and gave them
training in collective life and comradeship. Those C. S. P. members
who knew rudiments of Socialism and Communism learnt about
the tactics and strategy of Revolutions, and the tasks of the Indian
Socialists in the coming National Democratic Revolution. Some
could get the benefit of extending their knowledge about various
subjects, and of comparing how far the tactics they had been
following were correct.

Vol-iv—6
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BAN ON BOSE MUST GO'!

Communists Call to Congressmen

The Working Committee by hitting out mercilessly and ruthlessly
at Sjt. Subhas Chandra Bose has delivered a serious blow to the
unity of our people.

It is not the victimisation of an individual Congress leader but
a bureaucratic attack against a whole section of thc National
Congress, a section representing revolutionary and virile forces of
our Nation.

The National leadership is grievously mistaken 1f it thinks it has
strengthened the Congress by this decision, by this effort to crush
“indiscipline and revolt against the Congress ™

On the other hand, by taking this step at a critical moment
when the world 1s on the bnink of war and when our nation itsclf
will have to come to grips in a final conflict with Imperialism,
the Working Commilttee has only encouraged the disrupfive forces
within and without the Congress, who pin their faith on the
sabotage of struggle dnd on compromise with Imperialism on the
issues of Federation and War.

The Working Commuttee has taken a mechanically formal and
disciplinarian view of the whole question and in doing so 1t has
missed the political kemnel of the matter

The Crux of the Matter

True. the resolutions in question were passed by a mgjonty at
the A. 1. C. C. session. But 1s it not also true that they met with
a determined and united opposition from a considerable fnmonity
of the house ? And why ? Because these resolutions did rjot stand
by themselves. They represented a link in a whole line ¢f policy
which was meeting with a growing opposition in the Con ess and
the country.

That line is the one which is being persistently populanscd
during the last 3 ycars by Gandhiji in his Harijan 1t is the hne
of a division of labour between the ministers and thc masses. The

From : National Front, Vol 21, 20th August 1939
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ministries were to perform the alchemistic experiment of transforming
the dross of the British Constitution into the gold of Indian freedom,
and the masses of Congressmen were to restrict themselves to the
constructive programme and to create a non-violent atmosphere
suitable to the success of the experiment.

It was a line of curbing the fighting power of the working class
and peasant masses, of refusing to unify thosc forces with the
Congress, of refusing to weld the Congress into a weapon of United
Front struggle as the Congress presidential addresses of 1936 and
1937 visualised.

It was a line which repudiated the unity of parliamentary and
extra-parliamentary struggle as the Congress Election Manifesto
visualised it, and refused to prepare the nation for a country-wide
offensive by unifying the fight of the pcople in the States and in
the British provinces against Federation and War and for the calling
of a victorious Constituent Assembly of free India.

Conflict of Policies

The conflict inthe A. I. C. C. on those resolutions was in reality
a conflict between two distinct political lines, between the line
of constitutionalism. of avoiding struggle, of sceking for a
compromise on the strength of sheer constitutional pressure and the
line of revolutionary unity of all forces of struggle, especially, thosc
of the organised workers and peasants undcr the banner of the
Congress and of launching a decisive all-round fight at this critical
juncture.

It is well known that since Sjt. Subhas Chandra Bose stood as
a candidatc for the presidential election in the beginning of this year
against the wishes of the national leadership he has associated
himself with the alternative political linc of all-round unity and all-
round struggle. He took a decisive stand against constitutionalism
and allied himself with the forces of workers’ and peasants’ struggles,
with Socialists and Communists and stood for uniting these forces
with those of Left Nationalism in an endcavour to achieve the
broader unity of the people under the Congress for a decisive fight?

The blow against Bose, therefore, can only be interpreted as
the determination of the Working Committee to completely suppress
the considerable minority in the Congress which represents new
forces of mass organisation and struggle.
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Gandhiji himself recognised that the bulk of Congressmen wcre
losing faith in his constructive programme. Gandhiji knows well
that the bulk of Congressmen disagree with his dictum that an
aliround struggle should not be launched for fear of violence.
Recently he suggested in Harijan that this central issue be thrashed
out in a special session of the A. 1. C. C.

Gandhiji admits that the choice between the conflieting lines
which are being posed before the Nation must be made by the
A. L. C. C. We say it must be made by the entire membership of
the Congress. Let the issues be formulated, let them be discussed
by the conferences of primary members, by primary committees
and district committees. Let the coming delegates’ elections be
fought round this issue and then let the full session of the Congress
take the decision on it.

A Bureaucratic Bludgeon

A mighty democratic organisation like the Congress could not
function in any other way. But our Working Committee thinks
otherwise. It wants to suppress the minority view by using the
bludgeon of disciplinary action. It has given the broad hint to the
Provincial Executives to follow its lead and debar the minority
leaders who participated in the 9th July meetings from being delegates
for the Congress for 3 years. What we are faced with 1s not a
democratic decision over the vital pohtical issue of the conflict
which 1s raging within the Congress but a bureaucratic steam-
rollering of the minority view. They got a “"homogeneous’” Working
Committee at Calcutta—now their heart is set on getting a completely
homogeneous Congress at the coming annual session.

It is Imperialism—our enemy who will be pleased with this
decision. The Working Committee has taken other important
decisions. We are going to resist imperialist war preparatigns. Our
Ministries have been ordered to resign instead of carrying put war
measures shows our displeasure at the preparations to]impose
Federation by refusing to allow our members to attend thé present
extended central legislature.

But side by side with this fighting gesture you have launched
an attack, a coercive measure against a part of the Congress. You
have shown your willingness to suppress those forces of struggle
with which you swore united front in 1936-37.
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An Invitation To Compromise

We have bared our teeth towards the enemy—but at the same
time weakened the arm of unity with which to smite him. Will not
the enemy laugh? “Congress will not bite perhaps it will beg”—
Will not the enemy draw this insulting inference ?

By accompanying a fighting gesture against Imperialism by a
vicious attack against the Left, the Working Committee appears as
if it is tendering its bona fides to the enemy. “We arc determined
to resist War and Federation, but we can equally firmly hold in
check forces of revolutionary struggle.” This is an invitation to
compromise. What it will lead to is further aggression by
imperialism and disruption of our own forces.

Reverse The Disruptive Decision

There are serious implications of the action against Sjt. Bose.
But the Leftists, Socialists and Communists will not be provoked.
They are not going to play thc game of the splitters. It is their task
to achieve unity of the people and of the Congress for a decisive
struggle. We arc confident of our growing power and influence. It
is based on the growing political consciousness of the masses—
born in the innumerable working class and peasant struggles which
are taking place throughout India including the States.

We call upon all Left Congressmen, Socialists and Communists,
to re-double their efforts in enrolling Congress members, in
conducting 2 mass campaign among the primary members of the
Congress for uniting the entire Congress behind the policy of
launching a nation-wide struggle against Fcderation and War as
indicated in the Tripuri resolution on National Demands.

The primary Congress members must assert themselves. They
must send such delegates to the next Congress as will reverse this
disruptive decision and achieve unity of the Congress, of the
leadership and of the people for a final decisive fight.

P.C. Joshi G. Adhikari
Ajoy Ghosh R. D. Bharadwaj
12th August, 1939.
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MOBILISE FOR RELEASE OF ALL
POLITICAL PRISONERS

Sharaf Athar Ali

From the 7th of July to the 3rd of August , for full 28 days. 89
pohitical prisoners in the Dum Dum and Alipore Central Jails
of Bengal were forced to wage a desperate battle against immense
odds for thewr hberty.

For two whole years, the fate of thousands of political pnsoners
has been in the forcfront of our people’s fight aganst the suppression
of democratic and civil libertics. Two years ago, millions of our
people were stirred to their depths when our valiant comrades in
the remote Andamans undertook their historic hunger-strike. Since
then upto the present moment. the issue of the release of all political
prisoners has deeply agitated the country. So vast and &remendous
was the volume of the nation’s protest on the occassion of the
Andamans hunger-strike that the Central Government and its
provincial henchmen were forced to repatriate them.

But that episode only marked the first step in the movement for
the unconditional release of thousands of political prisoners who
were rotting in imperiahist dungeons, for the sole crime of having
served in the country's cause of freedom.

Following upon the repatriation of the Andamans prisoners, the
insistent pressure of the people's extra-parliamentary mowement
enabled the popular Minsstries in the Congress provinces fo fulfil
their pledges in the matter of the release of all political prigoners :
but not so in those provinces which were dominated ty anti-
Congress Ministrics This was particularly the case in Bengal,
which had fallen a prey to a rabidly communal and reactionary
Mimnistry. The Huq Ministry, which relied for its strength not on
the democratic masses of the people but on the landlords and the
foreign bourgeoisie, was dead set against the release of political
prisoners or the extension of civil liberties. Neither the sufferings
of the prisoners, nor the country-wide agitation for their release and
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for the widening of civil liberties, nor its own election promises
would move it. Thus it came about that Bengal, with thousands
of detenus and political prisoners convicted by special tribunals in
earlier circumstances, became the storm centre of democratic struggle
for civil liberties.

The Andamans hunger-strike and the vast campaign which
accompanied it, the success of the people’s agitation in the Congress
provinces, the resignation of the U.P. and Behar Ministries on the
eve of the Haripura Session of the Congress gave a tremendous
fillip to the Campaign for the release of political prisoners generally,
and in Bengal, in particular. The whole province was swept by
vast demonstrations and an avalanche of protest meetings. added
to by a wave of hunger-strikes in the several jails—one such
hunger-strike tending to the martyrdom of Harendranath Munshi
in the Dacca Jail on the 30th January 1938.

The movement then attained such heights that Mahatma Gandhi
was induced to put himself at its head. In consonance with his
wishes and on his assurance that he would be able to secure the
rclease of all prisoners by the 13th of April 1939, the mass movement
and the hunger-strikes were made to cease.

During March-April 1938. hc opened negotiations with the
Government, twice personally visiting the Governor, and conferring
several times with the Bengal Ministers. Subsequently, he carried
on the negotiations through correspondence and later still deputed
Sjt. Subhas Bose who was then the Rashtrapati, to cerve as his
intermediary. Some detenus were released in this manner. But after
6 or 7 months the negotiations broke down completely because the
Bengal Government would not commit itself to the release of some
hundreds of political prisoners still remaining.

Meanwhile in accordance with Gandhiji's wishes there had
been no agitation, no mass movement and it soon became clear
that it was precisely this factor which had emboldened the Hugq
Ministry to eventually decide on keeping the remaining batch
behind the bars for its own purposes of curtailing the civil liberties
of the democratic masses. On the contrary, it continued to increase
repressive measures against the rising Congress, Kisan, Mazdoor
and Student movements.

Once again agitation flared up. November 20th, 1938, was
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observed as the All-Bengal Political Prisoners’ Day all over the
province demanding the release of the remaining politicals and
condemning the Ministry. Each day the conditions of the prisoners
. who had been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment, several for
life, were getting worse. Disease played havoc causing deaths and
suicides. The prisoners were constantly subjected to petty tyrannies
at the hands of the jail authorities; they were kept isolated from
their friends and relatives whose letters to them more often than
not remained undelivered. In early November 250 politicals in the
Alipore Central and Dum Dum jails resorted to a 3 days hunger-
strike as a protest against a number of grievances.

In January 1939, after further shillyshallying the Bengal
Government set up an Advisory Committec to examine and
recommend cases to the Provincial Government for release. But so
slow and dubious was the procedure of this Committee that Sjts.
Sarat Bose and Lalit Chandra Das were forced to resign on May
31st last because they felt that the majority of the Committee were
merely serving as tools of the Ministry. “If was clear to us,” sad
Messrs. Bose and Das, ' “that Government were not prepared to
release all prisoners no matter how favourable the atmosphere
was. "

It now became evident that Gandhiji's technique of trying to
change the heart of the Ministry, his eschewing of mass struggle
had proved quite useless. His time-limit providing upto the 13th
April 1939 had expired long ago; but Gandhiji in the light of his
method refused to give the call for mass struggle, a struggle of the
whole people, as the only remaining alternative. On the contrary,
he repeated his appeal to the Bengal Government to keep alive their
“conciliatory” spirit and to re-invite the two Congressmen o serve
on the Committee; he also counselled the prisoners not tp go on
hunger-strike.

[ Recently in an article in the Harijan he has made ajvicious
attack on the use of the hunger-strike weapon and has njade the
dangerous suggestion to the Working Commiittee to include steps
against its use in its arsenal of disciplinary action. Thus he leads
the anti-struggle attack even to the individual sphere of action of
Congressmen. |

The situation, however, had already become too galling for the
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prisoners to bear, It was clear to them that Gandhiji's method had
failed and it was necessary to draw afresh directly the country’s
attention to themselves and 1o the entire question of civil liberties.
Thus after appealing for the people's support and for the support
of the nation's leaders they launched on their determined struggle
to the death.

The response to their appeal was immediate. Simultaneously
with the start of the hunger-strike the sympathy of the entire people
was aroused. Congress organisations, workers, kisans, students
and women came out on the streets and squares in their tens of
thousands to demand the immediate and unconditional release of
the prisoners, condemning the Huq Ministry. Scores of meetings
were held daily in Calcutta and the Mofussil areas. The Bengal
Congress.Crmittee and its district and town and other committees
whole-heartedly conducted a raging and tearing campaign from
day to day, observing the 15th of July as a province-wide Political
Prisoners’ Release Day. Thousand of students of every grade, as
the most fervent and enthusiastic elements conducted a vigorous
campaign, they also observed the 19th of July as a Day for all
the Students of Bengal under the auspices of the Bengal Students
Federation. There were several mass rallies of the workers and
kisans in Calcutta and in the rural areas. All glory to the thousands
of the women of Bengal and the girl students who participated
actively in the campaign | During the whole period of the strike
every section of the democratic masses came out in its thousands
to condemn the Bengal Ministry, and to support the demand for
unconditional and immediate release of the prisoners.

While thus the tremendous tempo of popular feeling afforded
a splendind opportunity for achieving its object, the national
leadership under the inspiration of Mahatma Gandhi and in
accordance with its own policy of drift and compromise and of anti-
struggle, while paradoxically enough recognising the justice and
urgency of the political prisoners cause, condemned the hunger-
strike and refused to raise the question to its proper political plane.
Thus they proved themselves of no use in this hour of need of a
first class political struggle against the henchmen of Imperialism;
and for liberating a band of gallant warriors at a juncture critical
both for the prisoners and for the country on the verge of a life
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and death struggle aganst the menace of impenalist war and the
mmposition of the hated federation
In the mudst of those anxious days. even though the prisoncts were
bemg remov ed daily to hospital. m precanous condition. the mfamous
Bengal Ministny through 1ts spokesman. Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin.,
maintained 1ts callous and adamant attitude At the same time no
appeal could make the pnisoncrs change therr minds Rajendia
Babu and St Vlahadeo Desau. the latter an emussan from Gandhayi.
farled to persuade the prisoncrs to change their course because
neither of them could suggest an altemative plan of action which
could sccure therr release in the immediate tutuie

It was clear that the old leadership had abandoned them

Thewr hunger-stiike was m the fourth week and now 1t seemed
that a major calamits would soon overtahe a number of them The
nation waited tensely

At this quncture the Bengal Provincial Congross Commuttee
came to the rescue with adefrnite plan of action Sjts Subhas Bose
and Sarat Bose at the imtance of the B PC C i hurrcd niterview s
with the strikers presuaded thom to suspend the hungorsstrike jor
a pertod ot tvw o months on the assurance that the Bengal Provineal
Congress Committce had undertaken tull rosponsibiliy - for
conducning a campuign for thewr release If within tw o months their
release was not ctfected the B PPC O would launch direct action
on a musy seale preparations to that effect having already got
under way

On this assurance the 89 vahant prisoners broke their fast on
the 3rd of August

But this by no mcans ends the matter. the real fight 1s still ahead
With the record of the reactionany Hug Muustn before us there
can be no casy outcome Syt Subhas Bose has appealed for 10.000
volunteers and 10.000 rupees for the coming fight Every orgamisation
in Bengal. Congress. Kisan, Mazdoor. Student and Cultural must
supply its maximum quota The agitation. too. n the inter enmg
period must be onc of ceaseless cyplamning to the masses and
mobulising the widest support

Only by dint of organised mass pressure will this last batch of
heroic fighters of freedom be seu free The people arce pledged to
sccurc therr release here and now The hunger-strike has shown a
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splendid example of the courage of our nation The millions outside
arc now morally bound not to rest till they are free
Nor can ot must the campaign be confined to Bengal Al pohitical
prisoners must be set free n every part of the countny

The most alarming factor which directly retards the struggle for
civil Iiberties in the non-Congress Provinces 1s the growing attack
on the Kisan and Labour movement in the Congress Provinces—
the UP Government Circular. the arrest of the entire leadership
of the Girm Kamgar Umon (Communist) in Bombay and the crucl
treatment of the Kisan Satyagrahis in Behar

The days of National struggle ahead demand the restoration to
us of our comrades mcarcerated in the Punjab. in Behar  n Bombay
The release of these prisoners 1s a part of the general question of
cvil hberties puaranteed to the people n the Congress Election
Manifesto o stne qua non of the progress of the struggle for
freedom The Bengal Congress must get the unqualified support
of the Working C ommuttee and of the Congress Ministries In the
words of the recent Caleutta resolution of the ATC C - to make
the release of these prisoners a vital 1ssue and direct the Congress
Commuttees to hogin a vigorous agitution for the immediate and
uncondittonal rddcase of the  poliical prisoners

Finally. let the wotking Commuttee as the supreme executive of
the Congiess take up the suggestion of the Politicid Prisoncrs
Release Sub-Commuttee of the B PC € and help conven. and all-
India Political Prisoncrs Release Conference as a step in launching
a nation-wide campaign

Comrades! Send your maximum of volunteers to Bengal.
contibute eveny pie that vou can  For this once the Bengal Ministry
and its forcign friends must hnow that our comrades must be
immediateh and unconditionally set free Ths is the immediate task
before all Communists, Socialists. Trade Uniomists. Kisan Sabhantes

and Students
ALL SUPPORT 1011} BPCC 'FOR THE MMIDIAIL RI LLASE OF

ALL POLITICAI PRISONIRS' 10R MASS ACTION !
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WHAT LED TO THE WAR

Rajani Palme Dutt

This is the Second imperialist war. The first impcrialist war of
1914 was the war between the then leading rivals of world
impenalism. between the British and German Imperialism for the
rc-division of the world  The war of 1914 gave nse to the
beginning of the world Socialist revolution. with the victory of the
sociahist revolution in Russia, the imtial victory of the revolution
in Germany and central Europe and the spread of a revolutionary
wave through the world

The Basic Cause

From this pomt the world situation has been transtformed The
central 1ssue of world sociahsm. and world capitalism domates
all other 1ssues The impenalist conflicts. which continue to develop
n sharpened formns out of the consequences of the war of 1914
henceforth onentate themsclves and develop in relation to this
central antagonism  Thus 1s the decishve factor which made possible
the rapid revival and genewed mulitary threat of the crushed and
defcated German impenahlism of 1918 In thc normal course the
next stage of imperialist antagomsm. after the crushing of German
imperialism . would have passed to the Anglo-American antagonism
representing the two major giants of impenahsm. and indced this
began to flare up rapidly in the first phase 1918-20 But this deep
underlying antagomsm remamed benecath the surface. slowly
maturing. 1t was overlaid by the immediate sharper central
antagomsm of capitalism and socialism. by the fear of the socialist
revolution, and the repercussions of this situation, in Europe Instcad.
the defeated German impcnalism which 1t had becn intended by
Versailles to hold crushed and bound and unable to rnisc anew. was
able 1n a short space to climb back to power on the basis of this
central capitalist-socialist or Anglo-Sovict antagonism Thus tactical
process underlaid the successive stages of Rapallo. of Stresemann's
manocuvres. of Hitler’s coming to power as the champion of the
West against Bolshevism. and of the case with which Hitler was

“THE COMMUNIST' Of December 1939, organ of the
Communist Party of Imida
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permutted to re-arm. to receve financial assistance. to tear the
bonds of Versailles as 1f they were made of paper. and to terrorise
Lurope British impernialism. which prom 1904 to 1918 spent all
ity resources to DFLIVER THE KNOCKR OC1 BIOH 10 GERAAN
INIPERILLISNE FROAL 1923 10) 1938 SPENT AIL 11S RESOURCES 10
REBUITD AND RESTORL GERMAN INPERIALISAL ON AN EVEN VORI
PONERFUL B SIS 1HLAN BFFORE AS Tk SUPPOSED WEAPON AGAINST
BOILSHEVISM THFREBY 1T FORGED THE WEAPON WHICH 1S BEEV
TURNED AGANST HSELE THIS IS [HE BASIC (AUSE OF THE TLIR

Predatory Treaty of Versailles

The Allicds Powers at Versalles pursucd contradictory amms
On the onc hand. they sought to strike down decisneh once and
for all German impenalism. alike m the economic. n the political
and in the militany field Recogmsing that the weight of numbers
of the German people'in the centre of Europe, cqual to the united
populations of Britain and France. and combined with the highest
techmical industral development of anv European people. must
mevitably. under the conditions of impenalism. lead to German
dommation of Eutope. unless violently restiained. they sought by
a Punic peace to hold the Genman nation forcibly divided. lopping
oft whole sections of the German people and handing them out to
satelhte States. to shatter German commcercial and industnal
development by the scizure of shipping and colonies and the load
of reparations and to destrov German navat and muilitas  power
by enforced disarmament They understood very well that tuey were
thereby sowmg the seeds for a future war of revenge just as the
Germans themselves had done by their Treaty of Frankfurt in 1871
But they calculated that they held such overwhelmmg power.
and had mmposcd such stringent provisian of disarmament and
control. that Germany could not begin to attempt to rearm and build
its power a new without being struch down agam before it had
rcached the carhiest stage All they had failed to calevlate was how
rapidly dialectics can crumple up and tumn mside out the most
unbreakable 1ron bonds Foremost amor, the rank and filec of
Brtish Conscryatism. among the 200 M P s who stormed and
blustered for a super-Carthagiaman peace agamst Germany in the
blindness of impenahist greed, and thus laid the sceds for Hatler's
coming to power and for the present war. was on Mr. Neville
Chamberlamn
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Other side of the Picture

But then came the other side of the picture 1HE 11IFD POTERS
1! VERSAILLES WERFEF FI'EN MORE 1FRAUD OF BOLSHEVISAT OR .1
GENUINF POPUT AR REVOLU HON IN  GERNLNY THAN THEY LD
GERMAN MILILIRISM IND IMPFRLAISM Between these two
conflicting ainis they signed their own death-warrant Only a genuine
popular revolution in Germany. which destroys the military and
burcaucratic caste. which strikes down the power and possessions
of the Junker large landowners and of the big industrialists. and
thus establishes the basis for 1cal democracy in place the sham
democracy of Weimar, can end the menace of German militansm
and impenahism for the peoples of Europe This the German people
sought to accomphish in 1918-23 This the Allics would not allow
them to accomphish Under the fig-leaf of German Social Democracy.
which acted as the docile agent of the allies the German Spartacist
revolution was crushed in blood. the Marust leaders of the workers
were murdered. the Soldiers. and Worker s Councils were dissolved
and i order to accomplish this. the old military caste was re-
established m power and armed ancw  With the benes olent connivance
of the Allies. Military was re-cstablished in Germany 1 order to
fight Bolshevism The inter-Allied Military Missions for the contiol
of disarmament had befpre them sheaves of reports and documents
on the 1llegal re-arming and the rregular military formations which
were allonwed to be formed to combat the workers. but the high
authontics turned a blind cye to these reports The Orgesch, the
Black Reichswehr. the Organisation Consul, the Ehrhardt Brigade
and bke formed the nucleus of the future fascist corps  All thesc
were built up with the conniv ance of the Bnitish and French ruling
class The Weimar Republic was a facade behind which the old
regime held power. until the work ot counter-revolution was
completed. the facade could be thrown aside and the open terronist
dictatorship proclaimed of the most reactionany and chauvimst
sections of finance-capital

From Versailles to Munich

In this way the British and French ruling class threw awas i
a few years the outcome of all the sacrifices they had exacted during
1914-18 from their peoples. who had fought, as they behieved. to
free the world from the menace of German militarism On the one
sidc. they sowed the sceds of future war through the Treaty of
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Versailles by estabhishing the oppression of the German people On
the other side. by strangling the German popular revolution and
encouraging the re-establishment of the militany caste. they created
the force which could utihise the national gnievances i order to
tebwild the fighting power of Getman impenalism with a basis of
support m the people The national oppression alone could not
have produced the power to threaten the overwhelmmg militan
supcrioriiy of Britam and France The discredited militany and
reactionary forces afone could never have found a basis of support.
i the people without the genwine national gricvance to play on
But the combination of the two produced the explosive compound —
NAZI-ISM  From this moment the short-sighted cupidity and
brutalits of the Brtish and French reactionaries turned to suicidal
fiensy With their own hands they tore down the bonds of Versailles
Atms. finance ternitorics all that had they poured into the lap of
the Nazis »« 2" «r heart’s ideal of the noble warniors of civihisation
agamst Bolshevism -~ They will cheat vou vet. those Junkers.” the
Dailv Mail had brawled with monotonous nsistency in the days
of the Versailles madness The prediction was correct. but it was
Datly Mail that was ““cheated™ That lauded Hitler to hugh heaven
tore down Versarlles and handed all to the Nazi-Junker alliance
Hitler 1s the direct and visible incendiany of the present war But
Hitler 18 the product of Brtamn and French maperialism 7 HIIFR
WPTH D tHEALUCTT IO THE GUNPOUDER T BAS THE BRITISH IND
TRUNCH RUTING CHANS LU TAID LHE Tk UL OF THE GUMNPOTDER
INDVET W E THE N IN HIs HHIND S And once a, ar. the
cmbodiment of both stages. of the Versailles stage and of the
Munich stage. the personification of a decrepit rulme oligarchy
caught and tom of the spikes of 1ts own mmpotent lusts. appears
the figure of Newille Chamberlan the architect of the nusfortuncs
of the British people

How The War Developed

T'he sccond impenalist war did not begin m September, 1939
It alrcady began years caihier Its prepaiation may be traced over
the past cight vears Character was described m the History oy the
CPS U mlo3g

A sccond imperialist war has actually begun It began stealthily
without anmv declaration of war States and nations have almost
impcerceptibly shipped mto the orbit of a sccond imperiahst war It
was the three aggressor States. the fascist ruling circles of Germany.
Italy and Japan, that bep.an the war mvanous parts of theworld — In
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the final analysis it is being waged against the capitalist intercsts
of Great Brtain. France and the U. S. A.. since its object is a re-
division of thc world and of the sphercs of influence in favour of
the aggressor countrics and at the expense of the so-called democratic
states.

A distinguishing fcature of the second impcerialist war is that so
far it is being waged and extended by the aggressor powers, while
the other powers, the *Democratic™ powers. against whom in fact
the war is directed. pretend that it does not concern them, wash
their hands off it. boast of their love of peace. scold the fascist
aggressors. and.....surrender their positions to the aggressors bit by
bit, at the same timc asserting that they are preparing to resist.

Similarly we have the description of Stalin in his specch in March.
1939 :

It is a distinguishing featurc of the new imperialist war that it has
not yet become universal, a world war. the war 1s being waged by
aggressor States, who in cvery way infringe the interests of the non-
aggressive States. pnimarily England. France and the U.S.A.. while
the latter draw back and retrecat, making concession after concession
to the aggressors.

The new fact since Scptember 1939 1s that. following the German
aggression on Poland on Scptember 1. Bnitain and France. after
previously refusing a general peace front which could have checked
the aggression. have declared war on Germany.

Warnings Ignored

What is the significance of this new step? Where docs it lead,
and what must be the conclusions for action to be drawn by the
working class and thc anti-fascist forces? We arc dealing here with
a situation which is not simple but complex. which is characteriscd
by many contradictory clements, and in which it is evident that the
forces have got out of control of the actors and that many sharp
turns and changes may be cxpected. Up to the last stages British
and French reaction undoubtedly counted on reaching a scftlement
with Germany. Poland and the Polish Treaty were originally a pawn
in the game: that there was no serious consideration of the problem
of military resistance at the time the Treaty was drawn up by the
British Government and by Colonel Beck was shown by the placid
rejection of the only help which could have saved Poland, Sovict
military help, and by the complete absence of any plan of combined
action and the terrible outcome when it came to practice. The
warnings of Lloyd George and of Churchill at the time were explicit :
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If we are gomg in (to help Poland) without the help of Russia. we
are walking into a trap 1 ask the Government to take immediate
steps to sccure the adhesion of Russia an alliance an agreement.
a pact - 1t docs not matter what it 1s called. so long as 1t 15 an
understanding to stand together agamnst the aggressor Apart from
that we have undertaken a frightful gamble. a ven nisky gamble
(Lhvod George in the House of Commons. Apnl 3, 1939)

He (Chamberlain) guaranteed Poland. Russia and Greece against
the huge army of Germany [ was the first to call attention to that
obvious fact m the House of Commons | denounced 1t as sheer
madness to give such a pledge m the absence of mibitany support
fiom Russta . Russtan troops alone could reach the battleficld in
tme to save the Polish Army fiom being crushed (Lo d George
in the Sunday Expiess July 27, 1930)

“There 1s no means of mamtammg an Eastern Front against
Nazi aggression without the active aid of Russta™  (Churchull in
the Daily Telegraph. May 4. 1030) These wamings ot the Spring
of 1939, which became ternble reality in the Autumn. were not a
sceret. they were spoken trom the housctops The fact that these
warmngs were ignored 1s evidence that there was no serious
expectation of a conflict. the guarantees were a form of diplomatic
pressure on Germany . the certamty of a deal with Germany. including
a German-Pohish scttlement. was assumed Hence also the placid
acceptance of the Nazit mihtann occupation of Danzip and the
pressure on Poland to make no opposttion «t became evid * .t. when
the Bntush Military Mission reached Moscow. that the problem of
military resistance was not bemg considered as a practice

Who were considering 1t as scrious strategic problem. and the
British authoritics practical problem. and that between the Soviet
authonitics there was no common ground The financial ohgarchies
were only playing as they thought with diplomatic pawns But the
diplomatic pawns were linve nations

Big and Dangerous Game

The same situation and calonlations- - or miscalculations— wwere
clearly shown in the character o *nie negouvations with the Soviet
Umon There was ncither any conception of urgency nor any
scrious ntention to reach a Peace Front Had there been cither. the
offer of the Soviet Union for a firm and binding reciprocal Peace
Pact would have been immediately closed with, as it was madc.
instecad of being firsy ignored. then repudinted on principle

Pole-n 7
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(Chamberlaim m April). and then played with through cvery device
ingenuity could invent for delay It 1s evident that the mtention here
also was to usc the ncgotiations as a diplomatic bluff. in order to
exercise pressure on Germany to reach an agreement by the threat
of possible alternatne Meanwhile the serious approaches and
negotiations with Germany went forward (Hudson-Wohltat.
Kemsley-Hitler. ctc) until the situation was constdered nipe for the
conception of the Frnve power Conference. excluding the Sovict
Umion. to be pubhicly Iaunched in the British press During all this
period the Nazi mihitary preparations went openly forward It was
know that mud-August would sce the completion of the Naa
mobihisation. Yet this knowledge produced no scnse of urgency 1n
British ruling circles for the necessity of building an immediate
front to mect thc menace of aggression On the countn. as late as
August 3. the British Mmster of Defence placidly declared that
“War 1s unlikels —and the Government has venv good reasons for
saving that™ They were very confident of theu plan for the second
Munich They were very confident that the Nazi mobihisation would
be directed clsewhere  They were veny confident that they had the
poor Soviet simpletons on a string. Unfortunately for themselves
they did not realise that they were not dealing with Blums and
Attlees. but with men who understood evers move of the * big and
dangerous game the Mumchites were plaving™ and the “scnious
fiasco’ to which 1t would lcad

Chamberlain’s Plans Smashed

With massive patience. the Soviet Union waited till the very
extreme edge of nisk and danger. till the second half of August. not
because they failed to understand the manocuvics of Chamberlain
(the sucessive wamings of Molotov and Zhdanov were sharp and
opcen) but to give the utmost chance to the forces in Butawm which
wished for the Pact to awaken from their davdreams to the real
menace and to compel the conclusion of the Peace Fiomt which
could alone save pcace But the official opposition forces in Britain
remained fatuously complacent and passive. noisily proclainung
cvery few days that the Peace Pact was just about to be reached
(which was cxactly what Chamberlain wanted them to do). trusting
Chamberlain. refusing to hift a finger against Chamberlam. refusing
to umte, claborately discussing the terms of a deal with Hitler
“after” the Peacc Front instzad of fighting for the Peace Front
When the Bntish Military Mission to Moscow at the very moment
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of Hitler's full mobilisation. made clear that they had not the
shightest mtention of cven discussing any common action. the Sov set
Union drew the necessary conclusions and took immediate steps
to mect the situation It was no longer possible to save general peace
by a Pcace Front. when the Peace Front was refused by the
Governments of the West. the Western peoples proved mcapable
of checking the sabotage of their Governments It was not possible
to save the doomed and passive peoples of the West aganst their
will It was nccessary to find an altermatinve path to break the
counter-revolutionary front On August 23 the Sovict Union signed
the Non-Aggression Pact with Germany The reactionany plans of
Chamberlain were smashed with a single blow

The Blood Guilt

From thir »omt the fiasco of Chamberlain was manifest to the
word The refusal of the Peace Front recotled on the heads of the
non-interventiomsts  From the moment that Hitler was clear that
Chamberlain had finally refused the Peace Front. he knew that he
could strike his blow The Munichites. the British rcactionaries who
refused the Peace Front and et loose catastrophe upon the world.
now try to hide therr guilt and to claim that the Soviet-German Non-
Aggression Pact It loosc Hitler's attack Thus 1s like claiming that
because the thunder follows the hghtning. the flash is the cause of
the thunder Hitler’s mobihisation was rcaching its heieh. already
by Mid-August The blow was visibly prepating Only the ww wdiate
conclusion of the Pcace Front could have checked 1t The Sovict
mulitary authontics put formard the most urgent and concrete
proposals for action to chech 1t These proposals were refuscd
From thc moment of that rcfusal the fate of Western and Central
Europe was scaled 7he refusal of the Peace Front by Chamherlam
led equally to the Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pac. and (o
Hitler s attack The two consequences followed from a vingle
cause The blood-guilt cannot be cscaped The responstbility for
this war lics not only with Hitler. the direct aggressor and launcher
of the war. but with British and French re :tion who could have
checked the aggression without war and who refused. thereby
choosing the path of war

Chamberlain’s War AIMS

Now that the war 1s here. under the conditions of Chamberlain’s
choosing. not of our choosing. what course must the British and
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French peoples. what course must the working class fighters agamst
fascism. pursuc” Though 1t 15 a war agamst Hitler, the spearhecad
of mternational reaction and the deadly encmy of the international
labour movement. the fuct must be faced that 1t 1y an imperialist
war This war 1s rot the war of the Peace Front against fuscist
aggression , for the Peace Front was never realised. the realisation
of the Peace Front would have meant not war but peace The Bnitish
and French reactionanies are not fighting for democracy against
fascism. or they would have stood by Spain and Czeckoslovahia
Thev arc not fighting for freedom of small nations or for the
sanctity of treaties. or for the maintenance of peace against
aggresston They have trampled all these principles under foot and
shown 1n a practice that they have no care for them They are
fighting for therr own mmpenalist intcrests and for nothing clse
They are fighting because the further advance of Hutler-fascism
to the domination of Europe, to the south-cast and to the Middie
Eastcrn Empire. and to the demand for colonies. threatens the vital
mterests of Bntish impenalism  They are fightmg for the mamtenance
of the British Empire against a vital impenalism  And even after
they have formally declared war, they still seck for a wav out, for
a basis of settlement that could divert the impenahst war, whose
deadlv menace to their whole system they well understand. into the
chann:ls of counter-revolutionary war They use the slogans ot
anti-fascism for their own dirty aims They will pursuc the war for
their impenialist aims to reach an mpenahst peace On all these
harsh realitics. there 1s no room for llusions

The Historic Signal

The problems before the working class movement are sharp and
urgent But the dilemmas of the mpenalists are a hundred times
greater They can neither find their solution i peace nor m wat
The Soviet Union grows immeasurably stronger The basis of the
fascist dictator,hips 1s bemng undermined  Explosive situations
develop 1n all the belligerent countries The colomal pevples stit
agamst their bonds and see before them new possibilities of advancing
their struggle for hberation “THE SLCOND IMPE RIALST WAR IS 11
HISTORICAL SIGNAI FOR MASS AWAKE NING IN {HE, ¢ OUNLTRIES O
LUROPE AND IN AlL THE COLONIAI COUNTRIS ANI FOR NIW
ADVANCL TO THE GOAL OF WOR] D SOCIAL ISM
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NATION’S VANGUARD IN ACTION
100.000 TO THE FORE !

S. S. Batliwnala

The Background
From the day the sccond impenahst World war began. we were
all very concerned Not to say that the machinations of Chamberlam
and his gang had enmeshed us i their ghb talk abeut “defence
of democtacy ™™ What worried the Communists. leaders and rank
and file. was how to cffectively harness the opportunity. and create
confidence e Indian National Congress that the working class
would not fall belund mn the fight agamst impenalism and for
independence

It was mcreasmely evident that the vop icadership in the Congress
was hesitant and wavering It was adoptug dilatory tactics. and
gomg m tor negotiations with the Viceroy

The countny was scething with discontent The Defence of Indha
Ordinance was demorahsing quite a lot of political workers n the
Congress fold through its ruthless provisions It 1s no more a
question of going to jatl as m the € D davs. this tim. vou face
the galluws ' Let us not be rash. let us move with circumspection”™ —
this was the advice freely gnen by responsible ““leaders ©

The Communusts were faced with the task of breaking the spell
of the Ordinance. and crcating confidence in the masses We. m
Bombav. determuned to give the Iead. and naturally our first task
was to organisc a onc-day political strike with the domin~mt section
of the local v.orking-class. the textile workers. shoulderning the
burden

The Handicaps

We were faced with tremendous obstacles

The local nationahist newspapers were cronwing the impenalist
tunc under the direct gaze of the Press Censor They refuscd to give
us cven a fow odd hines in a remote comer of their journals for
the purposc of giving the call Legal leaflets and handbills could

Published m NATIONAI FRONT™ &th October 1939
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not be issued. as the owners of printing presses refused to risk
“*confiscation’” by publishing our manifesto or appeal. Even the
“*Kranti". our Marathi weckly, and the ““National Front™ had been
forced to closc down because no press was preparcd to print
“*Communist’” newspapcrs.

The policc made bando-bast to prevent processions by enforcing
the requisitc of a ““pass’” to be previously obtained form the local
police station.

Our most popular comrades on the textile front, the office
bearers of the Girni Kamgar Union, were bound down by “‘bail-
conditions™". They werc prohibited from addressing mectings, or
otherwisc taking part. directly or indirectly, in the furtherance of
any strikc. Thus. Comrades Dange, Mirajkar. Mrs. Dangc. Patkar,
Bhise and Bhoglc were not available to us.

The C. S. P. was not ready to co-opcrate.

The Trade Unions would have to be left out of count in order
not to deprive the workers of their Icgal organisations in these days
of cconomic hardship cntailed by the War.

Besides all this, the issuc would be a straight political one, not
permitting the use of economic gricvances for rallyif support. A
clear anti-war call would be given, the Ordinance would be defied
in action and not in mere words, and we were to be ready for the
full conscquences of the action

The Preparations

A mecting of all Communists unanimously decided for the strike
to be called on 2nd October. The die was cast.

Our campaign immediately started with barely threc weeks in
hand. With hurricanc spced meetings of contacts were convened,
arcas divided up, and details chalked out. From the first day, the
streetcorner mectings were organised. All our speakers, good, bad
and indifferent were posted in different localitics. Underithe Red-
Flag gathered toiling men and women to listen to the cleaj analysis
of the war, the repudiation of any and every compromise, the
cxposurc of “"neutrality’’, the reasons why the working class was
forced to take the lead and point the way to the rest of the nation,
a call to immcdiatc action.

From all comers came the demand for handbills and leaflets.
With great difficulty the Manifesto was printed anyhow and
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circulated. The Congress Ministry had distributed thirteen lacs
handbills. and the B.P T.U. C. had printed 1 lac 20 thousand before
the general strike on 7th November Only ten thousand copies of
the Manifesto could be printed for the strike on 2nd October.
Further handbills were not possible to get

Everyday, after the mills closed. the working class area hummed
with activity. Cyclists with red-flags went shouting by. In the night
men with buming torches appeared at strategic corners and harangued
the crowd A ncw cadre which had not touched the textile workers
before, took street-comer and chawl meetings, and gave convincing
proof of thc ramifications of Communists in the city They argued
and carried conviction. patiently explaining the difficulties that
loomed large before the workers. In the morning as the workers
went to tixir rulls and factories. they were greeted by handwritten
posters in their chawls. on the walls of buildings, on the stairs they
mounted. at the gates they entered. cven on the road on which they
walked. Group meetings of “*contacts” . the gatherings of promising
workers sclected for their mettle in previous local strike struggles,
wcre organised by thc hundred Everywhere the effort was to
clcarly understand the political imphcations of the strike. These
contacts emerging form these **study circles’™ widencd the net of
organisation. and proved to be the pivot of the strike Thov brought
homc the lesson that effective Trade Union work is ind.cpensable
for a party professing Marxism. because that alone can supply the
necessary links with the working masses and permit you to test and
choose the right men. The patient work of our comrades for thc
last so many vecars in the Gimi Kamgar Union was yielding the
result.

Four days nrevious to the strike the first blow was received.
Com. Sawant was arrested with a bundle of anti-war posters and
taken to the lock-up. The comrades resolved, ‘*We shall be more
careful. We cannot afford to lose comrades ke this™". The campaign
was further intensified on the last days but no arrest of a similar
kind could be effected by the police.

Rally on Sunday

The rally of workers at Delisle Road mustered only ten thousand
men and a sprinkling of women workers.
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*“This means that the strike to-morrow will be a flop”’ said an
interested press reporter in the hearing of our comrades.

1 beg vour pardon™, came the prompt reply. ““What vou do
not see is the character of the gathering. We are working on a
diffcrent basis this time. We are not relying on agitation and mass
cnthusiasm so much as on cffective organisation. Herc in this
mecting there are representatives from cvery centre and area. The
picked men. the contacts arc here. And we are confident about
success to-morrow.”

But the press representative went away unconvinced. He had
witnessed the rally that preceded the 7th November gencral strike.
It had rcached the colossal figure of ncarly a lac. This rally could
not impress him.

Com. Joglckar presided at the rally. In his characteristic stylc,
he brought the grimness of the occasion to bear on the workers
Com. Parulckar. Joint Sccrctary of the All-India Trade Union
Congress and a member of the Scrvants of India Socicty, spoke
next. In burning words. he tore the veil that covers the propaganda
by thc Government ““Why should you offcr vour lives at the altar
of this British Empirc” This is a war between two dacdtts. Let them
fight between themselves. Why should we. the toilers. their victims.
help them?”” Comrade Ranadive madc the best speech of the day
In quiet argumentative style. he posed onc problem after another
and demolished the bogey held up before the workers against the
strike on the 2nd October.

We arc told we shall losc a week's wages by going on a day’'s
strike. But who can deny that if we do not strike on this political
issuc. if we do not give the call for action so that national
independence may be achicved. we shall lose not a weck's wages
but the wages of a wholc life-time. the wages of freedom from
slavery, the wages of happiness from misery, the wage§ of relief
from stark exploitation that is our misfortune to-day, ahd harder
chains to-morrow?......... We arc not stealing the initiative form
anybody. Through the strike, we assure the Congress, the Indian
nation, that thc working class will be solidly behind every struggle
for attaiming freedom, whatever the cost. however big the sacrifice
demanded. .... . We give our assurance by deeds and not only by
words...... To-day the British lion has fallen into a pit which he
dug himself Hc had meant 1t for Soviet Russia, the land where
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Workers and Pcasants rule. It is not our good fortune to claim that
we have pushed him into the pit. But it is certainly our good fortune
that he is in it We are not going to help him to come out. The
lion is telling us : “Pull me out by my tail. dear lamb. and we shall
be cternal friends.” But we know full well that the lion will eat us
up if he is oncc extricated. So all we arc ready to do is to push
him deeper down, to cover the pit. along with him. with dust and
sand. and give this vicious cxploiting Empirc a decent burial.......""

There was loud and long applause. **Victory to the Red Flag™.
“*Down with Imperialist War™". **Long live Indian Indcpendence™
burst forth from cvery corner

The meeting transformed itsclf into a procession. headed by the
women with torch-hghts. Till late in the night. these men and
women marcknd through streets and by-lanes carrving the message
for the next day.

All night there was feverish activity. The finishing touches to
the arrangements were completed by 2 am. And by 4 am.. the
pickets with Red Flags had already reached cvery mill-gate. Over
and above thesce. there were pickets posted at strategic comers and
chawl-gates. Then with baited breath we waited. 1 turned to Com.
Bukhari and asked : ““What is your estimate of success”’ A
mysterious jumblc of lines gathered on his forchead and with the
left cyc half-closcd. he haltingly said : ~“Success—I1 am certain
about. But numbers—1 fear it may not rcach cven 50 p>rcent of
7th November. You sce. the odds are too great.”

I asked Com. Vaidya the same question. He said : **Tnc Bombay
working class has never failed us. But I agree the odds are very
great. No press, no handbills. on cffective opposition to give
momentum. no effcctive aid from others. They are trying to kill
us by isolation. by putting us in cold-storagc......Yes. Yes. I beliecve
we can draw casily about thirty thousands or so—because the issuc
is a straight politically prepared strike and the terror of the Defence
of India Act are prevalent in the city.

I asked a young worker lad : ““What arc the workers feeling ?
Will there be a strike?” He was visibly annoyed. *‘Have you doubts
about it? Come to my chawl and speak to the workers themselves.
The worker is quite confident about the strike. We have done it
before, we shall do it again.’” And then the momentous day arrived.
All our sober calculations were smashed up by the militant working
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class. The Bombay textile proletariat rose to the occasion and gave
a bigger and a better demonstration then 7th November.

The Red Letter Day

We had only one motor-lorry to give the call on the day of the
strike. The loud-speaker was not available. Nor were Coms. Dange
or Mirajkar available.

Police arrangements were thorough. In front of cvery mill-gatc.
at cvery street-corner, the Police with their lathis strutted about
under the direct supervision of a sergecant or a sub-inspector. In
three or four places. armed policemen with nifles were present in
batches of twelve and more. Four loaded police vans continuously
patrolled the labour areas, going round and round, stopping before
each mill-gate, exchanging greetings and going ahead.

But where were thc workers?

The slogan given was : ** You nced not stir out of your houses
Do not throng near mill-gates. or the Police may take the excuse
for a lathicharge or more.”” And the order was being obeyed The
strects remained cmpty, cspecially in front of mill-gatcs

“‘Bombay workers are organmising a protest sike on 2nd
October against war and in order to declare that India can help
the world democracy and the cause of peace only by establishing
democracy and freedom for herself This policy is in line with the
declared policy of the Congress.

I greet the action of the Bombay working class as giving a lead
to other classes for action in this hour of crisis.

I take the strike as proof that our people are prepared to back
up the Congress Working Committee 1n any call for struggle.

The workers are striking for a day, let the entire nation
simultaneously declare for freedom und against imperialism

—SUBHAS BOSE.

Picketing was hardly needed. :

At the Morarjce Mills I got mixed up with some Bhaiya workers.
One of them was saying : ‘“‘Bhaiya. this time we must not be
disgraced like last time, We are not going in at all—nowhere near
the gates. They blamed us as strike-breakers. Don’t you remember
the rebuke of Swamiji when he came herc the other day?’” And
the others—to a man— concurred.

In Madanpura, the Muslim workers scemed cqually determined.
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““This 1s our strike too. The Britisher is no fricnd of Islam. And
we know the Red Flag stands cqually for everybody.”™

1 asked : "“What is the position in vour arca?”’

The prompt reply came :‘*“More than fifty per cent of Muslim
workers have obeyed the Red Flag consciously. At Worli, a dozen
women workers were arguing strenuously. I overheard : ‘“Who is
going to stop me? Come, I shall lead you n ™

“No, No, you are foolish—What will you gain by going in?’"

**Are you going to losec wages for thesc good-for-nothing?”

“Don’t say that—I am not coming. I am a follower of thesc
Red Flaggers. Have you never heard Usha-tai speaking at a
mecting?"”

In the end all went home. They said the children at home were
better companv than the inhuman machines.

Police Truculence

We almost ran into two volunteers with Red Flags being pursued
by a dozen lathi-wielding policcmen under the valiant lead of an
Anglo-Indian Sergeant at Foras Road

The volunteers complained that they had been assaulted, the flag
torn, and now they were being bodily hustled away form the area

We asked the scrgeant why he was behaving in this fashion. **1
don’t want anybody lurking about here Theyv tried to hold a meeting
in the garden next door to the Mill. Supposing they throw stoncs
from there. 1 shall not permit it ™

We had to sternly tell nm that he was over-stepping the bounds
of his dutics that he could not stop mectings like this in anticipation
of stone-throwing.

*‘I do not care. 1 am the master here.”” And he started strutting
about the place. brandishing his “‘stick.™

A crowd had collected. We decided to report him to higher
authoritics. We got our volunteers to resume their meeting as well
as picket-posts with the flags. As we were moving away to the
Police Station, the sergeant walked up. ‘‘Look here. mister. I did
not mean any harm. The flag was accidentally torm. Honest truth.
Let us treat the whole incident as closcd.”

And when we told him that his explanation was unsatisfactory.
he said : “*But I am an Indian, I was born in India, 1 wish to live
in India. We are all brothers.™
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This was something new from an Anglo-Indian scrgeant.
But the police tricd to keep a neutral attitude in most cascs They
did not take sides as on 7th November

Some Incidents

At Worli. the manager and higher staff of a mill came out and
started using undue pressure on their men to get in. actually husthng
some of them inside. The voluntecr at the gate gave an extempore
speech. In order to silence him a stone was pelted at him from inside
the mill gate It caught him in the back The result was at once
visible. Even the dozen or so who had weakened and were about
to be dragged n. walked away disgusted with the mill authoritics
The manager made a piteous appeal saying he was a ““labour-
wallah™. but to no avail In half an hour. the fifty who had
previously gone in also came out and joined the strike. The mill
completely closed down for the day by 9 a m

At Kohinoor Mills men were brought into the Mills. from
3 a. m Ncarly a thousand and five-hundred —ncarly half the
complement—was in by 8 a m. But by 11-30 a. m the whole mill
came out en masse and joined the strike

Nearly 40 mills remained completely closed form the beginning.
not a single worker crossing thc gate

Another 15 tried to work with depleted complements. but most
of them had to give up the ghost by 12 noon.

In the north of Bombay, where the labour arcas are situated.
all the colleges and the most important schools also closed down.
Ncarly ten thousand students came on the streets. Three mectings
of students took place and fiery speeches against War. and declaring
sohidarity with the workers. were made. It 1s intcresting to note in
this conncction that these students attended the evening Kamgar
Maidan mecting, and the workers greeted them with ‘fVid_vanhi-
Kamgaranchi Jai.” .

At Girgaon, a group of hotel workers went from restaurant to
restaurant with two demands : (1) one hotel-worker to join the
group in propaganda; (2) the restaurant to shut down in sympathy
with the strike.

The Dharavi leather workers had joined the strike. So also a
majority of thc Ambamath match factory workers. The scamen held
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a demonstration and meeting in sympathy. Scctions of building
workers laid down their tools.

Com. Taher was first arrested for “obstruction to traffic’” and
released Once again he was arrested for ““stone-throwing™™ and
bailed out for Rs. 10

Two volunteers were also arrested for “*obstruction™”. and bailed
out for varying amounts.

But the whole day passed without a single affray or “incident .
The workers behaved with great restraint. and camed the un-
stinted unanimous compliment even from the hostile local press
that the strnike was absolutely peaceful and no force was used at
any stage

By 9 a.m. the strike was practically complete. I totalled 89.000
workers when'v.o approached the desk of Coms. Deshpande and
Bhandarkar at the “"Kranti”™™ officc for reports from the various
centres. The comrades had worked with iron discipline The
orgamsation functioncd through the new contacts and had worked
wonderfully ' The Phoenix Mills workers. men and women. on
strihe for the last six months. had donc veoman service. After the
success of 7th November interested partics had maintained that the
success of the gencral strike was due to the unholy alliance made
by the Communists with Ambedkar Ambedkar and his party have
now declared for co-operation with Britain And yet the call of the
Commumsts had found a bigger response from workers than 7th
November. and m a sober and quicter mood. The strike had made
a record in numbers and in the peaceful way in which it was
accomphshcd.

““Arm in Arm, We March to Victory”

As we went along to the historic Kamgar Maidan, Com. Ranadive
remarked : ““For the next strike, we need only only one public rally.
onc mceting of contacts and onc handbill. and the task would be
accomplished.”” Nobody contradicted him ana »0 well was eversbody
impressed by the cool. silent and yet effective strength displayed
by the workers. There was no tuss. no excitement. but with quict.
determined. grim faces they had forged a huge political weapon for
themsclves and evolved the technique of its usc.

We reached the Kamgar Maidan and a sea of heads greeted us.
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The maidan was decked in huge Red Flags. Com. Shahid, with his
stentorian voice and widc swceping gestures, was casting a spell
on the audience.

**Lal Jhanda hai hamare hathmain!

Jante hain ek lashkar ayaga,

Top dikhla ker hamain dhamkayvaga.

Per yahi janda bhi yuhin lahrayaga!

Such hain ke hum bhukse bejan hain.

Iss buri halat main bhi toofan hain.

Lal Jhanda hai hamare hathmain!™

Com. Guran retailed in song. in a beautifully worded Marathi

povada. the history of the Russian Worker before, during and after
the Revolution. Every phrase was eagerly taken in, and as he
stretched the pitch of the last words, thundering applausc grected
him. Com. Tambitkar sang :

*Uthav jhanda ¢ki cha,

Jhanda amcha rakta cha,

Kamkan swatantriyacha!

...................

...................

Ladha Challa potacha,

Pastis-koti janatecha,

Uthav Jhanda eki cha!™
and the huge multitude, transformed into a militant mood. sang with
him, rocking to the tune.

Com. Joglekar once again presided at the meeting and gave a
stirring call to action. ‘*We, the workers of Bombay. have proved
to-day that we shall never be found wanting in the stiugglc for
independence....: .... English statesmen shall no more fix who is our
friend...... This Hitler whom they called a friend yesterday is now
the worst criminal on earth.... We have nothing to do with their
quarrels. We stand for a free India and are determined to achicve
our independence.”’

Com. Ranadive moved the main resolution of the day. In a
speech which went directly to the heart of the workers he explained
how the war had come about, who was involved in it and why.
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He said : “'If Gandhyji stands pledged to non-violence, it is un-
understandable why he wants India to support Britain which has
resorted to violence....We had a peaceful exhibition of our strength
to-day, and wec pledge that till the last worker 1s alive, we shall
fight for the cause so dcar to the Indian nation.”” He gave thc history
of the workers struggle in Bombay and India, and asked, ~“With
what facc can imperiahsts and forcign capitalists ask us to-day to
help them? Have they forgotten their own misdeeds? And what is
the guarantee that the shootings on workers, the Jallian wallas, will
no be repcated in the future? We are not likely to give milk to the
serpent who has bitten us before and whosc teeth have not been
drawn by us......... If the Russian worker could effect a revolution
during the last World War. the Indian worker can also rise to the
samc heights pw

He ended up amidst cheers when he declared : “*They say the
war will last for threc ycars. We have swomn to day to resist
imperialism, and within the three years. we arc sure of bringing
it down to dust.”

The resolution was rcad out :(—

“This mecting declares its solidanty with the international
working class and the peoples of the world. who are being dragged
into thc most destructive war. by the lmperialist Powers. The
mecting regards the present war as a challenge to the international
solidanty of the working-class, and dcclares that it is the common
task of the workers and people of different countries to defeat this
imperialist conspiracy against humanity. so that peace and goodwill
is restored among the nations of the world.™

This mecting condemns the Nazi aggression against Poland. and
expresscs its deep sympathy with the Pohish people. who have been
the victims of barbarous atrocitics.

This mecting is further of opinion that thc war between Nazi
+ Germany and British Imperialism is born out of Imperialist rivalry.
and that British Impcrialism 1n ncither defending democracy nor
the Independence of nations.

This meeting. thercfore, is of opinion that loyalty to Indian
frcedom demands resistance to war on the part of the Indian
people.

This mecting strongly protests against thc attempts of the
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Government to explott Indian resources and man-power and
impose the war on India in spitc of India’s declarcd opposition to
it.

This meeting strongly condemns the Viceregal Ordinances which
virtually place the country under martial law regime and demands
their immediate repeal.

This meeting is of opinion that the full resources of the country
should be utilised at this critical stage for forcing the pace of Indian
democracy. This meeting, thercfore. requests the coming mecting
of the AL.C.C. to givc a bold lcad to the country. by throwing
overboard all compromisc proposals and starting a nation-wide
war-resistance movement.

This mecting pledges itself to war resistance and declares that
any othcr path at this cnitical junctuwic would be a crime against
Indian frcedom and independence.™

Comradc Bukhari in his simple and forcetul Urdu. scconded the
resolution. He cxplained the task of the working class in the present
epoch. dilated on the foreign policy of Sovict Russia. and appealed
to the Congress to launch a country-wide struggle from which we
must emerge victorious.

Com. Parulekac was greeted by the workers as he advanced to
the microphone. He said. “*To-day your success has created a stir
in the Assembly Chambers. Pnime Minister Kher acknowledged to
me that the strike has becn a phenomenal success 1 greet vou on
vour strength and unity. ™’

Com. Indulal Yagnik, Jt. Sccretary of the All India Kisan Sabha
then rose to give fraternal greetings on behalf of the ALK S and
the Forward Bloc.

I am returming from my tour of Gujerat and I bring you the
admiration and affection of the peasants. You know how to do
things in a big way. We. the poor peasants live in snall isolated
villages. but we too are copying your example. We havealso started
resistancc against war.

The resolution was adopted amidst loud slogans of “*Down with
Imperialist War™", **Long live Indian frecdom.™

The mecting adopted a resolution supporting the demand of
workers for wage adjustment to prices.

“This meeting is firm.ly of opinion that the rise in priccs.
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permitted under Government authonity is extortionate and cxcessive
It has entailed severe hardship on poor and middle scctions of the
population

This mecting therefore demands immediate legislation
guaranteeing increase in wages with the nsc in prices This meeting
further calls upon the workers of Bombay to organisc a confcrence
to create sanctions behind the above demand ™

The mecting then adopted a resolution demanding from the
Congress Government a fair settlement to the Phoenix Mills Strike
Com Laljce Pendse cxplained in detail the need of building up the
Gimi Kamgar Union into a mass union and how a sound trade
union can be the basis of a sound political party Com TIambitkar
madc an mmpassioned appeal for the redress of the grievances of
the Phoent. Miiis workers. retailed their miserics and showed how
firnly they had bornc the brunt of a long stnke to save the Bombay
working class from retrenchment and unemployment

The Marathi version of the International was cheered to an echo
and the mecting dispersed

We were all tired out after a strenuous day  But the *“Kranti™
officc carncd on discussions for another two hours. cvaluating the
gains. measuring the next advance. wondenng what the morrow
would bring us The fateful mecting of the Viceroy and the Congress
War Cabinct has been scheduled for the 3rd October

Tol-n 8
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COMMUNIST DRAFT
RESOLUTION

India and the War

The AICC has carcfully considered the statements of the
British Premicr on Bnitan's war aims and has taken note of the
attitude adoptcd by the Sccretary of State for India and the Viceroy
on the last statement of the Working Commuttee lay ing down India's
position vis-a-vis the present war

The A I C C deplores that the British Government both in England
and 1n India. notwithstanding their democratic protestations have
promulgated emergency war mcasures which have instituted a
fascist regimentation of public hife suppressing freedom of press.
speech and association

The British Government nave promulgated Ordigances  passed
the Government of India Act Amendment Bill and taken other far-
rcaching mcasures “which affect the Indian people vitally and
circumscribe and hmat the powers and activitics of the provincial
governments

The Government have used the Ordmance to completely suppress
all normal political activity and the press especially n the Punjab
and 1in Bengal. to make numerous arrests of pohitical workers and
in one case to ruthlesslv suppress the just cconomic struggle of the
workers (at Digbor)

The Government have now placed on the Statute Book
the Defence of India Act embodying all the provisions of the
Ordinances m the face of the known disapproval of the Congress
M L A s and the protest of the other clected members of the C'entral
Asscmbly
The Government through its day-to-day war mcasures regarding

Comrades R DD Bharadway, Somnath Lahrs Bunkun A fukhergee and S G Surdesat
have given notice of the following resolution un  Incha and the Bar  for the
110 C Session 1o be held at Wardha on the 9th October and followmg d ns
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the appropriation of Indian resources for war ends, the transfer of
Indian troops abroad ctc. 1s committing India to a policy to which
she is not a party and of which. she disapproves.

In view of these developments and in view of the attitude
adopted by the British Government on the last Working Committec
statement on war the Indian National Congress declarcs:—

That the Indian people will not participatc in the present war
which they are convinced 1s being fought by Britain to defend the
Impenalist status quo and to consolidatc Imperialism in India and
elsewhere.

That whilc Congress abhors both fascism and impenalism and
supports the fight for World Democracy it is the frec Indian Nation
that alone <. “zctermine what our policy m a war shall be. When
freedom is achicved the Congress will place its own point of view
before the free Nation but till then it cannot support the war in
anyway.

That nothing can convince the Indian peog lc that the present war
is being fought for democracy as long as Ordinances and Defence
of India Act and other war measures continue to strangle the normal
political lifc and civil libertics of the Indian people. as long as her
right to self-dctermination and complete independence is not
conceded, as long as immediate steps are not taken to enic ~ce that
right through measures which cnsure full popular control by the
Indian people of their Army. the industrial and economic development
of the country and forcign policy.

The ALC.C. therefore adopts the following programme of
action:—

1. The Ministrics must refuse to submit to the restriction imposed
by the Ordinances and bv the Defence of India Act. must refuse
to assist in war mcasurcs and actively non-co-operatc in war
prcparations and facc dismissal

2. The campaign of mass resistance against war measures would
be inaugurated by an All-India Day of Protest (strikc and hartal)
against Imperialist War: against Ordinance and othcr imposed war
measures. On this dav we declarc our sympathy with the Polish
people condemn Chamberlain's and Hitler's policy which led to war



116 O Documents of The Commumst Movement In India

and appeal to the British and French peoples to convert this imperialist
war into a war to end both imperialism and fascism.

3. Boycott of British goods.

4. Resistance to the curtailment of the freedom of press.
organisation and association . through the Ordinances and the
Defence of India Act.

5. Resumption of struggle for democracy in the States.

6. Mass campaign to stop transfer of men. moncey and material
for the imperialist war.

The A.L.C.C. authorises thc Working Committce to appoint a
broad Council of Action which would be fully representative of the
Committee and whose task would be to take all measures to
inaugurate, organise and carry through the campaign. to guide and
lead the provincial committecs and Councils of Action and to take
all precautions cnsuring the fullest unity and discipline within the
organisation and enlisting the support and coopcration of [.abour
and Kisan organisations.
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THE BOMBAY STRIKE
S. S. Batliwala

From the day the second imperialist world war began. we were
all very concemned. Not to say that the machinations of Chamberlain
and his gang had enmceshed us in their ghb talk about ‘*defence
of democracy’™ What worried the Communists. leaders and rank
and file. was how to cffectively harness the opportunity and create
confidence in the Indian National Congress that the working class
would not fall behind in the fight against imperialism and for
independence.

It was incrcasingly evident that the top leadership in the Congress
was hesitant and wavering. It was adopting dilatory tactics. and
going m for ncgotiations with the Viceroy.

The country was scething with discontent. The Defence of India
Ordmance was demoralising quite a lot of political workers in the
Congress fold through its ruthless provisions. *'It is no more a
question of going to jail as in the Civil Disobedience days; this time
you face the gallows! Let us not be rash. let us move with
circumspection.”” —this was the advice freely given by responsible
“*lcaders.™”

The Communists werc faced with the task of breaking the spell
of Ordinance, and creating confidence in the masses. We. in Bombay.
determmed to give the lead. and naturally our first task was to
orgamse a one-day political strike with the dominant section of the

local working class, the textile workers. shouldering the burden.

We were faced with tremendous obstacles.

The local nationalist ncwspapers were crowing the imperialist
tune under the dircct gaze of the Press Censor. They refused to give
us cven a few odd lines in a remote corner of their journals for
the purposc of giving the call. Legal lcaflcts and handbills could
not be issued, as the owners of printing presses refused to risk
“*confiscation”” by publishing our manifesto or appeal. Even the

Published in “"THE LABOUR MONTHLY" December 1939, Londen.
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Kranti. our Marathi Weekly. and the National Front had becn
forced to closc down because no press was prepared to print
“Communist™ newspapers.

The police made bando-bast to prevent procession by cnforcing
the requisitc of a "pass" to bc previously obtained from the local
police station.

Our most popular comrades on the textile front. the office
bearers of the Gimi Kamgar Union, were bound down by "bail-
conditions." They were prohibited from addressing mcetings. or
othenwise taking part. dircctly or indirectly, in the furthcrance of
any strikc Thus. Comrades Dange. Mirajkar. Mrs Dange. Patkar,
Bhisc and Bhogle were not available to us.

The Congress Socialist Party was not ready to co-operatc.

The Trade Unions would have to be left out of count in order
not to deprive the workers of their legal organizations in these days
of economic hardship entailed by the War.

Besides all this. the issue would be a straight political onc. not
permitting the use of cconomic grievances for rallying support. A
clear anti-war call would be given, the Ordinance would be dceficd
in action and not in mere words. and we were to be ready for the
full consequences of the agtion.

A mecting of all Communists unanimously decided for the strike
to be called on October 2. The dic was cast.

Our campaign immediately started with barcly three weeks in
hand. With hurricane spced meetings of contacts were convencd.
arcas divided up. and details chalked out. From the first day, the
street-comer meetings were organised. All our speakers. good. bad
and indifferent. were posted in different localitics. Under the Red
Flag gathered toiling men and women to listen to the clear analysis
of the war., thc rcpudiation of any and every compromise, the
exposure of “‘neutrality,”’ thc rcasons why the working class was
forced to take the lcad and point the way to the rest of the natipn,
a call to immediate action.

From all comers came the demand for handbills and leaflets.
With great difficulty the Manifesto was printed anyhow and
circulated. The Congress Ministry had distributed 1.300,000
handbills. and the Bombay Provincial Trades Union Congress had
printed 120.000 before the general surike on November 7. Only ten
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thousand copics of the Manifesto could be printed for the strike
on October 2 Further handbills were not possible to get.

Every day. after the mills closed. the working-class arca hummed
with activity. Cyclists with red flags went shouting by In the night
men with buming torches appeared at strategic comers and harangued
the crowd. A new cadre. which had not touched the textile workers
before. took strect-corner and chawl mecetings and gave convincing
proof of the ramifications of Communists in the city. They argucd
and carried conviction. paticntly explaining the difficultics that
loomed large before the workers. In the moming as the workers
went to their mills and factorics. they were grected by hand-written
posters 1n their chawls. on the walls of buildings. on the stairs they
mounted. at the gates they entered. cven on the road on which they
walked Group 'ii-:tings of "contacts." the gatherings of promising
workers selected for their mettle in previous local strike struggles
were organised by the hundred. Evervwhere the cffort was to
clearly understand the political implications of the strike. These
contacts emerging from these ““study circles™™ widened the net of
organisation. and proved to be the pivot of the strikc They brought
home the lesson that cffective Trade Union work is indispensable
for a party profcssing Marxism. because that alone can supply the
necessary links with the working masses and permit you to test and
choose the right men The patient work of our comrades tor the
last so many ycars in the Gimi Kamgar Union was vicldiny its
result.

Four days previous to the strike the first blow was received.
Com. Sawant was arrested with a bundle of anti-war posters and
taken to the lock-up. The comrades resolved. “we shall be more
careful. We cannot afford to losc comrades like this.”” The cammign
was further intensified on the last days but no arrest of a similar
kind could be cffected by the police.

The rally of workers at Delislc Road mustercd only ten thousand
men and a sprinkling of women workers.

"This means that the strike to-morrow will be a flop" said an
intercsted press reporter in the hearing of our comrades.

"I beg your pardon." came the prompt reply. "what you do not
see is the character of the gathcring. We are working on a difficrent
basis this time. We are not r. iying on agitation and mass enthusiasm
so much as on effective organisation. Here in this mecting there
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are representatives from every centre and arca. The picked men.
the contacts. arc here. And we are confident about success to-
morrow."

But the press representative went away unconvinced. He had
witnessed the rally that preceded the November 7. general strike.
It had reached the colossal figure or ncarly a lac. This rally could
not impress him.

Com Joglekar presided at the rally. In his characteristic style,
he brought the grimness of the occasion to bear on the workers.
Com. Parulckar, Joint Secretary of the All-India Trade Union
Congress and a member of the Servants of India Socicty. spoke
next. In burning words, he tore the veil that covers the propaganda
by the Government. **Why should you offer your lives at the altar
of this British Empire ? This is a war between two dacoits Let them
fight betwcen themselves. Why should we. the toilers. their victims,
help them?" Comrade Ranadive made the best speech of the day
In quict argumentative style, he poscd one problem after another
and demolished the bogey held up before the workers agamst the
strikc on October 2.

“"We are told we shall lose a week's wages by going ot a day's
strike But who can deny that if we do not strike on this pohtical
issuc. if we do not give the call for action so that national
independence may be achieved, we shall lose not a weck's wages
but the wages of a whole life-time the wages of freedom from
slavery. the wages of happiness from miscry. the wages of relicf
from stark exploitation that is our misfortunc to-day. and harder
chains to-morrow ? ..We are not stealing the nitiative from anybody
Through the strike. we assure the Congress, the Indian nation, that
the working class will be solidly behind every struggle for attaining
freedom. whatever the cost, however big the sacrifice demanded, . We
give our assurance by deeds and not only by words ... To-day the
British lion has fallen into a pit which he dug himsclf. He had meant
it for Sovict Russia, the land where Workers and Peasants rule.
It is not our good fortune to claim that we have pushed him into
the pit. But it is certainly our good fortunc that he is in it. We are
not going to help him to come out. The lion is telling us : **Pull
me out by my tail, dear lamb, and we shall be eternal friends. "’
But we know full well that the lion will eat us up if he is once
cxtricated. So all we are ready to do is to push him deeper down,
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to cover the pit. along with him, with dust and sand, and give this
vicious cxploiting Empire a decent burial..."

There was loud and long applause. "Victory to the Red Flag."
"Down with Imperialist War." "Loong Live Indian Indcpendence,"
burst forth from cvery comer.

The mecting transformed itself into a procession. headed by the
women with torchlights. Till late in the night. these men and women
marched through strects and by-lancs carrying the message for the
next day.

All night there was feverish activity. The finishing touches to
the arrangements were completed by 2 a.m. And by 4 am. the
pickets with Red Flags had already rcached every mill-gste. Over
and above these there were pickets posted at strategic comers and
chawl-gatcs T+-n with baited breath we waited. I turned to Comrade
Bukhari and asked : "What is your estimate of success 7' A
mysterious jumble of lines gathered on his forehcad and with the
left eye half-closed. he haltingly said : "Success—I am certain
about. But numbers—I fear it may not reach even 50 per cent. of
November 7. You sec. the odds are too great."

I asked Comrade Vaidya the samc question. He said : "The
Bombay working class has never failed us. But I agree the odds
are very great. No press. no handbills, no effective opposition to
give momentum. no cffective aid from others They are inving to
kill us by isolation, by putting us in cold storage....Yes, ves, |
believe we can draw casily about thirty thousand or so—because
the issue is a straight political general strike. and the terror of the
Defence of India Act is so widespread in the city."

I asked a young worker lad : "What are the workers feeling ?
Will there be a strike 7" He was visibly annoyed. "Have you doubts
about it ? Come to my chawl and speak to the workers themselves.”
And then the momentous day arrived. All our sober calculations
were smashed up by the militant working class.

Thc Bombay textile proletariat rose to ¢’ ¢ occasion and gave
a bigger and a better domonstration than November 7.

We had only motor-lorry to give the call on the day of the strike.
The loud-speaker was not available. Nor were Comrades Dange
or Mirajkar available.

Police arrangements were thorough. In front of every mill-gate.
at every street-comner, the police with their lathis strutted about
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under the direct supervision of a sergeant or a sub-inspector In
three or four places. armed policemen with nifles were present in
batches of twelve and more Four loaded police vans continuously
patrolled the labour arcas. going round and round. stoopping before
each mill-gate. exchanging greetings and gomg ahcad

But where were the workers /

The slogan given was  "You need not stir out of your houscs
Do not throng neai mill-gates. or the policc may take the excuse
for a lathi-charge or more " And the order was being obesed The
streets remamned empty. cspecially in front of mull-gates

Picketing was hardly nceded

At the Morarjcec Mills I got mied up with some Bhaya workers
One of them was saying "Bhanya. this tim¢ we must not be
disgraced like last ime We are not gomg n at all—nowhere near
the gates They blamed us as strike-brcakers Don't vou remembet
the rebuke of Swamin when he came here the other day ™" And the
others—to a man—concurred

In Madanpura. the Mushim workers scemed equally determined
"This 1s our strike. too The Brtisher 1s no friend of Islam And
we know the Red Flag stands equally for cveny body "

I asked "What i1s the position in vour arca”"

The prompt reply camec  "More than fifty per cent of Mushim
workers have obeyed the Red Flag consciously * At Worli. a dozen
women workers were arguing strenuously [ overheard  "Who 1s
going to stop me ? Come. I shall lcad you in”~

“No. no. you arc foolish—what will you gam by going in 7"

“Arc you going to losc wages for these good-for-nothings ™

“Don't say that—I am not coming | am a follower of these Red
Flaggers Have vou never heard Usha-tai speaking at a meeting 7™

In the end all went home They said the children at home were
better company than the inhuman machimnes

We almost ran into two volunteers with Red Flags being pursued
by a dozen lathi-wiclding policemen under the vahant lcad of an
Anglo-Indian Scrgeant at Foras Road

The volunteers complaincd that they had becn assaulted. the flag
was snatched away We asked the sergcant why he was behaving
n this fashion "I don't want anybod:- lurking about here They tried
to hold a meeting in the garden next door to the Mill Supposing
they throw stoncs from there I shall not permut 1t
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Wc had to sternly tell him that he was over-stepping the bounds
of his dutics. that he could not stop meetings like this in anticipation
of stonc-throwing.

"I do not carc. I am thc master here." And he started strutting
about the place. brandishing his "stick."

A crowd had collected. We decided to report him to higher
authoritics. We got our voluntcers to resume their mecting as well
as picketposts with the flags. As we were moving away to the police
station. the sergeant walked up. "Look here, mister, 1 did not mean
any harm. The flag was accidentally torn. Honest truth. Let us treat
the whole incident as closed.”

And when we told him that his explanation was unsatisiactory,
he said : "But I am an Indian. I was born in India. I wish to live
in India. We are all brothers."

This was somecthing new from an Anglo-Indian sergeant.

But the police tried to keep a neutral attitude in most cascs. They
did not take sides as on November 7.

At Worli the manager and higher staff of a mill came out and
started using unduc pressure on their men to get in. actually hustling
some of them inside. The voluntecr at the gate gave an extempore
speech. In order to silence him a stone was pelted at him from inside
the mill gate. It caught him in the back. The result was at once
visible. Even the dozen or so who had wcakened and were 1bout
to be dragged in walked away disgusted with the mill authonties.
The manager made a piteous appcal. saying he was a "labour-
wallah," but to no avail. In half an hour. the fifty who had previously
gone in also came out and joined the strike. The mill completely
closed down for the day by 9 a.m.

At Kohinoor Mills men were brought into the mills from 3 am.
Nearly onc thousand five hundred—nearly half the complement—
were in by 8 a.m. But by 11.30 am. the whole mill came out ‘en
massc’ and joined the strike.

Nearly 40 mills remained completely closed from the beginning.
not a single worker crossing the gate. Another 15 tried to work with
depleted complements, but most of them had to give up the ghost
b: 12 noon.

In the north of Bombay, where the labour areas arc situated.
all the colleges and the most important schools also closed down.
Nearly then thousand students came on the streets. Three meetings



124 O Documents of The Communist Venement In fndia

of students took place. and ficry speeches agamst War and declaring
solidarnity with the workers werc made It 1s intcresting to note n
this connection that these students attended the evening Kamgar
Maidan meeting. and the workers greeted them with "Vidvarthi-
Kamgarancht Jai "

At Girgaon. a group of hotel workers went from restaurant to
restaurant with two demands (1) One hotcl-worker to join the
group 1n propaganda. (2) the restaurant to shut down n svmpathy
with the stnke

The Dharav1 leather workers had jomned the strike So also a
majorty of the Ambarnath match factory workers The scamen held
a demonstration and meeting 1n sympathy Sections of building
workers laid down their tools

Comrade Taher was first arrested for "obstruction to traffic” and
released Once again he was arrcsted for "stonce-throwing" and
bailed out for Rs 10

Two volunteers were also arrcsted for "obstruction " and baled
out for varying amounts

But the whole day passed without a single affray or "incident "
The workers behaved with great restrant and camed the unstinted
unanimous comphiment cven from the hostile local press that the
strikc was absolutely peaceful and no force was used at anv stage

By 9am the strikc was practically complete It totalled 89 000
workers when we approached the desk of Comrades Deshpande and
Bhandarkar at the Krant: office for reports from thc various centres
The comrades had worked with 1ron disciplinc The organtsation
functioned through the ncw contacts and had worked wonderfully
The phoemx Mills workers. men and women. on strike for the last
six months, had done ycomen service After the success of November
7 nterested parties had maintaned that the success of the gencral
strike was due to the unholy alliance made by the Communists with
Ambedkar Ambcedkar and his party have now declared for co-
operation with Britan  And yet the call of the Communists had
found a bigger response from workers than November 7, and n
a sober and quieter mood The strike had made a record in numbers
and in the peaceful way in which it was accomplished

As we went along to the historic Kamgar Maidan, Comrade
Ranadive remarked "“For the next strike, we need only one pubhic
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rallv. onc mectings of contacts and on handbill. and the task would
be accomplished." Nobody contradicted him. so well was everybody
impressed by the cool. silent and vet cffective strength displayed
by the workers. There was no fuss. no excitement. but with quiet.
determined. grim faces they had forged a huge political weapon for
themsclves and evolved the techmique of its usc.

We reached the Kamgar Maidan and a sca of heads greeted us.
The maidan was decked in huge Red Flags. Comrade Shahid. with
ns stentorian voice and wide. sweeping gestures, was casting a
spell on the audience.

Comrade Guran retailed in song. in a beautifully-worded Marathi
povada. the history of the Russian worker before. during and after
thc Revolution. Every phrasc was cagerly taken in. and as he
stretched the pitch of the last words. thundering applause greeted
him Comrade Tambitkar sang. and the huge multitude. transformed
into a militant mood. sang with him. rocking to the tunc

Comrade Joglckar once again presided at the mecting and gave
a stirning call to action. "We. the workers of Bombay. have proved
to-day that we shall never be found wanting in the struggle for
independence. English statesmen shall no more fix who is our
friend. ...This Hitler whom they called a friend yesterday is now
the worst criminal on carth...We have nothing to do with their
quarrcls. We stand for a free India and arc determined to achicve
our independence.”

Comrade Ranadive moved the main resolution of the day. In a
speech which went directly to the heart of the workers he explained
how the war had come about. who was involved in it and why Hc
said - "If Gandhiji stands pledged to non-violence. it is not
undcrstandablc why he wants India to support Britain which has
resorted to violence... We have had a peaceful exhibition of our
strength to-day. and we pledge that till the last worker is alive. we
shall fight for the causc so dear to the Indian .-ation." He gave the
history of workers' struggle in Bombay and India. and asked. "With
what face can imperialists and foreign capitalist ask us to-day to
help them ? Have they forgotten their own misdeeds ? And what
is the guarantee that the shootings on workers. the Jallian-wallas,
will not be repeated in the future 7 We are not likely to give milk
to the serpent who has bitten us before and whose teeth have not
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been drawn by us...If the Russian worker could cffect a revolution
during the last World War. thc Indian worker can also rise to the
same heights now."

He ended up amidst cheers when he declared - "They say the
war will last for three ycars. We have swom to-day to resist
imperialism and within the three years. we are surc of bringing it
down to dust."

The resolution was rcad out :—

“This meceting declares its solidarity with the international working
class and the peoples of the world. who are being dragged into the
most destructive war by the Imperialist Powers The meeting regards
the present war as a challenge to the mtcrnational solidarity of the
working-class, and dcclares that it 1s thc common task of the
workers and people of different countrics to defeat this impenalist
conspiracy against humanity. so that peace and goodwill is restored
among the nations of the world

"This mecting condemns the Nazi aggression agamnst Poland.
and expresses its deecp sympathy with the Polish pcople. who have
been the victims of barbarous atrocitics

"This meeting 1s further of opinion that the war between Nazi
Germany and British Imperialism 1s born out of Impenalist rivalry.
and that British Impenalism is ncither defending democracy nor the
Independence of nations.

"This meeting. therefore. is of opimon that loyalty to Indian
freedom demands resistance to war on the part of the Indian pcople.

"This meeting strongly protests against the attempts of the
Government to exploit Indian resources and man-power and impose
the war on India in spitc of India's declared opposition to it.

“This meeting strongly condemns the Vicercgal Ordinances which
virtually place the country under martial law regime and demands
their immediate repeal.

"This meeting is of opinion that the full resources of the country
should be utilised at this critical stage for forcing the pace of Indian
democracy This meeting, thercfore, requests the coming mecting
of the All-India Congress Committce to give a bold lead to the
country, by throwing overboard all compromise proposals and
starting a nation-wide war-resistance movement.

"This meeting pledges itself to war resistance and declares that
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any other path at this critical juncture would be a crime agamnst
Indian freedom and independence.”

(Comrade Bukhari in his simple and forceful Urdu. scconded the
resolution. He cxplained the task of the working class in the present
cpoch. dilated on the foreign policy of Soviet Russia, and appcaled
to the Congress to launch a country-wide struggle from which we
must cmerge victorious.

Comrade Parulckar was greeted by the workers as he advanced
to the microphone. He said : "To-day vour success has created a
stir in the Assemble Chambers. Prime Minister Kher acknowledged
to me that the strike has been a phenomenal success. I greet you
on vour strength and unity."

Comrade Indulal Yagnik, Jomnt Sccretary of the All-India Kisan
Sabha. then rose_ ~ive fraternal grectings on behalf of the ALLK.S
and the Forward Bloc

"l am returning from my tour of Gujcrat and | bring vou the
admiration and affection of the peasants. You know how to do
things in a big way. We. the poor peasants. live in small isolated
villages. but we too are copying vour example. We have also started
resistance agamnst war."

The resolution was adopted amidst loud slogans of "Down with
Impernialist War." "Long Live Indian Freedom.”

The mecting adopted a resolution supporting the demard of
workers for wage adjustment to prices.

The meeting is firmly of opinion that the nise in prices. pumitted
under Government authority. is extortionate and excessive. It has
entailed screve hardship on poor and middle sections of the
population.

"This mecting. thercforc. demands immediate legislation
guaranteeing increase in wages with the rise in prices. This meeting
further calls upon the workers of Bombay to organise a conference
to create sanctions behind the above demand.”

The mecting then adopted a resolution demanding from the
Congress Government a fair settlement to the Phoenix Mills Strike.
Comnirade Laljec Pendse explained in detail the need of building up
thc Girni Kamgar Union into a mass union and how a sound trade
union can b the basis of a sound political party. Comradc Tambitkar
madc an impassioned appeal for the redress of the gricvances of
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the Phoenix Mills workers. rctailed their misenies and showed how
firmly they had bornc the brunt of a long strike to save the Bombay
working class from retrenchment and uncmployment

The Marath: version of the International was cheered to an echo
and the meeting dispersed

We were all tured out after a strenuous day  But the Kranti office
carricd on discussions for another two hours evaluating the gains
measuring the next advance, wondering what the morrow would
bring us

NOTE :

The article  Nation s Vanguard in Action 100 00 to the
Fore (Vide page 101-113) also deals with 1 he Bomhay Strike
But the Former article published in  NATIONAI J RONI
of October 8 1939 covers some additional points than this
articles (published in THE LABOUR MONTHLY of Decemhcr
1939) So we are publishing both the articles (Item No 18 and
Item No 20)
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MANIFESTO OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA

In the midst of the darkening shadows of imperialists war. the
Congress is holding thc most momcntous session of its history. The
eyes of the people of India. of the wholc world are on Ramgarh.

The war has cntered into a critical phasc. Realising that its
cfforts have borne no fruits, realising that its chances of victory
are daily rcceding the mad dog of British Imperialism is planning
ncw crimes against humanity. It is striving to light conflagration
in every land. It <triving to create a world front for war against
the Soviet Union.

Why this hatred against the Soviet Union ?

The Empirc that holds onc fourth of humamty in bondage secs
in the Sovict Union of free peoples its most mortal encmy. It sces
in the Soviet Union thc mighty friend of thc Chinesc pcople and
of the whole colonial world. It sccs in the Soviet Union the onc
country that stood by Spain and Abyssinia., by Czechoslovakia and
Albania, to the bitter end. That is why 1t wants to destroy the Sovict
Union. It armed Hitler with that solc purpose But the Snvict-
German pact smashed its plans.

It created in Finland a basc for criminal war against the Sovict
Union. But the Sovict Union by its firm and timely action smashed
that plan too. thus inflicting on Britain the most severe defcats she
has ever suffcred in her history. Maddened by thesc defeats the
British rulers are hatching new conspiracies.

It is the rulers of Britain who are today the main aggressors.
the chief enemy of mankind. It is they who want to continue the
war at all costs. It is they who pour arms. men and moncy into
‘Finland while they did not lift a finger to save Poland because thes
had hopes that the Germans after conquering Poland would invade
Sovict Union. It is the British rulcrs who are determined to reject
cvery peace offer. It is they who are trying to scll the Chinese people
to the Japanesc fascists in order to creatc an effective anti-Soviet

Published in “THE COMMUN'ST” Vol-2 No 7. March, 1940
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front in the Far East. It is they who are conspiring with the
monarchists and junkers of Germany against the German revolution

It is they who want to replacc Hitler not by a pcople Republic but
by the Kaiser or a reactionary military dictatorship, thus putting
back the clock by twenty years. It is their ally Daladior who has
destroyced all democracy in France and flung tens of thousands of
Communists and anti-fascists in prison. What Tsarism was in the
19th century' the bulwark of world reaction. so is British impcrialism
to-day. They are fighting this war not for democracy but for
climinating Germany as an imperialist nval, for creating a world
front against the Soviet Union. Maddened by the set-backs they
have received, they are striving to break the stalemate provoking
neutrals. by dragging every nation into war, by setting the whole
world aflame. "After me the delugc" is their desperatc motto

Shall they succeed ? Shall they succeed in destroying that is
noble in human civilisation, in inflicting untold distress on humanity.
in drawing the world into blood bath ?

More than ever before, the answer rests with the Congress. with
every Congress man, with the Indian people, THE CONGRESS CAN
SMASH BRITAIN'S MONSTROUS CONSPIRACY AGAINST
HUMANITY For the decision that we take at Ramgarh we shall
have to answer before history, before humanity.

What is the reply of the Congress? What rcply must the Indian
people give? The Congress demanded clanfication of British war-
aims. Those aims have been clarified by every deed and every
words of the British Government

The Congress declared that Indian resources must not be used
for imperialist war. The British reply is seen in the new budget.
in the excess profits' Tax, in the incrcased Rallway farcs and
freights.

The Congress declared that Indian blood must not be shed for
Britain's war. Indian troops are being killed in France.

The Congress declared that it will not permit attack on thc
limited powers that the people won. The country groans under
Ordinance Regime.

In words. full of insolence, the British rulers have heaped
humiliation on the Congress evervtime they have spoken on the
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Congress demand. Less than a month ago the Viceroy had the
audacity to ask us to work thc Federal Scheme.

What is our reply ?

Six months have passed since the outbreak of war. Civil Liberties
are fast disappearing. The press has been gagged. The economic
burden grows heavier everyday crushing our people. Fire has been
concentratcd against workers and students because they have been
the first to act. Working class, kisan and student leaders are being
thrown in prison in every province. THE GOVERNMENT IS TRYING
TO CRUSH THE REVOLUTIONARY FORCES IN ISOLATION.

Yct the national lcadership refuses to move. They dream
of "honourable settlement" with the enemy. They pin their faith
in negotiations. They seem to hug the hope that when the war
enters into a serious phase, the British Government will be
prepared to make more concessions for securing Congress co-
operation.

Stagnation is spreading demoralisation in Congress ranks. Internal
conflicts are becoming sharper. Communialist reactionaries are
gathering strength in every part of the country. These are the
disastrous results of the policy of "wait and see." The national
movement is going to pieces. The leadership sees all this. It acts
not against imperialism but against the Congress itself, against the
forces of struggle, against those who demand action. By its disruptive
attacks against the Bengal Congress, it throws one whole province
out of the organised national movement. By all thesc measure it
strives to reduce the Congress into a docile instrument of compromise.
As a reaction to this the disruptive slogan of two Congresses rears
its ugly head. Opportunists and carecrists are utilising this discontent
of the rank and file for their aggrandisement for disrupting the
Congress, for factional fight against the present leadership. While
claiming to be radicals they enter into alliance with communalists.
with anti-Congress reactionaries, thus spceading further
demoralisation.

THUS, IN THE MIDST OF A WORLD HISTORIC CONFLICT, AT A
PERIOD WHEN WE STAND ON THE VERY THRESHOLD OF FREEDOAM,
WHEN WE CAN SMASH THE CHAINS OF SLAVERY AND PLAY A GLORIOUS
ROLE IN BUILDING THE NEW WORLD ORDER. THE GREAT
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ORGANIZATION WHICH THE PEOPLE HAVE BUILT BY DECADES OF
SACRIFICE STANDS IN DANGER OF UTTER COLLAPSE

Is there any rcason for this inaction”? NEVER WAS TIE BRITISH
FMPIRE IN SUCII A CRISIS AS IT IS TO-DAY. All the bluffs and
blusterings of the British rulers cannot conccal their panic British
ships are being sunk every day. Despite the vaunted blockade
Germany is more powerful today than she was at the outbreak of
war. Without spreading the war, without winning new allics, Britain
cannot hope to win. The gangster tactics which she has now
adopted shows the utter desperation of her rulers.

While such is the situation. whilc faced with her imperialist rival
on the one hand and frustrated by the moves of the Sovict Union
on the other. Britain is in a desperate position. Our national-leaders
arc thinking in terms of "honourable settlement *

Can there be any honourable scttlement short of the demand put
fornard by the Congress. .the demand for constituent Asscmbly
and Complcte Independence ? No. Never

Will imperialism grant these demands. Can the Constituent
Asscmbly be anyvthing but a glorificd edition of the Round Tablc
Conference as long as imperialism holds away” Will imperialism
surrender world domination to maintain which it unlcashed the
war ? No Never SETTLEMENT WITH THE BRITISHT GOVERNMIEN'T
WILL [ EAD NOT TO SIVARL] BUT TO AMOCKERY OF SHARAS

What is the maximum we will get by scttlement ? Assurance
of Dominion Status and some sort of Responsibility at the centre
The British army of occupation would remain The Civil service
would remain. The imperialist police would remain. The social
structurc would remain intact. Landlords, Moncy-lenders. princes
would continuc to suck the life-blood of the people. The strangle-
hold of British capital would continuc. Workers would contiguc to
live on starvation wages.

Such would be "Swaraj" that thc Congress would get by
negotiations, by the policy of wait and sce. A leadership that
expects more shows utter ignorance and bankruptey or deliberately
deceives the people.

Is that the Swaraj for which Cengressmen have lived and died
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Is that the vision which has inspircd them to face lathis. prison and
bullets?

WHON WOULD SUCH "SHARAI" BENEFIT? WHO WOULD WANT THE
CONGRESS TO FOLIOW TUHIS POLICY 7 THE INDUSTRLUISTS WHO
IANT T REAP WAR PROFTIS THE BIG MERCHANTS AND THE \ILL
OWNERS NOT 1HE WORKERS, NOT THE PEASANTS, NOT THE PEOPLEF
O INDIA

Yet the Congress Icadership that claims to represent the nation
follows this policy. a policy that scrves the interest not of the nation
but of a handful of c¢xploiters.

What do the people demand ? What would correspond to their
needs”?

| DFMOCRATIC REPUBLIC BTTH .1 PEOPLES AR\ Y

CANCELLATION OF ALL DERTS.

ABOLITION O LANDLORDISM

EIGHT HOUR DAY AND GUARINTEED MINIMUM WAGE

These demands. which are the demands of the people cannot
be satisfied within the framework of imperialism. by ncgotiations
with the British Government.

THEREFORE TITAT FRANE WORK HAS 1O BESMNMASHEL THE BRIT(“H
GOVERNMENT HAS [0 BE OVERTHROIFN AND ON ITS RUINS MUST BE
RAISED THE EDIHICE OF JHE DEXIOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE INDLIN
PEOPLE FOR SUCH .t STRUGGLE THE CONGRESS H.1S TO PREPARE.

The people are ready  On the Independence day 30.000 workers
of Cawnporc went on strike. Mills in Bombay closed down. Lacs
of Kisans rallicd to celebrate the day. tens of thousands of students
in cvery part of the country came out on the streets. Down with
war. down with imperialism and down with compromise. these
slogans rent the air. That day revealed the depth of popular feeling.
the eagemess of thc people for struggle. THAT DAY SHOWED THE
NE." WEAPONS THAT THE MASSES HAVE FORGED, THE WEAPONS OF
ALASS STRIKIE BY WORKERS AND STUDENTS, THE WEAPON OF MASS
ACTION BY THE PEASANTS, TH” WEAPONS WITH WHICH INMPERIALISM
MUST BE FOUGHT TO-DAY.
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The nation is ready. The nation will fight for freedom with the
weapon of mass actions. Such was the meaning of 26th January.

This is our final battlc. WHAT THE NATION DEMANDS IS THE
IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL LAUNCHING OF MASS CIVIL
DISOBEDIENCE BACKED BY NATION-WIDE STRIKES AND NO TAX AND
NO-RENT CAMPAIGNS. NOT A RESTRICTED LIMITED SATYAGRAHA
STRUGGLE AS INDICATED BY GANDHIJI IN HIS STATEMENTS, a struggle
which selected bands of Satyagrahis fight, while, masses play the
role of on-lookers. Such struggle can only end in defeat or
compromise. The entire fighting resources of the country, of our
nation, of every class will have to be hurled against the enemy in
this final battle. The most powerful weapons forged by the masses
in their numerous battles will have to be used. Workers to go on
general strike. Peasants to withhold rents and taxes. Students and
citizens to denounce imperialist terror by hartals, strikes and mass
demonstrations. Peoples to refuse to pay a pie to the Gdvernment.
Mass Volunteer Corps of the Congress to defend the people against
imperialist terror. Army to revolt against the British rulers. Such
must be the weapons of to-day.

Such struggle alone. will lead to freedom.

THE WORKING CLASS IS ON THE MOVE. On 2nd October 90,000
workers of Bombay struck against the war. Gigantic strikes on a
scale, the like of which India has never seen are maturing in cvery
Industrial centre. These struggles will draw lacs in active conflict
with the Government. Against the terroristic regime of Hug, the
heroic students and Congressmen of Bengal have begun the fight.
In defiance of bans they are coming out holding demonstrations.

FIRE IS SMOULDERING IN THE STATES AGAIN. The heroic
struggle of the Mysore people has failed. But despite the aryest of
over 3000, the peaple are not down-hearted. The celebration of
Independence Day in the States, the strike struggles that are breaking
out in Gwalior and other States. All these indicate that a new wave
of States Peoples movement is about to rise, a wave far more
powerful than the last one.

THE ARMY IS SEETHING WITH DISCONTENT. Within a month of
the war 35 soldiers and 3 Indizn officers deserted from the Sikh
Infantry Regiment at Jhansi. 500 soldiers with their guns deserted
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from different regiments in thc Punjab and took shelter in the
jungles. If a nation-wide movement is launched such incidents will
multiply. Soldicrs will desert not to take shelter n jungles but to
join the ranks of the people. The Government will find it increasingly
difficult to use the Army against the peoplec. The soldiers will begin
to turn their guns against the British rulers.

What more do we need ? The Congress today is in a position
t0 UNITE ALI. THESE ACTIONS AND ON THEIR BASIS DEVELOP A
\IOVEMENT OF [RRESISTIBLE STRENGTH, A MOVEMENT WHOSE
SMASHING IMPACT WILL SHATTER THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

Shall the Congress dare and act?

Ramgarh has to give the reply on that reply shall depend the
fate of the Congress, of India, of humanity.

RAMGARH MUST DEMAND THAT ALL NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT, NEGOTIATIONS THAT ONLY HUMILIATE THE
NATIONS, MUST STOP RAMGARH MUST DECLARE THAT BY RAISING A
MASS VOLUNTEER CORPS. BY LAUNCHING STRUGGLE AGAINST
IMPERIALIST TERROR, BY ACTIVELY SUPPORTING EVERY ACTION OF
THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE WAR, BY
FORGING THE WEAPON OF MASS STRIKE, MASS NO-RENT, MASS ACTION
OF EVERY TYPE, THE CONGRESS SHALL PREPARE FOR THE rINAL
BATTLE. This and not the fulfilment of the constructive programme,
will be real preparation for battle, battle for smashing Briuish rule,
for convening the Constituent Assembly. for raising on the ruins
of the Empire the edifice of the Peoples” Democralic Republic.

History has placed before the Congress the task of freeing the
people of India bondage. History has placed before the Congress
the task of freeing the world from strangle-hold of the monster of
* British imperialism. History has created for the rest an opportunity
that comes once in centuries.

If the Congress seizes the opportunity, if it fulfills its tasks, if
1 launches mass struggle against British rule, it will aid the world
forces of revolution, It will aid the British people in their fight
against Chamberlain. It will aid the Chinese people, whom
Chamberlain is trying to sell to Japan. It will aid the peoples of
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France and Germany who arc fighting against their imperialist
rulers. 1T WILL LIGHT REVOLUTIONARY CONFLAGRATION IN EVERY
COUNTRY HELD IN BONDAGE, TERMINATE THE W.AR AND THUS SAVE
SANITY FROXN DESTRUCTION.

This is what the world expects of us. This is what history
demands of us.

INDILt HELD IN BONDAGE BY BRITAIN, INDIA REVILED
AND RIDICULED BY BRITISHERS SHALL COME FORWARD A4S
THE SAVIOUR OF HUMANITY, AS THE HARBINGER OF A NEW ERA, THE
CREATORS OF .1 NEW WORLD ORDER.

And the Congress. the great and glorious organisation of our

pcople. shall lead India to this path.
THIS AMUST BE RAMGARH'S VERDICT
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WE WARN
Poona Session of A.1.C.C

We Warn

At this scssion on thec A 1.C.C. which has been convened at one
of thc most critical moments in our history. we Communists decm
it our duty to speak without the shghtest hesitation or equivc cation
and statc plainly what we think of the policy that 1s being pursued
by the Working ¢ ommittee

When are we meeting and what for ?

The British Empirc is tottering  Are we meeting to dcliver it the
decisive blow and win frecdom ? No.

3.000 Congressman arc in prison or intcrmment. News of fresh
arrcsts pour in every way The Press has been gagged Terror
stalks the land. 20 crores of rupees of new war-burdens have been
imposcd. Indian soldicrs have been killed in France in Britain's war
Pcrhaps more arc being killed in Africa. Are we meeting to give
our answer to thcse outrages ? No.

30.000 Congressmen enrolled themsclves as Satvagrahis because
of the solemn assuranccs given at Ramgarh Are we meeting to give
them the marching order ? No.

What then are we meeting here for ?

We have been called together just to make a fresh offur to
the British Government and then again wait for its reply. We
have been called to endorsc the new policy of the Working
Committee, the policy cmbodied in the resolution adopted by it on
July 8th.

The offer that has been made on behalf of the Congress to the
British Government is therc in that rcsolution. The British

Statement of The Communist Members of the A.IC.C
Published by the Central Comntittee of the
Communist Party of India i March 1940
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Government must make a declaration acknowledging the freedom
of India. It must also agree to form a provisional government at
the Centre commanding the confidence of the clected members of
the Legislature. If that is done, the Congress will return to officc
in provinces, participate in the new Central Government and "throw
its full weight in the organisation of the defence of the country".
This, the Congress President himself has made clear, means that
the Congress will co-operate with the British Government in its war
efforts. .

Whether or not the British Government will fulfil these conditions
is not the issue before the A.LLC.C. What the AL.C.C. has to
consider is whether the offer itself is in conformity with the ideal,
goal and declared programme of the Congress.

We say it is not. We say that if thc A.L.C.C. scts its seal of
approval on this policy, it will be guilty of the most heinous crime
against the national movement. It will be guilty of national betrayal.
We say this not because we love to indulge in strong words or want
to insult the Working Committee leaders but because we_claim to
realisc what this policy means and where it will lead to. This is
not the time for platitudes, euphemisms and equivocations. The
situation is ‘too serious. The fate of the Congress is at stake. The
truth must be told, the plain truth, the harsh truth.

This resolution repudiates the goal of independence and the
slogan of constituent assembly. It repudiates the policy of opposition
to imperialist war and substitutes for it the policy of support to
the war. It repudiates the anti-imperialist struggle itself It
repudiates everything that the congress has stood for during the
last 20 years.

If carried out, the policy it embodies will destroy the achic-
vements of twenty year of struggle. It will destroy the Congress
itself. '

This is no phantasy. We are not conjuring up a spectre to
frighten Congressmen. It is the stark reality, the true meaning of
this resolution.

What price must we pay ?
Whether in the provinces or at the Centre, Ministries to-day will
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not have even that power which they had in the past. They would
be, first and foremost, Ministrics. for the prosecution of war.
Ministries for thc maintenance of Law and Order. With loyalists
and communalist reactionaries, Congressmecn will have to join hand
to carry out these measures.

They will not have the power to repcal the Defence of India Act
which has already claimed 3,000 Congressmen as victims but will
have, on the contrary, to opcratc that Act ruthlessly and rigidly.
They will have to ban meetings and demonstrations against the war
and suppress the anti-war movement. They will have to throw
Congressmen in jail for daring to oppose war measures. They will
have to act as ‘recruiting agents of Impcrialism and enrol Indians
for being butchered in Britain's war. They will have to enrol Indians
in order to shoot Indians in defence of Britain's imperial interests
here. They will have to impose fresh burdens on the people and
bleed them for keeping Britain's war machine going. And when
unable to bear that burden and becausc of the effects of the agrarian
cnsis that is deepening every day, the Kisan nses in revolt, they
will have to drown that revolt in blood. They will have to bolster
up British prestige which has suffered death blow in this war and
create confidence in the stability of the British Government. They
will have to strengthen the Army and thus forge weapons that will
be used to crush our national movement itself. They will kave to
forge the chains of national slavery.

All these things they must do or they will not remain in office
cven for a day, for that is what "defence of India" means. Therefore,
we call it the policy of national betrayal.

Assurances may be given to us that these things will not be done
but we say without any hesitation that we can have no faith in such
assurances. Every policy has its-implications and no matter how
well-meaning our leaders are, they cannot escape the implications
of the policy that they are pursuing. That . licy itself will dnve
them to take these measures.

This policy, if carried out, will mean the alliance of Congress
with counter-revolution. It will mean destruction of the unity of the
people that has been forged by twenty years of struggle, the unity
cemented by the blood of our martyrs. It will mean the death of

the Congress.
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And for what?

For what is the Congress being asked to pay this frightful
pricc ? For an assurancc—a dcclaration — by the British
Government ?

Even if the British Government were to make that declaration
and "acknowledge” the freedom of India. what is that declaration
worth ? Will [ndia be permitted to ASSERT her freedom by declaring
that she has nothing to do with this predatory war ? No

The dictatorial powers of the Viceroy and thc Governors would
remain, the British Army of Occupation would remain. the Civil
Service and the police would remain. the princes and landlords who
form the pillars of Imperialism would remain. To imagine that the
British Government would make-whether now or in future —any
concession that would cnable the Congress to destroy these props
and pillars of British rule. is to indulge in day-drcams. We may
have a Congressman as Defence Minister but does that mean that
the British-Indian Army will ceasc to be a weapon to hold us down
in bondage and become an army of National Defence 7, During
years of Provincial Autonomy. Congress Ministers had far greater
control over the policc department than what any Defence Mimister
to-day can have over thc Amrmy. Did that mean any change n the
CHARACTER of the Indian Police Forcc ? It did not and it could
not. Created by the British Government. officcred by British and
pro-British persons. completely frec from any real control by popular
Ministrics, the Amy. the Policc and the Services would remain
what they arc to-day—instruments of imperniahst rule and /715 7V
THEM AND NOT IN THE LEGISLATURES that rcal power rests. Only
their dissolution and disbursement and the crcation of a Peoplc's
Militia would mean real freedom Only such frecdom would epable
the Congress to destroy the power and position of princes. landlords
and other rcactionary vested interests and lay the foundation of a
new social order based on democracy and well being of the people
That is the kind of freedom that the masses want. Everything clsc
is a mockery, that may bring a few crumbs to the big industrialists
and businessmen but would bring no relicf to the people.

If that is the freedom that were visualised bv our leaders. if
that is thc freedom that thcy had demandcd, they would not
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have waited for British Government's reply. for they know full well
that such frecedom can never be conceded The very fact. despate
the rebutfs that the Bnitish Government has given. a FRESH OFHE R
has bcen made. the very fact that they arc WAITING
for the reply. shows that their demand falls far short of freedom
[HEY HAVL DLMANDFD AN ASSURANCI AND RLSPONSIBLL
CENTRL  They have demanded mess of pottage and in return for
that. arc rcady to support the war How could things come to
this tragic pass ” How could such a shamcless policy be
pursucd with impumty and be sought to be imposed on the entire
Congress ?

It did not happen moneday  7hs policy 1s the logical culmination
of the policy of constitutionalism and compromise which has
abways been tnere und which entrenched itselt firmly 1 the period
of ministries

Rajaj 1s the framer of this 1csolution. but no member of the
Working Comnuttee. no leader of the Congress who had a hand
in shaping the policy of the last three years. either Gandhi nor
Nchiu. can cscape responsibility for what has happencd to-day. for
a shame and disgrace that in a scssion of the All-India Congress
Comnuttec one has to argue agawst the line of alliance of the
Congress with 1cactionan leaders of the Mushm League, Hindu
Mahasabha and confirmed toadies for the prosecution of impeitalist
war

Hopes and Fears

There never was any ambiguity about the policy that the Congress
MUST pursuc m an Impenahst War That policy. laid down at
Hanpura and raiterated at every Congress Session. was clear and
uncquwocal INNDLLNTLL BF NO PARIY 10 INMPERIALIST WAR AND
IWILL NOT PERN T THTERANLANPOR ERAND RESOURCES 70 BE EAPLOITED
IN LHF INITFRESTS OF BRIHSH INMPERLALISN 1~ "HE MIENT OF AN
LHTENIPT BEING \LIDE 10 INVOIVE INDLL IN W.IR 1HIS WL BE
RESISIED

What happened to that declaration when the war broke out ?

Standing here at the Session of the A LC C. as we put this
question. our nund goes back to thosc days when the news of the
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outbreak of war arrived. What wave of enthusiasm swept over the
country. What trcmendous urge for action animated masscs of
Congressmen'. What hopes werc kindled in cvery breast ! Mass
meetings against the war in every part of the country, mass
demonstrations in cvery city, millions ready to respond to the call
of the Congress and strike for frecedom! Faith in the leaders,
Congressmen had, confidence in victory they had, do or die spirit
they had. When we remember all that and contrast the situation
that existed then with the situation as it exists to-day, when we
contrast the spirit, the enthusiasm and the confidence of those days
with the panic, lifelessness and demoralisation of to-day, then only
we realise the difference between what could have been done had
what was done, then only we rcalise the full extent of the crime
that was committed against the nation.

Even when on his way to Simla at the call of the Viceroy.
Gandhij was getting into the train at Delhi, crowds grected him with
the slogan : ‘““We do not want any understanding.’’ (See Harijan.
Sept., 9th)

If. therefore, thec Working Committcc were to be guided by
the resolutions of the congress and by the voice of the People, its
line was clear — UNCONDITIONAL OPPOSITION TO THE WAR,
IMMEDIATE LAUNCHING OF NATIONAL STRUGGLE.

That did not happen. All that was done was to issue a long-
winded statement full of vague phrases and sickening platitudes
about the coming "new order". The British Government was asked
to declare its war aims as though the whole world did not know
what those aims were "IF THE WAR IS TO DEFEND THE STATUS QUO,
IMPERIALIST POSSESSIONS AND COLONIES AND VESTED INTERESTS,
THEN INDIA CAN HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH IT" What steps the
Congress would take were made conditional upon declarations of
the British Government. The door was kept open for bargaining,
for compromise. And in order to exert pressure on the Govérnment
and to satisfy Congressmen, the declaration was made that "decision
cannot long be delayed.”

Thus, within two weeks of the outbreak of the War, the
Haripura policy of UNCONDITIONAL OPPOSITION to War
had been repudiated and the new policy of CONDITIONAL
CO-OPERATION had been adopted. What was the basis of
the new policy ? ILLUSION ANL FEAR. Illusion that faced with
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war difficulties, thc British Government would make major
concessions. Fear that a mass movement launched in the period of
war, in the period of growing mass distress and increasingly explosive
situation, would break all restrictions and develop into revolutionary
movement.

We make these statements with full consciousness of our
responsibilities as A.1.C.C. members. We do not at all subscribe
to the view that the stalemate which has worked havoc and reduced
the Congress to its present plight was just an accident, just an
indication that our leaders were waiting for a better time to strike
or that thcy had no policy. We have stated and we repeat, that hope
and fear—hope of concession and fcar of revolution—lifc at the
root on the policy *hat they have pursued even since the outbreak
of War. Scores of statements and articles could be quoted to prove
this but only one will sufficc. When the Viceroy made his now-
famous speech at the Orient Club which "India's goal was defined
to be Dominion Status. Gandhiji greeted that pro.ouncement and
declared that he saw in it "GERMS OF A SETTLEMENT HONOURABLE
TOBOTII NATIONS" (Harijan. Jan 20, '40). In the course of the same
statement. he said : “IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED TO ME BY A
CONGRESSMAN WIELDING GREAT INFLUENCE THAT AS SOON iS I
DECLARE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, I WOULD FIND STAGGERING RESPOMNE
THIS TIME. THE WHOLE LABOUR WORID AND THE KISANS IN MANY
PARTS WILL, HE ASSURES ME, DECLARE A SIMULTANEOUS STKIKE. 1
TOLD HIM THAT IF THAT HHPPENED., I SHOULD BE MOST EMBARRASSED
AND ALL MY PLANS WOULD BE UPSET."

Here is thc most tragic spectacle — the supreme leader of the
Congress waiting for crumb from imperialism, secking in every
gesture of the Government the "germs of honourable settlement”,
afraid not that masses will not respond but that there will be
"staggering response” and his "plans would be upset". Since, due
to imperialist intransigeance the "germs of honourable settlement’”
could not be found and since, due to fear that there would be
"staggering response”, struggle could not be launched. stalematc
was the only policy that could be pursued. That became the “‘new
technique" of compromise.
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Assurances Broken

‘*Decision cannot long be delayed” was the assurance given in
September 1939. and vet nothing was done till Ramgarh. i.e.. for
full six months. Mass opposition to the War rose higher and higher.
90,000 workers of Bombay went on onc-day strike to record protest
against thc War. Mass mcetings and demonstrations against the
War. against the ordinance. against repressive measures were held
throughout the country. The Independence Day 1940 witnessed
scencs the hike of which had not been scen since the Civil Disobedience
days. Despitc the bans issued by Gandhiji and the Congress President.
mass strikes became the chief feature of the day. mass strikes
of workers, mass strikes of students. gigantic pcasant demonstrations
in rural areas. T BECAME A DAY OF NATIONAL OPPOSITION TO
TIHE WAR.

Simultancously dcveloped actions against the effects of the war.,
against cconomic distress and suppression of civil libertics. The
great war allowance strike of the Bombay workers. the gigantic
student strikes in Calcutta against thc Ordinance regime. the rising
strikcs wave in Behar—all these indicated the depth of the crisis
and the growing militancy of the people.

Restlcssness grew in Congress ranks. Why this stalemate?—
Was the question they raised everywhere. They demanded struggle.
they demanded action. Unlikc the Congress. the Government was
not sitting quict. It was striking hard against the workers, pecasants
and students movements Militant Congressmen. Communists and
Socialists werc being thrown in jail by hundreds.

In this background Ramgarh met. "Decision cannot long be
dclayed"—-this assurance should no longer satisfy Congressmen.
Hence a resolution was placed before the session which definitely
described the war as an imperialist war. stated that “the exploitation
of Indian resources in this war is an Affront to them whicl no self-
respecting and freedom-loving nation can tolerate” and finally
declared that the withdrawal of Ministrics was a "preliminary step”
which would ‘‘naturally be followed by civil disobedicnce.™

Masscs of Congressmen and Congress Socialists hailed it as a
resolution of struggle. We had no such illusions. We saw the real
mecaning of thc resolution ard its real purpose—threat to the
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Government and assurance to Congressmen We realised that
stalemate would be continued. Therefore. we voted against the
resolution. and appcaled to all dclcgates to do likewise Our
spokesmen cxposed the real nature of the resolution and wamed
Congressmen against the deception that was being practised on
them.

But the overwhelming majority of delegates thought otherwise
When Cvil Disobedience was declared to he the NEXT STEP they
believed that it was IMMINENT As regards our warmng that the
leaders were not even drcaming of MASS civil Ihsobedience, that
warning fell on deaf ears because Rajendra Babu who moved the
resolution and Pandit Jawaharlal who supported 1t, hoth gave the
assurance that it would be SIRUGGHE OV 1 1SS SCALE" and
would "SURPASS ALI #1ST MOVEMENTS IV RESPEC T QF ITS EXIENT
IND ALIGNITUDE 7 These were their very words

If any doubts remained after that. these were dispelled by
the words of Gandhiji himself. who according to thc report of
his specch that appearcd in thc Harijan of March 30th. said -

“ONE OF THE ANMENDMEN1S W.AS 10 THE FFFECT 1117 1HE WORD
AASS' BE INSERTED BEFORE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WELL, IF IT IS NOT
ALASS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, IS [T 70O BE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE BY A
HANDFUL? IN THAT CASE, I SHOULD NOI HATE (OME 70 YOU

Yet. within less than two weeks after Ramgarh. appcared
the well-known article of Gandhuyt . "Every Congress Committee
a Satyagrah Committee” i which hc made 1t clear that
Cuvil Disobedience. "IF IT MUST COME" would be Civil Disobedience
not by masscs but by registered Satvagrahis There must be no
strugglcs in States, no strikes, not cven mass defiance of Government
orders. "I SHALL BE ABLE TO FIGITT WITH { 1'’ER} SMALL .IRMY OF
HONEST SATYAGRAHIS" was the declaration made by the "General”
who thirteen days ago had told the Congres. lelegates . "IS I
TO BE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE BY .1 ILANDFUL IN THAT CASE, [ SHOULD
NOT HAVE COME TO YOU * And the irony is that these two statements
appear in the same issue of the Harijan, the Issuc of 30th March.

It was not a plan of struggle. It was. at best, a plan for bringing
pressure on the Government It was a plan to secure "honourable

Vol-iv 10



146 O Documents of The Communist Movement In Indha

settlement” and avert "red ruin". It was a plan which if carned out.
would mean a "struggle" of the most restricted kind, a sham struggle
that could only lead to compromise or surrender

This was made still more clcar by Gandhiji in his statement of
27th April : SO FAR AS I CAN SEE AT PRESENT, MASS CIVIL
DISOBEDIENCE IS MOST UNLIKELY THE CHOICE LIES BETEEN
INDIVIDUAL CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE ON A VERY LARGE SCALE, V'ERY
RESTRICTED Ok CONFINED ONLY TO ME "

Can anyone accuse us of discourtesy. if we say that a
most shameful deception was practiscd on Congressmen at
Ramgarh? Can anyone accuse us of being impolite if we say that
the whole thing was a gigantic hoax the like of which the world
has never seen before ?

A Shameful Spectacle

But even worse was to come and that came when the storm burst
on the Western Front and the British ruler who brag so much about
their prowess and who are brave only when they have to shoot
unarmed Indians, ran like rabbits to save their lives Throwing
overboard every resolution of the Congress. forgettimg that the
Congress had always placed Nazism and impcnalism n the same
category, Rajendra Babu hastened to declarc that Britain was better
than Hitler and he wished for Bntish victory in the war These
followed the sickening spcctacle of Satyamurthi praying for the
success of the British: Rajaji. Mrs Naidu. Mr Asaf Ali and a host
of others urging Britain “"in her own intercsts”” and n order to
ensure her own victory" to do “‘justicc™” to India The words of
the Congress president at Ramgarh : "We do not want to scc British
Imperialism tnnumphant” were forgotten Statements were issued
and speeches were made, editonals were written in lcading Congress
papers hike National Herald and Bombay Chronicle and others.
that scemed to come from lackeys of British imperialism and
that made every honest Congressman burn with shathe and
indignation.

Time and again in the past. when we Communists and lcft
Congressmen raised our voicc against the policy of compromisc.
we were threatened with disciplinary action but where these leaders
were trampling underfoot every Congress resolution and bringing
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shame and disgrace upon the nation, the Working Committec took
no notice. Gandhiji issucd a ban against Anti-Repression Day
which was to be organised by Kerala Congressmen on 26th May
but he said not a word against Satyamurthi who on the same day
prayed for the success of Britain

While this miserable drama was being played. while Congress
lcaders were vying with confirmed toadies in wishing success to
"British democracy”, Nehru's voice was heard : No struggle now.
IT IS NOT THE WAY OF SATYAGRAHIS TO) STRIKE WHEN THE ENEMY
IS IN PERIL. (16th May). And Gandhiji closcd the whole chapter
by saying : "WE MUST WAIT TILL THE HEAT OF BATTLE IN THE HE.IRT
OF ALLIED COUNTRIES SUBSIDES " (15t June) 30.000 Congre ssmen
who on the basis of the solemn assurances given at Ramgarh had
enrolled themsehes as Saryagrahis were asked to abandon all
thoughts of struggle.

Playing with nation's fate

In this way thc Congress policy of resistancc to war was
sabotaged. in this way solcmn assurances were bioken, in this way
demoralisation was sown in Congress ranks and the great ardour,
enthusiasm and do-or-die spirit that prevailed n the early days of
the war were slowly killed. With the destiny of a great nation, with
the honour of a great organisation. they playcd the sordid same
of bargain and compronuse. Instcad of steeling thc heart ot the
people for the final and decisive battle, instead of creating in
Congressmen spirt and confidence, they spread demorausation
and despair. "You are not rcady, you are not sufficiently non-
violent, you must not embarrass Britain."—Such mcssages were
broadcast by Gandhiji weak after weck. Even a nation of heroes
would have been reduced to being demoralised creaturcs after one
year of such broken promiscs. such equivocations and lics. such
**messages’ .

Did the developments in the war situation justify thc abandonment
of strugglc? British had suffcred defeat after defeat but that had
only exposed the rottenness. cowardice and treachery of the British
ru'ers, treachery to their Allies. treachery to their own people. "If
the war is to defend thc status quo, imperialist possessions and
colonies...." This ran thc Working Committce's statement of
September '39, the statcment drafted by Pandit Nchru. Can Pt
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Nehru deny that even to-day the war in bemng waged by Britain
to defcnd the status quo, mmpenalist possessions and colomes?"
And to what length they have gone? Tymg Egypt to their war-
chariot and exposing the Egyptian people to the horrors of invasion
and bombing raids. betraying the heroic people of China in order
to save their own possessions from Japan's attack—such are the
acts 1n the carrying out of which Britain must not be "¢cmbairassed”
by "true Satyagraluis" That was the verdict of Gandhiy, that was
the verdict of Nehru

No This moral mask. this mask of non-violence cannot conceal
the real truth. the sordid truth that the developments in the
war situation once agam kindled thc hopc that NOW Bntam
would make concessions and no struggle of any sort would be
needed

Gandhijt and perhaps Nehru too. would have liked to stop hete
Conscious of the diastrous implications of total surrender and going
back to Ministries. implications which Gandhiy himself has pointed
out (Harijan. July 6). they would have preferred the stalemate to
continuc but that could no longer be done The policy of stalemate
had its own logic and that logic was working itsclf vut The
floodgatc of opportumism had been opened wide If stalemate wan
not broken by struggle, 1t would break the other way - by surrender
If the Goyernment refuscs to cimb down. THE CONGRESS must
chmb down The extreme nght-wingers led by Rajaj got grip over
thc working Commuttee and their line became THE line

Gandhip may dishke the length to which things have gonc,
others may moan but can they deny that it 1s they who. by their
whole policy. have brought things to this pass” They cannot do that
and thercfore, they cannot put up any resistance to Rajaj's hne
That line 1s a logical continuation of theirr own line

The Defence lie

In this way through bluoffs and assurances, through li¢s and
equivocations. through broken promiscs, the ground was prepared
for the final betrayal, for compromise with Impenialism Dreanung
in terms of "honourable settlement”. fondly hoping with each British
defeat that NOW concessions would be made. fecaring "staggering
response” and "red ruin" if struggle 1s launched, they gave up one
stand aftcr another, moved farther away from the declared Congress
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policy and sank decper and deeper into the stinking mire of
opportunism

Yet, the RAPIDITY with which the "about-tum" during the last
two months was made. may appear to many to be inexplicable.
From neutrality to co-operation. from talks of struggle to "National
Government"—how could this happen?

THIS WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE MOST ATROCIOUS LIE
EVER TOLD - THE DEFENCE LIE!

Congress Ministrics will "orgamse defence”, we are told. Defence
OF WHAT and AGAINST WHOM * It can be nothing, as we have
already shown, cxcept defence of Indian slavery against action by
the Indian people, defence of British imperialist rule. No matter
what our leadirs say and want. this is ALL they CAN defend to-
day

Yet. defence of India. the slogan of British Imperialism. became
the slogan of every leader from Rajaji to Subhas Bose. disgusting
statements were 1ssued that we are hke “*domestic pets’” left in
thc jungle. panic was created that India would fall helpless
victim to forcign nvasion and that there were dangers of "intcrnal
disorder". cvery impeniahst lic was repeated and by responsible
Congress lcaders and thus the slogans of natinnal struggle and
Constituent Assembly were replaced by the slogans of ““Nauonal
Defence’” and ‘“National Government . In order to do that and thus
create the basis of compromise. they threw away the mask of non-
violence.

We Communists do not believe in the creed of non-violence. We
declare boldly and proudly that we consider it to be the sacred right
of a nation to resort to arms in order to win freedom and in order
to defend frecdom. If the Working Committee leaders had the
courage to make the revolutionary declaration that they consider
the ideology and creed of non-violence to be an ubstacle in the path
of development of national struggle, we would have acclaimed that
declaration. But when they express readiness to resort to arms in
order to "defend India" as it 1s to-day, i.e. to defend BRITISH RULE
ININDIA, and in order to "maintain order", i.e. IMPERIALIST ORDER
and at the same time denounce mass actions on the plea of non-
violence, we have no hesitation in saying that non-violence with
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them is only a mask. a cloak to conceal cowardicc and inaction
and fear of mass struggle.

Non-violence was a handy weapon to restrict and restrain struggle.
to sabotage mass action, to apply the new technique of restric-
ted Satyagraha. Now that weapon is inconvenient and hence
is given up in "the sphere of cxternal aggression and internal
disorder."

Nehru's Dream

We know full wcll what hopes arc driving many of them towards
compromise. They believe that Britain is going to losc the war and
if Congress Ministries are in office then, thcy would be able to "take
over" power. No illusion could be more dangerous. The Viccroy
and Governors would remain. the Army and Police would remain.
the Princes and landlords on whom Impcrialism relics for support
would remain. If defeated in this war. Britain will have to renounce
her hegemony over Europc and parts of her colonial empire and
that loss she will strive to make up by tightening her grip over India.
by exploiting India all the more. And if by any chance Rritain wins.
then too the colossal expenditure that the war would involve, she
will strive to make up by blceding India whate.

Too dften one hears Pandit Nehru speaking about the “*fading
away "~ of Empires, of the "inevitability” of the coming "new order".
Empires never FADE AWAY, they have to be SMASHED by the
action of the people themselves, and the "new order” that will come
to India after the war may be — or rather WILL BE if stalemate
is continued or surrender 1s made — "new order” of a type very
different from what Nehru is dreaming. It will be the "new order"
of naked terrorist dictatorship. The chains of slavery never fall off.
They have to be broken and slaves who do not seize the opportunity
to break them and dream of "new ordcr" remain slaves apd desirc
to remain slaves. ’

When did we stand a year ago and where have we come to-day?
The Congress inspired fear in the British Government, it inspired
respect in the masses. To-day the British Government treats the
Congress with contempt and does not even reply to its piteous
appeals for co-operation. To-day Congress prestige and Congress
influence have sunk lower than at any time in the last twenty years.
Is there any wonder? An organisation that fails to take definite stand
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on the most momentous event of the era — the Imperialist War
— even after full eleven months. an organisation that utters threats
and gives assurances and then fails to stand by its words, an
organisation whose leaders defy with inpusity its solemn resolutions
— such an orgamisation can inspire neither fcar nor respect. In a
province like U.P. which 1s the most powerful fortress of the
Congress in the country, Government agents to-day dare to collect
funds for the war by the imposition of forcible levies on Kisans.
People cverywhere show no enthusiasm to join the Congress and
the total membership of the Congress may fall stecply this year
Within the ranks of Congressmen disintegration has started Ornissa
1s an ommous pomnter. Congress M L.A.'s joming toadies and
reactionaries to form Coalition Ministry — could one dream of 1t
a year back”

Thus the great organisation which people have built with dcca-
des of sacnfice. to which they look for lead. which had become
the symbol of unity and struggle. stands m danger of going to
pieces

Thosc who do not take note of all these and continue to cherish
illusions and dream of "new order" commit the gravest crime
agamnst the frcedom movement

Our Final Words

We have littlc more to say It is a suprcme tragedy that at a
moment when 3000 Congressmen have been thrown in prison or
are in internment, at a moment when 20 crores of rupees of fresh
war burdens have been imposed and war levies are being forcibly
collected. at a moment when Ordinance regime is crushing the
very life of the nation at such a moment. we have met here not
to give the long-delayed marching order but to put our seal of
approval on a policy which would perpetuate all these horrors with
the sanction and approval of the congress. 1t is a supreme trageds
that at a moment when this rotten empire is conapsing and cannot
withstand one determined blow, not only are we being prevented
from delivering that blow but are being asked to bolster up that
cmpire. The prison walls are crumbling but the slaves are being
asked to wait and watch.

What show are we putung up before the whole world? What
lead are we giving to enslaved nations?
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Here in this land of ours. ravaged by two centuries of British rule,
here with millions and millions ready to respond to our call and
strike the final blow to end this shame and degradation for oncc
and all, here faced with an opportunity the like of which comes
once in centurics. we stand paralysed — awaiting gestures of
goodwill, dreaming in terms of assurances and "honourable
settlement". Before this crime which is being committed after two
decades of national struggle, pales into insignificance even the
terrible crime that was committed by Indian leaders in the last war
— the crime of Indians being enrolled to lay down their lives in
order to add to thc number of Britain's slaves. That crime was
rewarded with Jallianwallabagh massacres. mass shootings. outrages
on women and crawling orders. Similar rewards will come once
this war is over — no matter with whose victo™M»— and Britain
has her hands frcc. Then our leaders will repent but it will be too
latc.

This is one of the most tragic hours in the history of the
Congress but 1t can be madc one of the most glorious Never was
the British Government in such crisis Its prestige has been shattered,
its credit has gonc. it.is completely at our mercy It cannot even
rcly on its soldiers and police. Like magic will work the call of
the Congress at this historic moment. Once the Congress gives the
call and summons the people to revolt, all the despair and defeatism
we sec all around will vamsh. a wave will rise before which no
obstacles can stand. Millions and millions of arms will be raised
and this despotic rule, now guarded by the bayonets of mercenarics.
will be smashed to bits.

This is no dream. This can be made a reality. The nation
demands of the Congress to make it a rcality.

We do not knpw to what extent we shall be able to pﬂuencc
the A.1.C.C. Ours may be a cry in the wilderness here but fve know
that this represents the urge of the people and we decm it our duty
to declarc that if this policy is carried out and the Congress tied
to the war-chariot of British Imperialism, no considerations of
discipline will prevent us from doing all we can to defeat that
policy. We shall not split away from the Congress nor form another
Congress but with all our might, we shall strive to rally masses
of Congressmen and masses of people to save the Congress from
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the shame and degradation which will be its lot if the compromiscrs
succced We know what that means We know that many of us will
be eapclled from the Congress We know that as to-day — or may
be more than to-day — the Government. the "National Government"
of Rajap's drcam, will concentrate firc aganst us Communists

Such measures shall not swerve us from our path Confident of the
correctness of our policy. confident that the policy alonc 1s in
conformuty with the 1deal. goal and traditions of the Congress and
1s mn the best nterest of the nation. we shall face unflinchingly
whatcver mught come History will judge us

APPENDIX

Resolution you are asked to repudiate
Haripura

"India can be no party to such an impcriahist war and will not
permut her man-power and resourccs to be exploited n the mterests
of Bntish Impcnalism Nor can India jomn any war without the
express consent of her people The Congress. therefore  entirely
disapproved of war preparations being made in India and large-
scalc manvouvrc and air-raid precautions by which 1t ha. been
sought to sprcad an atmosphere of approaching war in India In
the cvent of an attempt being made to imvolve India mn a war. this
will be resisted "

From the resolution on War and
Foreign policy — February 1938

Tripuri
"The Congress 1s opposed to impernalism and fascism alike and
1s convinced that world peace and progress - “quired the ending of
both of these In the opimion of the Congress, 1t 1s urgently necessary
for India to direct her own foreign policy as an independent nation.
Jhereby keeping aloof from both impenalism and fascism. and
pursuing her path of pecace and freedom "
From the Resolution on Foreign Policy
—March 1939
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Ramgarh

**...the Congress cannot in any way directly or indirectly be a
party to the war which means continuance and perpetuation of this
exploitation. The Congress therefore strongly disapproves of Indian
troops being made to fight for Great Britain and of the drain from
India of men and material for the purpose of the war. Neither the
recruiting nor the money raised in India can be considered to be
voluntary contributions from India. Congressmen and those under
the Congress influence. cannot help in the prosecution of the war

with men. money or material."
From Ramgarh Resolution
—March 1940
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THE IMPENDING AGRARIAN
CRISIS AND OUR TASKS

The war has entered into a new phasc. The phasc of world
conflagration, of decisive and grim battles has begun The scries
of military disastcrs and defeats which the German Army has
inflictcd on British imperialism has made its position extremely
precanious. France has collapsed. Britain has lost all points of
vantage in Norl.>m Europe Now with the entry of ltaly further
sct-backs in the Mediterrancan arc in store for it. Bntish impenalism
is fighting with its back to the wall. It 1s straiming every nerve to
drag U S.A. into the war It is mobilising cvery ounce of resources
under its control in Britain. in the dominions, colonies and in India
for the conflict. For it is a hifc and death struggle which it 1s waging
This mcans rapidly mounting cconomic and political pressure on
the toiling masses of England and France. on the people of India
and the colonies.

Perspective at the Outbreak of War

WHAT WOULD BE THE EFFECT OF THIS NEW PHASF OF THE
WAR ON THE AGRARIAN ECONOMY AND ON THE MILLIONS OF
THE PEASANT MASSES ? IS IT NECESSARY TO MODIFY THE SLOGANS
WHICH WE ISSUED FOR THE KISAN FRONT AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE
WAR ?

What was the perspective we visualised when the war broke
out ? It was expected that the prices of the agrarian commoditics
would rise, but that the speculator, the middlcinan would not allow
the benefit of this rise of prices to reach the kisan. On the other
hand the kisan would have to pay higher prices for industrial goods
e.g., tools, salt, oil, matches, cloth ctc. Hence our main slogans
were (1) fix the MINIMUM prices which the kisan must get for

Taken from : Party Circular No 59 of the Communist Party of India and
published in the ''PARTY LETTER'' dated 20th August 1940.
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his produce (2) check speculation, profitcering and violent fluctuation
of prices (3) control prices of industrial goods.

Imperialist Policy and Fall of Prices

It very soon became clear that it was the policy of the impenalist
Government to rigorously control the prices of the agricultural
commoditics while allowing a controlled risc for the prices of
industrial goods. The purpose was to obtain a chcap supply of rawn
materials it wanted. As the war cntcred into the new phasc.
imperialism promulgated a serics of ordinances imposing cxport
restrictions on a series of agricultural commoditics (sceds. oilcakes.
wheat etc.). As onc after another the countrics of Europe which
entercd the war disappeared from the export list, the possibilitics
of export narrowed down still further. The difficultics of transport
made countries like America go in for substitutes for jutc. All these
factors worked together and have resulted in a complete collapse
of the price structure of the agrarian commoditics It is stated that
at present the prices of the chief commercial crops of tndia which
are money crops of the Indian kisan arc bclow the world market
prices These conditions would worsen in the coming months and
one may expect a severe slump in agrarian prices after the next
crop scason.

Some idea of the precipitous fall of the chicf commercial crops
and their by-products can be got from the following table. The
figures are from the market page of the TIMES OF INDIA of the
corresponding dates.

Opening & Closing Rates in Bombay Market per unit

i
Name of the Og 20-12-39 On 20440 On 13-6-40  °e Hecline
commodity in § months

4420 Rs 38130 Rs  34-20 29%
43-80 Rs 38-14-0 Rs 3480 "

Ground-nut.

Ground-nut oil
Cake (cxpellas) 5700 Rs 4600 Rs 29090 49%
9103 Rs 749 Rs 6-1-0

9-7-6 Ps. 7-3-6 Rs 6-1-3 37%

49-3 Ry 4-1-3 Rs  3-1240

Linseed

ceew @7F
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Nume ot the On 20-12-39  On 20<3-400 On 13-6~10 % dechne
commodity m 6 months
Wheat Rs 4-7-6  Rs 4-0-3 R 17%
Broach Ry 280-80 Rs 1684-0 40%
Cotton Broac Rs (on 6 12-39)
Re  28-5-0 Ry 25-11-0 Ry 24-1240 9 39,
Seed -
Cofton See Rs  29-40 Re 2580 Ry 24146
Jute Rs 88 00 Rs 65-0-0) 26%

The Coming Agrarian Crisis

The agranan cnsis that 15 imminent will be far more devastating
than the onc of 1932-34 Its political and social effects will i more
far reaching This cnisis 1s taking place n the period of the second
impceniahist war and s caused by 1t The reasons why 1t would be
mtense are as follows —

(@)  The Kisan 1s so complcetely denuded of his savings in the
last crisis that he has far less stamina to withstand a fresh
price-crisis

(b)  This cnsis will be accompanied by a RISE n the prices
of Industnal goods he needs and it would mecan greater
load,

(¢) The drve for war-loan war recruitment and the ar
generally would enable the kisan to link up the crisis not
with a natural calamity but with WAR imposed up>n him
by the foreign Government,

(d) The collapse of the prestige of the Government. n view
of the dcfeats 1t 1s sustaiming n the war would cmbolden
the kisan to revolutionary action

Political Effects

It 1s on the agrarian front that the British imperia'*st structure would
crack up under the rapidly increasing political and economic strains
and stresses of the war The impending agranan cnisis would be
a czastve factor in determining the political development n our
country The approach of this cnisis and the probable storm 1t would
bring 1 1ts trail may be a powerful factor in forcing imperiahism
to make the few conccssions which the national bourgeoisie 1s
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dcmanding for a settlement. Imperialism would certainly want the
“*national ministries’” to face the agrarian storm and save a situation
which might casily develop into a revolutionary crisis. If “*National
Ministrics’’ came into being after “"a settlement™ they would be
tools of imperialist policy. They would not be able to change an
iota of the policy which led to the crisis. The inevitable logic of
their trcachcrous policy of compromise would drive them to use
the onlv means of allaying the storm namely bullets against the
kisan masses. Thus counter-revolution. completc disruption of the
national movement rank reaction, such is the prospcct which faces
the nation in the event of a compromise. of a settlcment. We have
to wage a bitter struggle to prevent this disaster. We have to use
every means of carrying on agitation among thc congressmen.
among thc masses denouncing as traitors all thosc who talk of
supporting the Allies. who talk of co-operating with the Government
for Defence. who talk of forming national ministrics. But the most
important front on which we have to intensify our efforts in order
to prevent a compromise or to smash it if comes carlicr, is the kisan
front. We have to forestall and prepare for the storm which is
brewing on that front:

Our Agitational Slogans

What must be our agitational slogan in the countryside ? First thing
we must do is to warn the peasant against the terrific agrarian crisis
that is ahcad. This as we said would be far morc terrible than the
cnsis of 1932-34. Since that time he has lost a lot of gold. Today
he has nothing. The entire load of the fall of prices of money crops
would fall upon his rickety shoulders. The merchant, thc money
lendcr won't suffer. They will get their commission and their
interest They would have to lock up less money in the dtocks of
agricultural commodities and the money thus set frce théy would
invest in somc other undertaking and cam all the same. It is the
kisan who would suffer, under the load of taxes, high prices, rent
and interest.

We have to explain that this crisis is coming as a result of the
imperialist war. We have to explain that the British launched the



The Impending Agrarian Crisis and Our Tasks O 159

war to protect their empire. to perpetuate our slavery, exploitation
and oppression. Now they arc being beaten So they are looting
everything they can from India, cheap raw matenals and gold. to
cover the gigantic cost of the war. They have caused this fall in
priccs. But the British imperialism is doomed This is its final crisis.
But this oppressor of the Indian people would not die a natural
death. The millions of kisans of India hand in hand with workers
of the citics have to deal it the death blow And they will do it this
time. They have lcamned to build their organisations as never before.
They can influence the National Congress as never before. HENCE

NO PANIC. The time is on our side but only if we preparc for
the coming struggle head Kisan must wake up and organisc in the
kisan sabhas.

Main Demands

What arc the concrete demand we put fornard and agitate for ?

1. Do not part with your gold or silver. Do not pay a single
rupee to the WAR LOAN. No co-opcration with War Committees
which the collectors and the Sub-Divisional Officers are setting up
cverywhere Not a man for the Army.

2 Start agitation for the remission of rents and revenues. for
total suspension of all ducs and for moratorium for debts and
nterest. These slogans must be popularised now in accordance with
the needs of the situation in the various localities. These slogans
arc prcparatory to the partial struggles which will have to be
launched as the crisis deepens and it becomes impossible for the
kisans to pay their ducs.

3. The slogan for the next step is “*Hold the crop.™ On the basis
of this slogan partial struggles of the kisan must bc organised in
localities. These struggles could be organised ou the Gujerat Kisan
Struggle model (Lavet, vide N.F.). Kisans dcclare their INABILITY

to pay but secure the crop for themselves and not allow it to be
confiscated.

4. The next step is of course organised NO TAY AND NO RENT
struggle led by PEASANT COMMITTEES and PEASANT GUARDS
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Specific Slogans for Provinces

These are general slogans. In each province and district slogans
will have to be worked out in accordance with the local conditions.
For instance U.P. has worked out the following ones :—

1.  Immediate introduction of Arrcars of Rent Bill passed by
the Congress Ministry,

2.  Immediate introduction of Agricultural Indcbtedness Act
on the lincs of the Congress Bill;

3. Reduction of Rents:

No special war levies, No war loans. No co-opcration with
War Committees. No man for the Army:

5. No Zamindar or Police Zulum.

In Bengal apart from the general slogans there is the specific
issuc of thc Pcrmanent Settlement system which has been brought
forward by the recently published report of the Floud Commission.
There is also the question of the new Jute restriction ordinance
which has fixed not only thc minimum but also the maxithum price
of Jutc and the question of the fall of the price of Jute.

To the Kisan Masses

It is urgently necessary that all provincial units immediately take
stock of the work done on the kisan front and of the situation there,
work out agitational slogans on the linc indicated above. The aim
is to intensify work on that front, to send new cadres to 1t and with
instruction to dig themselves in the rural areas before the agrarian
crisis actually breaks out. In most of the provinces the main difficulty
would be paucity of cadres because of the unending series af arrest
of all our open cagres. The underground comrades would ’mve to
run short intensive training school for the new cadres sel¢cted to
work on the kisan front. Thesc will have to be sclected from the
second rank comrades already working on that front. This course
should consist of following points :—

(1)  Thebasic slogans of the All-India Kisan Sabha programme.

Their rclation to the programme of National democratic
revolution;
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(2)  War and our tasks. war and the kisans—thc slogans to be
put across now.

(3)  Instructions on the special methods of orgamisation and
agitation to be usced under the present conditions.

(4)  Struggle for partial demands How to win over Congress
workers for kisan work and the struggle

Outline Plan of Kisan Work

It 1s impossible to lay down a detailed plan of kisan work :n this
crcular C'ertan general guiding lines may be indicated They are
as follows —

(a) All OPEN agitation, agamnst war. aganst rccruitment and
cven against loan has to be avoided when yvou begin work in a rural
arca All such agitation must be conducted through whisper
campaigns. and 1n closed door group meetings It must be explamed
to the kisans why we conduct the agitation in this manner not out
of fear but out of nccessity to preserve our fighting force

(b) Amm of our agitation 1s not to spread panic among kisans.
but to CREATE FEARI ESSNHSS and sclf-confidence Hammer home
with every bit of war news the weakness. imbicility conardice and
complete bankruptcy of the British ruling class

(c) Do not run away with the 1dca that now cverythmg is to be
done sccretly and underground This 1s a most dangcrous illusion
It would kill all mass work The fight for partial demands 1s to be
conducted openly, open meetings demanding remussion. protesting
agamnst the Policc Zulum, mass pctitions to authonitics. all these
things must go on. no they must increasc There 1s no open anti-
war propaganda in them. But there 1s a steady putting across of
thc Congress resolution in our way. Demand for freedom. for
Constituent Assembly, for National Struggle. Lcarn to combinc this
lcgal work with a barrage of underground propaganda and agstation
This alone would incrcas% the fearlessness among the peasants and
will enable them to sec the need for illegal work and teach them
to protect underground workers and spread illegal hitcrature

Vol-gv—11
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(d) In every kisan centre pick out and train up voung kisan
cadres as prospective party members. cstablish auxiliary party
units in connection with doing the underground work of arranging
closed door meetings. keeping watch over spies and lick-spittics of
Patwari (Patil) and Zamindars, circulating illegal leaflets and so
on. Establish a kisan committec of influential and fearless kisans
and a nucleus of PARTISANS of the Party in ¢very centre of kisan
work.

(e) While doing kisan work. our comrades must pay the greatest
attention to Congress workers, to lcading cadres of the District and
Taluka Congress committees. The continued stalemate. the policy
of Gandhiji and the Working Committee of sliding back to the
position “*No Struggle During War Time™™ has bewildered large
sections of leading cadres in the countryside. This bewilderment
and confusion is leading to demoralisation. The Congress workers.
especially drawn from the class of poor and middle peasants and
petty shop-keepers do not understand this policy of susrender. but
they sec no other way and get demoralised. The constructive work
of the Gandhian type they do and enrol passive or active satyagrahis
but there is no heart in it. We must approach this scction and try
to win over the best among them for the kisan work. We must win
them over for the constructive work among the kisans, the
constructive work of the new type. Wc must impress ““upon them
that national struggle must come and that the kisan has to play a
great part n it. Our job as Congressmen is to stand by the side
of the kisan as the war crisis dccpens. organisc his partial struggles
and organise the kisans through them. implement the Qongress
policy of non-cooperation with war. see that peasants and villagers
have nothing to do with war loan, war committees. and rccruitment.
This is how we must build the strength of the people for the great
struggle ahead. This is how we would make surrender and betrayal
on the part of leaders impossible. If we make such an approach
to the Congress cadres we would win the best of them for cooperation
with us. This practical work will save them from demoralisation
and make them our allics in the struggle against the compromiscrs.
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Discuss this circular in your P C and m your cxtended kisan
fraction and work out on this basis a provincial kisan cucular and
a plan of work Send us a copy of 1t and send your criticism of
thesc suggestions

Polit Burcau
CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Communist Party of India

25th Junc 1949
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MAY DAY MANIFESTO 1940
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA

Brothers.

This vcar's May Day dawns amidst thc world-widc slaughter
of another imperialist war. Oncc again the capitalist masters of the
world have plunged humanity into another blood-bath in order that
their profits may rise. in order that they may scttlc their quarrcl
over the division of the world. Once again the worker and the
peasant in the countries at war arc being forced into uniform and
arc taken to the shambles. Once again it is a fight for ““democracy .
for the ““defence and self-detcrmination of small nations =~ Once
again we. the enslave Indian people, arc called upon to bear the
burdens of this “"war for Democracy™— while democracy 1s trampled
underfoot in our country and the brutal law of lathi and war
ordinance reigns supreme.

A Warning Unheeded

It was twelve months ago, on the last May Day. that the X
Communist International wamed the working class against the
coming catastrophe in unmistakable terms. **Begun by the fascist
aggressor states”. declared Comrade Dimutrov. ““the new imperialist
war which has flared up with the down-right tolcration of the
reactionary bourgeoisic of Bnitain and France threatens to become
transformed into a general world war.” It was thc Comingern and
its parties alone which were strenuously fighting to unitc the torlers
and the peoples of the world together with the Soviet Union against
fascist aggression and against the policy of the ruling circles of the
British and French bourgeoisie who for their own ends were tolcrating
this brigandage on a world scalc. The Communists persistently
pointed out that if the democratic people of England, France and
other capitalist countrics could defeat their pro-fascist rulers and

Tahen form : Communist News Letter No 6, dated 27.4 1940. of the
Communist Party of India



Mav Day Mamfesto 1940 O 168

securc a real peacc front with the Sovict Umon. fascist aggression
could be checked and the danger of war averted

Who helped war makers ?

Why did this unity not come about ? Why did we not succeed m
smashing the plans of the fascist incendiarics of war? Why did we
fail to defcat the conspiracies of the impenialist instigators of war?
Why was the powerful umity of the toilers and the peoples of the
capitalist countries with the Soviet Union not achicved ’

Because there were sphitters of umity in the ranks of the working
class itsclf It was the disruptive policy of the Social-Democratic
and Labour Parties. the policy of capitulation to the bourgeossic.
of splitting the working class. of slandering the Communists and
the Soviet Unuon. which has led to this ternble sctback The leaders
of these partics refused to join hands with the Commumists n
waging an uncompromusing fight against the rcactionary war-
mongering policy of Chamberlain and Daladier which led to the
disastrous deal of Mumich They refused to join hands with the
Communists 1n fighting Munich. in defending the Spanish people.
in g ing consistent support to the peace efforts of the Soviet Union
[n 1its Mamnifesto on the last May Day. the Communist Intcrnational
warned the working class against this treacherous policy and called
upon the socialist workers to "break the iesistance of their lcaders
to umted action of the working class and strengthen umity together
with therr class brothers the Communists

"Socialist" Splitters of the Working Class

This was not achicved The leadership of the Sccond International
dehiberately sabotaged cvery attempt at united action They refused
the last-minutc cail of the Communist Intcrnational for a world
conference of labour orgamsations to forge immediate umty to
. prevent the impending disaster Once agawmn the reactionary leadership
of the Socialist and Labour Partics betray.d the cause of the
working class as n the last war and brought about a situation in
which the working class stood divided n the face of another
imperialist war This contemptible gang has now openly joned the
camp of the imperialist war-makers It 1s the loudest in support of
the policy of continuing and spreading the war It 1s they who take
the lead n black-guarding the Soviet. 1n acting as the pace-makers
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of anti-Soviet war. It is they who are inciting the impenalists (if
that were at all nceded!) in their brutal repressive campaign against
Communists, against all the heroic fighters against imperialist war.
It is thcy who have abetted the barbarous suppression of the French
Communist Party and encouraged the unheard of crimes of Daladior
against the French working class. And finally, let us not forget that
it is these scif-same gentlemen who give us, the Indian people. the
unsohcited advicc that we give up our struggle for independence.
that we surrender to imperialism and aid in its predatory war. while
they have not a word to say against the brutal ordinancc regime
which has been clamped on us. They have sold their “own™
working class to the Imperialists and now they are busily gilding
the chains of slavery which bind the colonial people too

Greet Heroic Fighters Against War

Undaunted by imperialist terror, unmoved by the treachery of the
Socialist and Labour lcaders. the Communist Parties in cvery
country are in the fore-front. patiently mobilising the resistance of
the toiling masscs to the burdens or war, exposing thg, imperialist
nature of the war. winning the toilers and the pcople in cvery
country for the revolitionary fight to put an end to this war and
with it to the rule of the imperialist and fascist war-makers In every
country today it is the Communists who are bearing the brunt of
brutal ruling-class terror. In France. in Czechoslovakia. in Germany.
in Scandinavia and in India, 1t is the Communists who are the
victims of martial law tribunals. and of war-emergency laws.

On this May Day, we pay our homage to the hundreds of
proletarian anti-war fighters in all countries who have been done
to death by the imperialist fricnds. We send our revolutionary
greetings to the thousands of brave men and women. who have becn
imprisoned in India and in other countries because they.dared to
mobilisc the people for the fight against war, for the :fight for
freedom. Their cause is the invincible cause of the toiling millions
of every land. Their cause is the invincible cause of the freedom
and happiness of world humanity.

On this May Day, we shall raise our defiant voice in mighty
demonstrations, against this world-wide repression of the
Communists, and especially against the brutal ordinance regime in
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our own country. which has already taken toll of hundreds of our
best anti-imperiahse fighters

Hail Soviet Union—Liberator of Peoples

On thuis May Day. we greet the Socialist Soviet Union and the
victorious Red Army which has effcctively intervened n the war
from the very start It has not only guaranteed its own security
but has so far secured pcacc for its neighbours. by hberating the
pcoples of Eastern Poland and by defeating the war-mongers'
consptracy in Finland The impcenalists arc gnashing their teeth at
the fiasco m which their plans to makhe Germany fight the Sovict
have ended They are now making new plans. and hatching new
conspiracics to launch a war against the Soviet Union They are
trving to draw the Mushim peoples of the Middle and Ncar East
nto their nefanous designs  But the oppressed peoples of the East.
whether Arabs. Persians. Indians or Chinese. know by their own
cvperience of the last 20 years who 1s their friend and who 1s their
foc They know that the Socialist Sovict Union 1s the inveterate foe
of imperialism and the helper and liberator of the oppressed peoples
Thevy know the part it has plaved in the anti-impenalist struggle
of the Chincse people. in the liberation of the Asiatic races within
the Soviet Union itself

On this May Day. we proclaim our support to the Soviet Union
and the Red Army which 1s the iving guarantee of the success of
the revolutions that arc ahead We condemn and oppose all
conspiracies of British Impcrialism to turn the war aganst the
Sovict Union

The First International Blow Against War

On this historic May Day. the demonstrations throughout the world
will be a stern warning to the impenalist and fascist war-makers
and their sociahist lackeys The working class in the capitalist
countries will yet heal the breach in their ran«s. will yet yom their
forces with the maturing revolutionary struggles in the oppressed
colonial countrics and with the Sovict pcople The slogan 1ssued
vy the Commumist International at the outbreak of the war— THE
WORKING CLASS IS DETERMINED TO PUI AN END TO THIS WAR AFTER
118 OWN FASHION will ung out from cvery Mav Day platform
throughout the world The toiling masscs and the oppressed peoples
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will demonstrate their determipation to smash the efforts of the
imperialists to sprcad the war, to dircct against the Sovict Union.
They will demonstrate their determination to convert is imperialist
war into a series of proletarian revolutions in capitalist countries.
to wars of national liberation in colonial countrics. THE CLASHES
AND THE STREET BATTLES ON THIS MAY DAY WILL BE THE FIRST
SKIRMISHES HERILDING THE GREAT WORLD-WIDE BATTLE THAT 1S
AHEAD

Our Part in India

In that battle the Indian working class has a decisive part to play.
Tremendous have been the fights that the Indian working class have
waged during the last cight months Strike struggles, both political
and economic, more gigantic and powerful than waged by the
working class of any other country since the outbreak of war, have
brought the Inidan working class to the very forefront of thc world
working-class movement. Firc has been concentrated against it. Its
Party. the Communist Party of India, has borne the main brunt of
imperialist attack. But far greater arc the ordeals that lie*ahead.
far more heroic and decisive the role that it has vet to play. Faced
with the historic task of smashing British Impenalism. the main
enemy of humanity. the chief war-incendiary. the pillar of world
reaction and the arch-instigator of counter revolutionary war against
the Soviet. the national movement under the cowardly Gandhian
leadership stands paralysed while impenalism rains blow on the
vanguard and the masses groan under war-burdens. The glorious
heritage of the Congress, its fighting unity built by decades of
sacrifice. the honour of the national tri-colour sanctified by thc
blood of martyrs. stand menaced. The national army stands in
danger of defeat cven before the battle has begun.

Fight Against Représsion and War Burdens

From this calamity the proletariat has to save the national
movement. It has to save the heritage of the Congress, its fighting
unity, its honour, the honour of the national tri-colour.

The whale country has to be engulfed in a wave of war-allowance
strikes. The message of mass action against war-burdens and war-
levies has to be carried to kisans in every village, in every hamlet.
Fighting unity has to be forged with students, whose movement.
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imperialism is striving to suppress. The nation has to be won for
the policy of mass struggle. for mass civil disobedience movement.
for political general strike. for country-wide no-rent actions.

Such are the tasks that May Day summons the Indian working
class to fulfil.

DOWN WITH INMPERIALIST WAR!

FORWARD TO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, 170 THE CAPTURE
OF POWER!

DOWN WITHl ORDIN.INCE R1J!

FORWARD TO A DEAMOCRATIC REPUBLIC .AND PEOPLE'S
JRALY!

DOWN WITH [ANDLORDISN AND DEBT SLAVERY!

FOR EIGHT-IIOUR DAY AND LIVING IVAGE’

LONG LIVL /17 SOVIET UNION AND THF GLORIOUS RED
ARALY!

Let these slogans ring out from every part of the country on
May Day. Let the vision of frec and happy India. the glorious vision
which has inspired thousands of our countrymcen to lay down their
lives, likewisc inspire every Indian, cvery Congressman. on the cve
of the coming final battle Lct the determination to do or die stecl
cvery heart for the ordcals that lic ahcad. Let the Indian prolctariat
imbue the entirc nation with this spirit, the sprrit of fulfilling the
great task which history has to-day assigned to our people: the task
of achieving thc overthrow of British Imperialism. the piilar of
world reaction and the arch-incendiary of world war.

LONG LIVEMAY DAY THEMILITANT DAY OF INTERNATIONAL
PROLETARIAN SOLIDARITY !

DOWN WITH THE IMPERIALIST WAR!

DOWN WITH INPERIALISA !

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL/
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ON THE STRIKE STRATEGY IN
THE PRESENT PERIOD

1. With the outbrcak of the sccond imperialist war. the strike
struggle of the Indian working class assumes a new significance
for the toiling masses and for the Indian people as a whole. It is
working class which has stepped forward as the first to register
its mass protest against imperialist war. and to resist the war-
burden which imperialism is throwing on the Indian people. The
anti-war strikc of 2nd October in Bombay. the onc-day strike of
workers all over India on the Independence day (Cawnpore-Dehn).
and the wave of war-allowance strikes which began with the Jute
workers strike (Nov. 1939) and has culminated in the Bombay
Textile strike. The Municipal workers strike of Calcutta and the
coal-miners strike at Jharia.—Thesc tremendous actions indicatce
that the Indian working class is wcll on the way to attainigg that
maturity. and political consciousness and organisation which would
cnable it to play its historic role of ““the vanguard of the majority
of the people™ in the coming national struggle.

2. Lenin taught us ““the primary importance’” of mass political
strikes in the revolutionary mobilisation of the masscs. He showed
the tremendous revolutionary significance of the wave of workers'
political strikes which stirred Czarist Russia in the year 1905. It
is "a new and an important weapon hitherto unknown in the
practice of the Marxist parties and one that has subsequently gaincd
recognition.” [History of the C. P. S. U. (B), p.71]. Mass political
strikes are of grcat importance in the beginning of a revolutionary
period. They enable the working class to rouse and mobilise the
toiling masses and the people to action against the main cnemy.
This was the role which the political strikes playcd in the early
period of the 1905 Revolution in Russia. They “stirred up the
whole country.”” They became a prelude to the wave of mass

Published by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of India as
Circular No. 35 dated 12th April 1940
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peasant and soldicr revolts which were to follow. India is cntering
into a revolutionary period Indian working class is taking its first
lessons in wiclding this weapon. The role which political mass
strikes have to play in India in paving the way for thc coming
Nation-wide struggle and later on in raising it to the level of a mass
revolutionary struggle has been explained in the *"Proletarian Path™.

Their ‘‘great importance at the beginning and in the process of the
insurrection’” (Lenin) has been shown there in the context of the

revolutionary developments as we visualise them in our own country

in the present penod

Here we are in the main concerncd in bringing out firstly the
political significance of the wave of war-allowance strikes. which
is sweeping the country at present; and sccondly in briefly outlining
the strategy we have to adopt and the preparations we have to make
to face the imp ~inlist repression against thesc strikes

3. The working class 1s the first to put forward active mass
resistance to the lowering of the standard of living which war
mongcring imperialism imposcs upon the people The vast mass
peasants in villages and the employcces n the cities—all suffer from
the rise of prices which war brings about. But it 1s the working
class which shows the way to hit out and resist this onslought
Working class thus wins the admiration of the toiling masses. the
peasantry and the employces in the city. The heroic struggle of the
working class against the common encmy against common
worsening conditions inspire the peasantry and the toiling masscs
to action. The wave of war allowance strikes sprcading with rapidity
over the country and fought with tenacity and vigour in the face
of imperialist and police rcpression opens great revolutionary
possibilities. They infect the poverty striken peasant masscs already
suffering under war burdens with the spirit of revolt. They open
the possibility of hastening the advent of the National struggle of
raising it to a revolutionary planc.

4. Here again we may draw upon the lcssons of the revolutionary
struggle of the Russian working class. The revolutionary strkes
of the Russian working class against the war-burdens of 1904-5
period (Russo-Japanese war) became the prelude to the revolutionary
rising of the pcople against Czarism which followed. Lenin summed
up the significance of these strike struggles in the following words;—

5. ““The broad masses of thc Russian exploited could not have
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been drawn into thc revolutionary movement had they not scen
examplcs of how the wage workers in various branches of industry
compelicd the capitalists to improve their conditions. The struggle
imbued thc masses of Russian pceople with a new spirit. Only then
did the old serf-ridden. backward, partriarchial. pious and obedicent
Russia cast off the old Adam. only then did the Russian people
obtain a democratic and really revolutionary cducation.™ (quoted
in National Front Vol. IT No. 35. See article Mahagai Confcrence).

6. It is this great political significance of the war-allowance
strikes. which determincs the attitude of imperialism towards it.
Similarly our stratcgy in this strike struggle is also determined by
the importance of this strike strugglc for bringing the proletariat
forward as a decisive force in the coming national struggle. What
is the attitude of imperialism towards the strike wave? In the
beginning imperialism wanted to forcstall the strike wave by
hastening to settle the first strikes by giving small wage increases.
When in November and December 1939 the risc in food prices was
somewherc between 25 and 33% the Government and the employers
were trying to check the spread of the war-allowance strikes by
granting wagc increases somewhcre between 7 and 15%. Jute lords
who were the first to profit by the war and who had received
colossal Government orders for sand bags paid 10% increasc to
scttle the Jute strike of November 1939. The Cawnpore cmployers
paid 6 picc to 2 annas in thc Rupee in January to all Texule
workers. Dalmia paid 18% war bonus on the scale of wages current
before 1st November 1939 (Dehri strike). In Bombay the Labour
Commissioncr was settling a number of strikes in small industries
by granting a flat rise of 2 annas in the Rupec war-allowance. This
for a time crcated the impression that war-allowance strikes would
win casy victories. There was a danger of launching strikes without
proper preparations. But very soon it became clear that the
Government was fully conscious of the political implicatioris of
successful strikes in the war period. It would not like strikes to‘take
place and for that reason would even bring pressure on ownefs to
make some concessions (as in Cawnpore and in the casc of minor
industries in Bombay). But once strike takes place in well organised
industries—and workers launch struggle to win adequate wage
increase, its whole cffort is to crush them. Because it does not want
genuine working class organisations to grow and become strong—
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as they would incvitably do so through successful strikes. The
Government realises that if in one centre or one industry a big strike
succeeds it will affect other centres. and industnes and a wave of
mass strikes will sweep over the country. That development taking
place in a period like this and on the eve of national struggle has
most dangcrous revolutionary possibilitics. That is why the
Government once strike breaks out. would do everything in its
power to crush it and would adopt measures far more repressive
than any it adopted in the past.

The Bombay strike is a pointer. Processions. meetings except
in a few maidans. mass picketing. even shouting of slogans and
singing of songs, have becen made impossible  Strike leaders are
arrested and imerned under the Defence of India Act. Despite the
fact that thc strike developed peacefully  Scores of workers and
militants arc being arrested cvery day. Police resort to indiscriminate
beatings. No press darcs to print strike handbills  Propaganda by
motor lorrics and loudspeakers is banncd In brief all the methods
by which the strike is ordinanly mantained and intensified are
banned.

This indicates what we have to face n this period.

7. In the face of this attitude of the owners and of imperialism.
what should be strike strategy that the working class has to adopt?
Imperialism knows that in the majority of cases thc war-allonance
strikes and agitation is lcad by thc Communists The morc the
strikes succeed in gaining adequate wage increase. the more they
spread. The political consciousncss of the working class. their
organisational strength grows. Communist party becomes stronger.
The possibility of the working class acting as a decisive force in
the coming National struggle through political strikcs grows. lts
capacity to do so increases. That is why imperialism 1s determined
to crush the strike wave i isolation. It is determinded to take the
opportunity of these strikcs to round up thc Communists and
imprison all their militant working class support.'rs. This is the real
meaning of the drive against the Communists. of the extensive use
of the Defence of India Act against them.

Does this mcan that we should avoid a contest with the repressive
forces of the police and imperialism now? Should we accept the
wage risc they give and consolidate our forccs now so that we
would be able to act at the time when the National struggle is
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launched? No. this would not be the correct proletarian policy. The
wage increase which is being offcred is cntirely inadequate and it
is the job of the prolctanan party to lead the workers in their fight
for not only defending their standard of living but for bettering it.
Thesc economic struggles in this revolutionary period arc in the
nature of vanguard actions. They will have to be carcfully prepared
for thesc. anticipating the brutal and ruthless police repression
which will be hurled against it. Unless the working class is able
to pass on to the offensive. unless it is able to fight back and defeat
the strike-breaking attacks of thc policc. it can ncither gain its
demands nor can it play 1ts rolc as ““the vanguard of the majority
of the pceople™”. In other words. if the war-allowance strikes have
to succeed as cconomic strikes and if they have to act as the
unleasher of people's struggles. raising the political consciousncss
of the working class and stecling it for playing its role in the
National struggles ahcad, then thcy must develop into successful
mass battles against police repression. The illusion that war-
allowance strikes. would succeed mercly through pcaceful
demonstration of mass strength must be given up The mere ability
to bring about a stoppage of work and to hold on for some time
is not enough. Impenalism is going to use the whole machinery of
war time repressions to break it. NOT 70 BE PREPARED 10 DEFEND
THE STRIKE AND WIN IT IN THE TEETH OF POLICE REPRESSION IS NOT
ONLYTO LOSE THE STRIKE BUT TO EXPOSE THE PARTY TO THE DANGER
OF BEING COMPLETELY WIPED QUT. On the other hand, not to launch
the strike at all. to accept the wage rise offered. to defend inaction,
to sabotage real preparations for strike by the slogan—"strengthen
orgamsation first and then fight”— would be sheer economism.
It would be repudiation of the defence of the intercsts of the working
class. It would be the demial of the political significance of the war-
allowance strikes. the denial of their rolc as vanguard actions for
the unleashing of National struggle.

8 These considerations cnable us to lay down the main gmdmg
lines for the strike strategy during this period. (a) We may accept
temporarily inadequate wage increases. in places wherc we are
weak and where the preparations for fighting out a successful strike
arc not complcte. But it must be realised that it is only a respite
for preparation. For the struggle is postponed—not avoided
altogether. (b) Our preparations for lzunching war-allowance strikes
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must cnsure (1) the preservation and continuity of party leadership
(2) that the units of the party function as the real leaders and
orgamsers of militant rank and file mill and locality committces
(3) that they sccure the widest mobilisation and activity of the
masses in the fight against the police. (c) War-allowance strikes
will have to be developed into mass clashes with the police. Police
repression, bans. strikc-breaking. terrorisations will have to be
dcfcated by defiant mass actions.

9. Experience of the strike struggle for the last ten vears shows
that the first blow of imperialism against a mass strikc is always
aimed at the party. It was so in 1929. in 1934 and so 1t is to-day
in 1940. Our first job while preparing for the strike is to make
perfect arrangement for the underground FUNCTIONING  of the
party centre. This. has to be achicved by a minimum number of
leading Comrades going underground. Perfect technical arrangements
must be made for the U G. Party centre to be in dircct touch with
the cells. to be able to move them and guide them daily. The U.G.
Party centrc must be in a position to guide the open mass leadership
of the Party in the Union. Technical arrangements for the meeting
of the whole party committce and fraction—requiring the presence
of open as well as U G. comrades must be there. Technical
arrangements for the printing of posters. handbills must be there
Expcrience of Bombay should bc a lesson In Bombay the great
war allowance strikc was launched without these preparations
being made. The result was that the sudden arrest of Icadership for
a time completcly paralysed the party machinery. There was no
U.G. centre. No arrangements for U.G. functioning of Party
lcadership—No arrangement whatsocver for illegal printing. All
this had to bc madc after the first blows were already struck at
the Party lcadership

10. BEFORE the strike is launched the Party as a whole must
be made ready for action. It must be placcd on a war footing. Each
party unit in the strike locality has to becore: the leader and
organiser of all the militant workers in the mills in that locality.
The job of the party units is to organise these militants into chawl
and mohalla committees—to make arrangements for picketing in
chawls—to organise a workers volunteer corps in each locality. All
thesc preparations have to be made hefore the strike actually begins.
The party unit in cach locality must build round it an auxiliary
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group consisting of the most active and politically conscious militants.
These picked men must be given short intensive political training
as prospective party members. These men must be picked for their
initiative in organising and leading chawl committecs. for organising
picketing and volunteer corps. Our local Technical cadre. for the
distribution of illegal lcaflets, posters, for organisation of information
scrvice. for the making of bandobast of blacklegs—must also be
drawn from them. Thus the party unit in each locality must be
directly linked to the masses—must act as the live wirc—through
the help of this auxiliary group of these militants. There is no
question of our being able to raise the tempo of the strike, of our
fighting police rcpression, of our politicalising the strikc—unless
we have ensured the leading role of the PARTY or as a functioning
organisation in thc leadership of the strike. Party centre—party
cell—militant auxiliary group—chawl committecs. volunteer units—
masses.—This functioning chain must bc cstablished before the
strike is launched. The strikes in the prescnt period. when they have
to bc fought in the face of police rcpression. when they have to
play the political role as vanguard actions cannot be fought in the
old way. A handfull of Union leadcrs—Icading obedient and passive
workers. and the tempo of the strike kept up through mass meetings
and through actions agairfst BLACKLEGS arranged through “contacts’
known to leaders.—This pattern of conducting the strike cannot
scrve the purpose to-day. Police repression cannot be fought without
organised mass actions—without rank and file initiative—without
the organised militant committees in mills and chawls lcad by the
party units. In other words unless party machinery is able to act
as the motor of the rank and file strikc organisation, there is no
question of winning the strike—of dcfeating police repression of
strengthening the Party. and of preparing the proletariat for future
political actions. .

11. Rank and filg participation in the Central as well as in the
local Icading organs of the strike is the ABC of the revolutionary
strike strategy. Reformists run the strike through a bureaucratic
union lcadership. They do not create organs of rank and file
leadership. They are not interested in calling forth the rcvolutionary
activity and the initiative of the working class masses. In the period
when we were fighting the reformist leadership and fighting for the
unity of the Trade Union movement we laid the greatest stress on
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rank and file leadership. It was because of our initiative to evolve
rank and file lcadership in the Bombay Textile general strike of
1934 that we succeeded in counteracting thc influence of the
reformists. In spite of the severc repression which our party faced
in that strike, in spite of the failure of the strike. we succeeded
within one year in driving the reformist from the ficld of Textile
labour The rank and file heroism which we developed and displayed
in the 1934 strike won for us the admiration and the support of
the majority of the working class. But our mistake then was that
we failed to preserve the leadership and the continuity of the Party.
We failed to function the Party as an organisation leading and
guiding the rank and file organs of strike leadership. The result was
we were unable to take advantage of the swing of thc working class
towards our partv We were unable to build the Party. This time
on the cve of the present strike our party had once agin rebuilt the
old G.K.U. of 1928-29 days. The Union enjoyed the support of the
overwhclming majority of the Textile workers. The strike was
almost complete on the very first day at the call of the Union. This
easy success made us ncglect the task of building the rank and file
organs of strike leadership. There was no Central strike committee
with rank and file representatives from the mills The local organs
of chawl committees were built up during the strike and not before
the strike. There was no well organised volunteer corp m the
localities. The result of this lacunae became at once visible as soon
as the arrest of lcaders and police repression began. We began
correcting our error when we found that we could not organise
cffective resistance to the growing repression of the policc.
‘Enlargement of thc managing committce of thc Union through
the co-option of thc clected rank and file representatives of the
various mills, the organisation of chawl committees and of voluntecer
units was taken in hand. There was an immediate improvement in
the capacity of the strikers to resist police repression. The lesson
we have to learn from this expericnce of the Bombay strike is
this:—

Rank and file organs of strike leadership. central as well as in
ths localities have to be brought into cxistence right from the very
beginning of the strike. Failure to do this is to repudiate the struggle
against police repression, is to lapse back into reformist burcaucratic
ways of conducting the strike. is to betray the cause of the workers.

Vol-iv—12
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RANK AND FILE LEADERSHIP ALONE ENABLE YOU TO SECURE TIIE
WIDEST MOBILISATION AND THE ACTIITY OF THE AASSES IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST POLICE REPRESSION.

12. Such are the preparatory steps we have to take in order to
make a revolutionary strategy in the war-allowance strikes possible.
That strategy is the strategy of offenisive—of not bending before
police repression, but of hitting back, of rendering inoperative the
police bans on meetings and processions of breaking them. But bans
cannot be successfully broken, police—the strike-breaker No. 1
cannot be defeated by a handful of militant workers. That would
not save the strike. That would mean the vanguard being wiped
out. Masses of workers have to actively defy the police. But that
is not possible unless we have created a rank and file lcadership
of the strike—a rank and file organisation of thc militants. That
is not possible unless we have a functioning party machinery to
guide this leadership and this organisation. That is not possiblc
unless we prepare for the strike by an intense POLITICAL
agitation—showing the relation of the strike with the fight against
imperialist war and with thc impending struggle for National freedom.
That is not possible unless we raise the tempo of thc masseg through
our speeches, our entire agitation. our handbills and posters and
bring home to them the fact that strikc cannot be won without the
masses storming at the police restrictions—without fighting back
police repression. The essential feature of our strike strategy in this
period is that war-allowance strikes in this revolutionary period
cannot be won by passive with holding of work. What is essential
is organisational and political preparation of the working class to
enable it to make mass assault against the strike-breaking repression
of the Government and the police. Failure or inability to develop
successful offensive against the repressive attack of impetialism
would mean “a wipe out’ for the party, would condemn it pplitical
impotence in the coming period of National struggle.

Rapid development of mass offensive against the policé bans.
restriction is the only line of defence open for the working class
in the present period of strike struggle. That is the line of defending
its own interests and of coming forward as the vanguard of the
people fighting back war-burden—fighting back police repression.
That is the line which would enable the Indian working class to
play its political role in the coming National struggle.
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13. To a far greater extent than before. popular support and
sympathy is needed for thc victory of the strikes. Agitation both
before and during the strike among non-proletarian masses, among
Congressmen must be carried most intensively. Significance of
strikes political as well as economic in the new period must be
explained to the Congress masses and their active support and
sympathy won. Congress committees must be made to organise
meetings and demonstrations in support of the workers demands.
Really sympathctic Congressmen should be made to speak in strike
meetings, ctc. The need for Congress to win working class support
in view of impending strugglc, the tremendous effectiveness of the
weapon of political strikes, the danger of Congress waiting and
watching while workers struggles are crushed—all these points
must bc popularlv and convincingly explained.

These arc the salient features of the strike strategy in the present
period. War-allowance strikes and industrial strikes generally have
assumed a tremendous significance and political impotence. To
fight them successfully, to defeat police efforts to crush them—
to pass to an aggressive strike strategy—for the realisation of its
basic decmands.—These are the tasks which the proletariat has to
fulfil in order that it becomes a force—in order that it is able to
play its historic role in the impending National struggle.
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WAR AND OUR TASKS

I. International

1. Imperialist Character of War : Like the War of 1914-1918,
the present war is an Imperialist War. The main antagonism is the
same as in the last war—the antagonism between British and German
Imperialisms. The immediate issue of the conflict is also the same
: mastery over the Balkans and Middle East. This is a war for
colonies, for sources of raw materials. for European hegemony
which is the key to world hegemony. This war is thus a direct
continuation of the conflict that led to the last war and developed.
though at first in a subdued form. throughout the post-war period

2. The New Background : This war, however, 1s taking placc
in an entirely different background.

(a) The last war ended with the defeat of German Imperialism
But a year before that. -an event of world histonic importance had
taken place—the victory of proletarian revolution in Russia. That
event marked the begimning of a new phase in the world history.
From that date, confronting each other. stood two worlds : the
world of Socialism and the world of Captialism. The conflict
between these two worlds became the basic confhct The very
existence of the Soviet Union, its increasing might and prosperity
in the midst of the Capitalist world which entercd into a phasc of
chronic crisis at the end of the last war, exercised profound revol-
utionary influence over the working class movements in capitalist
countries and over the colomal revolutionary movements. It
sharpened and intensified the conflict between the bourgeaisic and
the proletariat in every country, between the imperialist powers and
the colonies. Therefore, the destruction of the Soviet Union became
the chief aim of the world bourgeoisie at whose head stood British
Imperialism. The ccntral conflict that determined the whole history
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of thc yecars between 1918 and 1939, was this conflict between the
Soviet Union heading the world revolutionary forces and British
Imperialism heading the forces of world reaction.

(b) It was because of this conflict that German Imperialism was
ablc to re-emerge as a world military power. It was because of this
conflict that Britain armed Hitler, sacrificed one country after
another and retreated before Fascist advance. rejected the plan for
collective security, destroyed the League of Nations. It was because
of this conflict that Britain persistently intrigued for and incited a
war between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union hoped for the
mutual weakening of both the powers and for the consolidation of
her own hegemony over Europe. But German Imperialism
recognising the political and military might of the Sovict Union
darcd not move against it. It had to enter into Pact with the Soviet
Union, which it hid¢ swom to destroy thercby breaking the Anti-
Comintern Axis to bits. The Sovict-German Pact smashed British
plans. The pact completely altered the balance of power and
threatcned British hegemony of Europe with utter destruction It
was thc biggest defeat that British diplomacy had ever suffered
It was against this Pact that Britain launched the present war. It
1s in order to undo this pact. to eliminate Germany as an imperialist
nival. to eliminate the menace of German advance into the Balkans
and Middle East and to recover hegemony of Europe that Britain
went to war with Germany.

(c) This war is taking place n the midst of the chronic crisis
into which the capitalist world entered at the cnd of the last war.
This war is taking placc m the midst of a world revolutionary
movement, immeasurably stronger and more developed than in
1914-1918. The national movements in the colonies and the
revolutionary working class movements in the capitalist countries
are both immensely stronger today. This war is taking place when
thc Communist International with its sections in every major country
has become a tremendously powerful revolutionary force. This war
is taking place in the midst of a world in which victorious Socialism
confronts decadent Capitalism. All these factors determine the
depth of the new revolutionary crisis into which the world has
entered with the outbreak of the war. They shape the course of the
war. They determine the fate of world capitalism itself.

3. Leninist strategy of Communist Parties : The conflict between
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Socialism and Capitalism, between revolution and reaction, between
freedom and slavery. the conflict that was the dominating feature
of the last twenty years. is intensified a thousandfold by the outbreak
of the war. This war being an Imperialist war, the Lenmist strategy
of transforming it into Civil War, is the only correct strategy. It
is this strategy that is being worked out by the Communist Parties
of all countries. In sharp opposition to all bourgeois parties and
to Social Democratic Partics that counsel *‘Peace’ with the war-
mongering Governments and advocate the continuation of the war.
the Communist Parties are calling upon the masses of Britain,
Germany and France to overthrow their ‘‘own’’ Governments, to
demand the termination of the war, to resist cvery attack on their
political rights and standard of life. This is being prepared on the
basis for the new round of world revolutions. In the advanced
capitalist countries of Europe, the war has placed Socialist Revolution
as the immediate task. The carry*1g out of the full programme of
national democratic revolution has become the immediate and
practical task in colonies.

4. Victorious Socialism Intervenes : Britain the Main
Aggressor : The central and most powerful conflict. thg conflict
between the Soviet Union and British Imperialism that determined
the history of the entire post-war period, continues to dominate the
scene and decisively influence the course of this war. Victorious
working class of he Soviet Union intervened in the war from the
very start. It localised the war by the Soviet-German Pact and the
pacts with Baltic States and thus checked its flames from spreading;
it liberated the peoples of Byelo-Russia and Western Ukraine and
blocked Hitler’s way into the Balkans. It disarmed the Nazis and
fundamentally altered the roles of the belligerent countries. Nazi
Germany, realising that it could gain nothing by continuation of
the war, began to seek peace. Britain, on the other hand, wants to
continue the war in order to recover European hegemony which the
Pact destroyed. It wants to continue the war in order to decimate
the forces of working class revolution in Britain and France and
establish in both countries under cover of war-measures, ruthless
Fascist dictatorships. It wants to continue the war in order to
de§troyGem1anyasarivalpowerandreplaoeherbyaGermany
that would be subservient to Britain and would pursue the policy
of war against the Soviet Union.
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Morc and more. this basic conflict, the clash between the world
of Socialism and the world of Capitalism. the clash between the
two opposing forces—the forces of Democracy. Peacc and Socialism
on the one hand and Imperialism, Fascism and War on the other.
is coming to the forefront. The Soviet Union frustrated the plans
of Britain by the Pact. It frustrated the plans of Nazi Germany by
the march into Poland. Thus defeating both sets of war-mongers.
the Sovict Union gave the call for peace. British Imeprialism, which
1s today the main aggressor, however, does not want peace. Finding
that hopes of clash between the Soviet Union and Germany did not
materialise. the British rulers ought to crcate in Finland a basc for
war, a base for dominating the Baltic and effectively blockading
Germany, a base for spreading the war in the Scandinavian countries.
and above all a base for war of intervention agaimnst the Sovict
Union. But firn: a1l determined action by the Sovict Union nipped
British plan in the bud. The Manncrheim regime, bolstered up by
British Imperialism was forced to sue for peace. Soviet victory in
Finland was a smashing blow at British Impcnalism. the most
severe defcat 1t has ever suffered.

5. Britain'’s New Strategy Spread the War : Maddencd by these
defeats, with everyone of its plans frustrated by the moves of the
Soviet Union, British Impenalism is using the desperatc means of
spreading the war, to draw ncutrals in by direct provocation,
intensifying blockade in the North Sea etc. to mnvolve the Muslim
countries in the Middle East in a war with the Soviet Union, to
light the conflagration in thc Balkans and by all thesc measures.
sccure that preponderance in military power that would enable it
to defeat and destroy both Germany and the Soviet Union. It 1s
raising colossal sums for intensifying the war by attacking the
standard of life of the people and especially the working class 1n
Britain, by intensifying the exploitation of colonies. It is raising an
army of 2 millions in Britain itself. Thus, by spreading the war,
by drawing in neutrals, by intensive exploitation of the people at
home and the colonies abroad, by intensifying its war efforts.
British Imperialism i$ striving to pass over FROM THE PHASE OF
STALEMATE TO THE PHASE OF OFFENSIVE In its desperate efforts
to preserve its world domination, British Imperialism is striving to
convert this war into a worldwide slaughter of an unprecedented
magnitude.
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6. International Significance of our struggle for Freedom :
Such is the character of the present war. Such is the state to which
it has reached at present. British Imperialism has declarcd India
a belligerent country. Indian resources in men and moncy are being
utilised for Britain’s war of world domination. Entirc Indian economy
is being squeezed to serve Britain's plan for spreading the war.
Democratic rights and civil liberties. freedom of press, speech and
association are being suppressed in the interest of war-regimentation.
The demand for sclf-determination, for independence and democracy
put forward by the National Congress has been spumed by
Imperialism. The humiliating offer has been made to the Indian
national leaders to join the Viceregal Council and be parties to their
predatory war, the war to consolidate Imperialist hold on India.

The attitude of the Indian people towards the war must be based
on the clear recognition that this is an imperialist war in which
British Imperialism is the chief war-monger. Indian people have
everything to losc by participating in this war or by remaining
neutral, which is the same thing under the present circumstances.
They have everything to gain if they throw in their weight against
the 