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Communist “Defenders of the Faith”

E HEAR that Barzilai, secretary of the

Palestine Communist Party was arrested
after his return to Russia for allegedly misinform-
ing the Comintern in regard to the situation in
Palestine. It would be interesting to know what
the Comintern considers misinformation. Does
the Comintern feel that the labors of the Pales-
tinian disciples are not as effective as represented ?
Were the despatches from Palestine too rosy, or
were they “defeatist”? Whatever the shortcom-
ings of Mr. Barzilai as a reporter, tfe Comintern
should be at peace. The zeal of the Palestinian
comrades has not abated one jot. They are still
working faithfully to arouse the Arab masses
against the Jewish settlers. In fact, their tactics
show a few improvements which should be com-
mended in Moscow. The Communist proclama-
tions have never hesitated to influence the Arabs
against the Jews working peacefully in their midst,
but previously the appeal was political. Appar-
ently, however, the attempt to rouse the Arabs’
revolutionary passion has not been sufficiently
productive. A more primitive motivation for
further terrorism and murder had to -be found.
Now the appeal is to the religious fanaticism of
the Arab. The latest Communist proclamation
(whose text we print below) is in some respects
the most unscrupulous yet to issue from that
source. The complete cynicism with which the
Communists play on the powerful religious pre-
judices of the Moslems marks a new low in Com-
munist strategy in the Orient. The Communists
have no illusions about the cultural niveau of the
Arab masses. They are not wasting their time
with quotations from Marx. And it seems that
the force of the ‘nationalist-revolution” cry is
also waning. But when all else fails, one weapon
remains—Islam. If the Arab will not loot and
kill with sufficient zeal for “political” motives, he
may be trusted to do his best when his faith is
involved. Nor are the Communists alone in their
efforts to foment a holy war. Agitators from
Syria, whose funds come from the revolutionary

money-bags of Mussolini are also active in the:

villages with the new slogan—the defense of
Allah and Mohammed. Those who kill in the
name of Islam will dwell with the houris of
Paradise.

The Communists in Palestine have long been
keeping strange company. Mussolini and the re-
actionary Arab leaders are curious bed-fellows
for the followers of Lenin. Every new dispatch

throws further light on the “revolutionary” char-
acter of the Arab attacks. The Palestine terror-
ist who attempted to assassinate the Egyptian
Prime Minister recently confessed that he was a
member of the “Green Shirts”, a Fascist organiza-
tion associated with the pan-Arab movement; the
history of the other terrorist bandits is equally
pure. But the Palestine Communists have strong
stomachs—they can take it. They have learned
a lot from their allies. No one can accuse them
of being dogmatic in Palestine; just how undog-
matic they have become may be judged from the
unexpected interpretation they are giving to their
famous tenet — ‘‘Religion is the opium of the
people.” No, we will not charge the Palestine
Communists with being doctrinaire. They will
not leave friend Mussolini alone as “Defender
of the Faith.” If opium is to be ladled out, they
too will enter the drug-business, despite the ortho-
dox Communist objections to this branch of hu-
man endeavor. When Czarist officials instigated
Russian peasants to slaughter Jews in the name
of Christ, religion, we gather, was the opium of
the people, but when anti-religious Communists
inflame fanatical nations to slaughter Jews in the
name of Mohammed and the Grand Mufti, what
revolutionary metamorphosis takes place? How
loudly do they chuckle in Moscow as they read
these frenzied appeals for “religious liberty”?
Or is the Comintern “misinformed”? The text
of the proclamation speaks for itself:

“Call a general assembly!

“Determine your stand on the open attack on
your religious liberty!”

That is the headline. Below it are discussed
the extraordinary strong-arm activities against
the Arab people of the imperialist power, “which
is a prelude to the imposition of the partition plan
by force.” “Imperialism hopes that all these
strong measures will help toward establishing
security, but it will soon realize that such tactics
are merely oil spread on the fire.”

Arab and Moslem feelings are aroused to
‘“‘come to the defense of our existence, our liberty,
the unity and sovereignty of our country.”

“Imperialism is trying to impose its rule over
your (i. e., the people’s) religious affairs, it has
robbed you of your legal right to conduct your
Waqf (Moslem Taxation Fund), your religious
courts, and your other religious institutions.
Thereforé. proclaim. your  abselute refusal, and
your preparecréss to’fight for vour rights}t'








