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Ahermllth 01 Munich Killings: 

International Witchhunt Against 
Even before the gunplay began at 

the Munich airport, Nixon responded 
to the Black September seizure of 
hostages from the Israeli Olympic team 
by initiating the opening shot in what 
has become an international witchhunt 
against Arab nationals living or travel­
ling abroad. On September 5 Nixon 
called for international collaboration in 
hunting down anyone suspected of being 
an "Arab terrorist." In this election 
year, when myth and media have it 
that the road to the White House passes 
through Tel Aviv, and Nixon and Mc­
Govern rush to outdo each other in 
Zionist demagogy as if they were run­
ning for president of the JDL instead 
of the U.S., Nixon's racist and sinister 
anti-Arab diatribe immediately found 
an echo as McGovern tried to outshrill 
the encumbent the next day before the 
Board of Rabbis of Southern California. 
For once backing up promises with 
deeds, a campaign of deportation, har­
assment and imprisonment has been 
launched against Arabs in the U.S. and 
Europe. 

Many Palestinians, who often make 
up the educated elite in oil-rich Arab 
countries, are brought to the U.S. and 
Europe on college scholarships in the 
hopes of returning them to the oli­
garchies as pro-imperialist. techno­
crats. And many unskilled 1'alestinians, 
along with other Arab workers, are 
brought into Europe as super-exploited 
foreign labor. The wave of anti­
Arab repression has been most vicious 
in West Germany, where the authori­
ties' hands are stained with the blood 
of the Black September guerillas and 
the Israeli athletes, and where 60,000 
Arab residents (the largest Arab pop­
ulation in Europe except for France) 
are concentrated. 

Anti-Arab Hysteria 
Following the Munich massacre, 

the West German public was served 
up an orgy of anti-Arab hysteria. The 
mass circulation tabloid Bild ran huge 
headlines warning "NEW BLOODBATH 
THREATENS." Already the West Ger­
man authorities have expelled nearly 
100 Arabs, raided dormitories which 
house Arab students, banned two 
Palestinian organizations (the 1,000-
member General Union of Palestinian 
Workers and the 800-member General 
Union of Palestinian Students) and re­
stricted travel in and out of West Ger­
many by Arabs (on October 4 the West 
German government announced that 
over 1,000 Arab travelers had been 
denied entry into Germany since 
the Munich events). The SPD is seek­
ing to push through parliament a new 
restrictive law for aliens as a device 
to expel foreign workers, and a "spe­
cial detachment" of the Bundesgrenz­
schutz ("Federal border defense") is 
being set up to detect and harass 
so-called terrorists. 

In Perugia, Italy, a university town 
with 2,000 Arab students, 200 of whom 
are Palestinians, dormitories have 
been raided and Arab students expelled 
or imprisoned. In the U.S. a campaign 
of harassment and surveillance has 
been launched against Arab students, 
travelers, seamen and even diplomatic 
delegations of the Arab states by the 
Justice Department's Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, the FBI and the 
State Department. This wave of racist 
and anti-democratic repression by the 
imperialist governments of course em­
boldens Zionist terrorists like the U.S. 
Jewish Defense League and other ultra­
rightists to step up intimidation and 
violence (such as the October 4 bombing 
of a Palestinian bookstore in Paris) 
a g a ins t Arab students and othe r 
residents. 

lIombings and Crocodile Tears 
Of course Israel has its own way of 

"avenging" Munich, first with bombing 

Joint Declaration 
of Israeli and Arab 
Socialist Militants 

The following statement is reprinted from Informations Ouvrieres No. 577, 
13-20 September, organ of the French Organisation Communiste InternatioTll­
aliste. The OCI identifies the document as a "joint declaration of the Trotskyist 
'Vanguard' graup of Israel and of some Palestinian Trotskyist militants who are 
struggling together in the N ear East for the construction of the revolutionary par­
ty and the reconstruction of the Faurth International. This declaration responds 
politically to the situation created by the terrorist act of Munich which delivers 
up the Palestinian masses defenseless to the massacres undertaken by the Meir­
Dayan government, with the support of the reactionary Near East regimes and of 
imperialism." We note only that the declaration, which concludes with a call for 
a "constituent assembly of Palestine" to install a "Socialist United States of the 
Middle East into which the Palestinian soviet republic will be integrated, /I fails to 
also raise the slogan of self-determination for the Palestinian and Hebrew peo­
ples, which is a vital link to defuse the long-standing national hostilities and di­
rect the hatred and combativeness of the working people squarely against the 
class enemy at home. 

Pro/etllrillns 011111 countries, unite! 
The mllin enemy is lit home! 

All of the world's imperialist gov­
ernments, their pol i tic ian s, their 
priests of all faiths, their journalists, 
their political branches in the Middle 
East: the government of Meir-Dayan, 
the Hussein regime, the Sadat govern­
ment, and with them Nixon, all shed 
pious tears over the Munich victims 
or declare themselves "moved" and 
embarrassed over the break in the 
Olympic "peace." 

Workers and militants, peoples of 
the world! Those who, today, bow down 
hypocritically before the Jewish vic­
tims of the "terrorists" are lying! 

Mr. Brundage, president of the In­
ternational OlympiC Committee who 
bowed down before Hitler in Berlin in 
1936 and who had blocked access to the 
games to athletes of Jewish descent, 
is "crying." 

Those who, in 1948, sowed hatred 
among Jewish and Arab Palestinian 
workers, are lying. They divided the 
Middle East and Palestine to rule it­
the U.S. leaders and those of all the 
imperialist countries, with the com­
pliCity of the leaders of the Kremlin 
bureaucracy. 

Today, they say: "Enough of the 
Palestinian 'terrorists'! Enough of the 
Palestinians!" This international una­
nimity is in fact a call for a new po­
grom organized against the Palestinian 
masses. 

Workers and militants, let us not 
forget! "They" have all agreed on the 

plan proposed by U.S. imperialism. 
All of them: Hussein the butcher, and 
Meir-Dayan. All of them: Nixon and 
Brezhnev. All of them: Sadat, following 
Nasser and the King of Araby, they all 
agreed on the "Rogers plan" in August 
1970. The Rogers plan is the political 
and military framework through which 
Hussein organized the September 1970 
massacre and had tens of thousands of 
Palestinians assassinated in order to 
crush the struggle by the Arab people 
of Palestine for their nationalindepen­
dence. They were massacred because, 
at Irbid, the Palestinian workers had 
built soviets to carry out the democratic 
and national tasks of the revolution. 

Terrorism and Class Struggle 
Workers and militants! At what 

point in history does the Munich act of 
terror take place-an act which is op­
posed to the interests of the laboring 
masses in all countries and most of 
all, opposed to the interest of the Arab 
masses of Palestine. It takes place at 
a time when strikes organized by fac­
tory union committees against the His­
tadrut (integrated into the government 
apparatus of Meir-Dayan) are develop­
ing; at a time when street confrontations 
in Jerusalem are taking place; demon­
strations of anti-governmental soli­
darity with the Palestinians expelled 
by the army (the opening of Rafiah and 
the land in Arba in 1972 and of Riram 
and Ikrit in 1950)0 At a time when the 

holy union was splitting apart in Israel 
when the class struggle was agail 
breaking through nationalist and racis 
chains. This is the moment when thl 
terrorist act at Munich tends to welt 
the Jewish workers to the bourgeoi: 
state and to its Meir-Dayan govern· 
ment, their enemy. From now on, ' 
new obstacle has arisen to the neces· 
sary realization of unity among Jewisl 
and Palestinian Arab workers, ant 
through that unity, the unity of all work· 
ers of the Middle East. 

The "Black September" organiza· 
tion is mainly the creation of soml 
guerilla fighters from Al Fatah wh( 
have sought a way out in individua 
terrorism after the feudal-bourgeoi: 
Jordanian regime, acting under thl 
aegis of its imperialist protectors ant 
with the compliCity of the Soviet bu· 
reaucracy and the state of Israel, hac 
crushed the Palestinian organizations 

"Black September," the expressiOl 
of disenchanted elements of Al Fatah 
sees itself as an organization for reo 
venge against Husseino The death 0 

Abou Ali Iyad (the military leader 0 

Arafat's branch of Al Fatah), torturEi( 
to death by Hussein's executioners 
consecrated the failure of a policy 0 

conciliation with the Jordanian feudal· 
bourgeois regime, a policy with whicl 
the Al Fatah, Habash's PFLP, Ha­
watmeh's and Al Saika's DPFLP werl 
associated. In every epoch and in al 
countries, refuge in individual terror· 
ism has represented a tragic an' 
erroneous response to the real prob 
lemso 

The Palestinian Resistance 
Betrayed By Its Leadership 
We-the Israeli Vanguard group an 

Palestinian Trotskyist militants~poir 
out: 

Before the 1970 massacres, Arafat 
in the name of Al Fatah, considered th 
butcher Hussein as his "brother"; Ha 
bash, in the name of the P FLP, fel 
that the problem of the pOlitical regim 
and the nature of the Jordanian state wa 
not the central question to be settled 
Hawatmeh, in the name of the DPFLP 
affirmed his solidarity with Arafat, wh 
proclaimed his solidarity with Husseir 
who received, under the pretext of th 
Rogers plan, tanks and planes to crus 
the Palestinian masses. 

We say: It is because none of th, 
l2aders of the Palestinian resistanc 
have seen the destruction of the feudal 
baurgeois Jordanian state as a precon 
dition to the solution of the problem 
of the na ti ona I independence of th 
Palestinian peoPle; it is by not drawin 
the lessons of the September 1970 de 
feat to their conclusions that "Blac 
September" rapidly accepted once agai 
the political control of Al Fatah, i 
particular after the murder of th 
deputy butcher of Amman, Wasfi Ta: 

That is why "Black September" no' 
allows Al Fatah to act out two com 

raids into Lebanon and Syria on Sept­
ember 8, then a massive invasion into 
Lebanon on September 16. The former 
operation, according to the Christian 
Science Monitor of September 11, re­
sulted in 126 casualties in Lebanon and 
200 in Syria. Emulating U.S. "search 
and destroy" m iss ion s in Vietnam, 
where the entire population-human, 
animal and vegetable-is wiped out to 
find the "enemy," the latter operation 
was termed "combing and purging" and 
involved a force of 5,000 men and 200 
armored cars. 

that were attacked in the September 8 
bombing raid into Syria, three are in 
the far north, separated from Israel 
by the entire territory of Lebanon. And 
of the five Lebanese villages attacked, 
one is nearly 100 miles from the Israeli 
border. The September 16 raid into 
Lebanon destroyed a new water filter­
ing plant serving 70 Villages, One 
hospital and two schools, and killed 23 
civilians. A taxi with seven passengers 
was flattened into an 18-inch-high metal 
pancake by an Israeli Centurian tank. 
Obviously, Israeli terrorism has as its 
aim not only revenge, but the hope of 
provoking a repetition of the Jordanian 
civil war of September 1970, when 
Jordan responded to Israeli raids not 
by counter-attacking Israel but by 

wiping out the guerilla movement within 
its territory. 

Like the U.S. in Vietnam, the 
Israelis claim that it is only terrorist 
military bases that they are attack­
ing. But of the seven villages 

The "Black September" group which 
took credit for the Munich events took 
its name from this bloody suppression 
of the guerilla movement in Jordan in 
1970. The Jordanian Civil war was only 
the culmination of the struggle that 
every Arab regime in the Near East 
has waged to subordinate l' alestinian 
self-determination to its own national­
ist appetites. 

The hypocrisy of Nixon's condemna­
tion of the terrorism at Munich is duly 
demonstrated by the House of Repre­
sentatives' recent disclosures that the 
CIA "Phoenix" program, which pri­
marily consisted in torturing suspected 
NLF supporters, resulted in the cold-
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Arabs, Reds 
plementary scenarios: the fundamental 
one of subordination to the feudal­
bourgeois regimes of the Middle East 
and another of terrorist pressure on 
governments which are in too much of 
a hurry to negotiate with the Israeli 
government. 

In fact, there can be no doubt that 
rather advanced negotiations are un­
derway in the Middle East. Thus a 
former minister of the court of King 
Hussein came to Israel for three months 
for a "cure." Thus the under-director 
of the Jordanian secret services re­
cently visited his "family" which lives 
in occupied territory. All these visits, 
all these talks have only one aim: to 
force the masses to accept the United­
Kingdom-Trans-J 0 r d a n-Cis-Jordan,.. 
Gaza which has been put forth by Hus­
sein and Washington, or some other 
form of imperialist territorial division. 

The recent secret encounters be­
tween Allon, the vice-president of the 
Israeli council, and Hussein; the "in­
discretions" of Israeli journalists close 
to Dayan concerning the future map of 
the area; the statements of Rached .l!:l 
Charva, the mayor of Gaza, on Amman 
radio after his lengthy conversations 
with Hussein-all this on the one hand, 
and on the other hand the semi-official 
confirmation which Israeli radio gives 
to the Dayan plan, as revealed by Time 
magazine-all these maps which the 
rulers draw in the living flesh of the 
Pal est i n ian people demonstrate the 
dead end into which the petty-bourgeois 
organizations have thrown the Pales­
tinian masses. 

We say: there is no other path for 
the laboring Israeli and Palestinian, 
masses, for the exploited and oppressed 
masses on the two banks of the Jordan 
thar: that of the common struggle against 
the Meir and Hussein governments. 
This is the path by which we will 
liberate the imprisoned l' alestinian 
militants. 

Workers, 1'alestinian militants! We 
warn you: individual terrorism has car­
ried out a new Al 'Brk; it has facili­
tated a new September 1970. The peas­
ants on the Golan heights, the Pales­
tinian refugees herded into the Southern 
Lebanese camps will have no refuge 
when the Israeli, Lebanese and Syrian 
armies strike their blows. A new Sep­
tember 1970 is on the program of re­
action in the Middle East and world­
wide. 

The Palestinian Masses 
Menaced With the Worst 

What is being prepared is even more 
than a new September 1970, because in 
September 1970, even though the mass­
es suffered serious losses, the l'al­
estinian people remained upright. What 
the Meir-Dayan government, with the 
support and complicity of Hussein and 
all governments, including the Moscow 
bureaucracy, wants to bring about is the 
destruction of all the political cadres 

of every tendency, of the .Palestinian 
people. In Gaza and in the zone occu­
pied by the Israeli army, repression is 
already combined with setting up of 
I-alestinian "Quislings," the instru­
mt'nts of imperialism, the Arab feudal­
bourgeois states and the state of Israel 
against the people. 

Israeli and l' alestinian workers, 
workers of the entire Middle East! 
Faced with the open or de facto alliance 
of Meir-H us s e in -Frandgie-S a d at­
Assad, with the failure of the current 
Palestinian organizations, we say: 

To unite the Arab workers of Pal­
estine and the Jewish workers of Pal­
estine, we must undertake a common 
stru,Jgle for the constituent assembly 
of Palestine. We say that today, given 
the bloody dramas which unfold in the 
Near East, the expression of the de­
composition of world imperialism, we, 
the Vanguard group of Israel 'and l'al­
estinian Trotskyist militants, who bear 
the whole weight of the impasse in which 
the peoples of our country are plunged 
because of the delay in the international 
proletarian revolution, are discussing 
these difficult problem s of strategy and 
of slogans which will allow us to unite 
the Jewish and Arab workers of Pal­
estine. Thus it is with the slogan of the 
Constituent Assembly of .Palestine, on 
which discussion is open in our organi­
zations and with all militants. 

There is only one road: the revolu­
tionary mobilization of the laboring 
Jewish and Arab masses against im­
perialism, against the bourgeoisies and 
the caste of landowners, for a united 
Palestine with the two parts which con­
stitute it-Jewish and Arab, for the ab­
rogation of all measures of expulsion 
taken since 1948, for the expropriation 
without indemnification or repurchase 
of Jewish and Jordanian capitalism, and 
of the land possessed by the caste of 
landowners, for the return of the land to 
the tillers, against the division of 1'al­
estine perpetuated directly by Zionism 
and the Hashemite regime-let us unite 
to install the Socialist United States of 
the Middle East into Which the Pales­
tinian soviet republic will be integrated, 
whose internal legislation will be de­
cided fraternally by the Israeli and 
Palestinian working masses in power. 

Workers, we repeat: those (imperi­
alism and the Kremlin bureaucracy) 
who divided Palestine in 1948, those 
who accepted and supported the Rogers 
plan in 1970, those who gave political 
and mat e ria 1 support to General 
Numeiry who massacred all the lead­
ers of the Sudanese union movem"nt and 
the Sudanese CP-the facts, the events, 
have demonstrated the real content of 
the policy of peaceful coexistence. 

The 'Vanguard' group of Israel and 
the Palestinian Trotskyist militants 
affirm their will to continue the fight 
in their countries against imperialism 
and their own bourgeoisie. 

-translated by J.S. 

blooded murder of more than 20,000 
Vietnamese. Likewise, Golda Meir's 
pieties about MUnich are only a smoke­
screen to hide the daily terror that 
Israel perpetuates in the occupied ter­
ritories. The Israeli government re­
cently a r res ted the JDL's Meyer 
Kahane for airfreighting out of the 
country weapons and explosives to use 
in a terrorist campaign against Arabs 
1 i v i n g abroad, no doubt resenting 
Kahane for pre-empting their govern­
mental prerogatives. 

Minister, the U.S. Weatherpeople's at­
tempts to blow up corporate buildings, 
the kidnapping of industrialists in 
France by Maoists or in Argentina by 
the Revolutionary People's Army (ERl') 
-and indiscriminate terrorism, itself 
essentially racist in character, such as 
the Munich events or the Lydda mas­
sacre where three Japanese sympathiz­
ers of the 1'0pular Front for the Libera­
tion of Palestine (PFLP) indiscrim­
inately machine-gunned air 1 i n e 
passengers, killing 26 (including 11 
Puerto Ricans who had come to visit 
Christian holy places) and wounding 
72. (The PFLP dub bed the Lydda 
slaughter "Operation Deir Yassin" 
after an Arab village in which the 
Zionist terrorist commandos of the 

Two Kinds of Terror 
Marxists must draw a class line 

between terrorism directed at the class 
enemy-such as Black September's as­
sassination of the Jordanian l'rime 
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.. . Workers Party 
of an alternative. However, he has also 
managed to c rea t e the illusion of an 
ability to somehow' solve or at least 
ameliorate social problems with his 
tricky maneuvers. ThiS, and the support 
he enjoys with the bulk of the ruling 
class itself, is based on his real though 
temporary successes as nnnager-in­
chief of the executive committee of the 
ruling class. This includes the so-far 
successful imposition of wage controls, 
de-fusing the Vietnam war as an issue 
by reducing U.S. casualties, and the 
diplomatic "coup" of taking advantage of 
the will i n g n e s s of the P eking and 
Moscow bureaucratic elites to collabo­
rate and betray the workers in order to 
bail out a politically weakened U.S. im­
perialism-all long-advocated liberal 
measures. To the better-off workers 
and midclle-class layers, especially 
white ethnic minorities, increaSingly 
including Jews, Nixon provides an illu­
sion of security for limited but hard­
won gains through his barely-disguised 
appeals to racism over the busing issue. 

Whether or not the persistent peace­
deal rumors flowing from Kissinger'S 
high-powered comings and goings are 
based on fact is immaterial, since in 
either case, fully according to plan, they 
can only benefit Nixon in the elections. 
The lesson here is that secret negotia­
tions between a workers state and an 
imperialist one can only benefit im­
perialism. The North Vietnamese do not 
insist on open negotiations (they made 
a despicable pretext of such insistence 
only at the beginning) because they have 
no interest in using them as a plat-

Irgun systematically m~rdered all 254 
inhabitants in 1948.) 

Individual terror directed against 
the class enemy, no matter how inevita­
bly counter-productive and substitu­
tionist, is still an act of class hatred 
against oppreSSion, and its perpetra­
tors must be defended against bour­
geois repression. But while one can 
understand how the plight of the l' al­
estinian people drives groups like the 
PFLP and Black September to desper­
ate and frenzied acts, nonetheless in­
discriminate mass terror such as at 
MUnich or Lydda is completely in­
defensible. The Irgun at Deir Yassin 
also claimed to fight in the name of the 
oppressed. The correct Leninist inSight 
that the chauvinism of the oppressed is 
not to be equated with the chauvinism 
of the oppressor must not be perverted 
into a justification for pogroms. Thus 
the current bombings in Northern Ire­
land of Protestant workingmen's pubs 
is no less vicious than the bombings 
of the Catholic workers' pubs. Each 
goes to escalate the communal savagery 
and make more difficult the achieve­
ment of united working-class action 
against the real oppressors: the rulers 
in Belfast, Dublin a:1d above all London. 

Witchhunt Against Left 
The response of the ostensible left 

to terrorism was a measure of its 
departure from class principle. P ro­
gressive Labor simply denounced all 
indi vidual terror and called for "1'eo­
pIe's War"-a strategy which the 
I- alestinian resistance tried from the 
June 1967 war until the 1970 Jordan­
ian civil war, when they discovered 
that unless a clear revolutionary pro­
gram is posed, the institutionalized 
terrorism of the state can out­
last the guerilla terrorism of attrition. 
Instead of "People's War," the Social­
ist Workers Party called for "mass 
action," which they did not bother to 
define but which, if modelled on the 
SWP's practice in the U.S., would 
consist of attempting to organize legal, 
peaceful parades in the occupied ter­
ritories where parades are not legal 
and what demonstrations do take place 
are never peaceful. 

form from which to speak to the 
American workers with propaganda for 
internationalism, after the model of 
Lenin and Trotsky's handling of the 
negotiations at Brest-Litovsk in 1918 
to reach the German workers. The 
North Vietnamese Stalinists naturally 
prefer secrecy. Negotiating only to save 
the power of the bureaucratic elite in 
Hanoi at the expense of the Vietnamese 
workers and peasants, their peace 
terms allow Vietnam to remain divided, 
with capitalism firmly in power in the 
South, enabling the U.S. to get a deal 
virtually whenever it wants to. 

The Real Meaning of Politics 
The importance of elections under 

capitalism is that they reflect the rela­
tionship of forces and give the revolu­
tionists a chance to reach the workers 
with their program, when everyone's 
mind is turned to politics. At present, 
however, the election is entirely dom­
inated by secondary issues, fought out 
ritualistically by two parties equally 
dominated by the big bourgeoisie. The 
several so-called working-class parties 
fielding candidates offer no alterna­
tives, since they are completely dom­
inated by reformism and back-handed 
support to McGovern and create more 
illusions than they destroy. The differ­
ence between this election and most 
previous presidential elections is that 
the working class is increaSingly aware 
of its lack of alternatives, but not of 
what to do about it. 

continued on next page 

The Munich events have taken on a 
more sinister significance for the left 
given the slander campaign ofthe bour­
geOis press to link the formally Trot­
skyist United Secretariat with Munich 
(New:3week, 18 September 1972) and 
the Lydda massacre (The Economist, 
23 September 1972). This is part and 
parcel of the bourgeois press' drive to 
create an international witchhunt at­
mosphere directed immediately against 
Arab nationals but having as its ulti­
mate target the socialist and labor 
movement. This attempt to rationalize 
in advance an international witchhunt 
against leftists is as ill-informed as 
it is ominous. The Newsweek article 
actually maintains t hat the Fourth 
International was founded in 1969 in 
Brussels; The Economist seriously 
alleges that the Fourth International 
(by which it means the United Sec­
retariat) supplied Czech weapons to the 
terrorists who carried out the Lydda 
massacre-as if Czech Stalinist bu­
reaucrats, timid Trotskyist revision­
ists and lunatic-fringe Japanese Mao­
ists were in a common conspiracy! 

While never relinquishing our op­
pOSition to the substitution of individual 
terrorist acts for the revolutionary 
mobilization of the working masses, 
and while relentlessly opposing as 
entirely outside the boundaries of class 
violence any acts of indiscriminate 
terror, revolutionary mil ita n t s 
throughout the world must refuse to 
be intimidated by the vicious witch­
hunt smear campaign of the bourgeois 
press. We must come forward proudly 
as the defenders of the democratic 
rights of the Arab residents in Europe 
and the U.S. We must redOuble our 
efforts to bring about the creation of 
proletarian vanguard parties in the 
Near East to expose the genocidal 
ambitions of the Zionist and Arab bour­
geois regimes (the "progressive" 
bonapartist as well as the overtly 
reactionary) and to press forward the 
rights of the Near Eastern peoples to 
self-determination, welding together 
the laboring masses of the Near East 
for the world-wide proletarian conquest 
of power which alone can destroy the 
Meirs, the Arafats and the Husseins 
and their imperialist masters. 


